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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 

(Official Report of the Third Session.) 

VOLUME III—Ho. 1. 

Proceedings of the Bengel Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Monday the 4th July, 1921, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

Tho Hon'ble the President, the Hon’ble the four Members of the 
Executive Council, two Hon’ble Ministers (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea was absent owing to illness), and 102 nominated and elected 
members. 



Oaths. 

« 

The following members made an oath or affirmation of their allegi¬ 
ance to the Crown:— 

Mr. W. CuK&iE. 

Mr. S. M. Aeby. 

Mr. Bijot Prosad Singh Rot. 

Panel of four Chairmen. 

The PRE8IDENT(tho Hon’ble Nawrab Sir Syed 8hamo>ul-Huda): 

Gentleman,—^In accordance with the provisions of Rule 3 of the Bengal 
Legislative Coiincil Rules, 1920,1 have nominated the following members 
of Council to form a panel of four Chairmen, viz — 

Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri, 

Mr. R. M. Watson-Smyth, 

Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, and 
Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq. 

Unless otherwise arranged, the senior member among them 
present in the above order will preside over the deliberations of tbip 
Council in my absence and in the absence of the I^puty President. 
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QUESTIONS. [4th July 

Starred Queetiens- 

(to which oral anawera were gieen). 

Back-pay of sub-deputy and deputy collectors. 

»l. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur; (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be 
pleased to state whether the Government are considering the desir¬ 
ability of granting back-pay to sub-deputy cx)llector8 from the 1st oi 
December, 1919, as given to the deputy collectors. 

(b) If not, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reason 
for this differential treatment to the members of the junior but allied 
service ? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'Me Sir Henry Wheeler) : (a) The answer is in the negative. 

(b) It ■^as inevitable that the case of the Subordinate Civil Service 
should be dealt with subsequent to that of the Bengal Civil Service. 
The members of the former were never encouraged to hope for an in¬ 
crease, till the case of the latter had been disposed of; and Government 
do not consider that there is adequate justification for incurring the ex¬ 
penditure involved in the giving of retrospective effect in the manner 
suggested. 

Medical College Hospital and an indigent female phthisis patient. 

*11. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of TiOcal Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that an indigent fomale patienf, who 
was admitted into the Medical College Hospital some time in March last 
through the efforts of Dr. D. Samanta, m.b., and who was suffering from 
phthisis and subsequently contracted chicken-pox at the hospital', was 
summarily discharged from the said hospital while she was ill, in spite 
of the entreaties of Dr. D. Samanta to keep her in ? 

(6) If the answer be in the affirmative, what steps are being taken 
by the Government in order to remedy .such an undesirable state of 
things? 

(c) Further, have the Government taken any notice of the conduct 
of the nurse and the hospital superintendent in connection with this 
matter ? 

SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
(Mr. L. S. S. O'Malley): (a) Inquiry has been made and the facts of 
the case are reported to be as follows: A maid-servant was admitted to 
the tuberculosis ward of the Medical College Hospital at the instance of 
Dr. Samanta and subsequently developed chicken-pox. As infectious 
cases cannot be kept in the hospital owing to risk of spreading diseaso 
Dr. Samanta was informed and asked to remove her. At his suggestion 
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the authorities of the Gamphell Medical Hospital were requested to 
admit the patient. There being no accommodation available at the 
time they were unable to do so. Eventually she was taken to the house 
of Dr. Samanta .at her own earnest request; she stated that she was his 
maid-servant and an inmate of his house. She was subsequently 
admitted to the Campbell Medical Hospital when accommodation was 
available. 

(b) Every effort is made to prevent discomiort and suffering to the 
sick, but difficulty necessarily arise owing to the insufficient accommo¬ 
dation in Calcutta for cases of infectious diseases. 

(c) No. It was the duty of the Superintendent to prevent the risk 
of infection among the inmates of the hospital; and the nurse acted 
under orders. 

Lack of iluitge at Alipore (24«Parganas) to de^l with land acquisition 

cases. 

*111. Babu FANINDRALAL DE: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department aware that for more than six months 
there is no Judge at Alipore, in the district of the 24-Parganas, vested 
with powers under the liand Acquisition Act, and the land acquisition 
cases are not being disposed of, to the'great inconvenience of the people? 

(b) What steps do the Government intend to take in the matter? 

(c) How many land acquisition references have been made within 
the last three years in the civil courts of the 24-Pargana8 and what 
is the number of such cases disposed of ? 

(d) How many applications for withdrawal of money deposited 
under section 31 of the Land Acquisition Act of 1894 have been filed 
before the Land Acquisition Judge of the said district, within one year 
from date, and how many of these have been disposed of ? 

MEMBER in charge of liUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Mon’ble 
Sir Abd>ur-Rahim), (a) The information before Government is that no 
special Land Acquisition Judge has sat at Alipore since 1st March, 1921, 
when the Judge went on leave, and that the current work is being 
managed in his absence by the District Judge himself. 

(b) Mr. Chotsner has been appointed as the Laud Acquisition Judge. 

(c) and {d) iStatements are laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. Ill (c) aw<f (d). 
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4, QUESTIONS. [4m July. 

Aoourioy in tht rale3 of oommorcial products as publishod in tho 

■■ Calcutta Gaietto. ” 

*IV. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state whether the rates of commercial products 
as collected and published in the Calcutta Gazette are accurate? 

(b) If not, is the Hon’ble the Minister considering the desirability 
of taking steps to see that they are made as accurate as possible? 

MINISTER In charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble tho Nawab Salyid Nawab Ali Chaudburi, 
Khan Bahadur): (a) and (6) It is presumed that the question refers to 
the prices of certain commodities, such as coal, iron, etc., as published 
in the fortnightly return of wholesale prices current of food-grains, etc., 
in the Calcutta Gazette. Government are aware of defects in the 
statistics of prices of such commodities and .the question of improving 
the method of preparation of the statistics is now under consideration. 

Reduction of Executive Councillors. 

• V. BabU 8URENDRA NATH RAY: Will the Hon’ble the Mem¬ 
ber in charge of the Appointment Deimrtment be pleased to state what 
action the Government have taken to reduce the number of Members 
of the Executive Council from 4 to 2 in accordance with the resolution 
of this Council? 

The Hon’blo Sir HENRY WHEELER: A copy of the debate on the 
resolution for the reduction of the nuqiber of Members of the Executive 
Council has be«n forwarded to the Government of India. For the reason 
given in the course of the debate this Government were unable to endprse 
the recommendation. 

Report of the Judicial inquiry into tho shooting incident at Kalighat. 

♦ VI. Babu FANINDRALAL DE: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether the judi¬ 
cial inquiry regarding the shooting incident at Kalighat on the 18th 
February last, is over and, if so, when the report is expected to be 
published P 

MEMBER In charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (thd Hon’blf Sir 

Henry WhOOlor): The report of the Additional District Magistrate and 
the Government resolution on the subject were published in the Calcutta 
(rorette of the. 22nd June. 
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Stagnation of Atrai river. 

»VII. Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to 
state whether the Government are considering the desirability of insti¬ 
tuting an inquiry to ascertain— 

(t) the state of the river Altai from the place of its coniunction 
with the river Jamuna to a place upwards up to the 20th mile; 
and 

(ii) the evil effect of the stagnation of the river upon the villages 
on both sides of the river up to three miles ? 

MEMBER in Charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): (i) There is no 
proposfd at present to make such an inquiry. 

(ii) The attention of the Local Self-Government Department will 
be drawn to this, and it must be left to it to arrive at a decision as 
to whether an inquiry of the kind suggested is needed. 

Fasting by prisoners in Ramzan. ” 

*VIII. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 
H«m'ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be 
pleased to state why the Muhammadan prisoners are not allowed to 
qbserve their fasting during the holy month of Ramzan? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to say whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of taking necessary .steps 
to remove all restrictions on the free performance of this religious duty? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’bie Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (a) land (h) The'member is referred 
to the aiwwer given to unstarfed question No. 47 by Mr. Razaur Rahman 
Khan. 


Agricultural school at Ran|H>ur. 

^ *IX. Babu JOGE8H CHANDRA SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Indu.stries be 
pleased to state whether there is any proposal to establish an agricultural 
school at Rangpur, the agricultural headquarters of the Rajshahi Divi¬ 
sion, in the near future? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: Government contemplate the es^blishment of elemen¬ 
tary agricultural schools at suitable centres in every division of Bengal 
and a scheme is being prepared by the Director of Agriculture, but the 
location of these schools has not yet been considered. 
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Report of the Kalighat shooting case and leave granted to Deputy Com¬ 
missioner of Police. 

*X. Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether 
the report of the Additional District Magistrate, 24-Parganas, with refer¬ 
ence to the Kalighat Tramway shooting case has been received by 
Government? 

(6) If so, when? 

(c) What action has been taken by Government on the report? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Deputy Commissioner of Police who was 
present at the occurrence has been granted leave out of India ? 

(e) Was the leave granted to him on medical grounds or was it ordi¬ 
nary leave? 

if) When was the leave application received by Government? 

(g) If the leave has been granted on medical grounds, was the 
Deputy Commissioner examined by the Medical Board? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a), (6) and (c) The report of 
the Additional District Magistrate and the Government resolution there¬ 
on were published in the Calcutta Gazette of the 22nd June. 

id) Yea. This has already been .stated in the answer to question 
No. 106 at the Council meeting of the 1st April. 

(e) Leave was granted in the ordinary course and not on medical 
grounds, 

(/) As already stated, arrangements to grant leave to Mr. Hannah 
on relief by Mr. Kidd, who was due to return from leave on the 1st March, 
were made in January. Mr. Hannah submitted his formal application 
for leave to the Commissioner of Police on the 9th February. This was 
received by Government through the Inspector-General of Police and 
the Accountant-General on the 2nd March. 

(</) The question does not arise. 

Allegations against kanungoes. 

*XI. Mauivi A. H. M. WAZIR ALI: {a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state how many kanungoes are employed in each division— 
{i) in civil work; 

(n‘) in settlement work; 

(m) in permanent establishment; and 
{iv ) in temporary e8tabli.shroent ? 

(b) How many are employed, and for what period— 

(i) in their own native districts; and 
(u) in their own division? 
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(c) Is there any tmth in the allegation that kanungoes posted in their 
own district or division are taking advantage of their position in land 
transactions (in buying and selling) and other matters ? 

(d) If so, have the Government the names of the kanungoes? 

(e) What steps are the Government going to take against them? 

(/) If Government have no information, are they considering the 

desirability of institiiting an inquiry into the matter? 

MEMBER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(a) and (6) It is impos,sible to obtain the information in time. 

(c), (d), (e) and (/) No such allegation has been brought to the notice 
of Government. Government, however, will bring the question to the 
notice of Commissioners of Divisions and of the Director of Land Records. 

\ 

Meagre report of Legislative Council proceedings in newspapers. 

*XII. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Legislative Department aware that 
reports of the proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council publi.shed 
in the newspapers are very meagre and incomplete? 

(6) If so, are the Government considering the advisability of taking 
steps to see that fuller reports are made by the press representatives? 

MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT Cthe 
Hon’blo Sir Henry Wheeler): (a) and (b) Government are not in a 
position to compel new.spapers to give <;onjplete or fuller reports of the 
proceedings of the Council. The matter is entirely in the hands of the 
newspapers themselves. 

The Legislative Department trips to give facilities to newspaper re¬ 
porters, by furnishing them with copies of Council documents, e.tj.. 
Lists of Business, Questions and Answers, Bills, etc., and have recently 
provided a certain proportion of the reporters with seats in the body of 
the Council Chamber so that they may be in a position to follow the 
debates better. Government are anxious to help the press in this matter 
to the best of their ability, but until a proper Council Chamber is built 
there will probably always be some difficulties. 


Railway communication with Rampur Boalia. 

*XIII. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the 

• Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Rublio Works 
aware that much inconvenience is being felt by the Rajshahi public on 
account of the want of easy communication with the railway from liam- 
. pur Boalia to any convenient station in the Eastern Bengal Railway line 
via Surdah, Churghat, Alaipur, etc. ? 

B 1 , 
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(b) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
steps to see that the daily steamer service are established between 
Paksey and Lalgola, as was the case before the construction of the 
Hardinge Bridge between Damukdia and Lalgola ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Ghaudhurii Khan Bahadur): 

(a) Government have no information in this matter. 

(6) The member is referred to the answer given to his unstarred 
qiicstion on the same subject, No. 5, at a meeting of the Legislative 
Council held on the Ist July, 1920. 

Report of the committee on the salaries of teachers of subordinate edu¬ 
cational service. 

«XIV. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state when the report of the committee appointed to consider 
the salaries of teachers of subordinate educational service will be out? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): The report * is laid on the library table. The 
matter is still under consideration, but Government hope to issue orders 
shortly. 

Report' of Wordsworth Committee. 

«XV. Babu JOGESH CHANDRA SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minivster in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to stale 
when the report of the Wordsworth Committee will be laid on the table, 
and when and how far the recommendations of the committee will be 
given effect to? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER : The member is referred to the answer 
given at this meeting to llai Jjalit Mohan Singh Hoy Bahadur in reply to 
starred question No. XIV. 

Confirmation of Educational officers conditional on their 
passing examination in vernacular. 

*XVI. Mr. H. A. STARK: Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge 
of the Department of Education be pleased to state— 

(i) whether the rule has been cancelled which made the confirmation 
of officers of the Indian Educational Service conditional on 
their having first passed an examination in one of the ver¬ 
naculars of the province; 


* Not printed in these proceedings. 
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(ii) which of&cers of the Indian Educational Service have been con¬ 
firmed in that service although they have not passed an exam¬ 
ination in a vernacular, and the reasons in the case of each 
for his confirmation without his having satisfied a condition to 
which he had contracted; and 

(m) which officers of the Indian Educational Service have neither 
passed an examination in a vernacular nor been confirmed, and 
whether it is intended to oblige them to pass such examination 
before they are confiimed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (i) There is no rule making the 
confirmation of Indian Educational Service officers conditional on their 
passing a vernacular examination, but according to the terms of their 
agreement they are liable to pass a vernacular test within two years of 
their period of probation. On their failure to pass such examination 
Government may dispense with their services. It has not hitherto been 
the policy of Government to inflict the penalty. 

(it) Under the terms of their contract no formal orders for the confir¬ 
mation of officers are required to bd issued, but unless their services are 
terminated on the expiration of the probationary term of two years, they 
continue in the service of Government upon the terms and eonditions 
prescribed in their agreements. The officers named in the annexed 
statement have thus continued without passing the examination. The 
late Eastern Bengal and Assam Government made the examination 
optional for the Principals and Professors of colleges other than tmining 
colleges. This explains why a number of officers have received 
exemption. 

(Hi) A statement is laid on the table. It was decided by Government 
in 1919 that.the rules in connection with the vernacular examination 
should be strictly enforced in the case of certain officers in whose cases no 
ground for exemption existed, and Government will take such action as 
may be necessary and is within their powers, in the case of officers who 
fail to pass the test within a time, which has been prescribed with special 
reference to the circumstances of each individual case. Except, in the 
case of officers exempted by the Eastern Bengal and Assam Government 
under the rules in force in that province, exemption has been -very 
sparingly granted and this policy will be continued in future. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. XVI (i») and 
(Hi) showing the names of the I. E. S. Officers who have not puhsid 
the Higher Standard Examination in Bengali. 

Ifmeofoffloer. to K"” On,UDd. of exemption. 

1. Mr. B. Heaton ... Exempted ,,, He was not origiaally recruit* 

ed for the I. E. SC, lieuco lie 
was under no obligation to 
pass the test. 
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Name of oHIcer. 


Wlwther granted exemption 
or miller ordrra to pass. 


Qrounds of exemption. 


2. Mr. F. C. Turucr ... Exempted ... In coneidenition of his age ami 

the onerous nature ut his 
duties as Principal, Dacca 
College. 


3. Mr. T. H. Richardson ... Do. 


... Ue was not originally recruit¬ 
ed for the I. E. 8. aud the 
colloquial examination in 
liindnstani, which he passed 
while serving under the Puh- 
lic Works Department, was 
considered sudicieut. 


4. Mr. J. R. Barrow ... Do. * ... In terms of the “Rules” for 

the examination of ofiicers of 
Education Depurtmeut in 
Eastern Bengal and Assam ” 
Principals and Professors of 
Colleges other than Training 
Colleges were not obliged to 
pass the examination. 


5. 

Dr. E. P. Harrison 

... Under orders to pass. 


6. 

Mr. 11. B. Ramsbotham 

... Exempted ... 

The same as in the case of 
Mr. Barrow. 

7. 

Mr. T. 0. D. Dunn 

... ^ 

> Under orders to pass. 


8. 

Mr. Evan E. Biss 

...j 


9. 

Mr. Egerton Smith 

... 1 


10. 

Mr. C. J. Ilondersoii 

... > Exempted 

... I 

Tlie same as in the case of 
Mr. Burrow. 

11. 

Mr. A. Macdonald 



12. 

Mr. G. IL Langley 

... 1 

> Under orders to pass. 


13. 

Mr, A. Mercer 

...J 


14. 

Mr. \V. Saunders 

••• 

Has resigned the I. E. S. 
owing to the refusal of Gov¬ 
ernment to exempt him from 
his obligation to pass the 
vernacular test. 

15. 

Miss M. V. Irons 

... 1 

> Und^r orders to pass. 


16. 

Miss G. M. Wright 

..J 



t-. 

Escape of prisoners from Rajehahi ilail. 

*XVIU Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: In connection 
with the e.scape of prisonera from the Bajshahi Jail and the unfortunate 
incidents at Mohanganj on the night of the 24th March, 1921, will the 
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Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to 
state the amounts of compensation paid to— 

(i) the family of the wounded man who succumbed to his injuries; 
(it) other wounded persona; 

{tii) the people who were arrested on suspicion, kept confined during 
the night and subsequently discharged; and 
(iv) the villagers whose houses were entered into and searched 
during the night ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER ; (i) and (ii) A sum of Rs. 1,700 
has been sanctioned for distribution as compensation as follows : — 


Rs. 


Widow of Taki (deceased) 

... 1,000 

Lafar (gun shot wounds) 

250 

*Sital (gun shot wound through jaw) 

300 

Eugal (slight injuiies) 

50 

Chamaru (slight injuries) 

50 

Golu (slight injuries) 

50 


Total ... 1,700 


(in) and {iv) Nil. 

Utbandi settlement of land. 

•XVIII. Maulvl EKRAMUL HUQ: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hou’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue been drawn 
to the many drawbacks in the system of utbandi settlement of laud? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of doing away 
with the system at an early date or of modifying itP 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) The settlement operations in Nadia and Jcssore dis¬ 
tricts have shown that there are difficult problems connected with utbandi 
tenancies. 

(6) Government are considering these problems. 

f 

Members of Educational Service holding specific appointments in Train¬ 
ing Colleges for teachers and their “ locum tenens.” 

*XIX. Mr. H. A. STARK. Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state— 

(*■) the names of the members of the Indian Educational Service who 
were originally appointed to that service to hold specific ap¬ 
pointments in training colleges for teachers in Bengal; 
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(w) what positions they have held since their arrival, with dates; 
(m) whether, and, if so, when, it is proposed that they shall revert to 
the special appointments for which they were recruited in 
training colleges; and 

(iv) whethei, in the event of any of their not reverting to training 
college work, it is proposed to coufinn their locum tenens in 
the Indian Educational Service, pi^ovided the latter have 
rendered satisfactory service ? 

The Hon’ble Mr^ P. C, MITTER: (i) and (it) A statement is laid on 
the table. 

(iii) and (iv) Government are not at present in a position to make a 
definite pronour^ement. 

Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. XIX 

(0 and (ii). 

Name of officer. Pusltioo held by him. Date. 

I.—Mr. Evan E. Biss ... (1) Principal, Dacca Training College From 7th Novem¬ 
ber I9u9. 

(2) Gn special duty in connection 
with the development of the 
Patna Traitdng Ooilegc ... From 27th August 

1912. 

(9) Principal, Dacca Training College Front 9th Septem¬ 
ber 1912. 

(4) Oh special duty in the (icncral 

Department, Government of 
Bengal, office of the Director 
of Public Instruction and 
Calcutta University ... From 15th October 

1916. 

(5) Assistant Director of Public 

Instruction, Bengal (officiating) From 17th Septem¬ 
ber 1917. 

(6) Assistant Director of Public 

Instruction fur Muhammadan 
Education, Bengal, in addition 
to Assistant Director of Public 
Instruction (officiating) ... From 4th October 

1917. 

(7) Inspector of Schools, Dacca Divi- ^ 

sioD (officiating) ... ... From 11th April 

1918. 

(8) Military service ... ... From Ist August 

1918. 

(9) Principal, David Hare Training 

College (officiating) ... From 29th January 

1919. 

(10) Inspector of Schools, Rajshahi 

Division (substantive) .., From 16th July 

1920. 
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Nama o( oBIotfr. PcHitloii hold by him. 

I. —Mr. Evaii E. Bisa ... (11) On deputatiou in connection v/itli 

the development of primary 
education 

II, —Mr. J. A. Taylor ... (1) Vice-Principal, Dacca Training 

College 

(2) AsBiutant Director of Public 

luMtruction for Muliaininadan 
Education, Bengal 

(3) Military service 

(4) Assidtant Director of Public 

Instruction for Muhnniinadan 
Education, Bengal 

III.—Mr. W. E. Qrifiitli... (1) Was at first recruited outside the 

Indian Educational Service and 
was appointed as tlie Principal, 
David Hare Training College, 
on an ofiiciating basis 

(2) Principal, David Hare Training 
College (substantive), and 
admitted to the Indian Educa¬ 
tional Service 


(3) Inspector of Schools, Burdwan 

Division (ofiiciating) 

(4) Inspector of Schools, Dacca Divi¬ 

sion (ofiiciating) ... 

IV.—Mr. M. I*. West (1) Professor, David Hare Training 

College 

(2) Vice-Principal, Dacca Training 

College ... ... 

(3) Inspector of Schools, Chittagong 

Division (officiating) 

(4) Inspector of Schools, Presidency 

Division (ofiiciating) 

(5) Inspector of Schools, Chittagong 

Division (ufficiatiug) ... 

(6) On special duty for conducting a 

survey of primary education in 
Bengal 

(7) Inspector of Schools, Chittagong 

Division (oOiciating) 

(8) Military service 

(9) Inspector of Schools, Chittagong 

Division (ofiiciatiiig) 


Date. 


From 16th July 
1920. 

From 7th Novem¬ 
ber 1909. 


From2lHt August 
1913. 

From 4th October 
1917. 


From 10th Feb¬ 
ruary 1919. 


From Ist July 1908. 


From 26th Feb¬ 
ruary 1911. 

From 5tii February 
1916. 

From 30tli October 
1918. 

From 30lh Novem¬ 
ber 1912. 

From 8th Septem¬ 
ber l9l3. 

From 6ili July 1915. 

From 10th March 
1916. 

From 10th Deceiii. 
ber 1916. 


From let Novem¬ 
ber 1917. 

From 24th April 
1918. 

From 24th August 

1918. 

4 

From 5th March 

1919. 
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Name of officer. Position held by him. Date. 

IV.—Mr. M. P. West ... (10) Inspector of Schools, Presidency 

Division ... ... From l4Hi June 

1919. 

(11) Principal, Dacca Training College From 13th Decem¬ 
ber 1920. 

V.—Mr. A. Mercer ... (1) Professor, David Hare Training 

College ... ... From 29th Octol>er 

1914. 

(2) Inspector of European Schools, 

Bengal (officiating) ... From 28th June 

1915. 

(3) Principal, David Haro Training 

College (officiating), in addition 
to Inspector of European 
Schools (officiating) ... From 12th Novem¬ 

ber 1915. 

(4) Inspector of European Schools, 

Bengal (officiating) ... From 5th Decem¬ 

ber 191C. 


Peroentage of Anglo-Indians on the Bengal Civil Service. 

*XX. Mr. H. BARTON: Will the Hon’ble the Member in ehnrge 
of the Appointment Department be pleased to state— 

(i) whether it is a fact that the rejection of the claim of Mr. Clifford 

Noronha, an Anglo-Indian, for appointment to the Dengal 
Civil Service, was ba.sed on the ground that the percentage of 
such appointments as between Muhammadans and Hindus 
had to he maintained; 

(ii) whether the percentage of such appointments is maintained with 

due regard to the claims of Anglo-Indians; 

(Hi) what is the percentage, re.spectively, of Muhammadans, Hindus 
and Anglo-Indians, now in the said service; and 

(tv) when was an Anglo-Indian last appointed to the service? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (i) No. 

(ii) In making such appointments the claims of qualified Anglo- 
Indians are duly considered. 

(tii) Europeans 1*2 per cent., Muhammadans, 22*5 per cent.; Hindus 
and Indian Christians, 74-1 per cent.; Anglo-Indians, 2’2 per cent. 

(iv) In 19ia. 

Railway lino betiwoon Ishurill and Nachoul. 

•XXI. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHtJRI: Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
inquire and ascertain when the construction of the railway line between 
Ishurdi and Nachoul through Rampur Boalia is likely to be taken up? 
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The Hon’biethe NawabSAIYID NAWAB ALi CHAUDHURI, Khan 
Bahadur: An^Ioquiry has already been made as to when the construction 
of the projected line is likely to be taken up. 

Metalled road between Rampur Boalia and Godagari. 

*XXII. Babu KI8H0R1 MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’blo 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to say whether the Government are considering the feasibility of 
metalling the road between Rampur Boalia and Godagari through the 
Rajshahi District Board? 

Mr. L. 8. 8. O’MALLEY: The answer is in the negative. The matter 
is one for the District Board. 

Pay and prospects of 8ub-Deputy Collectors. 

*XXMI. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a.) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Ai)pointnient Department be pleased 
to state whether they have arrived at any final decision regarding the 
revision of pay and pi'Cspects of Sub-Deputy Collectors? 

(b) What consideration has been paid to their representation? 

(e) What is the revised scale of their pay ? 

(^/) When will it be given effect to? 

The Hon’ble 8ir HENRY WHEELER: (a), (h), (c) and (d) The 

decisions arrived at by Government regarding the pay of the Subordinate 
Civil Service will be made public at an early date. 

Muhammadan Bubdivisional Offloer In Dacca district. 

* XXIV. Nawabzada K. M. AEZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Ilou’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased 
to state why no Muhammadan Subdivisional Officer has been appointed to 
the district of Dacca ? 

(b) Is it a fact that there is a Government order that one of the two 
Subdivisional Officers at Dacca Sadar should be a Muhammadan ? 

(c) If the answer to clause (b) be in the affirmative^ when will this 

order be given effect to? , 

The Hon’blo 8lr HENRY WHEELER: (a) Postings of officers are 
made in accordance with the needs of the public service from the officers 
at the time available. It is a matter of accident and not of policy that no 
Subdivisional Officer now in the Dacca district is a Muhammadan. 

(b) and (c) No, but the point will be borne in mind. 
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Concession in railway fares to Assam tea garden coolies. 

•XXV. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the^'Hon’Me tlie 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that a concession rate is allowed by the Rail¬ 
way authorities to the coolies proceeding to Assam far work in tea 
gardens, whereas no such concession is ordinarily allowed t«) them 
while returning from the same place? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The matter is one which is not within the cognizance 
of the local Government. The member should address him.self to the 
Railway Board. 


K. D, and Skrine canals at Rangpur. 

•XXVI. Babu J0GE8H CHANDRA 8ARKAR: Will the Hon'ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether provision will be made in the Government 
budget next year for the improvement of the K. D. and Skrine canals 
at Rangpur ? 

Mr. L. 8. 8. O’MALLEY: The member is referred to paragrapli 3 
of His Excellency the Governor’s reply to the address presented to him 
at Rangpur, by the District Board and Municipality of Rangpur on 
7th February, 1921 As there stated the canal scheme cannot be taken 
up till the project for the reconstruction of the Ghoghat bridge, which 
is now in progress, has been completed and there has been time to test 
its results. No provision can therefore be made in the rext year’s 
budget for this scheme. 

Removal of a transported convict. 

•XXVII. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Political Department be ideascd 
to state whether it is a fact that one Gopendra Lai Ray, a convict in the 
Pragpur dacoity case, and transported to the Andamans, has been 
brought back to India, and at first was detained in the Coimbatore Jail 
and subsequently transferred to the Alipore Jail? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reasons 
for his removal ? 

(c) Is‘he likely to be releavsed under the clemency order? 

(d) Is it a fact that his conduct during the period of his incarcera¬ 
tion was uniformly good ? 

The Hon’blo Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) The reply is in the 
affirmative. 
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(6) The Government of Bengal have no information as to the 
reasons for the transfer of this prisoner to the Coimbatore Jail. He 
was subsequently transferred to the Alipore Central Jail on the recom¬ 
mendation of this Government. 

(c) The question of his release was considered by the Government 
of Bengal, but it was not found desirable to grant him this concession. 

{d) There are no punishments recorded on his jail ticket, and in the 
Alipore Central Jail he has been w'ell-behaved. 

Sheds for passengers in certain railway stations. 

*^XVIII. Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: {a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works 
aware that much inconvenience is being felt by the passengers, espe¬ 
cially during the rainy season, for want of a shed on the western side 
of the railway stations—Nator, Ishurdi and Poradah? 

(6) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of mov¬ 
ing the Railway authorities with a view to the removal of the grievance ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYip NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) and (h) Government are not aware of any such 
inconvenience, but they will inquire into the matter, and if necessary, 
invite the attention of the Railway authorities to it with a view to 
removing the grievance, if any. ‘ 


Offloers of the Intelligence Branch. 

*XXIX. Babu SUREfIDRA NATH RAY: (a) Will the HouMdo 
the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state 
who is now the Deputy Inspector-General of Pol'ce in charge of the 
Intelligence Branch ? 

(6) Does he hold any other appointment, permanently or tempor¬ 
arily ? 

(c) Is any other officer holding an appointment in the Intelligence 
Branch or other department of the Police reserved for officers of the 
8iti)erior police service held jointly? If .so, who are these officers? 

The Hon'bleSir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Mr. J. A. M. J. Goldie. 

(6) Yes; he holds the permanent appointment of a Deputy Com¬ 
missioner in the Calcutta Police. 

(c) Mr. R. B. A. Ray, Additional Superintendent of Police, Dacca, 
holds one of the appointments of Additional Superintendent of Police, 
Mymensingh, in addition to his own duties. 
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Post of the Deputy Registrar of Co-opVative Societies. 

*XXX. Nawabzada K, M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) T$ the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries aware that there is a strong feeling'among the members of 
the Bengal Civil Service, now working in the Co-operative Department, 
owing to the fact-that the post of the Deimty Registrar of Co-operative 
Societies, Bengal, has been given to a junior member of the Indian 
Civil Service ? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what quali¬ 
fication this officer has in the work of the Department ? 

(c) Will the Hou’ble the Minister be pleased to state when and why 
Mr. M. Thorp's deputation to France for co-ojierntive training was 
decided upon P 

(d) Was it settled before he applied for lOave to i>roceed home, or 
was it after a member of the Bengal Civil Service had been apiJointetl 
to succeed him ? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what i>ay and 
allowance, ordinary or special, Mr. M. Thorp will be drawing during 
his deputation to Europe ? 

(/) Will th" Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to indicate the line of 
policy the (Government propose to adopt in filling up the superior appoint¬ 
ments in the Co-operative Dei>artment? 

The Hon^ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) No. The post of Deputy Registiar of Co-opera¬ 
tive Societies is, under the orders of the Secretaiy of State, reserved 
for members of the Iu<lian Civil Service and included in the cadre of 
that service. It is, however, interchangeable with cTtecutive listed 
posts. 

^ (b) No special qualifications are required for such an appointment, 
(•fficers who show a special aptitude for co-operative work and take an 
interest in the movement are generally selected. Mr. C. (G. B. Stevens 
was selected to act as Deputy Registrar on the recommendation of the 
officiating Registrar. The Registrar reports that Mr. Stevens has already 
shown a very marked aptitude for the work of the post. 

(c) and (d) When Mr. M. Thorp joined the Co-operative DeiJart- 
ment it was understood that after acting as Registrar he would go on 
leave and devote a imrtion of his leave to the study of co-operative insti¬ 
tutions in Europe. He renewed this proposal when he formally applied 
for leave last year. Mr. Thorp will rejoin the Co-oiJeralive Dei)art- 
ment on* the expiry of his leave. It was, therefore, decided, in the 
interests of the Department, that he should take the opportunity afforded 
by his leave id. acquaint himself with the working of co-operative insti- 
tttlaions in Europe. 
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(e) During the period of his study leave Mr. Thorp will get travel¬ 
ling ^iliowance limited to actual fare plus a subslstenoe allowance of 

a day as sanctioned by the Secretary of State in addition to the 
leave allowances admissible under the Civil Service Regulations. 

(f) Subject to the orders of the Secretary of State under tvhich the 
appointments of Registrar and Deputy Registrar are reserved for mem¬ 
bers of the Indian Civil Service and those of Assistant Registrars are 
included in the cadre of the Bengal Civil Service (Executive Branch), 
the policy of (Government is to select the officers best fitted for these 
appointments. 

Breach in the Singimara khal embankment in Howrah. 

•XXXI. Babu FANINDRALAL DE: (a) Is the Xon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation aware that the 
breach in the embankment of the Singimara khal, between Sankrail and 
Manikpur, in the district of Howrah, has been causing damages to the 
ci’oiw of about twenty villages and great inconveniouce to thousands of 
passers-by P 

(b) What action, if anj^ are the Government taking in the matter? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARA'JADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BUROWAN: (a) The Government are aware that the breach in the 
zamindari embankment acro.ss Singimara khal in the district of Howrah 
causes occasional flooding, but there is no lo.ss of crops in the area bene¬ 
fited by the Barajalla drainage channel, nor is there any great hardship 
to passers-by as a result of this flooding. 

(6) The Government do not propose taking any action which should 
devolve on the parties concerned. 

. Cesses or ** abwabs ” and “ salami ” realised by Court of Wards. 

•XXXII. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: («) With refercuco to ray quc.stion 
No. 153 of the 1st April last, will the Hon'ble the Member in charge of 
the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased to state 
whether any, and if so, what steps since been taken in connection with 
the realisation of cesses or abwabs by the Court of Wards, referred to 
in paragraph (a) of the said question? 

(6) Is it the practice in other estates under the management of the 
Court of Wards to levy such cesses or abwabs? 

(c) Has a general inquiry on the subject been held or is it being held, 

by the Board of Revenue, as mentioned in the Hon’ble Member’s, reply 
to paragraph (d) of the above question? ' 

(d) Has the Hon’ble the Member issued orders to expedite the abo^ 
inquiry P 



20 


QUESTIONS. 


[4th July. 


(e) Is it the practice in other estates under the management of the 
Court of Wards to levy a salami from the tenants for jiermission to dig 
tanks ? 

(/) Have the Government come to any decision regarding the advis¬ 
ability of continuing the levy of such salami? 


The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BUROWAN ; (a), (fe), (c), {d), (e) and (/) The Board has directed 
a general inquiry to be made in all districts as to how tar the realisation 
of illegal cesses or ahwahs contemplated in these questions is prevalent 
in wards' as well as in private estates. The inquiry will necessarily 
take some time. On its completion necessary orders will be passed by 
Government. 


Messrs. Biss and Durui on special duty in the Education Department. 

*XXXIII. Mr. H. A. STARK: In continuation of the questions 
to which answers were given at the meeting of the Legislative Council 
held on the 1st April, 1921, will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of 
the Department of Education be pleased to state— 

(/) whether it is a fact that Mr. Biss is unacquainted with any 
vernacular, and that he has passed no e.'camination in Ben¬ 
gali, Hindi, or Urdu; 

(«■) when it is likely that Mr. Biss’s report on, and scheme of, pri¬ 
mary education will be available for examination; 

(Hi) when will Mr. Biss's deputation in connection with the improve¬ 
ment of primary education in Bengal terminate; and 

(iv) what was the purix)se for which Mr. T. 0- D. Dunn was placed 
on “ special duty ” in the office of the Director of Public 
Instruction from the 1st April to the 1st October, 1912 P 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (i) Mr. Biss is believed to have 
sufficient knowledge of Bengali for the purpo.se8 of his special w'ork in 
connection with the expansion and improvement of primary education. 
The fact that Mr. Biss's work on special duty has been appreciated in 
many quarters justifies this belief. Mr. Biss has passed no examina¬ 
tion in Bengali, Hindi or Urdu. 

(ii) The reimrt has been printed and is being circulated for public 
criticism. 

(Hi) Mr. Biss's deputation will cease on the 28th February, 1922. 

(iv) Mr. T. 0. D. Dunil, who had been Assistant Director of Public 
Instruction in Eastern Bengal and Assam and was conversant with the 
educational questions which affected the three Eastern Bengal Divisions 
was placed, on the modification of the partition, on spemal duty, in con¬ 
nection with educational work at Dacca, for a period of six months, 
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with effect from the lat A^il, 1912, and was put in charge of the 
Director of Public Instruction’s office staff at Dacca. 

Improvement of date-sugar. 

•XXXIV. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur; Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state whether any decision has been arrived 
at as to whether the production of date-sugar in Bengal can be improved 
and organised on a more efficient basi.s to tuin it into a succe-ssful 
commercial product, able to compete with other sugars, both indigen¬ 
ous and imported? 

Tho Hon’ble the NawM> 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur ; The member is referred to the replies gh'en to the ques¬ 
tions asked by Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur and Babu Brojen- 
dra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri at the Council meetings of the 22nd January, 
1918, and 3rd Jamiary, 1919, respectively. 

, Mr. Annett has been definitely transferred to the United Provinces 
Government. The work on date-sugar has consequently been in abey¬ 
ance and work has been concentrated on cane-sugar. 

On receipt of the report of the Indian Sugar Commission it may be 
possible to take up the question of date-sugar again on such lines as 
may be recommended in that report. 

Nomenclature of the Indian and European waiting-rooms at Parbatipur 
Junction of the Emtorn Bengal Railway. 

•XXXV. Babu dOGESH CHANDRA SARKAR: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Depai’tment of Public Works aware 
that the waiting-room for the Indian 1st and 2nd class passengers is 
marked “ Indians,”, and the waiting-room for the European 1st and 
2nd class passengers is marked ” Gentlemen ” at the Parbatipur Junc¬ 
tion of the Eastern Bengal Railway? 

(h) Wi^ the Government be pleased to ascertain from the above 
Railway authorities whether they are prepared to make the nomencla¬ 
ture of the Indian waiting-room similar to that of the European ? 

The Hon’Mo tho Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB AL| CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Yes. 

(h) The Eastern Bengal Railway administration state that they are 
making ^the necessary alterations on the sign-board at the Parliatipur. 
station. 

» Report of MoAlpin CommlHoo. 

•XXXVI. Babu J0GE8H CHANDRA 8ARKAR! Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in oKarge of the Department of Finance be 
when ibo report tho McAlpin Ooittmitte§ wUl be on ihe table, 

0 
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and also when and how far the recommendations of the Committee will 
be given effect toP 

MEMBER ill Charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon'ble 
Mr. Kerr): The report of the Salaries Committee with the note of dissent 
will be laid on the table during the present session. It is hoped that 
the proiwsals of Government for the revimon of the pay of menials will 
be submitted to the Legislative Council ih the current session. It is 
expected that the proposals regarding ministerial officers will be sub¬ 
mitted to Council in September. 


, Unstarred Questions 
(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Proportion of nominated Muhammadan members in various boards* in 
municipalities and self-governing bodies in Dacca Division. 

1. Khan Bahadur KHWAJA MOHAMED AZAM; (a) Will the 
Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to say what is the proijortion of nominated Miis- 
salman members in the present union boards, local boar»ls, district 
boards, municipalities and other self-governing bodies in the Dacca 
Division ? 

(6) What proportion of vacancies to be filled up by Government 
nomination is proposed to reserve for the Mussalmaiis in these local 
bodies in the Dacca Division ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) A 

statement is laid on the table. 

(b) The object of Government in making apixiintraenis to local 
bodies is to correct possible inequalities which may result from the 
operation of the elective system, to secure the adequate representation 
of different communities and interests and also, where necessary, to 
provide for an element of official experience. Uircumstanees differ in 
different localities and no hard and fast rule can be laid uown as to 
the proportion of vacancies' to which members of any particular commu¬ 
nity should be appointed by Government. It is therefore not proposed 
to reserve any fixed proportion for Mussalmans in the Dacca Division. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unetarred qtmtion No, / ehowiny 
the proportion of nominated Muhammadan memhere in the self- 
governing bodies in the Dacca Division to ilte total number of 
nominated members in those bodies excluding ex-officio members. 


ItfCIll bodiM. 

District Boards 
Local „ 
Municipalities 
Union Boards 
Union Uominittees 


Peramtafi*. 

421 
... 65*7 

64'6 
39 4 
77-7 
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Phthisis eases. 

Z Babu BROJENDRA KI8HOR RAY CHAUDHMRl! (a) Will 
the Hon’ble the Mininter in charge of the Department of local Self- 
Government be pleased to inake a statement showing the number of 
deaths from phthisis iii^— 

(i) Calcutta; and 

(ii) in each of the diflerent^districta of the Presidency 
in each of the last five years ? 

(6) What accommodation is there in the hospitals under Govern¬ 
ment control for phthisis patients P 

(c) Have the Government any particular home or hospital for phthisis 
patients at any hill station or elsewhere in the Presidency ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) (i) The deaths 
in Calcutta under the head of ** Tubercle ” were— 

1,920 in 1915. 

1,738 in 1916. 

1,639 in 1917. 

1,826 in 1918. 

1,889 in 1919. 

{ii) The infoAnatioii is not available, as deaths from phthisis are 
not entered separately in the vital statistics of the districts. 

(6) There is accommodation of 80 beds for phthisis patients in the 
district headquarters hospitals under Government control. Tubercu¬ 
losis wards have been constructed in the Presidency General and Medical 
College Hospitals containing 48 and 24 beds, respectively, but the 
former have not been brought into use. 

(c) No. 

Compartments for lady passengers in steamers and exemption of obtain 

articles from luggage fares. 

3. Mauivi FAZLAl. KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state the percentage 
of passenger steamers of the Rivers Steam Navigation and India General 
Navigation and Railway Companies, Ijimited. in which separate com¬ 
partments for third class lady passengei's have been provided? 

(b) Is the Hon'ble the Member aware that the rompartmeute pro¬ 
vided for those ladies in ihose steamers are the hottest part of the 
decks, being just over the engine-room and behind .the first and second 
class compartments? 

^ (c) Are the Government considering the desirability of suggesting 
to the authorities concerned to see that these corapartmehts are remoTed 
to the right or left side of the deck? 

(d) Is it a fact that, chaukidars and constables attend the steamer 
stations of the companies ?. - > 

dl 
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(e) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether 
the companies pay any contribution to Government for the service of 
these police officers and chaukidarsF If so, how much? 

(/) If not, is it in the contemplation of the Government to arrange 
that a contribution should be paid by the companies in this regard? 

(ff) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the number of 
stations of the above companies and the number of crimes which have 
occurred in those stations for the last three years ? 

(h) Is it a fact that on the Eastern Hengal Railway the bundle of 
rugs, tiffin-baskets and small hand-bags, walking-sticks or umbrellas in 
the case of first and second class passengers, and the razai. or blanket 
in the case of intermediate and third class passengers, are exempted 
from weighment as passenger’s luggage? 

(i) Are such exemptions permitted by the above steamer companies? 

(;') If not, are the Government considering the desiiability of sug¬ 
gesting to the authorities concerned to see that a unifonnity of rule 
is made by the steamer and railway companies in this matter? 

(k) Is it also in the contemplation of the Government to suggest that 
tiffin-baskets and sticks or umbrellas be also exempted from weigh¬ 
ment as passenger’s luggage in the case of intermediate and third class 
railway and steamer passengers? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon*bla 
Mr. Kerr): (a) The joint steamer companies state that approximately 
43 per cent, of their passenger steamers are provided with screened 
accommodation for third class female passengers. The’ remainder of 
their steamers are either not sufficiently large to permit of separate 
accommodation being provided, or are plying ou services where the 
necessity for screened accommodation does not exist. 

(6) The accommodation has in the majcHity of cases been provided 
either forward of the funnel, which is not so hot a position as one imme¬ 
diately aft of the funnel would be, or immediately forward of the hos¬ 
pital accommodation aft. 

(c) It is not advisable to remove, the position of this accommoda¬ 
tion to the side of the decks, as by so doing the trim of the ship would 
be seriously affected. 

(d) Gh&t police are deputed to certain steamer stations to watch the 
movements of criminals and suspicious charihcters and also to regulate 
traffic. They are employed for the protection of the public and not 
specially in the interest of the steamer companies. 

(e) No contribution is paid by the steamer companies, to Govern¬ 
ment towards the cost of the gh&t police. 

(/) The answer is in the negative. 

(g) The steamer companies have 435 steamer stations. No. separate 
record is maintained of crimes committed at iteamer staiioita, 

(*) Tea. 
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(t) Yes. 

(j) The question does not arise. 

(k) Sticks, umbrellas and small tiffin-baskets of intermediate and 
third class passengers are exempted on the Eastern Bengal Bail way. 
The steamer companies are not prepared to exempt such articles from 
weighment owing Jto the amount of space utilized for their accommo¬ 
dation. Cooking utensils for use on the journey are. however, allowed 
free carriage. Government are not preijared to address tHe . steamer 
companies on the subject. 

Capsiling of ferry boats in the Hooghly betwoen Budge Budge and 

Naihati. 

4. Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to 
state the approximate number of persons drowned by the capsizing of 
feriy boats in the river Hooghly from Budge Budge to Naihati in 
the years 1918, 1919 and 1920 ? 

(b) What precautionary measures, if any, have the Government 
adopted so far for the protection of human lives in this regard ? 

The Hon*ble Mr. KERR: (a) Eighteen persons are reported to have 
been drowned by the capsizing of passenger boats in the river Hooghly 
from Budge Budge to Naihati in the years 19i8-1920? 

(b) As far as the Port Commissioners’ steamer-ferry service is con¬ 
cerned police guards are posted on all their feny landing stages to 
supervise the embarkation and disembarkation of passengers. The rules 
regarding the licensing of other passenger boats within the limits of the 
port of Calcutta are contained in notification No. 144 Mne., dated 30th 
November, 1908, a copy of which has been placed in the librar3\ 

Enhancement Df chaukidari tax in the Burdwan Division. 

5. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of the Local Self- 
Government aware of the fact that the Divisional Commissioner of Burd- 

r 

wan, at the last Conference of district ofiUcers, stated that union boards, 
under the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, would be permitted to 
enhance the tax hitherto known .as chaukidari tax, of every individual 
tax-payer to 50 per cent, on the old rate, and that yearly allotments be 
made by the union boards not only for roads, but also for sanitation and 
education in equal proportion? 

(h) Are the Government considering the advisibility of reconsidering 
* Gie decision of the Commissioner of the Burdwan Division and of fixing 
a lower rate of enhancement on the old chaukidari tax? 

(c) Is the-Hon’ble the Minister aware that certain union boards have 
imposed taxes on the agncultural income of the people, ignoring the pro- 
vision in seotion 40 of th« Bengal Village Self-Government Act ? 
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{(1) Is it in contemplation to impose double taxes on agricultural 
income, once by the union boards and again by the district boards ? 

The Hon'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) An extract 
from the proceedings of the Conference is laid on the table. 

(&) No orders were issued, b^t the Conference was asked to consider 
the desirability of union boards adopting a rough scale for self-taxation 
and a model budget for expenditure on heads other than rural police. 
The proposals made were suggestibus intended to help the union boards; 
and the Commissioner explained that the scale suggested would be use¬ 
ful as a guide to union boards which were taking ‘up the work of assess¬ 
ment for the first time and that it would vary according to local condi¬ 
tions and requirements. After his proposals have been discussedr by the 
Conference, the proposed scale of self-taxation and the budget suggested 
were accepted as model. The power of making the assessment in each 
union rests with the union board and it is not intended to interfere with 
their discretion in the matter. 

(c) The member appears to be under a misapprehension as regards the 
provisions of the law regulating assessment. Section 38, Village Self- 
Government Act, lays down that the rate imposed by union boards shall 
be an assessment according to circumstances and property within the 
union, and section 39 provides that the assessment shall be made in accor¬ 
dance with the rules prescribed under section 101. Under the rules 
issued under the section last named, agricultural income is liable to as¬ 
sessment as well as income derived from other sources. 

{d) Agricultural classes paying cess under the Cess Act are also liable 
to pay the union rate. The principle is not a new one, as these classes had 
also to pay the chaukidari tax under sections 14 and 15 of the Chaukidui i 
Act, VI of 1870 (B.C.), and the rates imposed by the Union Committee 
under section 118C of the Local Self-Government Act. 

Extract referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 5 (a). 

Desirability of adopting a rough seals for self-taxation by Union Boards and a 
model budgsLfor expenditure on heads other than rural polios. 

The President explained that this subject had been taken up because the District 
Magistrate of Bur.lwan came to him one day and suggested that it would be useful 
if an indication conld be given in the matter. 

In view of the fact that i>eople were generally averse to self-taxation when left 
to themselves it would be desirable to adopt a rough scale for such assessment by 
the Union Boards. Although it would vary according to local conditions and 
requirements such a scale would serve as a guide to these bodies who would have 
to take up this work for the first time. The amount now assessed as chaukidari tax 
would of course continue to be realised, but in addition to this a sum equivalent to 
half the chaukidari tax might ordinarily be assessed on each house-holdey for Cftrry- 
ing out the other objects of the Village Self-Government Act. As the poorer house¬ 
holders had been exempted from chaukidari assesameht this arrangement would not 
cause any hardship. The averi^ ciuMikidari tax of each Uniofi amounted to say 
Rs. 1,200 and ^ additional tax that would be raised for carrying on the other 
purposes of the Act would thus be Rs. dOO. To this miiht be added the District 
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Board grant which-would vary perhaps from Bs. 200 to 400 (indusive of the income 
from pounds which would be made over to Union Boards). It would be about Rs. 400 
to eadi Union in the Hooghly district, but in any district where it might bo less, the 
richer people in the Union might be assessed more than half their chaukidari tax 
and up to the maximum of Hs. 84 a year altogether as fixed by section 38 of the 
Village, Self-Government Act. It would hardly be possible for the Union Boards to 
make any appreciable headway in any of the numerous spheres of activities on an 
income much less than Rs. 1,000 in addition to that required for the chaukidari fund. 

Assuming then that the Union Board had an income of Bs. 1,000 a year for 
expenditure on heads other than rural police, the following distribution was suggest¬ 
ed:— 


(I) Bsnitstlon, Conservancy and Drainage ... Bs. 150 or 15 per cent. 

(3) Water supply ... ... ... Rs. 200 or 20 per cent. . 

(Besides the Local Boards would be spending themselves or preferably through 
the Union Boards the money they at present devoted to water-supply, ^he sum nl 
Rs. 200 a year would represent an additional fund at the disposal of the Union 
Boards for carrying out other works of this nature, e.g,, reclamation of any existing 
tank, the sinking of the tube wells, etc.) 


(3) Roads, bridges and water-ways ... Bi. 100 or 10 pe.- cent 


(This would be supplemented by the money now spent by Local Boards on all im¬ 
portant village roads which would continue to be so spent either by Local Boards 
themselves or preferably through the Union Boards.) 

(4) Primary education ... .,. Rs. 100 or 10 per cent. 

m 

(This would be supplemented by the sum now spent by District Boards either 
from its own funds or out of the imperial assignments placed at their disposal on 
Primary Schools which might be made over to Union Boards.) 

(5) Medical Relief Dirpettaaries ... ... Bs. 200 or 20 per cent. 


(The President explained that he considered adequate medical relief to be the 
must important requirement of rural areas.) 

(6) Bstabliahmcnt chargea and contingeneiea ... Be. 250 or 25 per cent. 

« 41 * « * « « 


Lower and upper primary schools. 

6. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: Will the Hon'ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Education he pleased to place on the table 
a statement showing— 

(t) the actual niunber of lower primary and upper primary schools 
for boys that exist at present in the Sadar and Narail sub¬ 
divisions of the district of Jessore; 

(ii) the number of students receiving instruction in such schools; 
(m) their percentage out of the total number of boys of school>going 
age; 

(iv) how many of such schools are entirely free; 

(i>) how many of them receive help from Government and the Dis¬ 
trict Board; 

(oii) the amounts of such grants-in-aid; 

{vii) the number of such schools exclusively for girls; 

(viii) the number of girls under instruction in those schools; 

(ix) their percentage out of the total number qi girls of school-going 
age; • . 
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(x) whether there are any such schools free for girls; 

(xi) what special consideration such schools, if any, referred to in 

sub-paragraph (x) receive at the hands of Government; and 
(xit) what steps the Government are adopting to further the cause of 
elementary education for girls ? 

The Hon*ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (t) Sadar.—Lower primary, 385 ; 
upper primary, 65. 

Narail.—Lower primary, 243; upper primary, 49. 

(u) Sadar.—Lower primary, 11,041; upper primary, 2,191. 

Narail.—^Lower primary, 7,431; upper primary, 1,894. 

(ju) Sadar.—Lower primary, 37; upper primary, nil. 

Narail.—Lower primary, 34; upper primary, nil. 

(tv) Sadar.—^Lower primary, nil; upper primary, nil. 

Narail.—^Lower primary, nil; upper primary, nil. 

(r) Sadar-—Lower primary, receiving aid from the Government, 2; 
receiving aid from District Board, 363. Upper primary, receiving aid 
from Government, 4; receiving aid from District Board, 46. 

Narail.—Lower primary, receiving aid from Government, 2; receiv¬ 
ing aid from District Board, 221. Upper primary, receiving aid from 
Government, 1; receiving aid from District Board, 38. 

(vi) Sadar.—^Tiower primary: amount of grant from Government, 
Rs. 9,176; amount of grant from District Board, Rs. 6,314. Upper pri¬ 
mary: amount of grant from Government, Rs. 4,930; amount of grunt 
from District Board, Rs. 1,803. 

Narail.—^Jjower primary: amount of grant from Government, 
Rs. 5,966; amount of grant from District Board, Rs. 4,904. Upper 
primary: amount of grant from Government, Rs. 7,371; amount of grant 
from District Board, Rs. 1,749. 

(vti) Sadar.—Ijower primary, 45; upper primary, 3. 

Narail.—Lower primary, 86; upper primary, 1. 

(vtii) Sadar.—^Lower primary, 904; upper primary, 1‘49. 

Narail.—Lower primary, 2,094; upper primary, 42. / 

(ix) Sadar.—^Lower primary, 3; upper primary, nil. 

Narail.—^Lower primary, 8; upper primary, nil. 

(x) Sadar.—One lower primary school for peasant girls. 

Narail.—One low6r primary school for peasant girls. 

(.«■) These peasant girls' schools, when they were started, received 
Rs. 20 each for furniture. They get Rs. 13 pe^month from Government 
—Rs. 10 for a Pandit and Rs. 3 for contingencies, 

(xit) Government seek to develop primary education for. girls by 
means of— . • 

- (a) Panchayati Union schools for girls .-r-These schools are main¬ 
tained by District Boards at a cost of Rs. 16 per month, 
Government providing the requisite liinds. 
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(b) (i) Grants-in-aid to deserving primary scHools.—Funds are 
placed annually at tke disposal of the two Inspectresses of 
Schools to provide grants for deserving primary schools. 

(n) Increased remuneration to teachers of aided primary 
schools.—The pay of the whole-time teachers in aided pri¬ 
mary schools and maktabs for girls [other than those included 
under (i) above] in District and Municipal Board areas 
which are conducted as indejjendent institutions unconnected 
with boys* schools, has been increased by Bs. 2 per mensem 
over and above what they get from District and Municipal 
funds. 

(«) The app{,inlm''nt of a staff of female inspecting officers. 

(d) Training of female teachers.—Government give generous grants 

to Mission and Brahmo training classes and maintain a Hindu 
and a Moslem training class. A large number of stipends is 
given to each of these training classes. 

(e) It may be added, as regards Jessore Sadar and Narail, that Gov¬ 

ernment contribute annually Bs. 39,532 to the Jessore District 
Board and Bs. 2,025 to the Jessore Municipality, for the main¬ 
tenance of primary schools. It is open to these authorities to 
spend this money on girls’.schools, if they think fit. 


Oemand for making Fakirhat police-station a separate electoral unit. 

7. Babu SAILArJA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
he Minister in charge of, the Department of liocal Self-Government 

aware that there is a strong popular demand for making Fakirhat police- 
station, in the district of Khulna, a separate electoral unit for the purpose 
of local board and district board elections ? 

(5) Will the Ilon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what action, if 
any. Government contemplate taking in the matter ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The answer 
is in the negative. 

(5) No action appears to be necessary. 

Results of action taken under the Sanitary Drainage Act. 

8. Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED i Will the 
Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern¬ 
ment be j^eased to lay on the table a statement in the following tabular 
form showing the results of action taken under the Sanitary Drainage 
Act during the period 1909 to 1919;— 

Headingt of Tables. 

1 

(1) Name of the district. 

(2) Who took the initiative. 

(3) The area brou^t under operation. 
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(4) Amount of expenditure incurred. 

(5) Who bore the expenditure in the beginning. 

(6) How t)ie coete werer realised. 

(7) Are there many insanitary bils, old tanks and other unhealthy 

places requiring action under that Act. 

(8) If so, why no action was hitherto taken under that Act. 

The Hon'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (1) to (G) A 

statement is laid on the table. 

(7) Yes. The Bengal Sanitai-y Drainage Act has, however, been 
superseded by the Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act. 

(8) Under section 3 of the Bengal Sanitary Drainage Act (VIIT of 
1895) action can only be taken on an application from the District Board 
concerned. 


Statement referred to in tJie reply to ansiarred question No. 8 (1) to (6) 
showing the results of action tahen under the Sanitary Drainage 
Act during the period 1909 to 1919. 


— 

Kanie ot 
schema. 

Name of district. 

Who InitiAlUe. 

1 

a 

8 

Uagrabkt 

Drainage. 

Sl-Farganas ... 

District Board 

Amta ... 

Howrah 

t In these cases the 

1 initiative was 

1 (a'cen by Oovern- 

Aral Ul 

Jesaore ... 

t nikiit. which asked 

1 the District Boards 
> concei nod to make 

Howl Suntbi 

34-Farganas ... 

the necessary appli*^ 
calton under ■mo¬ 
tion 8 of the 

Jaboona ... 

34*Parganai. 
Jesswo and 
Hadla. 

B 'ngal Sanitary 
Drainage Act 

(VIll of 1696). 1 


Area 

under 

opaiatlon. 


ttspcnditiirej 
Incurred 
up to 81st 
if arch 
1931. 


I 


S(|. miles. 
S83 


I9d 

SS 

148 

363 


Who bore 
expenditure 
in the 
bp^innliig. 


How cost 
n ulised. 


ne. 

3!),88,619 


33.148 

1.33,439 

1,36.396 

4.441 


Qovernmcnt.. 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


A rate has been 
assessed under 
the Ueniral 

Santtaiy Drain¬ 
age Act and 
.is being 

realised. 


The aohemee 
are in pro- 
greae. 


Primary sehools, madrassas and muktabs in Pirajpuye 

9. Maulwi AZAHARUD0IN AHMED; Will the Hon’ble the Minis, 
ter in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state— 

(t) how many aided primary schools, madrassas and muktabs are 
there under the jurisdiction of the Polioe.8tation in the Piroj. 
pur, subdivision in the district of Bakarganj ; . 

{ii) how much does each of them get as aid every , 
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(m) ]iow^jnaiiy,sc1ioQl9B.re tkei-d under the jiirisdictioh of the Govern¬ 
ment Khas Mahtfi and Colonisi^tion Departments and, how 
much does each of them get as aid'every year; and 

(iv) how many schools are under the jurisdiction of Zamindars and 
how much does each of them get as aid every year? 

Th6 Hon’biO Mr* P.' C* MITTERS (i) (a) Number of aided primary 
schools in the Pirojpur subdivision, 622. 

(b) Number of aided mukiabs in the Pirojpur subdivision, 131. 

(c) Number of aided middle ipadrassas in the Pirojpur subdivision, 3. 

(d) Number of aided junior niadrassas in the Pirojpur subdivision, 1. 

(ii) Average amount of aid given per year to— 

(a) each primary school, Es. 30-12. 

(b) each muktab, Es. 44-8. 

(c) each middle madrassa, Es. 500. 

(d) the junior madrassa, Es. 600. 

(tu) (a) Number of schools in the khas mahal area, 47. 

(b) Number of schools in the colonisation area, 2. 

(c) Average amount of aid given to each khas mahal school annually, 
Es. 43. 

(d) Average amount of aid given to each school in colonisation area, 
Es. 180. 

■ (io) (a) Number of primary schools under the jurisdiction of eamin- 
dars in the Pirojpur subdivision, 664. 

(b) Average amount of aid given per year to each primary school 
under the jurisdiction of zamindars in the Pirojpur subdivision (from 
public funds), Es. 27-8. 

Improvement of communications of Pirojpur town. 

10. Mauivi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works aware that Piroj¬ 
pur, the headquarters station of the Pirojpur subdivision of the Bakar- 
ganj district, is provided with only one steamer station, which is situated 
five miles away from the town ? 

(b) -Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that communications become 
sometimes impossible owing to the drying up of the only khal in the 
vicinity? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that there are no suitable 
roads which may be used for cars, cycles, etc. ? 

(d) What steps are the Government taking to improve the communi- 
, cations of the town? 

The Hon’blo the Nawab 8AIYID MAWAB ALI GHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (o) Tes. * 

(b) Yes. , During the ebb tide in the dry season, i.e^ from Novem¬ 
ber to April, communication by boat between Purojpur and the steamer 
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station is impossible. In the rainy season and at flow tide in the dry 
season communication by boat is-possible. 

(c) and (rl) There are roads on both sides of the Damodar khal 
between Piro.fpur and Hnlarhat. Both the roads are fit for cycling but 
are not suitable for carts, etc. Owing to the formation of chnr land near 
Hularhat, the mooring of steamers at that station is difficult and the 
steamer station has been shifted to Denakhali. The District Board was 
asked to make a road from Denakhali to Hularhat, but the project has 
been held in abeyance till next year, as the local people avsked the steamer 
company to transfer the station to Hularhat and the company intimated 
that the question would be decided during the next rainy season. 

Want of a chemical laboratory in the Campbell Medical School. 

11. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that there is no chemical laboratory 
attached to the Campbell Medical School for the theoretical instruction 
and practical training of the students thereof? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Campbell Medieval School students are 
required to attend chemical and laboratory classes at the Medical College ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that no adequate facilities 
are provided for them at the College ? 

(d) Are the Government aware of a feeling that exists that undue 
discrimination is shown in favour of the Medical College students to the 
detriment of the educational interests of the Campbell Medical School 
students ? 

(e) If the answer to the question above be in the affirmative, what 
steps do the Government propose to take in order to remove this grievance 
and to provide the Campbell Medical School with a chemical laboratory 
of its, own ?. 

The Hon*ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (b) The 

answer is in the affirmative. 

{o) The facilities provided for them at the Medical College are 
adequate and-differ in no way from those provided for the students of the 
College. 

There is no evidence that such a feeling exists. No undue discrimi¬ 
nation is exercised in favour of the Medical College students or to the 
detriment of the Campbell Medical School students. 

(e) The question does not arise. 

Proposal to start a Borioultural Sohpol in M^a. 

12. Rai Sahib NILMANI GHATAK: <a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state whether there is any proposal.to start a sericultural 
school in Halda? 
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(b) If so, when do the Government propose to start snch a school P 

Tha Han’bie the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) and (b) There is at present no proposal before 
Government to start a sericultural school in Malda. Arran jfeinents have 
however, been made since 1918 for imparling practical training in im¬ 
proved methods of sericulture by a trained teacher to the sons of silk¬ 
worm rearers attending the primary school at Piasbari in the Malda dis¬ 
trict. It is reported that the school is doing good work. 


Allagad interfarence with free voting in by-election for Calcutta South 

(Muhammadan) seat. 

13. Mauivi ME8BAH UDDIN AHMEO: (a) Is the Hon*ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department aware that pressure is being 
put, an undue interference with the franchise of free voting is being 
exercised by certain sub-inspectors of the Calcutta Police in the 
present by-election for the Calcutta South Muhammadan seat? 

(h) If the answer to the foregoing be in the affirmative, will the 
Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state what steps Government propose 
to take to prevent such undue interference in the present instance, as 
well as in the future ? 

The Hon*ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) and (h) It is under¬ 
stood that one of the candidates is a relative of a Muhammadan sub-ins¬ 
pector, and the latter, along with one other officer, appears to have can¬ 
vassed to some extent in connection with the election. Both hav^e been 
warned. 


Inspector of European Schools. 

14. Mr. H. A. STARK; (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge 
of the Department of European Education be pleased to lay on the table 
a list of the changes in the personnel of the Inspector of European Schools 
during the last official year ? 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking such 
steps as may insure some permanency in the tenure of office of the officer 
appointed to be Inspector of European Schools ? 

(c) Will the Hon*ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is 
proposed to retain the present Inspector of European Schools as such for 
a reasonable number of years? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT ef EUROPEAN 
EDUCATION (the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler ): (a) (i) Mr. A. Mercer, 
up to 16th June, 1920; (u) Mr. W. F. Papworth (in addition to his own 
duties as Assistant Master in charge of the Hastings House School), from 
10th June, 1920, to 13th July, 19!^ j (Hi) Mr. T. S, Sterling, from 14th 
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July, 1920, up to third week of September, 1920, (tv) Mr. E. F. Oaten, 
from the third week of September, up to the end of December, 1920; 
(v) -Mr. W. F. Papworth from the first week of January, 1921. 

(b) Yes. Becent difficulties were due to the death of the permanent 
holder of^the post, Mr. Maclear, and the illness of Mr. Mercer, but it is 
the desire of Government that frequent changes in the tenure of this post 
should be avoided. 

(c) Yes, but no guarantee can be given. 


Assam tea garden coolies in the district cf Burdwan and unpopularity of 

the Gurkhas at Chandpur. 

15. Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon'ble the Member in charge of the Polivical Department been drawn 
to the fact that a large number of coolies from the Assam tea gardens 
have reached the district of Burdwan and neighbourhood, and that there 
is a fear that they may spread infectious diseases in the district and 
neighbourhood ? 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
immediate steps to look into the needs, necessities and comforts of these 
poor coolies and arrange for their safe arrival at their village homes? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that many serious allegations 
have been made against the Government officials in connection with the 
desertion of the tea gardens of Assam by the coolies and their detention 
at Chandpur P 

(d) Are the Goverftment considering the desirability of appointing 
a commission, with a majority of non-officials on it, to inquire into the 
cause of the discontent prevailing among the tea garden coolies and also 
into the truth of the allegations made against the officials, the garden 
managers, the police and the Gurkhas, as also the Bailway and Steamer 
Companies ? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the Gurkha soldiers 
have become very unpopular in Chandpur? 

(/) Is it the intention of Government to refrain further from employ¬ 
ing Gurkha soldiera to keep order in Chandpur? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler): (a) and (h) All coolies from the tea gardens of 
Assam who reached the Burdwan district were despatched to their homes, 

(c) Yes. A reference is invited to the communUguS published by 
this Government on the 7th June. 

(d) The causes of discontent prevailing among the tea garden 
coolies were operative in Assam and their investigation is a matter for 
that local Government. As regards the allegations against officers of 
this Government, as also the Hailway and Steamer Companies, an 



1921.1 


QUESTIONS. 


95 


iaquiry was made by me and the results were published with the 
vommuniquS issued on the 7th June. The appointment of a commission 
to iiiiike further inquiry is not contemplated. 

(e) The member evidently refers to the Eastern Frontier Bides, 
^ho are military police. Various allegations were made against this 
force in Ghandpur and they are dealt with in the report referred to in so 
lar as they have been brought to the notice of Government. 

(/) The force of the Eastern Frontier Biflos now at Chaiulpxir were 
only retained there so long as it was necessary in the interests of iaw and 
order. 


Revenue derived from gun-license fees. 

16. BabU 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: Will the.IWblo the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state the 
amount of revenue derived from gun-license fees, and under what head 
in tbe Budget it is shown, and to what use it is being put ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir HENRY WHEELER: The revenue derived from 
fees for licenses under the Arms Act was— 

Bs. 5,678 in 1917. 

Bs. 6,666-12 in 1918. 

Bs. 20,115-12 in 1919. 

The’figures for 1920 are not available. The fees are pdid in impressed 
stamps and dre included in the receipts shown in the Budget under the 
principal head VII—Stamps—(A) Non-judicial. They are not devoted 
to any particular purpose, but form part of the general revenues of 
Government. 


Influx of tea garden coolies into Bengal. 

17. Babu ilATINDRA NATH BA8U: (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to say whether 
the Government thought it necessary to meet the situation created by the 
infiux in May and June, 1921, of large numbers of indigent coolies and 
their families into different parts of Bengal from the tea gardens of 
Assam? 

(b) Are the Government aware of the public feeling that exists that 
the continuance of a large floating population of unskilled and indigent 

^persons in the province is a danger to the health and the economic condi¬ 
tion of the people of the province ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state why the sending 
on of the stranded coolies out of the province at the cost of the province 
was discontinued ? 
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(/]) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the measures 
taken for the relief, repatriation, hoiising, feeding and medical treatment 
of the masses of coolies that came into Bengal from'Assam in May and 
tlniie, 1921 ? 

(e) Has any attempt been made to ascertain whether the coolies were 
anxious to go away to their homes, how many had the means to travel and 
how many were without such means ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) The member is referred 
to the communique of the 7th June last, in which Government's attitude 
was clearly defined. 

{h) The danger referred to is obvious and Government made sanitary 
and medical arrangements to meet it. 

(c) The member is referred to the communique mentioned above. 

(d) Prior to June 7th, these have been detailed in the communique. 
Subsequent to that date necessary trains and steamers for the repatriation 
of the coolies were provided from funds supplied by charitable organi¬ 
sations and individuals, Government arranging for food, shelter and any 
necessary medical attendance on the way. Only those certified fit for the 
journey were allowed to travel, the sick being detained at Chandpnr for 
treatment xinder the arrangements described in the communique. 

(e) The reports agree that the coolies were not willing to return to 
the gardens. So far as is known, the majority did not contribute to¬ 
wards the cost of the journey. 

Babu INOtj BHU8HAN DUTTA: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state what was the approximate nximber of coolies that wore 
repatriated from Asansol and Naihati at Government expense ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER; I could not off-hand give the 
number. Tt was the first batch that was repatriated by the Hon’ble Mr. 
Sinha. I fancy that the number was about 600 or 700. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA; Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state the-principle on which a differentiation has been made 
as regards paying the cost of repatriation of coolies from Asansol and 
Naihati as compared to those at Chandpur. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER; There are various resolutions 
on the subject tabled for discussion. Perhaps it will be better to wait 
than to answer the supplementary questions which are of an argumen¬ 
tative nature. 

Ejectment of oooliee from Chandpur railway atation. 

18. Babu J ATI NORA HATH BASU: (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of the J*o1itic»l Pepaitment ^ pleaee4 to state whoth|ir 
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the Bailway Company or the local officials made any arrangements as to 
the location or accommodation of the coolies, with a view to the pfoposed 
ejectment before the attempt with the aid of the military police on the 
20th May, 1921, to turn them out of the railway station at Chandpur, and 
was the accommodation notified to the coolies before the ejectment? 

(h)' Was any estimate made before the railway station was 'cleared 
as to how many sick and emaciated persons and how many women and 
children were in the crowd before the force was used to eject them from 
the railway station at Chandpur on the 20th May, 1921. 

(c) Did the coolies that were sought to be ejected from the Chandpur 
railway station on the night of the 20th May, 1921, show any aggressive 
or violent attitude towards the military police? 

(d) Did the Government consider it necessary to award compensation 
to the coolies that were hurt by the military police at Chandpur on the 
20th May, 1921? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER; (a) On the I9th May the 
Commissioner, in consultation with the Chairman of the muni¬ 
cipality, arranged for the coolies to occupy the football field, adjoining the 
station, and obtained the Agent’s permission for the ground to be so 
used. Arrangements were in hand for'putting up hiits, but before they 
were erected the incidents of the I9th and 20th May took place, 

(h) Government are not aware that any such estimate was made. 

(c) The member is referred to paragraph 4 of my report in the covvmu- 
niq\i^ of the 7th June. 

(d) No. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Is the Hon’ble Member aware that 
there was a great danger of the coolies getting wet in the open football 
field during the rainy.month of May? 

The Hon’bie Sir HENRY WHEELER: If it rained and there was no 
shelter that risk no doubt existed. 

Babu INDU BHUSAN DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state if any inquiry was made as to how many sick persons were left 
in the station shed, after the coolie drive was over? If so, with what 
results ? 

The PRESIDENT: I think supplementary questions are not meant 
for cross-examining the Member in charge aften he has answered the 
questions. I therefore disallow this question. 

% 

Want of a platform on tho Jangipur Road Station. 

IS. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN SINHA; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 

D 



38 QUESTIONS. [4th July 

say whether the atteiition of the Government hAs been drawn to the fact of 
the great inconveniences which the people in general, and ladies, chil¬ 
dren, the sick, the infirm and old people in particular, have been ex¬ 
periencing, and are l»eing daily subjected to, in getting into and down 
from the railway trains at the Jangipur Boad Station on the B. A. K. line, 
for want of a platform since the opening of the line by the East Indian 
Railway Company P 

{h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what steps, if 
any. Government propose to take in that direction; and, if so, when P 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI GHAUDtfURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) The attention of the Government has not been 
specially drawn to the inconveniences complained of at the Jangipur 
Road Station on the Barharwa-Azimganj-Eatwa line for want of a raised 
platform at that station; but in April, 1920, a memorial was addressed to 
His Excellency the Governor inviting his attention to the inconvenience 
suffered by passengers generally owing to the adoption of rail-level plat¬ 
forms at certain stations on lines worked under the East Indian Railway 
system. 

(h) As the question concerns the working and the internal economy of 
a railway, the administration is quite competent to deal with it. Govern¬ 
ment will, however, draw the attention of the Agent, East Indian Rail¬ 
way. to this matter. 


Relagation of duties of minor importance to sub-deputy oolleotors. 

20. Mauivi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HU88AIN:(a) WUl the 

Hon'ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased 
to lay on the table any circular or letters that might have been issued 
within the last two years in which Government expressed their intention 
to relegate sub-deputy collectors to duties of minor importance P 

(6) Have the Government given effect to such circular or letters? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state specifically the duties 
which they consider to be minor and which the sub-deputy collectors will 
be called upon to perform under the new rules P 

I 

The Hon’hic 8ir HENRY WHEELER: (a) A copy of Government 
resolution No. 1646 A. D., dated the 2l8t June, 1920, is laid on the 
library table. 

(b) In pursuance of the resolution referred to above, Government 
has ceased to vest members of the subordinate service with first class 
tJowers. Many of them are being employed in circle works. 

(c) The member is referred to the resolution placed on the library 
table. 
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Non-wwting sulMlepiity aolleotors with first class magistsrial powers. 

21. MauM MAHAMMED MADA88UR HU88AIN: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department he pleased 
to say if it is a fact that sub-deputy collectors are no longer vested with 
powers of a magdstrate of the first class ? 

(b) If so, what is the reason? ^ 

(o) What is the bar against investing this class of magistrates with 
first class powers P 

{d) Has any such bar been laid down in the case of honorary 
magistrates P 

(e) Are the Government aware that the order is considered by the 
sub-deputy collectors as a source of humiliation and that their general 
discontent has increased? 

(/) Is it known to Government that the sub-deputy collectors, in 
their representation, claimed equality with deputy collectors for doing not 
only first class case work, but doing other work which at one time or 
other, in one place or another^ is done by dep\ity collectors P 

The Hon’ble8ir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Yes. 

(h) and(c) The member is referred tp paragraph 2 of the Government 
resolution No. 1646 A. D., of the 2l8t June, 1920, in which the place of 
the subordinate service in the general administration was defined. Tn 
accordance with the policy therein laid down, Government have ceased 
to vest members of the subordinate service with first class powers. 

(d) No. 

(e) and (f) Government have received, from time to time, and have 
given due consideration to expressions of opinion by members of the 
service, regarding its status and its duties, so far as these are consistent 
with the objects for which the service has been instituted. 


Ferry-servioe on the Gai^ies between Malda and Murshidabad districts. 

22. Mauivi 8HAH MUHAMMAD CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be 
pleased to state— 

(«) whether the portion of the river Ganges, between the districts 
of Malda and Murshidabad, is a Government estate bearing a 
tauzi number; 

(ii) whether any private party is allowed to ply any ferry-service on 
this portion of the Ganges, not as a lessee but for his own profit 
* as owner? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statenmnt of the current year's income from each of the ferries maintained 
by the Government on that portion of the Ganges and state how the 
income is credited at the Collectorate? 

D I 
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(c) Do ihe Government spend any poition of the income for the con¬ 
struction and repair of the approaches to those ferries? 

{(1) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement of the ferries in the district of Malda taken by the Government 
from private owners since the creation of the District Boad Committee 
under the Cess Act of 1871 up to date and the annual income of each 
during the current year? ^ 

{e) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state, how many 
ferries in the district of Malda are still Government property, the incomes 
of which dre appropriated as I’rovincial revenue ? 

(/) How much of this income is spent for the approaches to those Gov¬ 
ernment ferries? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) (i) An answer was given to this part of the 
question at the Council meeting on 1st April last. 

(ti) It is reported that within the Murshidabad district there are 11 
feny services maintained by private agencies, viz., the zamindars, who 
lease them out to the highest bidder. The lessees are the only ones 
allowed to ply these ferries. The zamindars justify the levy of the rent 
on the ground that this is not for the main channel of the river, but for 
the landing ghats which lie within their estates. 

(6) Government do not possess any ferries on the portion of the 
Ganges managed by the' Magistrates of Malda and Murshidabad. 

(c) The question does not arise. 

(d) A statement is laid on the table. 

. (e) Six ferries. 

(/) As all the femes under Government management in the district 
m Malda are on the main roaids maintained either by district boards or 
municipalities no part of the income is spent on the approaches to the 
lorries. 

Statement referred to in the reply ko unetarred question No, 22 {d) 
showing the ferries acquited by Government in the district of Malda 
and the income derived from eaoh in 1920-21, 


No. 

Noow of ferry. 


Aaoiwi 

laeonM. 

Re. 

. Ravicais. 

1. 

AIhI ... 

a«a 

1,020 


2. 

Bairgnclii and Batnaixlanga 


825 

' t 

s 

3. 

Batnaiigola 

aaa 

60 


4. 

Dutnrail 

• •• 

826 


5. 

Jagadtahporc ... 

• •• 

65 


6. 

Rhanpore 

a«a * 

986 


7. 

(joalpara arid ita snbaidiary 

aaa 

m 


8 

Trimohani 


41 

' » 
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N«. 

SaiM ot tertft 



Annual 

Income. 

9- 

Gobritgliat 

••S 

*•* 

775 

10. 

Debipore '■ 

• •• 

• •• 

625 

U. 

Koehreklis 

• •a 


700 

12. 

Araulanga 

• ■a 

• •• 

300 

13. 

Mirjatpur 

« •• 


190 

14. 

Ghatojre 

• •• 

• *4 

410 

16. 

Barkole 

• ev 

• •• 

800 

16. 

Budhia 

• •• 


535 

17. 

Madia 

• • * 

• • • 

400 

18. 

Debakipar 

• •• 

• •e 

305 

19. 

Balupar 


• •• 

450 

20. 

Sodallapur ... 


• •• 

"495 

21. 

Madhiighat 

• •• 

• % 

1,150 

22. 

Belwarigbat ... 


• • • 

80 

23. 

Ekbarabad ... 

• •• 

• •• 

130 

24. 

Jaharpur dara 

• • • 

• • • 

150 

25. 

Pukhuria 

• •• 

% 

• • • 

36 

26. 

Mucbia 

• »• 

• • • 

600 

27. 

Kendua dara' 


• • • 

205 

28. 

Balia Nawabgauj 

• •• 

• • ■ 

■ 475 

29. 

Itakbola 

•• t 

••• 

60 

.30. 

Sajapore Kharbauk 

• •• 


40 

31. 

Kliutalia 

• •• 

••• 

70 

32. 

Goinaatapur ... 


• •• 

2,500 

33. 

Makrampur 


• •• 

1,320 

.34. 

Cbariinirjapore 

• • • 

• •• 

1,270 

35. 

Aibo 


• « • 

1,500 

36. 

Jbougbatta and Ua'iinag.tr 


2,400 

37. 

Peergnngc 

• •• 

••• 

1,325 

38. 

Niirpore 

• •• 

• • • 

12.5 

39. 

Old and New Nagbaria 

• •• 

• •• 

200 

40. 

Gboga 

• •• 

• •• 

13 

41. 

Tartipur Naroinpur 

• •• 

• • * 

270 

42. 

Rajmebal, Niivasarai and Fulbari 

• * • 

5,600 

43. 

Nawabgauj 

• •• 

• • • 

2,750 

44. 

Shyainpur 


• •• 

145 

45. 

Bangamatia ... 

• • • 

• •• 

200. 


Pony allowanco sanctioned to kanungoes. 

23. Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Bevenue (Land Bevenue) 
be pleased *to state whether the Government has lately sanctioned a 
scheme granting a pony allowance to the kanungoes in the Settlement 
Department 9 ■ ^ 

(b) If so, what is the nature of the scheme and the amount required to 
give effect to it P 

(c) Has this amount been specifically sanctioned in the current year’s 

Budget P 
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[4th Jult. 


{d) Is it a fact that during th® last twenty years of settlement opera¬ 
tions, no necessity for the payment of such an allowance was felt P 

The Hon’blo the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Yes. 

(6) Sanction has been accorded to the grant with effect from the 1st 
March, 1921, of a pony allowance of Bs. 20 per mensem to all settlement 
kanungoes who are required to do field and other touring work and actu¬ 
ally keep suitable ponies, subject to a certificate to that effect being given 
by the Settlement Officers concerned. The grant, however, is liable to be 
withdrawn or modified if economic conditions improve or if oohditions of 
service are changed. 

The amount required to give effect to the scheme is about Bs. 50,000 
a year. 

(c) Provision was made under the head “Travelling allowance*’ of the 
budget; the budget was sanctioned. 

(d) No. 

a 

Calcutta Police Courts. 

24. Rai Or. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur! (a) Will the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to place on 
the table a statement showing, year by year, the total “Beceipts” in the 
Calcutta Police Courts, between 1913 and 1920, under the following 
heads:— 

(t) in court fee stamps; 

{ii) fines; 

{Hi) copying and comparing fees; 

{iv) other receipts credited to Government. 

{h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, year by year;— 

(i) recurring charges on— 

(i) salaries of Judicial Officers; 

{ii) establishment; 

(m) contingencies; and 
{iv) any other item; 

{2) non-recurring charges— 

(i) in the shape of additions and alterations, electric fittings, 
sanitary plumbing works in the Jorabagan,*Kyd Street 
and Bankshall Street Court buildings; 

{ii) in the shape of furniture and equipment of the two new 
courts; 

{Hi) any other items; 

incurred in the Calcutta Police Courts between 1913 and 1920 f 
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(<!]lk Will the Hon*ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing:— 

(i) the ministerial and menial staff in the Calcutta Police Courts and 
the charges,thereon; 

(it) the police establishment attached to the Calcutta Police Courts 
and the charges thereon; 

(in) the Public Prosecutor and his establishment and the oharges 
thereon, in Calcutta Police Courts (Northern and Southern 
Division Courts) in the year 1913, 1915, 1917 and 1920? 

(d) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, year by year, the totals of the following cases, in the 
Calcutta Police Courts, between 1913 and 1920;— 

(i) the total number of all cases (“serious” as well as “petty”); 

(it) the total of all “petty” cases; 

(tit) the total of all “serious” police cases; 

(iv) the total of all private cases which came up for trial after issue 
of process ? 

(e) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing, year by year, the total number of— 

(i) serious and > 

(ii) petty cases 

actually tried out (excluding the cases dismissed, stinick off, filed or trans¬ 
ferred), by (1) each Stipendiary Presidency Magistrate, and by (2) all 
Honorary Presidency Magistrates, in the Calcutta Police Courts between 
1913 and 1920? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what sum is 
received as rent from the large godown which is attached to the BankshaP 
Street Police Court buildings ? 

The Hon*ble Sir ABD*UR-RAHIM: (a) to (e) Statements furnishing 
the information asked for are laid on the table. 

(/) No rent is-received. 


Statements referred to in the replies to unstarred question 

No. 24 (a) to (e). 

I. 




<•) rn 

Ooart-fee 

■tunpi. 

(«) m> 

FIdm. 

(«) (111) 
Copyinv and 
compktlttK lA«8. 

(a) (If. 
Otiwr reocipta 
to Oovoroii 



Ss. 

Ha. 

Rs. 

Rb. 

1913 

• •• 

16,098 

1,69,426 

4,418 

576 

1914 


18,523 

1,62,814 

5,964 

1 

1916 

• •• 

17,166 

1,45,228 

. 6,052 

116 

i9l6 


18,307 

1,44,673 

6,601 

116 

1917 

• •• 

19,146 

2,11,246^ 

2,162 

107 

1918 

• •f 

16,663 

2,24,998 

6,097 

249 

1919 

• •• 

16,010 

2,46,667 

5,677 

1,061 

1920 

•ew 

18,796 

3,29,476 

5,178 

5,360 
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II. 



(6) 1 (1) 

Salaries of 

Judicial offloen. 

(») l(ii) 
Batabllshmeot. 

(») 1 Iluj and ilr) 
ContiiiReiieies and any 
other item. 


Rs. 

Bs. 

Ks. 

19t3 

62,437 

30,659 

7.662 

1914 

68,701 

.34,959 

12,237 

1915 

66,796 

.35,464 

15,291 

1916 

37,430 

30,227 

15,996 

1917 

41,303 

28,409 

13,228 

1918 

62,328 

33,008 

14,624 

1919 

... 60,372 

3.3,009 

14,7.38 

1920 

59,045 

41,577 

16,60.3 


III. 



KYO STItBST. 

BAXKsnar.L Street. 

a- 

JORAUAOAE OOUUr. 


Becnr- 
ring 
charges 
fft) 9 0). 

Noil- 

recurring 

charges 

f»)2iii). 

Any 

other 

Item 

(0) 9 (III). 

(0) 2 (1). 

(&) 2 (ii). 

i&> 2 (iii). 

(6)2(1). 

(6) 2 (li). 

<&)2Uli). 


fU. 

Rs. 


Rs. 

Rs. 


Rs. 

Rs, 


I91S-U 

1,311 

11.147 

•ae 

... 

... 


738 

27,se2 

av. 

U14-15 

803 

410 

... 

2,761 

67,569 

... 

113 


... 

191&-ia 

52U 

80 

a.. 

3,776 

416 


634 

469 

... 

19I6.17 

2,678 

2,499 


3,838 

.a. 

... 

1,614 

6,000 

... 

1&17-1S 

348 

404 

... 

3.941 

166 

*aa 

1,099 

1,896 


1918-19 

3,111 

... 

... 

13,831 

1.337 

... 

6,460 

674 

... 

1919-90 

_— £. _ 

009 

»si 

... 

6,694 

1.626 


1,329 

8,938 



yo<«.—Bzpdfidltur? on faniiture anil eqnipin<!ut» non-reoarrlnfc. wliito cz(ien<litaru fur udilitious and alteratlnoa 
etc., U recurrloff. So far furniture and equipment arecoiic -rned, the above lnclii<le!i only new espL'iiditure ; other 
espeiidltuiu for tbeiic are Incladcd in continKenoiea in the reply to (6) (i), (iii) and (iv). 


Statements asked for in c (*). 


Desigaatlon. 

1913. 


IV. 

Pay. 

Rs. 

Averiige. 

Rs. A. 

1 Registrar ... 


saa 

200—10—250 

237 

8 

1 Interpreter 

aee 

aaa 

125-5—150 

143 

12 

3 Interpreters ... 

a •• 

aaa 

100-5-125 

366 

4 

One personal allowance 

« a a 

aaa 

aaa 

25 

0 

1 Interpreter ... 

« sa 

aaa 

7iy_5_l00 

93 

12 

1 Accountant ... 

aea 

aaa 

80-4—100 

95 

0 

2 Record-Keepr-^r and Castiicr 

sa 

. a a 

r,0—4 —80 

150 

0 

1 1st Clerk, Rnglish office 

saa 

aaa 

70—2—80 

77 

8 

2 Clerks 

aaa 

aaa 

50-2-60 

115 

0 

10 „ * ... 

a aa 

aaa 

40—2—50 

475 

0 

9 „ ... 


aaa 

3i»—2-40 

3.37 

8 

1 Clerk 

aaa 

aaa 

o 

1 

o 

t 

o 

40 

0 

3 Clerks 

aaa 

aaa 

30—0—0 

90 

0 

1 Clerk 

aaa . 



.12 

0 
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Deaignatioa, 


Fay. 

A.rarage. 

1915. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

A. ^ 

1 Ke^'iiilrar ... 

s t s 

200—10—250 

237 

8 

1 Interpreter 

sea 

125—5—150 

143 

12 

3 Interpreters ... ... 

• s s 

100—5—125 

356 

4 

One persoii.'il allowance 

see 

a 

see 

25 

0 

1 Interpreter 

see 

75—5—100 

93 

12 

1 Accountant 

see 

80—4—100 . 

95 

0 

2 Ilecord-keeper and Cashier ... 

see 

00—4—80 

150 

0 

1 let Clerk, i^liiglish ollicc 

see 

7u—2—80 

77 

8- 

C'lerka 

see 

60—2—60 

115 

0 

Csi 'takei nllowaiice 

ess 

ess 

20 

0 

lu Clerk- ... ... 

see 

40—2—50 

475 

0 

lY »»• ••• 

see 

30—2—40 

300 

0 

- •) ••• ••• 

see 

40-0-0 

80 

•0 

3 ••• ••• 

see 

30—0—0 

90 

0 

1 PotMar 

see 

12—0—0 

12 

0 

«»iporapy for Northepn and Southarn 

For Northern and Southern Divisioti.* 

Division and Bth 

Rs. Hs. 

Court 

A. 

2 Head Clerk and Accountant 

see 

80-0-0 

160 

0 

2 Clerks ... ... 

• se 

40—0—0 

80 

0 

O |a ••• * • • 

see 

30—0—0 

180 

0 

For Sth Court. 

1 Interpreter 


100—0—0 

100 

0 

1 Clerk ... ... 

s.s 

40—0—0 

40 

0 

1 ,, ... ... 

Stenialg, 

• se 

40-0—0 

40 

0 

3 AfenialB ... ... 

• s S 

10—0—0 

30 

0 

1 Menial 

ess 

9—0—0 

9 

0 

22 Menials ... ... 

Temporary. 

see 

8-0-0 

176 

0 

8 Menials for 'Northern and 

Sou them 

8__0_0 

64 

0 

Division. 

2 Menials fqr Sth Court 

see 

8—0—or 

16 

0 

Temporary. 


Total ... 

* 

3,143 

4 

2 Acoountants ... 

see 

80—0—0 

160 

0 

2 Clerks ... ..• 

... ^ 

40—0—0 

80 

0 

6 * ... ••• 

see 

30-0-0 

' 180 

0 
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I>«idaiiaMon. 


Tar* 


Meniah. 


Rs. 

Rs. A. 

3 Menials ... ... 

• •• 

10—0—0 

30 

0 

1 Menial 

■ • » 

9—0—0 

9 

0 

22 MeoiaU 

• •• 

8—0—0 

176 

0 

Temporary. 

9 Menials 

• •• 

8—0—0 

72 

0 

r 

5th Court almlished 

1917. 

Total 

Jr 

2,977 

12 

1 Begistrar 

« • • 

200—10—260 

237 

8 

1 Interpreter 

• •• 

125—5—150 

143 

12 

3 Interpreters 

»• 

100—5—125 

356 

4 

1 Interpreter 

• • • 

76—5—100 

93 

12 

1 Accountant 

sea 

«0—4—100 

95 

0 

2 Record-keeper and Cashier ... 

• •• 

60—4—80 

150 

0 

1 Ist Clerk, Ehglish olTiuo 

s ss 

70—2—80 

77 

8 

2 Clerks 


50—2—60 

115 

0 

1 Caretaker allownnco 

• • • 

20—0—0 

20 

0 

10 Clerks 

• •• 

40—2—50 

475 

0 

8 „ ... .« 

• !• 

30—2—40 

.300 

0 

*> 

^ „ ... ... 

• • • 

40—0—0 

80 

0 

3 ,, ... ... 

• •a 

30—0—0 

90 

0 

1 Poddar 

» • • 

12-0—0 

12 

0 

Temporary. 

1 Head Clerk and Accountant 

• • • 

80—0—0 

80 

0 

1 Olerk 

• •• 

40—0—0 

40 

0 

3 Clerks ••• »%• 


30—0—0 

90 

0 

1920 

1 Registrar 

sea 

200—10—260 

237 

8 

1 1st Interpreter ... 

sea 

126—5—160 

143 

12 

1 2nd ... ... 

ess 

100—5—125 

118 

12 

1 Interpreter ... 

sse 

100—5—125 

118 

12 

1 3rd Interpi'eter 

ass 

80—4—100 

96' 

0 

1 Head Clerk ... ... 

sea 

o 

o 

\ 

1 

o 

00 

96 

0 

1 Caretaker allowance 


0_JO 

io 

0 

1 Cashier 

a oa * 

80—4—100 

95 

0 

1 Head Clerk and Accountant^ 

aa* 

50—4—'80 

76 

0 

1 Cashier ... ... 

ak* 

4—80 

76 

0 






3 
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DealHnwtIoH. 

Iray. 

A.varag«. 


1920. 

Ks. 

Us. 

a. 

1 Kecord-keeper 

*** ••• sss 

60—4—80 

75 

0 

i Bouc-h‘ Clerk 

* eA ess • •• 

1 

-a 

1 

o 

75 

0 

1 Accountant 

sss esa 

75—0—0 

75 

0 

4 Clerks 

• S 4 e a • ••• 

60—0—0 

240 

p 

H „ 


50—'O—4) 

550 

0 

>0 


40—0—0 

400 

0 

6 „ 

••• ••• ese 

30—0—0 

180 

0 

4 Probatiuiiers 

*** see ass 

15—0—0 

60 

u 

1! Puddars , 

••• >*4 aes 

15—0—0 

30 

0 


Southern Division since abolished. 




Menials. 





1917. 




3 Menials 

••• ••• ees 

19—0—0 

30 

0 

1 Menial 

sas aa4 'se 

9-0-0 

9 

0 

18 Menials 

a a* a an aa a 

o 

» 

1 

o 

1 

00 

144 

0 


Temporary Menials 




7 Menials 

aas aaa aea 

8—0—0 

56 

0 


Menials. 





1920. 




7 Menials 

aa* aaa aaa 

13—0 -0 

91 

0 

8 „ 

aa* ••• ••• 

12-0-0 

96 

0 

15 „ 

f 

aaa aaa aaa 

11—0—0 

165 

u 


Total 

3,110 12 


Statement asked for in 

c (ii). 



> 

V. 




Tear. 

Kitebliahmeiit. 


Oost. 


« 



Its. 


1913 

... 4 Inspectors ... 

ass aaa 




2 Sub-Inspectors 

aaa aaa 




5 Sergeants 

aaa aaa. 

• 39,061 



& Head-coiistables 

1 

aaa aaa I 




40 Constables ... 

..a 



1916 

... 6 Inspectors ... 

aaa aa* 



4 Sub-Inspectors 

aaa aaa 




5 Sergeants 

... ...^61,900 



5 ilesd-coustsblei 

aaa aaa 

1 

1 ■ 



6j9 Constables ... 

aa* aa* a 
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T««r. 

1917 


1920 


QUESTIONS. 


[4th JlTfcY. 


Bittbltobmeot. 


... 4 lugpectors 
4 Sub'IitBpectors 

4 Sergeifnts 

5 Elead-constables 
53 Constables ... 

... 4 Inspectors • «« 

4 Sub*Iiispectors 
4 Sergeants ... 


Ooit 

Rs. 

■■■] 

... 46,600 

...1 

...j 


.-1 

... i 


6 Head-constables, Writer and Onlinary j 
45 Constables ... • J 


^ 57,123 


Statement aeked for in c {in). 


VI. 


Year. 

Public ProsB- 
eator’B salary 
with carriage 
allowance. 

Fees paid to 
Pleaders for 
assistinK Fublio 
Prosecutor la 
condccting 
Crown cases. 

Katablhhmeot 
of Pnbllo 
Prosecutor. 

Charges in 
typing Sessions 
and other 
briefs by 
extra typist, j 

Total. 

1 

Be. A. V. 

HH 

1 

Rs. 

Re. A. 

! 

Re. A. P. 

J913 see aee 

i8.600 0 0 


3.iS8 

548 13 

80.547 13 0 

1»I5 . 

IS.ftOO 0 0 


3,364 

1 

509 7 

83,009 7 0 

131T ess ate aae 

18,600 0 0 


3.384 

1.047 0 

40.385 0 0 

ISSO . 

10.8M 1» 11* 

i 

4,893 

8,360 

1,173 St 

19,735 3 11 


* Sitic« the Fettremeat of Ur. 3. T. Hnoie on tsth November ISIS the PnbUo Proeeciitor #u remnuerated from 
that date ap to 1 1th H»j I9S0 by fet», and not by salary. 

t The ohargsih fpr typing Sessions briefs' by extra typist iios been dlsoontiniied since the appoiatment of a 
pensaneot clerk from 7tb Jaiinary ISSl. 


Statemeut asked for in d (t) to {iv). 

VII. 


Tear. 

Total number of 
a nil oases (serious 

AS well as 
petty.) 

TofcAl of ftll petty 
cases* 

Total of allsertoge 
police coat. 

Total of all private 
eaeeo whtch oamc 
iof trial after 
time of 
proem 

1913 

96,713 

88,462 

4,578 

2,033 

1914 

... 79,518 

70,945 

4,269 

. 2,884 

1915 

76,446 

67,164 

R,841 

3,437 

1916 

... 73,691 

66,363 

3,567 

2,183 

1917 

... 84,917 

75,885 

3,364 

4,070 

1918 

... 71,402 

63,796 

3,482 

2,636 


91,710 

8J,9Q2 

i,664 



91,304 

81,613 

6,284 

2,246 , 
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Statement asked for ine (i) and (»») 

VIII. 


rear, 

Oaisr 

Court. 

tKD 

COURT. 

Srd 

Court. 

4Tn 

Court. 

STU i 

COURT, j 

SpROIAb 

Court. 

Hbqis* 

THAR* 

BEXOU 

Court, 

§ 

1 

Petty. 

& 


Berioiu. 

.Petty. 

i 

o 

a 

•.tWM 

« 

1 

1 

1 

m 

1 

1 

* 

£ 

a 

O 

•c 

w 

Petty. 

1913 ... 

9.489 

1.943 

1,440 

1,804 

1,097 

I0.3U8 

980 


1.603 

3,384 


63.747 

638 

6,905 

19U ... 

1.309 

37 

1,409 

10,194 

916 

3,060 

1.091 

1,656 

1.517 

15,391 

... 

16,430 

3,893 

33,572 

I91S ... 

I,.9S6 

33 

4.837 

3.387 

643 

309 

1,571 

374 

924 

1.010 

... 

34,159 

3,383 

33,583 

1919 ... 

1,939 

99f 

2,304 

1,171 

930 

31 

1,375 

3,410 

89 

112 

... 

33,333 

1.843 

84,941 

1917 ... 

3,001 


3,595 

••• 

,3.813 

3,139 

689 

8,190 

408 


... 

13,378 

1,339 

48,098 

1918 ... 

1,630 

7 

1,959 

S3 

606 

5,023 

1,317 

1,950 

181 

... 

84 

7.378 

; 1,743 

47,349 

1919. ... 

1,857 

• »« 

3,.543 

• •• 

1,506 

3,746 

1,817 

1.870 


... 

... 

5,749 

j 3,679 

67,347 

1930 ... 

1.230 

... 

3,039 

889 

1,131 

157 

991 

193 


... 

... 

. 1,839 

: 2,499 
! 

1 

71,907 


Expenditure on the working of the Industries and Munitions Departments. 

25. Babu INDU BHUBHAIt DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
jdeased to state— 

(t) the actual amount of money spent on the Department of Indus¬ 
tries, year by year, since its establishment; 

(it) the nature of the work done by this department as distinct 
from the work done by the Munitions Department; and 
(in) if the \^ork done by the two departments cannot be separately 
enumerated, what was the total expenditure cn the working 
of the two dei>artinents jointly, year by year.-* 

The Mon’ble the Mawab 8AIYID ItAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur:— 

Year. 

1917- 18 (from 29th October 1917) 

1918- 19 

1919- 20 

1920- 21 

Total 

(ii) In matters relating to the industrial development of tlie pro¬ 
vince* there was no line of ^stinotion hbtween the. work done by the 
Department of Industries wid the Controller of Munitions; Bengal. 


Expenditure. 
Jls. 
44,746 
... 87,787 

... 1,50,461 
.. 2,70,415 

5,53.409 
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The latter officer was interested in developing Indian industries, with 
8i)ecial reference to the needs created by the war, and the office of the 
Director ■ of Industries was combined with it and placed, under one 
officer. The nature of the' Work done .by the joint officer, rn matters 
.affecting the industries of the province, fpr the period between Octo¬ 
ber 1017 to December 1919 will be found in the copy of the Administra¬ 
tion Beport of this Department laid on the library table. 

(Hi) A statement of expenditure of the Munitions Offices in Cal- 


cutta is shown below:— 




Year. 

• Expeiiditura, 



K.S. 

A. 

V. 

1916-17 

1,050 

10 

3 

1917-18 

1,31,925 

9 

6 

1918-19 

3,62,100 

0 

i) 

1919-20 

2,71.711 

0 

1 

1920-21 

1,05,558 

15 

5 

Total 

8,72,346 

3 

8 


Teachers in primary schools for girls in oertain subdivisions of 

Mymensingh. 

26. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in'charge 
of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on the table a state¬ 
ment showing separately for each subdivision the number of lower 
primary and upper primary schools for girls during the years 1914— 
1920 in the subdivisions of Mymensingh, Netrakona and Kishorganj, 
the number of pupils, the annual expenditure, and the qualification and 
sex of the teachers of these schools ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that there is a general demand 
for women teachers for these schools? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to say what steps the 
Government intend to take to encourage the employment of women 
teachers in these schools ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

(ft) Yes. 

(c) Qualified women teachers are employed where arrangements for 
their accommodation can be made, provided candidates are forthcoming 
and committees are prepared to pay their share of the C;Ost in accord¬ 
ance with the Grant-in-aid tules. For vanous reasons a rapid ihcrease 
in the number of qualified women teachers cannot be anticipated. The 
supply being largely limited by social factors, change cap only come 
gradually, Imt, wherever possible, wom^ Jtoachera are emi^yed in 
girls* sehb^. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred qtteetwn Ko. S6(a). 


Kiiniber ot Upper Primary Schools 
for Olrls. 


Nanb or 
SUBOIVISION. 


fiadar 

Klshorgaoj 

Netrakona 


i s s 
i I s s 



2 ? 

ch A 


3 8* 


Number of IioWer Primary Sohoolt 
for Olrbi' 





801 339 I 373 ■' 314 I 391 


8 3 335 380 339 300 379 333 

3 8 3 93 133 138 143 163 189 


Number of Pupils in Upper Primary 
Schools for QIrm 


Number of Pupils In Lower Primary 
SoiiOols for Ulrls. 


N4MI OP 
SUBDlTlIIOH. 


Ssdar . 94 116 134 


Klshorgaiii ... 
Netrakons ... 


Namb of 
SDBDIVI fllOH. 


Sadar ... 
ICIshorBaiij ... 
Notrakona-... 



115 

98 103 105 


Annual Bzpemliture In Upper 
Piinwiy Schools for Ulrls. 



Be. : lU. 

I 

2.375'3.386 

I 

895 I 1.043 
773 847 






00 

A 

wm 

S' 

»•« 

00 


A 

mm 

A 

A 

5,790 

6,707 

7,763 

6.974 

6,313 

9,099 

3,588 

3,844 

3,017 


Aimnal Ezpendituro in Lower Primary 
Soliools for Ulrls. 



«e 

* ti 

m 

«• 

s 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

mm 

A 

pto 

Be. 

Be. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

6,469 

7,843 

8,845 

8,100 

9,165 

7.859 

8.0J9 

10.908 

8.474 

10,194 

3,978 

3,306 

3,789 

3.759 

5,087 


Namb of 

BUBDITI.310K. 


Qnaliflcatloii ot Teachers in Upper 
Primal y Sehoob for Girls. 


Quallilcattou of Teacbem In Lower Primary 
Schools for Gills. 



Sada-’ 

Kiidiatganl 


.' In the ossa ot schools oonduutad by mala te.'iohers the qaatiScatloits vai^ from Imwer 

I Primary Pass to Mlddto Examination Pass with a eery few trained men. while the 
... ... ; female teai^rs are generally Lower Primary Puss OertiBcato Holdars. There are. 

I howerer, some trained mistresses In the lUsilon aohools. 


Nsteokmia ... m | ' 


* The deoseiee ie #ne to jthe eoBrersli>n of one Upper Primary School into Mtiddie Temnoalar etatns. 
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QUESTIONS 


[4th July, 


Namk of 

SOBUIFISIOM. 


Total Knmber of IWbm In Upper 
Primary SobooU tor Olrlii 


Kiah organ j 


Ifetmkona.I 


Total UnmlMf of Teaehenria I<oe«r Primary 
SoiKWla for Olrli. 


i ! s 



»S I 12ft 13S Iftft 



Number, of Peiunlo Teacher. In Upper 
Primary School for Olrhi. 

.Number of Female TeAcher. in Lower Primary 
Sohool. tor Ctrl.. 

Tf A ME OF 
SITBOlVlSiOM. 

2 

.1 

2 

tZ 

so 

i 

• 

ca 

1 

s 

5 

e* 

A 

s 

i 

*»i*«iet 

so 

s 

oc 

4 

s 

CO 

s 

1 

'2 

8«dnr . 

T 

r 

7 

• 7 

6 

2* 

ift 

21 

21 

so 

47 

67 

Ebhorganj.. 


2 

2 

2 

I 

1 

2} 

42 

ftO 

61 

72 

09 

Nokrakoua . 

... 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

10 

14 

19 

18 

31 

29 















Number of fttale Taacnera In Upper Kamber of Hale Teaohera in lanrer Primary 
Primary Scbools for Uirir• Scbeols for Uirta. 



* Tto4aenaee la due to the oonrerelon of one Upper Prioury School into Mlcldle VernMolar atatu«< 


' Covermneiit pleader and public prosecutor of Noakhalle 

27. Munshi M|tKRAMALl! (a) Will the Hoii’ble the HembeT in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to say whether it is a fact 
that the pdst of the Government pleader and public prosecutor of 
Noakhali will shortly fall vacant^ 

’ (fe) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of appoint¬ 
ing one person as Goverpment pleadm* and another a>;i public iHrosecutorf 
(c) Are tha Govemment'^aware that the numl^r ol ciyil apd ciei- 
minal cases-has incr^Med to a very large extant?, • ’ . 
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(d) Is it a fact that Khan Bahadur Maulvi Bazlar Bahim and Babu 
Bankim Chandra Bose, the two {brmer Gk>vernnient pleaders and public 
liroseouiors of Xoakhali, met with sad and untimely deaths on account 
of overwork P 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing a 
civil lawyer as Goverpment pleader, and, also, anoihei as public jirose- 
cutor, from among the members of the local Bar? 

Tha Hon’IHa Sir ABD*UR>RAHIiis (a) The post fell '^acant on the 
7th June and Babu Jashoda Kumar Ghosh, pleader, Noakhali, was 
appointed thereto on piobation for a period of one yeai in Goveinmont 
order No 1930 J., dated the 27ih May, 1921. 

(b) No. There is no iwoposal from the local oIRcers that there 
should be two separate law-officers. 

(c) No. There has been rather a decrease since 1918. 

(d) No. 

(e) No. 


Cadre of Bengal Civil Service (Executive Brandi). 


28. Mauivi MUHAMMAD MADA8SUR HUSSAIN: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be 
pleased to say whether it is a fact that it is in the contemplation 
of Government to increase shortly the cadre of the Bengal Civil Service 
(Executive Branch) P 

(b) If so, has any definite scheme been formulated to give effect 
to the proposal P 

(c) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
Government have given effect to the opinion of the Divisional Com¬ 
missioners and Heads of Departments in the revision of the cadie to 
avoid in the' future the employment of officers of the junior service on 
duties more properly belonging to the major service, as laid down in 
the Government resolution No. 1646 A.D.', dated the 21st June, 1920? 

(d) If any increase in the strength of the Bengal Civil Service is 
effected, is it in the contemplation of Government to fill up all such 
vacancies from the ranks of the subordinate service, as claimed by the 
members in paragraph 2, page 7 of their memorial? 


The Hon’Me Sir HENRY WHEELER: The question of ijhe ade- 
c(uacy of the present cadre is now under the consideratif^n of 
ment Answers to (5), (c) and (<?) must await the de^cision aiTive<| at 
thereon. „ < 


) ' 


% 

I 
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whether the income derived from the levy .toll fees in the. river 
Bhagirathi is getting less and less every year or not? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
comparative statement showing the annual income from the above source 
for the last ten years ? 

The Hon’ble the MIAHARAJADHltRAdA' BAHADUR Of 
fiUROWAN: (a) The navigation toll receipts of the river Bhagirathi 
in charge of the Nadia Rivers Division have declineil during the last fen. 
years, as a result of development of railwa^won both banks. 

(6) A statement showing the annual receipts from tolls in the Bhagi> 
lathi river for the last ten years is laid on the table. 


Statement showing the annual receipts of toll fees in the river Bhagirathi 
referred to in reply to unslarred question No, 29 (6). 


Mtnwot riv<r. 


ItlS-U. 

1»IM4. 

j 1814-16. 

i 

1816.16. 

j]816.I7. 

1817-18. 

1818-18.' 

1819-10. 

1870-71. 


lU. 

Ba. 

•4 

Bl. 

B.. 

1 

Bl. 

Ba. 

Ra. 

Bs. 

1 

It*. 

BhagtrAOil.— 
rMKipor Toll Sbation... 

».M4 

4,M7 

1,488 

1.786 

1.777 

1,696 

1,656 

1.683 

1,833 

1.138 

Swurapxknj ditto ... 

9.WS 

C.803 

6.186 

1,'806 

1.386 

1,306 

1,647 

3.818 

3,663 

1.964 

1 

Totol 



8,614 

4,680 

I '' 

4,168 

• 

4,001 

5.60S 

j 

i 1 

r"i 

4.616 

8,111 


Abolition of the office of the Additional Legal Remembrancer. 


30. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN SINHAl (a) Will the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to say why 
the same course of action, as has been followed in the case of the Direc* 
tor of Public Information, has not been followed in the case of the 
abolition of the post of Additional liegal Remembrancer and his staff P 
(6) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
Additional Legal Remembrancer and his staff woto consulted before 
taking this step in order to ascertain whether they had anything to 
say on the matter, as also to judge whether they or any of them were 
likely to'suffer in any way by the sudden abolition of,the Department 
before the stipulated date? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
Government propose to oomp^iNite those'who’havo heeu put io pecuniary 
loss in consequence of the^^abolitikm of the Department before the time 
guaranteed by them? . ' 


Tbi Hoii^la iir ABO-ilil-RAHfllf <d> i^e Meotor of Informa¬ 
tics. is nOit an und«ff 


Ih aocord^lSoe 
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inunediately on ilie conclusion of ihe period covered by tbe terms of his 
Agreement with. Government., 

Bdtention of the Additional Legal Bemembrancer and his staff was 
permitted by the Govemmenf^ of India, subject to the sanction of the 
Secretary of State for India which did not arrive before the x>osts were 
abolished in accordance with the vote of the Legislative Council. The 
two cases were therefore different and could not be treated alike. 

(6) -The Legislative Council refused to vote for the demand for the 
grant provided in the currenli year’s budget for the Additional Legal 
Bemembrancer and his staff. For this decision the member who has 
asked this question together with those who voted with him against the 
demand, are responsible; and it was for them to consider the possible 
effects of their action before recording their votes. It is not correct to 
say, as is assumed in the question, that there was any stipulation that 
the Department should continue for any particular period. 

(c) No. The necessary notice of one month was given to the Addi¬ 
tional Legal Bemembrancer and his staff. It is not correct, as is 
assumed in the question, that the Department was guaranteed to be 
continued for any specific period. 


Sub-Jail darks. 

31. BabU 8URENDRA NARAYAN SINHAl (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Bevenue (Jails) be pleased 
to state what steps, if any, ..Government are taking on the several memo¬ 
rials submitted to them by the' sub-jail clerks P 

(b) Is it a &ct that the sub-jail clerks have been working on the 
same pay since 1909, and that no increment whatever has been granted 
to themP 

Tha Han’bla Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMl (a) The report of the committee 
appointed to advice Government on the revision of the pay of ministerial 
officers is now under consideration., 

No separate action is being taken on the memorials. 

(b) No. They have been in receipt of ad-mterim allowances. 


Wagaa af taa garden odolias. 

32. Babu SURENDRA NARAYAN, flNHAl Will. the Hon.«bIe 
tke Member in charge of'^he Department of Uommerce^be pleased to 
state whether, the Government are taking lany steps to fix the daily 
wages of the coolies working in, the .tea gardens of Bengal. ' 

ilSMBBR ebvfia d DEPARTMENT at OQMMEilGE (tha 

' abater Is,il;^^ihe^heg^ 


»1 
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Improvements in the ealariee of the staffs of Victoria and Dow Hill 

Schools, Kurseong. 

33. Mr. H. A. STARK: Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of 
European Education be pleased to say whether the Government are con¬ 
sidering the desirability of giving effect to the proposed improvements 
in the salaries of the staffs of Victoria and Bow Hill Schools, Kurseong, 
and for which special grants have been voted, at least so far as the pre¬ 
sent teachers are concerned, within the current financial year? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: The answer is in the 
affirmative: it is hoped that orders will issue shortly. 

7 . 

Bulli bil scheme. 

34. Rai HARENORANATH CHAUDHDRI: (<7) Will the Hon’hle 
the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to 
refer to my unstarred question No. 65 for the meeting of the 1st 
April, 1921, and state whether the Bulli hil scheme as prepared, will 
be published for public information after the scrutiny and revision by 
the department mentioned in reply thereto? 

(6) Has any representation reached the Government with reference 
to the said scheme, stating what kind of canal is necessary for and 
desired by the people jrf the locality ? 

The Hon’ble Die MAHARAJADHiRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) It is not the intentiofi of Government to publish the 
scheme for public information after it hCh been revised by the BeparU 
ment. - 

(5) A representation from the Sibhati-Sangrampore Union Com¬ 
mittee has been received on this subject which will be duly considered 
by the Department. 


BarasctfBasirhat Light Railway. 


35. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Have the com¬ 
plaints attracted the notice of the Government—• 


(t) that passengers on the Baracet-Basiihtat Bight Bailway suffer 
much from want of accommodation; 

(ii) thaf trains, especihBy the night Mn, run '«ery late on that 
line, caulking npieh inconvenience to the passengers; and 
(m> that the seats and cushions in the fiint ^ass ^compartments are 
in an extrmely had conation? . . 


(5) HohfbloHRhisfet in charge of Iho 

l^hlie Works he ]|pLeiuied to'ref^ to tfie antwar gtyen On the iiit ”0l 
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last to my unstarred question No. 103 «nd state whether the Govem>- 
ment mre eonsidering the desirability. of drawing the attention, of the 
management ' of the said'light ' railway to these complaints and of 
requesting them to take adequate steps to prevent the recurrence of 
such accidents in the future? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAlYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahaihir: (a), (i) . («) and (tu) No complaints in regard to the 
three specific points mentioned in the question have reached Govern¬ 
ment. 

(b) The question of the defective lighting of carriages in the even¬ 

ing trains running on the Baraset-Basirhat Light Railway i-oferred to 
in unstarred question No. 103 put by the member at the meeting of the 
Legislative Council on the Ist April, 1921, has been taken up with the 
administration of the railway, and the matter is at present under inquiry 
with a view to improving' the lighting airangements of the evening 
trains. > ’ 

J 

The statistics of accidents will be brought to the notice of the 
management, and they will be requested to take early and adequate 
steps to reduce the possibility of accidents to a minimum in future. 

I 

BakarganJ Maghs. 

36. Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAB GUPTAS (a) Will the 
Hon'ble the Member in charge of the Department Of Revenue (Land 
Revenue) be pleased to state whether it is a fdbt that the Maghs or the 
Arakanese of the Bakarganj Sundarbaus were the pioneers in the work 
of reclamation of the Bakarganj Sundarbans, since pre-British days? 

(h) Is it a fact thaidhey were induced or attracted to settle and 
stay on, by being given permanent rights in the lands they reclaimed 
both in Government khas rtxahals as well as under private talukdars? 

(c) Is it a fact that after the passing of Bengal Act II of 1918 those 
Maghs have been declared to be aborigines,” and have thus been 
deprived of their rights of free transferabUity of their holdings and 
tenures and that restraints have been put upon such rights ? 

(d) Is it a fact that such rights were recognised and recorded in the 
course of the last settlement operations? 

(e) Are the Government aware that a great deal of feeling of unrest 
has been created among the Magh population? 

(/) Is it a fact that they aj^roached the. Bengal Provincial Con- 
^ference at its last session at Barisal, with a view to join the non-o 
operation movement, in , the event, of their grievances, on this accre no\ 
being removed ? ^ . 

tiM Hen’blt th* MAHARAdADHIRAdA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN i (a) In the District Gazetteer it is stated* that the Maghs 
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o&ma from Anrakan at the ead oi the 18th oeattiry, reclaimed the 
llabaabad islands and then flpread over the Sundarhans; also that they 
are excellent reclldmere of forest, but are somewhat indifferent as per> 
nianent raiyats, partly because they have a rooted objection to paying 
rent. 

(6). Ko information to this effect is available. 

• (c) Yee, within ilm police-stations of Amtoli, Galachipa and 
Barguna. ^ 

(d) Baiyati holdings in Government estates were entered as ** trana- 
fe^ble.'* 

(e) No. There is no unrest; the Maghs dislike the restriction ];nro> 
vided by Bengal Act, II of 1918, on the transfer of their holdings, 
though without it, it is reported that they would soon be expropriated. 

(/) A few Maghs were induced to attend the Iasi Bengal Provincial 
Conference at Barisal in the exxtectation of seeing and hearing Mahat¬ 
ma Gandhi, who was alleged to be the incarnation of Buddha. It 
does not appear that they had any intention of joining the non-co-opera¬ 
tion movement. 


Shooting incident et Kalighet Tram Dep6t. 

37. Babu ilATIHDRA NATH BA8U: (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of the Police I^paitment be pleased to say whether 
the inquiiy. into the shooting and killing of a imsser-by by a policeman 
at the Kalighat Tramway llepdt has concluded? 

(6)'If so, when do the Governinent propose to publish the proceed¬ 
ings'and the'result of the inquiry.?, 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whetheV any 
action is intended to be taken in the matter of regulating the use of 
firearms by the police f' 

The Hon’ble Sir HCNRY WHEELER: (a) and (b) The report of 
the Additional District Magistrate and tlM» r^lution of Government 
thereop were published in the Calcutta Gazette of the 33Dd June. 

. (c) No further action is intended as instructions regulating the use 

of fir^ms by the police are already in existence. A resume of* these 
inatfuctions is contained in the answer given to unstai’red question. 
1^0. 35 at the Council meeting of the 14th March, 19S^. 

* K , i 

Ettabi iilwMiit of t toobnlwt tohoif iw Odlonttoi 

38. Babu dATtirailA NATH BABU I Will the Hoq'ble the Idnis- 

ter ill charge of the Departmuttt of Agriovdttire and lndust]H«s, be pleas^ 
to staee what progress has be^ made in tiui oetablndaBin ts^unh^ 
8<diool at Clalcutta- • , • 





mi.] QtTESflOlJSi • . «9 

Tlw Hon'Mt the Navrab SAiYIir NAWA» AU ONAUUHtlllli 
Khan Btfiaduri The site for the sehool in Corj^^ation Street is now being 
acquired and it is expected that building operations will i^ortlj,- com¬ 
mence. The Goyeming Body for the school has recenGy been appointed 
by Government. 

Alleged ill-treatment ef a poor female phthisis patient at the Wledioai 

CollOge Hospital. 

89. Rai RAOHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Has the Hon’ble the 
Minister in diarge of the DejMirtment of Local Self-Government inquired, 
into the grievance of Dr. Samanta, m.b., complaining about the discharge 
oi, and treatment towards, a helpless and poor female patient, who was 
suffering from phthisis and subsequently contracted chicken-pox at the 
Medical College Hospital? 

(b) Does the Hon’ble the Minister contemplate taking any steps to 
remedy such an undesirable state of things obtaining in the Calcutta 
Medical College? 

(c) Have the Government taken any notice of the conduct of the 
nurse and the Hospital Superintendent in connection with this matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (d), (b) and (c) 

The member is referred to the answer given to his starred question Ho. II. 

Report in cenneotioli with the flriiil^at Kalighdt. 

40. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge .of the I^olice Department be pleased to state 
whether they have received any repMt from the Special Inquiry Officer 
in connection with the firing at Kalighat during the recent tramway 
strike? 

(b) If so, will the Member in charge be pleased to place the same 
on the table? 

(o) What steps have Government taken br what steps, -do they pro¬ 
pose to take in regard to this m^l^r? • ' 

(d) Is it the intention,of Government to publish the report? 

(e) Have the Govermtuent come to* any decision as to whether the 

shooting was justified ? . 

(/) If not, how have they dealt with the officers oonberned 

ThtHon’bitSir HENRT WHEELER: Attention is invited to the 
^reply to starred question 3fo. VI. . 

Blltlng up pf rhw Chandang in Caafun^ 

,41. Hr. dATtNDRA NATH MOtTRA: (a) Is the Hon^ble the Mem¬ 
ber in charge of the Department of Irrigation aware that the month of 

0 
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the riTer Chandana in the iuhdivifiion of €k>alundo, diatriet Faridpur, is 
silted np? » 

(b) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state whether there 
hare been any projects, before the Government during the last 25 years 
to dredge the silted portion so as to make the river navigable? 

(c) If so, what'has been the decision of Government on those pro¬ 
jects? 

(d) If no projects have been submitted, are the Government' con¬ 
sidering the desirability of drawing up an estimate for dredging opera- 
, tions of the silted portions of the river at an early date P 

{i 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAilA BAHADUR of BURD- 
WAN: (a) It is known that the Chandana river has silted up during the 
last century. 

(b) No projects for its silt clearance have been made out during the 
' fast 25 years. 

(c) The question does not arise. * 

(d) Government are unable to make any survey at present owing to 
the paucity of men in the department and, in consequence, cannot state 
when the project could be examined for purposes of framing estimates, etc 

< 1 

Inspoctor of dudieial Offices. 

42. Meuivi FAZLAL KARIM S (a) Will the Hbn’ble the Member in 
charge of the Judicial Deimrtment be pleased to state— 

. ft) whether thl§ post of Inspector of Judicial Offices shown in page 
183 of the quarterly Civil List is a permanent post or a tem- 
. I . iwrary one; 

(tt) if it be temporary, why is it shown as vacant in the Civil List, 

' (tit) if it be permanent, how long has the vacancy in the post con¬ 
tinued; and 

- • ': (4v) when is it likely to be filled up P 

A 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking the 
claims of the members of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) into con- 
‘^deMtion at the time of filling up the appointment? 

The Hoil*bl« Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMs (a) (»), (»i), (Hi) and (ii>> The 
l^pst wap created on grounds largely personal to Mr, Watson, who is con¬ 
sidered io be an expert in office methods. He went on long leave, with 
effect from the 25th March, 1918, and the post was left vacant temporarily 
pending his return from leave, as no suitable officer was available to 
officiate in hik place. Mr. Watson vacated the po^ permanently on his 
^UPfi^pijCnt aa Inspector of Office Procedure nnd^ 'Hia‘-<^Otrarnmeht of 

J'tine, 1920, ahd .the matter is 
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correspondenc# with the Government of India regarding the further 
retention of the post. This is the reason the post is shown vabant in the 
Civil List. 

(&) Does not arise at present. 

Suspension of work for “ Jume ” prayer. 

43. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM. Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state— 

(t) whether effect is being given to the resolution passed in the last 
session about suspension of work in courts and offices for 1^ 
hours for Juma prayer each Friday; and 

Ui) if not, from when such effect is proposed to be given, and the 
reason for the delay in giving effect to it P 

ThO Hon’blo Sir ABD«UR*RAHIMS (i) Yes; a copy of the Govern¬ 
ment order is laid on the library table. The High Court will be addressed 
when the printed proceedings of the Legislative Council on this subject 
are available. 

^ (u) Does not arise. 

GriPvancAs of the sub-iail clerks. 

44, Babu SAILAdA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI: {a) Is the Hou’ble 
the .Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) aware 
of'the following alleged grievance of the sub-jail clerks, vis., that they 

. are not promoted to the post of assistant jailor, though experienced in 
jail duties and equally qualified P 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of revising 
their scale of pay? 

The Hon*bla Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) and (6) Yes. The points 
were raised in the memorial which they submitted to Government. 
Government is considering the report of the committee appointed to 
advise on the revision of t])e pay of ministerial officers in Bengal. 

• <r 

Offer of houses for courts enci quarters of Munsifs at Oepalgan]. 

46. " Babu BHIBHMADEV DAB: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether any 
, offer of houses for courts and quarters of Munsifs has been made by the 
public of Gopalgan j P K ' ' - 

(b) Is it in the contemplation of the Government to accept the offer? 

ThO.Hoil’blo Bhr ABO>UR"RAHIli: (a) A memorial was, received 
from Babu Kedaraswar Ray and others offering certain hbuses for the 
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courts and residences for Munsifs at Gopalganj and they have been asked 
to submit definite proposals through the District Judge. 

(b) The member is referred to the answer given to (6) of the ques¬ 
tion asked by him at the meeting of the 1st April, 1921, regarding the 
removal of the munsifi from Bhanga. 

Jailore and Jail suparintandents. 

46. Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased tq 
state whether, as recommended by the Jail Committee of 1919-20, Govern¬ 
ment are considering the desirability of appointing wholetime superin 
tendents for large district jails and for central jails (vide paragraphs 31, 
32 and 33 of the report) ? 

(6) What steps, if any, have been taken by the Government to 
recruit whole-time superintendents for district jails from the ranks of 
jqilorsP. 

(e) In regard to the recommendations contained in. paragraph 52 of 
the report— 

(t) what steps are being taken by the Government to raise the pay 
and status of jailors; 

(it) whether Government are prepared to give immediate effect to 
' the recommendations of the committee, so far as they lay down 
that ** in future all jailors should be gazetted ofBcers. This 
is important as giving them social and official status 
entitling them to a seat in a collector’s durbar on official 
occasions and generally placing them in the position which 
their undoubted responsibilities demand ”; and 

(in) whether the appointment of deputy jailors and the clerical 
staff is in contemplation, as reccommended in paragraphs 42 
and 44 of the report ? 

Tha Hon'bit Sir ABD-UR*RAKIMl .The recommendations of the 
Jail Committee are under the consideration of Government. 

« 

. - i. 

Ramian and Mutlim oanviett. . 

47. Mr. RAZAim RAHMAN KHANS (a) WiU the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Deiwrtment of Revenue {JaUa) |;>e, pleased to 
state what facilities are at present afforded to lluslim eiq&victs in jails 
to enable them to observe the fast during the month of J^mean9 

(b) Tn case no fdcili^es are afforded, are the Gorerament consider¬ 
ing it advisable to issue instructions that dturiiig Jhe month .^of 
Muslim convicts be allowed fficilities to enahle tham to tsihe thw lUeale 
in the latter part of the night, in ovdw that 4!iey atay! observe the last 
’during the dayP ^ 
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(o) Are tKe GoTemment also considering the desirability of issuing 
instruction to lighter tasks on Muslim convicts during ike month of 
Ramzani 

Tht Hon'ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Muhammadan prisoners 
wishing to observe the fast during the month of Ramzan are generally 
allowed to do so and are given two rations at night. 

(h) This question does not arise. 

(.;) The Indian Jail Committee have in their report observed that 
they could not recommend any relaxation of labour to the prisoners 
during Ramzan, as such a concession in jail would be to put them in a 
better position than the honest poor outside. Government, however, 
. mnsidering the question. 


Selection of succesMr to present Superintendent of Sericulture and 
certain works of the Department of Sericulture. 

48. Rai Sahib NILMANI GHATAK: (a) WiU the Hon'ble the 
.inister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state whether any selection has been made of the successor to 
the present Superintendent of Sericulture, Bengal, who is about to retire 
in view of the suggestions made in the meeting of the Bengal Silk Com¬ 
mittee held on the 19th ^September, 1919? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister state the name of the per¬ 
son selected, as also his qualifications ? 

(c) Has the Director of Agriculture, Bengal, made any suggestions 
as regards the selection, and will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to 
lay on the table his recommendations? 

(d) Yr'hat are the results obtained from the sericulture researches 
made by the department ? What is the income derived from these, and 
what has been the expenditure incurred? 

(e) Is any one of the serioulturat staff given a practical training in 
the management of the silk-wornf seed-rearing nurseries in the province ? 

The Hon'blethe Nawid»SAiYID NAWAB, AM CHAUDHURI, Khan 
Bahadurs (a) The suggestions made in the n\^eting of tbe Bengal Silk 
Committee held on the 19^ September,- 1919, relate to the appointment 
of a Deptity pirector of Sericulture, and it is presumed that the question 
refers to this post. Bai Sahib Apurba Kumar Ghose, Superintendent 
of Sericultdre'offiiJdated as Deputy Director of Sericulture from the 1st 
April, 1921, till his retirement on the 3rd June, 1921. The question of 
appointing a permanent incumbent to the post has been referred through 
the Government of Jtndia to the Secretary of State. In the meantime 
Mr. Prabhat'Cheind^ Ohau^huri has been appointed to act*as Deputy 
Director. ... 



64 


QUESTIONS. 


[4th July 

t 

(b) and (c) Aa the matter has been referred to the Secretary of State, 
this Government are not at present in a position to give any further infor¬ 
mation on the subject. 

(d) For the result so far achieved, the ntimlwr is referred to the 
report of the Agriculture Department for 1919-20. The amount spent iip 
to March, 1921, on sericultural researches, was Bs. 2,32,549 and the 
receipts amounted to Rs. 6,549. The total expenditure and receipts of 
the Sericultural Department amounted to Bs. 12,10,176 and Bs. 3,59,447, 
respectively. 

(c) All the officers of the Sericultural Department, except the Super¬ 
intendent in charge of sericultural research, receive practical training 
in the management of the seed-rearing nurseries. 

Rai Sahib NILMAHI GHATAK: Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries kindly state 
whether^he has received any information from the‘Collector of Murshi- 
dabad, since these questions were put, about the Research made in the 
Berhampur Central Nursery ? * ■ 

The Hon’blethe NawabSAlYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Mhan 
Bahadur: No. ...' 


Witer-hyaGinth committee. . 

49, Babu BHI8HMADEV DAB: t\^l t% Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased to 
state when the water-hyacinth committee vill be formed? . 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYIO NAWAB ALI CHAUDMURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The member is referred to resolution No. 2221 Agri., 
dated the 20th June, 1921, published in Part I, page 1026, of the Calcutta 
Gazette of the 22nd idem. 

Privilege leave to members of the Bengal Civil (dudloial) Service. 

60. Rai HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Judicial Department bepl'easili to state when 
they intend to make provision for privilege leave on full pay for members 
of the Judicial Branch of the Bengal Civil Service P 

(b) For what period will such leave be allowedP 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state whe^er they ..are con¬ 
sidering the desirability of granting extension to those gasetted officers 
who are both physically and mentally fit to do their duties P 

The HoiPble Sir ABD-UR-RAMIMj (a) and (6) The matter is stdl 
under the consideration of the Government of India* * 

(<r) The present rule governing the matter is: **Odicer8 other than 
ministerial, who have attained the age of 65, should ordinarily be 
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required to retire and should not be retained in service* except where 
unquestionable public grounds exist and there is no doubt as to the 
physical fitness of the officer,*' and the Government do not propose to 
reopeh the question. 

8t«|l8 to enlighten oultiyators on the results of the experimental farms. 

51. Babu ilOGENDRA NATH ROY : Will the Hon'ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased to 
state what steps have been taken by the Government to enlighten the. 
cultivators on the results obtained in the Government experimental 
farms P 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Baihailur: The member is referred to the replies given to unstarred 
questions 64 (b) and (c) and 34 (c) asked by Babu Sarat Chandra Chakra- 
^arty and Babu Fanindralal De in the Council meetings of 4th August, 
1920, and 14th March, 1921, respectively. 

Board of Agriculture or a Board of the Agricultural Department in 

Bengal.' 

” jt ^ 

52. Babu INDU BfWHAN tliJTTA; (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state whether there is a Board Of Agriculture or a Board of 
the Agricultural Department in-Bengal P 

(h) If the answer to clause (a) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what are the functions of the Board and 
who are its members P 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUOHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) There is a Board of the Agricultural Department in 
Bengal. 

(h) The functions of the Board are to advise Government on matters 
referred to th^m for opinion or on any other matters which the President 
' may consider suitable for discussion. The following are its members:— 

(1) Director of Agriculture, Bengal, extojjllcio President. 

(2) The Deputy Directors of Agriculture, Bengal. 

(3) The Agricultural Experts in Bengal. 

(4) Veterinary Adviser to the Government of Bengal. 

Resignation tendered by sub-deputy collectors. • 

58. Mauivi MUHAMMAD MADA88UR HU88AINI (a) WiU the 

Hon’ble the Meinber in charge of the Appointment Department be 
. pdeaiE^ to , state hotr many sub-deputy collectors have resigned service 
during the past three years P 
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{b) Wliftt are their nataes, the period ol their service^ and the grades 
they occupied before resignation? 

(c) Is it a fact that very recently a Muhammadan sub-deputy 
collector posted at Qhatal, in the district of Midnapore, has tendered his 
resignation ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be'pleased to lay on the.table 
the letter of resignation, if any, which the officer might have tendered? 

(e) Has the resignation been accepted ? * 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER; (a) Four. 

(b) (t) Manindra Lai Banarji*"-*? years; sub. pro tern. 4th grade, 
(it) Sudhir Kumar Oupta—4 months; probationer, (m) Satish 

Chandra Gupta—10 years 2 months: 3rd grade, (tv) Khalilur Bahaman 
Khan—5 years 2 months; 4th grade. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Government are nojt prepared to lay on the table the letter in* 
question. This officer complained of the conditions of service and did' 
not wish to continue in Government employ. 

(c) Yes. 


Licenses for firearms. 

M. Babu NALIHI NATH ROY; Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Police Department kindly state the number of applica* 
tions for firearms made by the people of Bengal and the number of such 
licenses issued by the Government, district by district, and year by. 
year, for the last ten years? 

The HonmUe Sir HENRY WHEELER; The figures are being 
obtained and will be laid on the table at a subsequent meeting. 

Ohandbur outrage and alleged irregulartttea ef eertain olHeials. 

W. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY; Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Political-Department been drawn 
to the report of Babu Akhil Cffiandra Datta (m the Chafidpur outrage 
and, if so, will he kindly state— 

(t) what steps have been taken to Mcertain and remove the alleged 
grievances of the coolies of the tea gardens of Assam, and 

(it) what steps have been, or'are being, taken on the alleged, irre¬ 
gularities of Mr. WareS) the. District MagisbratOf Mr.>Bl. 0. 
De, the Ck)minissioner^ Uhittagoi^ Division, emd Mr. Mac- 
Pherson, the alleged reftfesentatiye .o| Association?' 

The H«n*ble iir HENRY WHEtLlRt 

(^.The quesGoh of su^ .ah ^vesHj^tidh ^ ^ for the Gev^*' 
m^t'Of Assam. The GovernmOnt 4^ B^gid hkvb he inftn^ 
%:eeniingit. V.'' .‘-v- ' -C' 
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(ii) Aftsuming the question to he an inquiry whether Government 
have censured or punished the two officers named in respect of the 
incidents at Chandpur on the 19th and 20th May, the answer is in the, 
negative.. Mr. MacPherson is not subject to the orders of this Govern¬ 
ment. 

Blbu INOU BHUSHAlf DUTTAs Has’ the attention of the Govern¬ 
ment been drawn to the description of an interview between Babu 
Akhil Chandra Datta ^and Messrs. Be and Wares as published in the 
press ? 

TII6 Hon*bl6 3ir HENRY WHEELER* The member is repeating 
the question. We have ‘c^n the description of the interview. 

The PRESIDENT: I disallow the question. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether any attempt has been made by Government 
tt) find .out if the description of the interview is true or not? 

The PRESIDENT: The member is again cross-examining. I there¬ 
fore disallow it. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon’ble Member bo 
pleased to state whether any inquiry has been made into the irregular¬ 
ities referred.to in my question? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: There have been inquiries 
made into the incident at Chandpur and full details of the result of 
the inquiries were given in a recent communique published under the 
authority of this Government. 

^Casa of one Shaikh Muhammad Dhunker and a head constable and a 

ohaukidar at Rajbari. 

56* Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Police department aware-— 

(i) that in December, 1920, one Shaikh Muhammad Dhunker com¬ 
plained to the Magistrate at Bajbari in the district of Farid- 
pur charging a head constable named 'Nibaran Chandra 
Guha and a chaukidar named Baghunath with having entered 
his house and assaulted him; 

(ti) that almost simultaneously the sCid head constable brought a 
counter case against the said Shaikh. Muhammad Dhunker 
tmder sec^qn 34 of Act V of 1861 j - ■ ^ 

that in the former cam ..the chaukidar was loimd guilty and 
^ sentence^ to.3 mnnthsf.,rigorous.imprisonment..by the court, 

; oi . . while m the latter, caaie me was fined by an jfrqno- 

rary Magistrate named dabu lUtadhah Chandra Bagidu; find 
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(t'p) that thereupon, the Uhunker having filed an appear to the 
District Magistrate, was acquitted by the latter, who dis¬ 
believed the case for the prosecution? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble d;he Member also aware-~- 

(i) that in connection with the above case Shaikh Muhammad 
Dhunker in his appeal to the District Magistrate charged 
the Honorary Magistrate with having tampered with ^he 
record and changed dates of his orders and asked for an 
inquiry about the same; and 

(n) that the Magistrate in his judgment on appeal remarked as 
follows:—'^'Very serious allegation! have been made against 
the Honorary Magistrate in this case and have bein sup¬ 
ported by an affidavit. They may or may not be trnp,"'hut, 
if true, they render him unfit to hold the posiiiofi of an 
Honorary Magistrate. The Subdivisional Officer should per¬ 
sonally make an inquiry into these allegations and submit 
a report by the 10th April.’* 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of making an 
inquiry as to what action has been taken by the Subdivisional Officer 
in pursuance of the orders of the District Magistrate? 

(d) Has any inquiry been made— 

(i) why the said'head constable, Nibaran Chandra Guha, was not 
tried and dealt with under the law, while his accomplice the 
chaukidar was punished with imprisonment; and 

(it) whether the said head constable has been departmentally or 
otherwise punished for having ** trumped ” up a false case 
as found by the trying Magistrate? 

The Hofl'ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: Government are not aware' 
of the facts. Information is being obtained and will be furnished at 
a subsequent meeting. 

* Primary aduoatioii for girls, 

' 57. MaulvC ABDUL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble t^ Minister 
in charge. of the Department of EducatioH be pleased to state what is 
the monthly average allotmeht to a primary school for girls ^rom 
public funds in 1919-20 and 1^30-21 ? .. 

(h) Are the Government considBsring Ithe desimability of.kdlolting 
additional funds to the- district boards and the municipalitilies for the 
improvement of primary education for girls in the>^eat year? 

. 1 * ^ I t ^ I 

Tha avetnge direct 

tqrO'jN^m jp^lie funds dorgirls* schooiin 19.19-20 was It!, d/ 

a tdonth* The figu^ f^ 10!^21 is not .yet known. , ; 
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(b) There beiag no pTovision in the budget it is not propo^d to * 
give any additional funds for the improvement of primary education 
for girls during the current year. 

Number of Bengal students in Imperial Forest 8clio(d and tho anmud 

expenditure thereon. 

88. Nai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA BAHADUR; Wai the 

% 

Hon'ble the Memjber in charge of the Department of E^venue (Land 
Revenue) be pleased to state the number of forestry students yearly sent 
from Bengal ,at the cost of the Government for training in the Imperial 
Forest School, Debra Dun, the jiumber of students sent last year, and 
the yearly cost under this head? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJAOHIRAJA BAHADUR ef 
BURDVli^N: The' number of students varies and depends on the 
requirements of the Forest Department of the Province. 

' The number of Forest students sent to Dehra Dun Institute and 
Cdllegie during 1920 was seven—one for the Provincial Service course 
,and the remaining six for the Banger^s course. 

The Provipcial Service student is granted a stipend of Bs. 50 per 
mensem and the Banger’s course students receive Us. 35 each per men¬ 
sem, besides travelling allowances. 

Opening the silted-up Junetien of Padma aiid Hooghly rivers. 

59. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; Will the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be 
pleased to state whether Government intend to take immediate steps 
for opening the junction of the rivers Padma and Hooghly, which has 
silted up, forming a cilutr of about 2 miles in length, with a view to 
make this particular portion of the two rivers navigable during all 
seasons P - 

The ttaiPbla the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: There is no present u^tention of clearing the entrance 
of the Bhagirathi river deep enoiigh to afford navigation facilities 
throughout the season. The proposals of improvement are receiving 
the attention of the Government, and the recommendations of a Com¬ 
mittee appointed to advise on the subject, vide communique of 17th 
February, 1917, are being given effect to as funds and staff permit. 

A* r. . Bettlouiofit buildings st JessorOk 

60. Rni HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon'Ue 

the hCeniber in charge of the Deikrtniei&t of Revenue (Le^ !|^ye«ue).. |ie 
pleased to state what Vms the cost of Erecting the settlement buildings 
at ' 
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* ' (b) What do the Gofvernmeiit propose to do with them after the 
settlement operations are over? 

The Hon’Ue tht MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR el 
BURDWANs (a) Bs. 1,46,761. 

(6) Unless the Settlement O’fficer’s residence is required for an 
Additional Judge, it will be available for the Collector, who now lives 
in a private house. The materials of the press shed can be used in 
another settlement. It has not yet been decided to what use the 
vernacular office can be put, but the Jessore settlement will require all 
the buildings for two years more and the buildings may afterwards be 
used for the Khulna settlement. 

Tolly’S nala. ^ 

61. BabU AMULYA DHONE ADDYS Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state what 8||)p8 
have been taken for the canalizaticm or other improvement of the Tolly’s 
ruda, and for the construction of new bridges And the widening of exist* 
ing bridges over the said nala? 

The Hon'ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: Besides maintenance and periodical silt clearance works, 
the following steps have been taken in connection with the canalisation or 
other improvement of the Tolly’s na2a, and for the construction of bridges 
and widening of bridges over the said nala during the last 20 years:— 

(a) Construction of a sluice at -Samukpota. Work undertaken. 
Estimated cost Bs. 1,50,519. Nearly completed and will be 
in operation during the current rainy season. This project 
of partial canalisation has in view the improvement of the 
nala by flushing arranged by suitable working of sluice. 

-(b) Project of lock and sluice on the Tolly’s nala at the ipouth of the 
Kaorapukur khal has been sanctioned and work started dur* 
ing 1921-22. Estimated cost Bs. 1>92,619. 

{e) Prpject for Replacing the Kalighat bridge structure by a iww 
bridge with wider roadway to carry tram oars was sanctioned 
in 1906 and works carried out. Estimated amount Bs. 50^000. 

Project for replacing the old bridge with plank roadway at 
Zeerut, by a wider and stronger bridge structure sanctioned 
in 1904, and works carried out. Estimated amount 
Bs. 54,000. . , , j 

(e) Project for replac^tg ,%MSWtihg Kiflderpore bridge hy $ new 
twth .'h^i^dbr roadway and wider 6q>an, sectioned ia 
1920. Vfotk in progress. Estimated cost Bs. 10,2d,BS4i u 
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Babu AMULYA DHONB AODYS Key 1 ask wliather any steps 
have been taken for the widening of the narrow bridges over the Tolly’s 
nala —1 mean the Tollygunge bridge and the Alipur bridge P There have 
been complaints by the residents of the locality. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BUROWAN S The matter has been from time to time receiving the atten¬ 
tion of the Irrigation Department but at present there is no proposal to 
widen these bridges. 

RMxcavation of tho Saraswati river. 

62. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY i Will the Hon’ble the Member 

in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that Babu Bakhal Chandra Ghosal and other leading residents of 
Bangcatpota, Anandanagar and thirteen other villages within the juris¬ 
diction of the Anandanagar and Kholsini union boards of the district of 
Hooghly, have been submitting representations to the Government since 
1912 for the re-excavation of the river Saraswati; and, if so, will the 
Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state why no steps have been taken up 
to date on the said representations ? » . ' 

The Hon’ble ' the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: Bepresentations were made by Babu Bakhal Chandra 
Ghosal and others in 1912 and 1916 for supply of fresh water into the 
Saraswati river. Such supplies were sent down as soon as the Damodar 
river water could be drawn into the Kananadi by construction of the 
sand dam which is put up across the Damodar river annually in the dry 
season, and the petitioners were informed of the action taken. Lately 
a representation, doted 25th May,. 1921, from Babu Bakhal Chandra 
Ghosal and others, has been received, which will be duly considered 
when local officers’ reports on the improvement of the khal bed and 
possibility of an assured supply in the dry season, which have been 
Called for, ]|k.ave been received. 

Foes for registration of undergraduates of the Calcutta University. 

63. Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: {a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to say whether it is 
a fact that the Qalcutta University intends to increase the fees for the 
registration of undergraduates f 

ib) If so, by how n»iGh> and what action, if any, do the Government 
propose to take in the niatter? 

Thd Ijten’bM Mr. P. Qt |IITTERa (a) Tes. 

(b) ihe Calcutta Uni^rsilby has applied, to this Government lor 
anthority to increase the registiration fee from Its. 2 to Bs. 6. ^ The matter 
is undmr the consideration of OoXemment. « 


»1 
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Rule TOgardbig raservatioii of berths in trains^ . 

64. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRAS (a) WUl the Hon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works he pleased to say 
whether it is a factihat there is a rule that no berth in any train in Bengal 
can be reserved without previously purchasing a ticket? 

(by If so, is this rule strictly observed in the case of Europeans?^ 

The Hon*ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) and (b) The local Government have no infortnation 
and the member is referred .to the Bail way Board. 

Measures to oheok the decrease of comrs and bullocks. 

65. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INGH ROY Bahadur: (a) Is the Hon^ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
aware that milch cows and plough bullocks are decreasing ? If so, what 
remedies are the Government adopting to mitigate the evil ? 

. (6) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that some private associations 
have been formed to solve the cattle problem? 

(c) Is the Government sware that a representation was made last Feb- 
niary by the members of the All-India Cow Conference Association, Cah> 
cutta, to His Excellency the Viceroy? If so, is the local Government 
aware whether the Imperial Government are ready to accept their 
suggestions ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) No. From Appendix IV to the Cattle Census 
Beport of 1920, it will appear that since 1912 the numbers of milch cows 
and plough bullocks have increased by 1,007,601 ind 141,878, respec¬ 
tively. A copy of the report- is placed on the library table. 

(h) Government are aware that an association calling itself the All- 
India Cow Conference Association has been formed. They have no in¬ 
formation regarding the existence of other associations with similar 
objects. 

(c) This Government received a copy of the representation made to 
the Viceroy by the All-India Cow Conference Association in. February 
last, but are not aware what action, if any> is being taken by the Gov¬ 
ernment of India on the representation. 

Failure of orops in the **‘btl ” areas of pargana Talihati bi FaridpuTk 

66. Babu BHIBHIIAOEV DASs WBl the Htfn’ble 4be Member in 

charge of the Department of Irrigation «be.^|Med to state wfiaL'etope 
Gi^vemment are taking to,, .prevent the n^mted. failures of Orops. in 
the bil areas of pargana . Talihati in Fjaridpur^ ocmsequent on the early 
Aooding of the low lands for the last eight or nine years? . ^ ^ 
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TiM Hdit’Me Ura MAHARAilAOHIRAilA BAHADUR Of 
BURDWANS The Government in the Irrigation Department have no. 
information of the early flooding in the hil areas of the. Faridpur dis¬ 
trict during the last eight ot nine years; hence the reply is in the. 
negative. 


Muhammadans in the ministerial staff. 

67. Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF : (a) Will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
her in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
vrhether the circular No. 3386 A., dated Calcutta, the 20th April, 1914, 
emphasising that one-third of the appointments in the ministerial staff 
should be given to the Muhammadans is being adhered to? 

(6) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
steps to give the Muhammadans a fair representation in the ministerial 
staff ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) and (6) Government 
attach great importance to compliance with the circular in question 
and adhere to it as a statement of the policy to be followed. 

Bengal Civil Service (Judicial). 

68. Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state— 

(t) whether the Government propose to introduce a new system 
of recruitment for the members of the Bengal Civil Service— 
Judicial Branch; 

(it) if so, when is it likely, to be brought into force; 

{Hi) what principle is going to be adopted for recruitment for the 
Judicial Service; 

{iv) whether the Government intend to take the case of the Muham¬ 
madan candidates into their special consideration; 

(v) by what system the candidates already enrolled will b^recruited; 

(vi) what would be the age-limit according to the new system; and 

(vii) what will be the fate of the candidates who have already been 

enrolled— 

(1) whose age does not ekceed that fixed under the new 
system; and 

, (2) whose age exceeds that fixed under.the new system? 

Thc Hoii’blc Sir ABD-UR»ftAHIM: (i), (ii), (wi) and (iv) No 

definite statement can be made now as the matter is still hnder con- 
siderotion and is the subject of correspondence with the High Court, 
which under section 7 (f) of the Bengal, Agra and Assam Civil Courts 
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Act has the power to make nominations, and with Oie GoTemment 
of India. 

(v), (vi) and (vii) The matter will be considered when the new rales 
■on the subject are finally made. 


Progress in Damodar flood mitigation works. 

69. Babu BUOY PR08AD 8INCH ROY: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
what progress, if any, has been made in the following schemes, or when 
are they likely to be taken in hand in connection with the Damodar 
flood mitigation works, since the reply given on the 7th February last 
to Babu Fanindralal De, viz;— 

(1) the scheme for making a cut from Muchihana on the Damodar 

river to the entrance of the Begua channel; 

(2) the scheme for making a drainage cut from the lowdying 

lands north-west of Lakra to the Begua channel in place of 
the silted-up Bachurdha khal; 

(3) the scheme for excavating the drainage cut from Narendra- 

pore to Eumirkhola onwards to Baxi khal; 

(4) the scheme for extending the Gispati cut northwards by about 

two miles to tap a larger spill area; 

(^) the proposals for drainage cuts from Behulachuck und Tala * 
basins; and 

(6) the improvement of Arora khal south-west of Khanakul? 

Thu Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The progress of the schemes mentioned in the question 
is as below:— 

(!) Scheme for a cut from Muchihana to the Begua entrance 
channel.—A preliminary estimate has been prepared by the 
Executive Engineer, which is being scrutinized by the Super¬ 
intending Engineer, who is also collecting and examin¬ 
ing what the actual flood level was in the locality in. previous 
“years to 'enable him to gauge the effects of the proposed 
works. 

{2} Project for a cut from Lakra to the Begua channel in place of 
the silted-up Bachurdha khal.—Surveys necessary for the 
preparation of the estimate have been completed. 

(3) Scheme for'a drainage cut from Narendrapore to Eumirkhola 

onwards to Baxi khal.—^Necessary surveys have been com¬ 
pleted and preparation of estiipatd is in hand. , 

(4) Scheme for extending the Gispati. cut to tap a larger sfiiQi 

area.—Surveys completed and preparation of estimate id % 
hand. . ■ ‘ ‘ v 
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(5) Scheme for a drainage cut from Behnlachuck to Tala basins.— 

The local officers are preparing a report on the scheme. 

(6) Improvement of the Arora khal.—An estimate has been 

prepared, but some revision is necessary. The work of revi¬ 
sion is in hand. 

Subordinate Educational Service. 

70. Babu RtSHINDRA NATH SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to supply 
a statement giving the following information:— 

(i) the names of teachers who have been in the subordinate edu¬ 
cational service for 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 years; 

(m) their present pay, with allowance, if any, in the graded system; 
and 

(m) the pay they would expect to get if the time-scale system of 
pay be given effect to ? ♦ 

The Hon’bla Mr. P. C* MITTERS (i) (it) A copy of the Subordinate 
Education Service list is laid on the library table. 

(Hi) No orders have yet been passed with regard to the adoption 
of a time-scale. Therefore the question does not arise. 


Kalighat shooting incident in connection with tramways strike. 

71. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICKl (a) Will the Bon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a copy of the report of the Additional District Magistrate of 
the 24-Parganas on the Ealighat shooting incident in connection with 
the tramways strike? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table 
the observations of the District Magistrate, 24-Parganas, and of tiie 
Commissioner, Presidency Division, if any, on the said report? 

(e) When was the report submitted to the Government? 

(d^) Has the Government been pleased to pass any orders on the 
report? 

(e) If so, wiU the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to lay a (»py of 
the same on the table? 

(f) Have the Government recorded any opinion as to whether the 
shooting was in any way justifiable ? 

(g) How have the Government dealt with the officers concerned ii 
they have been judged to blame ? 

The HoiPUc Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a), (d), (e), (/), (g) The 
report of the Additional District Magistrate and the Gbvwmment reso¬ 
lution op' the subject were published in the Caleufta. Gaxetta <^ Qie 
22nd dune. A copy is laid on the library table. 
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(b) and (c) The record of the inquiry and the Additional District 
Magistrate's report were received by Government on the 27th April, 
through the District Magistrate, 24-Parganas, and the Commissioner 
of the Presidency Division. Government do not propose to lay on the 
table a copy of the letters of the District Magistrate and the Com¬ 
missioner. 


Improvement of Tolly’s nala. 

72. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to 
state whether any steps are being or are intended to be taken by the 
Government for improving the present condition of Tolly's mala? If 
so, when? 

(6) On whom lies the responsibility of improving the same? Is it 
on the Government, or on th^Port Commissioners, or on the Calcutta 
Corporation ? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state what was the 
amount of the toll collected from boats coming into the said nald during 
the last three years? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BUROWAN: (a) A masonry sluice has been constructed at the Samuk- 
pota end of the Tolly's nala as an experimental measure and will be 
operated from the present rainy season. The object in view is to 
regulate the tides from and to the river Bidyadhari into the Tolly's 
nala and thereby induce a stronger tide from the river Hooghly, which 
may flush the Tolly's nala and scour out the bed and automatically 
improve it. 

(b) The Government are responsible for the maintenance of the 
nala which is declared under section 2 of the Bengal Canals Act, Y of 
1864. 

(c) The gross toll receipts during the last three years are given 
below,— 


1918- 19 

1919- 20 

1920- 21 


Bs. 

... 86,036 
... 66,969 
• • .< 62,430 


CommittM’t Report on the rtilway oonstruotion between Daooa 

and Ariohi; 

73. Bebn BROilENDRA KI3H0R RAY OHAUOHURi: (a) Will 
iiie fibn^ble’the Minister in charge of the Department of Public W^he 
be pleased to state whether the Government have received any re^rl 
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from tb« Committee which was appointed t6 consider the question of 
construction of a railway between Dacca and ArichaF 

(b) If so, will the Hon*ble the Minister be pleased to say whether 
the Government are considering the desirability of publishing the 
report at an early date ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadurs (a) No. 

(b) The question does not arise. 

Bhowal “ sanyesi.'* 

74. Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Mem¬ 
ber in charge of the Department of Revenue (Ijand Revenue) aware of 
the existence of a sanyasi at Jaydebpur who alleges himself to be the 
second Kumar of the Bhowal Raj, supposed to have died twelve years 
agoP 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Member also aware of the conviction of a 
large body of influential men of Dacca and other places, as to the identity 
of the sanyasi with the second Kumar; and also of the intense feeling of 
the tenants of the Bhowal Raj in favour of the claim of the sanyasi f 
(c) In case the answers to clauses (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, 
what steps are the Government taking to clear the situation, and allay 
the misgiving of the tenants of the Bhowal Raj f 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Yss. 

(b) Newspaper reports purporting to this effect have appeared. 

(c) The matter is one of primary concern to the Board of Revenue 
which has instructed the Collector of Dacca to issue the following 
notice:— 

Notice is hereby given to all the tjpnants of the Bhowal estate that the Board ol- 
Revenue has got conclusive proof that the dead body of the second Kumar of Bhowal 
was burnt to ashes 12 years ago at Darjeeling. Therefore the stidhu who ' alleges 
himself to be the second Komar of Bhowal is an impostor. Any one paying rent or 
subscription to him will do so at his own risk. 

Dacca Board of Secondary and Intermediate Education. 

75. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur; (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
the composition and functions of the Dacca Board of Secondary and Inter¬ 
mediate Education? ’ . ' 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to explain why the 
Board was not created by Statute, but was set up by executive orders f 
(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Bounjl of Secondary' and Intermediate Education for Bengal wiU be 
created by Statute? 
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Tht Hon*bl6 Mfa Pa Ga MITTERs (a) and (6) Tke member’s atten¬ 
tion is invited to the notifications of this Government in tbe Education 
Department, No. 1011 Edn., dated the 7th May, 1921, and No. 1101 Edn., 
dated the 30th May, 1921. 

(c) The Government of Bengal are not prepared to make any definite 
statement about the establishment of a Board of Secondary and Inter- 
xhediate Education for the Presidency of Bengal as a whole, but the 
member’s attention is drawn to the opening sentence of paragraph 7 of 
this Government’s resolution No. 1011 Edn., dated the 7th May, 1921. 

Regulating the price of Jute. 

76. Rai 60GENDRA CHUHDER CHOSE Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
desirability of taking steps to regulate the price of jute in the interests 
of cultivators ? 

Tha Hon’bia tho Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The answer is in the negative. 

Applioation for the post of District Judge and the appointment thereof. 

77. Mauivi FAZLAL KARiM: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state— 

(t) the number of applications received for the post of District judge 
advertised as vacant in January last; 

' (n) the names of the applicants and their respective qualifications: 
and 

(Hi) the name of the successful candidate ? 

Tho Hon'bie Sir HENRY WHEELER: (i) 119. 

(ti) As this information is of a confidential nature, Government are. 
unable to give it. 

(Hi) Mr. Ehagendra Chandra Nag. 

Effeot to the rooommondations of tho Wordsworth Gommittoe. 

7S. Bobu RI8HINDRA NATH SARKAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the report of the Wordsworth Committee 
was submitted to Government in February, 19217 

. ^ (h) If so, , what progress has been made up to this time tcifurds 
giving effect to the lecommendations made therein? 
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(c) Do tlid Goyerument propose iib take any immediate action on 
those recommendations with such modifications as the Hon'ble the Minis- 
ter may think proper P 

(<?) If so, from what date will the scheme he given effect to P 

The Hon*ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Tes. 

(6), (c) and (d) The report is still under the consideration of Govern¬ 
ment, but they hope to be able to make a definite pronouncement at an 
early date. 


Functions attaching to the poet of Additional Legal Remembrancer. 

79. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: In regard to the 
abolition of the post of Additional Legal Bemembrancer, will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased 
to state— 

(i) who will perform the functions entrusted to the Department and 

the duties attached to the post; 

(ii) how many criminal cases, in spite of the recommendation of the 

Police Department, were refused sanction by Mr. P. L. Boy 
during his tenure of office; and 

(ni) whether it is a fact that some time ago the Government of India 
expressed their intention that there shoiild be appointed a 
competent Indian lawyer to examine into and advise on the 
big criminal prosecution cases before they are launched by 
the police, as.a safeguard against unnecessary expenditure 
and harassment P 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR>RAHIMS (t) The same agency as used to 
be employed in this class of case before the creation of the post of the 
Additional TiOgal Bemembrancer now abolished. 

(u) In 31 political and 12 non-political cases the Additional Legal 
Bemembrancer did not advise prosecution and in these cases pros^ution 
was not undertaken. 

(ut) The Government of India expressed a desire that the best man 
available should be appointed, provided he had sufficient Indian experi¬ 
ence, and not that Indians alone should be appointed in the post. 


^ Kali-aiar in Tippera. 

80. BabO INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Gk>vemment be pleased 
to 8#te whether the Government have any information about the 
prevalence of kal€t~azaT or black fever in th^ district of Tippera P 

' I 
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(&) If the answer to clause (a) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
the Minister be pleased to state— 

(t) what portions of the district are affected; and 

(ti) what steps, if any, have been taken or are proposed to be taken 
in order to combat the disease P 

TlkaHon’bleSirSURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The answer 
is in the affirmative. Dr. Sur, Assistant Director of Public Health, 
employed on kala-azar survey, made an inquiry as to the prevalence of 
the disease in the district of Tippera, and a copy of his report is laid on 
the library, table. 

(h) (i) A reference to Dr. Sur’s report will show that the eastern 
part of the district, which is contiguous to Hill Tippera, is more affected 
than the western part. Nearly 21 per cent, of the villages inspected at 
random in the sadar subdivision were found infected, 11 per cent, in 
Brahmanbaria and 3 per cent, in the Chandpur subdivision. 

(it) A copy of Dr. Sur’s report has been forwarded to the Chairman 
of the District Board for such action as may be considered necessary by 
the Board. 

Mr. McGowan for the Deputy Directorship of Agriculture 

81. Babu BHABENDRA CHANDRA RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state what arrangements have been made to fill up the post 
of Deputy Director of Agriculture for the Burdwan Division, provision 
for which has been made in the Budget ? 

(b) Is it a fact that endeavours were made to procure the services of 
Mr. McGowan, of Bihar, and he was allowed to join here in anticipation 
of sanction r 

(c) Are the Government aware that Mr. McGowan is a man of un¬ 
sound physique P 

The Hon’bla the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURl, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) The Government of India have been moved to obtain 
the sanction of the Secretary of State to the creation of two more posts 
of Deputy Directors of Agric\ilture. One of these posts is intended for 
the Burdwan Division. The question of filling up these posts will be 
considered on receipt of the Secretary of Statens sanction. 

(b) The answer to the first part pfthe question is in the affirmative. 
As to the latter part Mr. Mc€k)wan came to Bengal under a misappre¬ 
hension, and was directed to proceed to Bffiar and report himself to the 
Director of Agriculture of that provinep. 

(c) As Mr. McGowan is serving under the Government of Bihar and 
Otissa, this Government are unable to give any information tha 
subject. 
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Improving tho condition of Toliygiingo and oortain othor 

municipaiitios. * 

92. Babu RIBHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: Will the Hon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Oovernment be 
pleased to refer to the remarks made in Government resolution No. 2006 
L.S.G., dated the 7th April, 1921, about the bad condition of Tollygunge 
and certain other municipalities, and state what action, if any, has been 
taken by Government to improve their condition ? 

The Hon*ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: It is presumed 
that the member refers to paragraph 19 of the resolution, in which refer¬ 
ence is made to the unsatisfactory character of the administration of Tolly- 
gunge and certain other municipalities. It is for the municipalities con¬ 
cerned to take »teps for the improvement of their administration now that 
Government have drawn attention to the matter. 

Commission received by Jail Depdt Manager on articles sold to 

Government. 

83. Nawabiada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Wiir the 

Iton’ble tlie Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be 
pleased to state the reason for allowing the Manager of the Jail Depot 
«.u . ommission on the articles sold to the Government in addition to 

his pay? 

(b) Is the Hon'ble the Member in charge, aware that the officers of 
the manufacturing jails have been deprived of taking commissions P 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Owing to the difficulty in 
getting Government Departments to place their orders with the Jail 
Depot for jail manufactured articles, a commission on sales to Govern¬ 
ment was granted as an incentive to the staff of the Depot to do their 
utmost to push the disposal of goods which might, for want of energy on 
their part, be allowed to remain in stock and deteriorate. 

(b) The officers of the manufacturing jails have never been allowed 
commission, as their duties are not similar to those of the Jail Depot staff. 

Supply of pure milk. 

84. Babu BROJENDRA KI8HOR RAY CHAUDHURIi Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in chargo ofjhe Department of Local Self-Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to state whether in' regard to the question of supply of 
%lean and sanitary n^k, as rel$|n;ed to in the answer given to my unstar* 
red question No. 148 of the 1st April, 1921, local bodies have been con¬ 
sulted as to the desirability of introducing legislation on the subject? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENORA NATH BANERdEAt The answer 

is in the affirmative. 
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Pa^rt relattng ^a coolie strike and the oomhict of the Subdivisional Oflloer 
^ at Chandpur. 

85. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadurs (a) Will the 
Hou’ble the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to 
lay on the table copies of all communications, if any, between the tea 
planters of Assam, individually and collectively, or any other local 
Government and the Government of Bengal or the local officials- of the 
Chittagong Division about the coolie situation at Chandpur and else¬ 
where during May and June, 1921 f 

(6) Is it a fact that three Europeans accompanied the Subdivisional 
Officer of Chandpur when, on the day before the expulsion of the coolies 
from the Chandpur railway station, he caused the coolies to be driven 
back from jetty flat f 

(c) If so, who were they and what was their official business there? 

The Hon'bic Sir HENRY WHEELER, (a) Government are not 
prepared to lay any correspondence on the table. . ■ 

(b) Three European gentlemen accompanied Mr. Sinha to the ghat. 
{c) Mr. MaePherson, Mr. Wadsworth and Mr. Sample. They were 
not present on official business. 


Time-scale salaries for sub-deputy collectors. 

86. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) WiU the 

Hon'ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased 
to state when effective steps may be expected to be taken to introduce a 
time-scale of salaries for the sub-deputy collectors ? 

(&) Is the'Hon’ble the Member aware that delay in the matter is 
causing discontent among the officers concerned? 

TIm Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) The member is referred 
to the answer given to starred question No. XXIII by Nawabzada K. M. 
Afzal, £han Bahadur. 

(6) Government are aware that an early announcement is hoped for. 

Memorials by District BoarS employees and their pay. 

87. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHM^:* t^) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in choice of the Departmient of Local Se^-G^ernment he pleased 
to’state whether memorials addressed to H4s B^celfency the Guvemor, 
enbmitted by some of the employees of the Jessore District Board, haye 
been reoeir^ P 

. .. (ih) < Ii aoC what action has been taken on is being taken the 

Government on the same P 
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(c) What action has been taken by the individual District Boards 
in giving effect to the decision of the last conference of the District Board 
representatives on the subject of the increase of pay of their employees F 

(<0 If Jtto action has yet been taken, are the Government consider¬ 
ing the desirability of asking the District Boards to expedite the matter F 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA HATH BANEBdEA: (a) The answer 
is in the affirmative. 

(by The memorials are now under the consideration of Government, 
(c) It is presumed that the member refers to the resolution. “That 
the District Boards do revise the scale of pay of their respective staff.'’ 
Government have no information as to the action taken by District Boards 
to give effect to this resolution, except that the District Board of Jessore 
have proposed to increase the pay of their employes. 

(d) - An inquiry will be made from the DiUrict Boards as to the action 
taken by them. 


Junior Deputies in charge of subdivisions. 

88. Mauivi RAFI UODIN AHMED: Is the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department aware that the posting of the 
Junior Deputy Magistrates in charge of subdivisions and judicial works, 
in preference to the experienced senior officers, has caused great dis¬ 
content amongst the members of the Provincial Executive Service? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: The general position was 
explained at some length in an answer given on the 7th August, 1917, 
with particular reference to Sadar Subdivisional Officers; a copy of this 
reply is placed on the library table. It is difficult to make a general 
statement as to the weight to be attached to seniority in the relation to 
other considerations; it is, of course, a factor which counts, but other 
considerations may be relevant also. 

Differentiation in the prefixos of offloers' namoa in certain sJrvioos. 

88. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
why the prefixes of officers of the Provincial Service, when promoted to 
a listed appointment, are changed from “ Babu ’’ or “ Mauivi ’’ to 
^‘Mr.** and vice vend when they revert to the Provincial Service? 

(b) Is there any difference attached to the prefix ‘‘ Mr.’’ as against 

that of “ Babfi ’’ or^‘ Ifenivi ’’ P 

» # 

(c) Ifso, whatiathisdiffereneeF 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the same officer hasjbeen 
shown as “ Mr.’’ in one part and “^Babu ’’ in another flihrt of tl^e same 
Civil List? 
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(e) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state why the names 
of the members of the Indian Civil Service are mentioned without any 
prefixes in the gradation list, while those of the listed post holdera and 
the members of the Provincial Service appear with the prefix of “Mr.” 
or “ Babu ” in the Civil'List? Is there any reason for this differentia¬ 
tion? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of removing 
all such anomalies in the future? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a), (b) and (c) The usage 
referred to is of long standing and had its origin in a request from some 
of the officers concerned. Apart from the usage as to listed posts, the 
application of the prefix “ Mr ” in preference to “Babu” or “Maulvi” is 
determined by the place of education, style of living, and personal wishes 
of the individual concerned. 

(d) Yes: the instance is of an officer holding a listed post and is in 
accordance with the usage referred to above. 

(e) This is a matter of established practice to which no particular 
significance attaches. 

(/) The present practice has now been followed for some time; in the 
absence of more definite evidence that the members of the different 
services concerned wish the matter to be re-examined, no change is con¬ 
templated. 

Resolution regarding the financial position of Bengal. 

90. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state 
whether the resolution, of this Council passed on the 9th February last 
regarding the financial position of Bengal has been brought by the 
Government to the notice of the Government of India; and, if so, with 
what results? 

The Hon’blo Mr. Korr. The resolution was submitted to tlie Govern¬ 
ment, of India on the 11th February, •and the whole question is now under 
their consideration. 

Fakirbat a» a saparatt local boanlalactorate. 

91, BabHSAILAJA HATH ROY GHAUOHURI: WiU the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 

,.plc«s^ to TOy whether the Government are ponaidfiting the desirability 
of converting i‘akirlidt police-station (Khulna) into a separate electorate 
for the purpose of the election of members to the lo^l board? 

Tha Hjm’bta Sir 8URBNORA MATH BANER4BA: The answer ie in 
the negative. 
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1931.1 

WordMimrtli OMmnittM «ihI non-NiiriSMitatioii of mImoI imihm 

thwaon. 

M. Basil RIBHINDRA NATH SARKARl WiU the Uon’ble the 
Hinieter in charge of the Department of Education he pleased to state— 

(») whether it is a fact that there was no representative of school 
teachers on the Wordsworth Committee; 

(u) whether he is aware that the Government high and normal school 
teachers, who met in Calcutta in a conference in December, 
1920, under the presidency of Mr. R. N. Gilchrist, recorded a 
sense of disappointment at the constitution of the committee 
and expressed apprehension that the ca\ise of teachers was 
likely to suffer? 

(Hi) whether it is true that the Wordsworth Committee have not 
raised the maximum pay of assistant masters and assistant 
head masters of Government high schools; 

(iv) whether it is true that they have recommended in the case of 
assistant masters a limit at Rs. 150, beyond which none but 
a selected few can go; 

(e) whether there is to be any adequate increment in the pay of 
assistant head masters who ar4 already drawing Rs. 250 plus 
a duty allowance of Rs. 20 if the recommendations of the 
Wordsworth Committee bo given effect to; 

<( vi) whether it is fact that under the grade system an ofiGcer in the 
subordinate educational service drawing a salary of Rs. 150 
could get an increment of Rs. 50 in three or four years, some¬ 
times even in two years, while under the proposed time-scale 
system it would take five years to get an increment of Rs. 50 ? 

The Hon’bla Mr. P. C. MITTER; (i), (»), (m), {iv) and {v) The 
member is referred to the reply given to starred question iffo. XTV. 

{vi) As the new arrangement has not yet been pronmlgated, campari-* 
sons between what.an officer may draw under a scheme which has not 
yet issued with his prospects under existing conditions are without value. 


(•I 


EstinistMl cost of Birikura sottlanwnt operation. 

B3. Babu RIBHINDRA NATH BARKARs (a) Will the Hcm'ble 
the Member in charge ^f the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state what is Qie amount estimated as the cost olf the Bankura 
aettlefnent operation? * ^ « 

* '(5) What 18 the approximate amount estimated to be recovered from 
tenants in the distript ? 

Nm MAHARABADHIRABA iAMADDfl of 

R^flDwAlIl *{a) The original estimate for the survey and "totRemOnt 

' 0 . 
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of the district of Bankura, framed in 1914, amounted to Us. 19,25,913. In 
1918, when it was decided to include the whole of the Asansol subdivision 
of Burdv'an in the operations, the estimate was increased to Bs. 25,02>218. 

It is not expected that the net amount to be spent on the operations in 
the Bankura district, taken by itself, will exceed the 1914 estimate. 

(b) The amount estimated to be recovered from landlords and tenants 
111 iho Bankura district, was Es. 14,55,649. Provided the receipts from 
stamps and sale of maps and khatians do not fall below the estimate, it is 
hoped that it will be possible to keep the recoveries well within the 
estimated figure. 

Number of oharitabie dispensaries in Rangpur. 

94. Maulei SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state the actual number of existing oharitabie dispensaries in 
the district of Eangpur ? 

{b) What proportion does it bear to the area and population of the 
district ? 

Tho Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) 45. 

(6) One for every 77 square miles and for every 55,G69 persons. 

Improvement in the pay and prospects of the Subordinate 
Educational Service. 

99. Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state when the 
recommendations of the Committee appointed to inquire into the griev¬ 
ances of the Subordinate Educational Service, Bengal, will be submitted, 
^nd when tho Government is likely to give effect to the recommendations? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. P. C. MITTER: The member is referred to the reply 
given to starred question No. XIY. 

Tea garden eoolies at Ohandpur. 

99. Rii RAbHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) WiU.ihe Hon'ble 
the Member charge of the Political Department be pleased to staie 
whe^r Mr. K. C. De, Divisional Commissioner, applied to the Govsm- 
ment fpr .Bs. 6,000 in connection with the repatriation of coolies at 
Ohandpur? 

(h) Is it a fact tint this sum was refused by the GovemiUsnt ? |< 

(<i) so, ^1 the Hon'bie the Member be plemwd to ei!t|dain 
wasd^F ^ » i 
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{d) Will the Honshu th^ Meiaber be pleased to state the names of the 
officers who were present when the coolies were alleged to be assaulted by 
the QurkhhsP 

(e) Is there any truth in the statement that the alleged assault upon 
the coolies was committed for the purpose of “creating an impression” on 
the people P 

(/) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state how many coolies 
were repatriated by the local officials at ChandpurP 

{g) whose orders was repatriation stopped? 

{h) Was it done with the consent or on the advice oi the local officials? 

Tht Hon’bto Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) A lequest uas made by 
Mr Andrews for a donation from Government of Hs. 5,000 towards his 
scheme for repatriating the coolies. This proposal had the suppoit of 
Mr. De 

(5) Yes. 

(c) and (d) The member is referred to the commumqv^ of the 7th 
June. 

(e) No 

^ (/)) ftud (h) The member is referred to the coTnmuntquS of the 7th 

June. 

Stops takon by Jossoro^ district board for a road In poiioo-statioii 

Chaugaoba. 

97. BabU NALINi NATH ROY: Will the Hon'ble the Ministei in 
charge of the Department of Local 8elf*Oovernment be pleased to state 
what steps, if any, are being taken by the Jessore district board on the 
prayers of the villagers of Brahmankandi and adjoining villages for a load 
in thana Chaugacha in the district of JessoieP 

ThO Hon’ble Sir 8UREN0RA NATH BANERJEA: The Chairman 
of the district board reports that the petition of the villagers has been 
sent to Babu Debendra Prosad Ghosh, a member of the district board, 
for report. 


Stoppogo of flitorod water supply In Caloiitta. 

98. RM MANENDRA CHANDRA MfTRA Bahadur: Will the 
Hcm’blo the Minister in charge of the Defmrtment of Ixical Self>Govem> 
moot be fdeased to lay on the table all communications relating to the 
sdhpension of the filtered water^upply after 7 a.m. in the town of Cakntia 
on Sunday, Bie 5th June? 

' Tba HaulMo BhrtURBNDRA NATH BANERdiAl Government have 
received fto commtmieations, but have asked for informatum on the 
Bubjeci. 

o 1 
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88. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Rahaiitir: .Will the 
TIon’ble the Minister in charge oi the Department of Education be pleased 
to state what progress has been made in regard to the scheme f6r voca¬ 
tional education, and when practical effect is given to the same ? 

Tha Hon’bie Mr. P. C. MITTER : Notes on various aspect of the prob¬ 
lem of vocatiotisl education have been drawn up and these have bcNen 
placed before the Standing Committee for Education. When the Stand¬ 
ing Committee's views have beep considered, Government will attempt to 
put some practical proposals before the public. Meanwhile, at the in¬ 
stance of the Dacca Board of Intermediate and Secondary EducUtiou, 
Government is attempting to initiate in the new Dacca Intermediate 
Colleges some experiments in the matter of vocational courses. 


Beggary and vagrancy In Calcutta. 

100. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Will the Hon’blc the Minis¬ 
ter in charge oi tlie Department of Local Self-Government lie pleased to 
state whether the Government contemplate taking any legislative or ad-* 
minihtialive measures regauhng vagrancy and public begging in Cal¬ 
cutta ? If so, a hen ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The report of the 
Committee upiminted by Government last year to inquire into the ques¬ 
tion is under consideration and it has not yet been decided what action to 
take on it. 


Opium godown attached to the Bankshall Street. 

101. Ral Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Member in chaige of the Department of Einanoe be pleased tp state 
whether the opium godown ’’ which is attached to the Bankshall Street 
Police Court building is still used for the storing of opium? 

(b) If so, whether the whole of the building is so used, or a portion 
thereof? 

(s) Is it a fact that Messrs. Cox A Co. pay a rent of Bs. 550 to Govern¬ 
ment for occupying a portion of the ** opium godown ” in Strand Bead? 

The Hoii*hle Mr, KERR: (a) The new Opium Bange at No. 14, Strand 
Boad, Calcutta, which is situated on the west of the Bankshall Street 
Police Court building, is at present used |or storing opium. 

(b) The buitding is at present used solely for the storage of opium, 
ofRce aooosnmodation and peons* quartetd. Thoe Is somh vapuut epade 
available, and a proposal to use this as a lotinsi godown is-iindar corndder- 

atioa. 
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(tf) Th^ buttdiog nrcupied by M4»ssrs, Cox’a Shippinip Agency is io tin 
south of The Opium Hange aud has been leased by the firm £ 1*001 the Oono.' 
mittee of the Sailors’ Home. 


Indian Palioa olllcMirs->tlieir charge In certain districts and appointment. 

102. Mr, K. Q. M. FAROQUI: (a) Will the Hou’ble the Membei in 
charge of the Appointment Department he ple<w.ed to state whether any 
Indian police officer was ever placed in permanent charge of any of the 
following distrir ts:— 

(1) S'l'Pargauas; 

(2) Howrah; 

(3) Tippera; 

(4) Chittagong; 

(J) Midiiapore; 

(6) Dacca; 

(7) Mymensingh; 

(8) Darjeeling; 

(9) Bakargauj; and 

(10) RajshahiP 

« 

(b) If not, why not? 

(c) Is it a fact that there are two assistants to the Inspector-Geneuil 
of Police and that no Indian has ever been appointed to these posts? 

(d) Do the Government contemplate appointing Indian officers to 
these posts ? 

(e) If not, why not? 

(f) Do the Government contemplate appointing an Indian officer in 
place of the late Khan Bahadur Ehoorshed, Assistant to the Deputy 
Inspector-General of Police, Criminal Investigation Department? 

(g) Are the Government considering the desirability of selecting three 
out of the seven posts of Deputy Inspector-General of Police, and three 
out of the seven posts of Deputy Commissioner of the Calcutta Police 
from among the Indian officers of the Police Depaitment? 

(h) If not, why not? 

(t) Is it a fact that no Indian officer has yet been appointed to hold the 
office of Superintendent of Railway and River Police ? 

O') If the answer to clause (t) he in the affirmative, are the Oovenj- 
in^t considering the desirability of appointing some Indian officers to 
thwe posts? 

<h) tt not, why not? 

Tfei MMbM Sir MRMRY WHiRLERt (a) An Indian Superinten¬ 
dent of Police held charge of the district of Mymensingh for 1^ years in 
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1902—Oi. No other Indian poliee officer has h^d charge in any cf the 
districts mentioned. 

(b) Fp to the present, in most cases the juniority in the service of 
Indian members of the Imperial police has weighed against their being 
put into hea^ charges demanding ripe experience of district work. 

(e) Yes. 

(d) Not at present. 

(e) These appointments are made after due consideration of seniority 
and merit and those 'who have been selected are those who have been 
thought to have the best qualiffoations. 

(f) An Indian officer is filling this post temporarily at present. The 
question of the permanent incumbent is under consideration. 

(g) and (A) The answer is in the negative for the reason is given reply 
to (e) above. 

(*)* (j) (t) No; there has been one such appointment in the Rail¬ 

way, and one (temporarily') in the R»iver Police. Subject to the ’tatc oi 
the cadre those officers are chosen who are considered to have the best 
qualifications and most aptitude for this class of work. 


Ag»*llmlt for Indian and Bengal Civil Servloe (Executive). 

103. Mr. K. C. M, FAROQUI. (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Appointment Department aware that in regard to the age> 
limit for candidates for the open competitive examination for the Indian 
Civil Service held in London, the date for determining the maximum age* 
limit is fixed on the 1st August, i.e., on the first of the month in which 
the examination is held? 

(&) Is it a fact that the date for determining the maximum age-limit 
for the Bengal Civil Service (Executive) is fixed on the 31st Dumber 
of the year in which the appointment is made? 

(o) Is it a fact that appointments to the Executive Branch of the 
Bengal Civil Service are generally made in November each yearP 

(d) Aie the Government considering the desirability of fixing the 
date for determining the maximum age-limit at an earlier part of the 
year, preferable on the Ist of the month in which applications are received 
fnun the candidates, as* in the case for the I.C.8. Examination. 

e r 

(e) If the answer to clause (d) be in the affirmative is it the intentioii 
lUI Cl^etlunCui to intvoduce this rule from the current year? 

TN Hoii*Mo Sir HENRY WHEELERS (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

{«) Tee. 

(d) 9hd quesriou oi the age-Bnut of jDsmdtdateo ’lor Hus 

"CivB Service is now Under the consideration of Govwnmfuit. 
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Malwlaiis >’ In MurahHIalNui. 

1M« Maulvl EKRAMUL HUQl (a) Is the Hon*ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries aware of the fact 
that mahd,$an» are much in evidence in moat of the villaget of the tiistrict 
of MurshidahadP 

(b) Is the Hon’hie the Minister also aware of the fact that one of the 
causes of the deciease in the population of the district is the ever-increas¬ 
ing indebtedness of the tenantry? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the luimber of 
villages in the district of Murshidabad and the number of co-op''rative 
societies so far formed there? 

The Hon’ble tha Nawab 8AIYI0 NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) The Government have no reason to doubt that 
mahajans are much in evidence in the vilhiges the distiict of Mur- 

shidabad. 

* 

(b) The Government have no information to this effect. 

(e) There are 248 societies in Murshidabad disiriet. The numbei of 
villages in the district is 1,878, 

Maului EKRAMUL HUQ: Will the ETon’blc the Minister be pleased 
to state whetln i Government intends to take steps to increase tlie number 
of societies in the district of Murshidabad ? 

The Hen’-ble the Mawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: Government is willing to increase the uuiuber of 
societies provided funds are forthcoming. 

Eduoatlon of depressed olaseee. 

.185i Babu BHJ8HMADEV DA8: Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Itepartment of Education be pleased to state what steps 
Government are taking for spreading education among the depressed 
classes? 

The Hee’Ide Mr* P* 0* MITTERt Government alre at present incur- 
Hng the folbwing recurring expenditure for spreading education among 
Uie depressed classes:— 

Bs. 

, (1) Maintenance of primary schools for Mtigh hoys 
' in the Chittagong district ••• 73T 

• (2) Grant to the Secretary, Depressed Classes ^ 

Society . • • • • • • • • 3,000 t 

, (3) Qraiit for Sonthal Education ... i.. 24,000 

(4y Grant lor education of Dai girls ... ... 6,400 

* {h) Grant- for education of fishermen’s children, 

Ddcca .«• <*. 600’ 
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Bs. 


^G) Grant to colonisation areas in Bakarganj and 


24-rargana8 ... ... ... 2^004 

(7) Grai.t to tea-garden schools ... ... 3,876 

(8) Grant for education of factory children ... 6,480 

\9) Grant to the training school for Hugh gurus at 

Chaiidraghona, Chittagong ... ... 360 

(10) Payment of scholarships for aborigines ... 100 

Total ... 46.457 


Besides these recurring grants, Government have sanctioned this year 
as a special ease a grant of Bs. 3,000 for maintenance and Bs. 2,000 for 
capital expenditure for the schools staited by the Society for the impiove- 
ment of depressel classes in addition to what has been stated in (2) on 
pre-page. 

Housing arrangements of Indians and Anglo-Indians going up with tha 

Government to the hills. 

106. Babu BHABENDRA CHANDRA RAY: (a) Will the Hon'blc 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
state how many ministerial ofheers—(a) Indians, ($) Anglo-Indians, and 
(c) Europeans proceeded to Darjeeling with the Government during the 
first trip, and what arrangements were made for their housing there f 

(h) Is there any truth in the statement that in the matter of accommo 
dation a great deal of differential treatment is accorded to the Indians and 
Anglo-Indians ? 

{e) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state how much cubic 
feet of accommodation is provided to an Indian Assistant in the Meadow 
Bank and how much for an Anglo-Indian in Thom Cottage ? 

{d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the salaries of 
e$ioh of these assistants occupying Meadow Bank and Thorn Cottage, 
respectively P 

TIm Hon'Me tha Nawab BAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadurs (a) Twenty-four Indians were housed in Meadow Bank, 
10 in the Old Cutcherry and 3 in Little Thom Cottage. Five Anglo- 
Indians were housed in Thorn Cottage. No Europeans went to Darjeeling. 

(6) The area of accommodation allotted to Anglo-IndiaUa in.Thom 
Cotta^ is greater than that allotted to Indians in Meadow Bank and 
the Old Cutcherry partly because the number of Indians who go to 
Darjeelmg is gieatly in excess of the Anglo-Indians, and the orthodox 
sections of Hindus among them would presumably not have preferred tq 
to share a btdldiiig with other communities, and partly because the num¬ 
ber of Anglo-Indfime has beeu much reduced this year. So the space 
availalde for each has been increamd out of proportion. « 
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(^) Two stafements friving the required information are 
placed on the table. 

In view of present altered conditions, the qneation of redistributing the 
accommodation in the four houses available in a reasonable proportion, 
was taken up for consideration in M.iv last, and it is hoiied that a satis¬ 
factory arrangement will shortly be made. 

Statement referred to in the leply to unstarted question 
No. 106 (j) and (t/). 


statement I. 

Meadow Bank. 


No of 
ro> 111 

ft 

Kra» (ez< 
ilniHutr 
biith- 
loom'. 

2 

1 

1 

1 246 

1 

3 

210 

”1 

nj 

246 5 

17 

171 

25 

116 

27 

232 

% 


28 

278 


Name of occu»>snt 


Sq ft 
Area 
per man 


IN A P 

I 

246 Uabii Piiyn Nath Saha ... ^ 240 0 0 82 

„ S N ChAkra\eity... 200 0 0 82 

„ Sarat Chandra Boso | 220 0 0 82 

210 „ B. B Chatterjee ... 120 0 0 210 

246 5 Stocked with furniture ... 


Ilf M1HK8 


„ Tara Kinkar ^hose 270 8 0 77 3 


„ Gyanendia Lai 89 0 0 139 

Chatterjee. 


The-e two luotiis 
are damp and 
dai k and are 
not usually 
occupied 


Guha 

„ Prafulla Kumar 160 0 0 77 d 

Miilliok 

„ Kriahua Kiahore 150 0 0 77*3 

Uaa 
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8q fe. 
■reft (es> 
oludliifc 
bath* 
room) 


Nftine ot oocnpant. 


Pay 

draw 11 ] 


Ufl. A. P 


ft* 
■reft 
per BWBi 


187 Babu Janendra Nath 175 0 0 93*5 

Ghose 


„ Brovash Chaiidia 60 0 0 93'5 

Basu. 


Batish Chandra | 175 0 0 | 93'5 

Banerjee. 

I 

fi K. Chakia\eily 71 0 0 89 5 

SuHil ('haiidia >87 8 0 80 6 

Baiiei ji f 


„ Satjendia Nath 160 6 9 80'6 

Hoy 


„ SHiIoiidrn Nath Das 60 0 0 80 6 


Aahntoflh Cooinar 3(5 0 0 199 



Raman Chandra | / 300 0 0 | 150 
HiawoB. 


/ 300 0 0 
\100 0 0 


Monindra Nath 56 0 0 167 

Basil. 


Chatterjee. 


Bhanaii 260 0 0 177 


170'6 „ J. N. Sen ... 230 0 0 170*6 


170*6 


u Bhnpendra Nath f 100 0 0 170*5 

Chatterjee. tl60 0 0 


170*5 ,, Annhnl Chandra 400 0 0 170*6 

Moltiok. 
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Statement referred to in t/te reply to- un0tar,red queetion j^a, t06 (c) 

and (d). 


Ho of 
rooni. 


1 

2 

•\ 

4 

5 
G 
7 

8t 

9 

to' 

11 

12 ' 

15 

16 
18 
19 


STATKMRNT II. 


Thorn Cottage. 


Sq ft 
«rea (exolud 
ing bath 

Hume of oooupaata 

Pay drown 


Sq ft 

R KM Anas. 

rdbuM). j 






poi man. 





Rs 

a 

p 

1 

I 


135'! 

Office 

of Inspectoi- 







Oeiieral of Police 






242) 


i 

i 






247 

Ml 0 

H l>C.Mla 

*00 

0 

0 

247 


1511 








[ 

Mr. B 

Q Keyiiici 

• 1 

»• 


475 

* Pays lent 

234) 








273 

Ml R. 

A Blown 

1,50 

0 

0 1 

273 





72 

H 

0 



301 

Vacant 






304' 








201 ► 

Ml. H 

Blias 

400 

0 

0 

965 

t Pioin No 8 up 








waidd lie all 

460) 







family ipiaiteie 

2451 








153 y 

Mr.O. 

A Shavier 

34.5 

0 

0 

594 


1 



65 

0 

0 



195) 


j 

1 





532) 








[ 

Mr J. 

R. Bellett> 

550 

0 

0 

879 


347) 


1 





296) 



1 





[ 

Mr. J. 

C. Cuzeo| ... 

... 


642 

t Paya rent. 

347) 

1 .. . 



1 






^ImiNRi^iiiMiit in tiM pay Mid praepeots of tfio Pubordinatp Civil Stnripe. 

m. Mmilvi KHANOAKAR ARHAMUODIHa (a) Will tbo 
Hon*blO the If ember in charge of the Appoinim^t Department be ploaaed 
tm aaf irhether h ii a fact that the OH Bengal Ooenoil at ita eitting at 
Dacca ha 181^ accepted a itesolittion to improve the pay and prospects of 
theSnhin'diiiateCiVilSertloBfs^ i ui * ' . 
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(b) la it «. fact that in the following year Govjwmnent .puMisUed a 
scheme to give effect to the same resolution and invited the opinion of 
the public as well as the officers concerned ? ' - ■ 

(e) Is it a fact that the scheme was considered by the public as well as 
the members concerned to be inadequate and disappointing in view of the 
higher cost of lining and that the members concenied submitted a 
scheme prayiiig for a scale of pay from Rs. 200 to Rs. 600 with a biennial 
increment of Rs. SOP 

{d) Is it a fact that other provincial Governments have sanctioned the 
same scale for the same service? 

(e) ■ Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table all 
correspondence between this Government and the Imperial Government 
on the matter? 

(/) Will the Kon’ble the Member be pleased to say when it is proposed 
to publish the final scheme? 

. (ff) Is it the intention of- Government to give retrospective effect to 
the scheme from December. 1919, as in the case of other provincial 
services.? If not, why not? 

(h) Is it a fact that the amalgamation of the two services (Provincial 
and Subordinate) has been estimated to cost Government less than the 
scheme suggested above? 

The Hon’bloSir HEHRY WHEELER: (a) Yes; a resolution to this 
effect was carried in 1919 in Calcutta. 

. (b) Yea; vide Resolution Ifo. 1646 A. D., dated the 21st June, 1920. 

' (c) Government received various expressions of opinion at that time 
regarding the future of the Subordinate Civil Service. Some of these, 
including a representation from the members of the service, were to the 
effect that Government’s proposals were inadequate. 

(d) Government are not in possession of definite information on this 
point. 

(«) Government are not prepared to lay on the table the correspon* 
deuce of the local Government with the Imperial Government. 

(f) and (g) The decisions of Government with regard to the pay of the 
Subordinate Civil Service will be made public at an early date. ' • 

(h) No calculations of the nature indicated have been made. 


tiltctf-up SaraswsU rivar. 

106. Rahu AMULYA DltONE AOOYS (u) ^as tiba-attention of iU 
Hott’ble thwM^ber in ebarge of the Department of litigation been 
drawn to the condition of the tlver Saraswati in the diatidM of Highly 

wbiqh.han inwtically’silted ux>? ' / ■ > . .. ^ , 

. (b> Are th^ Govemment atrare that'^tlie state of tbil irisfe ia 
' ah auilneafc of malarial feVer^ ebolera ^d othar 
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tfeti-floa’We th© H©mbei^be pleased to stote what'steps haira 
been taken, or are being iakei^, for the reclamation of the said liver P 

The Hon’bte the MAHARAdADHIRAJA Bahadur of Bwdwans (a) 

Yes. 

(6) The deterioration of the health in the villages on the silted>up Sar- 
aswati river is partly due to the siltihg up of the river. 

(c) A length of abqxit 5 miles in the lower reaches of the river from 
Andul has been improved by^silt clearance lately. It would be possible 
to flush a portion of the lower reaches of the river when the Damodar 
Canal is constructed and a supply of water will be available for the 
purpose. A report on the feasibility or otherwise of improving the 
upper reaches of the river from Tibeni, has been called for from the local 
officers lately. • 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: May I ask whether it is a fact that 
the village of ^aptagram in the district of Hooghly which was once the 
most im}K>rtcfht. centre of trade in Hooghly has now been converted into 
a jungle owing to a silting-up of the river Saraswati? 

The Hon’blethe MAHARAJAOHIRAJA Bahadur of Burdwan: \cs, 
it is • fact. » 

Pay of the Subordinate Eduoational Service. 


108. Mautvl ABDUL KARIM ; (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state when the Sub¬ 
ordinate Educational Service was first formed with Bs. 50 as the lowest 
grade? * 

(ft) What are the recommendations of the Wordsworth Committee for 
the reorganisation of the Subordinate Education Service? 

(<;) How many representatives were there on the Wordsworth Commit¬ 
tee from the offices of the Subordinate Educational Service? 

. (d) Was there on the Wordsworth Committee any representative of the 
-teachers of Government high ^hools? 

(s) What is the present average salary of a member of the Subordin'ite 
Educational Service, ai^ what would be his average salary immediately 
after the reorganisation is given effect to P 


The 'HOfl’bie Mr. P. 0. MITTERS (a) The Subordinate Educational 
Service was first formed with effect from lat October, 1898.^ The pay 
of thn lowest* grade of the Subordinate Educational Service has been at 
^e.rdle of Re a month ever since the inception of tiiat service. 

* iP), (e) and (d) The member is referred to the reply given to starred 

Ho'. 'XIY. - ' 

, ^0 present average salary of a.member of the Subordinate Ednca'^ 
is.Bs, 862. This figure is calculated on the gradiii|r of the 
^ in 3’anT(iary,192li. The last part of this qwsttW does 
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Appofntment of a apeoltl Mtthaiiiiiiatfaii saihlfUtpoetor for Muhamniwlaii 

odiioocioii at FarWjptir. ' 

110. Afaiilvl ABDUL KARIM; (a) Will the Hon'ble the Miniater in 
charge of the Department of Education be pleased to say whether 
it is a fact that there is a special stib-inspeotor for Ifuhalnmadan 
education in each of the districts in the I)acca Division, except at 
Faridpur? 

(6) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of appoint¬ 
ing one special sub-inspector for Muhammadan education for Faridpur? 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(6) The scheme for employing special Muhammadan sub-inspectors in 
certain districts is an experimental one. The necessity for employing 
such an of&cer iu the Faridpur district will be examined. 


Muhammadans in Manufactory Di^rtment of ^fls. 

111. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to 
state— 

(i) the number of officers employed m the Manufactory Department 

of each of the Central Jails, Juvenile Jails and Jail Department 
and the number of Muhammadans employed therein; and 

(ii) the total number of vacancies in the said department during the 

last five yeais and the total number of Muhammadans appoint¬ 
ed to fiH these vacancies ? 

Tho Hon’bio Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM. («) (/) and (u) A statement giv¬ 
ing the information is laid on the table. 


St Uetmnt referred to in the reply to question No. Ill (a) (t) and (i»). 


dumber of 
UahamiuBdMM 
tnkoD. 
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MiihtiiiiiMuImt tt Head vMunleri and fvardets. 

112. NiWiHiada K, M. APZAL, Khan Bahadurs Will the Hon'ble 
the Ifember in charge of the Department of Bevenue (Jails) be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing— 

(i) the humber of permanent head warders and warders in each circle 
of the Province, and how many of them are Muhammadans; 
and 

(n) the number of vacancies in the grade of head warders and warders 
during the last two years and the number of Muhammadans 
« appointed to fill such vacancies? 

Ths Hon’blu Sir ABD-UR*RAHIM: (?) and {ti) A statement giving 
the information is laid on the table. 


StaUmml referiod to in the reply to umtarrrd question No, 112 (t) 

and (tt). 


N'tnie of Circle 


Number of 
permanent 
Head Warders 
and W iideis 

Number of 
MiibammadaiiB 

Kumber of 
vaoanoies in 
last 2 years 

Muhammadans 

appointed 

PiosidoDcy Cirdo 

• •a 

408 

76 

111 

10 

Alipore „ 

... 

297 

47 

52 

7 

UajsUahi „ 

• •• 

210 

13 

' 11 

1 

Nil 

Midtiaporo „ 

• •• 

132 

K'l 

11 

3 

Dacca „ 


3.30 

27 

43 

3 

Coniilla „ 

a«a 

lOfi 

6 

17 

3 


Moatures to remove the eausa of malarial fOver in Tangail. 

113. Baby BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURIS With 
reference to the opinion of the Director of Public Health as expressed in 
answer to my unstarred question No. 30 of the Ist Apiil, 1921, regarding 
the prevalence of malarial fever in Tangail, will the Hon*ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Ijocal Self-Government be pleqsed 
to state what steps the Government are taking for removing the cause 
oMtP • 

tliollon'blotir SURfeNDRA NATH rANERdEA-. The Irrigatioii 
Departmmit of this Government is being asked to make an inquiry regard¬ 
ing ^ B0ting Itp of the river liohajang and the remedial measures 
praetieabh* ^' 
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KalMoar in TtngiiU 

114« Babu BROJENORA KI8HOR RAY OHAURHURIS (a) U the 

Hon’ble the Miaister in charge of the Dei>artin^iit of Local Sejf-Govnm- 
ment aware that htdcHizar, which has been prevalent in '^angail for 
several years past, has recently assumed frightful proportions P 

(6) What remedial measures have been taken by the Government P 
(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of sending out 
itinerant dispensaries or qualified doctors for administering antimonial 
injection P ^ 


The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANI^RilEAs (a), {b) and (c) 

The member is referred to the answer to clauses (a) and (h) of unstarred 
question No. 13 asked by Bai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur at the meeting 
of the I4th March, 1921. The attention of the District Board has also 
been drawn to the desirability of starting a laboratory for the micros¬ 
copic examination of blood in suspected cases of the disease. They have 
been informed that the Director of Public Health, Bengal, would be able 
to depute a trained sub-assistant suigeon to take charge of the labora¬ 
tory, and they have been asked whether they are prepared to start it, 
and, if so, whether they would be able to finance it oi could do so with 
assistance from Government. 


Saline injection in charitdile dispensaries. ' 

115. Babu BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURIS (<0 Will 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Iiocal fielf- 
Governmont be pleased to state whether all the charitable dispensaries in 
the presidency, particularly those in the rural areas, have necessary appli¬ 
ances for administering saline injection in cholera cases P 

(b) If not, what system of treatment is followed in cholera cases in 
hospitals and dispensaries wanting those appliances? 

The Hon’bic 8lr 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: (a) The member 
is referred to the answer given to unstarred question No. 130 asked by 
Babu Sailaja Nath Bov Chaudhuri at the meeting of tho tielislative 
Council held on the Ist April, 1921. 

(b) Cases are treated symptomatically and prophylaotically on 
general principles. ■ 


^ Ntptlrlng exponditure of roods In Calcutta undw PuUlt WoNto ' 

Department. 

118. Ril Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadurs Will the Hon'ble the 
»in charge of the-Departtaetit of bs pleaaed to 


the Baines of xoada within the launici^l area of C^euHi^'wliidi 
are underthe control of the Fublio Works''*^—‘ 
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(ii) the auntial expenditure incurred by the Public Works Depai'tmeni 
on tbe upkeep of these rrtads during the last five years; and 
{iii) ivhen each of these roads was last repaired and when it i". pro¬ 
posed to take tliem up for thorough repairs again? 

The Hon’blethe NawabSAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Khan 
Bahadur: (i) (/) Belvedere Road from Zeeiut Budge to Belvedere. 
{2) ThackeuiA Road. (J) Road alongside Calcutta Club to Porabazar 
land. {4) Canal We**! Rotid. 

(h) On (/) and (4), cannot be stated, as accounts for expcnditine on 
these roads are grouped together with that on other roads . (2) Last five 

years’ average, Rs. 247. (3) Last five years’ average, Rs. 137. 

(itt) (a) (1) 1320-21. (2) 1917-18. (5) 1915-16. (4) Done in sec¬ 
tions every year. 

(h) (i) 1922-23. (2) 1921-22. (3) 1922-23. (4) Done in sections 
every year. 


Police sergeants In Calcutta. 


117. Ral Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur; Will the Hon’bL the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to supply the 
following information:— 

(7) what IS the total number of police sergeants employed in C 'Iciifta, 
. and how many of them are emplojed exclusively in traffic 

regulatfon, and what is the number employed for guard duty 
or in special work in connection with the maintenance of order, 
etc., in courts, railway stations and other public places; 

(2) what are the scale of salaries, house and other allowances attached 

to tlicse posts? If the posts are graded, then the scale and the 
number of posts in each grade; 

(3) what is the method of recruitment for these posts; 

(4) what are the qualifications required, and what are the provisions 

for tiaining of the recruits as well as the usual period of 
probation; 

(5) in special cases are the sergeants ever promoted to the post of Sub- 

Inspector, Inspector, Superintendent, Assistant Commissioner 
etc., and 

(fi) if so, what is the total number who have been so promoted during 
the last twelve years? 


The Hon’blo Sir HENRY WHEELER: (7) The sanctioned number of 
sesgeants is now 154, six posts of sergeant having been abolished last 
month. The JfiO sergeants were allotted to the following dutiei.— 

52 Traffio. - 
24 Patrol." 

6 Courts.,, 

19 Gbvemment guards. 
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19 Escort and miscellaneous duties. . 

8 Public Yebicles Department. 

6 Armed police. 

13 Port police. 

14 Beserve. 

160 

(2) Pay is Hs. 150—5/2—200. Conveyance allowance of Bs. 20 a 
month is granted if a bicycle is kept. Three sergeant-majors attached 
to the armed police also get a duty allowance of Bs. 20 each a month. 
Patrol sergeants posted to sub-sections are housed in the sub-section 
premises; for other sergeants^ who are married but who cannot be provided 
with Government quarters, houses are hired. Single sergeants, when 
not attached to any sub-section, are quartered in the sergeants* barracks 
at LalL Bazar. 

(3) Vacancies are usually filled up by ex-soldiers and army reservists 
of British regiments, but during the last few years some Anglo-Indians 
have been enlisted, ex-army men not being available owing to the war 
A copy of the printed notice supplied to applicants is placed on the library 
table. 

(4) In case of ex-army men, the qualifications include a second class 
army school certificate, together with a “ very ^good character *’ written 
in their army discharge papers. In the case of Angfb-Xpdians, men who 
have studied up to the standard of the Junior Cambridge examination are 
considered to bt sufficiently qualified for the post of sergeant. They are 
trained at headquarters in the following subjects: — 

(1) drill; 

(2) motor and traffic rules and regulations; 

(3) such rules and Acts as are likely to be of use to them in their 

daily duties as police officers; 

(4) first aid to the injured. 

The usual period of probation is six months, it extends up to two 
years in the case of sergeants recruited from the army. 

(5) Yes. 

(6) Porty-five sergeants have been promoted to the higher ranks dur¬ 
ing the last 12 years. 

tnduatrlsi Inttlllgaiiot Ollloer and the Department of Induatrle^ 

118. Babu INDU BHU8HAII Oim'lkr (a) »Will the Hon’hle the 

Member in charge of the Department of Commerce bp pleased to' state— 

(t) when; 

(it) on what terms; . . 



1921.1 


QUESTIONS. 


103 


(m7 whose initiatiye; 

(tv) for what duties; 

(v) for what period; 

was the post of the Industrial Intelligence Officer created in the Depart¬ 
ment of Industries; 

(vi) whether the Industrial Intelligence Officer is directly under the 
Director of Industiies; 

(vii) apart from matters in connection with strikes, what duties, if 
any, has this officer been performing; and 
(vm) what industrial information has this officer collected and sup¬ 
plied to the public during his tenure of office ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that-^ 

(i) the Deputy Director of Industries was for several years in charge 

of a large Government factory employing a considerable 
number of labour hands; and 

(it) whether he has acquired experience of labour conditions of 
Bengal P 

(«) Are the Government considering the desirability of directing that 
the Deputy Director of Industries should perform the work of collecting 
information regarding labour, its conditions and the problems connected 
with it? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of constituting a 
branch of the Department of Industries for the purpose of collecting indus¬ 
trial infoiunation, including an industrial survey of Bengal, by the 
appointment of a special local staflF under the direct control of the Director 
of Industries at a total annual cost not exceeding the annual salary of the 
Industrial Intelligence Officer? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. KERRl (a), (%) and (ii) The Industrial lutell’gence 
Officer was appointed on 1st July, 1920, for one year, on a pay of Es. 1,600 
per mensem plus a motor car allowance of Bs. 100 or 160 per mensen 
accordingly as the officer keeps a two-seater or four-seater motor car. 
Proposals for a further temporary continuation of the post are under con¬ 
sideration. 

(m) The post of Industrial Intelligence Officer was recommended hy 
the Industrial Commission and was created at the request of the Govern¬ 
ment of Bengal. 

(iv) The Industrial Intelligence Officer's duties are to inquire and 
r^wrt^bn industrial questions generally and.labour unrest in particular, 
(v) See reply to (w) above. 

(v*) Yes. 
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(vit) His work, apart from strikes, consists of—^ 

(1) the disjiosal of petty industrial inquiries; 

( 2 ) investigations regarding the cost of living of industrial workers; 

(3) the writing of a special chapter on the major industries in the 

ensuing census reports; 

(4) the Secretaryship to the Taxicab Committee (January to March, 

1920>; 

(5) the Secretaryship to the Industrial Unrest Committee (April to 

May, 1921); 

( 6 ) the collecting of information regarding trade unions and other 

industrial associations of a similar nature. 

(via) He assisted, as stated above, in the department’s work of 
answering individual industrial inquiries (not on labour subjects). 
Throughout, on the labour side, he has been an agent for supplying the 
Governments of India and Bengal with information regarding strikes. 
Part of this information has been passed on to the public through the 
Legislative Assembly, the Legislative Council and the Home Parliament 
and part through the Joumal of Industries and Labour, published by the 
Government of India. A reference is also invited to the report of the 
recent Committee on Industrial Unrest. 

(h) (i) The Deputy Director of Industries was for 11 years on the staff 
of the Director of Ordnance Factories, who controls eight large factories 
in India. During the last twosyears of this period he was employed as 
Works Manager the Gun and Shell Factory, Cossipore. 

(ii) The Deputy Director acquired considerable experience of labour 
conditions in Bengal during the period of his service in the Ordnance 
Factories. 

(e) The Deputy Director has to give advice in regard to the larger ques¬ 
tion of industrial and factory development, for which at present there is 
no other expert on the Director’s staff, and has therefore not the time to 
perform the duties of the Industrial Intelligence Officer. As regards 
labour information, the attention of the member is drawn to paragraph 
19 of the Report of the Committee on Industrial Unrest. The proposals 
contained therein will probably add considerably to the work of this^ 
officer. 

(d) The question of the appointment of a whole-time Industrial Intel¬ 
ligence Officer is under con.sideration. 

8hi|i-liuilding Industry in Bengal. 

119. BabuINDUBHUSHAHDUTTA: (a) Wmthe Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken dr are proposed to be 
taken by the Government to foster the industry of ship-building in 
Bengalf 
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(6) Is the Uon’ble the Minister aware that there is an indig^enous 
industry for building wooden ships in Chittagong? 

(c) Is it the intention of Government to foster and develop this 
industry there? 

The Hon’hle the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur : (a) (l) To improve the sailing power, seaworthiness 
and safety of the wooden ships built in Chittagong, which generally suffer 
from bad design, unsuitable material and inferior workmanship and to 
encourage the development of the industry on proper scientific lines, a 
sum of Rs. 500 was placed at the disposal of the Engineer and Ship 
Surveyor, Chittagong last year, for the construction of model ships of im¬ 
proved design. These models have been constructed and are kept for the 
inspection and instruction of the local ship-builders at the office of the 
Shij) Surveyor, who explains to them their construction. 

(2) Thef application of internal combustion motor attachments for the 
propulsion of country-made boats has also been taken up, and particulars 
of an experimental installation in a bhowlia, made by Messrs. John King 
and Company, are now under consideration with a view to the possibility 
of demonstration among the river fishermen. 

(3) Proposals to establish an educational institution at Chittagong, 
where instruction on ship-building suitable for Indian conditions can be 
given, also at some centre, possibly Chittagong, a dep6t where instruction 
in the application, maintenance and running of internal combustion en¬ 
gines applied to the propulsion of country craft can be given with suitable 
demonstration, are under the consideration of the Department of Indus¬ 
tries. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Yes. 

Expenditura on certoin heads by the Agricultural Department. 

120. Babu IN DU BMU8HAN DUTTA: \Yill the Hon’ble the 

« 

Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture* and Industries be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the amount spent by the 
Agricultural Department under each of the following heads during the 
last five years, viz.:— 

(i) establishment; 

(it) travelling allowances; 

* (m) experiments; and 

(iv) distribution of seeds and of manure ? 

The Hon*ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: A statement showing the approximate amount spent 
during the last five years is Und on the tablo. 
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TBAR. 

SitBUishmeut 

« 

TraTeUlDg 

allOWMKM. 

\ 

Bxperlinwit. 
ilneladina 
esp.riinental 
nrms aud 
agHflultoral 
experloMDt.). 

Dlrtrlbatton Af 
aeadaaed mavaraa 
(lacludtng other 
d.monttraUoo). 

• 

Us. 

Bs. 

a 

Rs. 

Rs. 

lSlb*17 ••• ••• 

2,25,946 

66,790 

1,93,129 

31,220 

1917-18 

2,23,878 

69,386 

2,20,984 

20,309 

1918-19 

2,51,011 

91,031 

2,70,423 

47,931 

1919-20 

2,82,249 

1,17,888 

4,19,903 

40,000 

1920-21 

3,83,710 

1,28,180 

3,54,860 

47,000 


Scheme for converting middle vernacular school for girls at 
Faridpur into a middle English school. 

121. Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Miiiistci 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to say whether there 
is any scheme for converting the middle vernacular school for girls at 
Faridpur into a middle English school P 
{h) If so, when will this be done? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: {a) Yes. 

(6) Effect to the scheme will be given from January next year. 


Tube-well for Patuakhali water-works. 

12% Maulvl FAZLAL KARIM. Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to state 
when the work of the experimental tube-well for the Patuakhali water- 
wruks will le commenced P 

ThoHon'bleSirSURENDRA NATH BANERJEA; The cost of sink¬ 
ing the experimental well was originally estimated at Es. 10,000 and 
Government sanctioned a grant of this amount. The contractor who 
offered to sink it for Es. 10,000 has now increased his tender to Es 20 000 
on account of the rise in cost of tubes, etc. The'question of doing th® 
work departmentally is being considered, and it is not at present iiossibli 
to say qA'what date it will b% begun. *. 
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NumlMr of high English schools working of o dslloit owing 
to the non-co-operation movement. 

1Z3. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: Will the Hon’ble the Mieister in 
churge of the Department of Education be pleased to state— 

(t) the number of aided and unaided high English schools which 
cannot meet their monthly expenses from their ustial incoiiie 
on account of the non-co-operation movement; 

(li) what steps are the Government taking to enable those schools 
to contiime to impart education to those boys who are willing 
to proceed with their studies? 

The Hon*ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (t)^he information is not avail¬ 
able, nor could it be collected without a special inquiry being instituted, 
seeing that the Education Department has no information about the 
financial condition of unaided high English schools and that the great 
majority of the high English schools of the Presidency are unaided. 

(ii) Representations have been received fi‘om the Inspectors of 
Schools of the Dacca. Rajshahi and Chittagong Divisions, and the 
Director <if Public Instruction has'placed Rs. 10,000 at the disposal of 
each Inspector for the purpose of saving good schools threatened by the 
non-co-operation movement. 


Grants made by Government of India and referred to in the 
Budget estimate for 1921-22. 

124. Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUOHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing— 

(а) what are the specific purposes for which the several ear-marked 

grants referred to in the budget estimate for 1921-22 were 
made by the Government of India, and, when were these 
grants made; 

(б) what are the amounts of such original grants; 

(c) what expenditure has already been incurred on what specific pur¬ 

poses out of these grants up to the 31st March,'1921; 

(d) what are the unspent balances on these heads by the end of 

March, 1921, and what are the specific purposes for which 
* such unspent balances aro proposed to be utilised or reserved 

in 1921-22, showing the items in detail on each head of 
expenditure; and 

(e) on what calculations the closing balances qnder those ear-marked 

heads were arrived at in the current year’s budget ? 
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The Hon*ble Mr. KERRS (a), (b) and (c) A statement is laid on tlie 
table. 

(d) A statement is laid on tbe table. For further details the member 
is referred to the speech of the Finance Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal,delivered on the 4th of March in this Council. 

(e) The balances have been worked out by deducting from the total 
grants received the amounts reported by the Heads of Departments as 
actually spent on the objects for which the grants were made. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 124 show- 
ing unspent baUmces of earmarked grants. 
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! Amoaaft 
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Ko. i •»»<>•»»• 

1 1 

1 j 

1 

1 

Total I 
amount '■ 
recrived up 
to l»i0-3l. 1 

i 

j 

Amount 
spent un to 
1V1S-2Q. 

Estima'ed 
amount 
spent in 
1830-21. 

Sst^imated 
total• z- 
penditnre 
up to the 
3l»'t March 
1831. 

Estimated 
unspent 
balances on 
the 31st 
Uarch 1921. 


1 

Its. 

Its. 

1 

Bs. 

Rs. 

Us. 

Ks. 

Bs. 

(A) Non-recurring 
Kdiicational 
grants. 

15,184 

1 38 

\ 

\ 

1 

15,222 

9,510 1 

2,043 

11,553 

3,669 

(B) Iteoiirring 

Educational 

grants. 

23,092 

4,181 

28,173 

16,916 

.3,695 

20,511 

7,662 

(C) Grant for 

Technical 
Education. 

10 

1 

1 

375 

i 

385 

• s* 

365 

365 

20 

(D) Grant for 

Agricultural 
Education. 

255 

102 

357 

157 

55 

212 

145 

(E) Sanitation 
grants. 

11,355 

950 

r>,305 

4,972 

747 

6,719 

6,686 

Total 

60,796 

5,646 

66,442 

31,655 

1 

j 6,805 

38,360 

18,082 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 124 
showing the purposes for which the unspent balances are proposed 
to be utilised in 1921-22, * 


■duoatlon. 


(a) Grant to Dacca Uuiveraity ... ... ... 

(b) Provision for works in ^ogreaai 11 connection with the 

Dacca Univoraity buildings 

(c) Provision for tbe Dacca intermediate Boa^d 


fis. 

9,00,000 

2,00,000 

40,000 
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(d) Coiistruotioa of bungalows for Civil officers, Dacca, 

taken over by the Dacca University ... 1,44.000 

(a) Provision for new buildings for the Education Depart¬ 
ment in the Public Works Department Bwiget ... 3,11,000 

(/) Provision fur works in progress of Education buildings 

in the Public Works Department Budget ... 6,84,000 

(y) Recurring expenditure provided in the budget out of 

Imperial grants ... ... ... ... 41,81,000 

lot^ ... 64,60,000 


Teohnioal Ediioatlon. 

'll, 

(A) Provision made in the budget for Technical Education 

debitable to Iinperiel grants ... ... 20,000 

AgtHoultural Eduoatlon. 

(*) Pnivisiun fur the (Jhinsura Agricultural Scho il ... 20,000 

O') Provision for the Dacca Agricultural School ... 2,0(t0 

Sanitation. 

. (k) Provision for sanitation debitable to Imperial grants ... 15,83,000 

Shed for witnesses in Rangpur District Court. 

125. Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Membor 
in charge of the Judicial Department aware that there is no witness shed 
in the courts of the district of Rangpur, and that the public are greatly 
inconvenienced thereby? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to remove the inconvenience ? 

The Hon*ble Sir ABD>l|R*RAHIM: (a) and (b) The information 
before Government is that there is already a witness shed attached to the 
civil court and that a witness shed for the criminal court will soon be con¬ 
structed. The estimate has been sanctioned and the materials have been 
collected. 

* Prvniotioii of Deputy Impuctors of Sehools to the Bongtl 

Eduoationol Sorvieo. 

126. Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in ciiarge of the Department of Education, be pleased to say 
whether it is a fact that a class of officers in the Subordinate Educationid 
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Service, Bengal, viz., the Head Masters of High English Schools,^ has 
been pro^noted to the Bengal Educational Service with suitable pay and 
prospects, while the case of the Deputy Inspectors of Schools has not been 
taken upP 

ih) Is it in the contemplation of the Government to promote the 
Deputy Inspectors of Schools to the Bengal Educational Service with the 
same pay and prospects as have been given to the Head Masters ? 

(c) Is there any foundation in the rumour that the Professors of the 
Dacca College, who have not been provided with posts in the Dacca 
University, will be placed in charge of the inspection work of the district 
as Bengal Plducational Service men, over the heads of the existing chief 
inspecting officers of the district. 

The Hon’ble Mfi Pi Ci MITTER: (a) and (h) The Head Masterships 
of Government high schools are posts included in the Bengal Educational 
Service. The question of including the posts of District Deputy 
Inspectors of Schools in that service is now under the consideration of 
Government. 

(c) There are no “Chief inspecting officers” of the district. One 
officer who was holding a B. E. S. post attached to Dacca College 
but whose services have not been lent to Dacca University has been 
appointed to an Assistant Inspectorship of Schools. 


Extension of the Gambling Act to the Howrah district. 

127. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI: (a) Will the 
Hon'Ble the Member in chai'ge of the -Political Department be pleased to 
say whether the Gamibling Act has been extended to the Howrah district 
as a whole P 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that extensive gambling is 
prevalent in parts of the interior of the Howrah district, and that many 
young men are being ruined thereby? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of extending the 
provisions of the Gambling Act to the whole of the district of Howrah, if 
this has not already been done P 

The Hon’blo 8ir HENRY WHEELERl (a) The Bengal Gambling 
Act (II of 1867) has not been extended to the whole of the district of 
Howrah. It is in force only in certain places in the district. 

(h) In 1919, the local officers ^reported the prevalenfce of gainbling in 
many places in the district and recommended the extension of the 
Gambling Act. 

• ^ • » • * 

(c) The policy of Government has been to extend the Act only to 
places which are within a reaeonabile diataftce of established courta where 
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cases could be tried, and not to enforce it in wide areas or in outlying 
villages where its* working could not be effectively supervised or con¬ 
trolled. For that reason Government were not prepared to sanction a 
further extension of the Act in Howrah district. The matter has been 
examined again recently, but Government see no reason to doubt the 
soundness of the policy indicated above. 

Impdcting oflleers of the Education Dopartmont. 

128. Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon^le the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state the number of inspecting officers of the department and 
also the number of the institutions they have to inspect ? 

(b) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of taking steps to reduce the 
the number of inspecting officers, and to utilise the savings so effected 
in increasing the number of teachers for primary and secondary schools, 
and also for making the emoluments of such teachers sufficiently respect¬ 
able and attractive ? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the steps that 
are being taken to train up a sufficiently large number of primary school 
teachers, to meet the ever-increasing demands for such teachers ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Two statements are laid on the 
t^le. 

(&) and (c) The answer would depend on the lines that may be ulti¬ 
mately adopted for the expansion of primary education. Mr. Biss’ report 
has just been printed and the Government propose to invite suggestions 
from the public on that report and then lay down their policy. Pending 
the delineation of that policy the Government do not propose to express 
any opinion as to their future intentions. 

Ther^ are about 110 ffuru-trekining schools and special training classes 
for the training of primary school teachers. The accommodation in 
these schools is limited and the annual outturn from these amounts to 
950 only. 

It was accordingly decided to replace these schools by an improved 
type of institutions providing increased accommodation and working 
under an efficient trained staff. Twenty-one such schools have already 
been started. The proposed annual outturn of teachers under this scheme 
was 3,200. 

In his recent report on the expansion and improvement of primary 
education, Mr. Biss has criticised the scheme to which reference has 
just been made and has suggested an alternative arrangement. This, 
together with Mr. Biss’ other proposals, is now before the public. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No, 188 (a). 


STATEMENT I. 

Strength of the Inegeotlng Agency. 
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14 

19 

75 
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21 

12 

2 
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Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 128 (a) 
showing the number of institutions which Inspecting Officers have 
to iiispect. 


Heriel 

STATEMENT II. 

DivlRioni. 

Numbered 

No. 

Instil utloDH. 

1 Hurd wan 

• •a 

10,859 

2 Presidency (excluding Calcutta) 

8,026 

3 Calcutta 

• e« 

677 

4 Dacca 

• •• 

14,996 

5 Chittagong 


8,709 

6 Rajaliahi 

• e« 

10,569 

7 Total 

••• 

53,836 

8 Inspector of European Schools, Bengal 

78 


Ghand Totai. 

53,914 
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129. Babu TAHKANATH CHAUDHURIS Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state— 

{i) how many priniai^’ schools exist in each of the districts of Bengal; 

(it) how many of these, in each district, are subsidised by the muni¬ 
cipalities and how many by the district board; 

(in) how many of these again in each district do not get any aid 
either from the municipalities or from the district board; 

(tv) what amount each municipality or district board contribute to 
such schools within their jurisdiction; 

(v) what amount the Government contribute to each municipality or 
district board towards the maintenance of such schools wiih’.u 
their jurisdiction; 

(ut) what amounts again are realised as school-fees from such 
schools; 

(vii) what is the number of boys and girls attending such schools 
within and outside the municipal areas in each district; 

(viti) what is the number of boys and'girls of school-going age who 
are going without such education; 

(ip) how many more such schools would be necessary in each district 
to give such education to all such boys and girls; 

(ar) what would be the probable additional cost for establishment 
and maintenance of such additional schools; 

(si) what steps have Government taken or are going to take for the 
extension of primary education for all such boys and girls who 
require such education; and 

(sii) what proportions of the additional cost the Government would 
be prepared to bear to meet the problem of extension of 
primary education throughout the province? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C* MITTER: (i) to (s) A reference is invited to' 
the statement laid on the library table. With special reference to ques¬ 
tion (s), it may be noted that Mr. Biss’ report contains proposals which 
if accepted and an estimate based on these, would give us different figures. 
A reference is suggested to Mr. West’s estimates which are mentioned 
and discussed in Chapter IX of Mr. Biss’ report. 

(si) An inquiry has just been completed and a full report on the whole 
subject prepared. This has been published in English and will be pub¬ 
lished in Bengali for public consideration. Government are formulating 
their views op the report and hope shortly to be in a position to announce 
-a definite policy of a forward character. In the meanwhile experiments 
are being tried in several places with a view to the establishment of a 
public system of primary schools. 
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(xii) This matter will be decidea in connection with the whole 
question. In the meantime Government are prepared to consider favour¬ 
ably any proposals from local bodies that show an adequate degree of 
self-help on their part. 


Projected Faridpur-Bhanga-Madaripur Railway. 

130. Babu BHI8HMADEV DASs Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Tublic Works be pleased to state what pro¬ 
gress has been made in the project of the Faridpur-Bhanga-Madaripur 
Railway ? . 

The Hon’bte the Nawab 8AIYID HAWAB ALt CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: In May, 1920, the Railway Board sanctioned a traffic 
reconnaissance survey for a broad gauge line between Faridpur and 
Barisal via, Bhanga. 

The local Government have no further information in this matter. 

Railway between Faridpur and Barisal or Jessore. 

131. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: {a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works kindly state 
whether there have been any projects before Government for construct¬ 
ing a railway connecting the district of Faridpur with the district of Bari¬ 
sal or Jessore, in recent years? 

(6) If so, what has been the final decision of the Government on 
these projects? 

The Hon'blethe Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Khan 
Bahadur! (a) and (B) In the year 1919 a project for a broad gauge line 
to connect Faridpur with Jessore was laid before the local Government 
for consideration, by the Railway Board. The reasons for abandoning the 
project, for the present, have been given in a press communiquS issued 
by the Government on the 3rd March, 1920, to which the attention of the 
member is invited. 

In regard to a railway connection between Faridpur and Barisal, the 
Railway Board sanctioned in May, 1920, a traffic reconnaissance survey 
for a broad gauge line vid Bhanga. 

• 

The local Government have no further information in this, matter. 

Expenditure for the upkeep of experimental farms. 

132. Rai JOGENDRA CHUNOER CHUBB Bahadur: (a) wm the 

Hon*ble the M^ister in charge of the H^partment of Agriculture 
Industries be pleased to state what amount of money has been spent during 
the last three years on the upkeep of the experimental farms g yfd bow 
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much of that money has been realised by the sale of the produce of the 
said farms? 

(6) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to say whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of inquiring into the causes 
of the loss, if any, with a view to reducing it consistently with the 
demand of a scientific investigation? 

(c) Are the Government considering the necessity of establishing, 
one or two agricultural farms on business lines to demonstrate that agri¬ 
culture on advanced modern methods can be carried on at a profit ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAfYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURii 
Khan Bahadur: (a) The member is referred to the reply to (piestion 
No. 112{<f) asked by Bai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur at the Council 
meeting of the 1st April, 1921, for information relating to the years 
1918-19 and 1919-20. The receipts and expenditure for 1920 amount 
to Us. 62,5(X> and Bs. 2,30,487-9-6 respectively. 

These farms are purely experimental, but expenses are kept 
down as much as possible consistently with maintaining the efficiency 
of scientific investigation, which'is necessarily costly and not directly 
profitable. , 

(c) Yes. This matter is receiving consideration. 

Arrangement for holding charge during recess period of Settlement 

Department. 

133. Mauivi RAFI U.DDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state the reasons why during the absence on leave of the settle¬ 
ment officers their assistants, while being allowed to hold charge of their 
posts, are not shown as'officiating.for them? 

(6) If there is no necessity for officiating men during the recess 
period, are the Government considering the desirability of reverting all 
settlement officers to the general department during that period? 

The Hon’blo the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) The appointment of of settlement officer is ordinarily 
filled by an officer who would otherwise be entitled to an appointment as 
Magistrate-Collector. A junior officer of the Indian Civil Service or of 
the Bengal Civil Service cannot therefore officiate as settlement officer. 

(6) It is necessary that some officer should be in charge of the rou¬ 
tine duties of the settlement officer when he is absent on leave. 

Audit foes levied fram eo-operative soeieties. 

134. KuRWr 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) WiU the 

Hon*ble the Minister in uharge of the Department of Agriculture and 
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Industries be pleased to state whether the audit fees levied from the 
co-operative societies are accounted for on the receipts side of the 
current Budget estimate? 

(6) If so, what is the amount of such receipts? 

(c) ' What is the amount of salaries and allowai^ces paid to the 
auditors during the last two financial years; and what amount has been 
credited to the Government during the period, as audit fees levied from 
the co-operative societies? 

(d) What is the principle on which audit fees are levied from the 
co-opevati ce sot ict ies ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYiD HAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadurs (a) The receipts on account of audit fees levied from 
co-operative societies are included ip thp estiipate under the head “Fees 
for Government audits “ ip the XXXV—Miscellaneous Budget for 
1921-22. 

(h) The estimated receipts for fees for audit of co-operative societ¬ 
ies for 1921-22 are Rs. 56,000. 

(c) A statement is laid on the table. 

(d) The principle is laid down in notification No. 1379T.—^B., dated 
the 22nd September, 1917, a copy of which is laid on the library table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to umtnrred question No. 134 (c) 
ahowing the ret eipte on account of audit fee$ levied from co-operative 
aoctetiea and the expenditure incurred on account of pay and allow¬ 
ances of auditors and their peons daring the years 1919-20 and 
1920-21. 




Expenditcuk ok acoookt or— 


Tekr. 

Beoeipts from 
•adit fees. 

, Pay and aUow- 
•ncea of 
aoditon. 

Pay of peooa. 

TraveUlag 
allowaiMse of 
peooa and 
•iiditon. 

Bbmahbs. 

I 

3 

t 

4 

8 

6 

1919-2U «.. 

Rs. 

45,768 

Ra. 

. 26,166 

Rs. ^ 

3,360 

Rs. 

16,800 

The figures in 

1920-21 ... 

1 

61.571 

34,030 

4,560 

23,900 

culumn 5 are 
approximate. No 
8e|>arate account 


A 

■k 

e 

' 

of travolling 

allowance of 

auditors and their 
peona is kept. 
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Scarcity of rice and other feed-grains. 

136. Babu 8URENORA HARAYAN 8INHA: Will the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Commerce be pleased to state 
what steps, if any, Government are going to adopt to cope with the situa> 
tion arising out q| the apprehended soCrcity of rice and other food*grains 
caused by export in certain districts of Bengal ? 

The Hon’blO Mr. KERR S Government are not aware of any apprehen¬ 
ded scarcity of rice or other food-grains due to export in any district of 
Bengal. 


Pensioners and enhanced rate of pensions. 

136. Mr. H. A. STACKS Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge 
of the Department of Finance be pleased to^ states 

(t} how many persons drawing superannuation civil pensions from 
the Bengal Government were on the Slst March, 1921, tn 
receipt of pensions enhanced under resolution No. 1085 E. A., 
dated Delhi, the 15th November, 1919, by the Government 
of India in the Financial Department $ 

(ii) how many persons drawing superannuation civil pensions from 
the Government of Bengal were on the 31st March, 1921, in 
receipt of pensions enhanced under resolution of the Govern¬ 
ment of India in the Financial Departfhent, No.. 55 G. S. 11., 
dated the 14th January, 1921; 

(m) how many persons drawing superannuation civil pensions from 
the Government of Bengal on the 31st March, 1921, were ex¬ 
cluded from -the operation of the resolutions cited in (i) and 
(ii) above; 

(iv) what was the total amount paid to each of the above groups of 
pensioners in April, 1921, for March, 1921P 

The Hon'bIC Mr. KERR: (i) The number is 71. 

(ii) The number is 139. But this figure is not complete as there is 
still a considerable number of cases ifnder inquiry. 

(Hi) (a) The number ia.^34. 

(b) The numbet* is 2,026. The remark above applies to this figure 

also. 

* * N 

(iv) (a) The total amount of pensions j^id is Bs. 31,541-1-11. 

.. (b) The total amount of pensions paid is Bs. 3,814-2. The figures 

under (5) will be further enhanced when the cases-under inquiry are 
settled and the full effect of the increase appears in the accounts. 

s 
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Famine, in Khulna. 

137. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURIS (a) Is the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Depwitinent of Revenue (Land Revenue), 
aware that there has been severe scarcity and acute distress in most of 
the villages in thanas Paikgacha, Raliganj, Asasuni, Shyamnagar and 
Magura in the district of Khulna? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, the Government propose to take to mitigate the hardship and 
distress ? 

(c) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the appeal 
over the signature of Sir P. C. Roy published in the newspapers ? 

The Hon’hle the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BUROWAN: (rt) (h) and (c) The member is referred to the com¬ 
munique, recently, published', which gives the answers to his questions. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: As regards the steps 
Government is said to have taken to mitigate the disti^ess in Khulna, as 
published in the communique, will the Government be pleased to state 
what amo.unt has actually been granted ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAdAOHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: If the member had read the communique with a little 
more care he would have foiind his question already answered there. 
The communique distinctly states the amount sanctioned to mitigate the 
distress in Khulna. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI a Will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the exact amount P 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJAOHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: Rs. 32,000, and Rs. 1,000 for the purchase of cloth. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI; Will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state whether the latter amount is sufficient for the 
purjmse for which it is intended ? 

The'PRESIDENT: The question is .in the nature of a request for an 
expression of opinion. I disallow it. 

Raport of the Ministerial Ofltoars^ Salary Committee. 

138. Babu SURENDRA^ NARAYAN 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble 
the Member . in charge of the Department of Finance be pleas^ to 
state**” 

(i) whether the Commissioners appointed to consider the questioA 
of salary of the ministerial officers have subnodtted <Uieir 
report; . ’; 
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(n) whether the report is unanimous; 

(Hi) when the report will be published for the general information 
of the public; and 

(iv) what is the lowest scale of saLoy they have recommended and 
what scale the Governm^t p:topose to accept? 

The Mr. KERR; (i) Yes. 

(it) No. 

(iii) The report will be laid on the table during the present session. 
{iv) It is not clear to what class of employees the member refers. 
If it is to ministerial officers, the minimum salary proposed by the Com¬ 
mittee for such, on confirmation, is Bs. 40 per mensem. Government’s 
proposals are at present under consideration. 


Cotton growing in Bengal. 

139. Babu JATINORA HATH BASU: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state what steps have been taken to promote the growth 
of cot ten in the province*, especially since ^January last? 

(h) Have the Government any statistics by which they can say, as 
a matter of fact, what are the classes of cotton that by experience liave 
been found to be capable of being grown profitably? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Govertiment are considering the desirability of publishing in a popular 
foim in the vernacular the information available to them in the matter? 

The Hon*ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan BMiadlir. (a) and (6) The member is referred to the reply 
given to question No. 33 asked,by Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta at the 
Council meeting of the 7th February, 1921. A bulletin on the history 
of cotton experiments in Bengal has since been published and instruc¬ 
tions have been issued to Agricultural Officers to encourage growing 
of cotton, as single bushes or hedges on raised land close to the home¬ 
steads of the cultivators. Cotton seed has also been supplied where 
wanted. 

Tree cotton^ such as Bourbon, or long staple varieties, such as Cam- 
bpdia. Dharwar or Burl, may possibly give satisfactory results when 
giown under the aliove conditions. 

(c) Steps are being taken to issue a vernacular edition of the bulletin 
publisht^ in English recently. 

improweiiieiit of cottlo broeding. 

* 

140. Bobu dATINDRA NATH BABU: Will the Hon’ble the Min¬ 
ister in charge of the Dkqwrtmeut of A^culture and Industries be 

ll 
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pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken especially since 

Jaiimuy last to improve the breed and number of cattle in the province? 

* 

The Hon*ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: It has been decided at the conference of the Department 
of Agriculture and Industries held in April last that a catlile-breeding 
section should be established in every district, combined with the dis¬ 
trict farms, as funds and loced conditions permit. A scheme is being 
worked out in consultation with the officers of the Agricultural Depart¬ 
ment, and a start will be made by utilizing the cross-bred bulls which 
will shortly be available at the Bangpur Cattle Farm. 

“Basudava Mandir” in village Uttar Shabazpur in BakarganJ. 

141. Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA; (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state whether he is aware of the fact that the ancient temple, 
popularly known as “Basudeva Mandir,” in village Utter Shabaz¬ 
pur, within the jurisdiction of thana Meheudiganj, in the district of 
Bakarganj, is in.a state of disrepair aiid neglect? 

(6) Are the Government c<msidering the desirability of bringing the 
temple under the operation of the Ancient Monuments Preservation Act, 
and to take steps for its preservation and repair? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER; (a) No. 

(b) The Superintendent, Archasological Survey, Eastern Circle, will 
visit the place shortly and submit a report on the advisability of bringing 
the temple under the operations of the Ancient Monuments Preserva¬ 
tion Act and taking steps for its preservation. 


Public Works Department subdivisions and Zilla Sohool buildings at 

Burdwan. 

142. Raja MAN I LOLL SINGH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
state— 


(i) how many subdivisional officers, Public Works Department, 
' are posted to the district of Burdwan; 

(u) in what other districts of Bengal are there more than one sub- 
divisional officer; 


<iii) what was the establishment cost of the Government when the 
whole W'oik was entrusted to the district board of Burdwan 
and what is the cost now; and 

(ttj) what are the special reasonk for estajblii^ing so many subdi¬ 
visions, Public Works Departiheht, at Burdwan? ' 
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(b) Is it a fact that the money sanctioned'for the construction by tho 
Public Works Department of the ZillO'School and attached buildings at 
Burdwan was allowed to lapse last yearP 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state reasons 
for it P 

The Hon’ble the Nawib SI^IYID NAWAB ALI CHAUOHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) (i) Three. 

. {ii) (1) 24-Pargana8. (2) Jalpaiguri, (5) Darjeeling, (4) Bajshnhi, 
(-5) Dacca, (6) MymensJngh, (7) Faridpur, {8) Midnapore. 

(m) Rupees 9,743 was the pverage cost of establishment for live 
years when Public Works Department work was entrusted to the Dis¬ 
trict Board. This represents 15 xier cent, of the expenditure on works 
and repairs. The present cost of establishment, taking an average of 
the past five years, is Rs. 25,169, which works out to 12 per cent, on 
the cost of works and repairs executed by the establishment maintained 
by Government. 

(tv) (t) Increased work. 

(u) Efficient supervision and execution of> the large amount of work 
administratively sanctioned in December, 1919. 

A temporary construction subdivision was formed to cope with works 
amounting to Rs. 7,54,(H)0 and the continuance of this subdivision for 
two years from December, 1919, was sanctioned. The question of con¬ 
tinuing or abolishing this subdivision will be examined in December, 
1921. 

(5) I'he allotment for the Zilla School for 1920-21 was Rs. 75,000 
and the expenditure was Rs. 74,727. 

(c) The question does no.t arise in view of the reply to (6). 

Distress in certain villages in Kandi. 

143. Babu SUREN DR A NARAYAN 81NHA : (o) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to 
state whether the Government are aware that the people of the villages 
of Hatisala, Sundarpur, Belgram, Phupra, Tagra, Satitara, Ballavpur, 
iTajan and other adjoining villages have been suft'ering from much 
trouble, hardship and damage from the effects of flood? 

(b) If so, what meaSui'es, if any, are the Government taking to 
relieva ihe people of these villages situated in the subdivision of Eandi 
in the district of MurshidabadP . 

The Hon’fatle the MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) The Government are aware thnt some damage to 
crops and hardship to the people of villages Hatisala, Sundarpur, etc., 
in Kandi subdivision, is entailed as a result of flooding from the spill 
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of the Mourakhi river, mainly through breaches in the zamindari 
embankments, which are not maintained properly. 

(6) Government do not propose to take any aocion as the work of 
repairng the breaches should devolve on the zamindars concerned. 


Improvement of food-grains and other agricultural produce. 

144. Babu IN DU BHU8HAN DUTTA: the Hon’ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state what practical steps, if any, and with what results, 
have been taken by the Agricultural Department, for the improvement 
of food-grains and other agricultural produce of Bengal (except the 
introduction oiKdkya Bomhai jute and Indrasail pad<ly) during the last 
five yeaTS? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI GHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The member is referred to the annual reports of this 
Department for those years. It will be observed that a consiflerable 
amount of valuable work, which has already led to definite results, has 
been done on the following among other crops in addition to Kakya 
Bomhai jute and Indrasail paddy:— 

(1) ati«]>addy; 

(2) potatoes; 

{3) sugarcane; 

{4) ground-nuts; and 

(5) tobacco. 
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Supplementary statemenU with reference to the amwere given by 
Mr. Harnell to unstarred question Nq^66. (6) asked by Babu Indu 
Bhushan Dutta at the meeting of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Iteld on the 14th Marehy 1921. 


Iloatlons far i»*om»rlwg grants from high sohools 
( for hoys), ie20-fll. 


Serial 

No. 

Nahks of Schools. 

Amount of 
- grant 
applied for. 

How disposed of. 


Presidency Division. 

Rs. 


1 

Towu Sripnr 

• 

• •a 

100 

The application is recommended by 
the District Magistrate, but for 
want of funds no grant has been 
sanctioned. 

2 

Narail Subdivisionol 

as# 

130 

Ditto ditto. 

3 

Alaiudanga ... 


200 

Ditto ditto. 

4 

Sarangabad ... 

aae 

125 

For want of funds the District 
Magistrate has not been con¬ 
sulted. 

6 

1 

Scottish* Churches 
legiate. 

Col- 

500 

An application in tlie proper form 
has been called for. 

6 

Jungle Badhal 

aaa 

150(about) 

The District Magistrate is not in 
favour of giving a grant unless it 
is amalgamated with the Boandia 
High Rnglish School. 

7 

Dhandia Union 

aaa 

100 

Grant sanctioned. 

8 

(joalmuth 

aaa , 

100 

The District Magistrate has not been 
consulted for want of funds. 

9 

Memnagar 

aaa 

100 

Recommended by the District Magis¬ 
trate, but no funds are available. 

l(f 

St. Paul’s Aided 

aaa 

50 (addl.) 

The Secretary has been requested to 
submit an application showing the 
necessary particulars. 

" 11 

St. John's Aided 

#•# 

175 „ 

The application is under considera¬ 
tion, but there are no funds. 

12 

Gulhatia 

aaa 

180 

Grant sanctioned. 

13 

Salar fSdward Aided 

aaa 

• 

120 (addl.) 

Sanctioned Be. 20 a month only for 
tlie present for want of funds. 
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Serial 

No. 

Nahrbov Schools. 

Amount of 
grant 

applied for. j 

How dispusad of. 


! 

Pbesiokncy Division- 
concld. 

- 

Its. 

i 



14 

Sijgram Aided 

• •a 

120 (addl.) 

Sanctioned Rs. 50 a month only for 
the present fur want of funds. 

15 

Arbelia Aided 

eee 

Amount 

stated. 

1 

not 

The grant is not sanctioned for want 
of funds. 

16 

Nalta Aided 

• ee 

55 (addl.) 

Sanctioned Rs. 40 a mouth only for 
want of funds. 

17 

Krishnath Collegiate 

(Aided). 

Amount 

stated. 

not 

Not sanctioned for want of funds. 

18 

Kagrain Aided 

eee 

69 (addl.) 

Ditto ditto. 

19 

Paigram Kaaba 

eee 

100 


Sanctioned Rs. 15 a month only for 
want of funds. 

20 

Beldanga Aided 

eee 

100 


Not sanctioned for want of funds. 

21 

Jagabandhu Institutioti 

eee 

150 

1 ? 

Ditto ditto. 

22 

Chakdab Aided 

eee 

20 


Ditto ditto. 

23 

Mahespur Aided 

aae 

15 

11 

Ditto ditto. 

24 

Baruipur Aided 

eee 

Amount 

stated. 

not 

Ditto ditto. 

25 

Hatuganj Aided 

eee 

65 (addl.) 

1 

1 

Ditto ditto. 

26 

w 

Kajibpur Aided 

eee 

45 

11 

Sanctioned Rs. 20 a month only for 
want of funds. 

27 

Goadn-Dnrgapur 

eee 

45 

11 

Not sanctioned for want of funds 

28 

Bahara Aided 

• ee 

70 

• 11 

Ditto ditto. 

29 

Narail Victoria Collegiate 

50 

It 

Ditto ditto. 

30 

Bongaon Aided 

••P 

40 

” 

Ditto ditto. 

31 

Dumpol Aided 

eee 

30 

tt 

Ditto ditto. 

32 

Khagra L. M. S 

•ee 

135 

11 

Sanctioned. 

33 

Meherpur Aided 

• ee 

150 

It 

Not sanctioned for want of funds. 

J 

34 

1 dridbar-Bansidbar Aided j 

1 &0 

»t 

Ditto ditto. 


1 

-J 


J 
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1 

Serial 

No. 

Naiibs or scfioou. 

Amount of 
grant 

applied for. 

How disposed of. 


Bubdwan Division. 

Ba. 


26 

Purbasthali 

100 

i 

Rs. 60 sanctioned. 

37 

Asansol, E. I. By. 

476 

Sanctioned. 

38 

Dishergarh ... 

100 1 

Rs. 66 sanctioned. 

39 

Patuli ... ... 

50 

Rs. 30 sanctioned. 

40 

1 

Ilcrft ... ... 

400 

Qrant refused as tlie scliool autlior- 
ities did not comply with the 
rules. 

41 

OicOfBft ... ... 

156 

Sanctioned. 

42 

Rayna 

60 

Ditto. 

43 

Badla ... ... 

50 

Ditto. 

44 

Bliaita . .#• ... 

75’ 

This is an application for an in¬ 
creased grant, wliicli was not 
entertained. 

45 

Rauiganj 

200 

Sanctioned. 

46 

Ramgopalpur 

100 

Under correspondence. 

47 

Naaegrant 

108 

Rs. 68 sanctioned. 

48 

Rampiirhat Union ... 

160 

Under correspondence. 

49 

1 

Bolpur ... .... 

200 

Rs. 134 sanctioned. 

SO 

Nalliali ... ... 

160 

Kb. 100 sanctioned. 

51 

llainpurbat ... ... 

200 

Ks. 120 sanctioned. 

52 

Suri B. M. Institution ... 

125 

Sanctioned. 

53 

Hetampore Raj 

200 

Under correspondence. 

54 

Visliniipur ... 

176 

Rs.*149 sanctioned. 

66 

Bankura Hindu ... 

175 

Rs. 150 sanctioned. 

66 

Kotalpur ... ... 

136 

Rs. 106 sanctioned. 

% 

67 

Kuobiakole ... ... 

76 

Rs. 50 sanctioned. 

68 

Rajgram ... ... 

126 j 

Not entertained. 

69 

-Kuchkaohia... 

176 1 

1 

Rs. 166 sanctioned. 

so}. 

Soomikhi M. ' ' \ 

■m 1 

M Mmetimed. 
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Serial 

No. 

Nahbsof Schools. 

Amount of 
i grant 

applied for. 

1 

How disposed of. 


Pbbsidency Division- 
coneU. 

- 

Bs. 



14 

Stjgram Aided 

eee 

120 (addl.) 

i 

Sanctioned Bs. 60 a month only for 
the present fur want of funds. 

15 

Arbelia Aided 

eee 

Amount 

stated. 

not 

The grant is not sanctioned for want 
of funds. 

16 

Nalta Aided 

• e* 

55 (addl.) 

Sanctioned Bs. 40 a month only for 
want of funds. 

17 

Kriahnalh Collegiate 

(Aided). 

Amount 

elated. 

1 

not 

Not sanctioned for want of funds. 

18 

Kngram Aided 

e*e 

69 (addl.) 

Ditto ditto. 

19 

Paigram Kaaba 

• as 

100 

17 

Sanctioned Bs. 15 a month only for 
want of funds. 

20 

Beldanga Aided 

• ee 

100 

11 

Not sanctioned for want of funds. 

21 

Jagabandhu Institiitioii 

• •• 

150 

11 

Ditto ditto. 

22 

Chakdah Aided 

• •e 

20 

71 

Ditto ditto. 

2.9 

Mahespur Aided 

eee 

IS 

11 

Ditto ditto. 

24. 

Baruipur Aided 

eee 

Amount 

stated. 

I 

not 

Ditto ditto. 

26 

Hatnganj Aided 

eee 

65 (addl.) 

Ditto ditto. 

26 

* 

Rajibpur Aided 

eee 

45 

11 

Sanctioned Bs. 20 a month only for 
want of funds. 

27 

Gosain*Dnrgapur 

eee 

45 

11 

Not sanctioned for want of funds. 

28 

Baharn Aided 

eee 

70 


Ditto ditto. 

29 

Narail Victoria Collegiate 

50 

11 

Ditto ditto. 

30 

Bongaon Aided 

eee 

40 

11 

Ditto ditto. 

.91 

Diimpol Aided 

eee 

30 

11 

Ditto ditto. 

32 

Khagra L. M. S 

• •• 

135 

11 

Sanctioned. 

' « " 

38 

lleherpar Aided 

• ee 

150 

11 

Not sanctioned for want of funds. 

34 

dridbar-Banaidbar Aided 

60 

11 

Ditto ditto. 

36 

Gfttikarpor Aided 

eee 

60 

It 

Ditto ditto.., 
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Serial 

No. 


Names or schools. 


Amount of 
grant 

applied for. 


How dieposed of. 


Bdbdwan Division. 

36 Purbaathali 

37 AsnnBoI, E. I. Ry. 

38 Dishorgarh ... 

39 Patuli 


40 Ikra 



44 Blmita . .. 


45 Raniganj ... 

46 Ramgopalpur 

47 Nasegraiu 

48 Rampurhat Union 

49 Bulpur 

50 Nalhati 

51 Rainpurliat ... 

52 Suri B. M. Institution 

53 Hetampore Raj 

54 Vishniipur i.. 

55 Banknra Hindu 

56 Kotalpur 

57 Kucbiakold ... 

58 Rajgram • •• 

59 Kuchknohia • •• 

60 Son:(y||Uikhi ... - - 


Rs. 50 sanctioned. 

Sanctioned. 

Rs. 65 sanctioned. 

Rs. 30 sanctioned. 

Grant refused as the school author¬ 
ities did not comply with tho 
rules. 

Sanctioned. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

This is an application for an in¬ 
creased grant, which was not 
entertained. 

Sanctioned. 

Under correspondence. 

Rs. 68 sanctioned. 

Under correspondence. 

Rs. 134 sanctioned. 

Rs. 100 sanctioned. 

Rs. 120 sanctioned. . 

Sanctioned. 

Under correspondence. 

Rs.149 sanctioned. 

Rs. 150 sanctioned. 

Rs. 105 sanctioned. 

Rs. 50 sanctioned. 

Not entertained. 

Be. 166 sanctioned. 

Ra. 80 sanctioned. 
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Serial 

No. 

Names of schools. 

Amount of 
grant 

applied for. 

Hew diaposed of. 


Durdwan Division— 
contd. 


Bs. 


61 

Garbeta 

• a • 

229 

Bs. 85 saiictioned. 

62 

Piiigla 

• •• 

156 

Under correspondence 

63 

Contai ... 

set 

457 

Ba. 150 sanctioned. 

64 

Do Model 

«SS 

1.50 

No grant was sanctioned as the 
conditions laid down in the rules 
were not coinplietl with. 

65 

Kharagpur ... 

#•« 

1,100 

Bs. 771 sanctioned. 

66 

Ohandrakona 

ess 

100 

Sanctioned 

67 

Jara ... * 

ess 

115 

Bs. 50 sanctioned. 

68 

Tamluk 

ess 

200 

Bs. 105 sanctioned.. 

69 

Gliutul 

ess 

150 

Ks. 140 sanctioned. 


Irphala 

ess 

162 

Bs. 70 sanctioned. 

71 

Midiinpore Collegiate 

see 

700 

Ba. 654 sanctioned. 

72 

Chiiisura U. F. C. 

• s* 

200 

Sanctioned. 

73 

Serampure Collegiate 

• mm 

350 

Bs. 300 sanctioned. 

74 

Kounagar 

• •• 

190 

Ks. 113 sanctioned. 

76 

KaikaJa 

see 

80 

Under correspondence. 

76 

Bhaiidarhati 

see 

130 

Rs. 90 sanctioned. 

77 

Chatra N. L. Institution 

see 

147 

1 

Bs. 140 sanctioned. 

78 

Bajbalhat 

see 

125 

Application not entertained. 

79 

Arambagh ,.. 


159 

Sanctioned. 

80 

Bhastara 

see 

100 

Bs. €0 sanctioned. 

81 

Sonira 

see 

75 

Sanctioned. 

82 

Bagati ... 

see 

80 

Bs. 70 sanctibned. 

83 

Balagarh ... 

eee 

100 

Ba. 75 sanctioned. 

84 

Uiuberia ■ ... 

ee# 

150 

Under correspondence. 

85 

Qarbhowaaipor 

. 

see 

150 

Bs. ISO sanction^. ^ 
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Serial 

No. 

Nam 88 OF 8CHOOL8. 

Amount of 
grant 

applied for. 

How disposed of. 


Bobdwah Division— 
eondd. 

Rs. 


86 

Bally R. T. ... 

1 250 

Rs. 130 sanutiuned. 

87 

Maju 

150 

Us. 135 sanctior.ed. 

88 

Jagatballavpiir 

126 

Rs. 75 sanctioned. 

89 

Chaltakhali ... 

150 

Rs. 70 sanctioned. 

90 

Baluti 

150 

Rs. 105 sanctioned. 

91 

Miigkalyan ... 

111 

Sanctioned. 

92 

••• 

60 

Rs. 40 sanctioned. 

93 

Jhapardah ... 

150 

Its. 70 sanctioned. 

94 

Jhimkra ... ... 

100 

Its. 50 sanctioned. 

95 

Raahpnr 

100 

Under correspondenoo 

96 

Panitraa 

60 

Ditto. 

97 

••• 

145 

*tl8. 96 sanctioned. 


Dacca Division. 

> 

i 


98 

Mirpur Siddhanta ... 

160 

Not sanctioned. 

99 

Sonakanda B. M. Institu¬ 
tion. * 

200 

Rs. 100 sanctioned. 

100 

Adiabad Istamia 

75 (addi.) 

Rs. 40 sanctioned. 

101 

Baipura R. K. R. M. 

200 

Not sanctioned. 

102 

Paikpara Union Institution 

100 

Sanctioned. 

103 

Kaligaiij R. R. N. 

25 (addl ) 

Not sanctioned. 

104 

Chandipesa ... 

150 

Ditto. 

105 

Ghosgaoii ... 

150 

Ditto. 

106 

••• *** 

150 

Rs. 100 sanctioned. 

% 

107 

Kamhari B. N. 

100 

Not sanctioned. 

loa 

tauKail B. B 

150 (addl.) 

Rs. 100 sanctioned. 

*109 

Netrakona lalaoiia 

100 

Sanctioned. 

no 

Kendua Spry Institution 

50(addl.) 

4> 

Rs. 30 sanctioned. 
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Serial 
No. ^ 

Names of Schools. 

Amount of 
grant 

applied fur. 

How disposed of. 


^ Dacca Division— eoneld. ^ 

1 

Be. 



111 

Purbadbala ... ... 

100 

t 

Not sanctioned. 


112 

Kishorcganj Azitnuddio ... 

1.50 

Ks. 100 sanctioned. 

•f 

113 

Baisrasi 

200 ! 

i 

Not sanctioned. 


114 

a*t ap* 

200 

Rs. 100 sanctioned. 


116 

Cliiksndi ... 

160 

Rs. 100 sanctioned. 


116 

-Gopalgaiij M. N. Inbtitu- 
tion. 

90 (addl.) 

Not sanctioned. 


117 

Kkfillft Pa Ra fPP mmm 

A Bailable 
amount. 

Ditto. 


118 

Netrakoua Dutta 

75 (addl.) 

Bs. 65 sanctioned. 


119 

Cbhoygaon ... 

200 

Not sanctioned. 


120 

Kadaratala George 

150 

Bs. 100 sanctioned. 


121 

Barauadi ... 

250 

Rs. 100 sanctioned. 


122 1 

Daulatkhan ... 

250 

Not sanctioned. 



CHiTTAaono Division. 




123 

Kbilpara 

200 

The grant ceuld not 
for want of funds. 

be sanctioned^ 

124 

SingergaoD ... 

100 

Ditto 

ditto. 

125 

Kadurkhil ... ... 

100 

Ditto 

ditto. 

126 

Ohittagong ... ... 

220 

Rs. 150 sanctioned. 


127 

Hatya Union ... 

160 

The grant could not be sanctioned 
for want of funds. 

128 

P* Kta Jubilo0 pp« 

, 50 (addl.) 

Ditto 

ditto. 

120 

Chandpur H. J. ^ >... 

226 

Ditto 

ditto. 

130 

P0D1 «ap 

200 J 

Ditto 

A.** ** «• 

Ditto . 

ditto. 

131 

Brahmanbaria Annada 

160 

ditto. 

132 ' 

Ditto Qpdrgp ... 

100 

' . . Ditto ' . 

.ditto. 1 

138 

* ‘t' 

Faiikcheri ... ... 

76 ' 

♦ 

Ditto 

ditto,. > 
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Serial 
No. . 

Names or Sohools. 

' Amoutit 
of grant 
applied for. 

1 How disposed of. 

* r 

Ohittagoro Division 
-^conoid. 


Bs. 


, 

134 

Comilla Yusuf 

a«a 

200 

The grant could not bo sanctioned 
for want of fun<l8. 

136 

Noakhsli Jubilee 

see 

100 

, Ditto 

ditto. 

136 

Umatara 

ee« 

200 

Ditto 

ditto. 

137 

Satkawa 

aea 

150 

Ditto 

ditto. 

138 

Anwara 

eee 

200 

Ditto 

ditto. 

139 

Bararaa 

• oe 

100 

Ditto 

ditto. 

140 

Nabinagore 

eee 

150 

Ditto 

ditto. 

141 

Sarail ... 

ae* 

150 

Ditto 

ditto. 

142 

Murad nagcre 

eee 

100 

Ditto 

ditto. 

143 

Comilla Victoria 

aee 

150 

Ditto 

ditto. 

144 

OHoorft 

eee 

100 

Ditto 

ditto. 

145 

Sonaimuri 

... 

200 

Ditto 

ditto. 

146 

Pai)^ Meah ... 

see 

100 

Ditto 

ditto. 

e 

147 

Giiogaliiaiya 

see 

100 

Ditto 

ditto. 

148 

Oeguingani ... 

eee 

200 

Ditto 

ditto. 

149 

Sandwip Cargill 

»4e 

100 

Ditto 

ditto. 

150 

Lakshipnr ... 

eee 

100 * 

Ditto 

ditto. 

161 

Rahatali 

see 

160 

Ditto 

ditto. 

152 

Sitakuiid ... 

eee 

100 

Ditto 

ditto. 

153 

Hatbazari 

eee 

100 

IHtto 

ditto. 

154 

Mohamuni ... 

eee 

76 

Ditto 

ditto. 

165 

Noapara 

eee 

200 

Ditto 

ditto. 

* 156 

Shakpara ... 

eee 

200 

Ditto 

ditto. 


BAJSH ABjf*DlVlS10M. 





167 

Naogson K. D. 

• •• 

225 

Ba. 200 sanctioned. 


158 

Balurgbat ... 

eee 

250 

Sanctioned. 
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Serial 

No. 

Namrs or Schools. 

, 1 

Amount 
of grant 
applied for. 

' a 

How disposed of. 


Rajshahi Division 
—“Contd. 


Be. 


159 

Tiiaktirgaon ... 

• •• 

300 

The Secretary has been asked to 
apply in the prescribed form. 

160 

Debiganj ... 

• •• 

200 

To be sanctioned in 1921*22. 

Sanctioned. 

161 

Gaibandha ... 

• •• 

175 

162 

Ditto iHlamia 

1 

• •a 

175 

Rs. 140 sanctioned. 

163 

1 

Chak Atiltra 

1 

1 

1 

• • • 

150 

The Subdivisional Officer speaks 
against ti>e school. 

161 

Nilphaniari ... 

• • • 

340 

Sanctioned. 

165 

Saidpur ... 

• • 

200 

Ditto. 

166 

Mahitnaganj 

• •• 

60 

Ditto. 

167 

Sherpur 

• •• 

200 

Rs. 175 sanctioned. 

168 

Soiiatola 

• aa 

175 

Sanctioned. 

169 ' 

Talora 

aaa 

75 

Rs. 60 sanctioned. 

170 

Naukhila 

a aa 

50 

Sanctioned. 

171 

Kaloi 

aaa 

150 

Rs. 100 sanctioned. 

172 

Sukhanpuknr 


200 

Rs. 76 sanctioned. «■ 

173 

Kbanjnnpur ... 

aaa 

150 

Sanctioned. 

174 

Slilhal i'akraslii 

aaa 

200 

• 

Not sanctioned. 

176 

Serajganj B. L. 

aaa 

.325 

Sanctioned. 

176 

Shabazadpur 

aaa 

220 

Rs. 200 sanctioned. 

177 ' 

Porjona 

• a# 

175 

Sanctioned. 

178 

Ullapore ... 

aaa 

175 

Ditto. 

179 

P. P. lostitation, Jalpai- 
gori. 

200 . 

Noc sanctioned. 

180 

Pabna R. M. Aoademy 

aaa 

100 

Sanctioned. 

181 

Cbowbari Idhunit 

aa* 

150 (addl.) 

Not sanctioned as the school does 
not deserve it. 

! 

182 

Siliguri ••• 

'aaa 

" .200 

SanoUoned. 
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Serial 

Ko. 

Namks OF Schools. 

Anaount of 
grant 

ap^ied for. 

How disposed of. 

1 

1 

j 

j 

Rajshaui Division— 
eoncM. 

Rs. 


133 

Bajarampur ... 

1 

150 

The question of grant will be decided 
after visiting the tichool. 

184 

Dai|I.e\<.'.: 

75 

Ditto ditto. 

185 

1 

■ ' 

^obiiidagahj 

150 

The school authorities have been 
asked to supply all information 
required under the rules. 

186 

Dinajpur 

! 

[ ' 

1 

300 

The Secretary of the school has been 
informed that no grant can be 
sanctioned before tlie question is 
discussed with the committee. 

187 

••• ees 

200 

No grant could be sanctioned. 

’88 

1 

Alipiir Duar 

. 200 

The case could not l)c disposed of as 
the application was not properl}' 
drawn up. 

189 

Kshitiiiiolioii Institution 

133 

The Subdiviaiotial Officer reports 
that the school is in a very bad 
condition. • 

190 

Chak Bt)cl)ai 

200 

No grant could be sanctioned as the 
school was an unrecognised one. 

191 

Tulshighat ... 

150 

The grant was not reconiinended by 
the District Magistrate. 

192 

Sadullapur ... ... 

150 

The application has been sent to the 
District Magistrate for opinion. 


Applloatlons for roourrloj iranto from hltffi oohoola 

(for girla), 1990-81. 


PRBSiDBNor Division. 
Brahino Qirla’ 

KAJSHAHt Di VISION. 
Dsr jeeltog Mabarsni 


Ra. 

150 (addl.)j The application was returned v ith a 
reply that no funds were available. 

250 (addl.)' Bs. 160 sanctioned. 





L32 


QUESTIONS. 


[4th July 


Apptloatlons fop c»pif I ippnts from hlih schools 
(for boys). IMO-ai. 


Serial 

No. 

Names or Schools. 

Amouift of 
grant 

applied for. 

/* 

How disposed of. 


Pbesidenoy Division. 

Rs. 


1 

\ 

Chakdah Aided (building) 

8,000 

The estimated cost of the project is 
Rs. 8,000. The school authorities 
have been asked to state whether 
they are willing to contribute two- 
thirds of the cost from private 
sources. 

2 

Anitola ... 

1,000 

The case cannot be considered unless 
t the school is recognised. 

3 

Bangdia Aided 

8,000 

Under correspondence with the 
Director of Public Health. 

4 

Mohealitola Aided 

6,000 

Under correspondence with the 
Secretary of the school. 

5 

Basirhat Aided 

16,310 

Ditto ditto. 

6 

Gulhatia Aided (building) 

30,000 

Ditto ditto. 

7 

Rannghat Aided (furniture) 

150 

Not sanctioned fur want of funds. 

8 

Salor Edward Aided (land 
acquisition)! 

400 

Under coirjspondeuce with the 
Secretary of the school. 

9 

Banaghat Aided (play¬ 
ground). 

4,500 

Not sanctioned for want of funds. 

10 

Khagra L. M. S. Aided ... 

2,183 

Held up for want of funds. To be 
considered in 1921-22. 

11 

Chakdah Aided (furniture) - 

350 

Not sanctioned for want of funds. 

12 

Bahirdia 

173 

Ditto ditto. 

13 

Harinarayanpnr Aided ... 

136 

Sanctioned. 

14 

MazUpur Aided ... 

500 

Not sanctioned for want of funds. ' ^ 

15 

JagabandhU Institution'... 

300 

Sanctioned. 

16 

Baruipur Aided 

Atnount not ' 
stated. 

Not sanctioned for want of funds. • 

17 

, J 

Salar Edward Aided (furni- 
tnre). 

100 

Sanotioned. 





mi,] 


QUBSTIOKS- 
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6eri«l 

• 1 

Naiibs or Bobools. ' 

Amount of 
grant i 
applied for. 

Uuw diapoaed of. 


Pbnidbnov niri^tiON 
—conoid. 

Rm. 

! 

< 

18 1 

Gnaltnuth 

500 

Hot Hanotioned for tlio failuie of the 
auhool aiithontiea to comply witli 
tlio ruloa 

19 

GKilliatu Aided (fiiiuituie) 

300 

Not sanctiuncd fur want of funda 

20 

Town Bripar 

250 

Sanctioned. 

21 

Nalta Aided 

« 

150 

Not Hanctioncd for want of funds 

- 22 

Gnlhatia Aided (pla> - 
ground) 

300 

Undor coirtspoiidonco 

23 

Sn ViHiiiidliyaiiaiida 

Saraswati Vidyalaya 

Amount not 
etatetl 

Ditto 

24 

Raruh U K B K Harisli 
Cliandia Inatitiition 

8,675 

AdiUtioiial grant Held up foi 
want of funds To bo coDsidi. reil 
in 1921.22. 

25 

Ghuadanga ... 

16,000 

Under coriespondeuto 

26 

Memiiiigar ••• 

1 

13,324 

Ditto 

27 

Kagiani 

2,248 

Litto 


i 

Bdrdwan Uivisiov 



28 

Putauii ... ... 

7,000 

Under coirespQudence 

29 

Daiiiliat (cotufiound wall) 

266 

Sanctioned 

30 

1 l\iiiihat Utwtcl (iMiiIding) 

Amount not 
atatod 

Not entei tamed 

31 

Okersa 

165 

Bh. 100 sanctioned 

* 

32 

••• ••• 

2,.417 

Under ooirespondence 

33 

Rampurliat Union ... 

500 

Not eiitei tamed. 

34 

Suit B. M. liibtitiitioD ... 

2,500 

Us 1,500 sanctioned 

>6 

Suoliiakole ... 

38,000 

Not entortained 

’ «8 

Palashdaaga 

lOO 

Sanctioned. 

ST 

Banknra Hindu 

10,000 

Under oorreapondenoe . 

S8 

* 

K,ot*lpor ... 

1,667 

Ditto. 

n 

’GOOtUtt «a* •*» 


Not entertained 
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questions, 


[4t0 Jptji 


Serial 

No 

Namto of Sohooui 

Amount 
of grant 
applied for. 

How disposed of. 

a 


Bubdwam Division 
-—coacXd. 

1 

Rs. 


40 

(Jhandrakona 


ann 

7,000 

Not entertmoed. 

41 

Arambagh ... 


ana 

2,600 

Under correspondence. 

42 

Bhandarliati 


• •• 

100 

Not entertained 

43 

Bhastara 


• •• 

ioo‘ 

Ditto. 

44. 

Kaikala 


a a* 

Amount not 
stated. 

Undei correspondence 

45 

Rajbalhat 


• as 

5,000 

Ditto. 

46 

Bagati 


■ aa 

500 

Rs. 400 sanctioned 

47 

Janai .«• 



200 

Under coriespondence. 

48 

Uauba-Mondalai 
• ground). 

(play- 

318 

Sanctioned 

49 

Ilaoba-Moudalai 

rooms). 

(class- 

Balance of 
the giant 
of Bb 600. 

Rs 100 sanctioned. 

60 

Guptipara ... 


aaa 

Ditto 

Rs 60 sanctioned 

61 

Seram pore Union 


a aa 

Ditto 

Rs. 100 santioned. 

52 

Ditto 


• aa 

600 

Sanctioned. 

63 

Cliinama U. F. C 


aaa 

4,417 

Under correspondence 

54 

• 

Amta ... 


aaa 

100 

Ditto. 

56 

Bagnau 


aaa 

Amount not 
stated. 

Ditto. 

* 


Daooa Division. 


Rs 


66 

Netrakona Datta 


aaa 

500 

Not sancBoned, 

67 

Idilpur ... 


aaa 

400 

Sanctioned. 

68 

Louaingb 


aa# 

250 

Ditto. 

69 

Bajitpnr Edward 


aaa 

266 

Ditto. 

60 

Bavthe Tara Institution »• 

400 

Ditto. 

61 

k 

Baranadi ••• 


aM 

4,000 

Not saoettaoed, 

h 


..,1 . . . iil»|i 






Ho. 

62 

63 



QUESriOMS: 135 


Nakss or Schools. 


Amount 
of grant 
applied for. 

CBiTTAOOMQ DIVISION. 

Rs. 

Patehabad ... 

• • ■ 

1,000 

Batueudra ... 

s •• 

2,500 

Feni 

SB* 

1,522 

Do. ... 

• s • 

750 

tlatiiazari 

SBS 

500 

Anwara 

eea 

500 

Lorwarganj ... 

• es 

600 

Bratimaiibaria Annada 

• « • 

6,000 

Orahmanbaria George 

sse 

500 

Baburliat ... 

see 

600 

Iswarpathsala, Gomiila 

e*s 

100 

Brahraanbaria Aiitiada 

sse 

744 

Balnrhat 

SSS 

230 

Chittagong 

s • • 

150 

Chittagong Municipal 

S S S 

100 

Fatikcheri ... 

eee 

50 

Hathazari ... 

set ’ 

^200 

Noapara 

see 

250 

Patya Rohatali 

s t e 

200 

Satkania ... 

••• 

• eS 

160 

A|iwara 

see 

115 

BmSHAHI- IHTlSIOIf 



"Saidpur ... 

4*S i 

1 

600' 

Dsbiguil 

1 

i 

1 

100 


: 

260 


How ditpoHed of. 

Kb. 500 sanctioned. 

Grant could not be sanctioned for 
want of funds. 

Under ognsideration 

Ditto. 

Sanctioned. 

Under correspondence. 

Rs. 435 sanctioned. 

The grant could not bo sanctioned 
for want of funds. 

A nominal grant will be made in 
1921*22 to legalise land aC(]uuittton 
proceedings. 

The grant could not be sanctioned 
for want of funds. 

Sanctioned. 

Rs. 100 sanctioned. 

Rs. 75 sanctioned. 

Rs. 100 sanctioned. 

Rs. 85 sanctioned. 

Sanctioned. 

Rs. 100 sanctioned, 

j 

Rs. 75 sanctioned. 

Rs. 100 sanctioned. 

: Rs. 80 sanctioned. 

i 

Rs. 75 sanctioned. 

e 

Sanctioned. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 





136 QUESTIONS, [to 


Serial 

No. 

Name of schools. 

Aiuoant- 
of grant ^ 
applied for. 

How disposed of. 


Rajshahi Division— concit/. 

Bs.. 


86 

Oliowbart ... ... 

500 

Not Banctione<) fur want of sufficient 
details. ' 

87 

Sherpur 

300 

Rs. 285 sanctioned. 

88 

Qaibandlin Islamia 

500 

Sanctioned. 

89 

1 

• 

Niipliamari ... 

1 500 

Tiiero wa8%o estimate along with 
the letter and it was received too 
late to take any action. 

90 

Potajia ... ' ... 

500 

As the work was taken up without 
the previous sanction of (he 
Department, no consideration was 
made. 

91 

Nagharia 

500 

Not sanctioiied for want of sufficient 
details. 

93 

Siliguri ... ... 

23,0<)0 

The case is being matured. 

98 

Radfaaiiagore Maxutudnr 
Academy. 

9,000 

Ditto. 

94 

Akrnrinooi ... ... 

6,000 

Rs. 4,000 sanctioned, 


Applloations for oapitai gpant for Mtfh aolieola 
(foi« girta), 19ao-ai. 



PRESinSNCV Division. 

Its. 


1 

Diocesan Collegiate 

. 

10,000 

The application was returned with 
the intimation that funds were not 
available. 

V r ‘ 

2 

Victoria Institution ... 

1,00,000 

The application was refused ijl 
neither land nor fhoney were 
available. 

3 

Brahmo Oirls,— 




(a) I^md acquisition 

.32,200 

Held up for want of funds. The 
. school antliorities were told that 


* 


Rs. 600 only wer^availabie. * 

ti* 

(5) New building 

40,000 

The soliool authoritiffli were uifwmed 
tlrat funds We not available. 


(c) Uotortbusea 

17,000 

The case is pending for (ffent of 
fiinds. . ' 


id) Furniture 

2,000 

Ditto . ffitto,’ ‘ 


Qidchale Memorial 

j”oo,ooo 

The school autlimilieii:, ^ ^ 



•; 'ii^ed'lo pwpatt't»\e|i)i^ 







i^L) 


QUISTIONS. 


137 


StaUment tef»rred to in the reply to unatarred qneetioii No. It (5) 
ticked hf/Nufiutr Shib Shekitnreawar Hny at tlte meeting of the let.. 
ApriltlBSI. 


K»me and nature oC couBtitncney. 

Calcutta North (No»-Muhain- 


Nameii of candidates. 


Amount 
of election 
expenses. 

Ra.*A. P. 


inadan), Urban 

Babu Jatindra Nath Busu 

.')12 

14 

0 

Calcutta North-West (Nou-Muhain- 

tnadan), Urban 

Mr. Satish Kanjan Das ... 

,%874 

12 

0 

* > 

Calcutta East (Non-Muhammadan), 

Kumar Rajeiidra Nnrairi Roy ... 

2,969 

1 

9 

Urban ... 

Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur 

1,933 

15 

6 


Lt.-Col. 8. P. Sarbadbikai'i 

1,339 

11 

6 

Calcutta North Central (Non- 

Muhammadan), Urban 

Dr. Haridhone Diitt, Rai Balutdur 

696 

1 

3 

Calcutta South Central (Non- 

Mr. D. N. Dutt ... 

* * 

18 

8 

0 

Mnhantniadau), Urban 

Babu Aswini Kumar Banarjt ... 

2SS 

6 

0 


Capt. Jitandra Nath Bauarji ... 

271 

13 

0 


Mr. O. J. Oolieii ... 

233 

14 

0 


Lt. Q. Sarkar ... ... 

489 

14 

0 

Calcutta South (Nou-Muhammadan), 

Urban ... 

Babu Surondra Nath Mallik 

657 

7 

U 


„ Charn Chandra Biswas ... 

3 

3 

0 

Moocrhly Municipal v.Nou-Mubani- 

laadan), Urban ... . ... 

Rai Malieudra Ch. Mitra Bahadur 

403 

6 

0 


„ Hahetidra Oh. Labiri Bahadur 

84 

11 

9 

Howrah Municipal (Non-Miihaiii- 

madan), Uiban ... 

24*Porgsnaa Mnnicipai North (Nuii- 

Habu Nityadhan Mukbarji 

2 

6 

0 

Muhamniadan), Urban .n 

Sir Surendra Nath Bauarji, Kt. 

lid 

6 

6 

24-Pariranas Muntoipal South (Non- 

Muttawaiadau), Urban 

Rai Jatmdra Nath Chaudhuri ... 

6,626 

1 

0 


Babu Surendra Nath Roy ... 

3,723 

14 

6 

•Dat^a CSty.., (Non-Muhammatlao), 

• 


■ed: 

iSrhm ... 

Rai Peary Lai Das Bahadur ... 

87 


0 


Babu Dbirendra Chandra Roy 
„ Sarat ^ CliAdra Chakra- 

27 

12 

6 


varti ... /*♦»■ 

1 

0 

0 


Debendra Kumar aUaa 





Debendra.Nat^ Chis ■ 

Nil 




^ Akh^ Sumu’ Btwaft 

. ■ m 

« 







. AnKHint 

Name and natura of comtitaenoy. Ntkmea ot oatadidatoa. of eleetion. 

expcnaea. 


lUi. A. P. 

Burdwan (Non-Muliammadan), Rural Rai Malinakalia Basn Bahadur 306 t5. 3 

Babo Lata Biliari Boae ... 271 14 0 

„ Amulya Cliaiidra Mitra ... 8 2 6 

Raja Mani Lai Sinf|i Roy ... 201 0 0 

Babu Hemondra Nath San ... 1,136 14 0 

# 

Birbhtim (Non-Muhainmadau), Rural Raja Satya Niranjan Chakravarti 5,637 ■ 7 7^ 

„ Mahendra Narayan Ciiau- 

dhuri ... ' ... 538 9 3 

Rai Abinaah Gh. Bandopadhaya 

Bahadur ..* ... 3,534 9 3 

Babu Nabin Chandra Baiido* 

padhaya ka« 9 0 0 

„ Nirmal Shib Bando- 

padhaya ... ... 44 7. 0 

„ Debraj Mukliopadhaya ... Not furnished. 

„ Ohara Chandra Singha ... Ditto. 

„ fiinoy Krishna Mukho* 

padhaya ... ... 3,730 3 3 

Lala Mritunjoy Lai ... 128 3 0 

Rai Rajani Bbusan Mnkho- ^ 

padltaya Bahadur Nil. 

Bankura West (Non-Muhaimnadau), . ’ ; 

Rural ... ... ... mr. A. C. Dutt ... ... 45 0 0 

Babu Rishitidra Nath Sarkar ... 650 4 9 

„ 8. L. Dutt ... ... 36 2 9 

„ Jagabandhu Singh Chau. 

dhuri ... ... 129 10 3 

„ Baidyanath Mukharji Not furnished. 
Bibhuti Bhoaau Gbosa Ditto. . 

Bankura Bast (Non-Muhoniniadao), 

Rural ... ... Idr. A. 0* Dutt ... ... 701'' 8 6 

Babu Hishiudra Nath Sarkar ... 154 14 6 

„ Bholanath Bbattacliarya... 72 0 0 

Qagan Bihari Ghofw ... , . ,2'8" 14 


Midnapore North 
nfadan), Rural 

Midnapore South 
madan), Rural • . 


XNon-Maham'' 

a«» Baja Narendra Lai Khan 

Bahtt Radha Haifa Pati . 


(Non-Moham* 

• ••' '■ aao Baba Sarat C3iaiidr% Jana 

„ Sarat GhUpdra Mokbo. 
padhaya 

, „ pa^lSahdo , .., 

„ 




2,018 6 8 

•f * 




attwiQirs 
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a 


N«aM.aa4 vatura of conatitaency. 


Naates of candklatea.'’ 


Anonot 
of eleotlon 
expensea. 


BtMlnapore Sooth (Noii-Muhsin* 
modanX Rural 


Bnoghly-eiim'Howrah (Non-Muharo- 
madan), Rural ... 


24*Parganaa Rural Central (Non* 
Muhammad an), Rural' 


24-Pargana8 Rural South (Non* 
Muhaounadan), Rural 


24'ParganBB Rural North (Non- 
MubwimadanX Rural 


Kadia (Noo-tfuhantmadan),-Rural. 


Mitrriiidahad (Noft-lfubammadan), 
„ tiurM j * ... ? *. 




Ra. 

A. 

f'. 

Bahn Asoka Chandra Dntt 

• ee 

00 

13 

0 

„ Narondra Nath Boro 

• •• 

65 

10 

3 

'Bipin Bihnri Saiiyal 

• ae 

439 

4 

6 

„ Manmatha Nath Bose 

• • ■ 

442 

6 

3 

„ Sital Proaad Qhoae 

• « • 

36 

0 

0 

„ Hriday Nath Mttjhi 

• •• 

Nil. 


„ Muknnda Kishore Chakra- 




varti 

• •• 

5 

4 

0 

„ Debeudra Nath Adak 

• •• 

0 

8 

0 

„ Prabhat Chandra Dube 

• •• 

10 

0 

0 

„ Baranaahi Baiiarji 

••• 

14 

0 

0 

Rai Mahanta Radhaayain Daa 




Adhikari 

eat 

Not furnished. 

Babii Faiiitidra Lai Do 


2,075 

0 

0 

„ Satish,Chandra Miikharji 

»»s 

247 

3 

0 

„ Girija Praaanna Roy 


361 

0 

0 

„ Kari Praaanna Sarkar 

• oe 

218 

15 

9 

Mr. Dhirendra Chandra Ghoae 

• •• 

Nil. 


Babu Saahi Sekhar Hone 

• «e 

Nil. 


„ Bhabaaindhn Naskar 

« • ■ 

513 

6 

6 

„ Hera Chandra Naakar 


1,898 

12 

9- 

Babu Harendra Krishna Dev 




Sarkar 

• aa 

76 

13 

9 

„ Sashi Sekhar Rose 

• aa 

836 

8 

6 

Mr. Dhirendra Chandra Ghose 

sea 

3,766 

3 

3 

Babu Sarat Chandra Bose 

aea 

2,846 

13 

0 

Rai Harendra Nath Chaudburi 

aaa 

4,256 

5 

6 

Babu Satyendra Nath Bose 

aea 

16,550 

6 

9 

Maharaja Kbaunish Ch. Roy 




Bahadur 

aaa 

3,232 

8 

8 

Ur. Jnanendra Nath Roy 

aa* 

7,119 12 

0 

Babu Surendra Narayan SInlia 

aaa 

r 

3,276 12 

0 

„ Ramani Mohan Sen 

#d* 

886 

0 

6 

„ Anil Kumar Chatarji 

aaa 

412 

0 


„ Jnanendra Nath Chau.. 




dliuri ... 

*a» 



t, KaS Kriefana Baoarj^ 

a««i ' 

Nel fmiNhad. 
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QtTEI^IOKS. 


[4th 


Name and nature of conelituoMy. 


Jeasore Soiitli (Non-Mulisininadan), 


Names irf candklates. 


Amount 
of election 
expenses. 

Us. A. V. 


Rural 


.. Riii Jadti Nath Masuiiidar 
Bahadur ... ... 


Buhii Nalini Nath Roy 


... '374 2 9 
... 6,896 3 9 


JesBore North (Non-Muhaniinadan), 

Rural ... ... ... Babii Bhabendra Chandra Roy ... 298 6 6 


Khulna (Non-Muhammadan), Rural Babu Sailaja Nath Ray Chau- 

dhuri ... ... 14,983 3 9 

,, Miikiinda Bihari Mallik ... 1,116 8 0 

Rai Ainrita Lai Uaha Bahadur ... 337 3 6 

Babu Banhim Chandra Son ... 194 15 9 . 


Dacca Rural (Non-Muhanimadan), 

Rural ... ... ... Babu Priya Nath Sen ... 998 10 9 

Jogoudra .Nath Roy ... 8,212 6 0 

Hai P. N. Basil Chaudhuri ... 69 2 0 

Babu Trailakha Nath Qhosc ... 461 9 0 

„ Snrat Chandra Chakravarti 9 9 0 

Mymensiiigh West (Non- Muham¬ 
madan), Itural ... ... Raja Manmatha Nath Ray 

Chaudhuri ... 2,290 0 6 

Mymensiiigh Gaat (Non-Muham¬ 
madan), Rural ... ... Babu Harihar Chakravarti ... Nut furnished. 

„ Qopal Chandra Das ... 2,297 11 0 

„ Oobeudra Chandra Dey 

Roy ... ... - 578 7 9 

Mr. Sudhangshu Mohan Bose 4,166 7 9 

Babu Ra'jendra Kumar Sastri ... Not furnished. 
„ Surendra Nath Sen ... 519 8 3 


Faridpiir North (Non-Muhaminadau), 
Rural ... ... *.i 


Faridpur South (Non-Muhammadan), 
Rural ... ... ... 


Dr. Jatindra Nath Maitra, m.b. ... 290 8 3.. 

Babu Kshettra Qopal Sarkar ... 117 6 0 ' 

Roi Radhika Mohan. Lahiri ’. . 

Bahadnr ... ... 1,813 '4 6 

Babu Pratap Rishi aJiat Pratap 

Qh, Rulridas ... Not furnished., 


Babu KrliiknA;l3ai;j|^ 
n lUhli^ Chfb^a Sen 
„ Bhuhan Moiwfh Jaha 
„ Mathura ^lith Mtdtta 




... . 12 | I 0 

■••• ■ ■ w'te,'-" 

... 

•• • .. .. j-v .f A*'' 





V QtTESTIOlIS. 

n«Uue of oonacitoencjr: Namea of candidoiea 

* r» 


Qiifcarg:HOj North (Non-Muhain- 
madan), Rural 


Bukarganj South (Non-Muhain- 
madaii},,Rural ... 

Chittagong (Nou-Muhammadaii), 
Rural ... 

Tippera (Non-Miiharamadan), Riiial 
Noakhali (Nou-Muhainiuadan), Rural 

Rajahahi (Nou'MuhammadanX Rural 

Uiiiajpur (Nou-Muharainadan), Rural 
Uangpur (Non'Mubammadan), Rural 


a - 

f- Bbgra-cwn'Paluta (l^on-Muham' 
^ . oiadau), Rural 

lifKl{|N>(^^*Mahaiantadan), Rural. 

(NoM-MubMainatlaiOt 


Babu Nibarau Ch. Das Gupta ... 
Mr. R. N. Roy 

Babu Dliirenilra Ch. Ray Cbau- 
dliuri 

Babu Bireawar Sur... 

„ Mono Mohan Saha ... 

Mr. T. R. Qoawami • •• 

Babu Bipiii Bihari Daa Gupta ... 

Babu Nerodo Biliari Mallik 

Rai Satyendra Nath Buy Chau> 
dhuri Bahadur 

Mr. R. N. Roy 

Babu Annoda Charaii Dutta 
„ Kamini^Kumar Das 
„ Apariia Charan Patliar 

Mr. Infill Biuiaan Diilt 

Babu Jashoda Kumar Ghosh ... 
„ Rasik Chandra Charrnakar 

Babu Kiahori Mohan Chaudhuri 
„ Surendra Narayaii Biiaya 
„ Kahitish Chandra Tagore 

Babu Tanka Nath Chaudhuri ... 
^ Kedar Nath Sen 

Rai Saiiib Paiichauan Banna ... 
Bubtt Jogesli Chandra Sarkar ... 
Rai Sarat Ch. Chatarji Bahadur 
Babu Baaanta Kumar Ghoah ... 

„ 'Sureudra Ch. Kay Cliau- 
dhiiri 

Sir Aahatoal. Chaudhuri, Kt. ... 
Rai Dinanath Uiawaa Baliadnr ... 
Babu Sitanath Adbikari 
„ Sureah Ch. Pakraahi 

Rai Sahib Nilinani Ghatak 
Babu Ramesh Chandra Bagchl 

Babu Praaanna Deb Raikut ... 
„ JyoRab Chandra Sanyal ...i; 
„ Madbu Sudah Roy , ••• 


141 

Amount 
of elt^tion 
espenaes. 

Rs. A. F 

1,4!15 7 9 
249 12 6 

110 2 3 
226 13 0 
134 lU 6 

59 5 0 
Nil. , 

433 4 6 

1,270 0 9 
4,126 4 3 

744 6 3 
257 0 6 
259 12 0 

60 12 6 
384 15 5 

74 4 0 

575 2 0 
42 13 0 
193 6 9 

474 14 6 
1 4 0 

ir.O 13 9 
436 10 0 
102 7 0 
.331 la 0 

807 4 0 

6,061 8 e' 

996 la 6 

111 5 0 
339 0 6 

1(4 4 6 
249 9 9 

1,481 8 0 
780 0 0 
280 0 0 
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QUISTIONS. 


[4x11 JlW.T 


Amoant 

Kame aod nature of eonutitneaoy Namea of candUatea. Of election 

expenwa. 

► ^ 

Ba. A. f. 

Calcutta North (Muhaininadao), 

Urban ... ... ... Ur. A. StihrawarAy ... 26 0 0 

Mr. J. R. Zahid Siilirawanly ... Nil. 

Piinc'6 Afaahitl-Mulk Miixa 
Muhammad Aliram Hosaain 
Bahadur ..*. ... 4 7 0 

Sycd Erfan Ali ... ... Nil. 

Manivi AInIuI Aziz Allabiix ... Nil. 

Calcutta South (Muhammadan), 

Urban ... ... ••• Mi. J. R. Zahid Snhrawardy ... 154 12 0 

Kliau Bahadur Abdua Salam ... 239 2 0 

Prince Afaal-nl-Mulk Mirza 
Muhammad Akram Hosaain * 

Bahadur ... ... 5 993 4 6 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy ... 41 8 0 

Syed Nasim Ali ... ... 4 |4 0 

Sjed Erfan Ali ... ... Nil. 

Maulvi AImIuI Halim ... Nil. 

Hooglily cum-Howrah Municipal 

(Muhamraadan), Urban ... Prince Akram Hossaiii . . . Nil. 

Mr. Abdul Itahiiii ... ... 2 8 0 

Dr. H. Suhrawardy ... 430 13 0 

Syed Erfan Ali ... .. Nil. 

Maulvi Zeliar Rahim ... 0 4 9 

„ Mowdifd Rahman ... 15 0 0 

Barrockpiir Municipal (Muham- ■ 

madan), Urban ... ... Syed Muksood Ali ••• ooi 148 4 6 

„ Erfan Ali oo* eoo Nil. 

„ Mowdiid Rahman ... Nil. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi Abdur Bahiiii Nil, 

Prince Akram Hoasain ... Nil. 

Abdul Qunny Mallik ... Nil. 

24-Parganaa .Municipal (Muham¬ 
madan) Urban ... ... Mr. Zahid Suhrawardy ... 18 0 0 

Prince Akram Hoasain ... 7 15 0 

Lutfur Rahman ... ... 7 ‘ S 0 

DacoaOity (Muhammadan), Urban Nawabzada K. Mahomer Afzal... 28 0 0 

Burdwan Division North (Muham* 

madao), Urban ... •» Maulvi Muhammad Madasaar 

Hoasain ... ... 171 0 0 

Mr. H. S. 8abrawar4y 

Syed Muhammad AbduBa* ... Nil. . 

Mr. Zobadur Balilm ae* It 0, 

CBMudhurl Muhanamad'laa Sli ft 9 

^ McdhtShamauljDad ... , j;, 

> • » 1 k 



1931.1’ QUESTIONS. 


KUM «ad iwtnro of oonstitnenoy 

Names of candidates 


Amount 
of election 




expenees 


Bu*dw«u Division South (Miilian 





tnodati). Urban 

Ml 11 S Siihia\iaid> 

t 

• s 

293 0 

1 


Pi nice Akram Hussain 

^•9 

Nil. 



Dr. A. Suiirawaidy 

• « 

Nil. 



Ml Zaliid Suhrswaidy 

• S 

Nil 



Hycd 1*1 fan Ah 

• 4 

Nil. 



„ N iBim All 

• I 

33 U 



Ml Zaiiooi Aliined 

#1 

175 4 



„ Mowdtir Rahiiian 

■ 



24 Pargaoas (Vlniiammadan), lluifil 

Piince Afsai nl-Mulk 

Mirs 



• k 

Muhammad Akram 

Uossain 




Bahadiii 


15 0 

0 


Mr U S Suhrawardy 


Nil 



Manlvi Md Velayet Ah 


Nut furiiinhed 


Ml. Zahid Suhiawaidy 

... 

Nil 



Sycd Nuanii Ah 

• ee 

171 It 

0 


Manlvi Shtfinsiil Hatiiio 


6 2 

f 

t4adia (Miiliainundaii), fiuia 

Mr Syed Bifan All 

a • • 

lOO 10 

£ 


Miiiishi Syed Ahdiil Jablier 

10 14 

a 


Maulvi Syul Abdul 

Qiiddui 




Riiini 


39» n 

ii 


„ Ktfzaul Iliiq 


111 n 

(j 


Ml Zahid Suhrawaidy 

tee 

Nil 


Murahidabod (Muhammadan), liural 

MauIvi Bkraniul Haq 

aae 

101 0 

i 


Syed Sadeq Rcra 

• 

756 2 

0 


Ohaudhiirt Md Mtualiarul 

Uaq 

Not fuiiiiahod. 

Jessora South (Muhammadan), Rural 

Maulvi Kafiuddiii Alnned 


101 14 

0 


L)r A. Suhrawardy 

• •a 

4 

iS 


Ml. Zahid Suhrawardy 

• •• 

AWI| 



Kail Amauatulla 

• •• 



Jesaore North (Muhammadan), Riiial 

Maulvi Huimotolla 

• a* 

28 0 

0 


Khan Bahwlur Manlvi 

Aiidiia 




Salam ... 

• •a 

l,2i7 2 

0 

Khttina (MitbaiamadanX Rural 

Maulvi Baairuddin 

■wo 

3 2 

0 


Prince Akram floBHein 

• •• 

696 12 

0 

IT 

Mr. Zahid Sithrawardy 


638 6 

0 

Uaeda West (lluhamniadan), Rural 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy 


166 1 

0 

IMeua Raat (Muhafflinsdaii), Rural 

Khan Bahadur K Mahomed 



Aaam ... 

• •• 

421 U 

0 


MdkMtnAii Vmtffnei Ottlsiawk 


4 « J 
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QUESTIONS. 


[4th JiiLir, 


Niim« and nature of conatiluency 


N.»ne» of oandidatea 


Amount . 
of eleetion 
ex pensee 


Mytneiisingh Wcat (Muhammadan), 

Hnial ... ... Yakub AH Khan 

Khaitdakar Arliarauddin 


Ra. A. P. 


... Not furniahed. 
174 4 9 


Aiiiiu All Tidtikdar 


... Not furiiiahed. 


Md AIhIiiI (laffur Mia ... 6l8 9 0 

„ Abdul Jabhar Pahvan ... 1,201 0 0 

Nuwab S^ed Nawab Ah 

Chaudhuii, Khan Bahadur, 
ciR ... ... 1,605 5 9 

8yod Muhammad lioaaam ... 194 7 3 

,, Uasliidanamman Ohandhuri Not furiiiahed. 
Di. A. Suhrawaidy ... 3 0 0 


Myrnenaingl Hast (Muhammadan), 
Rural 


Nuwab Syed Nawab AH Chau* 
dhnri, Khan Bahadur, r i.R ... 

Maul\i Rafiquddin Khan 
„ Talc HoBMain 
Syed El fan AH a«« 


3,584 8 3 
437 8 3 
130 8 0 
0 3 6 


Dewan Abdul Alim 


... Not fuiniahed. 


Dr. A Suhrawaidy 


3 0 0 


Faridpui North (Muliamuiadan), 

Buiai Maulvi Abdul Kaaiin ... 10 0 0 


Faridpiir South (Muhaminadaii), 

Itiiittl 


Bafcargaii} North (Miihaiiimadan), 
Ruial ... 

Bakarganj West (Muhammadan), 
Rural 


Qdt^rgiuj South (Moluuhmadau), 
' Rural 


Muiialii Maaaauuddin Bhuia 
Maulvi Meababuddin Ahmed 
Rahtnat Jan Cbaudburi 
Molla Md Abdnr Rahman 
Mr. Z. R. Siihrawardy 


aoa Not futniahud 
... 2,406 11 6 

125 12 0 
... Not furniahed, 
... Nil. 


Maulvi A H. M. Wazir AH ... 59 1 3 


Maulvi Azaharuddin Ahmed 
„ Hoahemati Khan 
„ Mahafezuddin Alunnii «•* 
Chaiidfauri Md lamail Khan 
Maulvi A. H. M. Wazir AH ... 
„ Syed Abd^ Kader ... 
„ Muhammad AahraS 
Dr. A. Suhrawardy at* 


978 3 6 
101 8 3 
647 1(1 0 
Nil. 

Nil. 

253 12 6 

NU* 


MauN Fazlal Karim 
Ohf^dhuri Md. iMiaU Khan 




37 6 d 

M 





mt] QUESTIONS. 
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Amount 


KamA fttid lutore of coortitnency 

Namen of caiididateB 


of election 




eapeuMs 





Rs. A, 

p. 

Chitfagong (Miihanmiadan), Ruial 

Maulvi Syoil Maqbul Uussain 

sa 

i 0 

0 


Mr. M. A. Azini 

as 

55 0 

0 


Munsbi Ayiibali 

• • 

65 0 

0 


„ Aniiiah 

s • 

70 0 

0 


Md. Nabiiii Seiang 

as • 

Not furnished 

Tippefa (Mvliainiaailaii), Kural 

Maulvi Shah Siiiyid Kindiidii 




llnq 

■ • 

IHO 1 

3 


„ Kazi Golam Mahiuddit 




Faioqui ... 

as 1 

24.’! 14 

6 


„ ^Mnhafezuddiu Ahmed 

a a 

21 0 

.0 


Miiualii Nadit 

ss< 

51 0 

0 


Maulvi Syed AIhIuI Jabbnr 

aa 

Nut fuiiiialted 


„ Niirul llaq Chaudhuri 

ssa 

Uitlo. 


NoakhaK (Muhaimuadan). Ruial 

MiinHlii Mnkiamali 

asB 

69 1.1 

0 


„ Jafar Ahiiiod 

ass 

69 1 

0 


Maulvi Nuiiil Haq Chaiidhuii 

aaa 

150 8 

0 


„ Maiihur Haidar Chau- 




dliuri 

aaa 

667 8 

0 


„ All Haidar Chaudhuri 

asa 

17 1 

9 


Munslii Yakubali 

aaa 

Nil. 



„ Yuaufali 

aa a 

Nil 


Rajohahi South (Muliauimadan), 





Rural ... ... 

Maul\i Einadnddiii Ahine<I 

• a a 

201 11 



Uazi Ldl Muliamiiiad Saidai 

a a# 

174 1 



Muhammad Akkel 

aaa 

it in 


Rajahain Noi th (Mnharoinadaii), 





Ruial 

Quasi Yusuf All 

aaa 

89 n 

n 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi Miihain- 




inad Ersad Ah Khan Chau- 




dhuri ... 

... 

516 7 

3 

Dinajpur (Biuliatnmadati), Rural ... 

Mdulvi Yaquiouddin Ahiiie<l 


9 14 

0 

Rangpurr West (MuhamiiiadaiiX 





Rural 

Maulvi Shall Abdur Rauf 

. 

175 13 

0 


„ Muhainmed Asaf Khan 

Nil 



Syed Abdul Fattali 

■ 

98 0 

0 

Raogpar Kast (Mahamipada»), Rural 

Maulvi Hamiduddin Khan 


aUR a 

n 


Khau Sahib Abdul Majid 


19.1 14 

A 

Btfgra (Muhammadan), Rural 

The Bou'ble Nawab Syed 




Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 




Khan Bahadur, o i.B 

aaa 

207 13 

6 


KImid Bahadur Maulvi Hafizur 




Rabaman Chaudhuri 

asa 

537 8 

6 


Munsbi Kajibuddin Tarafdar 

aaa 

65 4 

0 


„ Bamjau Fakir 

aaa 

NIL 
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QUJ^TIONS. 


[4th Jutt 



€ 


Amoaot 


Miime and nature of conatituenoy. 

Kame* of candidateB. 


of eleotion 




eziienaea 





Rs. ▲. : 

p. 

Pabna (MnhatnmadaD), Rural 

Klian Bahadur Mauliri Waaim- 



uddin Ahmed 

e»a 

6 14 

6 


Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Majid 

0 1 

6 

Malda-oam-Jalpatguri (Muham¬ 



1,966 13 


madan), Rural ••• ••• 

Mr. K. Ahmed 

s •• 

0 


Maulvi Faalul Karim 

eat 

2402 0 

3 


Shaikh Sultan Khalifa 

eee 

Not fitniihliod. 


Munshi Kaniii uddin Ahinod 

• eS 

Ditto. 


Presidency and Burdwan (European) 

Ml W R Bae 

eee 

2,290 8 

0 


„ 0 0. Reinfrj 

eee 

3o0 12 

0 


Col A T Pugh ... 

see 

3,378 9 

0 


Rev. U Anderson ... 

• ea 

1,414 8 

0 


Ml M M Crawford 

... 

1,458 13 

0 


„ J Campbell Fori ostei 

eee 

1,288 11 

3 


Dr. Adrian Caddy ... 

• ee 

1,213 11 

3 


Mr. W. H Phelps ... 

eee 

57 8 

0 

Dacca and Chittagong (European) 

Ml. Malcolm Cathcart 

• ee 

Nil. 


Ra^halii (Euiopean) ... 

Mr. W. L. Travers ... 

• e > 

50 10 

0 

Anglo-Indian 

Mr, U. Barton 

see 

916 3 

3 


„ H. A Stark ... 

• ee 

611 13 

9 


„ H. W. B. Moreno 

see 

40 0 

0 

Burdwan Landholders 

Rai Lalit Mohan Singh 

Bay 




Bahadur 

eee 

1,927 0 

0 

* 

Bahu Siva Naraiii Mnkharn 


Not fui niched 

Pieridency Landholders 

The Hoti’ble Mr. P. C. Hitter, 



eea 

eee 

529 2 

0 

Dacca Landholders 

Babu Brajendia Kisfaore 

Ray 




Chaudburi 

eee 

890 8 

6 

Chittagong Landholders 

Bai Upendra Lai Roy Bahadur ... 

179 t 

6 

Rajahahi Landholders ... 

Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray 

6,077 3 

6 


Babu Tanka Nath Chaudburi 

• ee 

6,670 10 

9 

Calcutta Univeraity ... 

Rai Bahadur Jogendra Chandra 



Ohose 

eee 

1,124 7 

0 


Babu Surendra Chandra 1^ 

eee 

273 12 

0 


Sir Nilratan Sirkar, Kt. 

eee 

3,635 10 

R 

Bengal Chamber of Commerce 

Mr. R. H. Watson Smyth 


Nfl. 



„ T. Campbell ... 

ti* 

° NIL 



,1 1. R. R^y ^ 

ere 




„ 0. W. Bhadef, aiM*. 

eee 

. i»a. 



„ Cewge Uurgae ^ 


RR. 



n 4. CcolMNn,o.>.& 

-«aft 

KlL 




1021.1 


QTIE8TI0KS 


147 


Sfiuac and natitte of nouatikaeaoy 


Nanea of candidates. 


Asieiint 
of alaetioa 
sx|ietiB«s 



** 


KSi A. P. 

Indian Juto Hilla Aasociation 


Mr B 11 li. Langford James 

ess 

Mil. 



„ B. A Wliite 

sea 

Nil 

Indian Tea Aasociatioo 

as* 

Mr A D. Gordon ... 

• •• 

Nil 

Indian Mining Association 


Mr. W. L. Carey ... 

s*« 

Nil. 

‘^kuMa Ir. jes Association 

St* 

Ml. F A Larmoiir 

St 

Nil 

Ntti.iOual Uhaiiiber of Com 

a* OSS 

Kaja lloeshepCasti Law 

s a 

125 6 0 



Babu Amulya Dhon Addy 

s t 

1,687 2 3 



„ Madliob Gobiiida Buy 

ass 

Not furnished' 



„ Nanda Lai Roy 

... 

Ihtto. 

Bengal Mar wan Ap ouatnm 

■ • • 

Babu Kesliorain Poddar 

... 

Nil 

Sabha 

ass 

Ml Tarit Bhusau Boy 

Sts 

115 0 
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FINANGB MEMBBB’S STATEMBl^T. 

TIm FinaiiM Membw’t SUtMMiit. 


[4Tiqt 


The Hoii*ble Mr. KERR: Sir, in aocordan'ce vritli the provisions of 
section 92 of the Bengal Legislative Business Rules, 1 beg to lay on the 
table a statement showing the action taken by the locil (Government 
and by His Excellency the Governor under section 72 D (2) of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India Act since the>^ last meeting. The first items covered 
by the orders of His Excellency are those relating to the Midnapore 
X>artition scheme and the acquisition of land for the Lnl Bazar Police 
Headquarters. His Excellency explained to the Council last April 
what he proposed to do regarding those matters and I** need not say 
anything about them now. For closing up the work of tlic Mymen- 
singh partition scheme His Excellency has under section 72 D (2> (6) 
certified a sum of Rs 2,00,000. For expendituie on the Chittagong 
Port, for five months, His Excellency has certified an amount of 
Bs. 16,000 as an emergent measuie. The Government of India informed 
us last April, after the Budget had been passed, that they had decided 
not to make Chittagong a major port and consequently the Ijocal Govern¬ 
ment will be responsible foi the exjiendituro on <he Chiltagong Poit. 
In order to provide funds to keep the Poll establishment going. His 
Excellency has certified this sum of Bs. 16,000. A supplementary 
demand for the balance required will be placed befoie the Council next 
week. 

For the sum requited for the Paper-Book Department of the High 
Court, His Excellency has certified Rs. 53,000 under insti actions from 
the Government of India. As the Council aio aware, this matter has 
been under correspondence with the Governiiient of India and they 
have directed us to restore sufficient provision to enable the extra staff 
lequired for the Paper-Book departnieut to b«' employed for six months 
pending afurther examination of the question. 

There is another small item of Rs 14,000 foi ati amount decieed on 
account of the acquisition of premises No. 113, Upper Circular Road, 
for the Calcutta Police. It was necessary to ceiiify Die sum immedi¬ 
ately so as to prevent interest charges running up. 


Itiat of certificates given bg Hie ExeeUency either rea^ormg grant* or 
authorieing emergent expenditure to he placeO in the (Jouncil meeting 
on 4th Juiy^ 19Z1. ^ ^ 


Deaertption. 

Under section 
72l>(«)(ob 

« 

Under section 
720(G)(h) 


Ite. 

Bs. 

(1) worh» in eoaiMctioa with the Midas- 

ic 

l,«r,O0 

pore (MifitioB eohone. 

*• 'J 


. . . ... 


--- 




tllfANCB STATEMENT. 


I9a.| 


m 


D«soriptioib 


Under Beoiioit Under seetibft 
7gl)(2)(o). 721»(i)f*>. 


Uh. 

(2) For worlm in couuectiun witli Mynicnaiugh . 

pitrtitioa scheme. 

(3) For works in connection witlj Midiiflpore 5,63,000 

purtition scheme. 

^4) Acquisition of land for tlio Lai Bazar Police 2,X3,000 

Ueadquarters. 

(5) For axpcudlturo in the Chittagong Port for ...... 

five montha. 

(6) For the Pn(M*r-Book Dopartmoiit of the High 53,000 

Court. 

! 

(7) For payment of the amount duoreed on | 

account of tiie acquisition of premises I 
No. 113, Upper Circular Road for the' 

Calcutta Police. j 


Rs. 

2,00,000 


16,000 


14,143 


Pabtition or Midnafobe. 

Under proviso (5) to section 720 (2) of the Government of India Act, I hereby 
authorise, as a case of emergency, the expenditure of Rs. 1,62,000, which is necessary 
for the payment on account of works establishment and of bills for work done in 
connection with the partition of the district of Midnapore. 

BONALDSHAY, 
Governor of Bengal. 

The tSth AprH 19X1. 


PABTinOK OF MVMErrSINGH. 

Under proviso (5) to section 720 (2) of the Government of India Act, I hereby 
authorise, as a case of emergency, the expenditure of Rs. 2,00,000, which is neces¬ 
sary for the payment of the charges which have been, or will have to be, incurred in 
closing down, in the most^eoonomical manner, the works now in progress in connec¬ 
tion with the partition of the district of Mymensingh. 

RONALOSHAY, 
Governor of aengal. 

The SSth April mi. 


pAVTItlON or Midicafobe. 

i herehy certify 1|hat the expenditure provided for by the demand of Rs. 5,69,000 
fmr the omiE^^Uotloti of buRdings in connection with the partition of the Midnapore 
district, under* the head **4I—C&vil Works—Public Works Department,” is essen- 
tiet tO‘^ dHe^herke of my responsibility for the subject. 

BONAUDSHAT, 

Govemog of Bstitfdl. 


F/U dtk Man 





150 FINANCE SfATOiCElTT. 

% 

OVABIKBS MA^iliBD SsBOIAKTB, CAIAVtTA POUO. 

I hereby certify Uist the expenditure provided for by-the demend of Be. 2,85,000 - 
for the acquiBitioh of land for the construction of quartm'S for the married sergeants 
of the Calcutta Policfe, under the head “41—CivU Works—P.W.D.,” is essential to 
the discharge of my responsibility for the subject. 

RONALDSHAY, ^ 

* Coverno^ of Behgai. 

The 8th May 1921. 


Payment or ohaboes or Pobt OrncsB, Chittaoono Pobt. 

tinder proviso (b) to section 72D (2) of the Government of India Act, I hereby 
authorise as a case of emergency the expenditure of Bs. 16,000 whidi is neoesssu-y 
for the payment of the establishment and contingent charges of the Port Officer 
of the Chittagong Port. 

" . ^ 

RONALDSHAY, 
Governor of Bengal. 


The 9th May 1921. 


Papeb-Book Depabtmbnt. 

Whereas I have been directed by the Government of India to provide a sum of 

Rs. 1,30,000 for the Paper>Book Department of the High Court under head “24 A_ 

Administration of Justice,'* and whereas the Bengal Legislative Council has refused 
its assent to a demand for a grant for this purpose and whereas I have been directed 
by the Government of India to restore sufficient provision to enable the extra staff 
resumed independently of the Paper-Book Department to be met for one year as 
well as the extra cost involved in the Paper-Book Department for 6 months, I hereby 
certify under proviso (o) to section 72D (2) of the Government of India Act, that 
tibe expenditure of Rs. 12,000 and of Rs. 41,000 for the above purpose respeothrely, 
amounting altogether to the sum of Bs. 63,000 is essential for the disohari^ of my 
responsibility for the subject. 


The 26th Movy 1921. 


RONALDSHAY, 
Governor of Bengal^ 


Polios Station at No. 113, Umm Cuoulab Roan. 


'l^ereas the High Court of Calcutta -has deoeed an 'additioiml j(»i^iheiit of 
Rs; 14,Md for .the acquisition of premises No. 118, Upper uircnlM* Road, far the 
establi^ent of a Police Station in the totrn of (k^utta, I hereby anthoHsa, 
^yfyo <61 io socUon 72D of Hie Governmmit of; India A,ot. t^ expenditit^ this 
sui^; as beinR n^ssaiy for carrying on of the Police Depaifyse^t, ' *.' 










coMmvMiic Biliib .: 



tim Bongti dM|*M aiii, mi. 

Sir ABI^tlR»RAHIM! Sir, I intniduc^ tWs BiU to 
inrther i»'oviBion for the custody, trial and punishment of youthful 
offenders and for the protection of children and young persons, as is 
stated in the preamble. The Bill is at present intended to be 
confined to the town of Calcutta. It was considered that 

we should wait till further experience is obtained of the 

operations of this Bill and until more institutions are available 
to give effect to its provisions, before ap{dying the Bill to the other 
parte of the Presidency. So the power is reserved to extend the opera¬ 
tion of the Bill to other parts of Bengal by a notification. It may also 
have been'< noted that the application of this Bill has been confined to 
boys and does not extend to girls. It was noupideied that public 
opinion here was too sensitive on all questions relating to girls an«l. it 
was,thought prudent not to extend the Bill to girls for the present. 
There would be idso a greater difficulty as regards the training of the 
girls. Wo aie at present making a fairly Jbig e^cpcrimerit in respect of 
boys and it was thought advisable that the training of girls may bo 
deferred for the present. 

This measure is intended to replace the Befoi nnitory Schools Act. 
That Act was rather limited in its operations as the members of this 
House may know. It dealt only with youthful offenders; this Bill, on 
the other hand, intends to provide for cases of uniu'otected children who. 
have not committed any crime but who, owing to their unprotected 
condition, aie likely to drift into crime unless they are taken charge 
of by the State. This is a considerable extension and I think the 
lUembers of this House will agree that if we could work the provisions 
of this Bill in this connection it may he of considerable use to the com- 
inumty. As everybody is aware there is a very large number of 
unprotected children—children who are not looked after properly by 
»ny one—who roam about in the, streets of Calcutta with the result that, 
uuiess they are taken in hand and properly educated and trained, they 
would inevitebly turn out criminalB. That is one aspect of the Bill and 
in. thet resxieot it is very much in advance of the Beformatory Act. 

The Bill, makes a distinction between children under 13 year-i of age 
and .young persons between 13 and 16. It makes separate provisions for 
them audit takes care, as will be noted, to have the children under. 13 
sep^atdy treated and in a different way from young persons whp have 
Wi^.eonyictedolanoffenc^^ , 

^ again provides for a number of institutions wh#re children 

filial ?yq^g;^ cm he edu<^ted and truned. . ; 

1^80 far thd separata and wdihee' 

haue aepariK|*a»nr*s, ta>rovi^^^^ ^ala 
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and for orders under the Act being passed by courts 
__ i« that children should be kept away as far as pos«b^< 


rooms. The idea is that children 
fit.ni contact with confirmed crimihala 


They ought not to be made to 

feel that they are being dealt with as crimini^^ . = f' . ‘ * 

In another respect there is a difference between the pro«t 
this Bill and the Beformatory Schools Act. ^is BiU e^ances the a^ 
of the persons who may he dealt with, from 15 to 16. ave no o 
that this will be considered to be an improvement. There is only one 
section of the Beformatory Schools Act vehich has been retained, viz , 
section 16. That section reserves power in the Governor General m 
Council to I'evinil the detention of youthful offeiideis of one province, 
in the Beformatory Schools of another province. That is due to the fact 
that some provinces have not got Beformatory Schools, including 
Bengal. The boys dealt with under the Act here are now sent t.) the 
Hasaribagh Beformatory School. 

The Bill is based mainly on the Madras Act of 1J)30, which aguip 
is based on the English Children Act of 1908. The English Childieh 
Aot is a comi>reheiisive measure anti deaL with many matters which 
do not require to be considered in Bengal. But most of tbe provisions 
of our Bill are to l>e found in the English as well as the Madras Aot. 

The Bill has been under the consideration of the Govetninenl for a 
long time but owing to the war and its after affects it could not. lie 
brought bofoio tlie Council, as it was felt that financial stringency would 
not permit us to found the necessary institutions. Financial difficul¬ 
ties have unfortunately continued long after the war and even at the 
present moment we have not got over them, bat it has been thought 
that we should not postpone this measure any longer and that we must 
make an attempt to find the necessary funds to give effect to it. 

1 shall now briefly summarise the main features of the BiD. First 
of idl as I have already stated it deals not only with youthful offenders 
bat alsc with children under 12 years of age. Power is taken to dead 
with cliildren under 12 who are found begging in the streets or afes 
wandering about either having no painnis or guardians or wh^ 
guardians Are given to drunken or criminal habits, and with boys wW 
are found i]a the company of thieves and criminals. Such boys can be 
biought b^ore a Magistrate or the Juvenile Court and can be Sefit to 
an Industrie school to be detained there till bis sixteenth yea!^. It 
provides that no children under 12 years of age ghall be aenteu^d ta 
ifttprisdism^nt or transportation or capital sentence, a ptovision whi^ 
dc^ a place in tbe Beformatory Schools Act. It is takjBi.i 

the Cfiiildreh Act of 1908. The Indian Penal Code lei?# ddw^i; 

a& i^ard# children below 7 years of age, that nothing done % 
lOAiisf offence and if a child of the ' 

to be of suAeient maturity and underatandipg tp " 

Me act he will be dealt 
Ctot. This Bill proposes to modify that 







that tio have power' to r^onOe ii 

<ifld6r # 'y4aw^ to imprisoiitoefii. Aa (regards yoathfnl otferid^ it 
:Trjy'es'tbe court power to discharge such oiB^dera after adaaoniehiag 
or -to' make him over to the custody of his guardian or some ot he f 
.proper person. If the Court does not think that tim child ought to be 
.mads over to the custody of his guardian dr any body else or if there 
• be no such guardian or person availahlo to take charge of the child then 
in that case the court is given power either to pass a sentence allowed 
by the law'or in lieu of such'a sentence to send him to a lleformatory 
f>chooL As regards boys of 12. or 13 yearn of age it gives power to the 
Magistrates to send such an offender to an industrial school.. It pro¬ 
vides for a number of schools being certified by the Government to 
receive children dealt with under the Act. The Bill also provides for 
auxiliary homes being established. It enables the court further to 
order that youthful offenders may be placed out on license with trust¬ 
worthy persona of respectability. 

The Bin proposes that no youthful offender or child is to be detained 
beyond the age of 18 years and as regards hoys under 12, they are not 
to he detained in an industrial school after they have attained 16 years 
of age. 

The Bill authorises the Court to levy, in proper cases, a contribution 
for the maintenance of children dealt with under tbe Bill from their 
i>arents or guardians liable under the law to maintain them, if they ai-e 
able to do so. 


The power to carry out the provi.sions of tho Act is conferred on 
Juvenile Courts, Magistrates of certain class. Sessions Judges and the 
High Court. As regards the management of the institutions contem¬ 
plated in the Bill, namely, industrial schools and reformatory schools, 
it provides that they are to be managed by a Superintendent and a 
Committee of Yisitofs, and the certified schools are to be managed by 
liersons approved by the local Government. Provision is also made for 
the inspeetion, of these institutions by a Chief Inspector assisted 
li^pectors and Assistant Inspectors and also for their medical inspec¬ 
tion. ‘ 


As regards the clauses which empower Courts to make orders sendr 
ing ohildrra to. <»rtified schools or making them over in certain cases 
to private persoi^ or placing them out on license, the Bill lays down 
x^igious persuasion of the child or youthtu] offender must be 
*'^l^^bi^^jw^deration, so tljat, whenever ^sible a child, of .a pertir 
may, be sent to an institution ut that'partieulaar 
jpatS^ be placed in the custody of persons professing the 


of the Bill and tlm.tocal.OiOTeTniii^t 
.make appropriate .rutos rtorrceixyr 
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Sir, I submit to the Council that this is a vety useful and be^ 
llcial measure, and if sufficient institutions are found foi t^ reception 
and training of these helpless children or young persons, it will be a 
great improvement on the existing state of things. The Courts und^ 
the present law are compelled in many instances to send persons of 
immature age to prison with the result that they turn out worse offend- 
eis afterwards. 

In concluding I want to mention that we have consulted the High 
Court as regards the provisions of this Bill, and the High Court have 
given their cordial suppoit to them. The Bill has also been circulated 
to different public bodies in Calcutta, but I do not think we have yot 
received their opinions. 

I now move that the Bill- 

The PRESIDENT! I think you are now moving the third motion. 

The HoiPble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: With these words I beg to 
introduce the Bill. 

The motion that the Bill be introduced was theik put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read the title ot the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I now beg to move, Sir, that 
the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Hon’ble 
Mr. P. C. Mitter, Mr. Hopkyns, Mr Gupta, Mi. Wordswoilh, Babu 
Annada Chaiuu Dutta, Dr. Hassan Suhrawardy, Mt. Syed Nasim Ali, 
Maulvi A. K Fazbul Haq, Mr. Stark, liai Jogendra Chunder Ghose 
Bahadur and myself, with instructions to submit their report in time 
toi its piesentation at the meeting of the Council to be hold in August, 
1921. 

Rei HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: It is a matter for con- 
gratulation that the lefoimed Government has taken the earliest oppor* 
tunity to introduce the Children Bill. That in view of the revalua¬ 
tion of the social values, the changed theoiy of punishment and the 
revised ideas of the duties of society towards the children, new provi¬ 
sions for the custody, trial and punishment of youthful offenders and 
the protection of children and young persons have become necessary—• 
there is no doubt about it. It is a pity only that the Bill does not 
propose to go the whole way. It is no doubt modelled on the Bpgliah 
Act of 1908, but while it copies some of the provisions of the Bnglisli 
Act much too closely, some very important provisions of the said Apt 
have been given the most silent go-by. Thus it will be seen that tmly 
four sections of Part II of the English Act have been considered 
worthy ol being adopted. What does it show? This shows that the 
aiHitors of the present Bill do not propose to nttach so much 
aaeo to tire protecticm of diildren and young persons or to Uie pvovi» 
sMte against offences towards them as to Uie potential criminals^’^ 
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their <H»to4y an^ detentbn,^ trial and punishment. Ji for instance 
**expoaing children to the risk of burning*' has to be provided againsti 
why ** puBUshment for cruelty ta children and young persons " 

** flowing children or young persons t6 be in brothels " should be 
omitted? Why again seotion, H9 (penalty on giving intoxicating 
liquor to children) and section 121 (provision as to the safety of child^ 
ten at entertainments) have been left out? As the reasons for such 
omissions aie not fully apparent, I propose that more attention should 
be paid to those provisions of the English Act which give protection 
to the children and young peisons, with a view to see if more pickings 
can usefully be made. 

As to want of clarity: we have simply to look to the definitions. 
The ostensible object of the Act is to substitute educational treat¬ 
ment ” for " penal measures.” But there is nothing in tke definitions 
of reformatory and industrial schools to show that they will be institu¬ 
tions for industrial training. The definitions proposed in the Bill have 
nothing in oommon with those in the English Act, This shows that the 
present Bill in spite of its stated objects to provide ‘‘educational 
treatment ” is content with mere barren verbiage. No positive pxo- 
gramme o£ educational treatment and cure 6£ potential criminals appears 
in tbe Bill. Yet that is the desideiatum which, if satisfied, will bring 
the Bill into a line with modern ideas. 

Apart from these, liberal touches are required here and there and 
our only hope is that in the Select Committee the corners will be 
rounded, defects remedied and shoitoomings removed and that the final 
shape in which it will emerge from the Select Committee will fully 
realise the beneficient objects of the Bill. 

Rfti ilOCENDRA CHUNDER GH08E Bahadurs 1 have a few woids 
to speak on this Bill. This is a measure of great importance and 
difficulty. Fortunately for us, philosophers, philanthropists and 
jurists of Europe and America have given long and anxious thought on 
the matter^ and we have got the Acts of those countries before us for 
our guidance. Biology and early history of primitive mnn have proved 
that originally was not a very moral person. Our predatory 
instincts inherited from our ancestors had to be repressed with punish¬ 
ments of death and - mutilation. Crimes were generally severely 
puniriied. Nenda Kumar was hanged in Calcutta for forgery. Now 
chari^ and good sense have prevailed and men are more lenient to 
fcBcw-being. Prisons were not places fit for human beings. 
John Howard and other philanthropists have made them at last fit 
tot men te live. Men were harshly treated till recent times. Boys 
tTere just as harshly treated. But the law has been changed in Europe 
and America for the protection of boys. Boys require protection more 
pfunishment, and we should be guided’by those Acts of modem 
civ3ii^ countries. I am sorry to find that this Bill, while purporting 
to fellow Rie !|^lish Act, hae'^ substituted 16 years ” far ** 
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years ” in the definition of children. Thje framers hhve iurther. 
slitnted “boys” for “pei-sons” in the English Act. 8irl» here re^^ire 
more protection than in any other country, and I hope ihat tl« 
Select Committee will put in girls as objects to get the benefit of ^is 
Act. Further the English Act protects young people frbih the pa^- 
broker and makes the pawn-brokers taking advantage of them erimi- 
uully punishable. I do not see w'hy this has- been omitted from this 
Bill. Sir, these are some of the defects and omissions in the -Bill 
which have struck me, and 1 am sure I shall hear the reasons for them 
in the Select Committee. I now mention these before you as worthy 
of consideration. 


Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I beg to welcome 

this measure. This has been drafted on the principles which have l»en 
lai<l down in the English Act. 1 inay say at the very outset that the 
rules to be framed under the Act are not open to .public gaze and 
criticism before the Bill is sanctioned. These ruleg, I contend, are to 
be passed by the Legislature and not by the Executive Government. 
I raised this point in the old Councdl, but my View was not accepted. 
I venture to repeat my observation in this Reformed Council. 

Dealing with the question of punishment, is it not proper that this 
should find a place iu the Act? 1 contend that the procedure to be 
adopted with regard to the way iu which tlie matter should be viewed 
ought to be enunciated iu the Act itself. I submit that this principle 
which m enunciated in the Bill is open to serious objection. 


Coming down, Sir, to the several clauses of the Bill, I find that 
there are some omissions. I refer specially to section 16 of the English 
Act. It is quite natural that the whole matter cannot be discussed 
in detail now, and the members of the Select Committee will be in a 
better position to go through them. We notice that the word 
“ arrest ” has been put in. I do not like that idea. If a boy begs, 
or goes away from school, I do not like this idea that he should be 
arrested. The ideas which are enunciated in this Bill are new idliOS; 
for which every Bengali ought to be thankful. I submit that ptersoa**' 
sion,, and not compulsion, ought to he the procedure. ConcRiatiDa’ 
onght to be the policy. Kow 1 find in one of the sections of the BiU that 
^e police have been given authority in certain matters. 1 thih& .that 
ought to be omitted, and persons other than the police mighi ; 
employed... There am other matters which are matters of detaB, imh’ 
as we shall have the opportunity to deal with them when eo^es 

to Covnoil for consideration, 1 do not discuss iheto pow; 


? ‘ ^ 
Y,,; A • 


Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: AH the^sii^gesiiti^ 
wip be dttly considered in the Select . 

was . then j^t and agreed to., • 
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the MAHAIIAMiDmiiAjA BAHA0ilft of 

1 beir to introduce iW Bill ifiirther to amend the Ijand 
Act, 1876. 

‘ IE . t, ' , 

, It is a fairly simple Bill and we hope to get it passed in the August- 
Septemhbr ^sion. The Ministerial Officers’ Salaries Committee of 
1905^6 ,lMr§^d the desirability of restricting the multiplication o^ 
separate accounts which not only necessitate a larger establishment in 
tauzi and certificate offices, but also cause a considerable increase of 
work in every Department of the Gollectorate. Reports of local 
officers show that more than one-third of the cost of the tauzi establish¬ 
ment is due to the existence of separate accounts. 


It is undesirable to provide for a check on the opening of separate 
accounts as any limitation would adversely affect petty co-proprietors 
and leave them at the mercy of their more well-to-do co-sharers. I’ho 
administration of separate accounts should not however be a. burden 
on the general tax-payer. Statistics recently collected by the Board of 
Revenue show that the average annual receipts from the uniform fee 
of Rs. 2, the fee at present in force, amount to less than one-fifth 
of the cost of the collection of each separate account. In fact, the 
capitalised cost of the collection of each separate account works out 
on the average at Rs. 10 in excess of both the cost of actually opening 
the separate account and of the noimal expenditure incurred in the 
collection of land revenue. The greater part of tUe cost incuned by 
the State in administering separate accounts must, therefore, as the law 
stands, be Iwme by the general public. It is, therefore, proposed to 
impose law a fee which would recoup Government the cost of the 
extra establishment nece’ssitated by the administration of separate 
accounts. 


It was originally proposed that an additional fee per instalment of 
land revenue payable should be imposed. On consulting the principal 
Ikndholders’ associations of the province, an objection was raised that 
this would be hard on small co-sharers, who would have to pay a fee 
depending not on the amount of their contribution to the land revenue 
but on that of the parent estate. To meet this objection, it is proposed 
in the Bill to provide fOr the levy of a scale of fees varying from Rs. 4 
"to proportionate not to the number of instalments but to the 

s^t^^^^.land revenue payable by the applicant. The fixed fee of 

so as to cover the cost of actuidly opening the 
e$^^te hp^pt. These are all the remarks I have to nrakie at this 

then'pttt dnd agreed to. v .* 

then, load the of the. Bill. ' i 
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The Bengal Tenancy (Amenilnieiit) Bill. 

Mauivi YAKUINUOOIN AHMED moved ** for leave to introduce 
the BiJi to further amend the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1886.’^' 

When, in February last, the Council was inaugurated} His Exdelr 
lenoy the Governor of Bengal spoke: “ Prior to this the members of 
the Legislative Council have been nominated thereto or elected by 
strictly circumscribed electorates. With such elections the mass of 
the people have had no concern. And the total number of electorates 
of all classes who have had any share in returning members to the 
Ijegfislative Council of the past has not exceeded 12,000. As compared 
with this, the |>er8on8 entitled to return members to the Legislative 
Council which meets for the first time to-day- 

The PRESIDENT: You must confine your remarks to the merits of 
the Bill. You are not entitled to enlarge on the changes in the constitu¬ 
tion of the Council. That is irrelevant. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: It is only as an introduction- 

The PRESIDENT: That is not an introduction to the Bill. You 
can speak on the piinciples of the Bill and the reasons why you want 
to introduce it. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: I am coming to it. 

The PRESIDENT: Well please come to it at once. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: These are the hopeful words of 
His Excellency and we find now that out of 139 members, 74- 

The PRESIDENT: I have already ruled you out of order as regards 
that point and you should not go on rei>eating it. You must come to 
the matter of your Bill. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: There are /.amiudars among the 
elected members who have come to the Council with the votes of theii* 
tenantry and their loyalty and fidelity*'^- 

The PRESIDENT: I am afraid you have not come to the Bill yet. 

• You are remarking on the constitution of this Council. I ask you, aig^in 
to come to the merits of your Bill. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: This amendment of the Behg^ 
Tenancy Act which propose to give to the raiyats of Bengal the right 
»to cut down trees planted by them or their ancestors, the right 
to transfer and bequeath occupancy rights or homestead hrid dyer IS 
year#, the payment of nazar to the eamindars . when ihutati^.ihew 
natues, which proposes to protect the raiyats froin unneoesear;iy j ndr wi. 
rent is the truest test whether the raiyaPs reiuesenta^vm 
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sittiSigr ^ tld# Gounoil will teDieiiib6]* their pledgee to their oon- 
stituents. Bai^at Sabhas and non-co-operators have already warned the 
raiyata of. the value of the franchise they have got, and it would be a 
matter of crying shame to sudi of their representatives as play falsO 
with their interests when substantial hnd long deferred rights are going 
to be given to them. 

When I propose to amend the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1886, 1 beg 
to place before you a short history of the law between the landlord and 
tenants, for which I am indebted to the perspicuous history written by 
the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr, one of the Executive Councillors sitting here 
to-day. Mr. Kerr says— 

The Bengal Tenancy Act, though not professing to be an exhaustive code of law 
of landlord and tenant, is nevertheless a complete and self-contained enactment so 
far as the most important agrarian relations are concerned. It is unfortunate, 
though perhaps inevitable, that the discussions of recent years have been mainly with 
the working of the Act in details and this has tended to obscure the main prini-iptes. 
Perhaps the best account of the aims and objects of the framers of the Bengal Tenan¬ 
cy Act is to be found in the speech of the Viceroy when the Bill was first introduced in 
Council in 1883. 

liord Bipon said— » 

We have endeavoured to make a settlement which, while it will not deprive the 
landlords of any of their accumulated advantages, will restore to the raiyats some¬ 
thing of the position which they occupied at the time of the permanent settlement, 
and which we believe to be urgently needed in the words of that settlement for the 
protection and welfare of the talukdars, raiyats and other cultivators of the soil 
whose interests we then undertook to guard and have to our shame too long neg¬ 
lected. 

Again bis successor Lord Dufferin in 1886, in putting the motion of 
this Bill that the Bill should be passed said he believed that ** it is a 
translation and reproduction in the language of the present day of the 
spirit and essence of Lord Cornwallis’ settlement that it is in harmony 
with his intentions that- it carried out his ideas, that it is calculated to 
ensure the results he aimed at, and that it is conceived in the same bene¬ 
ficent and generous spirit which actuated the original framers of the 
Begulation of 1793.” 

Varagraph 3 of section 7 of Begulation of 1793 says— 

' The Oovemor-General in Council trusts that the proprietors of land, sensible of 
the benefits conferred upon them Iqr the puUic assessment being fixed for ever, will 
exert themselves in the cultivation of their lands under the certainty that they will 
enjoy exclusively the fruits of their own management and industry and that no de- 
QU|n^ wi91 ewr be made upon them or on their heirs or successors by the present or 
anjr;futaM Goverament for an augmentation of the public assessments in conse¬ 
quence of 'the imjproveinmit of their respective estates to'conduct themselves wiGi 
gbbd'faith Md moderation towMcds their dependent talukdars and raiyats and a strict 
obtetyanpe of-these dutiiss is itow more than ever incumbent upon them in return for 
tim benefit whidb th^ Witt themselves derive from orders itow issued^^ and enjoin, thu 
strictest a^ierence to tibs prinrildeB in. the persmrn Whom they appoint, to collect 
nwts 
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Spf’tion 8, paragraph 2 o! th<J above llegulation points out— 

First, It being the duty of the ruling power to protect all olassea of people and 
more pai ticularly those who from their situation are most helpless and the CteremOT 
(ieneial m Ooimcil will, whenever he may deem it proper, enact such regulation^ as 
he may think netessary for the protection and welfare of the dependent talukdars, 
'aiyats and othei cultivators of the soil and no zamindar, independent talukdar or 
other actual piopiiotor of land shall be entitled on this account to make any objec¬ 
tion tt» the discharge of the fixed assessment which they have respectively agreed to 
pay- 

Then the Uoii’blc Mi. Ketr says— 

It may further Ih' remaiked that all important legislative measures from Act X 
of 1869 down to the last anjendment of 1907 have dealt with the two objects which 
wcio mentioned by hold (’ornwallis* instructions in 1786, namely, the protection of 
the raiyats and the security of the landlords in the realization of their just demands. 

Act X of 1859 is oiiiilled an “ Act to amend the Law relating to 
the recovery of lent " and this was originally its main object. It intio- 
duced lor tbe first time definite provisjjous legardiug suits for aiTears 
of lent and tbe execution oi decrees loi uiiears of rent. But during the 
passage of tlu‘ Bill thiough the ClonUcil important additions were made 
witli the result Hint the Act as passed contained a moie or less exact 
definition ot the different classes of raiyats and of the rights which 
it was thought expedient to confer on them. The Act contained fuilher 
imiMiitunt piovisunis for the protection of the raiyats. 

In 1879 a strong Rent Commission was appointed with instructions 
to proixise a digest of the existing statute and case law relating to 
landloi d and tenant and to diaw up a consolidated Bill. Then as a result 
of the labours of the aforesaid Commission the Bengal Tenancy Act 
VIII of 1885 was passed. But vested interest was as strong as ever 
and though the framers of the Aet had the distinct intention of giving 
to the raiyats lights as in any other imnioireable property they had 
to throw them away to be shattered on the rochs of custom, usagle 
or customary right. The right of transfer of occupancy holdings was 
ushered in through the backdoors of section 178 and Illustiation I to 
section 183 of Act VIII of 1885. The same procedure was adopted with 
regard to the bequest of occupancy rights in section 26 an.d sec¬ 
tion 178, sub-section (2), clause (d). It says— 

Nothing in any contract made between a landlord and tenant after the passing 
of this Act (Vlll of 1885) shall take away the ri^t of a raiyat to transfer or bequeath 
in accordance with local usages. 

The right of the raiyat to sublet has been protected by section 178 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act. The right of cutting down trees was ala<^ 
given by section 23 and section 178, sub-section (3), clause {6). 
Thus all the rights that are proposed to be given by this Bil l had been 
given to the occupancy raiyats by the framers of Act VIII of 1886, 
86 years ago, but with some unexplained reason, enatom, usage and 
customary right were mentioned as the means to an ehd. Chief Jus¬ 
tice Jenkins is of opinion in 1, Weekly Reporter, Act X, page *6, that 
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th© Le^i^J^tur© Hiigkt ha-ve been unwilling to rouse active hostility of 
the, iandlpi^ by making an express provision authorising transfer of 
occMj^ncy holdings. Since Act X of 1859 was passed the occupancy 
raiyats hAve been selling their lands as any other immoveable property, 
1; Wsekjiy Eepoi^er, Act X, page 6. Over and above the right of 
selling their lands in 6, Weekly Eeporter, Act X, page 40, Nayarautulla 
versus Oobinda Chandra Dutta, it was hold that a raiyat with a right 
of occupancy might sell his lands, might erect a pncca house on his land 
and do what he liked with it so long as he did no injury to the 
isamindar’s detriment. In 24, Weekly Eeporter, Act X, page 330, it 
was held that the raiyat had a right to the possession of trees on his 
land. Coming to more recent times a Full Bench decision of five 
Judges presided over by the Chief Justice Jenkins (Doya Moyee versus 
Annadamohan Chowdhury) held— 

. . . the purchaser of a portion of an occupancy right has a good title 

against the transt^or. The person whose title is undoubted has put him in poss- 
ossion. Therefore his possession is derived lawfully. Being in possession, the 
question is whether a trespasser can oust him. It makes no dilFerenco if the tres¬ 
passer happens to be the landlord. The landlord has acquired no title. At thw 
end of the judgment of the Full Bench it was stated thal series of decisions involvc<l 
many of the debateable points' that related to *the transferability of occupancy 
holding^ apart from local usage. It will be Convenient to state our conclusion in 
general terms. Ihis conclusion rests largely on a recognition of the paramount 
importance of upholding decisions on which dealings with property have been exten¬ 
sively based. Tiiese decisions probably mark a departure from earlier judicial pro- 
nounceinents and the opinion of those who have studied the question in the past. 
The life of the law however is not logic, but experience and the modern departure 
is probably due to a change in economic conditions which has brought into promi¬ 
nence problems that did not previously call for solution. 

Their Lordships of the Full Bench of the High Court by way of 
conclusion observed— 

We would only add that the uncertainty as to the transferability of holdings has 
been one of the most powerful sources of litigation and it is urgently necessary that 
it should be set at rest by legislation. 

This was expressed in 1896, and wo come to the Reformed Council 
after' a quarter of a country to fulfil the directions of the highest 
tribunal in the laud. We would belie otir franchise, intelligence and 
education if we cannot after the lapse of a considerable numbei- of years 
set at rest the difference between landlord and tenant. 

In Calcutta Weekly Notes, Vol. 14, page 962, Justice Mukerjee. 
delivered judgment which gave the tenants rights to the trees planlcd 
by them, or their ancestors. Justice Mukerjee says, ** Neither the Hindu 
lair*^or the Muhammadan law recognised any law of fixtures.** If we 
look, to the ancient Hindu law we find the following texts in the 
Institute of Narada, Chapter YI, verses 20-21, Sacred Books of the 
East, Vol. 83, page 148— 

a man has built a houM on the ground of a stranger and lives in 
it pa^ng tent few it, he uiay^take with him, when he leaves the how, the tihatch, 
the timber, the bricks and other bi:^dhig materials. 
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Verse ifi.—But if he hae been rending on the.ground of a etranfi^r without pay> 
ing rent and against that man’s wish he shall by no means take with him on leaving 
it the thatch and timber. 

These texts are quoted ds authoritative by Jajpannatb in bis Digest 
of Hindu Law (Colebrook), Book III, Chapter 2, paragmpjb99, YoJ. II, 
page 398, who quotee^' another text of Narada which explains the 
reasons for the rule—“ , ... the grass, wood and bricks which are 
thus removed belong to him who. leaves the ground, provided he paid 
rent for the spot and not otherwise. 

When we turn to Muhammadan law, we find the following passage 
in the Hidayah:—If a person hire unoccupied land for the purpose 
of building or planting, it is lawful since these are purposes to which 
land is applied. Afterwards, however, upon the term of the lease 
expiring, it is incumbent on the lessee to remove the building or trees 
and to restore the land to the lessor in such a state as may leave him 
no claim upon it." “ We must consequently hold," Justice Muker- 
joe says, " that in the case before us the tenant did not exceed 
his rights when he cut down jack-fruit trees which had been planted 
in his holding by one of his ancestors." 

Thus if my Hindu and Muhammadan colleagues in the Council who 
have come here as representatives of the raiyats of this Province, strictly 
follow the dictates of their religion they would support the cutting of 
trees planted by the raiyat or his ancestors. Hence the provision in the 
Bill that a raiyat be entitled to cut down trees on his holding of which 
he and his ancestors have been in possession for 12 years is supported 
by Hindii and Muhammadan law and by the decision of the highest 
court in the province, and J hope the Council will pass the provision, 
and L hope I would get support from the Government members and of 
the Europeans and Anglo-Indians, when the original Act X of 1859, in 
pursuance of the intention of liord Cornwallis indications in Begulation 
I of 1793, gave to the occupancy raiyats and holders of homestead for 
more than 12 years, rights of transfer and bequest in the same manner 
and to the same extent, as any other immovable property. I have 
endeavoured to show that there is sufficient and clear indication of the 
intention to give such rights even in the Bengal Tenancy Act, VIII of 
1885, and now, after a series of decisions of the High Court, the Council, 
I hope, will support the Bill to confer such rights on the occupancy, 
j’aiyats in clear and unmistakeable terms. 

After Act YIII of 1885, the first amendment was made by Act III 
(B. C. of 1^8), which does not touch transferability of occupancy rights. 

Then the second amendment of the Act was made by Act 1 (B. C. 
of 1903), which merely 'dealt with the provisions relating to the transfer 
of permanent tenures. 

Then the third amendment wfus by Act I (B. C. of 1907), which 
deals with the preparation of a record-of-righte and settlement of biir 
and equitable rents. 
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Act, 1907, was confined to Bengal l>roper; and its 
provisioti^ l^d to be rjp»enacted as Act I of 1908 of Eastern Bengal and 
Assam ’mtb snob alterations as nrere considered suitable to local 
condi^o:^' ,. - . 

* tber^rissa (Tenancy Bill was . introduced by the HOn’ble 
Mr. Sla^ in 1911 (22nd July), and tbe Bill was finally passed by tbe 
Bengal Council on the 27th March, 1912. But the assent of the Governor 
General, in Council being withheld, as the new province of Bihar wewj 
going to bo constituted soon, the Orissa Tenancy Bill was finally 
introduced in the Bihar Legislative Council ip 1913 and was passed. 

In both these amendments of the Bengal Tenancy Act, VIII of 1885, 
which were passed both in Bengal and Bihar, there were express provis¬ 
ions witii regard to transfer of occupancy rights and hence this Council 
will^be forced to hold that the transfer and bequest of occupancy rights 
should not be deferred from the raiyats of Bengal any longer. 

There may be objections from the side of samindars that they are the 
proprietors of the soil. But during the Hindu and Muhammadan times 
the king was the paramount lord and the cultivatofs were the proprietors 
of the soil and they paid one-sixth of the produce to the king as rent. 
According to Manu—“The king is entitled to have a share in the pro¬ 
duce to the extent of one eighth, one-sixth, or one-twelfth as the nature 
of the soil and the labour necessary to cultivate it vary (Manu, Chapter 
VIII, Slok 1, Verse 130, Sir William Jones’ translation of Manu." 
Cultivators’ proprietory right can be deduced from the text—“ Sages 
pronounce cultivated land to be the property of him who^cut away the 
wood or who cleared and tilled it." (Manu, Chap. IX, Slok 1, Verse 44). 

It is tbe general principle that obtains in the Muhammadan law too 
and is recognised in Germany, Java and Russia end, indeed, in most 
countries. It has been said, with considerable force, that as the king’s 
share of grain was limited to one-sixth or at most one-fourth, there must 
have been another proprietor for the remaining five-sixth, or three-fourth, 
and such proprietors undoubtedly were the cultivators of the soil who 
are styled as raiyats in the Bengal Tenancy Act. The zamipdars have 
come between the king and the cultivators. At the time the zamindars’ 
rents were fixed permanently, the zamindars were enjoined to deal with 
their fiedttkdars, raiyats and other cultivators of the soil with considera¬ 
tion. One stock argument advanced is that the occupancy raiyats will 
be reduced to the status of day-labourers by being sold out of their hold¬ 
ings. ' But there are thousand and one instances that occupancy raiyats, 
Iqp their labour and good management, have risen to be the purchasers 
of the lights of their landlords. No legislation can restrict the manner 
of enjoying property in a progressive society. If the Council wants that 
the oocajMiinoy raiyats would for ever remain an ignorant, primitive 
people, then alone they can restrict the transfer of occupancy holdings 
lest the rai 3 rats play into the hands of their mahajant and lose their occu¬ 
pancy rights. Every one ndio has any intimacy with the eduhtxy knows 
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very well that transferability would be regarded aih a-boep^^by the eccu- 
]tancy raiyats and they are^iiot afraid tbai.theif^gOIHts viU be i^plaoed by 
that of the mahajans and thus they will be jceduced to the. statue of 
tenants at-will or day-labourers. 

Statistics made before 1885 show the numl^r of trattsfersj;ll^^db<M- 
pancy rights in Bengal. In 1881-82 there were 40,899 tr^^sfbrs; in 
1882-83, 48,362; in 1883-84, 66,905; and at present the transferiii. approxi¬ 
mately amount to 260,000 annually. In the cour^ of the debate in the 
Imperial Council, the Lieutenant-Governor eaid^“Iu‘our first proposal 
to the Government of India, two years ago (1883), wb recommended 
adoption of the right of transfer throughout Bengal;*' and the afore¬ 
mentioned statistics show that the number of transfers increased from 
40,899 in 1881, to 65,905 in 1883, and now it heis risen to 260,(K)0. 

Several members have suggested that the Bengal Tenancy Act he so 
amended as to secxire fixity of rent for ever. I leave it to' the *Cbuncil to 
consider if they are going to fix the rent of the settled or occupancy 
raiyats. Let them consider at what rate they are going to fix the rent of 
the raiyats; whether the abolition of the vthmdi system be advan¬ 
tageous or giving the occupancy raiyats various rights to invoke the 
Penal Code at every step in transactions between the raiyat and his 
landlord. 


Another hon'ble member suggested the formation of a committee to 
consider and report what amendments are needed in the Bengal Tenancy 
Act. Hon*ble members are fully aware that “ hope deferred maketh the 
heart sick. *’. The formation of a committee and the submission of a 


report will involve lapse of years. While you are going to give the 
raiyats rights of transfer, the tenants are being ousted from their lands 
and reduced to penniless beggars. So the sooner the Council give them 
the right the better it is for tbe raiyats. Swift and sure ought to be the 
remedy which was proposed in 1886, but was deferred, at the instance of 
vested interests, by the wealth and intelligence of the land*; an4 now 
under the regis of the Befprmed Council not a single day should .be lost 
in giving them the most j^ecessary and the long deferred rights, t 
appeal to the members of the Council not to throw out this n(od4st Bill if 
they have really the raiyats’ welfare at heart; to set to to 

propose further amendments and incorporate them in the pr^ht l^^nd 
thus jmss it into law. * 

JIow in order to recognise the transfer the raiyats shall liave io mv a 
fwar. FfoSt time immemorial the zamindars have Wn recovering 
futaar wheneve? a transfer of occupancy rights takes pleee fe hfr zamin- 
dan* . rate ^8 been flxe^ in this Bill at twp ann^s per rupee of the 
mp^ey-.,^ I leave it to the CouncU to decide whi^woiad be 

■ eU^patf efeese e^fromseoLiiWcrf 

iiitfodu«ed „ .mendinMit. 
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to benefit the samindars in enhancing the rents of a raiyat on the ground 
that he held lands in excess of that originally let out to him. Hon’ble 
members of the Council know full well that lands were not in demand oiily 
a few years ago. The railways and steamers have opened the interior of 
the country to merchants and traders and great demand lor the crops 
produced by the lands has considerably increased their value. Hence 
there being no greater demand for the lands the zamindars came to cast 
about in their minds how they could increase the rents. When the lands 
were given originally to the raiyats the zamindars were only too glad to 
find raiyats for cultivating them, and so they gave the lands without any 
measurement only specifying their boundaries and only an approximate 
area wali|ffiessed at to fix the rent; moreover the unit of measurement 
was no1f^6etly what it is to-day. But it has been urged by legislation 
that a custdm of measurement prevailed when the lands were let out and 
if any excess land is found over and above the land originally let out, the 
rent of the raiyat should be enhanced. Here, wealth and intelligence 
and education of the zamindars are pitted against the poverty, ignorance 
and illiteracy of the raiyats. In addition to the advantages of education, 
the zamindars came to the field with expert knowledge in the persons of 
their amins. The fallacy of the whole thing lay in this that while the 
lands were meted out to tenants in arbitrary measurements, the same 
lands were measured according to scientific methods of modern times and 
the inevitable excess area came to be taxed to the utter dismay of the 
raiyats. Would not this Council in the exercise of their judgment and 
reason rather render help to the weaker party than to the stronger? In 
the notes on the clauses to the Bill which afterwards became Act I (B.C.) 
of 1907, it is said “ the proposed modification of section 62 will allow the 
custom of settlement on measurement to be taken as a presumption that 
the area of a tenure or holding mentioned in the landlord’s papers has been 
ascertained by actual measurement and ihuit make it easier for the land¬ 
lords to prove the existence of excess area. ” Thus clauses 5 and 6 added 
to section 62 of the Bengal Tenancy Act successively in 1898 and then in 
1907 will show how custom and usage, when landlords were concerned, 
have given place to positive evidence of presumption. When the land- 
lordg could not prove the custom of measurement in a few cases before 
the l^ecidl j^idges under the Rent Law, {;he legislature came to their 
rescue, and enacted that the presumption should always be that the area 
of the tenure or holding has been entered in the patta^ kahuliyat or rent- 
roll after actual measurement. Would not the present legislature, based 
on i^opular franchise, come to the rescue of the raiyats when two and a 
half lacs-of transfers take place annually, to do away with the vagueness 
of custom or usage altogether, and enact that transfers are made by the 
raiyats in exercise of their legitimate rights which are acquiesced in by 
their landlords on payment of a reasonable nazar? The nebulous custom 
and usage, always the fruitful source of controversy in which the weaker 
party is always worsted to the detriment of justice, should no longer find 
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place iu the Bengal Tenancy Act when the right of transfer or bequest 
of occupancy rights and the right of cutting down trees planted by the 
raiyats or their ancestors are in question. It is for this reason that the 
proposed amendment of sub-section 6 in section 62 has been brought be¬ 
fore the hon’ble members of the Council and I sincerely hope that 1 shull 
be allowed to introduce the Bill. The Pfermanent Settlement is spoken 
of as the Magna Charta of the landed aristocracy of Bengal. We go fur¬ 
ther and say it is the Magna Charta of the tenantry too, and I have read 
to the Council the regulations and provisions made by Lord Cornwallis. 
To the representatives of the raiyats of Bengal as being the chosen few of 
the popular franchise—the gift of His Imperial Majesty to the population 
of the province—also to the representatives of the Europ^^ns and the 
Anglo-Indians, to the representatives of Commerce and Inchnstry, to the 
representatives of the landlords and the municipal populatton who all 
have to depend on the raiyats for their necessaries of life, the opport\inity 
that has presented itself to enact a law for the welfare of the raiyats of 
Bengal should not be thrown away, but should be utilised to the fullest 
extent. If you give to the raiyats the right of transfer and bequest, you 
complete the bundle of the rights which are conferred by the Transfer of 
Property Act to the whole of India, and the raiyats will rise superior and 
strong, self-reliant and conscious of their own pfiwers, will be “ manly 
and useful citizens " assisting their landlords and their gracious 
Sovereign in converting jungles and wastes into green fields. 

The PRESIDENT: You have already exceeded your time-limit. 
However, I give you five minutes more to finish. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: The reformed Council is going 
to give to the people higher ideals of political and social life; improved 
sanitation and education will give them the means of attaining happiness 
and prosperity. It is high time that the raiyats should be given the 
rights of transfer and bequest, the right to cut down trees and that they 

should be freed from harassment and unnecessary enhancement of rent. 

«, ‘ 

With these observations I be^ to place the Bill before the Council and 
I hope that a favourable treatment will be accorded to it. „ 

The Hon’hle the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN! As this is a private Bill, at this stage I only wish to say that 
Gtjvernment do not propose to oppose the introduction of the Rill, btit I 
reserve the right to speak at a later stage. 

Kiioiv 8HIB 8HEICHAREB'WAR RAY: I beg to oppose motion 
under section 52, sub-section 1 of the Council Manual. If you will 
kindly |)ermit me, I should like to give my reasoTis for doing so. [The 
member proceeded to discuss the Bill] ' 
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Th6 PRESIDENT: I do not think I can permit you tt> discuss the 
provisions of the Bill at this stage. The ^estiou of leave to introduce 
the Bill must, under the rules, be put to the vote at once. 

Rftjs RESHEE CASE LAW: 1 rise to oppoac the Bill. No case 
has been made out- 

The PRESIDENT: I must interrupt you. There can be no debate 
on the merits of the Bill on a motion like this. You can press for a 
division if you like, but no debate can be ixuinitted at this stage. 

Raja RESHEE CASE LAW: Then 1 simply say that I oppose the 
Bill, us no case has been made out. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: It gives me much pleasure to supimit 
the original motion. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: I beg to support 
the motion. 

On the motion being put, a division was taken with the following 
result:— 


AYES. 


Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Wasimuddin. 
Ahmed, Mauivi Raft uddin. 

Ahmed, Mauivi Yakuinuddin. 

All, Mr. Syed Erfan. 

Arhamuddin, Mauivi Khandakar. 

Barma, )lai Sahib Panahanan. 

Bhattaaharji, Babu Hem Chandra. 

Bom, Mr. S. M. 

Cathoart, Mr. M. 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi Shah Muhammad. 

Das, Baku Bhishmadev. 


Outt, Mr. AJoy Chunder. 

Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. 

Huq, Mauivi Ekramul. 

Hussain, Mauivi Mahammed Madassur. 
Karim, Mauivi Faalul. 

Khan, Mauivi Hamid«ud*din. 

Khan, Mauivi Md. Rallque Uddin. 
Muiliok, Babu Hirode Behary. 

Rauf, Mauivi Shah Abdur. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 
Saiam, Khan Bahadur Abdus. 


MOE8. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhone. 

Ahmed, Munshi Jafar. 

Aley, Shaikh Mahbeob. 

Ali, Munshi Amir. 

All, Munshi Ayub. 

Anm, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mehamed. 
Chamnkar, Babu Rasik Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Babu Kishori Mohan. 
Chaudhuri, BabST Tankanath. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Haftsar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendranath. 

Chaudhuri, Sir Ashutesh. 

Das Oupta, Babu Hibaran Chandra. 
Dutta,Vlabu Annada Oharaa. 

ParOftHl, Mr. K. 0. M- 
Ohatak, Ral Sahib Nilmani. 

Chads, Mr. O. 0. 

Chose, Ral BahMur Sogendra Chunder. 
Cordon, Mr. A. D. 

Khan, Babu Dovendra Lai. 

Khan, Mr. Raaaur Rahman. 


Larmour, Mr. F. A. 

Law, Raja Reshee CaM. 

Makramaii, Munshi. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. 
Mukharji, Babu Satish Chandra. 
Mukherjss, Babu Mitya Ohon. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. . 
Muiliok, Babu Surendra Math. 

Raikat, Mr. Prasanna Dob. 

Ray, Babu Bhabendra Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. 

Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Babu Bijoy Prasad Sinsh. 

Roy, Babu Nalini Nath. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunish 
Chandra. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Laiit Mahan Singh. 
Roy, Raja Maniloli Sinsh. 

Sarkar, Babu dosash Chandra, 

Sarkar, Babu Rishindra Nath. 

Sinha, Babu Surendra Narayan. 


ThQ Ayes being 22 and the Noes 42, tbe motion was lost. 

t. I 
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Resotutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest). 

Withdrawal of resolutions. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ being absent, tbe following iviiolu- 
tion was deemed to be withdrawn:— 

** 'riiis Council recommends to the Government that immediate steiw 
be taken to give effect to the resolution carried in the Bengal Legilsa- 
tive Council on the 7th April, 1915, for the establishment of a City Civil 
Court in Calcutta.” 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: 1 beg to withdiaw the resolution 
standing in my name. 

'Ihe following resolution was then withdrawn:— 

“ This Council recommjpnds to the Government that early steps be 
taken to give effect to the resolution passed at a meeting of this Council 
for the establishment of a City Civil Court for Calcutta for the trial of 
suits ujj to Rs. 10,000 in value.” 

Postponement of Resolutions. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I beg that my resolu¬ 
tion might be postimned. As the Hon’ble Sir Sureiulra Nath is not 
Jiere to-day, I may be allowed to move it to-morrow. 

The PRE8IDENT! If you do not move it to-day, it will go to the 
bottom of the List of Business. 

The following resolution (No. 3) was then, with the permission of 
the President, postponed and placed at the bottom of the last of Busi¬ 
ness :— 

” This Council recommends to the Government that immediate steps 
be taken to establish a Medical College at Bhov/auipur, Calcutta.” 

The following motion and resolutions were, with the permission of 
the President, postponed and placed at the bottom of the last of Busi¬ 
ness :— ^ 

” 4. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK to move by way of 
amendment to resolution No. 3 that after the word ‘ College ’ the 
words ‘ or schools ' be inserted. 

” 5. Mr. 8. R» DA8. This Council recommends to the Government 
that a committee, consisting of offieial and non-official members be 
appointed to consider and report as to whether the posis of Divisional 
(.'ommissioners may be abolished with due regard to efficiency: and, if 
their opinion be in the affirmative, to report as to the steps to be taken 
to give effect to such opinion. 
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** 6. Maulvi ABDUL KARIM: This Connoil recommends to the 
Government that the tenure of office of Government Plea<lers and Public 
I^roseoutors appointed in the mufassal be limited lo a period ot five years 
or such other period os the Government may think fit. 

“ 7. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA* This Council recommends 
to the Government that the age restriction of the Calcutta University 
for appearing at the Matriculation Examination be abolished. 

8. Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: This Council 
lecommends to the Government that the necessary steps Ih) taken to 
reduce the minimum age for a student appearing at the Matriculation 
Examination to 14 years." 

Pi^nskura railway station. 

Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA MUKHOPADHAYA: " This Council 
recommends to the Government tliat they may be pleased to request 
the Bengal'Nagpur Railway authorities to remove, early, the great 
inconvenience felt by passengers for want of .suitable waiting rooms, 
alike for ladies and for first and second class passengers, generally, on 
the Pauskura railway station.” 

Tamluk is a very big and important subdivision of the Midnapore 
district. It has four permanent Civil Courts, two Criminal Courts, and 
three honorary Magistrates’ benches which sit daily. There are many 
big local zamindars and landholders in Tamluk. A large number of 
zamindars w'ho are residents of Calcutta and other districts have also 
zaipindaries in the Tamluk subdivision. The town ot Midnapore is the 
headquarters of the district. The means of communication between 
Midnapore and Tamluk is the Bengal-Nagpur Railway vid Panskura 
station. The distance of the Panskura railway station from the town 
of Tamluk is a little over 16 miles, which is covered by a District Board 
metalled road. The means of communication between Calcutta and 
Tamluk is either by steamer which plies between Calcutta and Ghatal 
on the rivers Hooghly and Rupnarain; or by the Bengal-Nagpur Rail¬ 
way vid Panskura station or Kola Ghat station. 4ftcr the construc¬ 
tion of the .hig railway bridge across the river llupnarain near Kola 
Ghat the portion of the river Rupnarain below the Kola bridge has 
become so much interspersed with cluirs that the steamer service to 
Tamluk is daily becoming inconvenient and threatens to be impossible 
before long. The steamere cannot approach, far less reach, Tamluk, 
but the passengers have to tranship into boats on the river Rupnarain 
about three miles from the toiyn and during ebb-tide they have to wade 
through the soft unsettled chars for over two miles before reaching the 
town. Besides.* there are treacherous sand banks in that cTiar and the 
passengers have to run the risk of being embedded in them. No wonder 
persons generally prefer travelling by the Bengal-Nagpur Railway in 



170 


PANSKtTtlA RAILWAY STATION. 


[4th July 


coming' to Calcutta or Midnapore. Thei’e are two companies running 
motor—taxis or lorries between Tamiuk and the Panskura railway 
station for convenience of the public. Motors run eight times a day 
between Tamiuk and Panskura and the cars are generally overcrowded, 
even first class passengers cannot get seats unless they secure seats half 
an hour before the starting time. As there are several civil and criminal 
courts in Tamiuk, counsels and vakils from Calcutta and Midnapore 
occasionally come to Tamiuk for conducting cases. High Government 
officials such as the Divisional Commissioner, the District Magistrate, 
the Assistant Magistrate, the District Judge, the Superintendent of 
Police, the Civil Surgeon, etc., have occasionally to come to Tamiuk for 
inspection and on other public business. The SubdiA isioiial Magistrate 
and the chairman of the Tamiuk local board, have to go to Midnapore 
every month to attend district board meetings. Respectable gentle¬ 
men, such as zamindars, pleaders, mukhtears and merchants, have occa¬ 
sionally to go to Midnapore and Calcutta. Private-gentlemen, with 
their families have occasionally to go to Midnapore, Calcutta, and other 
places by railway vid Panskura station. But there are no waiting 
rooms at the Panskura station either for Indian ladies or for first and 
second class passengers. These gentlemen have to walk on the bare 
platform or to sit under the plants on the platform during the wait in 
summer as well os in the rainy season. The station building is rather 
a small structure, half of which is occupied by the booking office, etc., 
and the other half is taken up by a very large wooden chest of the 
railway company, the weighing machine, tlhe water-filter and the 
water buckets; and what of open space there remains is generaRy 
occupied by parcels and luggages. The small verandah without any 
seat on the up platform serves as a waiting room for third class pas¬ 
sengers and this, too, is quite insufficient to accommodate them. 
There is a small bench about six feet long put in front of the doors 
of the station master’s room, which can accommodate four i)ersons 
with difficulty and this bench is generally occupied by the station 
staff. The Bengal-Nagpua- Railway trains are most irregular, the 
down trains generally come late by from half to two or three hours. 
It is natural, therefore, that the first and second class passengers have 
to loiter on the bare platform. After the last Council election, the 
Subdivisional Magistrate had to remain at the Panskura station from 
morning till evening for collection and despatch of the ballot ])aper 
boxes. That gentlemen had to take with him a chair and two stools 
to the station and had to take his seat under a tree on the platform, 
and these stools served the twofold purpose of dining and office table 
and his chapraH had to stand by him and drive away crows frpm the 
tree so that they might not spoil his dress. Some inspecting officers 
when coming to Tamiuk missed the motior-car and had to wait for 
three or four hours at the I^inskura station for the next available 
motor-nar. These European gentlenaen Imd to spread Urair table doth 
two bundles of gunny bags lying on the platform to serve as a 
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dining table and to take their seats upon two luggages. It is easy 
to imagine the inconvenience felt by respectable ladies who have no 
other alternative than to wait under trees on the platform and tak^ 
shelter there from the sun and rain. The hardship, worry ami trouble 
felt by Indian ladies and first and second class passengers for want 
of suitable waiting rooms pass all jiowers of description. Representa¬ 
tions were made more than once to the railway authorities but to no 
effect. I have therefore thought it imperative to champion the cause 
of the sufferers and move the resolution in the earnest hope of its being 
carried without opposition. 

TIM Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURL 
Khan Bahadur: I accept this resolution in so far as it only asks the 
government to make a request to the Bengal-Nagpur Railway Company to 
provide waiting rooms for the convenience of passengers which will meet 
the wishes of the mover of the resolution. I’he authorities of the Bengal- 
Nagpur Railway have informed Government that, although the necessity 
for providing waiting ropin accomodation is receiving attention, the 
construction of permanent waiting rooms must necessarily be delayed 
owing to the remodelling of the station yard,, and to the present financial 
stringency. 

This remodelling is necessary as it is consequent on the early pro¬ 
vision of further traffic facilities at Pan.skura Station. 

Government are prepared to assist the travelling public to obtain 
such amenities as are possible, but the Rjiilway Department of the 
Public Works Department is not empowered to exerci.se control over 
the internal working of a railway system, of which the provision of 
waiting rooms or other station buildings is a concrete part. 

In such a case as the present, which affects a railway station on a 
trunk line of railway, the power of control is %'ested in the Railway Board 
and the authority of the Railway Department of the local Government 
is limited to bringing the needs of the travelling public to the notice 
of the Railway Company. 

The Railway Department may also request a Railway Company to 
obviate those needs by providing for them, but it cannot insist on its 
demands being complied with. 

In the present case I am prepared to ask the Railway Company to 
provide temporary waiting rooms until permanent buildings can be 
erected for the purpose, but I cannot compel the Railway Company to 
do what I ask. 

llhe resolution was then put and agreed to. 

Postponement of Resolution. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: I have been asked 
* l^ the Secretary to tbe Member in charge to postpone my resolution 
day or two. 
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TIm PRESIDENT! It is postponed and will go to the bottom of the 
List. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED; I'would like to 
iwstpone it for two days. 

The PRESIDENT! I can allow you to go on now or the motion must 
go to the bottom. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: If I have no other 
alternative I suppose it must go to the bottom. 

The following resolution was then postponed:— 

“ This Council recommends to the Government— 

(t) that the typists and copyists of the Civil, Criminal and Revenue 
Courts be organised into a regular establishment, with fixed 
salaries on a time-scale basis, and with the conditions and 
privileges attached to the Government seivices; and 
(ii) that the services of the existing typists and copyists be counted 
towards their pension.” 


Withdrawal of Resolution. 

Babu FANINDRALAL DE; 1 l)eg leave to withdraw the follow'ing 
resolution;— 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that a comprehen¬ 
sive scheme be prepared and works duly started to utilise, 
properly, the natural waterways, and to excavate new ones, 
suitable to the geographical and tc^ographical nature of the 
country.” 

The resolution was then withdrawn 

Calcutta University. 

Babu JATIHDRA NATH BA8U: ” This Council recommends to the 
Government that steps be taken to effect the following chatges in the 
Calcutta Ifniversity, namely:— 

(a) that at least 80 per cent, of the Fellows of the University 
should be elected; 

(h) that the registered graduates of the University should elect at 
least 60 per cent, of the Fellows; and 

(c) that the fee for enrolment on the list of registered graduates 
should be Rs. 2, abd the annual subscriptions of registered 
, graduates should be Bs. 2;” 

The University- of»Calcutta- was established in 1857. At the. com^ 
mencement, the controlling authority of the University was a^Sea^, 
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which consisted of the Fellows of the University. At that time all 
the Fellows were nominated by the Government; and this went on till 
about 1889 or 1890, when the Marquess of Lansdowne, as the (Chan¬ 
cellor of the University, introduced an element of election; he gave the 
Fellows the privilege of electing a small proportion of their own body. 
That continued for 13 or 14 years until the passing of Lord Curzon’s 
University Act. Under that Act, the institution which we all know 
as the Registered Graduates was established. The Registered Gradu¬ 
ates are graduates of the University of a certain standing, that is to 
say, they inust be Masters of Arts or holders of similar or higher 
degrrees. Doctors or Masters of Science, or they must be Rachelors of 
10 years’ standing. They are entitled to bo placed on the list of 
Registered Graduates upon certain payments. The payments are an 
initial fee of Rs. 30 and a recurring fee of Rs. 10 every year. The 
privileges that they have for these payments and for being placed on 
the list of Registei-ed Graduates are that they get certain publications 
of the University free of charge and they can elect a very small pro¬ 
portion of the Fellows—I believe the proportion that they can elect 
does not exceed 20 per cent. Having regard to the fact that the Univer¬ 
sity has now a very large number of graduates and that the public now 
take a very considerable amount of interest in University education, the 
tima has now come when the constitution of the University should be 
rendered more popular. 

In other deimrtments of public life, viz., those th.rt are under-the 
Minister in charge of Local Self-Government, we are having measures 
which are gradually popularising the local bodies. We have not heard 
yet as to what is being done about popularising the University. We 
all know of what the Calcutta University Commission has lecoinmeiided. 
In paragraph 24 of their Report, they say;—• 

Advisable as it may be to make use of nomination as a means of securing the 
right composition—at once representative and administratively homogeneous—in a 
small body charged with executive functions, we aie doubtful whether nomination is 
the best method to adopt in a predominant degree for the constitution of a large 
body, the main function of which should be to keep an executive in touch with public 
opinion. In such a case it is desirable that the members of the largo body should 
feel that in a real sense they are spokesmen of special bodies and though not to the 
prejudice of their independence of judgment, responsible for giving expres- 
si<m to the views which those bodies entertain. 

As I have said, a very large number of graduates belong to the 
several faculties—^Law, Engineering, Medicine and various departments 
of Science as well as of Arts. They take a very considerable amount of 
interest in the affairs of the University. They have by their own examina¬ 
tion and tuition fees contributed in a great moa.sure towards the up¬ 
keep of the University. There is no reason why they should not have 
a voice—-a controlling voice—^in the managpement of the University. 
They know what Hxey want, they know what the country wants and to 
make the University an exponent of the views oi the public in its 
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various requirements, it is necessary that the constitution of the Univer^ 
sity should be so popularised as to focus the opinion of the public in the 
various departments of the studies which the University imparts. My 
proposal is that a certain proportion, viz., 20 per cent, be set apart for 
tiomination. But as regards the remaining 80 per cent.y they should 
be elected. I propose that 60 per cent, be elected by the Registered 
Graduates, of whom there is a very large number, the remaining 20 per 
cent, being elected by the teachers and professors who are concerned 
with the education which the University imimrts. 

As regards the fees, what 1 desire to say is that the fee lhat is now 
charged for enrolment on the list of Registered Grmluates is too' high. 
There is a veiy large number of graduates who aie ordinarily clerks and 
teachers in schools in receipt of a very small salary and it would be a 
hardship to them to pay the large sum of Rs. 10. For professional men 
and men in the higher services, probably that would be a small sum, 
but to the large majority of graduates, it would not be a small sum! 
Ihe publications of the University that are distiibuted free among the 
Registered Graduates need not be distributed free and the University may 
aay that they will be supjilied at a little low’er cost or a little over the 
cost price. 

On these grounds I move the resolution that stands in my name. 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR moved by way of amendment: 

This Council recommends to the Government that steps be taken to 
effect the following changes in the Calcutta University, namely:— 

(a) that at least 80 per cent, of the Fellows of the University 

should be elected; 

(b) that all persons who have taken the degrees of Doctors and 

Masters in any faculty and those who have graduated in any 
faculty not less than 7 years before the date of election shall 
be entitled to elect 60 per cent, of the Fellows; and 

(c) that no fee, whatsoever, be charged from any graduate who is 
entitled to take i>art in such election. 

The result of this amendment is that the original motion is amended 
by items (fe) and (c). Item (h) is proposed, Ihjcuusc the electorate 
which elects one member only to this Legislative Council, a mom respon¬ 
sible body than that of the Calcutta University, are graduates of 7 years’ 
standing. But if the motion that is proposed be given effect to the 
result will be that a far lesser number of graduates—I mean the Regis¬ 
tered Graduates—^will elect 60 per cent, of the Fellows. From the 
result of the election of past years by i^gistered Graduates of Fellows 
of the Calcutta University, We find that about 600 Registered Gradu¬ 
ates usually take part in the election. So the result will be that 
five hundred graduates will elect 60 per cent, of the Fellows of the Cal¬ 
cutta University. My proposal, therefore, is that a larger electorate 
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than that which elects a member to this legislative body should be the 
electorate which should elect Fellows of the Calcutta University. The 
amendment which I propose will give us an electorate .a little larger 
than that for the election of members to this Council; because by this 
amendment I propose that all graduates of 7 years’ standing and IXa tors 
and Masters of any faculty as soon us they obtain the degree should take 
part in the election. So a larger electorate will elect 00 per pent, of 
the Fellows of the Calcutta _ University. 

Then as regards item (c) my submission is that the graduates should 
take part in the election more generally than they used to do in previous 
years; and in ord.er to induce the graduates to take ivait in the elec¬ 
tions there should be no fees at all. By this I do not intend that the 
income of the University should in any way be affected, because the 
Itegistered Oraduatee will be there; they pay a subscription of lls. 10 
and they get some benefit.—I believe they get the University Calendar 
and some other publications. They are entitled to iise the University 
library and enjoy also certain other privileges. So bj’ this amendment 
no harm will be done to the University; on the other hand it will popu¬ 
larise the University by inducing the graduate.s to take part in the 
elections. 

With these words I commend this amendment to the acceptance of 
the Council. 

Babu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTA: I beg to .support the amend¬ 
ment. As a matter of fact I do not think there is much difference 
between the original motion and the amendment so far as the principle 
of election is involved. It is now too late in the day to deny that in the 
management of the Calcutta University the elective principle should be 
more fully followed if we are to nationalise University education. From 
that point of view we would like to have cent, per cent, elected mem¬ 
bers on the University Senate. Now coming to the next point as to the 
realisation of ctntain fees for registration of graduates, I am sorry to 
differ from the xiroposer of the original motion. There was a time when 
the M.A.'s and B.A.’s of a certain period—I believe 1863 was the period— 
were allowed to elect a certain number of Fellows on the Senate. I 
rememlier to have voted for my friend Bai Mahondra Chandra Mitra 
Bahadur and I am glad to say that he has justified his election. At that 
time there was no such thing as the registration of graduates to entitle 
them to vote, nor was any fee realised from them. If it is really to be 
dealt with as a question of franchise and there is any value put upon 
the pxercise of this franchise I do not see why anything should be 
exacted from the graduates who take part in the election of the Fellows. 
One miglit say that the University purse will be poorer. Therefore, 
in some indirect way some money should somehow or other be realised. 
But the gentlemen who will take part in the election will be helping 
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in the management of the University and should ntther be paid for their 
labours instead of making them i>ay something for the exercise of their 
franchise. With these words I beg to support the amendment proposed 
by Mr. Sarkar. 

Ru JOGEHDRA CHUNOER GH08E Bahadur: This resolution and 
the amendment to it are certainly good. I would prefer the amendment 
to the resolution. I was the first elected I’ellow of the Calcutta Univer¬ 
sity by the Masters of Arts and Doctors. Since then the rule has been 
changed and graduates are entitled to elect Fellows; but only such 
graduates who pay Rs. 10 a year, with the result that not more than one 
thousand graduates are enrolled as Registered Graduates. Who are 
these men? These are gentlemen who are mostly ext^miners. The 
result we all know is that there is no fair election of the Fellows to the 
Calcutta University. Therefore it is time that the rule should be 
changed and graduates should be allowed to vote without any i)ayment. 
Is it not known to many members that at the time of the election the 
candidates for election sometimes pay Ks. 10 for many of the graduates 
for l)eing registered? That is the reason why I object to CA^en Rs. 2. 
Wliy should there be any payment at all? Graduates of 7 years’ stand¬ 
ing elect a member to the Legislative Council without any payment. 
Why should not they be allowed to elect Fellows without a payment of 
Rs. 2 or Rs. 10? It is a bad and vicious system altogether. 

While I support this amendment, I must say that there is a great 
obstacle to it. What is the use of passing this amendment or this 
resolution without any legislation. We thought and expected that as 
soon as the Government of India sent the University Bill to this Coun¬ 
cil it would be introduced. But it has not yet been introduced; and I 
do not know when it would be introduced or whether it would be intro¬ 
duced at aU. If that Bill is not introduced soon what is the good of 
passing this resolution, as it cannot be given effect to without an amend¬ 
ment of the present law. Therefore, all we can do is to express a hope 
that it should he so; so far we can go and no further. I shall tell you 
a further reason why it should be so. Thei-e is a cry and a persistent 
cry that education should be national in this country. Let the Senate 
of the Calcutta University be composed wholly of members .'elected by 
all the graduates of this country. It shall certainly then be a national 
University. Whosoever may deny its national character it will not 
matter much. Therefore it is right that the Government should take 
courage in both hands and legislate that the graduates of the Universitv 
should be entitled to elect the entire Senate. Then you may say— 
** Here you are, your University is wholly national in character.” 
And I shall certainly welcome the day when this shall be done atid if the 
Government brings in a Bill, I shall certainly put in that provision. 
As it is all we can do is to express our opinion that it should be 8<j and no 
more. In that view of the matter alone I support the amendment. 



1921.] 


CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY. 


177 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: With your permission I wish to 
intervene at this stage in the hope that if I state the Government view 
of the' matter, perhaps the debate will be shortened. My friends are 
all aware that the provision about the number of elected members c»n 
the Senate is a statutory provision. Under the Indian Universities A<'t, 
10 per cent, are, to be returned by the Registered Graduates, 10 per cetit. 
to bo i*etumed by the faculties, and 80 per cent, to be nominated by 
Government. Now that is a statutory provision and as llai Jogendra 
Chunder Ghose Bahadur has rightly pointed out, it can only be changed 
by another statute. Therefore, this question is a question of mere 
academic interest for the present. When the time for changing the 
present University Act comes, the recommendations of this Council will 
be of very great weight. But the Council will remember, in this con¬ 
nection, that it is not possible for Government at this stage to formu¬ 
late the lines of the University legislation. As members of Council 
know we are not financially vary well off and that we have made certain 
representations to the Government of India and the Secretary of State 
for improving our financial position. If the answer be favourable and 
if we have money at our disposal, speaking provisionally, I may say that 
1 desire to follow the lines of the recommendations of the Calcutta Uni¬ 
versity Commission’s Report. Members of Council are also aware that 
if the Government follow the lines of the Calcutta University Commis¬ 
sion’s Report then the largest body will be the court; there will be vari¬ 
ous other bodies, the Executive Council, etc. 

On the other hand if the Government of India do not listen to our 
representation it is not possible to legislate on the lines of the Calcutta 
University Commission’s Report. Then I may have to consult this 
Council about legislation on other lines. It may be i>ossible to change 
the present constitution of the Calcutta University, perhaps retaining 
the Senate or an Executive Council in place of the Syndicate, hut there 
again whenever there is any question of legislation I have got to come 
before this House and this House cannot say just now what their views 
will be on the Bill as a whole. For the present. Sir, I think the Hon’ble 
Members of the Council will be satisfied if I tell them that I have every 
possible sympathy with the object of this resolution and I shall place 
myself in the hands of this Council and shall try to give effect to their 
recommendatibns. But as the Council will have an opportunity to go 
into this matter when legislation is before them, I may just as well point 
out that perhaps it will not be desirable from the object that they have 
in view, to proceed on the lines recommended by the resolution or by 
the amendment. I am suto the Council will ag^ree with me that it will be 
necessary to provide seats in the Senate for a number of people who are 
connected with educational institutions. In the bald form in which the 
resolution and the amendment have l)een presented this cannot be pro¬ 
vided for. The Council will also agree with me that it would be neces¬ 
sary to provide for a number of Muhammadan gentlemen to be elected. 
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In the bald form of the resolution this cannot be done even if I accept 
the resolution or the amendment. It is also necessary that professors 
and teachers connected with Medicine, Engineering and Ijaw and various 
other institutions should be proi)erly represented. Therefore, when it 
comes to legislation I am willing to accept the democratic principle 
underlying the resolution and the amendment, but it will not be light 
to tie our hands as indeed our hands cannot be tied by a resolution of this 
nature because it is the Council which will decide the legislation. If it 
were an administrative matter, then the recommendations of the Council 
will have due weight with Government, but as it would be a matter for 
legislation I can only give the assurance that I am willing to accept the 
principle of the resolution and the amendment. I am willing to leave 
it to the vote of the non-official members of the Council and if the Coun¬ 
cil accept the position the discussion will, I hope, be short. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLMIK: I certainly agree with 
Babu Jatindra Nath Basu, the mover of the resolution, but there is also 
no doubt that, as the Hon’ble Minister for Education has pointed out, 
the discussion of such a resolution at the present moment has only an 
academic interest more or less. As regards the resolution I will say 
this that it does not go far enough. It only provides for election by the 
Registered Graduates. I do not know whether the mover has made 
a particular study of the ways in which the' system of having Registered 
Graduates works. I say that this system of Registered Graduates 
must be done away with. Anybody who has studied the question 
knows fully that favouritism, which is the result of this system, has 
grown to an enormous extent of late, and it has become absolutely repul¬ 
sive in character. This must be put an end to, and I may therefore be 
allowed to place my views in advance on this subject that this system 
of Registered Graduates is absolutely mischievous, "itt is mischievous 
again in this way. It practically consists only of professors and other 
people residing in and around Calcutta. It gives the surest chance to 
the Calcutta people, and no chance to the mufassal men at all. It pro¬ 
vides wonderful facilities for canvassing, which goes on to a shameful 
extent, and I say without any fear of contradiction that I know of 
instances where candidates for Fellowships have paid the fees of Regis¬ 
tered Graduates, which would seem incredible to you. But such is the 
ease, and this is what is being done. If this University of ours is to 
be reformed, and we all think that it ought to be reformed, then not 
only this system of Registered Graduates, but the whole of the beehive 
must be destroyed, and the right of election must be thrown open to 
the whole body of graduates, say of 7 years’ standing, as in the case of 
election to the Council. If graduates of 7 years’ standing can elect 
members of the Legislative Council it is idle to say that they cannot be 
voters for University elections. Therefore I say, that instead of saying 
80 per cent, as in the resolution, we should have said something more. 
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but as the resolution shows some appreciation of the mischievous charac¬ 
ter of the existing system, I certainly support it, and 1 say that the 
mischief must be put an end to. 

As regards the fee the Mover wants it to be reduced to Es. 2. We 
know that this is being paid at Es. 10, and it is not spent in the interest 
of Eegistered Graduates. It is spent on other things. Money is want¬ 
ing and any weapon is good for the University. I for myself have been 
a Eegistered Graduate for the last 15 years or so, and I have been get¬ 
ting all the University literature which I do not want and I do not know 
where to keep them. They are quite unnecessary. Nolwdy wants 
them. I therefore put my views in advance to show how the country 
feels as regards the system of Eegistered Gradtiates which has got to 
go. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: This resolution has caused some 
apprehension in the minds of the Muslim members of this Council, 
because it did not lay down any percentage as to the number of Fellows 
to be elected by the Eegistered Graduates or by others. I am myself a 
member of the Senate of the Calcutta University and I know that great 
importance is attached by the Muhammadan community to have their 
representatives on the various administrative academic bodies and am 
aware of the good that their representatives,can do. Sir, the principle 
of communal representation has been recognised everywhere. My very 
presence here is due to that fact and when this principle has been recog¬ 
nised in other places, it should, I think, be also recognised in every other 
branch especially in the important branch of education. The speech of 
the Hon’ble the Minister for Education just a few minutes before has, to a 
certain extent, removed the feeling of danger from our minds, and 
although he could not give any definite assurance at the present moment, 
the discussion being now of an academic character, he has said that he 
will consider the question of Muslim representation when the reformed 
Universities legislation comes into existence. I wish to point out that 
the Universities Commission has made definite recommendations as to the 
percentage of Muslim representation. The University of Dacca has 
allotted 50 per cent., df Muslims in its executive body, and I place my 
views in advance, that the Muslim interests should be adequately safe¬ 
guarded and represented in the reformed Calcutta University Senate, 
when it comes into existence. So far the Eegistered Graduates are 
concerned they have not shown justice and fairness to our best gradu¬ 
ates in the past, and I do not think their future action can be depended 
on with equanimity. I am glad the resolution has legal or statutory 
defects and therefore cannot be acted upon by Government even if it is 
passed through the Council. 

BalNl INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: The Hon’ble Minister for Edu- 
cation has been pleased to say that this resolution is more or less of an 
academic importance. It seems to me, Sir, that most of the resolutions 
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that we i-asii in tin's Council are of academic importance only because 
We have no light to si«y thu* the recommendations must he given effect 
to. All the same, there is no reason why we should not give expression 
to the sentiments that we feel uppermost in our minds. Sir, these are 
the days of democracy, and in the fitness of things, this spirit of demo- 
craCy should enter into the precincts of the Calcutta University. Lately 
we have heard a lot of criticism about the management of the Calcutta 
Uiuveisily and those who have carefully studied the proceedings of the 
Senate have sometimes wondered whether the discussions there, are the 
disciis.sions of the representatives of the best brains of this ooiiniry. 
The Calcutta University, lik« Csesar’s wife, should try to be above criti¬ 
cism, liccause it represents the best brains of the country; and how can 
we best effect tly^? By sending our best men there. Lately, Sir. a 
most curious spectacle has been seen of a large number of graduates 
having the right to elect a member of the Council, who have no riglit 
to elect a FelloV of the Calcutta University. Is this not strai^ge? 
They can send a representative to this Council, but they cannot send 
a representative to the Senate. This sort of thing has got to come 
to an end. As my friend, Bai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur, says 
that these are the days of national ideas in University training. Only 
a few months ago, there was a great danger of the Calcutta University 
being boycotted by most of the students. We must see that this sort of 
thing does not occur again. We must, therefore, see that the real 
representative of the students got into the senate and have a hand in the 
management of its affairs. I do not think there is anything more to be 
said in this matter. The establishment of the Dacca University has 
produced a keen competitor to the Calcutta University and we, who 
belong to the latter University, miist see that it carries its laurels nobly 
and that its affairs remain above criticism. 

With these words. Sir, I support the amendment. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I think the amendment 
should be accepted and that Babu Jatindra Nath Basu would be pleased 
to withdraw the main resolution. I thank him.^hoAvever, for giving us 
an opportunity to express our views on this !fn)>brtant matter. It is 
not right that the affairs of the University should be managed by a 
nominated few. The principle of election shotdd be introduced. It 
may be necessary to consider the communal representation. In that view 
the proposal that 80 per cent, of the Fellows should be olected is sound. 
I think both the mover and the mover of the' amendment will agree 
with that. If the* Government accei)t the principle of the resolution I 
do not understand why it should not be given effect to immediately. 
The (piestion of legislation of the Calcutta University is a complicated 
one, and.it should take time. As this*is a matter in which the public 
are much interested I simply press for immediate action being taken for 
the election of Fellows for the present. The realization of registration 
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fee should not be thought necessary, and the Registered Graduates only 
should not be allowed to take part in the election. If we are to accept 
the principle of election for fellowship it should be given effect to as 
provided in the Council election. 

With these few wordvS I support the amendment. If nece.'isary, a 
Bill may be introduced for this purpose only. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: In so far as the resolulion is a protest 
against the dominance of a particular individual t)ver the affairs of the 
Univer.sity, and in so far as it aims at introducing the*systeni of election 
and making the University a representative body I have my fullest aym- 
]Kithy with the resolution. But I have my misgivings also and I spoke 
of it to my hon’ble friend, the mover, who says that by this resolution 
he does not mean that the Mtdianimadans, Christians and others, who 
ought to be represented in the body as Fellows of the University will 
not have their adequate and proper numbers, for at the time when the 
University Act will come before the Hou.se their numbers will he settled 
and secured. When this assurance is given, I do not think. I should 
object to the carrying out of thi.s resolution. 

It has been said by an hon’ble member that, according to the pre¬ 
vailing system, Muhammadans have got th^ir fullest repiesentation; 
hut to my mind and also to the minds of tho.se Muhammadans who live 
in the nmfassal that does not seem to be a fact. Tho.se persons mdy 
who ha])pen to live in Calcutta and have the opportunity of meeting a 
particular individual, have the good fortune ol being taken in as 
Fellows. But those who do not care to do that, they have not found a 
place in the body of the University. As election of the members of 
the University will do away with favouritism and will not be to 
the detriment of the Muhammadans and other communities 1 do not 
think that we Muhammadans should oppose it. It is true that, from 
w’-hat has fallen from the Hon’ble Minister, we do not seem to i)osscs.^ 
the power to give effect to the resolution, but this may go as a sort of 
recommendation and we* may wait for the result. 

Babu NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK: It may he know'n to mem¬ 
bers of this Council that recently a resolution was accepted in the 
Council of State to the effect that the Indian Universities should be 
baseil on a democratic basis, that is to say, all interests connected with 
education should have their full representation on the Universities. 
This resolution and the amendment thereto certainly do not attempt to 
fulfil this desired improvement. Moreover, if the resolution or its 
amendment be accepted, the Mulwmroadana who form 52 per cent, of 
the total population*, and the ba^ward classes who fornj no less than 
ten millions of the people of Bengal wilt have no place at all in the 
Calcutta University. This is certainly absurd. 
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In the second place, I would like to point out that the resolutron 
or its amendment is premature. has been stated by the Hon’ble 
Minister for Education that the whole University scheme will come before 
the House within a very short time. It will then be ixjssible for 
members of this Council to consider the whole scheme together. 

In the third place, Mr. Indu Bhushan Dutta has spoken of the .senti¬ 
ments, which he would like to give expres.sion to. 1 would like on the 
other hand to enciuire whose sentiments they were. Certainly they 
were not the sentiftienis of a large number of the classe.s of the pro¬ 
vince. And in regard to this I would like to meet Mr. Dutta by remind¬ 
ing him of his own words, namely, that a person w'ho can vote at the 
Council election cannot vote at the Calcutta University. This is cer¬ 
tainly not what it should be. But this the original resolution or its 
amendment does not propose to remedy. On the other hand, if this 
sentiment is given effect to, the would-be electorate of the Calcutia 
University would be comidetely different from what is proposed in the 
resolution or its amendment. 

With the.se words I opix>se both the resolution and the amendment. 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI: T rise to oppose both the resolution as well 
as the amendment, not because I am opposed to a system of election 
as against the system of nomination, not because I am in favour of the 
so-called favouritism alluded to by my hon’ble friend, Mr. Mullick, but 
becuiuse I have my misgivings regarding the interest of my community. 
Sir, the resolution as well as the amendment are both silent as to how 
the interest of my community would be adequately safeguarded. If a 
system of election is to be introduced in preference to the present sys¬ 
tem of nomination the interests of all communities ought to be .safeguard¬ 
ed by (lovernment. If a sjstem of election is to be introduced, I w’ould 
certainly accept that principle provided, by that system of election, the 
interest of my commuriity is “adequately safeguarded” and not simply 
represented. Therefore, Sir, both in principle as well in view of the 
fact that the resolution as well as the amendipent are silent on ibis 
point, I strongly oppose both the resolution as well as the amendment. 

Babu NIBARAN CHAHDRA DAB GUPTA: At this fag-end of the 
day, it was not my intention to take part in this debate, after what has 
fallen from the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education, accepting the 
principle, underlying the original resolution as well as the amendment. 
But as an Act to amend the existing University Act is going to be short¬ 
ly iniroducod, there w ill be time enough to go into all these details. 
My Muhamadan friends have ventured, I am afraid, to tread on danger¬ 
ous grounds, namely, the communal, the racial, and other questions. 
Sir, the University is not an executive democratic body but it is the 
temple of learning. Therefore, the principle of selection as well as the 
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principle of election must tc combined bere, otherwise, in many cai>es, 
worthy men who ought to be in the University, such as scientists, philo¬ 
sophers, literary men and others who fight shy of going to the hustings, 
will not care to go there and I beg to submit that any University worthy 
of its name must have the best intellectuals of the land in it. .Sir, if 
you look to the constitution of the Universities of Europe, you will 7iot 
find this democratic principle everywhere. What is the constitution ot 
the Oxford University? Of course, that is too large a question. St) 1 
do not think it is the proper time to go into it. 'Phe time is not far off 
when the new University Act will be before \is, and so 1 think both the 
movers of the motion and the amendment should not press for them in 
view of the assurance given by the Iloii’ble Minister in charge of Edu¬ 
cation. Sir, there is no doubt that there is something rotten in the 
State of Denmark. The Calcutta University has of late been subjected 
to much criticism. It is said that it is very autocratic in its ways. 
Sir, I think these discussions are taking a somewhat academic turn, 
and the proper time for considering these things will be, when the 
Hon'ble the Minister will introduce a Bill to amend the present Cal¬ 
cutta University Act on the lines suggested by the Commission, which 
are embodied in several volumes of voluminous literature. 

Professor 8- C. MUKHERJI: Sir, I i)eg to oppose both the 
motion and the amendment, but not on the ground that f am opposed 
to the i>rinciple of election. I am entirely in favour of the <!lective 
juinciple. T m.iy say frankly I have not the least objection it cent, per 
cent, is elected and not a single member be nominated. Bui T oppose 
this because T find one set of speakers is very anxious that communal 
interests .should he sufficiently safeguarded. I am certainly in favour 
of communal representation, btit I feel diffident to lay extra cmphasi.s 
on it in the case of such a body as the University. 1 am not very 
anxiou.^ to see there so many Hindus, so many Muhammadans, so many 
Europeans, so many Indian Christians and .so many of other comnuini- 
ties elected on the communal hasi.s. I should like to see there the vj*ry 
best men, the most highly educated men, men who by their culture are 
best fitted to guide the destinies of the University. Secondly, I opdmHe 
this motion because there is no indication of any procedure. There is 
no indication whatever as to who are going to be iepre.sented f)n this 
University. Are the teachers, the professors, the medical men, the 
Engineers and the lawyers going to be represented on thi.s body in due 
proportion ? There is nothing indicated in the resnhition here. I oppo.se 
this motion also on the ground that it seems to be a piecemeal reforma¬ 
tion of jLhe University. There are dra.stic reforms protwsed by the Univer¬ 
sity Commission's Eeport and T understand from the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of Education, that a legislation will sooner or later come 
before this House indicating the linCvS along which reforms are needed 
in the Hniverjity, and I am sure this will c^rtfipnly find its legitimate 
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place when the drastic reforms suggested by the University Commis¬ 
sion are taken in hand. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U; I am thankful to the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of Education for expressing his sympathy with the 
principle which underlies the resolution moved by me. The Hon’ble 
Minister has stated that the discussion is more or less academic, because 
certain proportions of elected and nominated members have been fixed 
by statute. He mentioned the proportions 10 per cent, by Registered 
Graduates, 10 per cent, by the Faculties and 80 per cent, by Govern¬ 
ment. But I submit. Sir, that this 80 per cent, which Government can 
api>oint, may be appointed by Government on the recommendations of 
the electors. The Hon’ble Minister knows that when Lord Lansdowue 
introduced the element of election, the statute did not provide for elec¬ 
tion, but for 14 or 15 years Fellows were elected. The Chancellor 
appointed the Fellows on the recommendation of certjun electors. That 
cun be done. There is no reason why this 80 per cent, which the Gov¬ 
ernment have power to appoint should not be elected by the graduates. 
As regards the apprehension of the Hon’ble Minister that certain special 
departments, for instance, the profession of teaching, certain communi¬ 
ties like the iiniwrtant community of Muhainmada.ns, are not likely to 
be adequately represented if this resobition is passed, I beg to submit 
that if the Hon’ble Minister will kindly look into the resolution, he 
will find that there is nothing in it which pre\ents Government from 
regulating the projX)rtion in which the election should take place. As 
the mover of the resolution, I can say this that he will have every 
sympathy if the regulations are so framed that the interests of the 
Muhammadans, of the Christians both European and Indian, of the 
depressed classes and of other important classes are fully and ade¬ 
quately represented. On this ground I do not think that Dr. Ruhra- 
wardy need have the apprehension which he entertains in the event of 
this resolution being passed. 

It has been stated that the resolution is of academic interest because 
there is likely to be legislation very soon. We know, Sir, from past 
exi>erience that when need for a legislation is urgently felt, it is some 
time before the legislation comes. The Hon’ble Minister has himself 
stated that there are great financial difficulties in the way of carrying 
out the recommendations of the Calcuttg. University Commission, Those 
financial difficulties may prevent the early introduction of the legisla¬ 
tion which is contemplated in consequence of the recommendations of 
the Commission. We all know, Sir, that about the year 1888 or 1889 
the Government and the public felt the need for reform, but it took 
nearly 15 years before the ideas of reform crystalised. 

With reference to the amendment that has been proposed by my 
friend, my resolution contains three clauses (o), (b) and (e). Clause (a) 
is the same as proposed by him. Clause (b) is different. I am willing to 
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accept clause (6) as amended by llabu llishindra Nath Sarkar. As 
regards clause (c), I do not accept what he proiwises that no fee should 
Ve charged. As a matter of fact, and all graduates of the Calcutta 
University know it, postage fees for sending the election pui>ers and 
other notices to eacli elector hardly fall short of a rupee per head. 
Therefore, in order to meet the charges which the University have to 
incur if a large number of graduates are placed on the list, I am willing 
that instead of Us. 2, Re. 1 should be mentioned in clause (c) proposed 
by me and the enrolment fee should be Re. 1. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. Ci MITTER: The member cannot amend his 
motion at this stage. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: I think 1 am entitled to accept 
the amendment with certain modifications. 

The PRESIDENT: 1 do not think you can make any such modifica¬ 
tion, but if you accept the amendment-, it is all right. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU* In that case I accept the amend¬ 
ment. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned to 3 p.m. on Tue.sday, the 5th 
instant, at the Town Hall. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legistative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Town Hall, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 5th 
July, 1921, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

'rhe Hon’ble the President, the Hon’ble the four Members of the 
Executive Council, two Hon’ble Ministers (the Hqn’ble Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea was absent owing to illness) and 97 nominated and elected 
members. 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda): 

Order! Order! I wish to inform you that with regard to the demands 
for supplementary grants which will be presented on the 15th and the 
ISth instant, I have fixed the 11th as the last day on which motions for 
reduction or refusal will be received. This gives less than 10 days to 
the Departments but they have agreed to this. 

The debate on the resolution of Babu Jatindra Nath Basu was 
resumed. 


Calcutta University. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): The matter has been fully debated yesterday 
and I do not propose to take up the time ’of this Council at any length. 
Babu Jatindra Nath Basu has told the House that in my view the question 
was an academic one. Babu Jatindra Nath Basu has done me some injus¬ 
tice. I think I made it abundantly clear in my opening speech that in my 
view the question was academic only for the present and I made it quite 
clear that when the time for legislation came, the views of this House 
would receive the utmost consideration at the hands of the Government. 
Therefore, as the matter has been fully debated and as I have said that 
even if the recommendations of this House were accepted by Govern¬ 
ment, I cannot give effect to the recommendations so long as we did not 
legislate. At the time of legislation the members of the House will have 
ample opportunity of discussing this question in all its details and in all 
its bearings. Therefore, I propose to treat this resolution from this 
point of view, namely, that, in framing the Bill, I am prepared to accept 
the democratic principle underlying it. I am prepared to state that the 
Government will take early steps to modify the constitution of the 
Calcutta University in such a way as to make it thoroughly representative 
of public opinion in Bengal, and of various interests which the University 
has to serve, and for this purpose I am prepared to introduce the elective 
principle in the constitution of the Calcutta University on a broad and 
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liberal basis. I am also prepared to give an effective proportion of tbe 
representation being given to graduates but, in framing the Bill, 1 must 
safeguard the various teaching interests and the different courses of 
study, for example, medical, engineering and so on. 

With these words, I leave this resolution to the vote of the non-official 
members of the Council. 

The following amended resolution was then put and carried: — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that steps be taken to 
effect the following changes in the Calcutta University, namely: — 

(а) that at least 80 i)or cent, of the Fellows of the University should 

be elected; 

(б) • that all persons who have taken the degrees of Doctors and 

Masters in any faculty and those who have graduated in any 
faculty not less than seven years before the date of election 
shall be entitled to elect 80 per cent, of the Fellows; and 
(c) that no fee, whatsoever, be charged from any graduate who is 
entitled to take part in such election. 


Commercial Schools. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: “ This Council recommends to the 
Government that at least one commercial school, with a museum attached 
to it, be established and maintained in every division of Bengal. " 

I will first of all explain to you the importance of a commercial school; 
secondly, as to whether this institution should be established in the 
mufassal or not; and, thirdly, whether a commercial museum should be 
attached to this school. 

With regard to the first point, I beg to draw attention to the fact that 
there is a great discontent- amongst the youths of Bengal; what is the 
reason? I think that they are sick of the present system of education. 
They want national education and having consulted some of them I find 
that they really want technical education. It is well-known that the Bar 
is overcrowded: they want such education by which they can earn their 
livelihood. We find that the commerce of Bengal, or rather of India, 
is now in the hands of the Europeans. We also find that the inland trade 
of India is in the hands of the Marwaris; and what is the condition of the 
people of Bengal ? Properly speaking, they consist mostly of lawyers and 
clerks. I know of several capitalists who do not venture to invest their 
money in business; and what is the reason? Nothing but want of 
commercial education. That is the reason why I suggest that commer* 
cial schools and colleges should.be established'in every part of India. 
We find that in the United States of America there is not a ringle town 
which is not provided with a commercial school. We also find that in 
Japan ev.ery town is provided with a commercial school, and in Tokio, the 
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capital of Japan, there is a commercial University and there is a college 
in which no less than 2,000 students study commerce. We find in Eng¬ 
land there is a number of commercial universities, a number of colleges 
of commerce and schools of commerce. We find that even in Germany 
there is a number of day schools and a number of evening schools of 
commerce. We find from the statistics that there are no less than 100 
day schools of commerce and no less than 250 evening schools of com¬ 
merce. We find that in Berlin, there is a commercial college in which 
there are no less than 3,000 students who study that subject. It is a 
subject which has been strongly recommended by several public bodies. 
It appears from the proceedings of the meetings of the Indian National 
Congress from year to year that they have repeatedly suggested to the 
Government to establish commercial colleges and schools. We find also 
from the proceedings of the Indian Industrial Conference a similar 
suggestion has been made. It appears also from the report of the Indian 
Industrial Commission that they have strongly lecoinmended the esta¬ 
blishment of commercial colleges as well as schools in every part of India. 
I draw your special attention to the very learned note of the Hon’ble Ban¬ 
dit Madan Mohan Malavya, a member of the Commission. It appears 
from that report itself that those nations of the West who arc foremost in 
the commerce of the world have devoted the greatest attention to commer¬ 
cial education. Germany was the first to recognise the necessity and use¬ 
fulness of such kind of education. America followed suit and so did 
Japan. During the last twenty years England has fully made up its defi¬ 
ciency in the institutions for commercial education. So it appears that 
all public bodiesi the Indian National Congress, the Indian Industrial 
Commission and Conference have unanimously repeatedly suggested to 
the Government to establish commercial colleges and commercial schools 
in every part of India. But what do we find so far as India is concerned ? 
properly speaking nothing of the kind. There is only one college of 
commerce worth the name, I mean the Sydenham College of Commerce 
in Bombay. I do not know whether it is maintained by Government. 
I am informed that it is maintained by some of the leading merchants of 
Bombay. So far as Calcutta is concerned, I find there is only one Govern¬ 
ment Commercial Institute, an institute established by the Government of 
India, but that is the only institute worth the name in Bengal, and only 
180 students are allowed to be admitted into that institute every year, 
quite inadequate for the purpose for which it has been established. In 
the mufassal I find there is only one such institute. That is the college 
of commerce in Berhampore which has been established and maintained 
by the Hon’ble Maharaja of Cossimbazar to whom we are grateful. I 
admit that there is a number of commercial schools in Calcutta and two 
or three in the mufassal, one in Dacca and one or two in the other towns 
of Bengal, but they teach typewriting, shorthand and book-keeping. 
What is their object? Not to impart commercial education or scientific 
education in commerce in the literal sense of the word. They are nothing 
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but machines for the manufacture of clerks. What I want is to have 
such institutions so that we may create a number of traders and mer¬ 
chants if possible. It will appear from the report of the Calcutta Univer¬ 
sity Commission that the export and import trade of India totals more 
than Rs. 3,00,000,000 every year. You can therefore imagine what an 
amount of employment can be found for our young men in the various 
branches of commerce, if satisfactory arrangements can be made for their 
business education and training, so that, as I have already said, as our 
Bar is overcrowded there is no fair field for our young men of Bengal, and 
commercial education is the only course left to them. 

I have suggested that at least one commercial school may be esta¬ 
blished in every division of Bengal. I know the state of the finance of 
the Government of Bengal; that is the reason why I am so moderate. I 
could have asked you to establish a commercial school in every town or 
every centre of trade of Bengal, but as I am a Moderate I am also 
moderate in my demand. I suggest that we should make a beginning. 
We should start with at least one commercial school in every principal 
centre of trade of every division of Bengal. We can start at once. We 
can meet the expenditure from the closing balance of the Revenue Uuiid 
of this year and, next year, we can increase the number of such institu¬ 
tions. I have suggested that every commercial school should be provided 
with a museum. Otherwise it will be a play of Hamlet without Hamlet. 
In order to provide practical commercial education, we must have a 
commercial museum attached to the school. As the Medical College or 
school is provided with a hospital, so a commercial school should be pro¬ 
vided with a commercial museum. 

With these remarks, I beg to move the resolution that stands in my 
name. 


MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri 
Khan Bahadur): I shall not take up much of the Council’s time in dealing 
with this resolution, but I wish to make it clear that I am fully alive to the 
present demand for vocational education. I recognize the reasonableness 
of the demand and I am doing all that lies in my power to meet it -A 
scheme for the extension of elementary and secondary agricultural edu¬ 
cation has been prepared and is now under my consideration. The Director 
of Industries is drawing up a scheme for the extension of technical and 
industrial education. As regards commercial schools, I agree with the 
Indian Industrial Commission in the view that the practice of up-to-date 
methods of business and account-keeping is certain to spread in the mufas- 
sal and that the demand for men with a training such as commercial 
schools will afford is bound to increase. I am therefore prepared to 
accept this resolution and to instruct the Director of Industries to pre¬ 
pare a scheme for the establishment in every Division of a commercial 
school with a commercial museum attached. I must however remind 
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the Couneil tliat ihe rate of progress in establishing these schools must 
depend on Ihe financial position and on the amount of assistance which 
local bodies are ready to afford. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDYs I have heard the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge. I am grateful tb him for accepting my resolution. 

The resolution was then put to the vote and carried. 

Dredging of the river Lohajang. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: ‘‘ This Council 
recommends to the Government that steps be taken to thoroughly dredge 
the silted-up portions of the mouth of the river Lohajang, in the sub¬ 
division of Tangail with a view to make the river a perennial source of 
drinking water and river-borne trade by country boats as it used to be 
throughout the year in the past.” 

I am free to confess that the resolution embodies a question of purely 
local interest and I am conscious of the fact that even to-day there is a 
tendency on our part to belittle local problems, which naturally and pri¬ 
marily touch a limited area. In my opinion, however, it should not be so; 
for the right solution of local problems, however insignificant they may 
appear to be, can alone make up the whole for which the Eeformed Coun¬ 
cil has been called into existence. I therefore, hope that my resolution 
will receive the sympathetic attention of this House, inasmuch as it is 
calculated to contribute, if given effect to, towards the prosperity of a 
large section of our countrymen. 

Sir, I may be permitted to remind this House of the question, which 
I put to the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation, 
at the last session of the Council. 

The hon’ble member may remember I got a very meagre and stereo¬ 
typed reply from the Hon’ble Member in charge of Irrigation. I think 
that he was not right in saying that there was no information before the 
Irrigation Department with regard to the miserable condition of the river 
in question. I find that since the year 1887 this question has.been before 
the public and the Government. If I remember aright it was in the year 
1887 that the local board of Tangail, by means of a resolution, granted 
a certain amount to improve the mouth of the river Lohajang. The ques¬ 
tion was again taken up in 1892 by Sir Charles Elliot when he visited Tan¬ 
gail. In 1907 or 1908—^I do not exactly remember when—it again came 
up for solution before Sir Lancelot Hare when he visited Tangail. I was 
present thei'e on that occasion. Sir Lancelot himself, ! regret to say 
had a sorry experience. He left his, steamer on the main river and pro¬ 
ceeded to Tangail by a small steam launch. As fate would have it, the 
steam launch got stuck at the mouth of the river Lohajang almost imme¬ 
diately after the start was made. His Honour was compelled to perform 
the rest of the journey by a, small country boat and he got back to his 
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steamer from Tangail in one of my green boats. In 1918, I think, Lord 
Carmicheal met with a similar fate, when he visited Tangail. The ques¬ 
tion was then reopened and dealt with at length. In 1919 the river wa.s 
surveyed by the Public Works Department and an exhaustive report was 
submitted to the Government for its consideration. Under the circuni- 
stances. Sir, I think I am right in saying that before giving an answer 
light-heartedly, the Ilon’ble Member in charge ought to have looked into 
old records, made inquiries and called for reports from local bodies and 
officials on the spot. At any rate, 1 shall be guilty of not telling the truth 
if I do not say that the answer 8Ui*prised me and not only surprised but 
also disappointed my constituency. Sir, this Council must have learnt 
with deep regret about the prevalence of malaria and kala-azar in the ill- 
fated subdivision of Tangail, which has also become notorious for perio¬ 
dical epidemics of typhoid and cholera. There can be no doubt that the 
want of a perennial source of drinking water and running stream through 
which dormant tanks, stagnant pools and canals of the locality can get 
flushed in the natural course all round the year, is primarily responsible 
for its present state of unhealthiness. 

Sir, as regards river-borne trade in that part of the country, 1 think 
this Council will be able to realise the great difficulties which confront 
the people when I tell them that in that part,of the country, country-boats 
are the only means of transport and, in fact, almost all the big hats and 
bazaars are on the bank of the river Lohajang, where the people of the 
subdivision have to take their marketable commodities for sale. It i.s, 
therefore, no wonder that the trade there has materially suffered since 
navigation has become impossible in that river. 

I think that it is the duty of Government to see that malaria and kala- 
azar are not allowed to work havoc in that part of the country and that 
the local trade there is not dislocated to the great loss of the people. 1 
am not aware if any dredger is available at present for the purpose I have 
in view; but, this House will remember that during the last session of the 
Council, the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation 
gave us to understand that the Government had orderetl for some dredgers 
and that we have to pay for them this year. In my speech on that occa¬ 
sion, I pressed for more information and for the exact terras of the contract 
into which Government was represented to have entered for the dredgers; 
but unfortunately there was not a single word for me in the Ilon’ble 
Member’s reply I I, however, presume that the dredgers will be available 
this year. If my supposition is right, then the task that lies before 
Government will not be a very difficult one. At any rate I appeal to the 
Hon’ble Member in charge to take up this question and try to find a solu- 
tioif for the great difficulty which stares us in the face. 

With that end in view, I beg to move the resolution. 

Mauivi KHANDAKAR ARHAMUDDIN : The subdivision of Tangail 
is the biggest subdivision in the Presidency in area and in population. 
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But it is inaccessible from the outside world for want of easy means of 
commnuication. 

It has become notorious for some time past for malaria, kala-axar and 
other fell diseases. It has been made a two-years station instead of 
three-years in view of its bad climate for judicial officers. Recently the 
population, as shown by the last census, of the municipal area itself is 
decreasing. From 16,000, it has come down to 14,000 in course of ten 
years. If this high rate of mortality continues the area will be depopu¬ 
lated in course of 70 years. Expert opinion shows that all these are due 
to ^ant of proper drainage and good drinking water. Only a few years 
ago, when the river Ijohajang was a flowing river in all seasons of the 
year, Tangail was a .sanitarium. So experience .shows that the drying up 
of the river is one of the main cau.se.s of the bad health of this subdivision. 
It will certainly improve trade and local industry and supply pure' drink¬ 
ing water, as my hon’ble colleague, the mover, has said, if the mouth of 
this river be dredged with a view to make it a continuously flowing river 
throughout the year. It will certainly be a great boon to the people of 
the biggest but neglected subdivision of the Presidency. With these few 
words, I beg to support this resolution. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUOHURI: My friend Raja Manmatha 
Nath Ray Choudhury has very ably moved this resolution. 

We often find—I hope I shall not be taken amiss by the Calcutta 
member.s—that all works of impiovement are done generally near Cal¬ 
cutta and the mufassal is neglected, and, coming from the mufassal, I 
naturally wish that some sort of improvement should be made in the 
mufassal also. 

With these remarks, I beg to support the resolution, and I wish, 
rather, I beg the Council, to support this resolution whole-heartedly. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan) : It is a notorious fact 
that in the province of Bengal the number of schemes for drainage and 
for improving the drinking water are numerous, and what Raja Man- 
mantha Nath Ray Choudhury has said with intimate knowledge about the 
portion of the Mymensingh district from which he comes is, I am quite 
sure, true. It is quite possible, as the Maiilvi Sahib has said, that there 
has been a general deterioration in the health of the inhabitants of the loca¬ 
lity. Nor have I anything to say against the principle that the Raja 
Sahib enunciated that ‘ ‘many a mickle makes a mukle’'. A small scheme 
should not be lost sight of; but when we come to the actual facts we And 
that before we can get to the stage of dredging wediave got to make an 
inquiry and investigation. The scheme which the Raja Sahib has in 
view has never been examined in detail and, before any proposals for 
dredging can be accepted, we must secure expert opinion as to what the 
result of such dredging is likely to be, whether the benefits accruing 
would be commensurate with the expenditure that we might have to 
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incur, and whether there are any dangers of damages to property as a 
result of throwing more water into the river by such dredging operations. 
No level of the country has yet been taken, neither are the records of 
the level of the main.river which the Lohajang river connects in the differ¬ 
ent seasons of the year available. The consideration of a projeci like 
this can only be made after these data have been collected. It is a well- 
known fact that over a very large area of the deltaic tract of Bengal, 
constant changes in the river courses are bringing about new conditions 
which require investigation, and that the proposal for the ijuiuovement of 
the Lohajang river is only one of the very large number of schi'mes which 
require investigation hut which unfortunately, cannot be carried out 
owing to the paucity of staff in the department, not to s])eak of the pre¬ 
sent financial position. This (luestion has had tlie serious attention of 
the department lately and, as a result, a scheme for opening up new 
engineering divisional and circle charges has been made out and it has 
received the sanction of the Secretary of State. It will, however, be 
some time before we can give effect to it, and this investigation will 
unfortunately have to wait. In fact all the three divisions of the Dacca, 
Rajshahi and Presidency require investigations. As, however, investi¬ 
gations cannot be taken up at once, it is not possible to consider the 
question of dredging now, and on this ground alone the resolution cannot 
be accepted. For these reasons I am unable on behalf of Government to 
accept this resolution. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUOHURY: 1 would not press 
this resolution if the Hon’ble Member in charge would assure me that the 
investigation will be taken up as soon as possible and that a right solu¬ 
tion would be found for the great difficulty complained of. 

The PRESIDENT: Then you withdraw. 

The President then declared that the leave of the Council had been 
given to withdraw the resolution. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: 1 do so only if the 
Hon’ble Member in charge would give me the assurance. 

The PRESIDENT: I am afraid I cannot allow you to do that. You 
have made your choice and have been allowed to withdraw. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: I did not mean 
that. I simply said that if the Hon'ble Member in charge would assure 
me that the investigation would be made, then I would withdraw other¬ 
wise not. i 

Mr. HU8EYN SRAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: May I claim a divi- 
sion? 

ThePRE8IDENT: I am afraid I cannot allow that. The resolution 
has been withdrawn. 
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Publications off Council Proceedings in Bengali. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: “This Council recommends to the Government 
the desirability of publishing in Bengali a review of the work of the 
Bengal Legislative Council of each session and taking measures for 
circulating it among local bodies and public associations in the pro¬ 
vince.” 

With the leave of the House, I should like to make a little verbal 
alteration in the resolution before I speak on it. The alteration that I 
desire to make is this. I should like to substitute in place of “a 
review ” “an account.” 

The PRESIDENT: You are permitted to do so. 

Mr. D. Ci CHOSE : It has struck me as being somewhat incongruous 
that with the advent of what may be described as Parliamentary form 
of Government in Bengal there is no adequate arrangement for giving the 
widest publicity to the proceedings of the legislative council. In coun¬ 
tries more advanced than ours, the work of publicity is mostly done by the 
Press, but unfortunately in this country the vernacular press which alone 
can reach the masses is not so well organised as it should be and accord¬ 
ingly the vast majority of those who form the electorate for the purpose of 
returning members of this Coiincil are either unaware or have a very 
imperfect knowledge of the work of the legislative council. Now this 
is a state of affairs which we cannot permit to continue, for it is fatal to 
thte growth of the form of Government which we now possess. It is 
important, vitally important, that our constituents should know what we, 
their representatives, and the Government are doing for them. It may 
be that when they know what we are striving to do for them tliey would 
be able to help us with ideas and suggestions for they are much nearer 
reality, much nearer the tnith than perhaps we are so far as problems 
affecting their every day life are concerned. Then as they have returned 
us it is only right and proper that they should know how we are serving 
them and how far the Government are willing to accede to our demands. 
Further, a knowledge of the proceedings of the Legislative Council on the 
part of our constituents is also desirable on the ground that they will learn 
gradually to think more of measures than of men, when they are called 
upon to exercise their franchise at the time of the election. Tn other 
words, if they are placed in a position to follow the activities of the Coun¬ 
cil they will learn by and by to vote for such men who they think will 
best advance the causes in which they are most interested. The last 
election was fought more or less upon purely personal issues. Now it is 
not.desirable that such contests should be allowed to continue. But if we 
are anxious to prevent such contests we must enable our constituents to 
take an intelligent interest in the proceedings of this Council, and this 
can only be done by giving the widest publicity to the work of the Council. 
There is a deeper consideration in support of the resolution which I have 
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placed before the Council to-day. So far as I am aware the policy under¬ 
lying the reforms and the great change in the system of Government 
which the reforms have brought about has never been presented to the 
great mass of our countrymen. Nor have they been told that the present 
legislative councils especially of the provinces are now armed with plenary 
powers which, if exercised with judgment and foresight, will enable us to 
make a still further advance towards the goal of our ambition, namely, 
complete self-government. It is necessary, I submit, that they should 
be told these things. I can conceive of no better method of imparting 
information or knowledge about these things than to prepare, in an 
attractive form, an account of the work of the Council of each session 
in Bengali to give it the widest possible circulation. There is a more 
urgent, and more pressing consideration than those iliat 1 have stated 
already in favour of the acceptance of my resolution. We are all aware 
that a section of our countrymen, who call themselves non-co-operators, 
have made it a part of their business to belittle the reforms, to describe 
the present legislative councils as much the same as they were before 
and further to say that the attitude of Government has not changed a bit, 
and the representatives of the people are altogether i)owerless to do any¬ 
thing for their countrymen. Also, they have made it a rule to minimise, 
as much as possible, the earnest and anxious efforts of the Ministers to 
ameliorate the condition of their countrymen and to magnify, as much as 
they can, any little error, any little mistake, that they can find in their 
work. I venture to think that the best antidote to this deliberate and 
wilful misrepresentation and gross perversion of truth is to present to 
the great mass of our countrymen a faithful accurate picture of the 
work of the legislative council. They must be told they must be placed 
in a position to realise that the issue now is with them and those who lead 
them. They can have no doubt any longer. It might have been possible 
before; they can have no doubt any longer as to the intentions of the 
British Government. It lies with them and them alone to work out their 
own salvation. Now, having given all my reasons for commontling this 
resolution to the acceptance of the House, I should like lo say what I 
would do if I were called upon to take action for the purpose of carrying 
out this proposal. In the first place, as soon as a session of the Council 
is over, I would get a faithful account of the proceedings jirepared, giving 
salient points of the debates and discussions and the conclusions to which 
the House had arrived. I would have it done in as attractive and popular 
a manner as possible. Then T would send a copy to every member of a 
union committee or a union board, every member of a local board, every 
member of a district board, and I would send a few copies to every than a 
for distribution among prominent and influential men in the surrounding 
villages. Besides T would send copies to all the well-known public 
associations of the province. Two factors, and two factors alone, can 
achieve the object of my proposal. One is the preparation, speedy 
preparation of a faithful and accurate picture of the proceedings of the 
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Council and tlie other is its distribution in such a manner as to secure th^' 
the widest publicity. 

Babu NIBARAN CHAHDRA DAS GUPTA: 1 heartily accept the 
principle outlined by the mover in commending the resolution to the 
acceptance of the House. But there are certain practical difficulties in 
the way which should not be overlooked. In the first place, we must 
remember that the work and proceedings of the Council have become so 
heavy that Government have not yet been able to publish fully the pro¬ 
ceedings of the last session, and* it is very difficult to publish with preci¬ 
sion and ac<uiracy the proceedings of the Council so quickly and then to 
translate them into the vernacular for giving the widest publicity possi¬ 
ble of these proceedings. Apart from the question of cost the practical 
difficulties are enormous. I fully appreciate the spirit which led the 
mover to move this resolution. We know to our regret that the news¬ 
paper reporting has been very unsatisfactory. There may be some good 
reasons for this, b\it at the same time it is very unfortunate that advan¬ 
tage has been taken of the inaccurate reporting by a section of the press 
in misrepresenting the Council and to belittle, as it has been said, the 
importance of the Reforms. How to combat this difficulty ? On the side 
of Government it will be said—“ Well, you have abolished the Publicity 
Bureau, and how are we to proceed?” But I do not think any amount of 
reporting can put down that spirit, any amount of reporting can stop the 
mouth of the calumniators, and the Government version or publication 
will not be accepted by the people who usually prefer any distorted 
account given by the so-called independent newspapers. To obviate this 
difficulty, I think the best course would be to afford every possible facility 
to the reporting establishment for accurate reporting and the vernacular 
newspapers which are moderate, which are sensible, may translate those 
proceedings for the edification of the public. Government may subscribe 
for a large number of copies of the enterprising newspapers which under¬ 
takes to do it, and that is the way of subsidising a newspaper which is 
accurate and which gives out the truth. But I do not know whether the 
proposal as worded in the resolution can be given effect to without incurr¬ 
ing enormous costs, and the easiest solution of this is to subsidise a good 
vernacular newspaper that will tindertake to report correctly and accu¬ 
rately a summary of the work of the Legislative Coxincil. I thoroughly 
disapprove of starting again a department of giving publicity which will 
not attain this object. If even these daily newspapers cannot afford to 
give an exact account of the proceedings of the Council, then these 
difficulties should be thought out an^< ^should be considered before we 
accept this resolution, and I suggest that Government should subsidise 
a newspaper which undertakes to do this. There is no shadow of doubt 
that the country wants to know what the Council and the Councillors are 
doing and, if they know that we are doing something, they will appre- ' 
ciate the reforms; the question of cost in all departments stands in the 
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way of the Beforins being accepted as'a boon by the ordinary people. 
With these few remarks I ask my friend, the mover of the resolution, to 
accept the suggestion and I also ask the Hon’ble Member in charge of 

• the department pf “ Politics, ** to consider the object of the resolution 
by subsidising a vernacular newspaper of this discription. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WASlMUDDIN AHMBD asked for per- 
mission to move the following amendmenit. which stood in the name of 
Mr Syed Erfan Ali, who was absent, viz;— 

that after the words “ local bodies " the wo]rds “ principal verna” 
cular newspapers *’ be inserted. 

Permission was granted. 

As has been pointed out by the learned mover it is highly important 
that the proceedings of this Council should be brought to the notice of 
the people who have sent up their representatives to this House. The 
best means of doing this would be to publish in the local newspapers 
written in Bengali—I think for Bengal Bengali literature would do^by 
which the mufassal people could be made aware of the proceedings of the 
Hopse. I do not propose that all the speeches and every thilig should be 
reprinted but only the notes, the principal features of the proceedings 
should be circulated to the mufassal through the medium of the principal 
vernacular newspapers, . , ” ' 

Thu PRESIDEIfTs 1!!^9lir'moTe'the amendment only? 

Khan Bahadur Maulvl WABiMUOIMN AHMEDi Yes. 

Rai JOCENDRA OHUNDBR CHOSE Bahaduri I beg to support the 
resolution just moved by my friend, Mr. D. ? 5 . Ghose; but I do not enter¬ 
tain the rapturous admiration with which he is anime^ted as regards the 
Reforms. The Reforms have no doubt been a great advance—say what 
the out-and-out non-co-operators might. The work of this Council can- 

* not be pooh-poohed. During the last session, we passed resolutions pro¬ 
viding for medical relief to the meanest and the lowest of the people of 
Bengal. We passed resolptioiif for the establishment of technological 
and agricultural colleges (^ Calcutta. We passed resolutions for the 
separation of the judicial and executive functions. I mention only two 
or three. Furthermore we struck out about 20 lakhs of rupees by way of 
curtailment, or rather by way of ecbnomy from the Budget as presented 
to us by Government. Is that to be pooh-poohedP Is that nothing? This 
GounciL I do hope, Vill during the course Of three years be of great 
service to the country; but I must say ibis to Mr. D. 0. Ghose that no 
credit whatsoever is d|ie td'hia pfirty—the Nationid LBi^alLeagm or to 
the Ministers who have opposediwrery good resolution. We a^re deither 
iloderates nor Extremists, but, we are the people, we are the few 
Moderates those peophs. who mm-ps-operate with the Government and 

make the Government impbraible. ' ^ ^ 
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MEMBER in charge cT LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler); May I rise to a point of order? The 
resolution is a request for the circulation of the proceedings of this 
Council in Bengali, but the Rai Bahadur’s speech is a comment on the 
proceedings of this Council. 

The,PRESIDENTS The member is out of order. 

Rai dOGENDRA CHUNDER GHDSE Bahadur: I do quite believe 
that this resolution is good, but I do believe also that it will do a great 
deal of harm when the people will see how their best interests have been 
opposed by the Government and when every Minister has opposed every 
good resolution. You may be sure that it will do a good deal of harm. 

Maulai SHAH ABDUR RAUF: It is with great pleasure that I 
support the resolution of Mr. D. C. Qhose. It is quite known that the 
Reforms have given a wide franchise to the people of this country. Wo 
know perfectly well that the number of electorates have increased; and 
we also know it perfectly well that we come here as the representatives of 
a vast mass'of people and it is, in the fitness of things, highly desirable 
that* these electorates should know what their representatives are doing 
fpr fhem in this Council. We all know that there was a weekly news-, 
paper called the Shaptahik Judha Barta, which was circulated by the 
Government among the rural people through the village headmen, even 
in the remotest villages, in order to give them an idea of the progress of 
the War. It will not do now for the Government to say that it will 
entail a heavy expenditure on the part of the Government to have the 
reports of the Council circulated among local bodies and public assooia< 
tions. One of the learned members of this Council has said that local 
newspapers might take up the task; but then, I submit, it will not do. 
We know it perfectly well that Bengal, or for the matter of that India, is 
not a country where a large number of persons take any interest in news¬ 
papers or subscribe for them. T however submit that if the reports of the 
Council are published in a handy volume after each session and are cir- 
crdated to the local bodies and public associations, these reports will give 
the people an idea as to what work is being done in the Council and the 
reports will help them to understand what the Reforms are and the 
people will also have an idea of what the members of the Council are 
doing for them. 

With these words, I beg to give my hearty support to* the resolution 
that has been moved. * 

Khan Bahadur ABDU8 8ALAM: The resolution moved by Mr. D. C. 
Ghose does not commend itself to my mind from different points of view. 
The first and foremost motive that underlies the resolution is a sordid one, 
as has been acknowledged hf the mover himself. He wants self- 
advertisement ; he wants to catch votes at the next election through this, 
device. He wants that the people should know that the members have 
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been doing work in this Council. I wonder wHy he did not suggest thiit 
the photos of the members should be printed along with their speeches. 
That would haTe been, 1 suppose, quite consistent with the modesty with 
which he has suggested the resolution. It would be a waste of public 
Funds to publish all the speeches and proceedings in Bengal, as I believe 
in the old adage—good wine needs no bpsh. I do not believe in self- 
advertisement. That is my first objection to this resolution. Secondly, 
X believe that it is a futile resolution if it is intended to reach the masses, 
as 75 per cent, of them cannot read. What is the good then of printing 
these speeches when the masses will not be able to read them P Burning 
candle before the blind is sheer waste of candle. I think my frieqd does 
not want that so much of the public funds should be wasted on this when 
there are so many other crying needs. First, we should spend money 
on the education of the masses and then we can think of printing these 
things for their c- ".umption. Thirdly, the procedure he suggests is 
impracticable H» says that the Bengali review should be circulated 
anioEig the local bodies and public associations. The members of the local 
bodies are generally men who know .English and can easily take the 
trouble of interpreting these things to the men near them. So what is 
the good of wasting public money in printing again these things in 
Bengali? hnurthly, I think the resolution ip unfair, as the mover sug¬ 
gests that the review should be printed in Bengali only. I find in the 
national system of education which is now rampant in Eastern Bengal 
(I have been recently to some parts of Eastern Bengal), Urdu and 
IT -idustani are compulsory subjects. Therefore, my friend should have 
tal'i'n < \e by the forelock, and should have suggested that the review 
‘■/ii'o'iJ printed in Urdu as well. 

all these reasons, I oppose this resolution. 

M" HUSEYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY! It is pity that last 
Si Esi we thought it fit to .abolish the post of Director of Information; 
it is a gi’eat pity that this session Mr. D. C. Ohose thinks of reinstating 
seme such official in our midst. If, as Mr. Ghose points out, it is fatal 
that the country should not know the good work that we are doing in this 
Council, 1 say that it will be still more fatal if the country knows that, 
in these days of financial stringency, we intend to spend money on self- 
advertisement. If we cannot justify our existence in this Council by the 
work that we do here, no amount of resolutions and no amount of liter¬ 
ature will convince the peoplellhat we are working here for their benefit. 
If the Government have such few friends, if there is no party inside the 
Council or if there is no party outside the Council to carry on the w. nk or 
if the^representatives do not care to go back to their constituencii s and 
tell them what we have done, what we are doing, and what we cwn do, 
then I think it scarcely proper on the part of Government to come forward 
and make an appeal on its own behalf. No amount of literature will fill 
the empty stomachs of thepoor; no amount of literature will cure them of 

» 1 
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the fell diseases which are devastating Bengal. And I fear that these 
reports nrill find their way back into our own household as those recep¬ 
tacles which are utilised by grocers and which usually contain sugar and 
like things, or they will be sold like the Minutes of the Calcutta Univer¬ 
sity at four annas a seer. One last alternative prayer—one last defence— 
why should the publication be confined only to Bengali—^why not Urdu, 
Hindi, Pali, Chinese, why should we not requisition the services of the 
Post-graduate Professors of the Calcutta Uttiversity in this effort to 
popularise the Government and the Reforms ? 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I do not know why there is so 
much opposition to sucK a small matter like this. If I be pardoned for 
1 eing a Ifttle rude the only question that may make my friends afraid of 
such publication is that they do not want to let our constituencies know 
what we are doing here. There are also those who after a long discus¬ 
sion withdraw their motions and know that they waste the time of the 
Council for nothing. I think these people must be afraid. Arguments 
have been put forward about the cost but we do not know what the cost 
will be. The previous speaker (Mr. H. S. Snhrawardy) has argued why 
should it not be published in Chinese or Pali. But we must remember 
that we are living in Bengal and not in China or Japan. I think in our 
anxiety we are forgetting what we are doing and what we are saying. 
Then Babu Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta has made an alternative sugges¬ 
tion that a special newspaper may be subsidised to do the work. I do not 
think that there is much difference between the motion proposed by 
Mr. Ghose and Nibaran Babu’s proposal. I do not think also that there 
can be any reasonable objection save on account of the cost, and unless 
the cost be prohibitive we should all join in supporting the proposal of 
Mr. D. C. Ghose. 

Babu AN NAD A CHAR AN DUTTA: At first I had no mind to speak 
on this resolution because I have got a resolution which runs exactly on 
these lines. But the speeches of two of my friends just preceding me 
compel me to speak a few words in support of the resolution of my friend, 
Mr. D. C. Ghose. They have raised some false issues by which they 
want to confuse the whole situation. Certainly it was not the intention 
of Mr. Ghose in any way to advance his self-advertisement before his 
constituencies; but the underlying principles of this, as well as my reso¬ 
lution, is the educative element which in these days at least should count 
as a very important factor, so far as the masses are concerned. One 
gentleman said that w-hen 76 per cent, of the masses are as yet illiterate, 
what will be the utility of publishing these in any language whatsoever. 
My friend ought to know that since the advent of the Reforms Act the 
illiterate people are our voters, they are our leaders and we are here really 
upon the basis of their votes. Knowing all that it is our duty, and it is ’ 
incumbent upon us, to educate our voters as much as we can, as on this 
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education depends the very heart and soul of the present constitution, 
and it goes without saying that the present constitution is different from 
what we had. It is certainly not what we would like to have and I do not 
go so far as to say that it is the Parliamentai’y constitution, hut certainly 
it is the beginning thereof; and at this preliminary stage the education 
of the people, who have been allotted the franchise and who are still per- 
.haps asking for more expansion of it, should connt to be of the utmost 
importance. That being so, the question of self-advertisement does not 
come in. Those who are illiterate will have them read out to them in their 
vernacular. I would mention another point. Unfortunately for some 
of us, as we all know, some of the leading journals have gone over to the 
side of non-co-operation and they are always looking askance at us and 
always trying to find out our faults—imaginary or real. We cannot 
count upon their reports. Some of the newspaper^ have hardly got any 
space—I consulted some of them—to put in a verbatim report of what we 
are talking here or even proper summaries of the proceedings of this 
Council. In order to meet this difficulty we are asking Government to 
publish the proceedings in English which they have hitherto been doing 
and also to publish in Bengali because it is the mother-tongue of the popu¬ 
lation of Bengal, so that the j>eople may know' exactly what the Council is 
really doing, what really the functions of the Council are, and in w'hat 
way we are doing service to the country and whether we are failing in 
our duty. I am sorry I have not the weight of my friend who preceded 
me, but I know that if our constituencies know what w'e are doing they 
will keep us erect by some sort of muscular arrangement which may not 
always be palatable to us. That should be the real reason why the pro¬ 
ceedings should be published more widely. The people should know 
how some of us sit on the fence and, in order to expose these people, it is 
very necessary that the proceedings should be given as much publicity as 
possible. One word more and that is in yesterday’s proceedings we have 
had some sort of performances when some questions came up for discus¬ 
sion, but the officials were not willing to give us all the information. If 
these proceedings are given the utmost publicity! and if the officials think 
that they have come under some sort of popular Government, they will 
think twice before they give us this sort of hazy answers. I therefore., 
strongly support this resolution. 

1 

The Hon’bla Sir HENRY WHEELERl This resolution, and another 
which comes later in the agenda, emphasise the desirability of dis¬ 
seminating more widely information as to.the proceedings of this Council. 
The later resolution would do this through the medium o| English, but 
the present. one proposes a system of vernacular summaries. For the 
theoretical merits of that proposition there is a good deal to be said. 
It is, of course, a truism to say that the vast majority of the people in this 
province are not literate in English; it is a truism to say that scarcely a 
much larger minority is literate ev^n in the vernacular; and it is also a 
truism to say that in so &r as the proceedings of this Council will from 
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year to year ineritably hare an increasing influence in moulding tbe des¬ 
tinies of the province, it is desirable that the electors, by whose choice 
members attend this Chamber, should know what is being carried on 
within these walls, and what attitude is being taken by their representa¬ 
tives on one side and by Government on the other. >.^A11 these proposi¬ 
tions seem to me to be perfectly sustainable, and it is on them that 
Mr. Ghose mainly rests his case. There has been a certain amount of 
doubt expressed to-day whether it would altogether be to the advantage 
of the reputations of some of us if our proceedings were more widely 
known; but as to that we must take our chance, if publication is in itself 
desirable and possible. 

My doubts are as to the possibility of such a scheme, and inherent in 
it there are obviously various difficulties. One of the greatest objections 
to my mind is that of delay. Mr. Ghose would like to see a “ faithful 
and accurate picture ” put out after the conclusion of the session. That 
in itself would mean, I am afraid, a delay of two or three months before 
our proceedings are printed (the account of the April sittings is not yet 
out), let alone the further delay in preparing the summary which is to be 
the basis of this vernacular version. Therefore, by, the time the news 
trickles down to the four corners of the mufassal, it will be of a some¬ 
what stale character. 

Another point is that of expense. Obviously we have not at present 
the machinery which will be required to issue any such publication. We 
have not even the mechanical means of printing it, that is to say, our 
facilities for printing in the vernacular would have to be increased, all 
entailing further delay; and we should have to employ in some form or 
other an editor or summariser to prepare the version which is subsequent¬ 
ly to be translated. All that must cost money. At present we print 
about 1,500 copies of our proceedings in English at a cost of about 
Rs. 22,500. It is very difficult to form any accurate estimate of what 
the scheme outlined in this resolution would involve; - but we tried to 
make an estimate within the time available, and it was put at something 
between Rs. 8,000 and Bs. 10,000. All will depend on the length of the 
summary and the numbers to whom it is despatched. 

The third difficulty, and a very great difficulty to my mind, is one of 
preparing this ** faithful and accurate picture.” It must be agreed 
that it would be impossible, even if it were desirable, to attempt a full 
translation into the vernacular of all the proceedings of the Council. 
That was proposed in a resolution of which notice was given last session, 
but which was crowded oiit in the rush at the end, but had it been moved, 
I should have pointed out the very great and unjustifiable expense invol¬ 
ved therein. Therefore, it being assumed that what we want is a sum¬ 
mary or picture, I put it to the Council that, with the best intentions in 
the world, it will be extraordinarily difficult to prepare. We have had 
complaints in a question put yesterday that the daily press does not give 
adequate attention to the utterances of different members. 1 have been 
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able to meet tbat charge by placing the responsibility upon the competent 
shoulders of the gentlemen in the press gallery, but if we attempt a sum¬ 
mary, and whatever officials are connected with it are to be attacked in 
this Council for not having given due prominence to this member or that, 
or for having mi^epresented some utterances or missed the best points 
of others, then dhr lives will indeed become a burden to us. We shall 
always, top, be open to the charge that we have unduly emphasised the 
Government point of view or have unfairly minimised the arguments on 
the other side. 

These three main diffictilties seem to me to be very real. Perhaps the 
Council do not quite know what we do at present by way of circulating 
our proceedings, but it has a bearing on both resolutions. At present 
our free distribution list covers about 700 names, of which some 400 are 
outside Calcutta and 300 within it. The majority, of course, are Govern¬ 
ment officials. 

But we also send to some twenty-one newspapers and to the Associated 
Press, which ensures distribution to various sources, and we also send to 
some 15 public associations. In that way our proceedings are circulated 
over a fairly wide held. Tlie resolution wants us to supply our proceeil- 
ings to public associations and local bodies i:p the vernacular, and to that 
extent it does not seem to be quite happy. In the first place there are 
various associations who get, and would prefer to get, our full proceed¬ 
ings in English, and in the second place there are various local bodies, 
such as municipalities and district boards, which are largely composed 
of enlightened and educated men w'ho, if they read any literature on the 
subject at all, would like to read it in extenso and in English. So the 
real proposal comes down to devising some means of reaching union boards 
and village panchayats. They would have to be, I take it, the main 
recipients of any such distribution. There are about 1,700 of the former, 
while if the latter are to be-supplied, our distribution list will be consider¬ 
able an,d the expenses very great. 

That is the proposition as it strikes Government. Theoretically there 
is something to< be said for it; practically there are various obvious diffi¬ 
culties. Really the proposal amounts in great measure to what 
Mr. Sphrawardy has pointed oiit, namely, that this is another example of 
the need of something in the nature of a Publicity Officer, regarding 
» which I, for one, greatly regret the vote of the Council in connection with 
the last budget. A competent and expert Publicity Officer would be the 
best agency for pr^eparing, in a short space of time, a bright and readable 
account of the proceedings of this Council. But to judge by that vote 
the idea of a Publicity Officer does not find favour in the eyes of the Coun¬ 
cil. That being so, the attitude of Gdvernment on this resolution 4s to 
ascertain what the wish of the Council in the matter is. • I hope that all 
members of this Council, official or otherwise, will let us have the benefit 
of their opinion. If it is the wish of the Council that we should try some¬ 
thing of this kind, we will try to work out practical lines. But I again 



204 


COtJNCIL PROCEEDINGS IN BENGALI. [5th July 


emphasise that it is going to cost money, and that we cannot guarantee 
that we shall be able to devise any system which will not be open to a 
considerable amount of criticism. 

Babu 8URENORA NATH RAY S All that I have to say has been said 
by my young friend, Dr. Suhrawardy. V 

The PRESIDENTS 1 do not think you should call him your young 
friend. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: As the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler 
has pointed out there are two objections to this resolution—first, that the 
review of work which the mover wants the Government to publish- 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I substituted the words “an account^. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: Let it be “an account.” But the 
proceedings of the legislative council would take two or three Tnonths 
to be published in vernacular— 

Mr. D. C. GH08E: Not necessarily. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: And they would be stale and 
unprofitable to the large majority of the people of this country,—I mean 
the reading public. 

- Secondly there is the question of cost. My friend ought to remember 
that we have now got an independent and popular vernacular Press and 
if the proceedings of the Council are worth publishing they publish them, 
and the people of this country get an idea as to what the Council has been 
doing and how the members have been working. But if this account, 
as suggested, be published. Government might give a very impartial 
account of the proceedings, but still the people will consider that it is only 
the Government version of the proceedings and of the working of the 
Legislative Council. All that is worth publishing is published in these 
papers and people get the information of all that happens in the Council 
the very next day. If this resolution be accepted by Government, I think 
the Director of Public Information, whose post was abolished only the 
other day, will come in another garb. That is what we do not like. 
Besides, that would meaA an expense and an expense of a very large ' 
amount. The post was Worth Bs. 2,000 a month. We have abolished it ; 
and if we want to have an account of the Legislative Council you will have 
to appoint an editor, then a translator and a host of other numerous clerks." 
We are not going to have all that simply that some of the members may 
see their Aames published ikud their deeds advertised before their con¬ 
stituencies. We have come here to do our work honestly; and if we do 
honest work in the Council that will be appreciated by the public. 

With these few words, 1 beg to oppose the resolution. 
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Babu RIBHINORA NATH SARKARt I move that the question be 

now moved. 

The motion for closure was then put and ag^reed to. 

The PRESIDENT then put the amendment which was lost. 

The original motion then being put, a division was taken with the 
following result: — 


AYES. 


AhmsS, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Watimuddin. 
AhiiMd, Mauivi Rah Uddin. 

Ahmsd, Munshi Jafar. 

Ali, Munthi Amir. 

Ali, Munthi Ayub. 

Arhamuddin, Mauivi Khandakar. 

BanarjM, Rai Bahadur Abinath Chandra. 
Bom, Mr. t. M. 

Cathoart, Mr. M. 

Charmahar, Babu Ratik Chandra. 

Dutta, Babu Annada Charan. 

OhoM, Mr. D. c. 

ChoM, Ral Bahadur Jogondra ChuniMr. 
Cordon, Mr. A. D. 


Hag, Shah tyod Kmdadul. 

Hug,' Mauivi Bkramui. 

Khan, Mauivi Hamid.ud‘4in. 
Khan, Mauivi Md. RaAguo Uddin. 
Lamiour, Mr. F. A. 

Makramali, Munthi. 

Mukhorjoo, Babu Mitya DhMi. 
Mukhorjl, Frofottor S. C. 
Mulliofc, Babu Nirodo Bohary. 
Mulllok, Babu Surondra Nath. 
Rauf, Mauivi Shah Abdur, 

Roy, Babu Jogondra Krithna. 
Roy, Raja Manilall Singh. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Ohono. 

AfMl, Khan Bahadur, Navrabsada K. M.. 
Ahmod, Mauivi Yakuinuddin. 

Aloy, Shaikh Mahboob. 

Aiam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamod. 
Burma, Rai Sahib Fanohanan. 

Birla, Babu Chanothyam Oat. 

Birloy, Mr. k. 

Ohaudhuri, Babu Kithori Mohan. 
Ohaudhuri, Babu Tankanath. 

Ohaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi HaSiar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harondranath. 

Mat, Babu Bhithmadov. 

Oat, Rai Bahadur Amur Nath. 

Oat Qugta, Babu Nibaran Chandra. 

Do, Babu Fanindralal. 

Doi|ald, Mr. 4. 

Butt, Mr. Ajoy Chundtr. 

Farogui, Mr. K. 0. M, 

Ghatak, Rai Sahib Nlimani. 

Oupta, Mr. N. B. 

Homoll, Mr. W. W. 

Karim, MautM Abdul. 

Karim, Mauivi Faihil. 

Korr, tM Hon’bto Mr. 4. H. 

Khan, Babu Dovondra Lai. 

Khan, Mr. Rataur Rahman. 

Lang, Mr. 4. 

Loot, M . D. H. 


Maharajadbiraja Bahadur of Burduran, 
tho Hon'bit, 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Mitra, Rai. Bahadur Mahondra Chandra. 
Morgan, Mr. 0. 

Mukharji, Babu Satith Chandra. 
Muhhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Nathor, Babu Horn Chandra. 

O'Kinoaly Lt..Cal. Frodoriok. 

O’Malloy, Mr. L. S. S. 

Fayno, Mr. C. F. 

Rahim, tho Non’blo Sir Abd>ur. 

Raikat,. Mr. Fratanna Oob. 

Ray, Babu Bhabondra Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Suiundra Nath. 

Ray, Xumar ^SJiib Shokbarotwgr. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Krithna Chandra. 
Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Babu Nalini Nath. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kthaunith 
Chandra. 

Roy, Mr, TarJt Bhutan. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh. 
Salam, Khan Bahadur-Abdua. 

Sarkar, Babu Ritbindra Nath. 

Sinha, Babu Surondra Mart ran. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Nutoyn Shahood. 
Wattan.Sinyth, Mr. R. M. • 

Wordtworth, Mn W. C. 


h * 

The Ayes being 27, and the Noes 58, the motion was lost. 
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Dredging of the river Lohajang. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! order! Before I proceed to the next 
item of business, I think 1 must correct a mistake which I committed in 
connection with resolution No. 14. I understood Raja Manmatha Nath 
Ray Choudhury to say that in view of the assurance given by the Hon’ble 
the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, he withdrew his resolution. 
But 1 now understand that what he said was that if the Hon’ble the Maha¬ 
rajadhiraja Bahadur would give him an assurance that the matter would 
be investigated he would withdraV his resolution. I think, in that case, 
I was wrong in putting the question of withdrawal to the House and I 
will now ask the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan if he is prepared 
to give the assurance. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN : Sir, the assurance of Government cannot be given so light- 
heartedly as my friend the Raja seems to think. What I said was this 
that when the new circle is established we shall make an investigation 
and when such investigation is complete it would be the time for Govern¬ 
ment to consider a scheme. At present there is no such scheme and it 
will be difficult to give any such assurance, but if the assurance that the 
scheme will be considered after qn investigation was made when the circle 
is formed will satisfy the Raja I have no objection in giving such 
assurance. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: In the absence 
of anything better, I must be satisfied with that assurance. 

The motion was then, by leave, withdrawn. 


Report of Taxi-Cab Committee. 

Mr. F. A. LARMOUR was given permission to move the resolution 
standing in the name of Colonel A. J. Pugh which was as follows: — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government to withhold for one 
year the giving effect to that part of the report of the Taxi-Cab Com¬ 
mittee (puHished at page 596 bf the Supplement to the Calcutta Gazette 
of the 6th April, 1921) which deals with (n) evolution of type, (6) horse- 
lK)wer, (c) driving seat, and (d) luggage accommodation, in order that 
owners and dealers in motor cars who have already imported cars of 
types which have been passed during the last few years may be safe¬ 
guarded." 

I will rest my case on the justice of the cause. 

Members of this Council will remember the taxi-strike in Calcutta in 
January of this year. It was a fight between the taxi-drivers on the one 
hand and the police on the other. A Committee was eventually appoint¬ 
ed to go into the whole matter, and their report was published in the 
Calcutta Gazette of the 6th' April. This report dealt with not merely 
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the grievanceB of the men, but also with matters which have seriously 
affected the interests of owners and dealers in motor-cars. The report 
deals with matters calculated, in the opinion of the Committee, to giye 
an efficient, safe and clean service of taxi-cabs for Calcutta, and they 
have made certain recommendations. 

Now, 1 am not going into a criticism of the recommendations of the 
Committee. 

The resolution, you will see, does not attack any of these recom¬ 
mendations. It merely asks the Government not to give immediate effect 
only to that part of the report which deals with the special type of motor¬ 
cars which are now recommended for taxi purposes. I will not go into 
details, but hon’ble members will see from the report that the Committee 
recommends: 

(o) The use in future of a special type of cars for taxi purposes. 

(b) That such cars should have a particular horse-power according 

to what is known R.A.C. as K.A.C rating. This is a new 
provision. 

(c) The cars should henceforward have the bodies built in a parti¬ 

cular way, with reference to the driving seat and room for 
luggage, accommodation, etc. ' 

Now, long before these new recommendations were made, and indeed 
before there was any indication that there would be a change in the rules 
about the type of cars which would be allowed to be used in Calcutta, a 
large number of cars suitable for taxi purposes had been imported into 
Calcutta and are now here but cannot be sold because of the new rules. 

These cars satisfy all the conditions that have been in existence till 
April last, when the report was published. They were imported bond 
fide by owners and dealers in motor-cars who are now told that these 
newly imported cars are Unsuitable for taxi purposes and will not be 
passed because of the recommendations of the report. Again, I say, I 
am not attacking these new regulations, although- a good deal may be 
urged against them. I am not doing that. 

' But let me ask, is it just, is it fair to penalise these importers for no 
fault of their ownP The Motor Trade has been veiy hard hit during . 
the last'lew months. First came the unfavourable exchange, then the 
newly-imposed enhanced import duty on cars, and lastly, the general 
slump in business. These are bad enough. But do hot, I beg of you, 
add to the list. All I asK for is that Government should hold its 
hands for one year, and not insist on immediately enforcing the new type 
of cai^ for taxi purposes. 

I do not plead for any cars which have not already arrived. It is 
only with respect to cars- which are now in Calcutta, and which were 
imported before the new Regulations were even discussed, that I ask the 
the Government to relax the new rules. 
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I know that every trade has had a bad time. Why then do I speak on 
behalf of the Motor Trade? The reason is this. They had, without any 
fault of their own, already imported the cars. Their capital is locked 
up and there is little hope of getting more. They cannot be expected to 
import a fresh lot of the new type of cars till they are able to dispose of 
the stock in hand, which again they cannot do because of the suddenness 
of the decision to enforce the new regulations. 

1 ought to mention that the Commissioner of Police had recently 
been approached by various dealers to redress this just grievance. 

He has, I am told, made a light concession in favour of only a few 
firms, and that with reference to a few particular makes, such concession 
to apply to not more than 10 per cent, of the relative number of cars 
registered, during the last year. This, I am afraid, has made the case 
worse. 

I*can confidently assure this Council that if this temporary but 
,ne({esaary relaxation of the rules, for which 1 am pleading, be granted 
it would not do any serious or appreciable injury to the taxi service in 
Calcutta. I can name types of cars which, though disqualified under the 
new rules in Calcutta, are employed as taxis in London, New York, 
Paris, Marseilles, Boston, Philadelphia, Chicago, Washington, etc., 
Striving after a uniform type of taxi-cabs may be a very good thing, 
but after all it is not so important as doing justice to the innocent tyader 
or relieving him from unnecessary hardship and loss when this can be 
■” done without injury to the public. 

Sir, I have done. I again earnestly appeal to the Government to 
accept this resolution, and ask this House to indicate its wishes by strong¬ 
ly supporting it. 

These, Sir, are Colonel Pugh’s own words and I have given them to 
the Council as they are. With these words, I place the resolution before 
the Council. 

, MCMBER in charge cf POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Sir 
Henry Wheeler)* I am in some difficulty in replying to this 
resolution that has been moved by Mr. Larmour, for reasons which 
I may frankly state. We received the report of the Taxi-cab Committee, 
it is true, some time ago, but unfortunately much time was taken up in 
the press, which has been seriously congested, largely by the rush of 
Council work, and we then publi.shed the report in order to give the pub¬ 
lic and those interested in the trade an opportunity of expressing their 
views about it. That further delayed action, and when the replies came 
in, the Secretariat was fully occupied and has not, up till now, been able 
to Rut them up before me for consideration. The case is now, I under¬ 
stand, practically ready, and as soon as the present sitting of the Council 
ig over I will lose no time in dealing with it, but at present we have not 
come to any decision as to what action we should take on the various 
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irecomitn«»dations made by tbe Committee, and, in particular, those 
relating to the struchiral type of the vehicles which will be allowed to 
run on the streets. That being so, Sir, it is impossible for me to say 
whether we can withhold these recommendations for a year or even scrap 
them altogether. But I can say this to Mr. Larmour that, on more than 
one occasion, I have discussed this matter with representatives of the 
motor industry in this city, and I have told them more than once that I 
fully realise that there is justice in their request that before substantial 
alterations in type are made, a reasonable time—do not necessarily say 
a year—^b\it a reasonable time should be given to the trade to adjust them¬ 
selves to* new conditions. That assurance I quite readily repeat here, 
and I trust Mr. Larmour will see the reasonableness of our expressing 
our inability at this moment to go beyond it. 

Fi A. LARMOUR: Sir, I quite recognise what the Hon’ble 
Member has said. I would, therefore, ask him that when the matter 
does come up before him for consideration, he will not decide on the papers 
that are placed before him, but will listen and give attention to some very 
serious questions which the Secretary of the Motor Trades Association 
might bring before him. With the assurance that the Hon’ble Member 
has given us, I ask for permission to withdraw this resolution in order 
that the matter may receive the attention of Government as has been 
promised by the Hon'ble Member. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Reorganisation of the Polios Department. 

Babti INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: *^This Council recommends to the 
Government that a Committee, consisting of seven members, five of whom 
shall be non-officials, elected from amongst, and by the non-official 
members of the Council, by means of the single transferable vote, be 
appointed to inquire into and report at an early date as to what practical 
steps may be taken in order to effect a reorganisation of the Police Depart¬ 
ment on a more economic and efficient basis." 

My proposal is so modest that I feel that there cannot be any ground 
for serious opposition: nay, I have been so much encouraged by a state¬ 
ment made by my friend, Mr. S. B. Das in the press, that I feel confident 
that even those members, who* could not support me during the supple¬ 
mentary police budget debates, will not hesitate to give me their valuable 
support to-day. In coxirse of a letter published in the Amrita Bazar, 
PatrUin of the l^fh May last, Mr. Dae said:— 

I fully agree with the view that the Police Department should be managed more 
eoonomically and efficiently. * 

These are the actual words used by him, and indeed, even a casual 
student of the administration of Bengal must admit that the Police 
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expenditure Las jfone up beyond all proportion and that there ie an 
incessant need of improving tjie efficiency of the police. 

It seems, Sir, that the Government has also not been idle about this 
matter. If I am not much mistaken, I beliet^^e, that since the last ses¬ 
sions of the Council, the district officers hove been asked to arrange con¬ 
ferences with the local members of the Legislative Council, in order to 
secure their advice as to how economy may be effected in the district 
Poli<;e expenditure. '1‘here was one drawback about this conference, rir., 
that the members had not been given sufficient time. I do not know what 
has been the result of these conferences in other districts, but, if I am to 
judge by the result in my own district of Tippera, I have the greatest 
confidence that retrenchment may safely and surely be effected. 

The police is rather a delicate and thorny subject, and I believe that 
our criticism of the police department is looked upon by the authorities 
with a sort of half-amused contempt in the curious impression that the 
police is an easy target for members of the Council. Critics of the police 
department have been charged with idiosyncrasy even inside this Council, 
but does this Council know. Sir, what was the attitude of the authorities 
in England, when the question of Police reform was taken \ip? When 
Robert Peel introduced the Police reforms, we find, on the authority of 
Captain Melville Lee’s History of the police in England, that the new 
ptdice were not popular at first, that many people were ready to find fault, 
but that every complaint was regarded as made in good faith, and that 
Commissioners invesligated each .case; weak members of the police were 
removed and public confidence gained. This, Sir, is the proper attitude 
to treat criticisms, and I sincerely trust that in this reformed Council, the 
old fetish of the prestige will never be brought up to cow down honest 
criticism. Unless the administration of the police can keep pace with the 
standard of efficiency which modern conditions demand, there can be no 
hope of the successful working of the Reforms. Efficiency of the x>olice 
is the true criterion of the prestige of the Government. 

Let us see how the Police Department is now being managed and at 
what cost. What is the standard by which to judge the efficiency of the 
police? It may not be unknown to many members of the Council that 
the police in England is one of the most efficient in the world. What is 
their standard of efficiency? I will quote here one of the rules that werq 
laid down for the guidance of the new London police, as early as the thir¬ 
ties of the nineteenth century:— * 

Prevention of crime was inculcated as one of the great duties of the Police; this 
duty was placed higher than the duty of detecting and securing the pimislunent of 
the offender, and officers and men were alike told that absence of crime would be 
looked upon as the best test of tiieir efficiency. 

Here we have a definite test of efficiency laid down and acted up to 
for the successful reform of the London police, l^et us see how the police 
in stands this supreme test. 



1921.] 


POiaCE DEPARTMENT. 


911 


The province of Bengal, as at present constituted, dates fnmi 1915?, 
and I shall take some figures from th^ police administration reports, since 
that year. The number of reported crimes in 1912 were 80,999; in 1914, 
it was 83,532; in 1918, it was 99,613; and in 1919, the last figures avail¬ 
able, it was 107,696., i.e.i during 7 years, the number o'! crimes hfts 
steadily go;ie on increasing, till it shows an increase of 34 per cent^, in 
seven years. The history of the CJalcutta Police, as judged by the increase 
in number of crimes, tells the same sad story. This is the result of statis¬ 
tics. Lf»t us now go on to authoritative opinion on the subject. I shall 
not tire the patience of the House by going into old history. The last 
ofiicial authoritative opinion was given in the first few years of this, the 
twentieth century. Lord Curzon, in his third budget speech, in 1901, 
thus descrilMjd the administration of the police. He said that grave 
abuses had crept into this branch of the service and were responsible for 
administrative and judicial shortcomings, that were generally deplored, 
besides producing a widespread and legitimate discontent. As a result 
of this authoritative statement, the Indian Police Commission was ap¬ 
pointed and submitted its report in 1903. This Commission, presided 
over by Sir Andrew Fraser, came to this conclusion: — 

The Police force is far from efficient; it is defective in training and organisation; 
it is inadequately supervised; it is generally regarded as corrupt and oppressive: 
and it has utterly failed to secure the confidence and co-operation of the people. 

This was in 1903. Eighteen years have passed since then. Govern¬ 
ment have tried to give effect to some of the recommendations of the Police 
Commission, money has been lavishly spent. From a mere Rs. 59 lakhs 
in 1905-06, the cost of the police has gone up to lls. 1 crore and 90 lakhs 
in 1921, showing an enormous increase of 216 per cent, in course of 15 
years. 

But have things improved very much? Some improvelnent has, no 
doubt, been effected, but has it been able to keep pace with the standard 
of efficiency demanded by modern conditions? The steady increase in 
the number of crimes has shown how this test of efficiency has failed. 
Then again, even during the past few years, some of the important judi- 
ciaL courts and even the High Coxirt have severely condemned the con¬ 
duct of the Police in some cases. The Mussalmanpara Lane bomb case 
is still fresh in the memory of many people. Only the other day the 
Sealdah munition case showed the conduct of the Police in lurid colours. 
The Sindhubala affair can never be erased from the memory of the people 
of Bengal. It is no use multiplying instances. Let us only examine two 
typical cases that have occurred during the last few months since the 
introduction of the reforms. I mean the Mohunganj and the Kalighat 
shootidg affairs. I take these cases because it is only in an emergency, 
that the calibre qf a force can be judged. Here is the Mohunganj affair 
in a nutshell. A large number of police recruits from the training 
college o! Sardah, pursued the escaped convicts from Rajshahi Jail and 
reached Mohunganj at dead of night. One Subedar-major and two con- 
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stables who had gone forward to reconnoitre, reported that some forty 
persons, who looked like convicts, were sleeping in a shed in the village 
and the police naturally (mark the word naturally) tried to arrest the in¬ 
mates. This was done evidently without making sure that they were 
really convicts. It now transpires that the sleeping people were not con¬ 
victs at all, hut ordinary coolies. The police fired shots and. one death 
occurred . The Government communique says that **there was an unfor¬ 
tunate mistake over the whole affair." Sir, mistakes and misunderstand¬ 
ings are very convenient terms. But is it not curious that when one man's 
mistake means another man’s death, such mistakes have a tendency to 
recur in this unfortunate coutnry P We have read in the story books, how 
the chivalrous Don Quixote of old mistook the windmill for an army of 
giants, but it seems that the days of chivalry are not yet gone. Sleeping 
coolies seem to make a good target for the bravery of many a chivalrous 
policeman. Let us now go on into the Ealighat shooting case. An inno¬ 
cent man was shot dead hy a European police sergeant. Here is what the 
Government resolution says about the affair—“It is clear to the Gover¬ 
nor in Council, that the sergeants, evidently with a view to screening one 
of their number, have failed to tell the truth . . The Governor in 

Council can only unreservedly condemn the attitude of the sergeants 
concerned." It is out of place to go into the details of this sorry business 
here, there will be time enough for that, but I ask, in all seriousness, is 
it not a shame that this is the class of men for whom the Council voted 
an increment of pay and house allowance only the other day; nay, these 
are the sort of men, for some of whom quarters are to be provided even 
against the vote of this Council P 

I am not fond of using strong language, and it is not my business to 
enter into a diatribe against the police, but I ask this Council, has the 
police force, as at present managed, fully proved its e%}iency P Has it 
done its best to secure the cordial co-operation of the public ? There is 
plenty of room for improvement, and I request this Council to appoint a 
Committee to inquire into and report as to how this efdciency can be at¬ 
tained. 

To come now to the extraordinary increase in the cost of the police 
administration, I shall not take much time of the Council. A simple 
statement of the figures will be the most forcible argument that I can use. 
In 1905-06, when the revenue of Bengal was Rs. 6 crores and 50 InVlia 
the police expenditure was Rs. 59 lakhs. The revenue now is Rs. 9 crores 
and 60 lakhs, whereas the police expenditure is Rs. 1 crore and 90 iahks 
’i.e., when the revenue has increased by less than 60 per cent., the police 
expenditure has gone up by more than 215 per* cent. The following 
figures of police expenditure will prove instructive. In 1906, police 
expense was Rs. 69 lakhs; in 1912, Rs. 83 lakhs; in 1916, 116 lakhs - in 
1918, 132 lakhs; in 1919, 143 lakhs; in 1921, 190 lakhs. Before the in¬ 
auguration of the reforms in 1918-19, the proportion of police expen¬ 
diture to revenue, as far as tlte whole of India was concerned, was 1 in 
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20, trhereas in Bengal to-day it ia 1 in 5. Can extravagence go any 
futtlierP The time has surely come when the whole question should be 
seriously considered and who can do it better than a representative Com¬ 
mittee of this Council, as proposed by me. 

I think, I owe it to this Council to show broadly and, in a few words," 
how economy and efficiency may be effected. Here also a comparison 
with the English police will be found useful. It may he news to many 
members, that in the early ninteenth century, the London police was 
in a sad state. As Captain Melville Ijee says. “ England was passing 
through an epoch of criminality darker than any other in her annals.” 
How was this state of affairs improved ? Not by repression by any means. 
As the same author siiys ** in the history of England, strong rei)res8ive 
measures have never led to a decrease in the number of criminals.” Is 
India different? 

It was the reform of the police that was badly needed, and Robert Peel, 
in 1832, passed his Act for improving the police; the main principles laid 
down for working out the reforms included— (t) that prevention of crime 
was the first duty of the police, and that absence of crime would be looked 
upon as the best test of efficiency, and (it), it was impressed upon the 
police force that it vras their duty to keep perfect control of temper in all 
circumstances. Have these two duties been impressed upon the police in 
this country P 

Then again we find from Captain Melville TiCe’s history that it was ho 
easy matter to recruit a force with the necessary qualifications of honesty, 
intelligence, and good physique. In the first 8 years, out of a total f^rce 
of 30,000, there were 5,000 dismissals and 6,000 resignations, but the 
authorities persevered and never faltered; success crowned their efforts 
at last. May I ask. Sir, if the authorities in this country have approachG<l 
police reforms in this attitude P May I ask, Sir, how many officers ami 
men have been dismissed or made to resign as a result of their censure by 
courts of law. May I ask. Sir, what has been done to the officers connect¬ 
ed with th6 Sindhubala affair? The whole country is keenly waiting to 
hear what is done to the sergeants of the Ealighat affair. 

To come now to some broad details, as far as I have been able to study 
the matter, it seems to me that the Police Department may be reorganised 
on the following lines;— 

(1) A greater Indianisation in the higher grades of the Police Depart¬ 
ment.—^The very first sentence of the preamble of the Government of 
India Act^ which has brought the Reforms, speaks of increasing associa¬ 
tion of«Indians in';aU branches pf the administration. I believe that a 
pitiful II per cent, is the highest proportion sanctioned for Indians. 
Surely 60 per cent, is not too much to ask now. 

(2) Amalgamation of the Calcntta and Bengal Police.—This matter 
has been discussed timee without numhet since Mr. Halliday (afterwards 
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Sir Frederick Halliday) first took it up in 1838. Even in 1873, Sir George 
Campbell, Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, was for amalgamation of Cal¬ 
cutta and Bengal Police. Both the Government of India and the Secre¬ 
tary of State then approved of the matter, but it was deferred. This 
proposal has gone through various phases, and there is no reason why it 
cannot be taken up again under an I.C.S. Inspector-General, specially 
when the Bengal Government and not the city of Calcutta, pays for its 
upkeep. It passes ordinary comprehension how a Police Sub-Inspector 
working in Bhowanipur gets Rs. 150-250, when his brother Sub-Inspector 
gets only Rs. 80-130, working a few hundred yards away in Alipur. 
The expenses at the top of the Calcutta Police are very great. Even as 
late as 1887, the Finance Committee of the Government of India noticed 
by a comparison with Madras and Bombay, thaf the Calcutta Police 
establishment was the most expensive of the three. 

(3) River Police.—I do not know why the river police should be kept 
as a separate establishment. 

(4) Military Police.—^The Indian Police Commission of 1903, after 
careful inquiry, came to the conclusion that the military police in Bengal 
should be abolished. Has that recommendation been followed? If it 
had been, we should not have heard so much of these men to-day at Chand- 
pur and other places. The authorities should remember the well-expres¬ 
sed maxim that the strength of the police ought to be not that there is a 
military force behind, but that there is the good will of the people behind 
it. 


The PRESIDENT: I hope you will not bring the Chandpur incident 
into this discussion. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (5) Then, there is the much 
vexed question of the Railway Police, and as to who should maintain its 
upkeep. There does not seem to be any reason why the Railway people 
should not pay the whole cost. 

(6) In Bengal, for the important work of investigation, there is only 
one class of officers, i>w., Sub-Inspectors, wheraas for inspection or super¬ 
vision, there are six classes of officers, viz.y Inspectors, Deputy Superin¬ 
tendents, Assistant Superintendents, Additional Superintendents, Sujper- 
intendents,' and Deputy Inspectors-General of Police. There is some 
duplication of work in supervision, and it is not unlikely that supervision 
may be carried too far, and may sometimes and not in looking over, the 
work but rather in overlooking it. Why cannot the number of Deputy 
Inspectors-General be reduced P Why cannot the posts of Inspectors and 
Deputy Superintendents of Pdlice be amalgamated or. their total number 
reduced ? Why cannot the number of the superior service men be 
reduced? 

(7) Then there is the Intelligence Branch. Why can it not bo 
abolished altogether? In England, it has been said that the people have 
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always a terror of espionage and haTe Tiewed with oriticai eyes any sys¬ 
tem that employs spies. Is the mentality of the Indian people very 
different from that of-the English people in this respect? 

MFb CATHCARTs May I rise to a point of order. This motion asks 
for a Committee, but it seems to me that the mover is trying to guide the 
deliberations of the Committee before permission has been given even 
to form the Committee. 

TIm PRE$IDEHT! I think he is in order. In urging the necessity 
of a Committee, he is entitled to show that there is room for reorganisa¬ 
tion and eccmomy. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAH DUTTAs I need not go into any more 
details. I have only suggested some broad points that have appeared 
important to me; it is the Committee that will go into details and suggest 
what practical steps may be taken. My suggestions may or may not be 
the best that could be made, and I want to make it clear to those who may 
differ from me in details, that the adoption of my resolution does not mean 
the adoption of these my suggestions. If the Council is pleased to adopt 
my resolution, which I sincerely trust it will, the Committee will be in 
the best pasition to go into details. ' 

As regards the formation of the Committee, the Goveimment has 
recognised the necessity qf taking recourse to the single transferable vot¬ 
ing system for getting representative standing Committees, and I think, 
this is the best means of getting a Committee which will carry the con¬ 
fidence of the Council. The two official members will be able to help 
with their administrative experience. 

Before I sit down, let me once more give emphasis to these two 
points— 

(i) Unless some substantial economy is effected in the Police expen¬ 
diture, no important nation-building work can be taken up; nay, not only 
that, the Government is in danger of becoming bankrupt. The excessive 
police expenditure hangs like a heavy load around the neck of Bengal, 
and the burden must be lightened. 

(u) As for efficiency, unless urgent reforms are effected, the Police 
will not, end cannot get the cordial co-operation of the public, without 
which no police can do successful work. Let there be no cry of false 
prestige; the true prestige of an administration lies in the efficiency of 
its Police. 

The PRESIDENTS I call upon Eumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray to 
move^iis resolution. It is very much of the same kind, though not 
identical. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: This CouncU recommends 
to the Ooyernment that a Committee consisting of nine members, six of 
whom are to be elected from, and by, the nomofficial members of the 

ol 
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Council, in accordance with the principle of proportionate representation 
by means of the single transferable vote, as laid down on page 204 of the 
Council Manual, be immediately appointed to inquire into and report on 
the administration of the Police iti Bengal, in such manner as the Govern¬ 
ment may direct, with special reference to the following:— 

Whether any change ih the existing system of the Police administra¬ 
tion, effecting a reduction of expenses without impairing its efficiency, 
is possible. 

My resolution is analogous to one which has been just moved, and I 
am much obliged to the mover of the previous resolution Jor the very 
able speech which he has made and which has therefore considerably 
lightened my task so far as making out a strong case in favour of the 
appointment of a committee of inquiry is concerned. Sir, the Police 
alone shallows up a fourth of the total revemies of this province. 
Rightly or wrongly, people feel that the expenditure is rather too much 
for the presci’vation of internal peace and order. They are also not satis¬ 
fied with its present efficiency and think that there is scope for increasing 
the efficiency and at the same time reducing the expenses. We, the 
representatives of the people here, must perforce voice this feeling. We 
are in duty bound to inform the Government that it is on a perilous way 
we are travelling, where we must cry halt, and look round. The other 
day, in this very hall, we had effected a reduction on the police demand 
in obedience to this popular feeling. But later on we were made to realise 
that the system of administration that we now have, is such that the 
whole fabric of police organisation would collapse, if the entire demand 
of the Hon'hie Sir Henry Wheeler were not satisfied. It was a regiilar 
contest between the popular feeling on one side and the exigency of the 
State, as represented by the bureaucracy, on the other, and in the end, 
the latter had its way. It was not expected that it should be so. 
Whereas the State officials were masters of details, we, the represen¬ 
tatives of the people, were groping in the dark. We could only be ex¬ 
ponents of general principles. In view of our financial position and 
crying needs of the nation-biiilding departments, retrenchment and pre¬ 
vention of waste, wherever possible, were felt by us to be an absolute 
necessity. The Reforms, the most generous gift of a great nation to a 
backward nation, are on their trials. We had sought for them, we have 
got them and we mean to make them a success. And, therefore, our 
greatest concern now is that a discontented and overtaxed people might 
not think that the Reforms are a failure. It was for this reason that wo 
foiight for a reduction of police expenses and we hoped that we would 
be able to make the authorities realise the situation and agree to a reason¬ 
able reduction. But they contended tliqt no Teduction was possible 
under the present system of administration^ They convinced the majo¬ 
rity of the House and they won. But, Sir, the moral victory was^^aurs. 
If the maintenance of the police alone in a country requires a quarter of 
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its reTenues, it proves one or the other of the two facts, viz.^ either the 
administration of the Police Department is faulty or there is an internal 
disorder in the country of a serious and chronic nature. But, Sir, the 
police reports do not justify the latter. It is the system of administi'ation 
which is defective. Then, Sir, there can be no doubt about the fact that 
there is still a strong feeling in the countiy against the heavy police 
expenses. I assert. Sir, even Sir Henry WtfeMer realises this, otherwise 
he would not have asked the district authorities to confer with local 
Council members and try to find out what .economies are possible. But 
this method has got several drawbacks. Not all the members are pro¬ 
perly equipped for such a complex inquiry nor can every one of them 
devote sufficient time iCud labour to this matter. So I sxiggest that a 
committee be formed composed of members who are ardent in the matter, 
and able and willing to sacrifice time and energy. And as they will pro¬ 
ceed with their inquiry, they will gather greater experience and confi¬ 
dence and a comparative estimate of different districts and different con¬ 
ditions would enable them to generalise and come to definite conclusions. 
Sir, my resolution differs with the previous one inasmuch as I have fully 
made over the scope of the inquiry to the Government. The number of 
members in the committee suggested by me is also larger so that it may 
be properly representative of official views'as well as tljie views of the 
different schools of thought in this Council. Sir, 1 hope the House 
would agree with me when I say that the Government fully deserves all 
our help in this very difficult matter. We, in our turn, expect the help 
of. the Government and a hearty co-operation of the heads of the depart¬ 
ment, The onslaught which Sir Henry Wheeler has to bear is due solely 
to his onerous charge. We all know that this increased expenditure does 
not benefit him in any way. But his is the unpleasant task of trying to 
defend and to defend a system of administration and the cost of maintain¬ 
ing it, which to a large section of the public, rightly or wrongly appears 
to be defective and objectionable. So I move this resohition with a view 
to lighten his burden and make a representative committee of this House 
share in the blame or praise for the administration of the Police Depart¬ 
ment. 

One word more and I finish. It might be said that all this increased 
expenditnre is due to giving effect to the recommendations made by the 
Fraser Cojnmission, after a careful and prolonged inquiry- To this. Sir, 
my reply would be that in many cases the Government has not followed 
the recommendations. In some cases it has acted contrary to the recom¬ 
mendations. To give one instance, the Commission recommended the 
abolition of military police but on the contrary the Government of Bengal 
has gfven it a better status and converted it into the East Bengal Frontier 
Bifies at an enormous cost. We had a taste of its usefulness the other 
day at Chandpur. Moreover the recommendations were made at a time 
when there was no talk even of granting us responsible form of Self- 
Government. The recommendations were made with a view to 
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strengthen the hands of the bureaucratic form of Government and the 
police were thought to be the best link between the people and the 
Government. But all this is now changed. Now we are moving fast 
towards the Government of the people, by the people and for the people. 
The whole outlook is changed and we must have a changed system of 
police administration to suit the changed conditions. 

Rai HARENDRAKATH CHAUDHURI: 1 beg to support the resolu¬ 
tion that has been so ably moved by my hon’ble friend Babu Indu 
Bhushan Dutta. That police expenditure and efficiency in this pro¬ 
vince are subjects of perennial public criticism admits of no doubt. 
Some of the criticisms may not be well founded in the opinion of the 
Government, but it cannot be said that all of them are prejudiced and 
none of them is backed by reason. 

It has been a fashion nowadays, Sir, whenever police questions are 
raised to set up the Bombay ideal and .exQimple and work out the pro¬ 
portion of the strength of the police force to the number of population 
in these provinces. Why the number of police in Bombay has come 
to be so high and what is the history behind it nobody takes pains to 
enquire. Only to silence criticism the present figures are quoted and 
it is thought that the very last word is said on the subject. 

However tv use an argument much on the same lines I cannot 
resist the temptation of quoting the following figures. 

In the absence of later statistics I am obliged to quote figures for 
1918. 


1918. 


Total Dnmber 
ol coastoble*. 

Number of lospec- 
tor9>Oenera] aod 
Deputy luapeetora* 
Ornaral. 

Number of 
Saperin- 
tend Bute. 

Number of 
Anletant 
Supertu. 
tendenta. 

Number of 
Dei uty 
Superiu- 
te^eiita. 

Nurabet'of 

luapeeton. 

Number of 
Sub fnepeo- 
ton. 

1 

Number of 
SergeaoU. 

1 

Bbngal. 




1 




27,e78 

Bombay. 

24 

. 43 

50 

27 

280 

1,827 

192 

31,036 

10 

1 

46 

28 

41 

207 

974 

86 


Now it will be seen at a glqnce that police administration in Bengal is 
proportionately by far the more top-heavy than in Bcanbay. While 
Bombay manages more men in the police force by much less superior 
and subordinate officers^ in Bengal,not constaHes but officers are be¬ 
ing increased as fast as it is possible to do so. 

What is the net result of this disproportionate increase of officers 
and high salaried, posts. In t^e first place it* is increasing the cost of 
police administration in this province beytmd all propmiion. Thus you 
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Mrill find that while the total cost of police in 1918 was Its. 1,00,64,570 
in Bombayi in Bengal it was Be. 1,27,22,620; yet at so much smaller 
cost Bcanbay had 1 police to every 636 men, while the proportion of 
police to population in Bengal was 1 to 1,644. 

Secondly, this costlier and much more expensive arrangement has 
not secured greater efficiency. This is apparent from the following 
figures;— ^ 


1918. 


Number of oiuee 
in wiilch property 
W09 sloleui 

Number of 
OMM In which 
property wai 
recovered. 

Percent* ge of e«aei 
to whiob property 

1 wee recorered to 
CBSM in which pro¬ 
perty was ttolen. 

Amoaut of 
property atolen. 

AmouDt'of 
property re¬ 
covered. 

Percentage of value 
of propeity to- 
covered to value of 
property ttden. 

* 



Ri. 

Rs. 


Bsngal. 






66,34C , 

13,907 

21-0 

43,83,554 

6,04,075 

13-8 

Box BAY. 



t 



26,779 

14,445 

53-9 

32,91,611 

10,72,204 

1 

326 

• 


And who knows if such detection and such efficiency are not making 
for a rapid increase of crimes in our hapless province. It may well 
he reinaj'ked at least that the recoveiy of stolen property in this luo- 
Vince is in inverse ratio to the number of Inspectors-General and 
Deputy Inspectors-General. 

And if this is the brilliant record of the Bengal police with regard 
to theft cases, its achievement in the detection of cognisable crimes and 
secuipng conviction thereof is equally marvellous. Thus in 1918 (the 
latest year for which statistics are available, while of 103,515 cognis¬ 
able crimes reported in Bombay 69,625 cases met with conviction and 
only 16,342 cases went undetected; in Bengal of 182,553 reported cases 
in 97,669 cases only conviction was secured and as high as 44,039 
number of:cases went undetected. If such a state of things does not 
call for a committee of searching inquiry when about two crores of 
rupees i.e., a quarter of the receipts of the Government of Bengal are 
being oBered at the feet of the police we do not know, Sir, what state 
of things will justify such a step. 

A 1 

Rai MMilENbRA OMAN DR A MITRA Bahadurs The resolution of 
Babu Indu Bhiishan Dutta urges that a committee be appointed to inquire 
into and report as to what practical stepa may be taken in order to 
efSect a reorganisation of the Police Department on a more economic 
and efficient basis: 
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There are two questions before the Council for decision. Firstly, 
is there any necessity for the reorganisation of the Police Department? 
Secondly, if a reorganisation is necessary, what effective st^ should 
be taken in this connexion? Begarding the first proposition about 
which I need not say much, can there be any doubt that the claim for 
reorganisation by the people of Bengal is reasonable ? We must first 
of all take into consideration the popular feeling of the people of this 
country, and that feeling is one of the factors which place me in a posi¬ 
tion to say to the Council that a reorganisation is necessary. Now if 
you look into the facts, it will be a matter for consideration that the 
expenditure which Bengal has to incur is a very heavy one and, if that 
be so, can it not be argued on behalf of the people of Bengal that 
attemi>is should be made by Government to reduce the expenditure ? 
Now, my friends who have moved the two resolutions have already 
brought to the notice of the Council that so far as the superior officers 
are concerned reduction would be i>ossible and that as far as the num¬ 
ber of constables in Bengal is concerned, it is a smaller one. My exper¬ 
ience also warrants me to say that the proportion of constables in 
Bengal is a lower figure. There ought to be a wholesale reorganisa¬ 
tion. First of all, it would be necessary to see whether there ought to 
be a change or not and, if it be agreed that there should be a change, 
then I submit that effective steps should be taken to give effect to it. 
I am fully aware of the fact that Government has already noticed this 
matter and tliat information was sent to the District Officers in this 
connection, but so far as the latter is concerned, it is not so verv satis¬ 
factory. If a committee of non-official members of the Council "be for¬ 
med, it will be time for gathering facts. If the committee had figures 
of the number of crimes in each thuna for the last five or ten years, then 
it will be a matter for consideration whether two or eight sub-in8i)ectors 
are to be kept in each thana or whether the number of constables kept 
there in charge of the police work can be reduced or, not. It will also 
be for the committee to consider the number of members of the com¬ 
mittee in each thana. With facts and figures before them, the com¬ 
mittee only can come to a safe conclusion whether the number of police 
officers engaged in a particular area should be kept on or reduced. 
Such matters would require careful consideration and the work of the 
committee may be helped by the superior police officers who have better 
and more intimate knowledge of these matters than non-official men>ber8 
who do not understand police affairs. I thoroughly understand the 
situation of the country and also the feeling of the country which is the 
everyday talk here, there and everj'wkere and I do, therefore, feel it 
my duty to put before the Council that it is necessary that there should 
be an inquiry as to the reorganisation of the Police Dej^artment. There 
ought to be a harmonious feeling between the people and the jmlice^ 
Unless that harmony exists,*all the attempta made by the police to check 
crimes will prove useless and the people will not ask the police to work 
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with them. If they do, I am sure all the unpopularity of the police will 
vanish and then you will find that the people themselves will serve imlice 
oflScers. In a neighbouring locality, I have the duty and ]>leasure to 
form a defensive police force and I want to bring to the notice of the 
Council that the people's force—call that police force or people’s force— 
is working harmoniously with the police ofiicers in the locality. I have 
been informed that Government have recognised the services of the 
people’s force and if the people’s defensive force in that locality can work 
haivnoniously with the police, I fail to see why other defensive forces 
in other parts of the country shonhl not woi’k harmoniously Muth the 
police. My submission to the Cotincil is that I feel, and I strongly 
feel, that there ought to be good feeling between the police and the 
lieople. Unless it is worked out by any means, all the expenditure which 
may be one crore or two ci*ores will be of no avail to check crimes. 
Therefore I take this opportunity of explaining in all humility my views 
in this connection, and I respectfully ask the Council to form a coin> 
miitee for the purpose of first of all seeing whether there ought to be a 
change or not and, if there should be a tdiange, there would be no diffi¬ 
culty on the part of officials to reduce the high expenditure. We are 
fully aware that when we came to the Reformed Council for the first time 
we had two words in our brains that is “ economy ” and “ cHiciency.” 
When we entered the ChamW, we saw the words “ economy ” written 
on the walls of the Council. In that view of the matter, I do fully sup¬ 
port the resolution moved by Babu Indn Bhushan Dutta. 


Babu N ALIN I NATH ROY: I support this re.solation as I wish that 
more money must be made available for the development of the country. 
If people are enabled to earn more and to produce more they may be 
expected to live an honourable life. It was one that is responsible in 
many cases for the increase of crimes in the country. It is want of edu¬ 
cation and sense of responsibility towards fellow-brothers that also con¬ 
tribute to the larger number of offences in the country. When we com¬ 
pare Bengal with an area of 78,699 square miles and with a {wpulation 
of 45,483,077 with the United Provinces with an area of 107,267 square 
miles and a population of 47,182,044, the number of districts 28 and 48, 
total police force 27,460 and 36,668, we find that the iKjpulation and 
number of districts is larger in the United Provinces than in this pro¬ 
vince, but the cost of police in Bengal exceeds the cost of the United 
Provinces. , • 

The PRESIDENT: I don’t think these details are strictly relevant. 
We are only considering the question of the appointment of a committee 
to investigate if economy can be effected in the Police Department con¬ 
sistent with efficiency. 

B^u NALINI NATH ROY: Surely Bengal is in no respect back¬ 
ward to the United Provinces. Then why should there not he a decrease 
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of expenditure in the province. If we appoint a committee to investi¬ 
gate the possibilities of reduction of expenditure there cannot be any 
complaint that we are not looking to the maintenance of order and tran¬ 
quillity within the province. In my own districts it is want of healthi¬ 
ness that is at the root of inefficiency of the police because the police 
force generally suffer from attacks of malaria. Unless we drive out 
malaria, increase of staff may be resorted to, to give relief; but that will 
not reduce the possibility of the increased staff being rendered inefficient 
through malaria attacks. Hence the driving out of malaria in our dis¬ 
tricts is essentially necessary to make the police more efficient and vigor¬ 
ous. In other districts other reasons are at work but all those are 
traceable, to the want of development in the country that is needed, 
and we must anyhow find money to effect the purpose and it is the 
development of the country that will surely lessen the number of crimes. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : At this fag-end of the day, 
I do not propose to detain the House with any lengthy speech. All I 
can say is ihat I whole-heartedly support the proposal of the immediate 
appointment of a committee as proi^sed in these two resolutions. It is 
an admitted fact that the police expenditure is gradually increasing and 
the country is groaning under the burden of that. It might be argued 
that the reason for this is that the crime has considerably iocrease<l. 
But I think there might be some other reason at the root. It is a 
matter for inquiry whether corruption on the part of the investigating 
officers is responsible for the inefficient administration of the police. I 
can spqak of my own district where for every crime, for every report of 
crime, the complainant is to pay a rupee for recording the information; in 
some cases the informants are even to pay two rupees. No doubt it is 
a defect in the investigation department. That is the state of things in 
my own district. I do not know why the prevention of crimes is not 
proj^rly attended to. Yille^e chaukidars have to go to the police- 
station every now and then; for every report they have to accompany the 
complainant. In fact, the village chaukidars do not attend to "their 
watch duty at night. They work for the sub-inspectors and procure 
things at cheap rates for the high officials. Somehow or other they are 
not available for the night duty, and the result is that thieves are not 
detected at *dl. If the services of the chaukidars ore not made avail¬ 
able in the detection of bad characters, the whole money spent for them 
goes for nothing. Prevention and detection of crimes are the most 
important factors. 

The PRESIDENTS I do not thidk Uiese matters are strictly relevant 
to the motion. 

Babu KIBHORI MOHAN CHAUDHUirif I can say is that an 
investigation is absolutely necessary. The' olW day, in an informal 
conference in our district, We found that out of SJY poUce-stations 3 
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could be easily abolished, if not more. The Police Department is> I 
think, a top-heavy department and some economy can be effected at the 
top. If hereafter there be a separatiop of judicial and executive func¬ 
tions of the district magistrate* he can devote much time to the admin¬ 
istration of the Police Department. So 1 think a proper investigation 
is necessary to see how the prevention and detection of crimes could be 
efficiently effected. In fact there is much room for improvement here. 
So I think the pro]^sal is a very good one and should be accepted by the 
Council and a committee appointed to report on the circumstances. 

With these few words, I heartily supiwrt the resolutions. 

Mr. G. MORGAN: I move that the question be now put. 

The PRESIDENT: I think 1 must give the Hon’ble Sir Henry 
Wheeler an opportunity to. speak before I put the question. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: These two resolutions are 
similar in object and somewhat similar in form, as although the numeri¬ 
cal strength of the committee proposed by Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta 
is slightly smaller, and the proportion between elected and non-elected 
- members slightly different, yet the object of both the resolutions is, as 
1 understand, to ask for an inquiry with a view to ascertaining whether 
economies can be effected in the administration of the police without 
sacrificing its efficiency. There are words in both resolutions which 
might be interpreted in a wider sense, extending possibly, in the extreme, 
to a general indictment of the police force, and in that sense the resolu¬ 
tions, of course, would be entirely unacceptable to Government; but I 
take it that the meaning which I have just mentioned is really what is 
in view, and it is on that basis that the matter is discussed. 

Now, BO far as the request is one for an inquiry whether greater 
' efficiency can be obtained at less cost, I may say at once that Govern¬ 
ment are not opposed to such an inquiry. Anybody who has sat in this 
Council for a month, much less anybody who, as I have, has sat in it 
for some years, knows that the question of the police is one of consider¬ 
able interest to all members, and it is evident that it is a question on 
which misunderstanding and misapfn'ehension prevail to an extra¬ 
ordinary degree. If by an inquiry anything can be done to clear up 
this misunderstanding, anything can be done to impart to a portion of 
the members an exacter knowledge of what the details of x>olice 
administration are, and if anything can 1>e done to put a stop to this, 
incessant wrangling over the subject of police expenditure in Bengal, 
then certainly all that would be for good. While, obviously, if we are 
in a position to effect economies without sacrificing efficiency, we shall 
Im only too ready to do so. 

But 1 am bound to cqnfc^ that, urhile recognising that the re(]piest 
^for an inquiry is not uimatural oh the part of the Council, and while 
admitting the request to be one to which Government would be wise to 
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accede, one cannot altogether shake off a certain amount of apprehen¬ 
sion as to what the methods and results of this inquiry may be: all 
depends upon the spirit in which the inquiry is approached, and I should 
have been glad to have heard this afternoon some more definite informa¬ 
tion as to the exact lines which it “is proposed to explore with a view to 
bringing about changes in the existing organisation. Bnbu Indu 
Bhushan Dutta gave us a few details, but apart from them the argu¬ 
ments fall into the two old categories—^the police is inefficient and the 
jiolice is expensive. But in reiterating this charge of -inefficiency we 
still have no recxrgnition of the circumstances in which the police have 
to work and the difficulties they have to sumqunt. We have totals of 
crime produced before us without any analysis of the reasons to which 
the fluctuations are due. All is ascribed to this one great fault “ in¬ 
efficiency.” 

Now, Government have never denied that the police is not as efficient 
as it ought to be. In fact this view permeates the whole of the pro¬ 
vincial police literature. But Government are also iminfully conscious 
that when, on occasions, they do make proposals to remedy this state of 
affairs, say, to introduce a better type of officer or to strengthen the 
sui)ervision which is exercised over them, they too frequently find not 
co-oi)eration but opposition in this Council. It is difficult to appreciate 
how, assuming that inefficiency is largely due to the unsatisfactory 
character of the subordinate material and to the inadequate supervision 
by higher officers over it, this can be cured by curtailing the superior 
staff so that suimrvision will be weaker, extending jurisdiction, thus 
making charges mure heavy and responsibility greater, and generally 
in the name of economy cutting down expendituTe upon which the effi¬ 
cient administration of the department rests. 

As regards the cost, nothing has been said this afternoon in recogni¬ 
tion of the reasons for the rise in police expenditure in Bengal, which, 
moreover, is 'common to other provinces in India: I mean the rise in ihe 
cost of labour, the increase in the complexity of administration, and the 
development of the country, particularly in the industrial sphere. To 
these three main reasons, which I have often previously emphasised, 
not one speaker unfortunately has- made any reference, this afternoon. 
Wc are told again and again that the police is expensive. Certainly it is' 
expensive. But may I give the Council a few figures? I take the 
actuals of 1916-17 as compared with those of 1920-21. Taking these 
two periods, it is true that the cost of the police in Bengal has gone up 
roughly from Rs. 96,00,000 to Hs. 1,31,60,000; but in the TTnited Pro¬ 
vinces the cost has gone up from Rs. 93,75,000 to Rs. 1,34,50,000; in 
Madras it has gone up from Rs. 89,75,000 to Rs. 1,42,00,000; in Bom¬ 
bay it has gone up from Rs. 82,00,000 to Rs.y 1,33,50,000. Therefore, 
it is not in Bengal alone that police expenditure has gone up. The 
factors that have lieen operative in other provinces have been equally 
opj^rative in Bengal. 
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Apart from these two defects which we are asked to cure, it might be 
inferred from some of the speeches which we have heard that police 
administration in Bengal has sprung up haphazardly without any plan, 
supervision or attempt at improvement. Is that the case? 1 am not 
going to inflict upon the Council a history of police administration in 
Bengal. But as must be well known to many members, the local system 
of XK>lice in the early days of the Company was under the control of the 
zamindars, and for practical purposes there was no police judged by any 
modepn standard of efficiency. The Company slowly and gradually 
attempted to improve it; and it is to be remembered that it is only in 
comparatively recent years that the improvement of the police system 
was effected in England: outside the metropolis it may be said to date 
from the year 1839. In their attempts to improve the police, the Com¬ 
pany did away with the zamindary police system and established the 
thanadary system in lt92, relieving the village watch from their sub¬ 
ordination to the zamindars. That was the foundation of the modern 
police system in Bengal, and the arrangements made in those early 
years were vitiated by defects which have been constant ever since. 
Men were under-paid, there was no proper supervision over them, and 
they were entrusted with charges with which, their staff was unable to 
cope. Was the daroga on Rs. 25 ever likely to be an angel, and was 
^ he with an establishment of a writer, one or two janiadars and a score 
or two of barkandazcs, supplementing the village watch, ever likely 
to be able to manage properly a charge of 29 miles square ? And be it 
remembered that in those days there were no Superintendents of Police. 
These are the common police defects in Bengal to-day, and ever since 
those early days we have had inquiries after inquiries, committees after 
C 4 >mmittees, seeking means of remedying these deficiencies. If that is 
Ihe history in outline of police administration in Bengal, a committee 
of non-experts is taking on a somewhat large task if they think that 
fundamental desfeots in police organisation can easily be discovered which 
were hitherto unknown. I am not aware of‘the lines upon which the 
committee proposes to work, and it must be left to it to lay them down. I 
have been endeavouring within the last few months to compile detailed 
information as to the state of affairs in individual districts, and I hoped 
to have been able to lay it before the Council to-night, together with 
the views on each district of the local officials and members of the 
Council. But the inquiry has taken a longer time than was expected, as 
membefs of Council in some cases found it.difficult to attend, and in others 
asked lor elaborate statistics which it would have taken months to 
compile. However, although some six or seven replies are still want¬ 
ing, it is interesting to note that, speaking generally,.those which have 
come in .do not point to the probability of any marked reductions being 
possible. An attempt has been made to ffout these inquiries qn the 
ground that members are net all experts and may not have been able to 
find time for a proper examination of the question. But it seems to 
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have been forprotten that an inquiry of this kind has this ppreat advantage 
that members are being consulted about mattejra concerning which 
they have personal knowledge, and not on issues affecting other i>art8 of 
the I’j-esidency about which they know little. 

Another point to which I may refer vtiih a note of warning is the 
effect of such an investigation on the discipline of the force. At present 
there is considerable discontent prevailing throughout most ranks of 
the police, and if an inquiry of this kind is not conducted usith singular 
discretion, the discipline of the force may be seriously impaired. ■ 

Another danger is this. The committee will find that there are few 
districts in which the existing ranks are satisfied with their jiay and in 
which the local officers are not able to bring forward many schemes 
involving an increase of expenditure. The opportunity is very likely 
to be taken to represent alleged grievances as to pay, and discontent may 
increase if requests are refused. 

Apart from that the inquiry itself will clearly be an expensive one, 
as if it involves touring on the part of the members, touring is expen¬ 
sive, while if witnesses are brought to Calcutta there is equally the cost 
*oi that. There is too the incidental expenditure resulting from inter¬ 
ference with work and the transfer of the time of officers from their 
ordinary duties to this special purpose. 

For all such expenditure the Council will be asked to grant a vote, 
and I trust it will be clearly understood that the acceptance of this resolu¬ 
tion will entail the acceptance of a subsequent proposal for expenditure. 
While then Government do not opxmse the proposal for an inquiry, I have 
thought it desirable to point out one or two pitfalls which possibly sur¬ 
round it. Of these risks Government cannot but be conscious, but they 
acquiesce in the recommendation in the confident expectation that the 
inquiry will be undertaken with a sincere and earnest desire to secure 
efficiency in the first instance. If economy can, be combined with effi¬ 
ciency so much the better, and we shall all rejoice. But we trust that 
proposals will not be laid before us which, in the sacred name of 
economy, will entail the scrapping of safeguards and systems which we, 
who have had more to do with the working of the department, consider 
essentijd for its proper working. 

Mr, R. M<. WAT80N-8MYTH moved that the question be now put. 

The PRE8IDENTS I will take FTo. 19 as an amendment to No. 18 
and put the amendment first. If that is carried, the original motion can¬ 
not be put. 

Bebu INOU BHU8HAN DUTTAl I do not wish to make any dis , 
tinction between the resolution and Gie amendment. If the mover of the 
amendment has no objection, 1 will accept his amendment. Mtdicm 
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No. 19 WM then put and agreed to. The other motion was deemed to have 

been withdrawn. 

Bsbil JOGENORA NATH ROY being absent, the following motion 
which stood in his name wtls deemed to have been withdrawn;— 

** This Council recommends to the Government that steps be taken 
to rmntroduce the ferry steamer service between Narayanganj wid 
Munshiganj (Dacca).” 

The following motion stood in the name of Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt: 
"This Council recommends to the Govenument that steps be taken to 
produce a Bengali translation of the Bengal Village Self-Government 
Act, with necessary notes and explanations, hnd that the same be made 
accessible to the public of Bengal through the medium of post offices 
thanas and dispensaries.” 

TIm presidents The Member of Government in charge of the 
resolution is absent. Perhaps you will agree to its postponement. 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Yes, certainly. 

The PRESIDENT. The resolution is placed at the bottom of the 
Agenda Paper. ' 


Adjoumimnt 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Wednesday, the 6th 
July, 1921, at the Town Hall, Calcutta.* •* * 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 

• provisions of the Government of India Aet. 

% 

The Council met in the Town Hall, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 6th 
July, 1921, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

The Hon’ble the President, the H\)n’ble the four Members of the 
Executive Council, the Hon’ble the tliree Ministers, and 93 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

/ (to which oral replies were given). 

Conversation between Mr. K. C. De and Babu Akhil Chandra 
Dutta regarding Assam tea garden coolies. 

*XXXVII. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of tlie Political Department aware of the purport 
of a conversation between the Divisional Commissioner of Chittagong 
and%abu AkhiFChandra Dutta relating to the recent happening at Chand- 
pur, published in several papers and that the action of the said Commis¬ 
sioner has been severely criticised by both Indian and European jour¬ 
nalists and ptiblic men ? 

(h) If so, has the Hon’ble the Member ascertained from the Divisional 
Commissioner himself whether the purport of the conversation as pub¬ 
lished is substantially correct, or whether there is any prevarication of 
tnith in important particulars in the above statement? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’blo the Member be pleased to state those parti¬ 
culars and the truth so far as the Government have been able to ascertain 
them ? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the HofPMe 
Sir Henry Wheeler): («) Yes. The conversation referred to was 
not an interview, and the Commissioner and the District OflScer were not 
cross-examined in the manner shown in the published statement. There 
were general conversation on the occasion of three separate visits paid 
by Babu Akhil Chandra Dutta to the Commissioner, at which others were 
also present, the main subject discussed-being how best to arrange for the 
welfare of the ooolies. 

(h) and (/r) Government have ascertained from the Commissioner-that 
the report of the conversation as published is inaccurate in many respects. 
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In jM>iae (iaimi answers giran were nol iins^rs to tba qnesiinns io 
wi^li t&erf w«i^ aj^nded, in others the questions are distorted and are 
not the actual questions to which the answers were given, while in others 
both tib:e qu^tion and answer are incorrect. The most important items 
in,«<the conversation are those in which the Collector is stated to have said 
tint the removal of the coolies from the railway station was carried out 
in order to produce an impression, and the Commissioner to have observed 
that he proposed to fight the non-co-operation movement with the aid of 
the Gurkhas and ihat he wanted to produce a moral impression with 
the Gurkhas. The statement imputed to the Collector is incorrect. Mr. 
Wares said that there was an impression among, the coolies that the law 
could be broken with impunity, and that he could not allow this to con¬ 
tinue. The statement had no particular reference to the eviction of the 
coolies. Mr. De made no statement to the effect that he proposed to fight 
the non-co-operation movement with Gurkhas, and as regards the moral 
impression, what he conveyed by his remarks was that he had then 
sufficient force to check any violence among the non-co-operators, and that 
the presence of the military police would prove this to the people and 
create a moral impression. He never threatened ** to stop the hartal at 
any cost” or “to take other drastic repressive measures." He never 
threatened “to send the Gurkhas to the town." 

Mr. De has detailed other inaccuracies in the account of the conver¬ 
sation, and has made the general criticism that Babu Akhil Chandra 
Dutth has ohly put down such parts of the conversation as suited his pur¬ 
pose. The upshot of the Commissioner’s report is that the conversation 
as reproduced in the press could only convey, in various important res¬ 
pects, a misleading impression of what was said. 


Price and supply of quinine. 


*XXXVIII, Babu KlftHOm MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Bevenue (Land 
Revenue) aware that the charitable dispensaries are being required to 
arrange for a big stock of quinine, especially in the malarious districts ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the rate of prices of quinine supplied from the 
Government plahtationB is three times the pre-war rate, and that even 
^e rates published in the Calcutta Gazette are not followed in i^me 
insiancMf 


. (c) If ao,, are4he Government considering the desirability of reducing 
the salevprice to mufadsal charitable dispensaries if free supply is an 
impossibili^f' . . " 

t a DEPARTMEHT W RIVINUB [LAND 

i|^fi||i|l|^| th* Mahartjndhiraiu OabiHlttr ef BttHliir9n)e 
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(&) The price of quinioe supplied to hospitals and dispensaries in 1914 
was Ils. 13 per lb. It is now Es. 48 per lb. The rates published in, the 
Gasette are followed. 

(c) The member is referred to the reply given to starred question 
No. II at the ineeting of the Bengal Legislative Council held on the 1st 
April, 1931. 


Unstarred Questions 

(Answers to which were laiit on the table). 

Buiok cars for taxi-business. 

145. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY t (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Police Department been drawn to 
the application of Messrs. M. T., Ltd., of No. 1, British Indian Street, 
Calcutta, for the registmtion of their Buick cars for taxi-business? 

(6) If so, will he pleased to state the special reasons as to why the 
said application has been rejected ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware,of the fact that these cars used 
to be registered by the police for taxi-business about two years ago, and 
also that a large number of these cars has been imported by the said 
company for taxi-business ? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler), (a) and (6) The Buick cars presented for registra¬ 
tion as taxi-cabs did not comply with the rules under the Motor Vehicles 
Act and registration was refused for that reason. 

(c) During the war when the import of suitable motor-cars was' res¬ 
tricted, the rules were relaxed temporarily in respect of the specifications 
prescribed for taxi-cabs. It is no longer necessary to allow such con¬ 
cessions, but in order to avoid hardship to dealers, the Commissioner of 
Police is accepting for registration for a certain period, a certain pro¬ 
portion of Buick and other types of motor-cars, which do not comply 
strictly with the rules. 

Recommendations of Ministerial OfRoeri* Salary Oommittoe. 

146. Babu BHI8HMADEV DAS: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state what are the 
recommendations of the Committee appoints to advise as to the revision 
of pay of ministerial officeio.^and menials? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANQE (tfio Mfn’Mt 
Mr« Kerr)i The Member is referred to the Beport of the l^lariira 
tee and to the note of dissent, copies of which Will he laid oh the ^ifeWe 
during the present session,’ 
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Ti^tfig thumthimpraiiion In/rtsitlnrtiMi oRUMi 

; 1/17. tiUto BHI8HMADEV DASs (a) Is the Ron’ble the Minister 
in fi h^ rge of the Department of Education aware that in registration 
offices it is the rule to take the thumb>impression of literate and respect* 
aUe Indian executants on the back of the documents and in the register 
of thumb*impressions, and that as a matter of practice such impressions 
are not taken in the cases of European executants? 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of exempting 
literate Indians, or certain classes of literate Indians, from affixing their 
thumb^impressions ? 

MINISTER In charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’Mo Mr. P. C. Mitter)l (a) Under rule 52 of the Registration rules, 
literate executants are required to affix their thumb-impressions on their 
documents, as also in the book of thumb-impressions, if they are not 
personally known to the registering officer. Clause (4) of the rule, how¬ 
ever, provides that the registering officer “ may, in his discretion, dis¬ 
pense with the taking of impressions in the case of European ladies and 
gentlemen and other persons of position regarding whose identification 
there can be no doubt or room for suspicion.” 

(6) The system of identification by means of thumb-impressions is 
the best possible, as it reduces to a minimum the chances of false persona¬ 
tion, and Government do not propose to exempt literate executants as a 
class from the operation of the rule. The wording of the rule is however 
defective, and it will be amended by the omission of the words “ European 
ladies and gentlemen and other. . . .” 

Pradtioo of tying under-trial prisoners with ropes and leading them 

through public places. 

148. BabU 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Department aware that under-trial 
I^soners, and even persons against whom a police inqtiiry is pending, 
are led openly through the public streets and places, by the police after 
tying them up with long ropes? 

(Jb) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware of a feeling that exists that 
such treatment is unnecessarily humiliating and that it creates pre¬ 
judice against them in the estimation of the public and thereby hampers 
them in their defence in the cases brought against them? 

(c) Wheii was this system introduced and by whom? 

(d) MHiat is the average number of convictions for offences for escap¬ 

ing from police custody during each of the five years before and after 
^ mtrodttotion of this systeip? . 

, («) Dr the Hon’ble the Member aware that the carrying out of this 
m uoi always insisied upon, but that in many instances it is left 
id the discretion of the police officer concerned? 
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The Hon’Me Sfr HCNRY WHCltCllr(«), <&) end <e) Peraone 
arrested by the police may be secured by ropea ip certain ci^^cumstjances. 
The instructions for the Bengal Police are contained in rides 159 and 1^ 
of the Police Begulations, Bengal, Volume 5, which are as follows 

** 159 (a)! Handcuffs shall be kept in good order. If broken, they 
shall be mended or replaced without delay. 

(5) Great caution shall be exercised at all times in the removal of 
handcuffs or other fastenings from prisoners en route, whether by land 
or water. 

(c) In non-bailable cases prisoners shall be handcuffed in couples, the 
right wrist of one to the left wrist of the other. In bailable cases prisnners 
shall not be handcuffed, unless violent, and then only by order of ^ the 
officer in charge of the station. 

If it is necessary to handcuff a prisoner in a bailable case, the reason 
for doing so shall be entered in the general and case diary and in the certi¬ 
ficate in P. R. B. Form No. 242. 

(d) In all cases in which the use of handcuffs is necessary, but no 
proper handcuffs are available, the prisoners may be secured by ropes or 
pieces of clothing. They shall not be subjected to more restraint than is 
absolutely necessary to prevent their escape. Ropes, when used, shall 
be so tied as not to interfere unduly with proper circulation, and shall be 
replaced by handcuffs as soon as possible. 

160. (a) The use of handcuffs is often an unnecessary indignity. 
They shall be used only when violence is anticipated and they are clearly 
required to prevent the escape of the prisoner. 

(6) Witnesses arrested under section 171, Criminal Procedure 6od4, 
^ shall not be treated as criminals and handcuffed, but simply as persons 

arrested under civil process. 

(c) Exceptions to rule 159 shall be made in favour of prisoners who 
ky age, sex or infirmity, are easily and securely kept in custody without 
handcuffs.’* 


The rules for the guidance of the Calcutta Police are as follows t— 

^’Prisoners arrested by the police for transmission to a Magistrate' or to 
the scene of an inquiry should not be subjected to more restraint than il 
necessary to prevent their escape. 


In bailable cases prisoniars should not be handcuffed uidjass yh^ent, 
and then only by order of the officer in charge bit the j^lice-statiqn. 

In the case of two prisoners whom it is necessary to handcntiff,' 
w^dl be handcuffed in couples, the right wrist of pna to the left wflist.of 


XTn^r no circumstances should . moroMihait two 
together by handcuffs. , 
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: £a: aU ttBMs in wkiolL the use ol haiidoaffs is bUow«« 1 and %lb(ni no pro- 
p«)r hAndctiifi are atailaUe, ilie. prisoners xxuty be secured by ropes until 
bandouffs can be procured. 

vBiMuld there be a head constable in charge of a party of prisoners, be 
muat walk behind the prisoners and their escort and not in front of them." 

It will thus be seen that the use of ropes is allowed only as a substitute 
for handouffs and in circumstances in which the use of handcuffs would be 
permissible, such restraint being enforced only when it is necessary for the 
security of the prisoners. Under-trial prisoners in jail are conveyed 
between the jail and the courts in Calcutta and Dacca in prison vans. The 
Commissioner of Police has applied for another motor prison van for the 
conveyance of arrested persons from the section and sub-section houses 
to the central lock-up at Lai Bazar and the matter is under consideration. 
A van was asked for at Howrah some time ago, but it has not yet been 
found possible to supply it. The alternative to the escorting of prisoners 
in public is the use of closed prison vans. These could be used only in 
urban areas; their employment in the mufassal is not practicable. 

Further inquiry will be made whether the existing orders require to be 
supplemented in any way. * 

(c) and (d) The information is not on record. 


PractiM of tying offenders with rope on tho waist* 

14d. Baku BHI8HMADEV DAB: (a) Is the Hon'ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department aware that alleged offienders after 
arrest are tied by the police with a rope on their waist and taken through 
pubUo places? 

(h) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state whether such a 
practice exists in any other civilized country ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of discontinuing 
such practice? 

The Hon’blo Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a), (h) and (c) Attention is 
invited to the answer to unstarred question No. 148. 

Balai^ Ceniinittea*s Report. 

.180* Haillvi ABDUL KARIM : (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge df ^ Department of Finance be pleased to state when the report 
of the Ministerial Officers' Salaries Committee, which was to be sub- 
Wiited'by^he diet March, 1921, was actually received "by the Govern¬ 
ment, and when the Government's resolution on it will be published? ■ 

>':IH 'i?'Syi ;tii!Sx« 5 >ort of the Committee'and the evidehca or memoran¬ 
dum ;moord^ it be published for general informatioliP 
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• 

( 0 ) Are the GK)yeriinieiit considering the advisahility of publishing 
their scheme for ascertaining the yiews .of the puhhc as well as of the 
ministerial officers before issuing final orders on the subjects 

{d) Is the Hon’ble the Member now in a position to state the approxi¬ 
mate rate of increase which the Goyernment propose to introduce in the 
substantiye pay now drawn by the ministerial staff P 

(e) When do the Goyernment propose to giye effect to the new scale 
of salaries to the ministerial officers ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. KERR: (a) The report of the Salaries Committee 
was received by Government on the 29th April, 1921. TheTnote of dissent 
was received on the 10th June, 1921. Government propose to deal first 
with the recommendations as regards the pay of menials and hope to lay 
before the Council their proposals as regards these during the current 
session. 

(6) and (c) The report of the Committee, with the note of dissent, 
has already been laid on the table during the present session.' 

(d) and (e) Government hope to lay before the Council their pro¬ 
posals as regards the pay of ministerial officers in the September session. 

Passengers’ fares and waiting rooms steamer companies. 

151. Maiilvi FAZLAL KARIM: Will the Uon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state— 

(t) the decision of the India General Navigation and River Steam 
Navigation and Railway Company, Limited, on the resolution 
passed in the last session asking them to reduce the passengers’ 
fares to the rate of fares of the Government-owned raOways; 

(it) if the Company has any proposal for furnishing waiting-rooms 
in any of its stations; 

(tit) if so, in which station, and when are they to be erected P* 

MEMBER, in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT Ctho Hon’ilto 
Mr. Kerr): (t), (u) and (Hi) When the resolution in questicm was pawed 
a promise was given on behalf of Government that a copy of the dimus* 
sion in Council would be sent to the Joint Steamer Companies for their 
consideration. The Steamer Companies have not been addressed as the 
printed record of the proceedings is not yet available; but it will be sent 
as soon as it is ready. 

Considerations while fixing the of mlfiiitorial offl^re. 

IS®. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM i WiB th. Hwi'We a. H«>a» i* 

charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to stete— 1 

(i) the standard .Upon which the pay of ministenal and inenial dloera 
IS fixed'; ^ -t . > 
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(w) ^®^tJ»«frpay i8 takena8tlienidriors«ppUmentary sow^^ 

ox moome for their maintenance; 

(m) p.« 0 ii. an officer U eipeotea to maintain with hie 

' “ ”>a» of the olaee of the 

TnTSretrr -““-nee. clothing 

I*J* n*'j*’** *!r' *^®****® W- ^^*0 pay variee according to the class of 
work to be done, the- qualifications required and the locality. 

(w) The pay is taken as the main source of income 

(in) Government have no information. 

r referred to Appendices I and II to the Salaries 

foi^ Baport, Volume I, where some material for estimates will be 


Muhammadan Offleara for Jails. 

in !“■ <“> Hon'ble the Member 

in charge of the Department of Berenue (jails) be pleased to state 

(.) whether it is a fact that some of the jails have no Muhammadan 
officer at all; and 

(n) of Muhammadan prisoners form the majority 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing orders 
to place at least one Muhammadan officer ( warder or jailor) in each iail 
where 30 per cent, or more of the convicts are MuhammadTi ? ' 

department of REVENUE [Jails] 

Is j ^**^‘"'f®****"* <*> All jails have got Muhammadan 

officers, head warders and warders being included. 

Itfnhammsdnn prisoners form the majority in 
(&)• The qtiestion does not arise. 


Pay of ministerial officers. 

Hon'ble the Member in 

g of the Department of h mance be pleased to state 

■ ^ ™P»™»«>«P«y*>f ministerial officers in 

. . M likely to be published; and 

> « «»«* •«! be’ given to it and, if so, bom 
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Tht Hm’bto Mr. KERRs (i) The Salaries Committee report, with 
the note of dissent, has already been laid on the taWe during the present 


(u) The report is under consideration of Government, and no decis¬ 
ion has yet been come to as to the date from which the proposals will be 
given effect to. 


Expanse on Covemnmt launches or motor boats and thefr usa 

and loan. 

blel^*M!l!Ilk***^i,*^’ M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur:(a) Will the Hon'- 
e the Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to lay a 

s a emen on toe table showing the number of Government launches or 

iMtor hot, for aae ot Ooyeniment officers in Bengal, giying 

i ?. “ *'“> ““'■“I charges for maintaining 

each of them (launch by launch) together with a cost of repair? 

(b) Will the Hon’bje the Member be pleased to state for how manm 
days each of these ofBcers use each of these launches for their official 

duties, and how many miles each of them travel during the last 12 

months, and what was the cost of coaling for each P 

alio cfficiala to whom lannchea a« giyan for n.e 

:fflro^os::rpir;nir ^ 

(d) If so, with whose permission P 

■ /*) offlcor of the tranaferred department 

la lent »» one ot ^e jeered departmenta, and it ha, coal in it, to whom 
la the coat debitedi the former or the latter, and how u it adjnatedP 

• ****** W Ooyemment are not in poaaea- 

aion of all the detatla nMeaaary to raid, to theae qaeationa. A ^ of 

of th.lJ rf ntaamara, ateam lannchea, etc., under the cTtrol 

gL* TT* V »* “formation 

desired by the Member, has been placed in the library. 

(tf) and (d) Government launches may not be lent to private 
men, but the <^cialg to whom they are allotted may lend^hei^at their 
discretion to officers of other departments. 

(«> A copy of Finance Department letter No. 6678 F..* dated OVA 


*Not prbrtaAiw these Proeeedihgs. 



tm.] QUESTIONS. m 
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if|| ilfi^Kfon of nritiiosMt in eivil oourts. 

tS6* Bobu BHISHMADEV DAS* (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Judicial Departhient aware that in the new form of record¬ 
ing the depositions of witnesses in civil courts a heading under “ Caste ** 
has been introduced? 

(h) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state the reasons for 
this departure ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware of a feeling that exists that wit¬ 
nesses of the depressed classes may feel delicacy in stating their caste in 
open court, and that the practice tends to accentuate caste distinction? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of discontinuing 
the practice ? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur Rahim): (a) Yes. 

(b) The High Court considered that references to the caste of parties 
or of witnesses were unavoidable. 

(c) No. 

(d) No. 

Conduct of nurses in female wards of the Calcutta Medical College 

Hospital. 

1S7. Babu BROJENDRA KI8HOR RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) With 
reference to the answer given to my unstarred question No. 132 of 
the 1st April, 1921, will the Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Depart¬ 
ment of liocal Self-Government be pleased to state what inquiry was 
made regarding the truth of otherwise of the statement made in clauses 
(c) and (d), of the abovementioned question justifying the character¬ 
isation of it as an ‘insinuation conveyed under the cover of this ques¬ 
tion?** 

. (b) When, and by whom, was the inquiry made ? 

(c) Were the patients qgked about these allegations ? 

MINISTER in otiargo of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
OOVERNMENT (the Non’bio Sir Surendra Nath Banerjaa): 

an^d (b) A reference was made to the Principal of the Medical College 
and the Professor of Midwifery at the Medical .College and Obstetric 
and Surgeon at the Eden Hospital, whose reports were received 
in the latter half of March. 

, (c) It does not appear from the reports that the patients then in the 
hnipita} were asked about these , allegations. In this connection Oie 
attentioit of the Member is invited to clause (d) df the r^ly given to 

question >eferred to, in which it ’was stated that no complaints had 
^ revived of any insults to or ill-tfeaim«it of ]^tients: 



m Ot^TlOM. ternMl 

inployiiMiif of undo^-lriil priioiiora In tho Koiiiir fNib^oif. ' 

148. Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQi (a) Will tlie Hoii4e the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to say whether 
it is a fact that the Sub^isional OfElcer, Kandi (in Murshida^d)^ used 
to exiploy under-trial prisoners at the Kandi Sub-Jail for grinding his 
flour and rearing his vegetables? 

(&) Has the action of the Subdivisional Officer the approval of Govern¬ 
ment P 

(c) If not, what steps have the Government taken to put a stop to tne 
practice? 

ThO Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) No; the Subdivisional Officer 
reports that it is not a fact. 

(h) and (c) These questions do not arise. 

Mouivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Are the Government aware that two non- 
official visitors of the Jail complained about the matter contained in the 
question to the Commissioner of the Presidency Division ? 

Tha Hon’blo Sir ABD"UR>RAHIMs I must have notice of the 
question. 

4 

MftUlvi EKRAMUL HUQ: Will the Government be pleased to 
collect- 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul- 
Huda): 1 cannot allow that. It is a request for action. 

Salary Gommittae’s mport. 

18S. Mr. K. G. M, FAROQUIS (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Deportment of Finance be pleased to state whether the 
Ministerial Officers’ Salary Committee have since submitted their report 
which was due by the 31st March, 1921 ? 

(h) If not, why not? * 

Of tbe Rs.' 45. lakhs provided in the Sudget for the purpp|e 
iml>rbving the pay of the ministerial and menial establishments during^ 
tfae^^, how mudh is proposed to be expended on account of each of the^e 
ejg^blithmdntsK' 

(d) What is the strength of the ministerial and menial eatabUsh* 
mehts separately? 

' (e) Is it in the contemplation of Government to |ay the .j&lary Gcpn* 
mttee’s rejhrt before the Council for consideration and also lo furawh n 
c&y to the President of the Ministerial Officer^’ Conference before fli^^ 
oraem! thereon tpe passed b^ Gq;;^ernment? • . , 



|tei4 QrEsxioirs. m 

TN Hpa’IiI* Mr.- KilIRt (tf) and (fc) The Goxamittoii sttbmit- 
ted their reports 

(e), (d) and (e) The member is referred to the report, a copy of 
which, with the note of dissent, has already been laid on the table during 
the present session. A copy has already been supplied to the President 
of the Ministerial Officers' Conference. 


Quidilfeation of oertain professors in the Calcutta University. 

160. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
MiOister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state— 

(t) the year in which the gentlemen named below completed their 

career as students; 

(ii) the date on which they were appointed as professors, or to other 

officers of the University; 

(iii) the total amount of remuneration they draw each year for all 

kinds of sei'vices done to the University; 

(iv) the various kinds of offices they hold, and 

(v) the vaiious subjects in which they ai^e appointed examiners or 

paper-setters or both:— 

(1) Babu Promotha Nath Banerjee; 

(2/ Babu 'llama Prosad Mukherjee; 

(3) Dr. Anath Nath Chaiterjee; 

(4) Babu Satish Chandra BoyP 

(b) Is it a fact that Dr. A. N. Chatterjee has been provided with a 
motor-car, which is maintained by the Calcutta University F 
. (e) Is the Inspector of Colleges provided with a motor-carP If not, 
what is the reason for this differential treatment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: A statement which has been receiv¬ 
ed from the Begistrar, Calcutta University, is laid on the library table. 

Running of munieipal (scavenging) railway in Calcutta. 

Id. Or. dATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Is the Hon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Goyernment aware 
that the municiital railway which runs through the heart of Calcutta is 
a nuisance to the public, and is detrimental to the health of a large 
number^f the Calcutta population P 

(b) Is it a fact that the attention of the Government has been 
repeatedly drawn to this matter by different Inspectors-General of Civil 
Hospitals and Superintendents of the Campbell Medical Schools, and 
others? 

- (s) thS Hoh'ble ^4'l^ini^r be pleased to state what steps have 
hseh takeh by Government to rem^y this state of things? 
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[6ixt 

The Hon’IiltSIrSlIRENDRA NATH RANCR<l£At (a)' OoTevDffile&t 

are aware of the nuisance caused by the municipal railway. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) The Member is referred to the answer given to clause (b) of un¬ 
starred question No. 29 asked by Mr. Tarit Bhusan Boy at the meeting 
of the Legislative Council held on 7th February, 1921. Subsequently, 
the Corporation was addressed on the subject of the nuisance caused by 
the railway in the neighbourhood of the Campbell Hospital,, and a copy 
of the Chairman’s reply No. S 1172, dated the 9th June, 1921, mention¬ 
ing the steps taken by the Corporation to mitigate the nuisance, is laid 
on the table. 


Copy of a letter referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 161 (c). 


No. S 1172, dated Calcutta, the 9th June, 1921. 

*Fbok—C. F. Paynb, Esq., o.b.i., i.o.b., Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation. 
To—^The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Local Self-Government Depart- 
* ment, Medical Branch. 


With reference to your letter No. 1037 Medl., dated the 14th April, 1921, for¬ 
warding an extract from a letter from the Surgeon-General with the Government of 
Bengal on the subject of the nuisance caused by the municipal railway in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the Campbell Hospital, I have the honour to state that at the request 
of the Campbell Hospital authorities a special telephone arrangement was installed 
about two years ago in order to prevent the detention of loaded refuse trains in the 
Entally railway yard. It is extremely rare that refuse trains are detained at this 
point, and on the few occasions upon which they are unavoidably detained, the 
duration is only for 5 to 10 minutes and in each case the train is backed as far away 
from the Campbell Hospital as possible. The empty wagons are generally taken 
direct to the platform, but one train of such wagons is kept in the yard at night 
for the next morning service. These wagons are cleansed and disinfected during the 
hot weather months when epidemics are prevalent. The Health Officer recently 
inspected the railway yard and examined the wagon distribution register. He 
found no collection of flies at the time of his inspection and was satisfied with the 
arrangements for cleansing the empty wagons. He, however, suggests that the 
cleansing and disinfection of empty wagons should be continued throughout the 
year instead of being done during the hot weather months only. Tb give effWCt 
to this suggestion, the General Committee have at their meeting held on the 
2nd June, 1921, sanctioned an additional staff. It will thus be seen that the 
Corporation are doing everything possible to minimise the nuisanbe complained of. 

2. As regards tffie removal of the refuse platform to Cffiuqerihatta/t^ edi^ruc- 

tion of the new platform at Palmer’s Bridge will be conunenced duripg the current 
yeer. The execution of the scheme for the removal of wfuse Iqr motor brries will 
.teqtrfre a great deal ol^organisation, and it is not possible to sky at present wheii 
it wDH be completed. Fourteen motor lorries have allready been p|urchased for the- 
mo.tor conservaney service and two electric lorries are expected shortly. An officer 
hsa been placed on special duty to organise the details of the service, and the matter 
^ Probed on as rapidly as possible. 


in. 


Trains from CiloMta to 

01% JATiNORA H^ATH MOlTjRAy^) tbe; 
in' diarge ofBailment of amar^ 
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Vh) Is ihe Hon*bl« the Minieter aware of the hardship caused to 
passengers thereby, especially in the cold weather,’ when railway 
cpqiies not usually available F- 

Are the Government considering the desirability of moving the 
Bailway authorities to provide one or two carriages in the night 
‘trains for through passengers travelling from Calcutta to Faridpur P 
{d) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the lighting arrangement 
in the trains of the Faridpur branch line is unsatisfactory, and that the 
passengers have often to use candles at their own cost? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing the 
attention of the Bailway authorities to this grievance with a view to its 
removal? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon*Me the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur); (a) 

It is within the cognizance of Government that passengers travel* 
ling to Faridpur by the Dacca Mail train change at Bajbari between the 
hours of 4rl5 and 4-38 (standard time) in the tearly morning. 

(h) Licensed coolies are available at Bajbari for handling passen¬ 
gers* luggage at train times. 

(e) Bailway statistics show that the average daily number of x>assen-. 
gers travelling to Faridpur and all stations on the Faridpur Branch Bail¬ 
way by all trains is 28, which hardly justifies the running of through ser¬ 
vice carriages between Calcutta and Faridpur. 

(d) and (e) These matters are under consideration by the Eastern 
Bengal Bailway authorities with a view to improvement. 

Borrowing from co-operative societies. 

168. Ral aOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hott’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Ind Ostries be pleased to state— 

(i) the number of real cultivating tenants who have become mem- 

Irars of co-operative societies and the amount of money, they 
have subscribed; 

(ii) the ntimberof members who are now nod-cultivators and the 

1 ! ■ s amount of money they have subscribed ? 

(ji) Is it a fact that only cultivators who borrow money from the 
SCcietieh subscribe or have to subscribe a portion of the money borrowed 
totheiund/and become members? 

’ (s) How many oultivaton have become membera without borrowing 
miosiey in the almve . 
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{d) Is there any truth in the rumour that the co>operatiTe societiM 
are made instruments by money-lenders for lending their moneys at near¬ 
ly 18 per cent, interest and for easy realisation of their debts to the detri¬ 
ment of raiyats i*‘ 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Naweb Saiyid Nawab All Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur)! (a), (i) and (u) Up-to-date figures are not available 
as statistics are collected forj^e co-operative year, i.e. from d'uly to June. 
The figures up to 30th June, 1920, are shown below:— 


Class of societies. 

I 

Total 
nnmber of 
societies. 

1 

•Total 
number of 
members. 

Total 

working 

oapitah 

Capital 
subscribed 
by members. 

Bemarks. 



1 

Bs. 

Bs. 


Asriottltiiral ... 

4,977 

167,169 

1,11,00,000 

8,60,000 

Practically all 
members are 
real oultitrs- 
tors. 

Non-»gricuUanl ... 

960 

60,676 

j 

46,00,000 

80,00,000 

Host of the 
.memhei s are 
non-cultiva¬ 
tors. 


(h) The answer is in the negative. 

(c) The information asked for is not available and the labour that 
would be involved in collecting it would be out of all proportion to its 
value.' 

(<f) There is no truth in the rumour. The attention of the Member is 
invited to the entries in column 29, Statement A of the Eeport of the Co¬ 
operative Department, 1919-20, where are shown the rates at which 
the greater part of the capital of agricultural co-operative societies is 
raised, and column 27, Statement C, in which the rates at which non- 
agricultural co-operative societies raise their capital are shown. A copy 
of the report* is laid on the library table. 

9 

Distress in Satlihira subdivision. 

164, Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur! <a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Bevenue (Land 
Bevenue) be pleased to state whether he is aware of the distress prevail¬ 
ing in the Satkhira subdivision and neighbourhood by which 200,000 
pec^le are reported to have been affected P 

(h) Has the attention of the Hon’ble the Member been drawn to 
reports by Sir P. C. Boy on the situation and'also to the latter’s r^eated 
appeals in the press for public help? 

*Not i>rini«d in these Prooeedhigs. 
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ii , Xo)iWiH4li4 Hon^ble the Member be pleased to say wbdlhfer the 
(JoTernment are considexmg tbe desirability of taking immediate sts^s 
to relieve tbe sufferings of tbe people P 

The HcMi'ble tha MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR of BURD* 
WANs (a), (&) and (c) The member is referred to the communiqui 
recently published, which gives the answers to hie questions. 

Boaraity in Khulna diatriot and the measures for relief. 

1S6. Babu 8AILAJA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the 

Hon'ble the Member in charge of the Department of Bcvenue (liand 
Revenue) aware that acute scarcity prevails in some parts of the 
Rhulna district, and will he be pleased to lay on the table the reports on 
the subject, if any, submitted by the circle officers, the Subdivisional 
Officers and the District Magistrate ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state in which part 
of the district scarcity prevails and the area and population affected? 

(c) What steps have the Government taken or are taking to relieve 

the suffering from scarcity, as also for the preservation of cattle in the 
affected areas? ' 

(d) Has any case of death through starvation been reported to the 
Government from Khulna ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAdA BAHADUR of BURD- 
WAN; (a) The member is referred to the recently published commu- 
niquS. * ' 

(b) An area of about 59 square miles in the Sadar and Satkhira sub¬ 
divisions is affected. The number of people reduced to extreme poverty 
is estimated at about 2,500. 

(c) The action taken is stated in the cov%mumqv.i. The cattle are 
rejmrted to be in good condition. 

(d) Ko; Some allegations of deaths by starvation have been made, 
but inquiry has shown that the allegations were not correct. 

ft 

•ctrelty of ooal. 

168. MauIyI YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Commerce aware that the .people 
in the mufassal are suffering great hardship owing to the scarcity of 
coal? * 

(5) ts the Hon’ble the Member aware that this is due to the shortage 
of wagons? 

](q) Is the Hon’ble the Member also aware that the price of building 
material has risen abnormally high owing to this scarcity. 

(d) What action, if ,fmy, are Government taking in the matter? 



2i4 QUESTIONS.; 16tb ^vtt 

MEMBER in oharRn of DEPARTMENT Of OOMMERDE (tbo 
Hon'ble Mh Kerr)j (a), (b) and (c) Yes. ' . 

(d) The member is referred to the reply given to unstarred question . 
No. 3 at the meeting of this Counoil^on the 7tih. February last. Since 
then the Oovernment of India have appointed a committee haying ;|oi: its 
object the distribution of wagons in the coal-fields with special reference 
to endeavouring, if possible, to distribute the wagons available daily 
between all collieries in a fair proportion and also to,, help in cases of 
urgent necessity any industry which may through the want of coal be 
on the verge of closing down. 

Training Bengalis into mercantile marine. 

167. Babu IN DU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state whether 
the Government propose to make provision for keeping training vessels 
in the ports of Calcutta and Chittagong, for training Bengali seamen and 
officers? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
Government propose to establish schools for teaching ship-building and 
navigation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: (a) and (b) As regards nautical training, 
the member is referred to the answer given to unstarred question 
at the meeting of Council held on the Isi April. No proposal to establish 
training vessels is under the consideration of Government. As regards 
ship-building, the member is referred to the answer to unstarred question 
No. 119 at this meeting. 

Bhowal Kumar and alleged high-handedness of the Mllcers of 

Court of Wards. 

166. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA; (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to lay on the table a copy of the evidence which led the Board of 
Revenue to come to the conclusion that the second Eumar of Bhowal was 
actually cremated at Darjeeling nearly 12 years ago? 

(6) Is it a fact that many of the tenants of the Bhowal Court of Wards 
submitted petitions to Mr.' J. W. Needham, the Manager, at villages 
Sripur and Mowna on the I6th and 16th March, 1921, mentioning instan¬ 
ces of oppression and illegal realisation by some Court of Wards officers 
under him, and that similar petitions were also submitted to the Cbllector 
of Dacca and to the Board of Revenue P ' 

(c) If the answer to clause (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hdn’bla 
the Membm* be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken or |f 
proposed to be taken in the matter? „ 
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The Hoii’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) The (fovernment are not prepared to lay any such 
papers on the table aw the matter must rest with the Court of Wards, who 
must be guided by the actions that may be taken by tlie claimant. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) The Naib of Sripur has been removed from there and orders have 
been passed to transfer the Circle Officer, elsewhere. Further inquiries 
have also been instituted. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Will the Oovornmenl be pleased 
to say whether the claimant has taken any action? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: It is a matter for the Board of Revenue. Government 
have no information. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: It has been stated that the Naib 
of Sripur has been removed from there. Will the Ilon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether the Naib has been discharged or dismissed ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: There is no information so far. 


Strikes in Eastern Bengal. 

169. Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Commerce aware that the recent 
strikes among the employees of the Assam-Bengal Railway and of tJie 
Indi.a General and Rivers Steam Navigation Companies have been caus¬ 
ing a great deal of incoiivenienc'e to the public ? 

{h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what action, if 
any, have the Government taken to bring about a compi-omise bolwecn 
the parties concerned with a view to bring the strike to an end ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Kerr: (a) Yes. 

(h) The strikes are not due to any ordinary economic dispute between 
capital and labour, but have been deliberately brought abput by certain 
persons for their own purposes, and the responsibility for the ptiblic 
inconvenience caused by the strikes m\ist rest on .them. In the circum¬ 
stances, Government do not feel that they can usefully intervene at the 
present stage, but they are watching the situation. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: Will the Hou’ble Member bo 
pleased to state whether they have held any inquiry to find out the 
causes of the strike? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: No particular inquiry was held, but Govern¬ 
ment had information on the point. 


o 
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Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Have the strikers or their asso¬ 
ciations declared that their strike is not due to any economic causes ? 

The Hon’ble Mrt KERR: Government are not aware that the strikers 
have made any such declaration. 


Resolutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest). 

Allotments to District Boards. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUHDER CHOSE Bahadur: Sir, the motion 
before us deals with the primary needs of the people. We saved about 
Rs. 20 lakhs by curtailment of expenditure in the last Budget. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: The hon’ble member has 
not moved his resolution. 

The PRESIDENT: He is moving his resolution. (To the mover) You 
might formally say “I move the resolution.” 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: In order to satisfy 
my young friend, I formally move the resolution that stands in my name, 
that—“ This Council recommends to the Government that out of the 
sums saved by retrenchment by the Council in the present Budget, a sum 
of Its. 1,00,000 be allotted to the district boards for tanks and wells this 
year, and a further sum of Rs. 1,00,000 be allotted to the said boards for 
medical relief to the people in accordance with the resolutions passed by 
this Council.” 

The resolution deals with the primary needs of the people. We saved 
about Rs. 20 lakhs in the last Budget by curtailment of expenditure. 
That amount should be spent, I submit, on our primary needs. The day 
before yesterday we got the supplementary Budget. Government may 
spend as much money as they like, but our primary needs must be met. 
You are all aware that this year there has been a very great drought 
throughout the province. Tanks and wells have dried up and the suffer¬ 
ings of the people are very great. Women, I know, in many places, have 
to travel six to eight miles every day for bringing water—brackish 
water—from distant tanks. People cannot get sweet water as most of 
the rivers in Bengal have dried up. In the Sunderbans which is inter¬ 
sected by salt water, river and creeks, people want, like old mariners, 
sweet water—Water, water, everywhere but not a drop to drink. 
Sir, this year the crops have partially faUed throughout the province 
and the distress is great. The people have been hard hit and they 
are unable to help themselves. The district boards have got no money 
to help the people. Therefore, I propose that the district boards 
should be helped. This matter cannot be delayed because the distress 
will continue from year to year. All that I have at, present proposed 
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is that the existing tanks should he deepened next cold weather. There 
is no time to lose. The sum is a very insignificant one. But what 
can we do? Let us have something and that before the next cold 
weather. 

As regards medical relief you are all aware that Bengal has passed 
through an epidemic of cholera this year which has not quite disappeared 
yetyou will find that the death-rate frOm cholera is still high, not only 
in the’ interior of the districts but in Calcutta also. So far as the districts 
are concerned there is no water to drink but muddy and brackish water. 
Our Minister in charge of Sanitation, who did not at first look with favour 
on the resohition passed by us about medical relief, has since been con¬ 
vinced of the great necessity. He has allotted Rs. 15,000 for it and, in 
the supplementary Budget, I find he has allotted another Rs. 15,000 and 
he has been pleased to tell me that he may be able to find another 
Rs. 20,000 for the purpose. He has also been pleased to ask me to move 
that one lakh of rupees be allotted for the purpose in the next Budget. 
It is good of him to say so but we cannot wait. The money belongs to 
the people. They pay the taxes and their urgent necessities must be 
met. Then, and then only, will they pay the taxes and enjoy, with 
advantage, the benefits of a civilised Government. I therefore move. 
Sir, that this resolution be passed. 


Ral MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahaiiur: It is highly desir¬ 
able in the interest of the mufassal people that this proj)f)sal should meet 
with the acceptance of the Council. The district boards have to labour 
under considerable difiiculties at present. Under the provisions of sec¬ 
tion 90 of the Local Self-Government Act, it is very difficult for the chair¬ 
man of the district board to provide good drinking water for the people. 
There is a corresponding section in the Village Self-Government Act and 
the same difficulty has been felt here. Many of the tanks belong to co¬ 
owners. It is very difficult to get the consent of these co-owners 
and nothing has been done. The question, therefore, will assume a grave 
aspect if Government do not come forward to help the villagers. If the 
matter is left entirely to the district boards or to the village committees, 
there is little chance of good drinking water being supplied in the villages. 
Consequently, it is necessary to consider that if there be any money avail¬ 
able, after retrenchment, the same may be utilised for this laudable pur¬ 
pose. If Government think that the district board will be in a position 
to meet the difficulties of the villages, there is no help for it. I avail 
myself of,this opportunity to emphasise the importance of the resolution 
for the consideration of the members of the Council that such money as 
may be available should be utilised. There is another portion of the 
resolution dealing with medical relief. The members of the Council 
are aware of the fact that there are few dispensaries within the jurisdic¬ 
tion of the district boards and the people are badly in want of mom 
It statistics be taken, then it will be found to what extent medical 

Q 1 
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relief is giveu to tlie people who are suffering from epidemics. Conse¬ 
quently, if a good deal of money is utilised for this purpose it will be 
a great relief to the villagers. 

With these few words, Sir, I beg to support the resolution whole¬ 
heartedly. 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH RQY: As I am intimately connected with 
the district board of Burdwan, I know the sufferings of the people of my 
district for want of drinking water. The sufferings for want of 
medical relief arc far greater and we are very thankful to Rai Jogendra 
Chunder Ghose Bahadur for this resolution of his. The fujid at the dis- 
posal of the district board is not adequate enough for the purpose. 
Some time ago, a resolutifui was passed by my district board to carry out 
the provisions of this resolution, provided the Government comes for¬ 
ward with a helping hand. I therefore, very strongly support this reso¬ 
lution. Sir, the need and the expenditure of the district hoard may 
he taken into account when the Government will he pleased to grant the 
money. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: I heartily support this resolu¬ 
tion. The mover asked for only cine lakh of rupees. The needs of the 
province are so very great that a lakh of rupees cannot possibly meet all 
the demands of the districts, but any amount would be welcome. I 
would request the members to give this resolution their whole-hearted 
support. 

With these words, I beg to support this resolution. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: I have great pleasure in 
supiKirting this resolution. Three of our hon’ble friends here—one my 
friend behind—Ra.ia Maniloll Singh Roy, the Chariman of the District 
Board of Burdwan, Babu Tankanath Chaudhuri, the Chairman of the 
Disirict Board of his own district, and Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra 
Bahadur who is an authority in district board matters have all supjiorted 
it. There is a consensus of opinion about this matter. All those gentle¬ 
men have devoted practically the whole of their lives iti district board 
work and they say that the districts do reciuire assistance in this work. 
No work can be of greater importance than the work of water-supply 
which helps to save our lives and which necessarily means life itself. 
Life first and then evei^thing else, and it is our bounden duty to supixirt 
this resolution and to say that this money should be allotted for this noble 
purpose. We all know how our district boards are scantily supplied 
with money and we all expect that something will be done by the district 
boards, but unfortunately very little can be done by them. I may also 
say that it is expected of the Hon’ble Minister in charge himself to 
move in this matter. Of course, I have every reason to believe that he 
will be the first, to accept the resolution and to give effect to it. He is 
one of those persons who have devoted their lives in administering muni¬ 
cipal affairs in the mutassal, and he is perfectly aware of the diffionlties of 



AliLOl^ENTS to i)rSTiilCt BOARDS. 


240 


1921.] 


medical treatment and water-supply in such areas. I, therefore, without 
taking up any further time of the Council, support this resolution and 
I earnestly hope that Government will accept it and give effect to it at 
an early date. We cannot afford to waste time over a raattei* of such 
importance as this. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: It must be admitted by everybody 
present here that it is with very great difficulty that the district boards 
can make both ends meet. Therefore any grant from Government to the 
district boards 'will come as a great relief to them and they will feel 
grateful to Government if this sum of two lakhs of rupees—I would say 
more money—be paid to them for medical relief and for the jmrpose 
of excavating tanks and wells. The resolution of my friend is a very 
modest one. I Avish he had asked for more money because we know that 
there are 29 districts and 29 districts boards in the province. Govern¬ 
ment have been pleased to hand over all the money which they used to get 
as Public Works Cess to the district boards since the year 1913. So that 
on an averange the district boards are getting a lakh of rupees and the 
instructions of Government are that this money which they used to get 
as Public Works Cess should be defrayed or rather should be spent for 
the purpose of medical relief, for carrying^ out sanitary measures and for 
the excavation of tanks. I think the district boards have been loyal in 
carrying out the instructions of Government, but still they find that they 
are not in a position to meet the demands of all the subdivisions in their 
<listricts. It is for these reasons that I support my hon’blo friend as 1 
have said he should have asked for a larger amount. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: T do not think that any speech is 
necessary to support this motion. I rise to speak simply because I want 
to give emphasis to the fact that this sort of resolution deserves the fullest 
support of the people coming from all parts of the j)rovince. I know, Sir, 
from personal experience of my oAvn district of Tippera that during the 
last six months, in some of the villages on the west border, people have 
died like flies for want of proper medical treatment. I think that there 
were altogether six or seven doctors sent by the district board, but, 1 
believe had not money enough to send more and many people had to go 
without any medical treatment whatsoever. 

As regards tanks for drinking water, the district boards, no doubt, do 
something to meet the demands of the people in this respect, but for want 
of sufficient funds they cannqt do more. So, I think, llai Jogendra 
Chunder Ghose Bahadur would have done well if he had asked for more 
money. As he has not done it now, 1 hope he will do it afterwards. I 
have the greatest pleasure in supporting this resolution. 

Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I whole-heartedly support 
the motion. It is a very modest demand for 27 districts in the province. 
It would be less than Rs. 4,000 for each of these districts for water-supply 
and medical aid; still it would go a great way in relieving the temporary 
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distress of the people. I know that in my district there is a great scarcity 
of drinking water and medical aid is also very inadequate. We have 
been able to save some money this year, and if Bs. 2 lakhs can be devoted 
to the purposes specified in this resolution, it will be a great relief to the 
people. With these few words, I beg to support the resolution. 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH SARKAR: The district of Bankura, 
particularly the sadar subdivision of the district, is in need of tanks and 
wells more than any other district of the province. Sir, it is a notorious 
fact that, in recent years, there have been several visitations of famine 
and that is only due to want of irrigation. It is no doubt that the dis¬ 
trict is crossed by several rivers, but the defect in the geographical con¬ 
dition of the district is such that in the summer season, when irrigation 
is necessary, the rivers dry up and so also the tanks. Most of the tanks 
are neglected for want of funds and divided ownership and cannot, there¬ 
fore, be excavated, and for this reason the poor raiyats do not also get 
drinking water at the time of need. So the proposal made by the Bai 
Bahadur is no doubt very good, but the sum that is demanded is very 
insignificant in comparison with the requirements.- It is not even quite 
sufficient to meet the wants of one or two thanas of the sadar subdivision 
of the district of Bankura. I may mention here that, during a fire that 
took place in a village, all the water that could be had in the houses of 
the villagers and also in the tanks was exhausted, with the result that 
when the fire was extinguished, the villagers there naturally became 
thirsty, but they could not get water for drinking and had to go to a 
neighbouring village at a distance of three miles to qiiench their thirst. 
So, Sir, the want is very great. It is especially very great in the district 
of Bankura and so I hope that at the time of distribution of the money, a 
large portion, if not the whole, would be expended in that district. With 
these words I support the resolution. 

Mauivi EKRAMULHUQ: Sir, I rise to support this resolution. The 
mover of the resolution has asked for a lakh of i-upees only for the pur¬ 
pose of supplying pure drinking water, but when I look to the condition 
of my district I find that about 10 lakhs will be necessary if immediate 
relief is to be given to the people of that district alone. That district, 
which was once the capital of Bengal has, during the last 10 years, lost 
1,28,000 in population out of a total population of about 13 lakhs or so, 
and that is due particularly to the want of pure drinking water and medical 
relief. The waterways are now silted up and tanks are full of jungles 
and, instead of supplying pure drinking water, they supply poison to the 
inhabitants of the place. In order to bring relief not only to that district 
but to other districts as well, it is necessary that efforts should be made to 
find more money to meet the demands and so enable the- people to live 
happily and well. I shall make a special appeal to the Minister on behalf 
of the district of Murshidabad and ask him to take into consideration the 
mortality in the district during the last 10 years when the question of 
distribution of the money comes up. 
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The Hen’bie Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Sir, 1 rise to say 
on behalf of Government that we have the deepest sympathy with the aim 
and object of this resolution. No one could have listened to the speeches 
that have been delivered in this Chamber this afternoon—to the unani¬ 
mous consensus of opinion emanating from all the districts of Bengal in 
support of the contents of this resolution—^without feeling the greatest 
sympathy, and as a Minister of Government, and also as a representative 
of the people, I feel that I should be false to myself if I did not re-echo 
the sentiments which have been so eloquently expressed. Sir, one of my 
friends—I think it was Mr. Surendra Nath Mullick—observed that he 
expected that the Minister would, in this matter, take action of his own 
accord. I may tell my friend that I have already done so. Those 
gentlemen who are members of district boards will probably remember 
that they have received a circular letter addressed by the department of 
Government over which I have the honour to preside, asking them tq 
hold conferences in each district of the leading men of the district with a 
view to formulate schemes of watei’-supply for the district and to indi¬ 
cate the cost and the financial resources from which that cost is to be met, 
and, in order to convince them of the deep personal interest which I feel 
in this matter, I have promised to be present at these conferences, if 
invited. Therefore, Sir, the matter is engaging my attention, my most 
earnest and personal attention, and I feel that it is necessary that some¬ 
thing should be done. The whole country feels it—the want of adecjuate 
and proper supply of water has been the cry of the countiy for the last 30 
years. The want of adequate medical relief has also been echoed and 
re-echoed in this Council Chamber. It has been said to-day that the dis¬ 
trict boards are unable to supply funds to cope with the difficulties of the 
situation. I quite admit that, but the remedy lies partly in the hands of 
the district boards themselves, 'raxation lies in their power. I myself 
' would be no party to the imposition of fresh taxation on a people who 
are already heavily burdened. But, Sir, it does seem to me that there 
is a way out of the difficulty. Why should not the district boards embark 
upon an extensive system of loans ui>on the hypothecation of funds which 
they possess ? It seems to me that they can do so without any difficulty 
if the loans are spread over 30 or 40 years, and they can thus raise a 
capital fund which will enable^them to meet their needs in respect of these 
matters. I may point out, for the information of the members of this 
Council, that I was present as a member of the Imperial Legislative 
Council when the question of the grant of the Public Works Cess was 
discussed, and, if I remember aright, that grant was made on the condi- 
tion^that the proceeds should be devoted to the supply of water in the 
rural areas. I am trying to inquire from my office as to w;hether when 
the grant was made over to district boards it was not earmarked for 
this particular object; and though it might not have been at that time, 
it will be my endeavour, as responsible Minister, to earmark it for 
sanitary and water-supply purposes. At any rate, the matter is one 
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which tile district boards should consider. Reference has been made 
to Government help. But the funds of the Government are not in a 
very flourishing condition. You will remember that we drew upon our 
reserve balance and that we are working at a deficit at the present, 
moment. We are waiting for an answer to the appeal which we have 
made to the Government of India for making over to us the export duty 
on jute. The matter is under the consideration of the Government 
of India and, I trust, the result will be satisfactory. If that 
amount is made over to us, we shall be in a position to meet some 
part of the requirements in respect of the sanitation of this great 
province. The resolution as it goes is all very good, but it seems to me 
that the financial situation at the i>rcsent moment is not such as will en¬ 
able us to give practical effect to it. Suppose you i>as8 the resolution, how 
will you carry it out? My friend says:—“This Council recommends to 
the Government that out of the sums saved by retrenchment by the Coun¬ 
cil in the present Budget ...” Therefore, we are to spend the 
money required out of the .sum which we have saved. What is the 
measure and extent of that .saving? Rupees 13 lakhs. But there* 
is a deficit against it; we are Rs. 15 lakhs to the bad. On the receipt 
side we have not been able to obtain Rs. 13 lakhs which we anticipated in 
respect of Stamps. From Excise we have not been able to obtain Rs, 2 
lakhs out of the sum budgeted, for. The result is that on the expenditure 
side we have Rs. 15 lakhs against a saving of Rs. 13 lakhs. So there has 
been no saving at all. Where then are we to get the money from ? How 
is the expenditure to be met. It is all very well to pass resolutions but you 
are the supreme authority in respect of finance. Give me the money ami 
I will carry out your resolution with alacrity and enthusiasm. My advice 
to the Council, Sir,—bear in mind I am in entire sympathy with this 
motion and I am quite ready to help—my advice to you is for the present 
to withdraw this resolution. I propose to jnake a statement in September 
in connection with this matter when we shall know more about our funds 
—when we shall have probably heard from the Government of India about 
the Rs. 2^ crores from jute—and then we shall be in a better position to 
judge of our financial position and our capacity to meet our sanitary 
requirements. Having regard to all these circumstances, my earnest 
appeal—I do not oppose the resolution “mind you—^to the House is to 
drop this matter for the present. I will make a statement in connec¬ 
tion with this resolution in September next. I hope my friend and the 
House will accept the suggestion in the spirit in which it is offered. 

Rsi JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bshsdur! An overflow of sym¬ 
pathy is always suspicious. District boards have been told to borrow 
money on loans mortgaging their resources. It is not so easy to induce 
the district boards to raise loans. Sir, as I have said before, our prim¬ 
ary needs must be met, we take no refusal, we shall be justified in with¬ 
holding the payment of our taxes if you do not allow us to live. Sir, 
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vce havp been told tbat there is no money and lliat we only saved 11 lakhs. 
Now, Sir, we are not fhildren. We shall take no refusal in this matter. 
This will be the first charge upon the revenues of the State. Here is 
another huiiplementary budget coming in. I^et this be passed first and 
then we will see about the supplementary budget. You never thought 
that you had no money when you sent in the supidenientary budget. 
We shall first pass this and see what the Government do. 

The motion was then put and carried. 

Burial of Muhammadan convicts. 

Shah SYED EMDADUL HAQ: “This Council recommends to the 
Government that the Muhammadan prisoners dying in jails shovild, in 
places where there is no Muhammadan Burial Association to take over 
the dead bodies for disposal, be made over to the Muhammadan heads of 
the local Muhammadan mo.sque, and that the oxivenses incurred in bury¬ 
ing the dead in accordance with Muhammadan religious custom be 
incurred by Government.” 

The member spoke in Bengali in support of his resolution. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: I support this resolution. After what 
has been said by the learned mover, I do not think it will b(^ necessary for 
me to go over the same points again. I think Christian convicts dying 
in jails are given a decent burial. I think Hindus dying in jails are cre¬ 
mated. If they are not, they should be. The Muhammadan religion 
requires its dead to be buried wdth certain rites. Sir, it is a very small 
request made to the Government and I hope it will be listened to. From 
the information w'hich I have received, I think the Government will have 
no hesitation in accepting this resolution. The Civil Surgeon at Berhani- 
pur has made inquiries whether there would be persons available to take 
up the. burial of Muhammadans dying in jails. This shows that the 
Government realises the necessity of passing this resolution. 

Mauivi HAMIDUDDIN KHANi I have nmch pleasure in supporting 
the resolution that has been jiist moved by my friend Shah Syed Kmdadul 
Haq. It is well known that it is the duty of every Moslem to see that the 
dead body of a Moslem should be buried with proper religious ceremetny. 
The ceremony coTusists mainly of washing tlie dead body and imtting on 
a new^ cloth and performing a six'cial prayer and then putting the dead 
body in the grave with certain rites. This is all the ceremony and so far 
as my knowledge goes it does not cost very much. It is quite possible 
|or the Jail authorities in every place to send information to the head of 
the mosque or to the Secretary of the local Anjuman, in case of inability 
of Government to dispose of the dead body, and I think that the Secretary 
of the Anjuman or the head of the mosque will be glad to receive the dead 
body and make arrangements for its burial. This is si>ecially a question 
of religion, and I think that, as our benign Government is very tolerant 
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towards all religions, there will be no objection whatsoever on the part 
of Government to accept this resolution. 

Maulvi SHAH ABDUL RAUF: It is a pity, indeed, if this resolution 
does not find its supporters. We all know that there are Muhammadan 
convicts in jails and that they also die in jails. It is in ^he fitness of 
things that proi>er rites should be observed in burying those poor creat¬ 
ures. It is a pity that up till now there is no arrangement in jails w'here- 
by Muhammadan convicts can be buried according to their religious 
rites—this has necessitated the introduction of this resolution. 

I beg to submit that, so far as the expenses are concerned, Govern¬ 
ment need not be anxious, because the cost of burying a Muhammadan 
is not so great as to be impossible for Government to bear it. Theie are 
local Anjumans almost everywhere and it would be better if the dead 
bodies are given to the Secretaries of Muhammadan Associations. Where 
there is no association, the heads of local mosques will be very glad, I am 
sure, to take charge of those dead bodies and bury them according to the 
Muhammadan rites. In case they want some money to meet the expenses 
which they will have to incur in connection with the burial, Government 
will be pleased to pay that. With these few words, I beg to support the 
resolution and I hope that my colleagues here will also support it. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR RAHIM: When Muhammadan prisoners 
die in jails, in places where there are burial associations, the dead bodies 
are made over to them for the purpose of burying. Where there are no 
such associations, the jail authorities make over the dead bodies to the 
municipalities who arrange for the burial the Jail authorities making 
small payments to the mxinicipalities to meet the expenses. ‘ It may be 
that in some cases the burial does not take place according to the Muham¬ 
madan rites and the Government are willing to incur whatever expenses 
may be necessary in order to see that the Muhammadan prisoners leceive 
burial according to the requirements of the Muhammadan religion. The 
resolution asks that where there are no Muhammadan Burial Associa¬ 
tions, dead bodies may be made over to the heads of the local mosques. 
We are quite prepared to do that but, in any case, where the head of the 
mosque is not prepared to take charge of the dead bodies, it will be neces¬ 
sary for Government to make arrangements with any Muhammadan Asso¬ 
ciation that there may be or the local municipality to take charge of the 
dead bodies and give them a decent burial according to Muhammadan 
religion. I therefore accept this resolution the object of which the 
Government will try to carry out. 

Shah SYED EMDADUL HAQ spoke in Bengali, in reply on the 
misapprehension that the Government member had opposed his motion. 

The PRESIDENT: I am afraid that you have not followed what the 
Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Bahim said. He has accepted the resolution. 

The resolution was then put and agreed to. 
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EEVENUE STAMPS FOR BENGAL. 

Revenue Stamps for Bengal. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: “ This Council recommends to the 
Govefument that the Government of India he moved for the issue of 
separate one-anna revenue stamps for Bengal with effect from the next 
official year so that, the revenue derived from this source may be pro¬ 
perly adjusted.” 

It has been my good fortune, or shall 1 say misfortune, to knock at 
the door of the Government of India for the last three years since the Mes- 
ton Committee came to Calcutta for the settlement of the financial rela¬ 
tions between the Government of India and this Government. As a non¬ 
official witness on behalf of the Government of Bengal before the Meston 
Committee, I urged, along with my hon’ble friend, Mr. P. C. Mitter, the 
claims of Bengal to better treatment and to give us the revenue from jute 
and at least half the income-tax. But unfortunately the claims of Bengal 
were not properly .considered either by the Meston Committee or by the 
Joint Committee of Parliament. The Joint Committee have given us 
very little. It may be after all a delusion—only one-fourth of the income- 
tax over and above the amount of income-tax derived in the year 1920-21. 

We do not know as yet what has been the fate of my resolution to give 
us the amount of the revenue derived from jute. I think that the hon’ble 
members of the House are probably aware that postage stamps are used 
as receipt stamps: that is to say, two half-anna postage stamps or one 
one-anna postage stamp might be used as receipt stamps, that is, these 
postage stumps are known as postage stamps and revenue stamps. They 
have been unified. Business men probably know that a few years ago 
we had one-anna receipt stamps quite separate from the postage stamps. 
The two have now been mixed up and we have now one sort of postage 
stamps. We get a lump sum of about Rs. 5 lakhs from the Government 
of India in the shape of contribution for the substitution of postage stamp 
for what was formerly known as one-anna receipt stamps. Ifow this 
amount was arrived at, we do not know. I think that if a separate one- 
anna revenue stamp were issued, Bengal would be benefited financially. 
In any case, it is but meet and proper that the Bengal Government should 
get exactly the amount which is due to it under this head and there should 
not be any cause for grumbling. There might be some objection that a 
separate one-anna receipt stamp may not be as easily available to the pub¬ 
lic as ordinary postage stamps, but, I think, there need be no apprehen¬ 
sion in the mind of the public on this account, as receipt stamps may be 
sold either at the post office like ordinary stamps or like other stamps by 
stamp vendors as used to be done before. 'It is to bring in a little more 
money to the Exchequer of Bengal that I move this resolution. I am 
quite certain that if my resolution be given effect to and revenue stamps 
be separately issued for Bengal, Bengal will not be,a loser. The experi¬ 
ment is at least worth trying. 
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Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: I beg to support the 
resolution which has been moved by my friend, Babu Surendra Nath Hay. 
Evidently, we should have a .separate revenue stamp for receipts and pos¬ 
tage stamps may be required to serve the same purpose on the ground 
that they are more easily available than revenue stamps in the mufassal. 
Under the existing law—I refer particularly to the latest fjovernment of 
India Act—^posts and telegraphs are Imperial subjects, whereas, 
“ Stamps," is a provincial subject. Postal reveniie constitutes item 
No. 10 of Schedule I of the (jovej*nment of India Act, and Stamps item 
No. 20 of Schedule II. The reasonableness of the resolution is apparent, 
because all the revenue, whatever may be the amount derived by the sale 
of the stamps, ought to come to the provincial Exchequer, and the contri¬ 
bution of B-s. 5 lakhs of revenue by the Government of India is based upon 
the principle of average. That was quite good enough. When one-anna 
separate revenue stamp was used, nobody complained of the difficulty of 
obtaining it and thci e wa.s not the .slightest inconvenience. Of course, 
postage stsimps are far m»)re easily available, but I io not think that on 
that account alone this matter should not be given up. This is an item 
of revenue whicli is ours and it shoiild not be considered u.s l)elonging to 
the Government of India. We get only lls. 5 lakhs as a sort of dole. We 
are not prepared to accept it. A few minutes before, I had a talk with 
the mover of the resolution and I pointed out that there may be a loss in 
revenue if h 5 ’ sale of one-anna stamps, wo get less than Rs. 5 lakhs. We 
lose a certain amount, hut if human estimates are of any use, I can as.surc 
the Council that we are not going to lose as such receipt stamps are used 
mostly in big towns, T think most of the revenue on this head is derived 
from the sale of such .'jtamps at Calcutta. Consequently, we are not 
likely to lose and a provincial subject ought to be kept entirely .separate 
from the central aubj(M t. 1 think tliat we will all agree that this resolu¬ 
tion should be accepted and the old practice of issuing one-anna receipt 
stamps should be re.s()rted to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: My friend, Babu Rurendra Nath Ray, is al¬ 
ways giving us little tips for the purpo.se of improving the financial posi¬ 
tion. I am afraid that he feels that I do not always accept his sugge.s- 
tions with the entiuisiasm and gratitude which they deserve, but I can 
assure him that there is no ground for accusing us of any ungraciousness 
in this matter. We are very glad to receive .suggestions and to consider 
them, even though wo find in the end that we cannot adopt them. In all 
these taxation proposals, it is a (piestion of taking money out of the 
pockets of the public, and one of the chief considerations which must be 
attended to is the qtiestion «)f the inconvenience which will be caused to 
the public as well as the actual pecuniary sacrifice they will be called upon 
to make. That I think is the most important aspect of this case, but 
before I proceed to deal with it I should like to show to the Council 
exactly what the existing financial arrangements are. 
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Up to 1906 a special receipt stamp was required in this country. It 
was not legal to use ordinary postage stamps for receipts. In 1906 the 
Government of India decided to follow the practice in England, and to 
allow postage stamps to be used for the purposes of receipts. This was 
of course convenient to the public, but it caused a certain amount of 
complication in the accounts, because postage stanips being sold by the 
Postal Department, the receipts are necessarily credited to that Depart¬ 
ment in the first instance. Then there was a second complication arising 
out of the fact that in 1906 as at the ])respnt day, the income from revenue 
stamps is a provincial asset, whereas the receipts from postage stamps are 
of course Imperial revenue. It was, therefore, necessary to transfer a 
sum from Imperial revenues to Provincial in order to compensate Provin¬ 
cial revenues for the loss of the revenue derived from the sale of receipt 
stamps. Now the system which the Government of India followed in fix¬ 
ing that compensation was this. They took the average sales of the spe¬ 
cial receipt stamps-for 20 years and they added to that a liberal addition 
to allow for future growth of revenue. The figures are rather compli¬ 
cated but I will explain them as briefly as T can. In the old proviiu*,e of 
Bengal, including Assam, the receipts from the sale of these si)ecial reve¬ 
nue stamps in the year 1905-06 amounted to Bs. 4,61,000. The Govern¬ 
ment of India decided to give the combined province of Bengal and 
Assam a sum of Bs, 5,80,000, that is to say, Bs. 1,19,000 more than the 
receipts of the last year in which the .special receipt stamps were sold. 
That, I think the Council will agree, was a liberal allowance. Not only 
that, but they g.'ive by far the larger ]>art of the assignment to the province 
of Bengal. Bengal was given Bs. 4,70,000 of the total sum of 
Bs. 5,80,000 and the remaining Bs. 1,10,000 went to Eastern Bengal and 
Assam. In 1912, on the redistribution of the provinces, this assignment 
was further readjusted and again Bengal got the lion’s share. Bengal 
got Bs. 4,09,000, Bihar got Bs. 60,000 and A.s.sam Bs. 21,000. So, I 
think on the face of it, the compensation was a fairly liberal assignment. 
•I would ask the Council to follow the Bengal figures from 1905-06. The 
actual receipts from special stamps in 1905 wei’e Bs. 8,61,000; in 1906, 
we got Bs. 4,70,000; in 1912 Bs 4,99,000. Wliou the Befomis came 
into force the matter was further considered in connection with the finan¬ 
cial arrangements, and the Government of India said that they were 
satisfied that any change in the existing system of unified stamps would 
result in great inconvenience to the public and that the existing practice 
must, therefore, be retained. The existing credit of Bs. 4,99,000 on 
account of the loss of revenue due to the abolition of th<* 
revenue stamps was allowed for in the adjiistment proposed by 
the Financial Belations Committee, being included in the calcula¬ 
tion regarding the percentage of growth of provincial revenues and 
of the increase in spending power under pain graphs 7 and 17 of their 
report. I need not tell Babu Surendra Nath Bav that we do not accept 
the proposals of the Financial Belations Committee regarding general 
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provincial revenues as in any way meeting our needs. THe Council know 
that we have protested to the Government of India and asked for a recoij- 
sideration of the matter and we hope that our protest will bear fruit in the 
near future. But we need not go into this general question now. What 
I do say as regards this question of stamps is that we have, as a matter of 
fact, received quite a liberal assignment from the Government of India. 
There is no reason to suppose that it is insufBicient; it is in fact larger 
than that given to any other province. Bengal gets Rs. 4,99,000, Madras 
Rs. 3,50,000 and Bombay Rs. 3,30,000. So much then for the existing 
financial arrangements. I say that on these figures we have not got 
much of a case for going up to the Government of India or anybody else 
and complaining that we have not been fairly treated. The main argu¬ 
ment against the proposal of the mover is however the public inconven¬ 
ience which a separate revenue stamp would cause. The mover apparently 
contemplates a special receipt stamp which could be used in Bengal alone. 
Now a stamp of that kind would be a nuisance to everybody and especially 
to the business community. I do not say it would be a very serious nuis¬ 
ance, but it would add to the minor worries of life, if we were to introduce 
special stamps which would be of no use outside the borders of Bengal. 
If we were going to make a decent profit out of it, it might be worth while 
asking the public to submit to this inconvenience, but we are by no means 
certain that we should make any money out of it at all. As I have shown 
we have got nearly Rs. 1,50,000 more than the value of the stamps actu¬ 
ally sold fifteen years ago and I doubt very much whether in these 15 years 
the income from the receipt stamps has increased to this extent. Then 
again, it would cost us something to print a special Bengal stamp, where¬ 
as we do not pay anything for the printing of the postage stamps or for the 
services of the people who sell them in the post offices. 

I think, therefore, that very likely there would be a loss rather than 
gain if we adopted this proposal. At any rate any gain that we might 
get would be so .small that it would be not worth while inconveniencing 
the public by adopting this retrograde step. For these reasons. Sir, I am 
afraid Government is unable to accept the resolution. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: The principal objection, or rather 
the objections of my hon’ble friend, Mr. Kerr, are—first, if the receipt 
stamps are reintroduced, it would be a source of great inconvenience 
to the public. His second argument is that it may end in loss of revenue. 
He, moreover, says that the usage of England was introduced in the 
year 1906 in India and postage stamps were used for the purpose of 
receipts. Well, in England, I think, there are no two Governments. 
There is no Provincial Government and no Imperial Government. They 
have not to adjust their accounts in the way in which the Provincial 
Government of Bengal have to do with the Government of India. There 
is only one central Government in England which gets all the revenue. 
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We have been told that we have been very liberally treated by the Gov- 
erjiment of India and there may be loss if receipt stamps are reintro¬ 
duced separately now. But we know very well that there has been 
loss all along the line. We have lost many things. The income-tax 
is the principal source of our income. That has not been given to us. 
If there be a loss of Es. 50,000 or a lakh by the issue of revenue stamps, 
we are quite willing to hazard the experiment. At least it is an 
experiment worth trying. Nothing venture, nothing gain. 

As regards the inconvenience to the public, I say that we have used 
these receipt stamps up to the year 1906, that is for nearly half a century, 
and how can it be a source of inconvenience now if it is reintroduced in 
Bengal. I have nothing more to add. 

A division was then taken with the following result— 


AYES. 


Ahm«il, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Watimuddin. 
, Ahmed, Munshi Jafar. 

‘ Ali, Munshi Amir. 

Ali, Munshi Ayub. 

Arhamuddin, Mauivi Khandakar. 
Charmakar, Babu Rasik Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harsndranath. 

Das Gupta, Babu Nibaran Chandra. 

Da, Babu Fanindralal. 

Outta, Babu Annada Charan. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 


Chose, Rai Bahadur Jogendra Chunder. 
Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Karim, Mauivi Facial. 

Khan, Mauivi Hamid.ud-din. 

Mitra,,Rai Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. 
Maitra, Or. Jatindra Nath, 

Mukharji, Babu Satish Chandra. 

Mullick, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Ray, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Roy, Babu Jogendra Krishna. 

Roy, Raja Maniloil Singh. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhono. 

Afial, Nawabiada K. M. Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmed, Mauivi Ran Uddin. 

Aley’ Shaikh Mahboob. 

Aiam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamad. 
Banarjea, the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath. 
Barma, Rai Sahib Fanohanan. 

Barton, .Mr. H. 

Bhattaeharji, Babu Hem Chandra. 

Birloy, Mr. L. 

Bompas, Mr. C. H. 

Bose, Mr. S. M. 

Cathoart, Mr. M. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi HaAzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhuri, the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid 
Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Oas, Babu Bhishmadov. 

Das, Rai Bahadur Amar Nath. 

Donald, Mr. J. 

Fardhul, Mr. K. 0. M. 

Gordon, Mr. A. O. 

Gupta, Mr. N. B. 

Hopkyns, Mr. W. S. 

Hornell, Mr. W. W. 

Huq, Mauivi Ekramul. 

Korr, the Hoti’blo Mr. J. H. 


Khan, Mauivi Md. Raflque Uddin. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

Larmour, Mr. F. A. 

Lees, Mr. D. H. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon’ble. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Mitter, the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Mulliok, Babu Nirode Behary. 

O’kinealy, Lt.-Col. Frederick. 

O’Malley, Mr. L. S. S. 

Payne, Mr. C. F. 

Poddar, Babu Keshoram. 

Rahim, the Hon’ble Sir Abd>ur, 

Rauf, Mauivi Shah Abdur, 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. 

Ray Choudtiury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Babu Bijoy Prosad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhusan. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh. 
Saiam, Khan Bahadur Abdus. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Suhrawardy, Or. Hassan. 

WatsomSmyth, Mr. R. M. 

Wheeler, the Hon’blo Sir Henry. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 24 and the Noes 52, the motion was lost. 
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Pos4)onement of Resolution. 

Mr SYED ERFAN ALI being absent, the following resolution was; 
with the permission of the President, postponed and placed at the bottom 
of the liist of Business: “ This Council recommends to the Government 
that the Bengal Tenancy Act be so amended as— 

(i) to secure fixity of rent for ever to the settled raiyats and to abo¬ 
lish the nihandi and the “ tenant-at-will ” system under the 
zamindars; 

(it) to secure to them the right of transference of jotes, whole or in 
part, the right of digging or re-excavating tanks, the right of 
planting and cutting trees, the right of building yucca or 
Jcutcha houses, and the digging of necessary earth free and at 
w’ill, irrespective of the consent or permission .of the superior 
landlord; 

(tit) to make the collection of ahwnhs or illegal cesses, of any kind, 
aiul the levy of hegar, or free, or concession labour, of any 
kind, a cognizable criminal offence; 

{iv) to make the rent money-order in the zamindar’s name in his 
sadar I’atrhari a legal tender, and that raiyats be allowed to 
send in, in one money-order, the total amount of rent due on 
their different jotes, giving a descriptive account in a coupon 
or in a separate registered post-card or letter; 

(r) to jn'ovide that in the case of money-orders for rent not taken 
delivery of in the Tfatchnri, within one week after the last day 
of the hint, the sender be free from the liability of paying 
interest. 

{vi) to provide that zamindars be bound to send gomastas to collect 
rent in time, and that the inability of the gomasta to take rent, 
the issue of the cheque or rent-receipt should free the raiyat 
of the liability of paying interest; and 

{vii) to provide that in the case of the refusal to receive rents in the 
hatchari, the giving of due receipts on the part of the zamin- 
dar, if proved, should be counted as an offence liable to an 
explanation to the Collector of the district, who should be 
empowered to appoint a receiver to collect the rent and allow 
compensation to be paid to any raiyat incurring unnecessary 
loss in tendering rent if such refusal is found repeatedly occur¬ 
ring to harass any raiyat.” 

Privilege leave of officers of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial). 

Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: “ This Council recommends that the 
Government of India be moved to permit officers of the Bengal Civil Ser¬ 
vice (Judicial) to avail themselves of fifteen days’ privilege leave on full 
pay each year,” 
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I consider this to be a legitimate grievance of the Bengal Civil Service 
(Judicial). It is said that these ofBcers do not get leave on full pay 
because they enjoy the vacation. But the fact of the matter is that there 
is not more than 15 days* difference approximately speaking between the 
number of holidays enjoyed by the officers of this service and that enjoyed 
by the officers of the Executive branch. In other words, the Judicial 
officers are not granted a single day’s privilege leave on full pay simply 
because they enjoy, in the course of the year, 15 days* holiday more than 
their brethren in the Executive branch do. But for this, the latter get 
one month’s privilege leave on full pay. Why then should not the for¬ 
mer, I mean, the Judicial officers get privilege leave on full pay. It is 
admitted by the highest authorities that these officers are very hardwork¬ 
ing and painstaking. They require rest sometimes. But as matters 
now stand they Can earn their much needed rest only by submitting to 
the loss of half 'their monthly pay. There is no justification for keeping 
back from such a body of public servants the small concession, which my 
resolution urges. As regards the vacation theory, there can be no com¬ 
parison between the members of the mufassal Judiciary and the officers 
of the Education Department and those of the High Court with whom 
they are bracketed together in article 271 .of the Civil Service Regula¬ 
tions. The officers of the Education Department have got a long vacation 
of two months and a half, if not more, in the summer, while officers em¬ 
ployed in the High Court enjoy a vacation extending at a stretch of over 
two months—nay more. With these words, I urge upon the Government 
to accept the resolution. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : As regards this matter, the ques¬ 
tion relates to a subject which can only be finally dealt with by the 
Government of India. It is, I believe, one of the recommendations of the 
Public Services Commission. The subject has been under the considera¬ 
tion of the Government and the High Court, and we are now awaiting the 
decision of the Government of India, so we are not in a position to give 
any definite reply in this matter, but it is purely one of the proposals of 
the Public Sei'vices Commission and as such has been engaging the atten¬ 
tion of the Government of India. 

The mover pressed his motion to a division which resulted as follows 


AYES. 


ChuitfiMiri, Rai HarwHlraMiia. 

CHmudhuri, Sir As utosii. 

Dat, iiabH BhtolMnatfev. 

Faroqiil, Mr. K. O. M, 

OlioM, Rai Bahadur dastndra Chunddr. 
iCarlai, Mauivi Ahdul. 

Karim, Mauivi Patlal. 

Khan, Mauivi Md. RaAqu* Uddlii. 

Law, Raja RaahM caaa. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahandra Bhandra. 


Maitra, Dr. Jatindra Nath, 

Ruhharji, Bahu tatiah Chandra. 
Mukhopadhaya, Baku Sarat uhandra. 
Mulliaki Babu Niroda Bahary. 

Ray, Babu Surandra Nath. - 
Ray, Babu Bijay Praaad Singh. 

Ray, Babu dagandra Kriahna. 

Sinha, Babu Surandra Narayan. 
Suhrawardy. Dr. Haasan. 
Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 
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Addy. Babu Amulya Ohom. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Waaimwddfn. 
Ahmad, Munahi Jafar. 

Alay, Shaikh Mahboob. 

All, Munahi Amir. 

Ali, Munahi Ayuh. 

Banna, Rai Sahib Ranahanan. 

Bart an, Mr. H. 

Bhattaoharji, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Boat,, Mi’. «. M. 

Cathaarti Mr. M. 

Charmakar, Babu Raaik Chandra. 
Chaiidhuri, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Hallsar 
Rahman. 


Daa Qttiita, Babu Nibaran Chandra. 
Da, Babii Fanindnilal. 

Dutta, Babu Annada Charan. 
Gordon, Mr. A. D. 

Huq, Mauivi Ekramul. 

Larmour, Mr. F. A. 

Makramali, Munshi. 

Mulllok, Babu Surondra Nath. 
Naskor, Babu Hem Chandra. 
Foddar, Babu Koshoram. 

Raul, Mauivi Shah Abdur, 

Salam, Khan Bahadur Abdus. 
Sarkar, Babu Riahindra Nath. 
Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Watson>Smyth, Mr. R. M. 


The Ayes being 20 and the Noes 29, the motion was lost. 


Inclusion of Dar|eeling within the Reforms Scheme. 

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI: ‘This Council recommends to the 
Government that a representation be made to the Government of India 
urging upon that Government the desirability of including the district of 
Darjeeling within the Reforms Scheme for the province of Bengal.” 

I do not think that much need be said in support of this resolution. 
Why Darjeeling was excluded is difficult for us to understand. T find 
from Notification No. 2 G., dated the 3rd January, 1921, of the Govern¬ 
ment of India published in the Calcutta Gazette{E.TtraordinaTy) of the 
same date, that the district of Darjeeling has been declared to be a back¬ 
ward tract and excluded from the Reforms Scheme. So far as the 
expression “backward tract” is concerned, I find that the Government 
of Bengal does not accept it. In fact the Government of Bengal said 
that this district did not answer to the description of “backward tracts ” 
as given in paragraph 199 of the Report. Then the question comes to 
this: how is the district backward? If it is a question of education, I 
find that the Government of India admit that the percentage of the literary 
population of the district is well above the average of the Presidency, 
and that the exclusion of the Darjeeling district is considered as a 
doubtful proposal. Apparently the Government was led to come to this 
conclusion upon a memorial which was presented to His Excellency the 
Viceroy and the Secretary of State for India by an infiuential body of 
memorialists. That influential body was led, according to what I 
find from the Report, by a Deputy Superintendent of Police, Mr. Laden 
La'. I have the honour of knowing him. He is an excellent officer and 
socially he is also excellent in organising amusements. The deputation 
included among its members a very worthy individual— ^a billiard 
marker. I will tell yop the name of the Association to which he 
belongs—it is the Gymkhana dub in which Mr. MacKensin ^ takes 
a very active part. Well, the billiard marker is a resp^table 
individual and sometimes a great deal depends upon him. Anotber 
member of that deputaticm was a still worthier man, pameliy/ 
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durwan, .caretaker or the chowkidar of the Baja of Digbapt^tia’s house at 
Darjeeling. I do not know who the others were, but I am free to confess 
that the deputation was worthily led. Anyhow, it had the effect of mak¬ 
ing the Government shrink back from an obvious duty. Following that 
memorial, I find that there was another memorial sent up by a large num¬ 
ber of people. How that meeting was held and the memorial was sent up 
and who the signatories were I will tell you. There were about 275 hill- 
men whose names appear in the proceedings, and resolutions appear to 
have been passed at a meeting held on the 13th March, 1920, at which 
they adopted this memorial. Examining the constitution of that body, we 
find very estimable persons composed it. Amongst the persons who were 
present at that meeting, there were 10 dandywallahs, 35 rickshawallas, 
28 milk sell^vjj or gows^Ias, 8 bearers and table boys, 7 butlers, 29 con¬ 
tra* tm-s inc' d..ig petty contractors and 78 more whose occupations are 
unknown. Tlie m«-m. rial sent up ''y these people is of coxirse very valu¬ 
able. The count,y I.s getting democratic and one cannot ignore them, 
ai’d everyone is anxious to take note of their opinion, but when we find as 
against that memorial another memorial sent up by five hundred Gur¬ 
khas was ignored one begins to ask how the thing was worked. The last 
ntfemorial I was referring to, was sent up .shortly afte. the memorial 
which was presented by Mr. Laden La. Mr. Laden La’s memorial speaks 
of a very large number of representative men, persons belonging to the 
district and refers to Lepchas, Bhutias and Nepalese. The second mem¬ 
orial that I referred to was a memorial from a very large number of Gur¬ 
khas and Nepalese. So far as the Lepchas and the Bhutias are concerned 
I find that the former constitutes 3 '65 per cent, of the total population, 
.and the Bhutias 4-06. So far as the Gurkhas are concerned they form 
54 per cent, of the population and yet the memorial by these people was 
apparently ignored. In this connection I should like to place before you 
the grounds »i?hioh were made in the first memorial. The deputation 
headed by Mr. Laden La said;— 

We have treated the movement for Homie Rule with neglect and even with 
disfavour. There is no real affinity between the people of these Himalayan and 
sub-Himalayan regions and those of the plains of Bengal. Geographically, 
racially, historically, religiously, and linguistically^ we have no alliance with the 
rest of Bengal. Religiously we are, as regards the Lepchas and the races of 
Tibetan origin as well as members of the Nepalese caste, quite distinct from the 
people of the plains; even the religious customs of the Nepalese who are classed 
as Hindus vary largely from those of the Hindus of Bengal. 

That is what they asserted; but I find in the memorial submitted by 
tbe Gurkbas that the ‘‘Gurkhas are Aryans and therefore quite, distinct 
froni the Mongolians and other races inhabiting Darjeeling and the ad¬ 
joining hills.” and that ‘‘Home Rule is necessary in India.” A memorial 
fr( m people who constitute the majority of the population asserts that 
they consider Home Buie to be necessary. Mr. Laden, La, his durwan 
friend and the billiard marker however say that they look upon the Re- 
Ipms Scheme , with di^avour. Their opinion has got to be taken into 

R 1 
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account. But is the Council going to accept an opinion of this character 
against the opinion of the people who haTe a real interest in the matter? 
The Gurkhas are not a backward people. 1 find that there are a large 
number of graduates coming from amongst them and they have fought 
for the British Government; whereas Mr. Laden La says that he and his 
friends claim to defend the frontiers and they have the right to do so and 
therefore their voice ought to be heard. One has never heard of them as 
fighting a single battle for the British. But we musf^not forget that the 
opinion of these gentlemen has prevailed against the opinion of a larger 
body of people. In this connection I find also that meetings were held 
and memorials were sent up by other bodies which have been ignored. 
The real truth is that the planters opposed it and they carried the day. 
But why did they oppose it ? It is because they were afraid of the Ben¬ 
gali Ministers—a terrible triumvirate! There we have the Hon’ble Sir 
Surendra Nath Banerjea, the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter and the Hon'ble 
Nawab Sahib, but you have not found them at all terrible. So far as this 
House is concerned, we are very pleased with all of them and I do not 
think that you will accept the opinion of the planters that there are ter¬ 
rible possibilities behind them. My submission to you is that Darjeeling 
had votes with regard to elections before the last one. The* Darjeeling 
Municipality is, I think, one of the biggest in Bengal. Darjeeling is a 
large centre; it has ah educated population, a large educated population 
and in fact it shelters the Bengal Government for a little time every year 
rightly or wrongly. Then we have two big subdivisions—^Eurseong 
which is also a populous place and Ealimpong is growing every day. 
These are the three big centres and I do not see any reason why Darjee¬ 
ling should be excluded from the operation of the Reforms Scheme. 
There is a considerable feeling about this matter and I beg of you to 
accept the resolution which I have the honour to move. 

Babli SURENDRA NATH RAYs I have great pleasure in supporting 
this resolution. As my friend. Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri, haa^'said, we do 
not know exactly why Darjeeling, which had enjoyed the benefits of the 
Morley-Minto Reforms and which used to send a representative, or at 
least had a voice in the election of a representative to the Bengal Legis¬ 
lative Council since the elective system was introduced, should have been 
by this Montagu-Chelmsford scheme debarred from doing it. It is said 
that there was a deputation composed of some very estimable and respect¬ 
able gentlemen which waited upon His Excellency the Viceroy and the 
Right Hon’ble the Secretary of State, when he came to India. Sir Ashu- 
tosh Chaudhuri wanted to quote from the memorial, but he; had not it 
handy: I have got it and I shall quote the exact passage from that repre¬ 
sentation. The hillmen said:— 

We have hitherto abstained front all political agitation and w« have treated 
the movement for Home Buie with neglect and even disfavour. But now that the 
British Government has deflhitdly stated that Home Rule is the ultimate goal 
towards which it desires Htdja should gradually jwooeed, m /esi ii diMy 
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to safeguard our future position by presenting Government with a statement 
of our views on one point which seems to us of vital importance. 

They are all lo 3 ral subjects and they did not like to force the hands of 
the Government like the agitators of Bengal and other provinces of India. 
And what is the reward they have got for their loyalty P They have been 
treated as a backward people and they will have nothing to do with, and 
will have no voice in the affairs of the country. As has been stated by 
Sir Ashutosh Chaudhuri, it is well known that the Darjeeling municipa¬ 
lity is one of the most important municipalities of Bengal, and that it had 
•a very xiotent voice in the election of a member to the Bengal Legislative 
Council: it had about 8 or 10 votes, and these votes used to carry great 
weight in the election of a member. The gentlemen who could get the 
support of Darjeeling was, I think, almost sure of success in getting him¬ 
self returned to the Bengal Council. Then, the Muhammadans of Dar¬ 
jeeling had also a voice, and they have been debarred from giving their 
votes by the present arrangements; also the tea-planting community 
have been debarred; but we have been told that the tea-planting commu¬ 
nity do not like to get the benefits of the Reforms Scheme, but we must 
remember that there are besides the European planting community the 
Indian planting community as well in Darjeeling. There are also the 
landholders, and we should like to know whether the Indian planting 
community and the landholders have said that they do not want to get 
the benefits of the Reforms Scheme. 

My friend, Sir Ashutosh Chaudhuri, has already stated that the Gur¬ 
khas made a representation to the Government of India, when they came 
to know that a representation had already been made by the hillmen. 
Well, it is well known that the Lepchas and Tibetans are all Mongolians, 
and that they have iio affinity with the people of Bengal, whereas the 
Gurkhas like the Bengalis are Aryans. I shall quote from Census figures 
and shall show that the Gurkhas made a represeatation to Government, 
in Which stated that they form about 54 per cent, of the population, 
and that the Lepchas and Tibetans form about 3*5 per cent. They 
said:— 

In 1837 when Dr. Campbell was Superintendent of Darjeeling, the popu¬ 
lation was hardly 100 souls. Since then the Nepalese were induced to immigrate into 
Darjeeling where they steadily settled in increasing numbers and the latest Census 
put their numbers in Darjeeling to be 266,550. They are a pushing and thriving 
race, and the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley thus mentions about them in the Darjeeling 
District Gazetteer'" The dominant race in Darjeeling is the Nepalese, which, with a 
strength of 134,000, accounts 'for more than half the population. They are a 
capable, cheerful and alert people.” 

Then there was a further representation to the Government of India 
and the Secretary of State on. the 24th May, 1920, by the Gurkhas, and 
they quoted from the Ninth Despatch on Indian Cotistitutional Reforms, 
in which we find the following:— 

The exclusion of the IhirjeeUng district is a more doubtful proposal# It is 
entirely composed of mountains and tatisi, and its inhaldtants are mostly of'^ 
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Mongolian origin, among whom Nepalese, Lepchas, Bhutias and Tibetans are 
numerous, while in the tarot there are large numbers of aborigines from Chota 
Nagp>ir and Sonthal Paiganas. The percentage of the literate population 
is well above the average for the presidency, but this is possibly due to the con¬ 
siderable Christian population. 

4 

That may be, but why should the Christian population be deprived 
of the benefits of the Reforms Scheme. 

Then we find that the following significant passage in their represent¬ 
ation of the 24th May, 1920:— 

In asking for Beforms they do not for a moment think of encroaching upon any 
party’s interests, what they mean is Beforms with adequate representation in 
the Council to safeguard their interests, thereby giving them a proper chance of 
evolving their destiny peacefully under the British direction and guardianship. 

Further on they say that the Sikhs of the Punjab and Anglo- 
Indians and Europeans have been granted separate communal represent¬ 
ation and they add:— 

No amount of argument can convince them how they are excluded, when their 
brothers-in-arms, the Sikhs, are included. It is asserted that “ the Sikhs in the 
Punjab are a distinct and important'people; they supply a gallant and valuable 
element to the Indian Army; but they are everywhere in a minority, and experience 
has shown that they go virtually unrepresented. To the Sikhs, therefore, and 
to them alone, we propose to extend the system already adopted in the case of 
Muhammadans . . .” 

The PRESIDENT: A great deal of all this has been said by Sir Asu- 
tosh Chaudhuri. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY; Sir Asutosh Chaudhiiri has not 
quoted these passages from the representation, in which it is mentioned 
that tlie Sikhs have been granted separate representation. If that is so, 
there is no reason why the Gurkhas should not be given such representa¬ 
tion, when it is well known that they have sacrificed their lives so much 
for the British Government. . 

Then, as regards literacy, I may quote the following from the same 
representation:— 

According to Census of 1911, the number of literate persons per 1,000 of the 
total population of the district of Darjeeling was 169 males and 19 females against 
99 males and 4 females in Jalpaiguri, 108 males and 4 females in Dinajpnr and 
76 males and 3 females in Bangpur. 

The number of persons literate in English per 10,000 of the district of DarjSeling 
was 306 males and 101 females against 75 males and 3 females in Jalpaiguri, 52 
males and 1 female in Dinajpur and 62 males and 2 females in Bangpur. 

These figures conclusively show that the peo^de of Dar^jeeling are 
more advanced from the educational point of view than the people of 
Jalpaiguri and Rangpur, and we find that whereas Jalpaiguri and Baneg- 
pur have been given the benefits of the Reforms Scheme, the people .of 
Darjeeling have been unjustly excluded. With these remarks, l to 
support the resolution. / ' . - 
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Mr. 8. M. BOSEs I wish to thank the mover of the -resolution for 
having brought to the notice of the Council a great piece of injustice done 
to the’people of Darjeeling. The history of this injustice affords melan¬ 
choly reading; it shows how a small but powerful section has so long been 
able to induce the Government to run counter to the wishes of the people 
for, as has been already said, the exclusion has been mainly due to the 
activities of the Darjeeling Planters’ Association. I do not wish to 
repeat the facts which have already been referred to by the previous 
speakers, but I desire to lay stress on the fact that Darjeeling is not a 
backward area; it does not satisfy the definition of the term “ backward 
area” as given in paragraph 199 of the Joint Report and it has, as has al¬ 
ready been pointed out, been admitted by the Government of Bengal. It 
may be urged that the people desire exclusion,* but that is not so. A very 
large number—over 54 per cent, of the population—desire to be included 
within the Reforms Scheme. The real persons who oppose this inclusion 
are the hahdful of planters. Instead of Swaraj, they wanted planter-raj. 
In their memorial to the Government of Bengal, the Planters’ Association 
had the hardihood to say that the hill people strongly resented being placed 
in any way under Bengali Ministers and that any attempt to do so would 
give rise to a political situation which their Association contemplated 
with grave alarm. So utterly infeasible is this exclusion that I am not 
surprised to hear that there is a strong rumour that the Reforms Scheme 
will be extended to Darjeeling in 1924. But this belated piece of justice 
will not satisfy the people. I submit that Darjeeling should never have 
been excluded; and there is no reason why there should be a single day’s 
delay. Denial of franchise to Darjeeling is denial of justice. I therefore 
hope that Government will take immediate steps to remedy this grievance 
of the people of the Darjeeling district. 

Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA! I have not to make a 
long speech in supporting this resolution. It is quite evident, that the 
planters of Darjeeling were moved to seek the services of a few hillmen 
in organizing^ what they described as a Hillmen’s Association, with the 
sole object, it seems to me, to have a separate province, where they could 
reign supreme as in Olympia for the gods, but these gods living in the 
Himalayas do not live there for purpose of contemplation, but for purposes 
of making money. The personnel of the Hillmen’s Association has been 
Very humourously described by Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri; and it appears 
strange that such a movement manufactured and engineered by a parti¬ 
cular cjass of men should have hoodwinked the Secretary of State and the 
Government of India too, in excluding Darjeeling from the Reforms 
Schemed Darjeeling, which is a part and parcel of this province and 
which had hitherto the right of electing a member to the Bengal Legis¬ 
lative Council, has been deprived of this right for no reason whatsoever. 
Nor did the Government find it practicable to act up to the wishes of the 
planters in having a separate province, composed of the districts of 
Darjdeling, Jalpaiguri, the Duars and so forth. That being so, it strikes 
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us that the Right Hoa’ble the Secretary of State could not see through 
the designs of these men and did this sort of injustice to the people of 
Darjeeling. While the whole country was aglow with enthusiasm on 
account of the coming reforms, the people of Darjeeling only felt that 
they had been deprived of their right of electing a member to the Bengal 
Legislative Council. It is quite time that the franchise should be exten> 
ded to the people of Darjeeling; and I do not like to go over the grounds 
which have already been traversed with regard to the qualifications of 
the men of Darjeeling to exercise the franchise. A very large number 
of men live in the town of Darjeeling. It is not a backward place 
and, as it has been already stated, the Municipality of Darjeeling is a 
very big one. I think it can boast of a better Town Hall than the met¬ 
ropolis of Bengal. Ro, under these circumstances, it is our bounden duty 
to ask the Government of Bengal to move the Government of India, and, 
if necessary, the British Parliament for removing this anomaly and for 
doing an act of bare justice to Darjeeling. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; 1 beg to support 
this resolution. I do not wish it, however, to go forth to the world that 
this Council of Bengalis described the Bhutias and Tibetans as mere dandi- 
wallas. That expression should never have been used. We Bengalis, 
ought to know what a debt of gratitude we owe to the Tibetans; when 
Buktiar Khiliji conquered Bengal and destroyed the books of India, most 
of what remained were taken to Tibet and they are still to be found there. 
The civilization of Tibet was in no way inferior to the civilization of India 
and the Tibetans ruled over Nepal and a very large part of Bengal. That 
fact should not be forgotten. The fact that Atisa Dwipankara, who hailed 
from Bikrampur, went to Tibet should not be forgotten. It should not 
be forgotten what close relationship existed at the time between Tibet 
and Bengal. Next, as to the main question we know what petitions are 
worth; they are put up by wirepullers. Government should decide the 
question on the merits of the case; and the best thing would be to give 
the Tibetans a seat in this Council and also the Gurkhas and Lepchas 
another seat. We should like very much that the Gurkhas and Lepchas 
should begin to come to the wider life of India. From this large view of 
the matter, 1 dokope that Government should include Darjeeling and also 
extend to it the privileges of communal representation which have 
been extended to the Muhammadans. If this view is taken, I am sure 
even the dandiwallas of Darjeeling will not object. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQl I have great pleasure in supporting the 
resolution of Sir Ashutosh Chaudhuri. 1 find that the tea planters have 
come in for a great deal of criticism. They were a power in the land and it 
is not unnatural that they do not like another power to set itself up side 
by side with them. Is it not a fact that even in this Council itself wa find 
ourselves wrangling with one another when the question of supremacy 
comes ini* Is it not that only the other day when Mauivi Takuinuddjn 
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the tenants and some of the zamindars tried their best to oppose it P So it 
was quite natural that the planters opposed the inclusion, of Darjeeling 
under the Reforms. All that it is necessary is that it should be our effort 
that justice be done to all people. Here we find that a wrong has been dune 
somehow or other, and it is for us to see that it is remedied and I hope that 
when the recommendation goes from this Council, it will have the desired 
effect. 

ThO Htn’ble Sir HENRY WHEELERs In so far as whatever action 
was taken in connection with Darjeeling in its relation to the Reforms 
Scheme, was based upon the very palpably distinctive features of that 
district and upon the express wish, which was most carefully ascertained 
—so far as it could be ascertained—of the most influential sections of the 
people of that district, it is somewhat amusing in these days, when we 
hear so much of self-determination, to find these claims waived aside so 
lightly as has been done to-day; and I am not sure, after hearing the de¬ 
bate this afternoon, that these hillmen were not wise in expressing a pre¬ 
ference at any rate to be allowed for the present to work out their destinies 
in their own way» rather than to submit them to three eminent citizens of 
Calcutta and to two gentlemen whose names we had the pleasure of seeing 
this year in the list of temporary visitors td the hills. 

My objections to Sir Ashutosh Chaudhuri’s proposals are based on 
general and on specific grounds; and I will deal with the general grounds 
first. He is asking us at a time when the Reforms Scheme has scarcely 
been six months in working, to propose an alteration of one of its details. 
Now, quite apart from fundamental differences of principle, there are 
many details connected with the Reforms Scheme about which there were 
differences of opinion. As instances, I may mention the representation 
of Europeans, the representation of the zamindars and the representation 
of Indian commercial interests, while it would be easy to add half a 
dozen more. Are we in so short a space of time, at the instance of any 
particular section, to propose to the Secretary of State a reopening of the 
whole question P I venture to think that that is not a desirable or a work¬ 
able proposition. 

To turn to the particular case. The action which was taken was based 
on the fundamental differences existing between the Darjeeling district 
and the rest of Bengal—differences which seem so palpable that they 
scarcely need elaboration in detail, either linguistically or geographically 
or in any other direction. As has been said this afternoon, a deputation 
waited upon the Viceroy and Mr. Montagu and strongly pressed this 
point of view; and what we are now asked to believe is that, under the 
malign influence of Mr. Laden La, a bluff was put up on the innocent 
Hr. Montagu and the still inore innocent Lord Chelmsford—^a bluff, top, 
connived at by the Deputy Commissioner, the Commissioner of the Divi¬ 
sion and whatever officials were cognisant of the true facts. Now, was 
that even likely, even Ihpugh Mr. Laden La happened to be a Deputy 
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Superintendent of Police ? While, as everybody knows, Mr. Laden La 
is an absolutely typical billman and an influential representative of the 
views of many of his kind. But apart from the improbability of that 
deputation having been a bluff, it was verified in the succeeding 
year (1918) by the Deputy Commissioner, who again represented to us 
that he had been waited upon by 20 influential hillmen, who repeated the 
same requests as were contained in the memorial. There, again, are we 
to believe that the Deputy Commissioner, who had heeh several years in 
the district, was imposed upon at the instance of these wicked and deceit¬ 
ful people P On the basis of that representation, which we verified to the 
best of our ability, the proposal was put up to the Government of India 
for the exclusion of this tract. 

When it was sent to the Government of India, it was carefully exam- 
iiied, and I frankly admit that the Government of India did not at first 
wish to exclude this district if it could possibly be helped, and they put 
an alternative proposal before us—details of which need not be given 
here—but regarding which I may say that it was criticised unfavourably 
as being an impossible half-way house between the only real alternatives 
of total inclusion or total exclusion. In view of the arguments urged by 
us, however, the Government of India eventually accepted our view, and 
recommended to the Secretary of State the exclusion of Darjeeling. 
Other evidence accumulated during this time as to the coiTectness of our 
view. There were at least two influential meetings held at Darjeeling in 
support of it, and I have got here the lists of attendance at those meetings 
which include many hillinen. It is a travesty of the facts to say that these 
meetings were non-representative and got up at the instance of disgrunt- 
ed tea-planters. Later local intrigues and jealousies got to work, and we 
bad protests on the other side. Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri, in unfavourably 
criticising the first deputation, has given us to understand that all the evi¬ 
dence on which we relied is of little weight. Fortunately, when these 
jealousies developed, we made inquiries of Mr. Goode, the Deputy Com- 
mi.S!Uoner, as to their true origin, and I have here his note in which he tells 
us something of those representatives who were working on the other 
side. I need not enter into details of local intrigue, but as to the person¬ 
nel here are some particulars. In referring to a meeting at Kalimpong, 
Mr. Goode says that it was presided over by a retired sub-inspector of 
police. Personally, of course, I do not consider that a disqualification, 
though some of our critics ordinarily would. But .the note says that he 
did not understand for what purpose the meeting had been called and that 
he did not know English. Amongst those present were A. B., a dismissed 
head clerk of the khas 'mahal office, and B. C. D. virho was formerly 
a manager of a local press. Then Mr. Goode goes on with the signatories 
of another memorial, and states that a gentleman who was described as 
a B. A. was not a B.A. at all, and had been in Sikkim since the beginning 
of April, which raised doubts whether he had signed the niein,oyial at aU. 
Almut 20 of the signatories are said to be school-boys of the lii^h 
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school; another, one of the assistant masters, whose political antecedents 
were not free from reproach, represented the Bengali agitation which was- 
the chief element among the Siliguri memorialists. Several of tlxe names 
of signatories were in the same handwriting and presumably represented 
illiterate persons. E. F. was a dismissed sub-inspector of police. G- H. 
possessed one pony which he hired out. J.K. was a tea-shop servant. 
Other signatories were masons, coolies, chaprasies, butchers, vegetable- 
sellers, small shop-keepers and motor-drivers, while two vernacular names 
merely meant a second son and a youngest son. I put it to the Council 
whether, in face of this. Sir Ashutosh Chaudhuri has not perhaps been 
somewhat unwise in accepting as gospel truth the representations of 
these men and their friends. 

Well, Sir, as I have said, the Government of India represented our 
view to the Secretary of State, by whom it was provisionally accepted. 
But at the same time the Secretary of State expressed a desire—which of 
course will be loyally followed—that opportxinities should be given in 
this Council for the discussion of matters appertaining to tjje Darjeeling 
district and the answering of questions relating to its local affairs. This 
has been provided for in the notification and, so far as need be, will be 
ensured by executive action. I should add that the Secretary of State 
also in his provisional acceptance made it conditional on the preparation 
of a scheme of local self-government. That is at present being worked 
out and proposals are being formulated. Wlien effect is given to it, the 
wishes of the local people can be more easily ascertained. And I put it to 
the Council, apart from tha general argument against discussing anew 
individual items of the Reform Scheme at so early a date, is it not wiser, 
even in the case of Darjeeling, to wait and see how this plan of local self- 
government develops? It is perfectly possible that in future years the 
local people, having had more experience of the working of this Council, 
may wish their position to be reconsidered. The proper time to do so 
will naturally be when the next election of this Council comes on, in about 
two and a half years’ time. Until the next election it would be impossi¬ 
ble to enfranchise those in the district who would vote on the general 
electoral rolls of zamindars, Europeans, etc., and that fact points to a 
period two years hence, that is to say, six months before the next election, 
as the natural time for re-opening the question. By then the local Gov¬ 
ernment will be in a position to consider the matter after watching 
-the development of local self-government and ascertaining the wishes of 
the local people. But I submit that a recommendation of this kind at 
the present moment is neither opportune nor wise. 

Sir A8UT08H CHAUDHURI: Sir, I have very little to add to 
what I have already said. I may say, however, that I did not use any 
adjectives when I was referring to Mr. Laden La—the adjectives are due 
to the literary proclivities of Sir Henry Wheeler. 

No doubt Sir Henry Wheeler has brought before the House certain 
facts with regard to^two meetings to which I did not make any specific 
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reference. It luay be that Mr. Laden La led the one and a dismissed 
police officer led the other. It is perfectly possible that a defunct x>olice- 
officer was played off against the other one. 

Nor is it necessary for me to say that the Secretary of State and His 
Excellency the Viceroy were “bluffed.’* We have been engaged in the 
game of bluff for a great many years. Whenever Bengal submitted re¬ 
presentations during the partition signed by lakhs we were told that it 
was merely bluff. In this case we have a representation by an insignifi¬ 
cant number of people and we are told that they were not indulging in the 
game of bluff. Bluff requires a definition, which has never been found 
yet. • 

So far as Sir Henry Wheeler’s assurance is concerned, that the whole 
question will be reconsidered two years hence, and six months before 
the next election, we are somewhat surprised that a promise of that kind 
should be made. It is interesting to note that we who have been en¬ 
deavouring to get some sort of reforms for years have not yet been 
thought fit for the larger privileges we have claimed, but the hill people 
of the Darjeeling district will be found qualified in two years time for re- 
froms when the period of training for them will be a short one. We have 
had a long time to wait and some people still doubt if we are fit, but 
the hill people apparently have succeeded inproving that they will be fit 
within such a short time. They are to be congratulated. 

So far as the hill people are concerned, if literacy is a test, it is a fact 
that they are not less literate than other people in this province and if 
we come to compare these people with some of the x’sopl® other 
districts in Bengal what difference do we find? None at all. There 
is no reason for not extending the same privileges which have been 
extended to us. 

I am confident that the resolution will commend itself to this 
' House. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Investigfition larding beriberi and epidemic dropsy in Bengal. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur! “This Council 
recommends to the Government that an investigation be forthwith under¬ 
taken into the prevalence of beriberi and epidemic dropsy in Bengal, 
with a view to discovering the best means of "preventing the s]Hread of 
these diseases.** 

The resolution is with reference to the public health question. In 
moving this resolution I cannot help confessing to a feeling of despair 
as io the future of this country. Bengal has become the bree^pg 
ground of epidemic and the healtli position of the country ia daily 
growing worse. Like other epidemics beriberi and its concomitant 
epidemic dropsy have also come to stay. And the necessity , qf tlm 
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time is to make proper investigation as to the cause or causes of its 
spread and to adopt prompt remedial measures. Dietetic experiments 
in the Philippines have confirmed the view that it is a disorder depend¬ 
ing upon an imperfect dietary. 

In the Straits Settlements and Malay it has been the cause of high 
mortality and Japanese sailors, soldiers, and prisoners in jail, prior 
to 1834, were frequently disabled by beriberi. Recent researches have 
shown it to be a deficiency disease caused by a deficiency in the essen¬ 
tial substance in dietary. 

z The two epidemics are very plevalent among the Malayese, 
Chinese, and Japanese and during the Russian War, more than 50,000 
cases occurred in the Japanese Army. The disease prevails excessively 
in the Philippines. In India the labouring classes and the poor are 
markedly affected, and for the last three or four years the 'disease is 
causing enormous economic loss; and efficiency of labour has also been 
seriously affected. 

The disease is also prevalent in Bengal, especially in the Howrah, 
Hooghly, Burdwan and other districts and makes a large addition 
to the death roll of the country. 

It has been stated that this disease is dud to a diet of rice from which 
the peri-crop has been removed in what is called “ poli.shing and mill¬ 
ing." It has been also said that Takogi eradicated beriberi from the 
Japan Navy by modifying rice diet. 

In Malay healthy coolies fed on white rice developed beriberi 
whereas others living on brown rice remained healthy. In Bengal the 
classes affected generally take Rangoon rice. The chief dificiency 
between Bengal and Rangoon rice is that the latter is deprived of its 
sub-pericarpal layers, i.e., so-called beriberi Vitamine. According tt) 
Frank, this substance, when not present in the food, causes the break¬ 
down of the nerve tissues and give rise to the signs and symptoms of 
beriberi. Some research work in Bengal was undertaken in the Medical 
College Hospital in 1919-20 by Lieutenant-Colonel 1). McCay, i.m.s., to 
determine the cause and the best means for prevention, but up to now 
no report has been submitted or published, nor does the Government 
seem to have taken any action to fight out the disease as yet. Much 
has been done to prevent the disease, particularly in Japan. There has 
been more remarkable triumph of modern Hygiene than Takogi’s dietetic 
returns in the Japanese Navy. Everywhere in the East a change in the 
diet has been followed by the disappearance of the disease. 

Now that the widespread character of the disease cannot be disput¬ 
ed and high medical authorities are of opinion that diseases of this 
character are preventible, I ask this Council to accord their support to 
this resolution. 

Tht Hoil’bM 8lr 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I think, Sir I 
shall best discharge my duty and consult the convenience of the House 
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an<J save its time if I say at once that I accept the resolution of niy hon'jble 
friend subject to one very small modification—the elimination of only 
one word in the second line of his resolution. The hon’ble member wants 
a committee to be appointed “forthwith.” It is somewhat mandatory, 
somewhat peremptory even when it comes from my hon’ble. friend. I 
have no doubt that he will agree to modify the peremptory nature of his 
demand, and in that case 1 would be glad to accept his resolution. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I accept the modifi- ‘ 
cation, Sir. I have always thought however that the Government coach 
moves very slowly. That is the reason why I used the word “forthwith”. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Yes, the move¬ 
ments of Government are slow, as it must move according to conditions, 
circumstances and opportunities. I am glad that my hon’ble friend has 
agreed to omit the word thus making it possible for me to accept the.reso¬ 
lution. 

I am sure we have all listened with very great interest and I may say 
with no little admiration to the exhaustive dissertation of my hon’ble 
friend who has gone fully into the causes of the disease, the range of its 
scope, etc., etc. And in this view, it struck me, as I was listening to his 
speech, that perhaps it was not necessary, when my hon’ble friend him¬ 
self was prepared to enlighten the Council to have a committee at all. 

I may point out to my hon’ble friend, however, that Government 
have not being sleeping over this matter. My friend has mentioned 
a certain impiiry which was initiated by Colonel McCay but which 
could not be finished by him. I also desire to call attention to 
the expert investigation made by Colonel Creagh. His reports contain 
very useful information which will be found to be vey helpful. 
Dr. Bentley last year applied to the Government of India for an expert 
for investigation into the causes of beriberi. His request could not be 
granted and so the inquiry could not be held. The inquiry of course 
would depend on funds. Dr. Bentley w'as of opinion that a sum of 
Rs. 20,000 would be needed. I am sure if the House accepts this reso¬ 
lution, the money would be provided. That being so, I accept the reso¬ 
lution in its modified form. 

The motion was put in the modified form and agreed to. 

Condition of tho Saraswati river. 

BabuSATIBH CHANDRA MUKHARJI: “This Council recom¬ 
mends to the Government that early steps be taken to inquire into the 
present condition of the Saraswati river, in the districts of Hooghly and 
Howrah, and to adopt measures to clear the same and to widen and deepen 
the said river 1o admit a flow' of fresh water.” 

This river, I suppose, is well known to many of the hon’l>le me;^bers, 
and 1 will not deal with it at length this afternoon. It wiU snfSne jto say 
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that the village Satgong situated ou its banks was known as the royal 
port of Bengal. Many populous villages stand on both banks of the river, 
but the present condition of those villages is too deplorable to be de¬ 
scribed. Malaria and cholera are causing a havoc in these villages. This 
river serves three-fold purposes—it serves the purposes of irrigation, 
drinking water and also of the drainage of the country. We say that 
it is a very narrow channel and the water during many months of the 
year is undrinkable and the people absolutely get no water. Moreover, 
the little water that can be found in the river is overgrown with water- 
hyacinth. Besides there is another matter which has been neglected. 
There are bunds, there are embankments and bridges thrown across the 
river and the result is that the river is going to be killed. The river is 
called “j^otificd Eiver.” I do not know under what section and of what 
law it has been notified. It is a very important river. It passes through 
two important districts of Bengal, viz., Hooghly and Howrah. There¬ 
fore, I have brought this to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of Sanitation. Now, Sir, the demand embodied in the resolution is a very 
modest one and consists of three parts—firstly, a request for inciuiry 
into its present condition; secondly, to adopt measures to clear the river 
of water-hyacinth and other weeds so that the people living on both sides 
of the river may safely use the water; and thirdly, td widen and deepen 
the said river. The only objection that may be urged against the adop¬ 
tion of this resolution is the question of costs, but I am quite confident 
that the costs that may have to be incurred to carry out this resolution 
may be realised from the people living on both sides of the river. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I beg to support 
this resolution. I have taken much interest in regard to the excavation 
of this river, and in the old Council in the year 1918,1 brought the matter 
to the notice of Government and I find that some effective steps have been 
taken. The river goes from Bhagirathi near Bajganj and ends in Tribeui 
which is in the district of Hooghly. Government were pleased to allow 
a certaiii sum of money—I now forget the actual amount—it was more 
than a lakh of Rupees, and afterwards another grant of Rs. 40,000. 1 do 
not know why the work did not proceed, probably on account of want of 
funds. But it is necessary, highly necessary, that Government .should 
take effective stops for its excavation. If I describe the condition of the 
villages on both sides of the Saraswati, once a broad, navigable river; if 
I describe the insanitary condition of the lands close by, if 1 describe to 
you the health of the people of the locality, if I describe to you the actual 
peases which are occurring in those localities, I am sure that there will 
not be one of dissentient voice in advocating the resolution. Now I have 
personally seen the condition of the river and I have seen that trees have 
grown on some parts of the silted up lands. The question therefore is— 
we are talking about public health, we are formulating schemes here and 
there—the vital question is as regards the driving away of malaria from 
tfie soil.- Malaria is our greatest enemy, and if we can get rid of it, I flm 



276 


SARASWATI RIVERi 


[6th JlHiT 


sure prosperity will come back to Bengal, otberwise not. The Minister in 
charge of Sanitation told us one day that if he got money he would be in 
a position to di’ive malaria out of the country within a short time. But 
as regards the question of money that is for Government to consider. 1 
consider the health problem is a very important one, and the attention of 
our Minister ought to be first directed towards this matter. That is all 
that we can say. It is for Government to find out the money; it is for us 
to advise Government what is to be done. If the whole scheme is before 
the Council then it will be necessary for us to discuss the whole matter. 
We are perfectly in the dark as to what steps had been taken and what 
steps Government propose to take. Our earnest desire is that Govern¬ 
ment should take the whole matter into their consideration. 

Babu FANINDRALAL DE: The history of the Saraswati is a tra¬ 
gedy. From the once well-known river, it has now dwindled into a mere 
streamlet, unnavigable even after the rain. It is mentioned as far back 
as in the twelfth century, in Muhammadan inscriptions and books and 
even in the maps of Valentine (1660-70) where it is shown as a large 
stream. Then began its deterioration as is shown in Rennel’s Map in 
1779-81, and half a century ago it was a dead river represented merely 
by a chain of pools. Water was then let into it in connection with the 
Eden Canal Scheme, by a cut from Sana Nadi near Gopalnagar and 
it became a running tiny stream though much silted up. The banks of 
the Saraswati are very densely populated, and the river is the only source 
of water-supply to the villagers, both for irrigation and domestic pur¬ 
poses, thvue being no tanks worth speaking of, in many villages, particu¬ 
larly in the Singur police-station, in the district of Hooghly. Between 
1912 and 1916, certain correspondence passed between the representatives 
of the abovementioned villages and the Sanitary Commissioner of Bengal 
regarding the flow of water in Saraswati. The matter was subsequently 
taken up by the Government and a continuous flow was maintained, till 
the beginning of the current year, when the flow ceased in portions in the 
Singur police-station. The condition of the people of the adjacent vill¬ 
ages during the hot season, with the bed of the streamlet entirely dried 
up and choked with rank vegetation can be better imagined than 
described. 

Petitions were submitted, but the usual procedure prevented prompt 
action, in spite of the extreme urgency of the matter. 

The people were compelled to have recourse to the unwholesome water- 
supply of the insanitary dohas for drinking and other domestic purposes, 
the inevitable result being the outbreak of cholera and other bowel 
complaints in these villages. Even the dobas were drying up and the 
people had the dreary prospect of absolute want of water-supply, when 
fortunately the lain came. There is an anti-malarial drainage scheme of 
the Saraswati in Howrah in progress, but the immediate need of the 
people is the reclamation of certain parts of the river in the Hooghly dS(s- 
trict, p^ioularly- from Naeipur and Hhgra. I' therefore* eeoHeiitly 
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request the authorities to take up the matter in hand immediately and 
redress the indescribable sufferings of the people. 


Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICKs Belonging to the district of 
Hooghly, I feel it my duty to support this resolution and to say a few 
words in connection with it. I know the river Saraswati itself, I know 
its present deplorable condition, I know that it has ceased to be a river 
long ago. I further know what troubles have arisen in the whole of the 
locality to which she used to supply water before from the point of view 
of sanitation. The great pity is that a question like this cannot but 
bring disappointment. Resolutions might be passed, but Government 
will pay very little attention to them. The question of sanitation does not 
affect the Europeans much. It is a matter which has received very scanty 
attention from Government and it is well-known. You may pass any 
number of resolutions, but the fact is that Government will not care for 
them. If it were the Police, many a stalwart would have stood up and 
gone on asking for more and more. But when it is the question of sani¬ 
tation, I say with all the responsibility that I have that there is a perfect 
and systematic neglect on the part of Government. Why? because it is 
the poor Indians who suffer in this matter. The rich European—I mean 
the few officials who live in the mufassal—they do not care for all this. 
They are too rich even to be afraid of malaria, too influential even to be 
approached by iti and so long it is a question of the suffering of our own 
people it matters very little to them. 

Well, Sir, so far as this resolution is concerned, I may tell you that 
a considerable portion of the Hooghly district has been made absolutely 
malarious on account of this river being silted up. There were days 
before 1860 when Hooghly and Btirdwan were very healthy. In those 
days the family seat of the, Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwan was a sanitarium. People from this side of Bengal used to go 
to Burdwan to drink the water of the river Banka for the purpose of get¬ 
ting rid of many of their ailments. What is Burdwan to-dayf Let the 
Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur say. So far as the town of Burdwan 
is concerned, I say that. Let the Honlble the Member say as regards the 
rest of Burdwan, the mufassal. It is a matter of great joy to us that he 
has got a palatial residence iii Calcutta, otherwise I am sure the Hon’ble 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan would have broken down in health 
long ago. I congratulate him. If he had to remain in Burdwan, even 
he, I suppose, would have Suffered considerably from the effects of 
malaria. That is the position. But the real question is why do not 
Goverliment care for this? There is something in us—the fault is to 
be found with us for not being able to make Government take adequate 
care about our health and life. There is something in us which does 
not command respect for which the Government do not come forward to 
do all that is necessary in this behalf and to do their own duty in this 
connection, because we have not up till to-day pushed the matter to its 
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legitimate conclusion. If we, the people of this country, were to com¬ 
bine and to declare in one voice that the first thing we want is to make 
the country a healthy ^one, the Government must do it before it spends, 
misspends or squanders money in other directions. We will not listen 
to any other reason and Government will be obliged to do it. 
The weakness lies with us and Government takes advantage of it; 
nothing more nothing less. If we who represent the mufassal all 
combine and push it with all the vigour that it demands and with all 
the emphasis that is necessary, how long can the Government or for 
the matter of that any Government in the world, however great, how¬ 
ever strong, remain apathetic? But we are not prepared to do it that'is 
the whole question. We sometimes move in a spirit like that and Govern¬ 
ment know that these are the people who will shout and then go to sleep. 
Government further know that those people among us who shout are the 
people of the tciwn and they shout because they do not suffer themselves. 
Nothing like suffering, personally in your family, in your children and all 
that. Mere theoretical realisation of the position is not enough. Most 
of us who are in the Council from the western part of Bengal live in 
Calcutta and therefore we are free from the baneftil effects of unhealthi¬ 
ness and malaria in the mufassal. Big xiimindars and Rajas have left 
their homes and have come to live in Calcutta not for electric fans and 
lights, but for the fear of malaria. It is a misfortune to our country that 
our zainindars are leaving their places and are coming to Calcutta. If 
they had been there they would have tried to improve it. Their absence 
from the places makes those places absolutely hopeless. That is the 
situation. 

Then the question that is before us is with regal'd to this particular 
river and with regard to the ill-effects that the silting-up of this river has 
caused in the district of Hooghly and partly also in the district of Howrah. 
But this is only one instance. There are hundreds of instances in W est- 
ern Bengal where malaria is raging and nothing is being done. Schemes 
are being formed, only to be overlooked and neglected. Officers are 
beuig consulted and notes recorded only to be relegated to an unknown 
portion of the Bengal Secretariat. That is the way in which our Govern¬ 
ment work is done. Look at the Malaria Commission and look at all those 
things which the Government do from time to time as a solace as a sop to 
the cries of the people. I say that Government have very little desire to 
help in this matter, and it is our bounden duty—^nay it is our sacred duty 
—^to combine and make the Government do this for the sake of our life 
and health and for the sake of the people in the mufassal. 

With these few words, I support this resolution. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): Sir, on a simple 
issue before the House, we have been given a lecture in this hot afternoon, 
by a gentleman hailing from the district of Hooghly, who has escaped 
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malaria becaiise he practises at Alipore. But I shall lay aside his argu¬ 
ments as they were a general indictment against the Government regard¬ 
ing its dereliction of duty with regard to malaria and other things which 
relate to the Departments of the popular portion of Government—-the 
Ministers. I am sorry that the Minister in charge of the Department 
was not present here to receive the illuminating ideas given by Babu 
Surendra Nath Mullick this afternoon. • 

What I am concerned with immediately is as to whether any steps 
could be taken to improve the condition of the Saraswati river. Regard¬ 
ing that the most clear statement that has been made to this House to-day 
has been by the mover of the resolution, because he nattirally has been 
able to giv*^ us all facts connected with it in a better manner than the 
gentleman living in Calcutta, who, I do not think, travels much on the 
East Indian Railway between Calcutta and Burdwan for, if he did, he 
would have been able to give us the true condition of the Saraswati river. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MULLICK: The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja 
Bahadur is absolutely wrong as I do travel very often on the East Indian 
Railway. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR ef 
BURDWAN: Anyone travelling that side could have at once seen that 
the Saraswati river or what is left of it is more like a nullah than a river. 
So there is no question as to the condition of the Saraswati river being 
what Babu Satish Chandra Mukharji has said in his speech. The ques¬ 
tion of improving the Saraswati river has already been investigated. 
As a result a length of about five miles of the lower end has been excava¬ 
ted lately. The question of a fresh-water supply in the upper reaches 
is, however, a difficult one, because the best way in which this could be 
'done, would be by drawing a supply from the Damodar river. The 
Damodar Canal scheme has recently received the sanction of the Secre¬ 
tary of State. It will soon be put before the Standing Committee to 
consider as to what steps should be taken regarding it. It is an expen¬ 
sive scheme and as such I have my doubts as to whether, at the present 
moment in the present condition of finances of the province, it will be 
pushed through. But if the scheme fructifies, it will be possible to run 
down an assured supply of fresh water into the river Saraswati. Any 
improvement in the bed of the dead river in its upper reaches will then 
be taken up. In the meantime, an inquiry is being made to find out the 
feasibility of drawing a supply from the river Hooghly from the Tribeni 
Ghat, and this subject is now receiving the attention of Government. 
The question as to the adoption of this resolution really*means adopting 
whatVe have already done or are doing. If, however, it will give any 
satisfaction to those interested in the scheme, I am quite prei>ared to 
accept the resolution if the word ** early ".be deleted from the first line, 
for this reason and no other than this scheme depends on the completion 
of the Damodar Canal project. Steps are being taken, and will continue 
to be taken, but early " steps for admitting a fresh supply of water 
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into the Saraswnti river is not possible unless the Damodar Canal project 
was pushed through. For these reasons, if the mover of the resolution 
deletes the word “ early ” from his resolution, I am quite willing to 
accept it on behalf of Government. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJi : Having regard to the assu¬ 
rance given by the Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, I am 
quite willing to delete the word “ early ” from the first line of my reso¬ 
lution. 

The amended motion was then put and agreed to. 

Distribution of Proceedings of the Legisiatiye Councii. 

Babu ANNADA CHAR AN DUTTA: Sir, as motions Nos. HI and 32 
are practically on the same lines as my resolution, I beg permission to be 
allowed to move a consolidated resolution embodying a few verbal 
changes. The resolution will then run as follows: “ This Council recom¬ 
mends to the Government that a copy of the Legislative Council Proceed¬ 
ings be supplied free to different Government otfioes, public associations, 
district and local boards and municipalities in Bengal, principal news¬ 
papers and public libraries of Calcutta and the mufassal Bar libraries 
and other important lawyers’ associations in the Presidency and s\ich 
other offices or persons or bodies as Government may think proper.” 

This was agreed to. 

The desirability of wide publicity of the Council proceedings is recog¬ 
nised on all hands. The more the public know about the doings of the 
Council the better for all concerned. It was admitted by the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler, during the discussion of Mr. D. C. Ghose’s resolution 
yesteday, that the proceedings would have a far-reaching influence in 
moulding the destinies of the cotintry and that it was desirable that the 
voters should know the attitude of their representatives and of the Gov¬ 
ernment. The publication will also be a good check tipon persons sitting 
on the fence. Further a strong party outside has no particular affection 
for the present Council Government. Thoilgh this party can allow going 
into the District and Municipal Boards it cannot bear the name of the 
Council. Not only the activities of the Council are always belittled and 
sometimes perverted, it never conceals that it denies altogether that in 
the present Council Government the representatives of the people have 
got any power or scope to do good to the country. It will be idle to pre¬ 
tend that this party does not count or that it has not captured the, imagi¬ 
nation of a large section. To undo the effects of such preachings—at 
least to a great extent—it is necessary that Council proceedings should 
be made easily available for general public. One may not have rapturous 
admiration for the Council, but we, who have come We to work, should 
be actuated by one desire of working it out to a success-rof course, if that 
is possible. This will not prevent our pointing out the defects of the 
existing system too. Personally, therefore, I would like that the propo¬ 
sition of Mr. D. C. Ghose were carried. Mine is however a more modest 
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one and it wants a little moi’e extension of the present free distribution 
(jt the proceedings. One thousand five hundred copies are now printed 
and about half are supplied free to many Government oifices and olfiiteis 
and members of the Council. Another 500 to 1,500 copies with the resi¬ 
due will be sufficient for extending the distribution to the other associa¬ 
tions and persons referred to in my proposal. Bar associations, especial¬ 
ly in the mufassal, exercise a great influence on public opinion. To them 
and to the public associations, Government measures are invariably sent 
for opinion. Is it not then proper and fair that a copy of the Council pro¬ 
ceedings should also be sent to them ? 

To print the extra copies required will not cost much. The same 
machinery and staff will do the work and additional cost will only be prac¬ 
tically for the additional paper. 

Prompt publication of the Council proceedings would no doubt be very 
desirable. The local papers do, in fact, so far as their space allows, pub¬ 
lish important portions of the speeches and other proceedings. For cur¬ 
rent purposes it serves very usefully and for this we rather should be 
thankful to the press than otherwise. For general referepce, however, 
and for more correct and comprehensive knowledge one has to refer to tlie 
Government publications of the proceedings which give the true and 
accurate picture of what occurs in the Council. 

I therefore hope the resolution will be accepted. 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY ■ I understand that the mover 
of the resolution has accepted a part of my resolution. That being so, I 
have nothing further to add to what the mover of the resolution has said. 

The PRE8IDENT: There is a resolution to be moved by Mr. Syed 
Erf an Ali which was in the nature of an amendment. He is absent and 
the resolution is therefore considered to be withdrawn. 

It was as follows: “ That after the word ‘ municipalities ’ the 
following be inserted, viz., * and recognised associations, principal news¬ 
papers and public libi'aries.’ “ 

Babu RI8HINDRA HATH 8ARKAR: I rise to support the resolu¬ 
tion which has been just placed before this Council. At the beginning, 
I must say that I am not actuated by the motive, as has been suggested 
by some members of this House the other day when the resolution of 
Mr» D. C. Ghose was before this House. It is regrettable that such 
remarks have come from hon’ble members of this Council against another 
hon*ble member of this House; I must say here that I voted against that 
resolution and my reason for voting against that resolution was that that 
resolfltion demanded that translations in Bengali and reviews or accounts 
in Bengali of the proceedings of this Council should be circulated to the 
different bodies mentioned therein. I always find during my course of 
experience of proceedings in courts that happy translations and reviews 
are not always avialable. And then again, in order to do this there must 
be another establishment like the Director of Information which we have, 
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during the course of the Council proceedings in the previous session, 
abolished, and which will be reintroduced in another shape. But the 
present resolution is quite a different thing. It is a demand by the mover 
of the resolution that certain copies of the Council proceedings be cir¬ 
culated amongst different bodies as Bar libraries, newspaper editors 
and such other bodies. If we want to make the reforms a success 
it is necessary that the public should be informed of the proceedings of 
the Council so that they may judge what the Council is doing and what 
their representatives are doing here on behalf of their constituencies. 
But there are some members who are very nervous and who say 
that it is nothing but self-advertisement. If that be the case, let them 
replace the name of the member by the name of the constituency such as 
the hon’ble member for such and such constituency, so that self-advertise¬ 
ment will not be made, as they are afraid of that. If we do not enlighten 
the public bodies what we are doing in this Council Chamber, then I 
think the people will not be in a position to know what we are doing, 
^hen the local newspapers of Calcutta always publish meagre reports— 
and it is not ^ways possible for them also to publish the reports of the 
proceedings or the Council in detail—and when the practice in previous 
years was to publish the proceedings of the Council in the Calcutta 
Gazette, I do not find what harm will be done in circulating a few more 
copies of the Council proceedings to public bodies as has been suggested 
by this resolution. 

With these words, I support the resolution. 

MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler): Sir, this resolution is somewhat similar to the one 
which we discussed the other day, the main difference, and an important 
difference, being that whereas to introduce the system which was recom¬ 
mended previously necessitated the setting up of new machinery, effect 
could be given to this proposal merely by an expansion of our existing 
practice, namely, by printing more copies of our proceedings than we now 
do. To that extent this proposal can be carried out more easily and at 
less expense than that which was made before. As I explained the other 
day, we do already distribute our proceedings on a fairly extensive free 
list which stands roughly at about 700 copies. That includes Government 
officers; a few newpapers, about 21; a few libraries, 9 in Calcutta, 27, 
outside; afid one Bar library and the attorneys' association in Calcutta. 
We print altogether about 1,600 copies at a cost of some Rs. 22,500. 
That number 1,500 includes some 300 copies which are on sale> and it also 
includes a certain number of copies sent to subscribers to the Gazette who 
used to get the proceedings at the time they were included as part of the 
Gazette. If effect was given to this proposal, so far as I can make out,' it 
might mean an addition of something in the neighbourhood of 500 or 600 
more copies; that is to say, there appear to be 82 associations, which are 
recognised by Government; 216 district and local boards an^ municipali¬ 
ties ; 83 Bar libraries and 369 libraries of various kinds, while the total 



1921.] 


DISTRIBUTION OF PROCEEDINGS. 


283 


newspaper list amounts to 118. Taking those figures, and allowing for 
the elimination of the less important bodies, especially among libraries and 
associations, I should say roughly the proposal would mean an addition 
of something in the neighbourhood of 500 copies. Taking our present 
costs as Rs. 22,500 I suppose that the proposal would mean an addition 
to our expenditure of a few thousand rupees. If the Council desire that 
this should he done, Government will have no objection to the suggestion, 
but I would ask that the details of the list be left in the hands of Govern¬ 
ment. That is to say, if the proposal is accepted we should naturally 
supply to all district and local boards and municipalities—which are 
more or less on one level—but in the case of many associations, and'still 
more many libraries, there is a large variety in importance and size and to 
some it will scarcely be necessary to send our proceedings. I take it that 
we should deal with the matter as we do n'ow; we receive an application, 
and if we think that the particular applicant merits the concession, w'e 
put him on the free list. Assuming that the resolution is interpreted in 
that way, leaving us a certain amount of discretion as to details, I have no 
objection to it. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: I thank the Hon’ble Member 
in charge for practically accepting my resolution. I w'ould only point OTit 
that the cost of publication will not be a few thousand rupees because the 
cost of printing 500 copies will be the additional cost of paper only, and 
secondly, the last portion of my resolution will clearly show that it is 
intended to give a certain amount of discretion to Government for the pur¬ 
pose of distributing the Council proceedings free especially to the minor 
bodies. 

The amended resolution was then put and agreed to. 


^ ' Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned to 3 p.m. on Thursday, the 7th July, 
1921, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
previsions of the Government of India Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Thursday, the 7th July, 1921, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

The Hon’ble the President, the Hon’ble the four Members of the 
Executive Council, the llon’ble the three Ministers, and 98 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Teaching staff of the School of Tropical Medicine. 

*XXXIX. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Tiocal Self-Government be 
pleased to state— 

(i) the number of professorships that have been created in the 
School of Tropical Medicine, Calcutta, with emolumeints 
sanctioned for each of them; and 

(it) the names of the professors already appointed ? 

(fc) How many vacancies in professorships and assistant professor¬ 
ships remain still to be filled up ? 

(c) Are these vacancies going to be advertised in the public press? 

(d) Are the claims of suitable Indian medical practitioners (official 
and non-official) to be considered along with those of Europeans? 

(e) Is the selection to be made by the Government of Bengal or by 
Government of India ? 

(/) Is it a fact that it is the intention of Government to give these 
professors high salaiues, and some additional remuneration, and to 
debar them from the privilege of private practice ? 

(ff) Is it a fact that the Director of Public Health, Bengal, will 
also be the Professor of Hygiene in addition to his own duties ? 

{h) If so, what will be his additional remuneration, and the num¬ 
ber of hours he will have to devote to his new duties ? 

MINISTER in charge -of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’bid Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) (i) 

and (u) A statement furnishing the information is laid on the table. 
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(b), (c), (d), (e) and (/) This Government are not at present 
in a position to make a statement as the matter is under consideration 
of the Government of India. 

(ff) The answer is in the negative. 

(h) This does not arise. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. XXXIX («). 


w 


(«) 

Number of appointments 
already created. 


Pay alruady Professors already 

sanctiooed. appointed. 



Bs. 

(1) Wrector and Professor 
of Tropical Medicine. 


1,800 Lt.-Col. J. W. Megaw, 

I.M.S. 

(2) Professor of Pathology, 
Bacteriology and 

Helminthology 

Pay 

Allowance 

... 750—1,650 Major R. Knowles, i.m.s. 

300 

(3) Professor of Protozoo¬ 
logy and Entomology 

Pay 

Allowance 

... 750—1,650 „ H. W. Acton, I.M.S. 

300 

( 4 ) Professor of Pharmaco¬ 
logy ... 

Pay 

Allowance 

¥ 

... 750—1,650 „ R. N. Chopra, i.m.s. 

300 


(5) Professor of Biochemis¬ 
try and Serology ... . . To he held by the imperio] 

Serologist without extra 
remuneration. 

y. J3.-~Revised proposals for the staff and pay are under the consideration of tlie Government of 
India. 

Revised pay and prospects of Sub-Deputy Collector and Sub-Registrars. 

•XL. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUOHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Ai)pointment Department be pleased to 
state from what date the scheme for the improvement of the pay and 
prospects of the Sub-Deputy Collectors and Sub-Registrars will be given 
effect to ? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler): It is hoped to give effect to the scheme for 
Sub-Registrars from the 1st December, 1921. The decisions of Govern¬ 
ment with regard to the Subordinate Civil Service wnll be made public 

at an early date. 

♦ 

Expenditure on certain police oases. 

•XLI. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the .Judicial Department be pleased to furnish a 
'statement of the coat incurred by Government during the last five years 
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in connection with the prosecution of such cases as were under the 
supervision and control of the Additional Legal Kememhraucer, and 
also a statement of the cost of the prosecution of similar cases during the 
five years immediately prior to the creation of the post of Additional 
Legal Remembrancer? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Sir Abfl*ur-Rahini)! (a) Owning to the abolition of the post of the Addi¬ 
tional Ijegal Remembrancer, it will take considerable time for the office 
to collect the necessary facts. • 

(b) As regards the second part of the question, a statement is laid on 
the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. XLT. 








Oontlnuoiuiiea paid 




Year. 

NameR of cases. 


(jounRei and 
Pleadcr'A fe&n. 

out of Legal 
Keinenibruiicer’s 

Total. 





1 



Siidge*'. 







Us. 

A. 

p. 

Bs. A. p. 

Rh. 

A. 

p. 

191M2 ... 

Khnlna-Jessore Gang case 

... 

19,902 

0 

0 

6 4 0 

19,907 

4 

0 


Howrah Gang case ... 

... 

47,87fi 

0 

0 

1,437 14 0 

49,313 

14 

0 


Malda .Sedition case. (Kmperor 

Nil 


62 14 8 

! 52 

1 

) 

14 

8 


versus Btiieiidra Nath Adhikari). 






Rajendrapur Train Dacoity 

caflc 

6,029 

0 

0 

Nil 

6,029 

0 

0 


CKmperor verjKi Suresh ChaDdra 








Seiigupta). 










Munsbiganj Bomb case (Em- 

5,114 

0 

0 

Nil 

6,114 

0 

0 


peror versus Lalit Chandra Boy- 






chowdhury). 


6,836 



Nil 

6,836 

0 

0 


Dacca shootinf^ case (Kaiperor 

0 

0 






versus Niipendra Bhusban 








Ghakravntty.) 




i 

1 






lOtb Jat's case 

sea 

266 

0 

0 

Nil 

266 

0 

0 


Dacca Conspiracy appeal 

• ee 

61,416 

0 

0 

Nil 

61,415 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Total 

tee 




l•••*s 

1,87,972 

0 

8 

1»12>13 ... 

Dacca Conspiracy case 

see 

18,110 

0 

0 

100 0 0 

1«,210 

0 

0 


10th Jat’s case 

• •• 

610 

0 

0 

Nil 

610 

0 

U 


Total 

ee* 





18,720 

0 

0 

1913-14 ... 

Comilla Dacoity case 

e*« 

22,026 

0 

0 

Nil 

22,026 

0 

0 


Barisal Conspiracy ease 

set 

7,660 

0 

0 

Nil 

7,660 

0 

0 


Howrah gang case ... 

see 

187 

0 

0 

Nil 

137 

0 

0 


“Hablul Matin " 

see 

680 

0 

0 

Nil 

680 

0 

0 


Be pamphlet “ Come over 

to 

6,780 

0 

0 

Nil ' 

6,780 

0 

0 


Macedonia and help us.” 
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Year. 


191.S-U . 


19I4-15 .. 


1916-16 


Kanwe of caaon. 

Oonnsel and 
Pleader’s foes. 

Ooritiiigenoioa paid 
out at Legal 
Ronvnnbraiioer’s 
budget. 

Total. 





Rs. 

1. 

V 

Rs. A. 

V. 

Rs. 

A. 

p. 

“ Amriia Bazar Patrika ” 
tempt case. 

Con- 

9,620 13 

6 

Mil 


2,620 13 

6 

Madaripur ConHpij||f:y caac 

vee 

6,420 

0 

0 

Mil 


6,420 

0 

0 

Mirmal Kanto Roy’s case 

see 

Mil 



1,200 0 

0 

1,200 

0 

0 

Re Certaia Dacca events (April 
and May, 1913;. 

7,990 

0 

0 

Mil 


7,990 

0 

0 

Oonfidential opinion 

• •• 

170 

0 

0 

Nil 


170 

0 

0 

Total 

see 

e ese 





6 !,672 

13 

6 

Nirmal Kanto Roy’s case 

see 

36,518 

0 

0 

1,668 0 

0 

38,186 

0 

0 

Madaripnr Conspiracy case 

eve 

1,010 

0 

0 

m 

if 


1,010 

0 

0 

Raja Bazar Bomb case 

ess 

77,683 

12 

0 

2,1#6 0 

4 

79,7.30 12 

4 

Missing Anns case ... 

ess 

61,930 

0 

0 

Mil 


61,930 

0 

0 

Baranagore Arms Act case 

... 

9;j.67 

0 

0 

Mil 


9,367 

0 

0 

Supplementary Barisal 
spiracy case. 

Con- 

6,780 

'0 

0 

Mil 


.6,780 

0 

0 

Chittagong Murder case 

see 

680 

0 

0 

Mil 


680 

0 

0 

Musalmanpara Bomb case 

... 

29,110 

0 

0 

360 8 

0 

20,170 

8 

0 

Emperor verw Sisir Kumar Gtiha 
Roy. 

1,000 

0 

0 

Nil 


1,000 

0 

0 

Emperor veriut Gopal Chandra 
Roy. 

740 

0 

0 

Nil 


740 

0 

0 

Emperoi versus Lai Mohan Roy... 

1,600 

0 

0 

Mil 


1,600 

0 

0 

Emperor versus Taraprasanna 

600 

0 

0 

Nil 


600 

0 

0 

ixuua. 

Total 

... 






2,30,004 

4 

4 

stolen Arniscase 

ee e 

39,446 

0 

0 

Mil 


39,446 

0 

0 

Musalmanpara Bomb case 

ess 

12,240 

0 

0 

1,106 14 

0 

13,ai5 

14 

0 

Emperor versus Radha Ch. 
manik. 

Pra- 

9,776 

0 

0 

Mil 


9,775 

0 

0 

Barisal Conspiracy case 

ee« 

840 

0 

0 

Mil 


340 

0 

0 

Pragpur and Kalipur Dacoity case 

266 

0 

0 

Mil 

• 

256 

0 

0 

Sibpur Dacoity case ... 

see 

8,740 

0 

0 

Mil 


8,740 

0 

0 

“ Comrade ” case ... 

ese 

1,445 

0 

0 

Mil 


1,446 

0 

0 

Emperor versus Khagendranath 
Das. * 

256 

0 

0 

Mil 


256 

0 

0 

Emperor versus Prafulla E. Bhat* 
tashali. 

4,760 

0 

0 

Mil 


4,760 

0 

0 

Emperor versus Hiralal Biswas ... 

426 

0 

0 

Mil 


425 

0 

*0 

Total 

see 

aeeee 





78,787 14 

a 
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Bs. 

A. 

p. 

1911-12 


• •• 

... 1,37,972 

0 

8 

1912-13 

• •• 

• •• 

18,720 

0 

0 

1913.14 

• • • 

• •• 

... 53,672 

13 

6 

1914-16 

• •• 

• vs 

... 2,30,004 

4 

4 

1915-16 


• • ■ 

73,787 

14 

0 



Total 

...’^ 5,14,157 

0 

6 


Erosion of 

Noakhali 

town. 




•XLII. Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: (a) Is the Heu’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works aware that 
the erosion of the Noakhali municipality on the east and south-east, 
caused by the tides in the Noakhali khal, has been quicker than before, 
and that it is believed that the courts and other Government buildings 
are likely to be deitroyed within a year and a half? 

(b) Have the Government taken any action, and, if so, what, to recon¬ 
struct tliese courts and buildings in a safer place? 

(c) Are the Government taking any action, and, if so, what, to stop 
the erosion of the Noakhali kJuil? 

{(I) Are they taking any steps to erect a bund (embankment) higher 
up? 

(e) (/■) Have the Government received any representation from the 
people of Noakhali for erecting such an embankment; (u) and have the 
local authorities reported on or recommended such action? 

(/) Have the Government sent any river expert to report on such 
report or recommendation ? 

(ff) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of sending 
such an expert to examine and report on the matter at once? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon’bfe the Naiyab Saiyid Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): (a) Yes; the 
rate of erosion is greater than it was last year; but it differs little from 
the average of the last three years. 

Yes; if the erosion continues at the present rate. 

(b) liand has been acquired at Sonapur and Maijdi, where temporary 
buildings may be constructed whj|n the necessity arises. 

(c) Observations are being taken, and the result of these will be con¬ 
sidered after the rainy season. 

(d) No. 

(e) (t) Yes. 

{it) Yes; the local Public Works Department officers reported on the 
proposal. 
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(/) and (^) No; the locality was inspected in August last by the Chief 
Engineer, Public Works Department, who was not in favour of making an 
embankment and diverting the khal. The question of deputing an officer 
tfi make a further report will he considered when the observations 
referred to in (c) are completed. 

Muhammadans on the Board of the Calcutta Improvement Trust. 

*XLIII. Mr. SYED ERFAN ALIS (a) Will the Hon’ble the Min¬ 
ister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state whether any Mussalman member has been appointed to the Board of 
the Calcutta Improvement Trust since its creation ? 

(b) If not, will thfe Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the 
reasons for not appointing a Mussalman? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) No, but 

Muhammadan members have sat on many of the committees apiwintcd 
to hear objections to individual schemes. 

(ft) Tinder section 5 of the Calcutta Improvement Act, Governraefit 
can appoint only four members. In making appointments Government 
endeavour to select those persons who are most competent to assist in 
carrying on the work of the Trust without reference to their religion. 


Scarcity of drinking water in Murshidabad district. 

*XLIV. Mauivi EKRAMULHUQ: Has the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Tiocal Self-Government been 
drawn to the great scarcity of water for drinking or irrigation purposes 
in the district of Murshidabad and other places ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Government 
are aware of the complaints on the subject, which are most frequent 
during the hot weather. 


Rangpur cattle farm. 

*XLV. Babu ilOGESH CHANDRA SARKAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state in what year the cattle farm at Rangpur was estab¬ 
lished, and also the total amount expended on it up to date ? 

(ft) Will the Hon’ble the Minister also be pleased to state what the 
object of starting the farm was ? 

(c) Are the ‘Government considering the desirability, instead of 
spending money on the maintenance of a farm, of improving the breed 
of Rangpur ca^ttle by annually purchasing suitable stud bulls with the 
amount thus saved P 
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MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon'ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur); (a) The cattle farm at llangpur was established in 
1914-15, and (he total expenditure incurred on account of this farm up 
to the Slst March, 1921, amounted to Its. 2,91,460. 

(h) The farm was started as an exiieriment with the object of ascer¬ 
taining whether improved cattle could be profitably bred in Bengal, 
as in the past this province has relied very largely on importations from 
Bihar and Upper India. 

The breeding experiments are divided into two parts. In one portion 
of the herd indigenous cows are being crossed with Hissar bulls to see 
whether improvement can be obtained through the sire. In the other 
half local bulls are used on the local cows with a view to ascertaining 
the immediate effect of proper food and better treatment. Milk 
records*arc kept of all the cows in the lierd, as it is now generally accept¬ 
ed that a good milking cow is likely to prove a better mother and there¬ 
fore produce better progeny than a ])oor milker. Another line of 
work which is being carried out is an investigation into the food of 
cattle and experiments with fodder crops. 

It will bo obvious that until several generations of these cattle have 
been obseiwed, it will not be imssible to make a reliable pronouncement 
on these experiments. In the meantime, however, valuable experience 
is being gained which will prove of great value in framing our future 
cattle-breeding policy. 

(c) No. 

Formation of union boards in Rangpur. 

•XLVI. Babu JOCE8H CHANDRA SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government 
be pleased to state why steps have not been taken to form union boards 
in the district of llangpur, and also when the constitution of such 
boards is likely to be taken up ? 

The Hon'ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Proposals for 
the constitution of 102 union boards have been received but cannot be 
sanctioned pending the receipt of certain information which has been 
a.sked for. The local officers are being asked to expedite the supply of 
the information required. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Chandpur affairs and Government officials’ attitu(||. 

170. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH SARKAR: (a) Will tke Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to say why, 
and at whose instance, Gurkha soldiers were sent to Chandpur IP 
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(&) Who gave the order to the Gurkha soldiers to disperse the coolies 
from the railway platform at midnight when they were sleeping ? 

(c) Are the miseries and sufferings of the coolies at Chandi)ur depicted 
by Mr. Andrews true ? ^ . 

{d) If so, what steps are being taken to alleviate them? 

(e) Is there any truth in the rumour that many of the high Oovern- 
loent officials, being shareholders of various tea gardens, are interested' 
to see that the coolies return to the gardens and that, therefore, no 
sympathy is shown by Government to the suft'orings of the coolies, but 
that, on the other hand, oppressive measures were taken against them? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler): (a) The member is referred to jxiragraph 3 of the 
coviviunique ofc the 7th June. 

(/*) The member is referred to paragraph 4 of the comvmniquS. 

(c) Jind (d) The member is I'eferred to paragraphs 8, 10, 11, 12, 17 (ii) 
of the communique. Since its issue, except some 84 sick who are being 
treated at Chandpur under the arrangements described in the commwq^ue 
all the coolies have been repatriated. 

(c) None whatever. If the member has not in his possession inform¬ 
ation substantiating the rumour the question is unjustified and improper. 
If the member or his informants will define the insinuation outside the 
Council as implicating any individual. Government will take further 
action. 


Bankura famine. 

171. Babu RISK IN DR A NATH SARKAR: {a) Will the llon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) 
be ph‘ased to state the number of times that there has been famine or 
scarcity in the district of Bankura or any part of it <luring the last ten 
years ? 

(6) Have any steps been taken to ascertain how facilities for irrigation 
can be improved in the district ? 

(c) If so, will the Government be pleased to state the result? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(«) Famine was declared in the district of .Bankura twice during the 
last ten years, in the years 1916 and 1919. 

(ft) Several co-operative Irrigation societies have been formed in the 
district of Bankura with a view to improving irrigation. The Birai river 
project and a project in connection with the proposed Damodar Canal have 
also been investigated by the Irrigation Department. Irrigation rights 
have been recorded in the record-of-rights prepared l^y the Settlement 
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Officers; it is hoped that this will facilitate the use of the Bengal 
Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act, 1820, for the restoration 
and improvement of irrigation works. 

(c) Six irrigation schemes started by the co-operative societies are 
already in progress. The two projects investigated by the Irrigation 
Department were abandoned as examination showed that they could not 
be accepted as productive or protective. 


Settlement costs in certain districts. 

172. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR; (a) Will the Ilon’ble 
the Member in charge of Department of Revenue (Land Rovonuo) be 
jdeased to state what has been the initial estimate and the final expendi¬ 
ture in the survey and settlement operations of the districts of— 

(i) Faridpur. 

(ii) Dacca, 

(iii) My men sin gh, 

(iv) Midnapore, and 

(v) RajshahiP 


(b) What was the amount recoverable from landlords and raiyats 
under section 114 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, and the amount actually 
recovered, in the districts where the survey and settlement operations 
had recently been finished, viz:— 

(i) Mymeusingh, 

(ii) Dacca, 

(iii) iSlidnapore, 

(iv) Rajshahi, and 

(-«) Tippera-NoakhaliP 

(c) Is it a fact that the excess recovery in these districts was 
appropriated by the Government of India ? 

(d) If so, why have no steps been taken to get the amount back, 
to be constituted into a fund for works of some public utility in the 
districts concerned? 

V » e 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAilADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) A statement is given below to show (1) the initial 
estimate, and (2) the approximate fihsd expenditure in the survey and 
settlement operations of the districts referred to. The initial esti¬ 
mate is not a detailed estimate, but is a rough estimate based on area. 
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As the accounts ^htkve l^ot been closed the figures of final expenditttre 
are not final• 

Last revised estimate Final 


District. 

Iniiial eatimata (net). 

as approved by 

ezpenditare 


Government (net). 

Inet). U). 


Ra. 

Rs. 

Ra. 

Faridpur 

9,16,646 

27,45.547 

26,96,670 

Dacca ... 

16,00,000 

25.12,845 

23,56,902 

Myrnenaingh 

... 29,00,000 

43,38,069 . 

39,64,150 

Midnapore 

17,.*«5,860 

28,44,088 

26,85,029 

Rajshabi ... 

15,25,000 

27,93,709 

29,13,863 


(fe) The whole cost of all 'these operations was legally recoverable, 
under section 114 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, but in accordance with 
the orders of the Government of India, which have been incorporated 
in rule 96 (2) (a) of the Survey and Settlement Manual, proposals 
were framed to bring in three-fourths of the net expenditure. In some 
I'lises this expenditure was up to the last moment ex]X)cted to be larger 
than the figures shown in (a). The amount recoverable under the 
principle refeiTed to above and the amount recovered are given in the 
statement noted below;— * 


Amount recoverable 

Dibtiuct. from landlords and Amoirn* Mtuall 

tenant*.'' recovered. 


Mymensingh 

Dacca 

Midnapore 

Rajshabi 

Tippera-Noakliali 


Rs. Rs. 

30,10,097 v32‘;42,163 

17,87,677 ■ ' 22,34,7^ 

20,37,577 22,67,765 

22,06,19a 22,3^,868 

15,55,247 , 16’;04;370 


(c) It is a fact that the difference between the t|yeii-four^8 o| the 

net cost as shown in (6) and the amount actually recovered has been 
credited to the Government of India, but, as statedl* total 

amount credited in all cases is less than the amount advauTOd. 

(d) It is by an act of grace that Government do n<»t collect the 
whole cost of settlement operations instituted under section 101 (1), 
Bengal Tenancy Act, from the landlords and tenants, and if three- 
fourtfis of the cost could not be collect^4 M^any district, the State would 
have to bear the loss. It would th^ore be useless for this Govern¬ 
ment to claim any refuiid from .^hi^Gl^vemnient of India. 

QiiaUfItttttim iHitf 8^11 of Sub-Registrars. 

ITfi MaundtaiMia 1 C. M. ^WfeAL, Kbiw Bahadurs (a) WiU the 

.J^on’hle ilt« Ulster iak charge of the Departoeht of Educatioji be pleased 
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to state under wbat minimuni qtialifications the appointments of Sub- 
Registrarships are given to candidates ? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state— 

(O -whether the cases of those candidates who have served in the 
‘‘Indian Defence Force” are especially considered; and 
(it) whether the ‘‘ Oversea Rei-vices ” of their family members 
^uring the war are taken into consideration? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state— 

(i) how many candidates, having the qualifications under clause 

(6), were there from Alipore, 24-Parganas, in 1.919 and 
1920;,^nd 

(ii) how many of these were nominated by the Commissioners of 
the Division, and how many were taken in, and how many of 
them were Mussulmans ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
cases of the unsuccessful nominees of the Commissioner will be recon¬ 
sidered at the next selection? 

MIHISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (a) The member is referred to rules 3, 4 and 
5 of the Rules for appointment in the Registration Depiirtment, a copy 
of which is Ihid on the table. 

(b) (i) The'janswer is in the affirmative. 

(ii) The member is referred to rule 6 (c) of the Rules for appoint¬ 
ment in the Hegiltration Department. 

(c) (i) T^ee. 

(ii) Thj^ee were nominated by the Commissioner of the Presidency 
Division and dhe was appointed. One of these, who was not appointed, 
was a Mtisi^alinan,'*'^'' 

’‘Tlby will be conmdered if they are again nominated. 

' 

Rule» for appointment in the Registration Department, referred to in the 
reply to unstarred question No, 173. 

[As corrected up to Ist September, 1919—vide notification No. 14T.—B., dated 
20th April, 1918, notification No. 2290 Regtn., dated 10th March, 1919, and notifi¬ 
cation No. 910 T.—^R., dated 28th July, 1919.] 

1. The number of probationers to lie appointed in the Registration Department 
will be determined each year by the Governor in Council. The number of appoint¬ 
ments to be made and the authorities % #hoix\ nominations for these appointments ■ 
will be made will be notified in the Qq^^tta diileffe as soon as possible after the 1st 
August of each year. 

2. Ordinarily 76 fier cent, •ppoiniments will be made on the nomination 
of the Gommissioners of pivi8iott|^d $6 pu' essat. on the noxoii^ti(m of the Inspeo- 
tor-Ueneral of Registration. The Governor in Council reseiwea the )^weir*iu make, 
appointments in exceptional casiM wi^ont calling for nominations. - « 
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3. Candidates nominated by the Commissioner of a Division' must ordinarily 
fulfil the following conditions:— 

(a) they must belong to families resident or domiciled in the Division; 

(b) they must be of good character; 

(c) they must be of sound health and robust constitution; 

(d) they must not be under 20 or over 26 years of age on the 31st December of 
the year to which the nominations relate; 

(e) (i) they must have passed the I.A. or the I.Sc. Examination of the. Calcutta 

University, or the corresponding examinations of any other recognized 
Indian University, or have qualifications declared by Government to be 
equivalent to passing such examinations; or 
(ti) they must have passed the higher standard or the final examination of 
the Arabic Department of a recognized Madrassa, and have sufiicient 
knowledge of English for the proper performance of the duties of a Sub- 
Begistrar; 

(/) they must be able to read with facility documents written in Bengali. 

4. Candidates nominated by the Inspector-General of Registration must fulfil 
the conditions (b) to (/) in rule 3. 

5. The Commissioners of Divisions and the Inspector-General of Registration 

are not precluded from nominating persons who may not be eligible under rule 3 (d) 
and (e), but whose claims appear for particular reasons to deserve special considera¬ 
tion, and who have sufficient knowledge of English to enable them to discharge effi¬ 
ciently the duties of a Sub-Registrar. , 

6. (a) For each appointment aUotted to the Division, every District Officer will 
submit to the Commissioner, on or before a date to be fixed by the latter, the names 
of two candidates belonging to families resident or domiciled in his district. In sub¬ 
mitting these he will give in Form I, appended to these rules, a brief statement of 
the grounds of his recommendations in each case. Form I should, be. gpcompanied 
by a certificate of character and conduct from the Principal of the Inrtitution at 
which the candidate last studied for not less than one year, or from some responsible 
officers of Government, a medical certificate in Form II appended to thest rules, 
and evidence of the candidate’s age and educational qualifications. 

(b) The Commissioner and the District Officers in his Division will meet on a 
date to be fixed by the Commissioner, and will consider the claims of all the candi¬ 
dates nominated. *They will also call the candidates before them and see'und con¬ 
verse with them so as to form an opinion regarding their suitability. The Com¬ 
missioner will then select two names for each of the appointments to be made on 
his nomination and submit them in order of preference to Government by a date 
not later than the let October, stating his reasons for the preference given. With 
his report submitting these names the Commissioner will submit Forms I and II 
for all candidates, entering in each case in the last column of Form I his own 
opinion as to the suitobility of the candidate. 

(e) Dt making nominations special attention should be paid to soqial qualifica¬ 
tions and family status and influence, to services rendered by the candidate’s 
father or his family, to the claims of backward communities and to the possession of 
a robust constitution, 

*1. ^he Inspector-General of Registiation will submit to Government in 
Form I, on or l^fore the 1st October‘'<^n each year, two names for each appoint¬ 
ment to be made on his nomination. 

8. Each probationer will get an allowance of Rs. 30 t>or month. Appointments 
in grade y. of Bub-Registrart will be^^ven to aptn^dved probationeiv as vacancies 
in tha Mdre occur. .Probationers will, as far as possible, be posted to Offices in the 

T 1 
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Dirision to which they belong; but nftdr confimation tiiey will be liable to trans^ 
fer at any time to any dIBoe in the Province at the discretion of Gkivemment. 

9. The Governor in Conndl may, in special cases, declare the period of 
probation to be unnecessary and may also make direct appointments to the higher 
grades of Sub-Registrars. 


Form I. 

Column 1 .—^Name of candidate and address in full. 

Column S. —^Father’s name, profession or occupation and address in full. 

Column S. —^Religion and caste or race. 

Column 4.—4)ate of birth (day and month to be given). 

Column 5 .—^Educational qualifications. 

Column 6.—Other information regarding the candidate (physique, moral cha¬ 
racter, preseiit occupation, etc.), including a declaration whether or not he has 
at any time been pronounced unfit for Government employment by the Medical 
Board at the India Office, or any other duly constituted medical authority. 

Column 7.—A memorandum of the status and services of members of the 
family. 

Column 8 .—Special claims for consideration. 

Column 9 .—Remarks indicating degree of District Officer’s personal knowledge 
of candidate and sources of information about him, with Commissioner’s opinion 
as to the suitability of the candidate. 


Form II. 

I Bengal Civil Medical Department Form No. 3d.] 

[Medical Certi^cate under Bengal Government Resolution No. 3399 Medl., dated 

the 30th June, 1897.] 


Special Certificate of Physical Fitness for Government Service. 


I, *do hereby certify that I have examined , a candidate for 

employment in His age is by his own statement years, 

and by appearance years. 


(a) Generah conformation. 

(b) Vision. 

(c) Hearing. 

(d) Lungs. 

(e) Heart. 

(/) Liver. 


(g) Spleen. 

(li) Hernia, present or absent, f 
(i) Hydrocele, present or absent, f 
O') Glycosuria, present or absent, f 
(k) Albuminuria, present or absent. 
(0 Distinguishing marks. 


I consider that he is of sound health and good physique, and capable of bearing 
farigue and exposure, and that he is fit to enter the service of Government, t 
1 consider him unfit to enter the service of Government for the reason given 
at t 


Place 

Date. 


) 


Civil Surgeon. 


* DesignatioB of Medteal Officer. * 

t StHke out ** precent" or "absent "la (4), (D, (»), (4), and whichever of the concindintf senten¬ 
ces doee not apply. . 

' L; Bi^, 

Seerotary to the Ootemment. of Bengal, 
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Number of rieor daeoities and the work of river poiioe. 

174. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur s Will the Hou’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing— 

(a) the number <of river daeoities committed year by year in 
Bengal since the introduction of the river police system; 

(6) the number of such cases year by year detected by the river 
police; and 

(c) the number of cases in which the river police interfered on the 
spot and prevented the commission of daeoities or similar 
crimes ? 


MEMBER in oharg^ of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the HoiPble 
Sir Honry Wheeler)! (a) The river police system is in force only 
in the river districts of Eastern Bengal. It was initiated in 1912 on 
a small scale, and has been gradually extended since; the scheme has 
not yet been completely introduced. The number of river daeoities 
reported in the districts in which the river police are employed is— 


1912 

1913 

1914 
1916 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 (to date) 


17 

15 
40 
32 
37 
11 

18 

16 
11 

3 


(b) The river police is not employed on the investigati^ of crime. 
It is a preventive force which affords protection on the main waterways 
by means of patrols and its floating police-stations. 

(c) There has been no occasion on which the river poli<% intervened 
when a dacoity was being committed. Information regarding the work 
of the river police is contained in paragraph 14 *of > the annual report 
on the police administration. 


Assistant Jailors. 

175. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble the Member in cl^rge of the Department of Itevenue.'(Jails), be 
pleased to state— 

( 1 ) the nupiber of temporary aasistapt |ailors appointed as proba- 
tifpnary assistant jailors on the 29th March, 1920, on the 
reorganisation of the jail service; 
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(it) the period for which they will have to serve as probationary 
assistant jailors before their confirmation to the grade of 
assistant jailors; and 

(Hi) the reasons for not reckoning their periods of services for 
which they served as temporary assistant jailors and sub. 
pro tern, probationers ? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that in many jails the pro¬ 
bationary assistant jailors have not been provided with any quarters in 
the jail premises, and that they live outside, and that no house rent is 
given? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reason for 
not allowing the assistant jailors to keep cows in the jail premises at 
their own expense? 

(d) Is it a fact that each jailor is allowed to keep two cows and two 
calves at a time for the supply of milk ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’ble Sir Abtf-ur-Rahim): (a) {i) None; but four temporary 
assistant jailors were appointed as assistant jailors on probation. 

(m) Ordinarily they will be on probation for two years. 

(m) In accordance with the conditions of their appointment, 
though they agee admitted to the cadre of assistant jailors, they must 
render service for not less than two years on their probationary pay. 

(6) The number of assistant jailors and probationers having been 
increased from 64 to 77, Government quarters are not available for all. 
Probationers are given quarters only when they are available. The 
Jail Code rules do not provide for the grant of free quarters, to proba¬ 
tioners and they are not given house rent. 

(c) Rule 1098 of the Bengal Jail Code may be seen. 

(d) Yes, under the same rule 1098. 

Practice of ** phooka bn milch cows in Calcutta. 

176. iabu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state what steps 
have been taken to prohibit the practice of phooka on xiiilch cows of 
Calcutta P 

{h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what steps have 
been taken to establish and maintain charitable veterinary dispensaries 
in Calcutta ? 

The Hon’bia Sir HENRY WHEELERS (a) The member is referred 
to the answer given to unstarred question* No. 4 (c) (v) on the 7th 
February last. 

(b)- In Oaloufta there is a veterinary hospital attached to the Bengal 
'Veterinary College which affords free treatment of cattle belonging to 
other than “ weU-to-do people.’’ . 
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Nomination of eandiilateo from Chittagong for proYinoial and subordinate 

civil services and excise service. 

177. Munshi AYUB ALIS (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state the total 
number of candidates nominated by the District Magistrate, Chittagong, 
in September, 1920, for each of the following services:— 

(1) provincial civil service; 

* (2) subordinate civil service; and 

(3) excise service? 

(b) Of the total candidates selected for each department by the Dis¬ 
trict Magistrate, Chittagong, how many were Muhammadans and hou 
many from among these Muhammadan candidates have been appointed? 

(c) Do the Government take into consideration the proportion of 
Moslem population of the district at the time of recruiting ofdcers in the 
above services ? 

(d) If so, will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to give a list ol 
Muhammadan officers, having their domicile in the district of Chittagong, 
in the provincial and siibordinate civil services, together with a list of 
Muhammadan officers recruited hitherto through nomination from the 
same district in the gazetted excise service ?* 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) (i) One: 

(2) One. 

(3) Two for superintendentships and two for inspectorships. 

(6) The nominees for the provincial and subordinate civil services 
were both Muhammadans, and two of the nominees for the excise service 
were Muhammadans. None of them were appointed. 

(c) No. 

(d) The question does not arise. 

Allegfld employment of dismissed Government.servant as the Government 

mukhtear at Pirojpur. 

• 

178. MauivI AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware that Munshi Maha- 
fezuddin Ahmed, mukhtear of Pirojpur subdivision, . in the district of 
Bakarganj, has recently been appointed as a Government mukhtear? 

(b) Is it a'fact that he was a settlement kanungo and was dismissed, 
being accused under section ,498, or a similar section, of the Indian Penal 
Code? 

«(c) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state whether there 
is any rule against the employment in Government service of a dismissed 
officer? 

ThoH^’bloSir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) No. MunsR^ahafezuddin 
Ahmed, mukhtear of Pirojpur subdivision in the district of Bakarganj, 
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has not been appointed Government niukhtear. He was engaged on 30th 
April, 1921, by the Subdivisional Officer of Pirojpur, with the approval 
of the Additional District Magistrate of Bakargauj to conduct a few crim¬ 
inal cases when the services of a court sub-inspector were not available. 
His engagement was subject to the sanction of the Legal Bemembrancer. 

(b) It is a fact that he was a settlement kanuugo and he was dis¬ 
miss^ from the service. But the Government have no information that he 
was accused under section 498 or a similar section of the Indian Penal 
Code. 

(c) The rule against the einployment in Government service of a dis¬ 
missed officer has no application in cases like the present. 

\ 

Hill Journey of the Director of Agriculture. 

179. Babu BHABENDRA CHANDRA RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state the number of days on which the Director of Agricul¬ 
ture, Bengal, was at Kalimpong or other hill stations during the curreitt 
summer session? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the jute crop this year is 
undergoing a crisis and that there is considerable uneasiness among the 
agricultural people on account of unfavourable weather conditions, etc. ? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what steps 
the Director of Agriculture took to keep himself in constant personal touch 
with the situation ? 

{d) What was the urgency of the work which took him to the hills? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Khan 
Bahadur: (a) Twenty-five days. 

(b) No definite information can be given till the 13th July, when an 
estimate of the area sown under jute in Bengal and a general survey of the 
prospects will be published in the preliminary forecasts of this crop. 

(c) The situation is being watched* as in. previous years, through the 
agency of the local Agricultural Officers and Divisional Superintendents 
of Agriculture, who are constantly on tour in the jute-growing areas. 

(d) The Director of Agriculture visited Ealimpong for the purpose of 
inspecting the demonstration farm and the various agricultural demon¬ 
stration centrea in the Government estates, and in order to discuss with 
the Imperial Protosoologist the question of the establishment of an 
Imperial research silk institute in the hills. He was requested to be at 
Darjeeling for a short time to discuss with Government certain important 
questions. 

Indiaiiifing tbe Agrieultural Dapartmant. 

m Babii BHARENdRA CHANDRA RAY: (a) WiU ^e Hdn’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department oi Agriculture and Industries 
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be pleased to state bow many of the Provincial Agricultural Service men 
in Bengal have had a training in foreign Universities, and whether it is a 
fact that some of them have had a brilliant academic career there ? 

(b) Has the attention of the Hon’ble the Minister been drawn to the 
various editorial articles and correspondence in the Bengalee, Amrita 
Bazar Patrika, Englishman, etc., on the question of appointing more 
Indians to the higher posts in the Bengal Agriculture Department? 

(c) What steps have been taken to Indianise the Department in the 
manner recommended by the Public Service Commission? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUVHURI, Khan 
Bahadur: (a) A statement showing the officers of the Provincial Agricul¬ 
tural Service who have had a training in foreign Universities and the dis¬ 
tinctions gained by them is laid on the table. 

(b) The attention of Government has been drawn to certain letters 
which appeared in the Amrita Bazar Patrika on the 19th, 20th and 22nd 
Mayi 1920. 

(o) The appointment of officers to.the Indian Agricultural Service 
rests with the Secretary of State for India. The Provincial and Subordi¬ 
nate Agricultural Services are entirely manned by Indian officers. 

Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No, 180 (a). 

ITame of officers. Uducational attainments. 

1.‘ Mr. Dwija Das Diitta (now officiating B.Sc. (Cal.), M.8.A. (Cornell, 

for 2ii(l Economic Botanist) U.S.A.). 


2. 

Mr. Nageudra Nath Qupta , 

B.A. (Cal.), B.Sc. (Ediii.). 

3. 

Jadu Nath Sarkar 

M.S.A. (Japan). 

4. 

Uari Prasad Mitre 

M.S.A. (CorDslI, D.S.A ) 


Sericulture research subsidies and Miss Cleghorn’s practical work. 

181. Babu BHABENDRA CHANDRA RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state for how many years, and at what rates annually, did 
Miss Cleghorn of the Sericulture Department receive subsidies for seri¬ 
culture research ? 

(b) What are Miss Cleghorn’s educational qualifications and train¬ 
ing for conducting research work ? 

(c) Has anything been recorded to show what work of definite value 
has been done by her up to date, and any results of practical importance 
that have been obtained by her so far ? 

(d) What is the reason for having her headquarters at Calcutta 
instead of in a place of sencultural interest, as for instance, Berhampore, 
Malda, Bajshahi or Birbhum ? 

The Hon’bicthe Nawab 8AIYiD NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Khan 
Btfiadur: (a) 1914-15, Bs. 5,615; 1915-16, Bs. 5,000; 1916-17, Bs. 20,782 
1917-18, Bs. 20.700; 1918-19, Bs. 20,700; 1919-20, Bs. 20,700; 1920-21 
Bs. 16,600, 
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(h) Miss Cleghorn is a Fellow of the Linnean, Entomological and 
Zoological Societies of Jjondon, and is a member of the British Geological 
Society and of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. She has also taken a course 
in Agricultural Science. She has studied silk-worms for about 19 years. 

(c) The work involves a complete and detailed study of silk-worms, 
of which the production of hybrids is one branch. An observation made 
by Miss Cleghorn has been made the basis of a valuable method of selec¬ 
tion, whereby the eggs of moths preserving the greatest vitality are used 
in the production of seed cocoons for distribution to rearers. Tests are in 
progress as to the suitability of her races for distribution among the 
rearers. 

(d) Miss Cleghorn has been allowed to carry on her experiments in 
Alipore in view of the fact that she has been in possession of a nursery and 
laboratory there since her lather’s time. 


Privately-owned ineanitary tanks. 

182. Babu BROJENDRA KMHOR RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Tjocal Self-Gov¬ 
ernment be pleased to make a statement showing the mimber of private 
tanks reported to be insanitary by the Sanitary Inspector in each district, 
and the action taken by the District Board in each instance ? 

{h) In how many instances have the requests for clearing the tanks 
been complied with by the owners of insanitary tanks? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement 
compiled from the. reports received from District Boards, is laid on the 
table. 


Statement referred to in the answer to unstarred question No. 182 sowing 
the number of tanks reported to he insanitary in each district, the 
action taken by the District Board in each case, etc. 


• 

Name of diet riot. 

Naqibcr of 
private 
tanks 
reported 
to be 
insanitary 
daring 
1920-21. 

Aotion taken by District 
Board. 

Instances 
in which 
requests for 
clearing 
tanks were 
complied 
with. 

Bemarks. 

Bardwan 

see 

1 

1 

•••de« 

1 

ss* 

There is no Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Birbhum 



»se 

There was no Sapitary 
Inspector daring the 
last financial year. 

Banknra 

16& 

The owrer of eaeb tank 
was asked to clear it 
at bis own cost 

126 

i 

1 

The rest were' not 
cleared for various 
reasons such ns laboi^ 
not being avidlable, 
the fillini; up of taniis 
by ram water, eto. 
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Indtances 
in which 
.requesta for 
oleariog 
tanka were 
complied 
with. 




In 18 caaea notioea 
were iaaued by Local 
Boards and ' in 41 
caaea by Union 
Boards, requesting 
owners to clear them. 

Owners were requested 
to clear the tanks. 

Notices were issued for 
clearing in 3 cases 
and verbal instruc¬ 
tions in 160 cases. 

Owners of 3 tanks were 
requested to clear 
them. 


Owners were instructed^ 
through the Sanitary 
Inspector to cleat the 
tanks. 

Ownere were requested 
to clear the tanks. 


(The District Board 
has no information 
regarding the rest) 


1 under the 
orders 
of the 
S.D.O., 
Batkl ira. 


Notices were served 
upon the owners of 
all the tanks. 


There is no Sanitary 
Inspector and no 
private tanka have 
been reported tu be 
insanitary. 


No report was made. 


There is no Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Seven private tanks 
were. found to be 
insanitary and have 
been cleared at the 
cost of the -Board. 
Fifty-font private 
tanka bare also been 
cleansed at the cost of 
the Board. There is 
no Sanitary Inspector 
under the Board. 


There is no Sanitary 
Inspector. 
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Nam. of district. 

1 Number of 
private 
tanks 
reported 
to be 

insanitary 

during 

1920-21. 

Action taken by District 
Board 

Instances' 
in which 
requests for 
clearing 
tanks were 
complied 
with. 

• 

Kbsiarks. 

t 

Noakliali .. 

••a 

i i 

^ 23 

1 

•#a 

No Sanitary Inspector 
Ims been apiKiinted by 
the Board. 

Kajabahi ... 


Notices were isaned on 
the owners to clear 
the tanka. 

4 


Diiiajpnr ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Jalpaigari 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

There are no tanks in 
the district, the water 
of wticb is used for 
drinking pnrpoaes 

except one, and none 
were reported to be 
insanitary. 

Itangpur 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Bogra 

16 

In two cases owners 
were reqiiestetl to 
clear them. 

Nil 

The District Board 
repoits that a by-law 
is necessary to enforce 
the orders of the 
Chairman. 

Pabiia 



See 

It is reported that 

1 nothing lias been done 
In respect of private 
tanks as the Board 

1 have no statutory 

(tower to compel 
owners to clear their 
tanks. 

Malda 

33 

Notices requiring 

owners to clear the 
tanks were issued in 
all cases. 

13 

1 


Number of students from Eastern Bengal admitted into Calcutta Medical 

College. 

183. Babu BROJENDRA KISHOR RAY CHAUDHURI; (a) Will 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Gov¬ 
ernment be pleased to make a statement showing the total number of 
students admitted into the Calcutta Medical College during each of the 
last five years, and how many of them came from the Dacca, Bajshahi and 
Chittagong Dirisions? 

(b) Are the Government aware of the dissatisfaction that has been 
expressed in the newspapers at the non-representation of Eastern Bengal 
on the Selection Committee for admission into the Calcutta Medical 0ol« 
lege this year ^ 
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The Hon’MeSir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The member 
is referred to the statement laid on the table in answer to nnstarred ques¬ 
tion No. 185 asked by Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta. 

(6) I have seen a letter expressing dissatisfaction on this account 
which was published in a Calcutta newspaper on the 6th June, but I am 
not aware of any general feeling of dissatisfaction. On the contrary, I 
think the appointment of the committee has given public satisfaction. 


Uniforrik weights and measures. 

184. Babu BROJENDRA K18HOR RAY CHAUDHURI: Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of liocal Self-Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to state what steps are being taken to maintain uniform 
weights and measures in the different districts of the Presidency? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The following 
remarks are quoted from the report of a special committee whic^h was 
appointed in 1913 by the Government of India to inquire into the ques¬ 
tion of the feasibility of securing the use of \iniform weights and iwnsures 
in India:— 

“ It is well known that the weights and measures of India have never 
been settled upon an organized system for the countiy as a whole, or for 
provinces. . . . Diiring the last 40 years the Government of India 

and the Provincial Governments have attempted to solve the problem of 
weights and measures. By section 8 of the Indian Weights and Measures 
of Capacity Act (XXXI of 1871) the Gavernor-General in Council was 
empowered to introduce a system of weights and measures of capacity 
consistent with a statutory unit prescribed by section 3. . . . Al¬ 

though this Act has been in existence for more than 42 years, no notifi¬ 
cations have yet been issued under it, because it was hoped that weights 
and measures based on the statutory unit would be gradually and general¬ 
ly adopted without further intervention on the part of Government. 
This pious hope, however, has not been realized, although the Indian 
railways and Government departments have adopted as standards the 
tola of 180 grains, the seer of 80 tolas, and the maund of 40 seers.” 

A reference was recently made to the Government of India, which 
has replied that the recommendations made by the Weights and 
Measures Committee are under their consideration. 

An extract* fron^.the report showing the freights and measures in 
Bengal is laid on the library table. 

Nimiber of eandidates admittod in Calcutta Medical Ccllcgc from each 

Division. 

188. BMni INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble the Minis¬ 
ter ifi charge of the department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 

* *Not printed in these Proceedings. 
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lay on the table a statement showing, division by division, the number 
of candidates belonging to each of the five territorial divisions of Bengal 
that were admitted into the Calcutta Medical College during the last five 
years ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement is 
laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred qxtestion No. 185 showing^ 
division hy division y the number of can didates t belonging to each of 
the five territorial divisions of Bengal^ that were admitted into the 
Calcutta Medical College^ during the last five years. 


Year. 

Names of 

Presidency. 

DiviBlons. 

Burdwan. RajBhahi. 

Dacca. 

Chittagong. 

1916-17 

69 

36 

5 

24 

3 

19l7-li!8 

57 

32 

9 

28 

6 

1918-19 

56 

32 

11 

28 

12 

1919-20 

61 

45 

9 

23 

5 

1920-21 

68 

43 

11 

14 

12 


Tours by the district agrieuitural officers. 

186. Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased to 
say whether the Government are considering the desirability of stopping 
long tours by the district agricultural officers, and of directing them to 
keep a mufassal diary to show— 

(i) the villages where they stopped; 

(u) the important persons they met with, and 
(ui) the result of their tour in the villages ? 

TheHon’blethe Nawab^AlYlD NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Khan 
Bahadur: District agricultural officers are not permitted to make un¬ 
necessary tours. 

They are at present required to submit tour diaries, in which the 
details suggested are furnished. 

Rasolutiont 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest). 

The Bengal Tenancy Act. 

Babu BHI8MADEV DA8: This Councd recommends to the 
Government Biet a Committee consisting of some non-ofiicial memlfera 
of this Council, the Director of Land Becords and some Settleinent 
Officers and Provincial Judicial Officers be formed to consider and report 
what amendments are needed in the Bengal Tenpncy Act.*’ 
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That the Legislature has not been able to keep pace with the growing 
needs of the community is evident from the fact that the High Court after 
repeated requests in their judgments to the Government to take up 
legislation to clear up conflicting rulings on some matters, felt the need 
of constituting a special Bench last year and did, under colour of explain¬ 
ing the real law, what in effect was legislation. It would not be a healthy 
sign for the constitution if the Judiciary would take up the work of 
legislature or that the latter would take the work of the former. The 
high purpose which animated the members of the Civil Service, who 
tried to protect the raiyats against the oppression of the zamindars and 
to give some sort of status to the raiyats is evident from the Bengal 
Tenancy Act. The sympathy for the cultivators of the soil is so broad 
and deep that it manifests itself in many sections of the enactment. But 
the legislators did not bring into service as high a skill in draftsmanship 
as of-genuine sympathy. The defects are many and I need enumerate 
only a few. 

The enactment is silent as to heritability of under-raiyati holdings. 
Under-raiyats were permitted by local custom to acquire right of occu¬ 
pancy. But whether such a right is heritable or not does not appear 
from the enactment. Then, again, there is no, provision for enhancing 
the rent of an under-raiyat having occupancy right even when hi.« 
landlord, the raiyat, has to pay enhancement. The Act is silent as to 
the effect of dispossession by landlord and the Courts in Bengal have 
felt compelled to apply the English law on the subject. This recourse 
to a complicated system is undesirable in the interest of simplicity. 
The provision of payment of rent through the Court, or through the 
post-ofiice to landlords who are unwilling to accept rent and are beni 
on harassing the raiyats has proved illusory. Service of notice of 
deposit of rent is very difficult for the tenant to prove. Courts are not 
unanimous on the view whether the postal peon's note of refiisal on 
the money-order form would itself be sufficient proof of non-acceptance. 
It would be ruinous for the tenant to attempt to prove remittance and 
refqsal by examining the officers of the post-office. It has been held 
that the landlord is not bound to accept a remittance or a 
deix)sit if it exceeds the actual arrear by a single pice or if it falls short 
by any amount. The provision for the distraint of crops is a very power¬ 
ful engine of oppression in the hands of tyrannical landlords. The 
absence cf any provision for acquisition of right of occupancy in areas, 
which have not been made part of any village has proved a great hard¬ 
ship to the lot of the cultivators in the reclaimed areas of the Sun^rbans, 
large f!racts of which reclaimed about 50 years ago are even now des¬ 
cribed as lot numbers such and such, and the tenants there have to depend 
for continuance of their residency and cultivation upon the sweet will of 
the landlords . or more properly of their subordinate officers. 
Tbe provision about *the effect of written registered leases or mortgager 
by raiyats is so incomptote aiiA ancnualbus that one has to ref«r to rulings 
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instead of the enactments in order to understand ho>r the law stands. 
This, in my view, is also undersirable. The law should be clear and 
definite and should not leave a large range of discretion to judges amongst 
whom there is a great diversity of views and temperament. There is no 
definition of ahwah in the Act.. The proviso to sectioiL 66 also operates 
very harshly on the under-raiyat. 

Further, I would say that so long as holdings are not made freely 
transferable, the raiyats cannot feel that those are their own. They 
cannot sell them in time of need and even by sale they cannot realise the 
full value of their lands as a good slice of it is taken by the landlord. 
Holdings sold in mortgage sales do not bring their proper value as it is 
not known whether the landlord would recognise the transfer or what 
salami he would demand. It would be adding insult to injury to say that 
the raiyats are improvident and that they do not know how to protect 
their holdings from the clutches of rapacious money-lenders. Apart 
from the defects, some of which I have just enumerated, the movement of 
time has rendered it necessary to give a higher and better status to the 
raiyats. They have not the power to fell trees which have been grown by 
them; they cannot build any masonry construction without the landlords’ 
consent. My zamindar friends in this Council will bear me out when I 
say that even the construction of some brick steps leading to their rooms 
to prevent stumbling down in the rainy season requh*es propitiation of 
not only the zamindars but of their underlings. We hear much of the 
scarcity of good drinking water, of the need for excavation of tanks and 
for other sanitary measures. Even those raiyats who have the means 
and the inclination to remove the distress of their neighbours by excava¬ 
tion of a tank cannot do it on account of the salami the amount of which 
depends directly upon the degree of want felt in the village for drinking 
water. I ask this Council to consider whether the dearth of good drink¬ 
ing water in this province is not mainly due to this cause. I think I can 
assure this Council that if this disability is removed the number of tanks 
supplying good drinking water will increase by leaps and bounds. 

Sir, the time has come for the leaders of the province to show some¬ 
thing more than profession of sympathy and to remove the impression 
that the cry for sanitation, health, better housing is not a cant but is 
really felt. Would you believe that some landlord in one locality bar 
taken from the tenants kabuliyats by which they renounced the claim for 
the fruits of trees grown by them and which had been enjoyed by them 
fot' g;pneration8 ? Sir, if we want to save this country from the 

upheavals suffered in Kussia and the neighbouring countries, the vision¬ 
ary versions of . which are reaching the ears of the cultivators of our 
country,, it is high time that we should take a bold and vigorous step to 
save the country from a violent convulsion. 

The Committee proposed to be appointed will be free to consider thes^ 
and other questions which may.come up before them. 
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L4ifiitly» I ixd^'ht stigg^ett, as it is not mentioni^ in my 

resohitioii, that th« Government, while appointing the Committee in 
case tAte resolution is accepted, might fix a time-limit say, at least three 
months within which the Report of the Committee should come befoi-e 
the Council. 

'As to the formation of the Committee, I leave it to the discretion of 
thfe Government to appoint non-official members who, I hope, will re¬ 
present the interests of the landlords and tenants. The presence of 
the Director of Land Records and some Settlement Officers and Judicial 
Officers -tLill be of valuable assistance to the Committee on account of 
iheii‘ experience in dealing with these problems. 

With these few words, I commend my resolution to the acceptance 
, of the Council. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: On behalf of the landlords 
ut Bengal, whom I have the honour to represent in this Council, I accord 
my hearty support to the resolution scffar as it relates to the appointment 
of a committee and also to its aim and object. The present Bengal 
Tenancy Act was passed 35 years ago. It covered an extensive area 
including the provinces of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa and a part of Assam. 
It was enacted at a time when the legislators themselves had only an 
imperfect knowledge of the incidence of the Bengal Tenancy. Conse¬ 
quently, many of its provisions have since been found to be 
extremely vague and indefinite and in some important aspects even 
contrary to the local usage and custom. As a result, a formidable crop 
of conflicting High Court rulings have come into existence and rendered 
the Act much more cumbrous and complex. And it is keenly felt by every 
one interested in the matter that to conform with the actual condition 
and to suit the present-day reqiiirements oi the c.ountry, the existing 
Tenancy Act should be thoroughly overhauled. This, however, cannot 
be effected without a thorough inquiry by a competent committee into 
the whole system of land tenure in Bengal, as well as the effects of the 
working of the present Act. It was for this reason that, in the old Coun¬ 
cil, I myself gave notice of a resolution praying for the appointment of 
shch a committee to inquire and suggest adequate measures. My reso¬ 
lution was with.drawn on the understanding that the Government too 
waa contemplating an inquiry and only waited for the Settlement Reports 
of some df ^e important districts in each Division before taking the neces¬ 
sary action in the matter. I am therefore very glad to find thl^l^jalmoet 
a similar ^resoltfti(m has been Inrought before the House by Bie repce* 
seutative of great community which is mainly agricultural by occupa¬ 
tion ajiid. cdnstitqtes a very large portion of our tenancy. 

' Jt'donbt lc^ ready to appoint a 

; Aa 1Reports of any of the 

and Presidency Divisions have hot 
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been published yet^ I attach a special importaiice to these reports 
because conditions differ widely from district to district. Great care has 
been taken by the Settlement Department to .collect accurate information, 
of the incidence of tenancy in the districts where settlement operations 
have been completed. As such, these reports are almost indispensable 
to any inquiry into the land laws of Bengal. 

Now one word about the personnel of the committee. This is tibe 
only objectionable feature in the hon’ble mover's resolution. The com¬ 
mittee must be a strong and representative one. The Bent Commission 
of 1880 was presided over by Mr. H. L. Dampier, the then Senior Member 
of the Board of Eevenue, a very high and honourable post of those days, 
and all the other members of the committee were high Government offi¬ 
cials or shining luminaries of the Bench and the Bar, and though the 
landed interests, were poorly represented on the committee, it included 
one of the ablest members of our community—I mean Baja Peary Mohan 
Mukherjee. The committee suggested by the mover seems to roe to be 
rather poor and to a certain extent(rf)ne-sided. Such a committee should 
be presided over by a person having wide reputation for justice and fair- • 
mindedness and not below the rank of a High Court Judge. If I may be 
permitted to make a suggestion I would suggest that the committee 
should be presided over by the present Revenue Member himself than 
whom, a greater friend of the raiyats and a more just and liberal-minded 
landlord and official, it is hard to get. Sir, the committee must i>roceed 
to "work with an open and unbiased mind. It must work for the common 
good of the raiyats and the zamindars and it must not make any suggesr 
tion that might embitter our relations. If the present condition of the 
country requires any interference with the long established usage or cus¬ 
tom of the country or the vested interests of the tenants and landlords, 
it should provide for adequate compensation to the affected party. 

Sir, in this connection, I would like to refer to a practice which is 
indulged in, in season and out of season, to vilify the zamindars as a 
class by some members of the Council who pose as friends of the. raiyats, 
but, in reality, are not the friends of the raiyats of the cultivator class who 
are the backbone of our tenantry, but of the so-called raiyats of ^the 
mahajan and usurious money-lender class who are displacing the real 
raiyats. Sir, I admit that this class of raiyats do not like the zamindars 
and peibaps they are justified in not liking us because we, too, do not 
like them. Sir, we do not care what these people think of us and We 
cfin veryv^dl afford to ignore their onslaughts against us because we are 
quite secure and in full enjoyment of love, affection and confidmice pf ,tike. 
rea!! raiyats of the land. If a proof is needed, I point out tethe compt^ 
tipn of this Couimft. There is not a single row of benches this 
which does not pontain -a landlord, and it is by the votps 4|f;the 
that they Imve bepn aWe totpomekere and would fo Go^ 
continue to. do ,sp. ^wPv.were, really pamper^ 
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'^e&eiuies of lAe i^yatg 'tiliey would have hardly aeut us her© to tepreseni 

them* . 

. It loight be said that illiterate, ignorant and overawed tenants were 
forced to return us, but who do you think is the representative of the 
TTniversity of Calcutta. He is a big zamindar, I mean Bai Jogendra 
. Chunder Ghose Bahadur. Who are the chosen Representatives of Indian 
GcM^amerce here ? Baja Beshee Case Law and Mr. Tarit Bhusan Boy 
who-are both big zamindars. Did we force the hands of the Government 
to nominate two of their ablest Ministers from our community? Who is 
. here to defend the interests of the tenants on behalf of the Government ? 
It is the premier zamindar of Bengal. Sir, if we were really the enemies 
of the raiyats, could we have secured the confidence not only of the raiyats 
themselves but also of the University graduates, commercial people and 
the Government P Sir, I would not detain the House any longer I only 
. wanted to show our true position in relation to our tenants and that we 
could not enjoy this confidence and this regard if we only exploited our 
raiyats. 

Sir, we, the zamindars, will support the resolution if the mover agrees 
to leave the selection of the committee in the hands of the Government 
and also if the Government thinks that the tifiie is ripe for the appoint¬ 
ment of a committee. 

Th» Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: I rise at this stage for two reasons—first of all, probably 
by explaining as to what the attitude of Government is, will clear up 
the atmosphere, and secondly, that it might help to make the flow of 
speeches a little less. 

The question has been engaging the attention of Government for a 
good number of years as to the.lines on which the Bengal Tenancy Aci 
could be further amended especially in connection with the position of 
occupancy raiyats. I am sorry that although the Bill that was intro?* 
duced the other day by Maulvi Yakuinuddin Ahmed had many serious 
defects, yet it was not allowed fo be introduced in this Council for the 
simple reason- that if it had been permitted to go to the stage of collect¬ 
ing opinions, it might have assisted Government in getting hold of the 
requirements that are urgently needed to amend the Bengal Tenancy 
Act. However it is most welcome to me to find my friend Kumar Shib 
SbekharMwar Bay speaking on behalf of the landlords’ representatives 
in this Council in support of the proposal of a conunittee. That is the 
right spirit to take, if I may say so, for in these days it-would never do 
for th^Wmindars to take up an attitude of hostility or of obselute con- 
eu^atii^, ' "We have got to move on with the times. I welcome the 
spgilf^tion .ikht has come from the mover of this resolution with regard 
ha the appointment of a committee to inquire into the requirements of the 
1|ei^^ Tphahcy ^ct in the way of further amendments. I hopn my 
|t;^d,:,the Kumani( U^L.nnt c^t pngry with me, when I imy that I thank 
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him cordially for having said a good word for the Settlement Depart¬ 
ment, because when he opposed me with regard to tjlie grants for' the 
survey and settlement Operations, he certainly did not pay the Settle¬ 
ment Department the same compliment which he has done to-day. 1 
freely welcome this, and I hope that the Kumar has paid us this compli¬ 
ment, sincerely believing^ in the good that the SetHement Department 
does, and not because now that we are about to consider what amend¬ 
ments are necessary with regard to the Bengal Tenancy Act he thinks 
a change of attitude wise; but 1 must say that the Kumar has certainly 
raised a very important point, namely the need of settlement reports to 
help us in legislating. ' When the Kumar brought his resolution in the 
old Council, Sir John Gumming (then Mr. Gumming) in reply gave him 
the assurance that Government itself was considering as to what action 
it should take; and with regard to the other questions. Sir John Gumming, 
in the course of his argument in reply to him, said that it was very 
important to get the reports of the major districts where settlement 
operations were in progress. Unfortunately, as I explained in this 
Gouncil when introducing the Budget, so far as it related to my depart¬ 
ments and to the settlement operations, our progress has been slow. 
In consequence, if we were to wait we would be waiting longer than it 
would perhaps be healthy for the country to do in a matter which is engag¬ 
ing a great deal of attention nowadays outside and, especially in this 
Gouncil, where we all welcome the larger number of the representatives 
of the tenants. Eor these reasons, I see no objection to such a committee, 
but my friend, the Kumar, has very rightly pointed out that the com¬ 
mittee, in the way in which it has been worded in the resolution, would 
be an impossible committee. In the first place, the committee, as sug¬ 
gested by Babu Bhishmadev Das, if accepted, would exclude expert 
zamindars and jurists or lawyers among the non-officials, who have 
special knowledge of the revenue laws and Tenancy Act in Bengal. On 
the other hand, he has only put in the Director of liand Records. I do 
not know what particular affection he has for Mr. Sachse, unless it be 
his stature, but he has excluded the revenue Secretary without 
whom such a committee would be quite incomplete. For these reasons, 

I would suggest that if thd mover of the resolution were to acc^t the 
modification of the wording in the resolution which I will read out; I 
would be willing to leave this resolution to the free vote of the Gouncil 
in so far as the Government officials are concerned. If the mover has no 
objection, I would like to word the resolution as follows:— 

** This Council recommends to the Government that a. comnutt^ 
consisting of, officials and non-officials to be appointed by Government 
be formed *to consider and report what amendments are needed in ^ 
Bengal Tenancy Act.** ^ ' 

' I ahi quite willing, on behalf 'of Government, to accept the respluttm- 
itt^the above form. ' v-.m’"'-. ’-:?' 
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Bltfui BHISHIiAOEY DASs accept the amendmeat proposed by 
the Hon’ble Metnber in charge.» 

Tht IPRBBIDBNTS The mover of the resolution has accepted the 
amendment proposed by the Hon’ble Member in charge and the discus* 
sion will now go on the basis.of that. 

TIm HoiHbla the MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BUROWANS I rise to a point of order. After the mover has accepted 
the amended resolution, I do not know if it is at all necessary to have any 
further discussion on the subject. 

The PRESIDENT : The mover accepts the amendment proposed by the 
Hon’ble Member in charge but that does not do away with the necessity 
of a discussion. I shall put the resolution in the amended form after 
those who desire to speak have spoken. 

/ 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: I heartily support 
the resolution in its amended form as suggested by the Hon’ble the 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. It is an admitted fact that three- 
fourths of the ordinary suits that crop up in the mulassal have reference 
to the Bengal Tenancy Act. These litigations affeot the people who, 
it is desirable, should live in peace and amity and ply their humble profes¬ 
sions, on the success of which depends the prosperity of the nation. Some 
sections of the Bengal Tenancy Act are very vague and some others have 
to be applied with reference to the local customs and usages. We all 
know, how difficult it is. to determine what local customs and usages are 
within the narrow compass of a suit. Any attempt at the task would 
entail such expenditure and waste of time and energy that no landlords 
have ever succeeded to prove any custom or usage, not to speak of a 
raiyat. So, it is highly desirable that a committee should determine 
what customs and usages are prevalent in what parts of the district or 
districts without leaving the matter to the judiciary to determine these 
customs; they should form a schedule to the Act in order to show the posi« 
tion of the tenants and the zamindars, so that every one may have a 
clear idea of one’s rights and obligations. Without such a clear concep¬ 
tion of one’s right, one cannot shape his activity. . Even a lawyer of con¬ 
siderable practice cannot form an idea of what amount of evidence would 
be necessary to establish a particular custom or usage: and it is so very 
elastic that what one court may consider sufficient evidence niay appear 
to another court'quite insufficient and the raiyats often fall victinis to 
such vagraries of law and decisions. Moreover, to secure justice means 
such a Jugb amount of cost and trouble that it is next to impossible for 
an ordinary* raiyat to command. The Calcutta High Court has drawn 
a verynifi^ di^jnc^n between the right of cutting down trees and^J^t 
or appropriating the wood and has distributed the bur-dq:^ of proving tbcT. 
custom on the landlord and the tenants, with the result that the tenants 
in the estates of tiSnart landlords have ^tound it diffimdt'to'j|et'the' small 
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quantity of wood necessary for making' their ploughs, though the 
required trees are growing on his own land to the detriment of his ihtuiv 
ests. The landlords haye ceased to excavate tanks and, weBsf., Funnierly 
the landlords used to excavate tanks and wells and to make other iminrove- 
meUts in order to attract tenants. Now with the increase of tenants and 
with the increase of population they have ceased to make these improve¬ 
ments. • So the raiyats should have a free hand in effecting thei^ im¬ 
provements themselves without let or hindrance. The tiansferahility 
of the right of occupancy holdings depends on local custom and usage; 
and this has led to many litigations and brought about ruin to many 
cultivators. Trying to improve their lot by purchasing some lands they 
have often lost what they had before in the litigation and the landlords 
without making aiiy consideration for the purchase which gave them the 
opportunity of re-entry into their lands, have realised a large amount 
of profits by settling the lands with new tenants. It is high time that the 
people should not be allowed to live in a fool’s paradise but must be made 
aware of their position. Hitherto by invoking the aid of the local custom 
and usage the raiyats could save their holdings from the clutches of the 
mahajant and the money-lenders, whenever they sought to sell their hold¬ 
ings in execution of money decrees. But I am sorry to say that Mr. Jus¬ 
tice Mukherji’s recent ruling has created a very serious situation and 
has sent a thrill of horror throughout the length and breadth of this pro¬ 
vince. That legal prodigy, the towering genius sitting on the bench of 
the High Court and far away from the pangs and sorrows of Bengal 

peasant life has, in his infinite.mercy towards poor raiyats, decided- 

<?■ 

The PRESIDENT: You should not make any reflection on the. 
Judges of the High Court. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: It is not a reflec¬ 


tion. 


4 


The PRESIDENT: I think you niay refer to the decision without 
mentioning any names. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: Very well, I may 
only refer to the fact that it is decided that the tenants have got some tight 
which can be put up to sale, but the' tenants have not the right to object 
to it, but the same right of objection has been reserved to the landlord., 

]|nia PRESIDENT: I do not think that this is at all relevant to th« 
nmtter we are. now, considering. The subject which we are:disedsslnjg 
at present is whether a committee should be formed to consider and r^eport 
what amendments are necessary in the Bengal Tenant^ Acf.', 


KhMi Btfiudur MiSfid WASIMUDDIN AHMfeDi Thes« 
gestibns whi^ !?flcay bp considered.’ {CHes of ** Order*'*, “ CWler 

, TH^PRiSIDEJITl :1 rule that you are out of order. -, 
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[Whik Walking into the Council Chamber, Dr. A. Suhrawardy asked 
irhether it Wa» fM^rmissible to any member of Council to call another 
naember to order. ] 

The PRESIDENT! Any member may rise to a point of order, and I 
have to decide whether he is right or. wrcmg. 

TtMi HoiPMo Die > MAHARAJADHIRAdA BAHADUR of 
SURD WANs I think that any Member who wishes to raise a point of 
order should do so from his seat and not do so while walking into the 
hall (Laughter). 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: Is a member restricted from 
criticising the judgment of the Hoh’ble Judges of the High Court P 

Tlie PRESIDENT: I have already ruled that criticisms of decisions 
of the judges of the High Court are improper and irrelevant. 

Khan iahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: My point- 

Tha PRESIDENT: I have ruled that you are out of order. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: My point is that, 
as a serious situation has been created, no time should be lost in forming 
a committee and that the committee should set to work at once. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I move that the question be 
now put. 

The motion that the question be now put was put and agreed to. 

The resolution in the following amended form was put and agreed to: 

This Council recommends to the Government that a committee consist¬ 
ing of officials and non-officials to be appointed by Government be formed 
to consider and report what amendments are needed in the Bengal Tenancy 
Act.” 


Withdrawal of Resolution. 

Owing to the absence of Mauivi A. £. Fazl-ul Haq, the following 
resolution was deemed to have been withdrawn: 

“This Council recommends to the Government that two more Judges 
be appointed to the Calcutta Court of Small Causes without delay.” 

Postponement of Resolution. 

Tho PRESIDENT: As Bai Lalit Mohan Singh Boy Bahadur has re- 
QueeledHhat this resolution be postponed, it goes to the bottom of the 
List. ... 

Xtiiui^ as follows:, ” This Council recopimends to tko Goyerapimt to 
i^ppoint a.oQmmittpe of scientific experts, both Indian and BuropeaUt. to 
tc^port ou the piOssibUi.ti^es of manufacturing such articles as luaguWlos, 
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incandescent lamps, fen>o-iungst6n, “high speed** steel,- graphite 
cniciUes, special forms of pon^ain for insrdators, chemical glass, certain 
forms of heavy chemicals, motor tyres, locomotives and glass.” 

.Industrial ioards. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY OHAUDHURIi “ This Council 
recommends to the Government that early steps he taken to establish 
or institute Industrial Boards for determination of a minimum wage for 
each industry in Bengal.” 

My object in bringing this resolution before the Council is to draw the 
attention of the Government and the members of Council to the low rates 
of wages paid to employees in a large immber of Trades and Industries in 
this province. 

There was overwhelming evidence before the Industrial Unrest 
Committee of which I was a member that strikes of workmen in large 
industries arose in majority of cases from demand for higher wages. Out 
of 137 strikes which occurred between July, 1920 and March, 1921, 110 
were due to demand for higher wages and 74 of these strikes, viz., 65 per 
cent, were settled by yielding to the strikers’ demand wholly or partially 
or by making promises to meet the demand. I found from personal 
inquiries that workers in small industries and trades, such as ready-made 
tailoring carried on in Garden Reach, tanneries in Tengra, the small 
piujiing presses the oil-mills and soap factories in this city and in other 
trades are paid wages hardly sufScient to meet the high cost of living. 
The shop assistants of Calcutta engaged in the New Market, Chandney 
and throughout Calcutta are the worst victims of long hours and small 
pay. A large body of womeh-workerg engaged in the export produce 
trade, viz., shellac, linseed, and other seeds, equally suffer for want of 
a living wage and I am of opinion that if womeh-workers in Commercial 
Calcutta had received anything like fair wages there would have been 
less of the unfortunate class. 

Sir, I want a discussion in this House on the great question—the 
bread and butter question—^tbat affects the lives of millions, viz .— 
What is a living wage in India? The doctrine of a ** living wage”' 
has been discussed by great economists and labour leaders in Europe 
and America and one of them said, as far back as 1892,- that *Mt ^s a 
vital principle that a man by his labour should live and notwithstanding 
all the doctrines of the Political Econqmistsi all the doctrines taught, by 
way of supply and demand, there is a greater doctrine over-riding w 
thi^ and that is the- doctrine of humanity.” 

The cost of living and the monthly index of the cost of Hvihg Wat ' 
discussed , by the. Imperial Conference on staiastics in 1920, ai^ it waii 
resCl-red. that the .Tudex Number should be so contracted ^at tleir 
comparison for any two dates should express the propor^ti'^bff.' the- 
aggregate expenditujns on^ihe select list of representative 
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in tbe quantities selected as appropriate at the one date, to the aggre¬ 
gate expenditure on the Eotme list of commodities in the same quantities 
at the other date. The Egyptian Ministry of Finance collected family 
budgets of 713 families of Egyptian clerks, and Egyptian artisans and 
labourers and collected informations regarding— 

(1) The composition and earnings of the family. 

(2) The principal expenses for the year ended March Ist, 1920, upon 
rent, clothing, medical attendance and certain food articles (wheat, 
butter, lentels (dal), onions, garlic). 

(3) Detailed expenditure from March Ist to 7th in 1920 upon speci¬ 
fied foods, fuel, lighting, rent, taxation and various miscellaneous items. 

It was recently calculated, in Egypt that in 1920, the cost of living 
since pre-war days increased 92 per cent, for clerks and 97 per cent, for 
labourers and artisans. 

I should like to see a similar inquiry into family budgets of clerks, 
artisans and labourers in Bengal and results published. 

It is past history in all Christian countries where labour was for¬ 
merly paid just enough to feed and clothe, first to keep body and soul 
together and not to worry about other good things which were meant 
for people who did no manual work. 

In less than 30 years, the combination oh industrial workers in the 
West and in the British Colonies brought about an Industrial revolu¬ 
tion and all theories and practices regarding wages and conditions of 
work have undergone marvellous changes for the benefit of the majority 
of mankind known as “ manual workers.” They were once described 
as ” bottom ” dogs but they are now climbing to the top and will soon 
dictate to the minority of mankind, viz., those who possess properties or 
brains or both what is right and what is wrong. Industrial West has 
thundered and the echo is here. The West has long repudiated the 
idea that labour should be treated as a merchandize and the price paid 
for it, viz., wages, should be regulated by its demand and supply. In 
the East and specially in India where labour is just passing through a 
transitory state from being agricultural to industrial, this soulless idea 
of labour being a commodity is deep rooted everywhere in the country. 
It is common knowledge that Industrial wages in India are more or 
less regulated by the rates paid for agricultural labour, that is to say, 
that if a field-labourer gets four annas a day in the village or a peasant 
makes that much out of his produce per day, give the poor devil an anna 
or two,more and transport him and his family, if agreeable, to the 
suburbs of Cfulcutta or to the jungles of Assam. It docs not matter 
. about thq, destruction of his faiuily life by' such transportation or his 
freedom and .cheerfulness, his compensation is to be two annas more 
-than fie earus ai^me per day. 

; I .maintain that this is the doctrine that our employers hbld in 

pne of the ohjecte of my resolution is to press the GbVem- 
h^t-<^.take immediate steps to investigate -the eeunpinie poaiiion ol 



m INDt^TRlAL BGABBS. W 

labour in Bengal and to intervene between ca|ntal and labotir find if 
investigations prove that wages in such and sack trades and industries 
are miserably low and cannot possibly maintain workers except at the 
cost of their health and without suffering, fix a minimum wage. 

England, notwithstanding its industrial policy of non-intervention, 
recognised the principle that the State must intervene between capital 
and labour in the matter of wages and the British Parliament on the 
motion of Mr. Winston Churchill passed the first Trade Boards Act in 
1909, to improve the miserable lot of ill-paid and long-worked men and 
women engaged in sweated industries and trades such as ready-made 
tailoring, chain-making, button-making . and similar small trades. 
Statutory Industrial Boards or Wages Boards were first initiated in the 
State of Victoria in Australia and was copied by almost all the States of 
Australia. 

The second Trade Boards Act, known, as the Amending Act, was 
passed by the British Parliament in 4918, hardly» three years ago, and 
the Bill was introduced by Mr. Boberts, the Minister of Labour. It 
amended the old Act to extend its scope to any other industry that the 
Ministry of Labour thought fit, provided it is satisfied that the rate of 
wages in any of the trades is exceptionally low as compared with other 
employment. The objects of that Act were to remedy existing abuses 
in regard to sweated industries. Sweating is understood to mean that 
the work is paid for, at a rate which, in the condition under which in 
any of the work-people do it, yields to them an income which is quite 
insufficient to enable an adult person to obtain anything like proper 
food, clothing and house accommodation. 

The British Boards consist of members, mostly economic experts 
appointed by the Labour Ministry, and equal number of representatives • 
of employees and workers, and the duties of the Boards are to fix a 
general minimum time-rate wages for time-work, to fix a general mini¬ 
mum piece-rate of wages for piece-work and over-time, etc. 

Penalties for not paying minimum rate is, on summary conviction, 
a fine not exceeding £20 and £5 for each day after conviction. For 
refusal to comply with the lawful requirements of . officers a fine not 
exceeding £5 in respect of each offence. 

For a false list a fine not exceeding £20 or three months’ imprison¬ 
ment with or without hard labour. 

' I venture to say that if England, notwithstanding her strong tarade 
unions and healthy public opinion, felt the necessity of passing such 
an Act, the necessity in India, where employers are all . powerful and 
legitimate combinations of workmen are in the infancy, &e necessity, 

I say^ is'much greater. ^ ^ , 

I know fully well that this Council lias no power 
question) but I want Bengal, with its teeming pQ|mla^& of 
workers approaiffitug a million, to press tim (iovernment od 
pacing of- a etsrilar’ Act,. 
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X'^aiiHi m Ttii Sir, that most bi -our industries are sweated industries 
with' a few UQtabie exceptions^ One has to glance at statistics of wages 
id different industries, published by the department of Statistics and 
other bodies to find that very few workers in paper mills, in our- 
ctdlieriefr, in tea plantations, in rice and oil mills, in foundries 

in our jute presses, get anything like living wages. Take, for example, 
the tea plantations in Darjeeling, the Dooars and Chittagong, which 
employ 250,000 men, women and children with a paid-up capital of 
about 7 crores of rupees (English and Indian Companies) and which 
is the second largest Industry in Bengal. Average wages in the Dooars 
including ** ticca,** diet rations, subsistence allowance and bonus per 
head are about Rs. 8 per month for men, Rs. 7 for women, and Hs. 4 
for children. I grant that some of the coolies have cultivation of their 
own, I grant that occasionally they are supplied with grain and things 
at cost price, I grant that they have some sort of sheds for shelter with 
free medical treatment and medicines; but when one computes the money 
value of all these items, they cannot exceed Rs. 2 per month per head, 
which means Rs. 10 for men, Rs. 0 for women and Rs. 6 for children. 
1 make bold to say that in these days of high prices and of slightly 
increased standard of living these figures do not by any means represent 
living wages. According to Prison Statistics of Bengal the cost of 
feeding and clothing a Jail prisoner was Rs. 86 a year or over Rs. 7 
a month in 1919-20. Sir, I find from tables of Tea Gardens vital statis¬ 
tics that, out of a total labour force of 116,676 in Sylhet District, 
6,663 died in 1919-20 from all causes, including 686 deaths from 
anaemia. I am not a medical man, but I believe that underfeeding is 
one of the causes of anaemia. I would like any hon’ble member of this 
Council, representing Tea Industry, to explain this to us. I take it 
that in the Dooars Tea gardens vital statistics are similar. 

I appeal to the Government and to the members of this Council to 
help, in the first instance, in constituting a committee of economic 
expert^ and representatives of employers and employees to investigate 
the rates of wages paid to different industrial workers and this committee 
is to recommend to employers to fix a minimum wage for each industry. 

I would like to see an All-India Act to abolish sweating by fixing 
a rate of something like one and a half anna per hour, as a general mini¬ 
mum piece-rate of wages ^sed on 48 hours a week with over-time for 
idl industrial workers including plantations. 

With, these , words, I commend this motion which practically amounts 
loA Truest for an inquiry about ** low wages ” paid to workers in cer¬ 
tain industries of Bengal, and the recognition of the principle of the 
of State intejrvention between labour and capital, to the accent, 
anee of this Couh^. 

; Mk lit. WATSOli^MYTHS I think the mover of this tesolu- 
: tmh wBl do me credit for having no idea hostile to labour in my opposi. 
to to t^8 r^utiou. He and I have worked together mote than once 
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dul'iug recent montlis and I think that we have to a great e:^tent 
got to know and to appreciate each others*^ point of view. That he 
has brought forward this resolution entirely in what he thinks is the 
.interest of labour, and without any hostile intention towards employers, 
1 have no doubt, and at the same time I can assure him that 1 only 
oppose it because I think he is honestly mistaken, and that any such 
Industrial Board as he suggests, would be both expensive and unneces¬ 
sary. 

1 would like to point out, in the first place, that a resolution of this 
kind should hardly be brought ^rward in the provincial Council. The 
right place for it, if there is a right place, should be the Legif^tive 
Assembly at Simla or Delhi, for any legislation of this kind cannot 
possibly be provincial, it must be imperial. You cannot have an Indus¬ 
trial Board determining minimum wages in one province, while other 
provinces have no such institution and no such rules and regulations. 
How would it be possible, 1 ask, as an instance, how would it be possible 
to develop and work your coal-fields in Bengal? 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: I said it would be 
only a Provincial Board. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: May I rise to a point of order? When a 
resolution is on the list can it be questioned? 

The PRESIDENT: A member by way of argument may say that a 
Provincial Board will not find it possible to discharge its duty proposed 
to be entrusted to it. 

Mr. R. M. WATSON-SMYTH • That is what I was about to say. 
What I was going to say is how would it be possible to develop and 
work your coal-fields in Bengal, if you were bound and hampered by 
mining legislation which did not exist in the Bihar and Orissa coal¬ 
fields just across the Barakar river? The position would be impossible 
and absurd, and I repeat that any such Industrial Board, or any such 
legislation for a minimum wage roust be imperial and not provincial.. 

At the same time, I am prepared to urg^ that under premnt condi¬ 
tions, at any rate, such a Board is quite unnecessary. The mover no 
doubt takes his idea from English legislation, which was entirely directed 
against certain industries in ^Bngland, the labour of which was supposed 
to be sweated, and, in many instances, undoubtedly was sweated. There 
may possibly be instances of sweating iildustnes in India, but they 
must be very few, and the industries must be very sm^. Certainly 
no such state of things exists amongst the big industries. ^Ose con¬ 
nected, for instance, with our great jute and oottop mills would laugh 
at the idea of their spinners or wavers being n^rerded as sweats 
labour. Far from being sweated they are, I assure you, very trtifcu^at 
and quite able to loqk after themselves. Then agfib 
i^|iich has been speeially mentioned, is equaBy removed; f^^ 
(^spibion of sweated labour. . To, anyone wh^ has edtperisnee^ 
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Indian minev^ especially those from the Sonthal Parganas^ the^ idea of 
sweating is ridiculous. If there is one man who it is quite impossible 
to;'sweat, who. is most independent, and who will not do one handstir 
ot work more than he wants to, it is the Sonthal miner. He comes to 
one’s colliery with his own idea of how he wants to live; how he wants 
to work: how much money he wants to earn, and if the conditions at 
your colliery fit in with his ideas, he may condescend to stay there for 
thd period, usually a short period, during which he stays in the coal¬ 
fields. If conditions do not suit him, he goes off elsewhere. How can 
you sweat labCur, if there is not enough labour to go round. That is the 
teat that should be applied to these indiscriminate statements of bad treat¬ 
ment and insufficient wages. We, the big industries, are all competing 
one with another for labour. None of us have got as ni\v*.h as we waTit, 
and we know, quite apart from any feelings of humanity, that if we do 
not pay our labour well, and do them well, they will go elsewhere. It is 
therefore in my opinion entirely unnecessary to set up a great institution 
like an Industrial Board which, if it is to carry out its functions, must 
have an enormous staff, headed by high officials and finished off by count¬ 
less inspectors who, as far as T can see, will do a minimum of good with 
a maximum of trouble and a maximum of texpense. Tliese sort of 
Government institutions are not required at present in this country. 
It is not labotir that requires to be protected. It is the employer 
of labour. Labour at the moment has everything its own way. 
The supply, as I said before, is not equal to the demand, and 
therefore the labourer can extract, within limits, anything that he 
likes from his employer. There is no question of the hard-hearted 
employer sweating his labour. The protection that is required is for 
the employer to prevent outside influences inciting badly organised 
labour to demand outrageous and impossible terms. Therefore, although 
I look on this resolution as' affording an opportunity for an useful dis¬ 
cussion on an interesting subject,! trust that my friend the mover will 
not press the resolution which he has brought forwaifi. 

Mr. R. H. L. LANGFORD JAMES: Mr. Watson-Smyth has 
traversed the ground so completely that there is really very little left 
for me to say. But as I do represent very great tea interests and as 
Mr. Ohaudhuri has referred to the tea industry and as Mr. Watson- 
8myth m under the impression that some one representing that interest 
would speak, I would like to say just a few words. To begin with, 
iiir, i shottld like to associate myself with Mr. Watson-Smyth in all he 
said ^regarding the mover of this resolution. I recognise. Sir, and I 
believe the whble CouncB recognises, the .singlenes.s of'aim which led 
the movw to put this resolution on the paper. Mr. Chaudhuri there- 
fofe not mistake my motives in any way if I am unable to agree 
ndtlb him« So far as this Council is concerned, we arp deeding .with 

tea districts of Beogql only, that is to say, the Jalpaiguri fiistriet, 
the Dooars, and such distnqts of the Terai as tie 
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in Bengal.. Well, Sir, very nearly a quarter of a cebtury ago, I etsMfted 
my career in India on a tea estate in the Booars. We had on tliat 
estate a labour force of about 700 Or 800 coolies, X tkink X am right in. 
saying entirely consisting of what we call tungli labour, that is. to 
say, Chota Nagpuris, Sonthals, Mundas and Oiaons. That is the class 
of labour. Sir, which you find throughout the Booera gardens. They 
are the finest labour that goes up to any tea districts; and so far as 
the Booars are concerned, they are free labour. There is no inden« 
ture, there is no agreement, and, therefore all the remarks that 
Mr. Watson-Smyth has made regarding the labour in the coal>fields 
equally apply to these tea garden coolies. They are extremely indepen¬ 
dent. If they do not wish to work for me, if X do not make it suffi¬ 
ciently attractive to them, I do not keep them. They go off to my 
next-door neighbour. Only the other day we had a meeting in Calcutta, 
which was attended by the Chairman of the Dooars planters' 
Association, and seeing that the question of wages on tea estates had 
taken .such prominence of late, I asked him to- give his candid opinion 
as to the wages in the Dooars. He said—“ Have you ever been in 
the Dooars?” I said—“ Yes, I started my life there in India.” He 
said—“ Have you ever seen starving coolies in the Dooars or one who 
is underpaid?” I said—“ Not in my time,” and his reply was ” things 
have not changed since then.” Mr. Chaudhuri has put in certain statis¬ 
tics regarding tea garden wages, and I could not quite oatoh whether his 
remarks applied to Sylhet or the Dooars. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: They are of 
the Dooars. 

Mr. R. H. L. LANGFORD JAMES: These statistics' are hope¬ 
lessly, misleading, Sir. Apart from the fact of the various other 
items which go to make up the income of tea garden labourers— 
apart from all that—^those statistics are compiled in such a way as to 
be extremely misleading as to the position. I am not, I admit, in a 
IMsition to argue with Mr. Chaudhuri or to go into the details. Hut 
what I would ask him is this. Before he comes seriously before th»- 
Council and cites the tea industry as one in which a Board for mini¬ 
mum wages should be established I would ask him to go up to dalp^-* 
guri Dooars, travel through the district, talk to any of,our labourers 
or those on Indian-owned concerns, then come back and tell us wj^t 
he thinks of it,. . <1 

With regard to the general question of a minimum wage. X par-, 
sonhUy have had no experience of it, but it appears to me that 
would be a very grave danger of the minimum wage burning the ‘ 
maximum wage.' Now in tea, os in every other.wmlk of Bfisy the bfimt 
industrious worker comes but on top. He makes the most 
X Would like .Mr, -Chaudhmri An consider whether 
. lendency..* ftm-.'tlm ininiwuim''.^rage 'to-, beobemir -Ikii 
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There wwl4? TUidoiAiedly, from an employer’s point of ifiew, be a 
ten^hpoy tp we that he is getting his money’s wwth out of his coolies 
or out- of his labourers under such changed conditions. 

When J was in the Dooars, for a large portion of the year, our 
labourers used to start their work at about 8 o’clock in the morning. 
In the cold weather by 12 o’clock in the day there was not a soul left 
on. the garden. , They had all finished their task and gone! We are 
loM, of course, that we underpay these people. We do not pay them 
large wages. We cannot pay them. We have never claimed to pay 
large wages. But I gave those working hours as an instance that, 
although the pay rrtay not be large, the hours are extremely light and 
the labourers are able to devote the remainder of the day to their own 
concerns many of which are money>making concerns. Mr. Chaudhuri 
mentions the number of deaths in a given year from anaemia in Sylbet. 
•He said that be believed that anaemia came from under-feeding. 
Now anaemia is simply another word for otir old friend hookworm. 
When I was in tea in my young days and as the Surgeon General is 
not present I may venture to say that we used to call it Anhylostomianix. 
It then became anaemia and it is now hookworm. Just one more 
word. I would urge Mr. Chaudhuri very seriously to consider one 
aspect of his proposals which appeal to me more' than any other; as 
he knows, and as we all. know, we have been going through a very 
terrible time in the tea industry. So far nothing particularly tangible 
has occurred in Bengal, but we, who are interested in tea, know that 
the Jalpaiguri Dooars has not escaped the campaign which has met 
with such great success in the Surma Valley. I saw a letter only the 
other day which summed up the situation, I thought, extremely well. 
It was written by the manager of an estate in the Dooars. He said— 
** So far we have had no trouble among our labourers, but that agita¬ 
tors aiP at work among them, there is no conceivable doubt. They 
appear to be looking forwajrd in an attitude of expectancy to some' 
great event that may be going or will be going to take place.” In 
other words, Sir, the atmosphere as regards Labour in the Dooars is 
very far from normal and I think myself that it wotild be the greatest 
mistake at the present time to risk taking action which might lead 
to the most serious results. I have no more to say but I commend 
that point iP particular to the mover of the resolution. 


Rut HAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I rise to support 
the re^olutioii. The resolution as far as it goes asks the Council to 
recomniend to Government the establishmeut of an Industrial Board ’, 
for , 1^0 paypom of ee^mg the minimum wages of labour. , 

. .first .qi^estioir which arises in my mind is—Is it necessary to' 
'to Mtalfiisb att Industrial Board or not? The second qaestfon 

Can them be any doubl about jj-j^iib- 

Uvia; ',.ae<iassary. to. have..ktich 'm . <1: say ■ 
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this because the Council knows that tkeife is considerable discontent 
and unrest on the labtmr question and if that be so, is it not desirable 
that there should be a Board to settle the question , at issue P It is a 
world'problem which has affected the world«wide rise of prices of food¬ 
stuffs, clothes and everything. Those things have driven the 
labourers to ask for an increased rate of wages. Tf that aTgument 
stands upon correct premises then, I contend, that it is nece.<}Hary that 
a Board should be established. There are many factors which go fdr 
consideration. The standard of living, the market rate and also the 
status of the labourers are t5 be taken to an account. 

The standard of living ought to be raised. Are the coolies to 
starve? Are the coolies to remain naked? I do say that it is neces¬ 
sary that in discussing the question of minimuin wages, these factors 
ought to be taken into consideration, and cau there be any doubt in 
the present day—in the present century—^that when we are under the 
protection of the British Government the labourers are not to be left 
adrift? They should get higher wages than now, and Mr. Chaudhuri 
has come foivv^ard with a modest proposal that the whole matter should 
discussed by Industrial Boards. One question arises, wi/., what 
should be the ma^cimum wages, but so far us I understand, the Boards 
being in a position to settle the question of minimum wages, it will 
not be difficult for them to come to a proper conclusion as to maxi¬ 
mum wages. Therefore, I think, if the procedure recommended by 
Mr. Chaudhuri be accepted, the labour trouble, which is going on in 
this province for some time, will be over. If I am to rely on my experi¬ 
ence on the subject, what I find is that in the mufassal there is U great 
deal of trouble. We find that formerly we used to get labourers at 
4 to 6 annas a day, but now the charge is 14 annas or one rupee. Just 
as I was coming to the Council to-day, .1 bad to pay Re. 1 per head 
to some coolies for doing certain work. These are troubles 'which 
ought to be grappled with firmly and strongly. There should not be 
any liesitation in the matter. There are employers on the one side 
who must have their profits, and there are labourers on the other who 
should get living wages. How can that be arranged? That cah be. 
secured by the establishment of a committee represeuting both sides, 
namely, the capitalists and the labourers. The labour question si 
\ery difficult one—^it is a question which is the subject niatter for dis- 
, cussion everywhere in the world, and, consequently, we find it neces¬ 
sary tbut it should be settled hero in Bengal, 'ffiierefore t siy 
the ueeessity is very great, and if anyone comes forward and cbaBej^S 
me uid says that it is not necessary to do so, all that 1 cau imy'uat 
he is ^perfectly wrong. I do not discuss the question ofl^detmt^^, hUtX 
df> say that the dictates of humanity dmand that thh^‘]«8^^oit shahid 
h^^SM^ptod., ' ' ' 

AHOYl ir thank 1 
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Industrial .Boards should be appointed, not for the determination of 
minimum wages but for the settlement of disputes between capital and 
labour. The remedy which has been suggested does not appear to me 
to be the right one. Sir, he has suggested to us the appointment of 
Industrial Boards to fix tlie minimum wage on account of the high 
prices oi food-grains and other necessaries of life. I think, Sir, if we 
fix the minimum wage of labourers in an industry like rice or* otlier 
food-grains, I am sure it will raise the prices of those articles of food. 
Similarly in the case of other industries, the fixing of a rainmuni wage 
will raise the price of the produce thereof. So the remedy which is 
suggested appears to me fto be worse than the disease itself. I am sure 
if the minimum wage is raised, it will encourage idleness and dis¬ 
courage technical education. I am afraid we want skilled labour in 
Bengal, and, therefore, I am sure if we fix a minimum wage, people 
will not take to technical education, because however unskilled they 
may be, they will be sure that they will get the minimum wage. The 
question is one of demand and supply, which should concern the Con¬ 
troller and not the Government. It is not de.sirable, unless thei*e are 
special reasons to the contrary, that Government should interfere with 
the trade. If you fix a minimum wage, then, as in the case of England 
and other countries of the world, there will be lots of people unemployed. 
If, on account of the raising of the minimum wage, the capitalists 
cannot make profit, they will certainly close their works, and this w’ill 
throw a large number of men out of employment. 1 admit that the 
wages of the coolies in the tea estates are not adequate. The contact 
system under which the coolies of the tea estates work is not a sound 
one, and the sooner the law is repealed the better. In the case of the coal 
industry, in the case of the jute industry, and in the cose of other 
industries, I find that there is no such system, and I have r.ot beard 
of any Complaint from the labourers thereof. 

With these remarks, I am sorry I have to oppose the resolution. 

Blrfiu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I confess I was very much sur¬ 
prised to hear the representatives of capital opposing this resolution. 
Those days are gone, when labour used to try to do the least and 
capital used to try to pay the least. These are days of co-operation 
))etween labour and capital, and unless there is cordial and healthy co¬ 
operation between those two important elements, every industry must 
suffen That being so, -I am surprised that any repre.sentative of capi¬ 
tal should oppose this resolution, which gives them the advantage of 
.securing a willing and contented labour. These are the days, when 
the industrial development of the country is being taken up in right 
eldest, livery, Aay and,every week hear of new joint-stoek oom- 
IMkhies being floated for developing certain industries. The time has 
come when, wage is fixed ior labourers, the 



m 


INDUSTRIAL BOARDS. 


[7th JriiT 

struggle between labour and capital, which has been so much in evi- 
douce of late will go qp. My friend, Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, has 
spoken of the law of supply and demand. Sir, of all the economic 
laws, the iron law of sup^y and demand in connection with labour, 
especially in a poor country like India, is the most cruel. You can 
get a starving labourer for 2 annas a day, but everybody will admit 
that this paltry sum is not sufficient to meet even his bare requirements* 
That is not the way to get your work done. Y^oii must give him a wage 
that will enable him to keep his body and soul together. During the 
last 20 years, the prices of all necessaries of life have gone up abnor¬ 
mally. May I ask the employers of labour in tea industries, by what 
liercentage they have increased the pay of their coolies dudhg the last 
20 years? Mr. .James has mentioned that anaemia is due to hookworm. 
Since hookworm was discovered a few years ago, it seems to have been 
made the cause of all sorts of troubles and difficulties in our country, 
but I'do not know how anaemia, which comes from starvation, can 
liave any connection with this inoffensive worm. Sir, if the capitalists 
really want their interests to be safeguarded, if they want to prevent 
frequent strikes, they must be prepared to give fair wages to the labourer 
so that they can demand a fair amount of work in return. 

With these'few words, I beg to support the resolution, 

Rsi dOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE BshAdilf* This is a matter 
of great difficulty. The condition of industry in this country is not a 
matter so lightly to he dealt with. I have been all my life working 
to the best of my little imw'ers for the improvement of the industries 
of tl^ country, and I know’ what grave difficulties there are in the 
way of our industries. The first and the greatest amongst them is the 
work of organisation of labour. You bring in English ideas here, but 
where is the organisation of labour? Y'ou employ a man herein agri¬ 
culture or in an industry and you will find the difficulty. You pay him 
Rs. 6 or Rs. 7 and he will not give you any work at all. No man here 
will work on the contract system—so much work done, so much pay¬ 
ment. It is the English large capitalists who organise labour and 
there you find the piece-system. I find from personal experience that 
organisation of labour is the most difficult part in the way of our 
industries. Now you talk of fixing a minimum wage. For whom? 
For whom do you say so? I say it is a very good thing to he assured 
that labourers shovild be well paid, hut as it now stands, I suppose 
Mr. Chaudhuri knows it very well, the labourers of Calcutta are much 
better off than they are supposed to he. Fixing of a minimum wage 
for us educated people is required. There are also other views of the 
matter. T am coiisidered to he rather leaning towards extremism, but 
you will find that I wholly disagree with them. They say there should 
he no organisation of labour, hut there should he only cottage iniltis- 
'trJes: The great difference-between me and th*. agitators is that 1 
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irant the industries to be developed, they want to go back to the cottages. 
They^ant charkm, I want the great big mills. I can go on for days on 
this question, but I will not take up any more time of the Council. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMEMT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Kerr): l must confess that 1 w'as somewhat suiprised 
when I received notice of this resolution about the middle of last raonth. 
b’or some weeks before then, Mr. Chaudhuri and I had been sitting on 
u committee, which was appointed at the request of this Council, to 
inquire into the c^ses of industrial unrest in Bengal. The com¬ 
mittee was, if I may say so, a very competent body. On the side of 
the employer^' it contained Sir Alexander Murray and Mr. Watson- 
Smyth. On the side of labour, the committee included Mr. Chaudhuri 
bimself and Babu Hem Chandra Bhattacharji, the other labour member 
iu this Council. As representatives of the general public, we had 
Dr. Hassau Suhrawardy and Rai .Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur 
whose sympathy with the w^orkiiig classes is well-known. Now’ that 
committee, as I have said, sat for several weeks and exi»lorcd a large 
number of questions bearing on labour unrest. Tn the committee 
Mr. Chaudhuri made no suggestion regarding a minimum woge, and 
in view of his speech to-day I cannot help thinking that this \.as a 
great pity. If the question of a minimum wage had been brought up 
before the committee, we could have gone into it thoroughly from 
every aspect in the same way as we treated the other propo.«ials which 
were put before us. I mean no disrespect to this Council when I say 
that probably very few of the members have made any study of this 
particular problem f»f the minimum wage. I frankly confess that up 
till a fortnight ago, I had only a very general acquaintance wil^ the 
subject. Since then I have made it my business to ttudy the literature 
on the subject, and if anybody cares to come into my room in Writers’ 
Buildings, he will see that that literature is very considerable. I say 
therefore that I think it is a pity this question was not examined by 
'the recent committee before it was brought up for discussion in this 
Council. However, as the question has been mooted, we must deal 
with it as best as we can, though it is difficult to treat the subject 
in a speech on an occasion of this kind. In the present state of public 
knowledge, it is a matter for the lecture ball or for the study rather 
than for this Council, and I trust that the Council will excuse me if 
my remarks seem to take rather the form of a lecture than a debating 
speech." 

Mr. Chaudhuri has given us quite correctly a history of the Trade 
Boards Act in England, a statement of the functions which the authori¬ 
ties exercise under the Act. and the penalties which are imposed for 
disobedience of the Act. I need not repeat what he has said on these 
points. What he has not told us is how the Act is working, and as 
1 have collected jnlpl^tion on that subject, I may perhaps 
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bo allowed to place it before tbe Council brieflj'. Now the first thing 
to notice is that the present Trade Boards Act only came into* force 
in 1918. The origini^ Act of 1909 applied only to four trades, the 
ready-made tailoring trad^, paper box-nmhing, the finishing processes 
of the lace trade and cHam-making. It was only in 1918 that the 
.Ministry of Labour was given power to extend the Act to other trades 
in which there was reason to believe that the wages paid were not 
sufiicient. The Act, therefore, has really been in force for about three 
years only. Now it would appear that this legislation worked fairly 
well at first because wages were then rising. There are not Want¬ 
ing signs, however, of serious dissatisfaction both among employers 
and employed with its oiieration now that the country has to under¬ 
go the painful process of having wages reditced. As a matter of 
piwctice, as far as I can gather, the Trade Board at home usually con¬ 
sists of 13 people—6 representatives of employers, 6 representatives of 
the employed and a Chairman from the Ministry of Lalmur. In prac¬ 
tice, as might be expected, the minimum wage is ordinarily settled 
by the Chairman. The workers had no objection xo this so lopg as 
the Chairman decreed an increase, but now that the existing economic 
conditions require a decrease, considerable dissatisfaction is being felt 
on both sides. Lord Bryce in his recent book on Modern Democracies 
comments on the same results in Australia. He says—The method 
operates unequally upon the two parties to a dispute. The employer 
can be compelled to pay certain wages so long as he keeps his factory 
oi>en, and he can esca]X‘ liability only by closing down his factory, 
but the individual workman cannot be compelled to work. The power 
given to the Courts to meet this difficulty in Australia by fining the 
Union has not proved effective. In the earlier days the awards were 
usually obeyed, but it is to be ramembered that they almost always 
prescribed a rise in wages.*’ The giravest teat,” says Lord Bryce, 
” will come when the workmen are denied some increase they ask for, or 
employers l)egin to ask for a reduction.” Apart from this point, the 
frequent delays in the proceedings of the Wages Board and the inevi¬ 
table technicality of some of the rulings of the Industrial Courts are 
giving rise to great irritation. There are many instances of that, hut 
the best way to ilhistrate it is by reference to the orders in the Labour 
Gazette fixing minimum wages in respect of certain industries. I 
have here a copy of the Qazette containing the orders relating to the 
rope and twine industry. It covers nearly four closely printed pages 
and fixes wages for more than 50 different classes of operatives. Now 
an order of that kind means an enormous amoxmt of work and imposes 
a heavy responsibility on the department which undertakes it. I find 
in a recent trade paper a statement which says that- it is 
apparent that Tfade Boards serve no satisfactory purpose because 
decisions are made, by Government representatives who cannot he 
«xpe«ted.to have b duffleient grasp of the portion, An nK»e 
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titiiking condemnation of the minimnnt' wage.s system is given in a 
Iteport of the American Commission on Foreign Inquiry of the ]!9atianal 
Civic Federation in 1919. As far as I can gather, this body is repre¬ 
sentative of all classes of the community in America, and their views, 
ns set forth in their Beport, strike me as thorouglily impartial and 
deserving of great weight. As it may be of interest to the Council to 
hear what they say, I will read firom the Report. They say—“ In the 
United States the minimum wage is unscientific and ’uneconoinic in 
character. As its^ foundation, it has the idea that tlie ojiinion of one 
or two individuals may properly establish a standard of living for the 
members of some particular group, and at the market prices of some 
particular day, w'hich society as a whole is obliged to provide to the 
individuals of that particular group in return for a certain number of 
hours of work and quite without reference to any practical or scienttfic 
co-ordination of real wages between different section4, or in relation 
to the service or work performed by those to whom that wage is paid." 
In Great Britain and France, they go on to say there has been a more 
serious attempt to determine the economic wage, and those countries 
enjoy* the advantage of being under a single central Government, 
whereas in America there are forty-eight States, each regulating these 
<luestions on its own lines. But even in Great Britain end France, 
the Commission say, the application of the system is at fault in ignoring 
differences in ’indivTtlual or group standards of living, also market 
variations, and ignoring entirely the question whether society as a whole 
can pay the wage for the work done. This is an important lesson on 
which we in India would do well to ponder. 

Here in India, as in America, we have the country divided into a 
number of provinces, each under its own system of local administration, 
and although minimum wage legislation would be passed by the Imperial 
Legislative Council in Simla, yet the duty of cany in g out the principles 
in practice would fall upon the local governments. Variations and 
differences of opinion would certainly creep in. But I think that the 
most iniportant thing for us to consider in India is, the American Com¬ 
mission’s finding that in all the countries in which they made inquiries, 
the minimum Wage system ignores entirely the question whether society 
as a whole can afford to pay the wage for the work done. I need hardly 
point out the enormous di£Siculties of coming to a satisfactory decision 
on a quesHon Bke that under the conditions of society in India. 

Mr. Chaudhuri wants to know something about Australia. I have 
here an article written by Mr. Sidney Webb. What he says is that 
the minimum wage system has been a great success in the colony of 
Victoria im Australia, but there are only 11,000 workers under the 
protection of the minimum wage system in Victoria. Now 11,000 is 
about the number of people who are employed in a single fairly large 
jute mill on the hanks of the. river Hooghly. I think that that figure 
alone is sufficient to show that we cannot base very much of an argument 
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on the application of this minHiram wage legislation to the small and 
homogeneous population of an,. Australian colony. I have now given 
the Council some practical iUuHraHons from people who have had ex¬ 
perience of this minimum wage 83 rst^ in England. I Have here also 
the opinion of some of the economists Who have watched the working 
of the 'system in England. Professor Pigou, the professor of Political 
Economy in Cambridge, in his recent, wo^k' on the Economics of 
Welfare, says, that one result of the minimum Wage system has been 
the expulsion frbtn private industry of a number of low grade work¬ 
ers, although this tendency has in many cases been masked by 
the fact that the minimum wage fixed is very much below the worth 
of anybody except extraordinarily inefficient apprentices. But, he 
says, that when it is enacted that low grade workmen shall not in 
future be paid the rates of wages which they have been paid in the past, 
it necessarily follows that some of ihem will no longer be worth employ¬ 
ing. Professor Pigou further says that the minimum wage system 
would be impracticable in any country, except where it is associated 
with a well organised State policy of poor relief. We have of course 
no such policy in India. 

Another tendency of the minimum wage system is that it is apt to 
bear hardly on home industries. Home industries are in any case sub¬ 
ject to fierce competition with factory industries; and the home industry 
is of course one of the most important cases to which the minimum wage 
system is applied, because sweating is more common in the home indus¬ 
tries than in a large well organised work, and it is home industries which 
are least able to bear a rise in wages, A ftirther pbjection to the mini¬ 
mum wage system is its tendency to encourage what is now called the 
** Ca Canny ” principle, that is to say, the workman does as little as he 
can for his wage. That principle, unfoiiunatelyt is not confined to West¬ 
ern countries. It is, to put it mildly, as common in India as anywhere 
else, and as a matter of fact before the Committee on Industrial unrest, 
we had some evidence to the effect that the raising of the daily wages 
in coal mines had the effect of inducing labourers to put in less days' 
work in the week. 

I do not propose to go further into the theoretical objections which 
have been raised by political economists to the minimum wage. I^ is 
time now to turn to the practical position. In the first place I would 
ask the Council to notice that here in Bengal we have not, speaking gener¬ 
ally, the conditions of sweated industries which gave rise to this legis¬ 
lation in England. It is possible that in some of the small trades men¬ 
tioned by the mover of the resolution, things are not what they ought 
to be, but we have not at the present time sufficient information to*justify 
us in taking action in regal’d to these small trades. If we did, we should 
run a very grave risk of destroying the trades. So far as the large indus¬ 
tries are concerned, I do not think that we have any evidence that the 
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state of affairs.is'tuolL as tp call for minimum wage legislation. More- 
orer there wonlA be one practical <liffieulty in applying this minimum 
wage system in Bengal. Broadly spewing, the wages in the industries 
in Bengal are regulated by agidoii^tur^rwages, that is to say, the ordi¬ 
nary labourer comes from a village and, industrial concerns, in order to 
attract labour, must offer higher wages than he gets in his own village. 
Now that is the cttdy principle on which we could regulate the minimum 
wage in Bengal. It id Arne that the minimum wage has been applied 
to the agricultural industry in England by a special Act passed in 1917, 
but that Act has given rise to serious complaints and a proposal to with¬ 
draw it is now under consideration in the British Parliament. However 
that may be, I think that members of the Council will agree that it would 
be impossible to apply the minimum wage to agricultural industries in 
this country. Apart from the fact that we have not sufficient knowledge 
for the purpose, apart from the fact that we should have to make allow¬ 
ances for all sorts of differences in land tenures and agricultural products 
and so forth, even if we could get over all these difficulties and fix a mini¬ 
mum wage which would be accepted by all as fair and reasonable, we 
have not got the staff to go round and see that these minimum wages 
were paid. I do not suppose that members of this Council would approve 
of the police being employed for regulating the minimum wage in the 
mufassal but as things stand, the police is thp only agency which could 
be employed. 


Mr Chaudhuri has to some extent shifted his ground in his speech. 
In his resolution he asks for an Industrial Board to determine the mini¬ 
mum wage in each industry in Bengal. What he was really asking for 
in his speech seemed to be an inquiry to see ■whether there are any indus¬ 
tries in Bengal in which wages are insufficient. This is a very different 
matter, though of course, this proposal might lead to the adoption of the 
proposal in the resolution. I am not going to commit myself to the 
assertion that wages in evety industry in Bengal are in a satisfactory 
state, but 1 do say that it would be very risky for Government or the 
Council to institute an inquiry into wages generally or in specified indus¬ 
tries on the sort of information that we have had before us this afternoon, 
The worst of inquiries by amateurs into labour conditions is that they 
are likely to ^o more harm than good. We have just had an inquiry 
into the causes of industrial unrest and Mr. Chaudhuri himself was 
responsible for that inquiry. Some of the members of the committee had 
experience of labour, either from the side of employers or from the side 
of employees, but I think I am speaking for my other colleagues who had 
no such experience when I say that we were conscious throughout, that 
we wereireading on dangerous ground, that we were dealing with forces 
whose exact magnitude was unknown to us and with facts and eonditiousi 
the importance of which it was veiy difficult for us to appreciate. 
1 hope and believe that we have done no harm. I hope we may JbiSve done 
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some good, and that the result of the inquiry will be useful; but I do sug¬ 
gest that we should wait and seet^hat the results of these inquiries are 
before we venture to tread-OH.^very much more dangerous ground. After 
all is it necessary for us to sthrt'tttt inquiry into wages in general ? The 
experience of Bengal during the last tvfelve xSonths shows that labour 
has its own ways and means of pressing its demands on capital, and the 
lecent Coromittee following the English authorities,^ fe|id it down as an 
axiomatic principle that the best and most satisfactory method of settling 
labour disputes between employers and workmen, is for the parties direct¬ 
ly concerned to cofne to an agreement between themselves. The Bai 
Bahadur agreed to this j)rinciple, but he now supports the proposal that we 
should set up an Industrial Board to settle wages. I siiggest that on the 
principle laid down by our committee we ought to give employers and 
employed in the industries mentioned by Mr. Chaudhuri a chance of set¬ 
tling their differences, if differences exist. If, unfortunately, they are 
unable to come to an agreement, the proposals of our committee provide 
machinery for avoiding an open rupture and for facilitating the settle¬ 
ment of any matters on which these people cannot come to an agreement 
among themselves. I would urge that we should wait for the result of 
these measures before proceeding to institute further inquiries into indus¬ 
trial conditions on more detailed lines. 

That, I think, is all I need say in regard to the new issues raised in 
Mr. Chaudhuri’s speech. Turning to the resohition I need not point out 
that in a matter of this kind legislation must be undertaken in Simla or 
Delhi. At the present moment the Government of Bengal feel that, for 
the reasons I have stated, such legislation would be premature in Bengal. 
We have not sufficient information on which to base legislptiou or to pro¬ 
pose legislation to the Government of India. We see that legislation 
would involve very great risks to industry which we cannot at present 
see how to meet. We know that it would involve great .expense as well 
as bureaucratic intei-ference with industry which should not be under¬ 
taken unless we were very much more sure of our ground and of the 
benefits which we should secure than we are at present. For these 
reasons, I am afraid, 1 cannot accept the resolution on behalf of Govern¬ 
ment. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: I. rise to reply 
to a few points raised by various members. Mr: Watson-Smyth sttid 
in his 8j)eech that industrial boards are unnecessary and very expensive. 
Here in this Council we have all heard of industaial boards in England; 
Trades or Industrial Boards were not set up in England by the agitation 
of labour. I can show from speeches reported in the Hansard that 
laboqy was asleep, when the first Trades Boards were . introduced 
in England. It was simply due to a few humane workers like 
Ijlr. Rowntrie and others, who saw that the wages were very very low, 
in certain industries that the matter was brought to the notice of 
the Government. My point is that we cannot compare the cc^ditions of 
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England with the conditions of India, but we can compare the con¬ 
ditions of Australia with those of India because both of them are semi- 
agricultural countries and in both of them industries are only partially 
developed. If I had the report in my hmd I could have shown that the 
minimum wage system WQ^ a tremendous success in Australia. The 
figures quoted by the Hon’bl^ Idr. Kerr, viz., 11,000 workers afiected by 
the system in Australia, relate to the .year 1912, that is about nine years 
ago. Mr. Koberts, who introduced 4:he Amending Trades Board Bill in 
1918, showed that it was a tremendous success in Australia since it was 
introduced in Victoria. Labour in England, I meUn the great Parlia¬ 
mentary Labour Party, had taken little or no interest in the discussions 
in Parliament. That is because the labour party knew that the British 
workers could raise their wages by demand and not through the Trades 
Boards Act. They knew that by strikes they could raise their wages. 
Here, in India, there is no strong striking capacity and 1 do not want 
strikes. There is but very weak combination among workers in India 
to strike and an Act of this kind is bound to protect labour from being 
exploited and minimise the miseries due to low wages, long hours and 
other conditions which, I may say, are almost brutal at least in some of the 
industries. Mr. Watson-Smyth said that the very fact that there is a 
scardity of labour in the collieries shows that labour is well paid. 1 do 
not at all believe it. I can show you from statistics of wages published 
by the Department of Statistics—a Department which has been often 
unjustly pooh-poohed that it does not give accurate information—that 
colliery wages per month have risen from Rs. 11 to Bs. 13-8-0 in four 
years since 1914, and Bs. 15 in 1921. An Indian miner, according (o 
official report, can raise 119 tons a year. Taking the new rate of wages 
that has come into force four months ago viz., nine annas a tub, 
the utmost a miner can earn is Rs. 119 a year. A Belgian miner 
noted for his skill, could only raise-130 tons a year and gets 15 shillings 
per ton, while an Indian miner hardly gets 15 annas. In England the 
rate of miner’s wages average.s £1-6-0 a ton, while a miner in India is 
considered to be well-paid by the mine-owners though he is given 
15 annas a ton and his utmost wage is Bs. 119 a year. 

Coming to sweating, great misconception has arisen regarding 
the definition of “ sweating.” The Hon’ble Mr. Kerr has admitted that 
there is sweating in this country. The meaning of the word ” sweat¬ 
ing was given by Mr. Roberts when he introduced the Bill. Sweat¬ 
ing ” means under-paying ” or “ paying wages far below the sub¬ 
sistence allowance.” I am not thinking of housing or sanitary arrange¬ 
ments but simply of the rate of wages that is in force in Bengal that I 
gave the figures of tea garden wages. The maximum wage a coolie 
can earn t(^day is Bs. 10 a month including every kind of grant made 
by thw tea companies in the shape of distribution of grains at cost 
price, medicines, etc. Does any member of the Council honestly believe 
Rs. 10 a living wage for a tea grarden coolie? In the Central Provinces 
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and Orissa an agrieultdral labourer grets 8 annas a day and, in Bengal, 
^e cannot get a day-labourer for anything less than 12 annas. Still 
there are some who say Kia.lO is a fair wage in the tea garden because 
the coolies do not come away from there. What are they to doP In 
the country we have more than sufficient agricultural labour. Our 
agriculture is npt;J^roperly dfixeloped and added to this there is the 
trouble of the money-lender; hence villagers go away and work at low 
wages in far pff places. 

The Hon'ble 'KeiT has pointed out that the passing of an Act like 
this will necessitate the employment of "executive officials and police 
•^officials to proceed against those who do not comply with its conditions. 
1 did not suggest in my resolution that we were going to pass an Act in 
this Council for an Industrial Board. What I asked is the formation of 
a committee to inquire into the conditions of labour and to recommend 
to the Government of Bengal or to the Government of India the propriety 
or otherwise of passing such an Act. It would be open to the Bengal 
Government or the Government of India either, to accept the Committee’s 
recommendation or to refuse it. If the local Government refuse and 
the Imperial Governmqpt takes no steps, I am sure the League of Nations 
will compel them to do so. 

The resolution was then put and lost. 

District Advisory Boards. 

Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: This Council recom¬ 
mends to the Government that immediate steps be taken to constitute 
district advisory boards composed of a few leading and representative 
men of the districts, to keep the District Officers informed as to the 
trend of public opinion on all important questions, and to advise them 
on all important legal and executive measures.” 

The idea or the principle underlying the resolution is an old one; 
though not as old as the hills,” it has no pretensions to novelty. 
The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, in meeting a similar proposal brought 
intathis Council by my friend Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, described 
the. proposal as something similar to the process of bringing out the 
old horse out of the stable to give it a fresh run-out- The question 
was also before the District Administration Committee, which evidently 
did not favour the idea, as the necessity for such advisory boards was 
not so much felt. The District Officers were the chairmen of the dis¬ 
trict boards, and as such they were in constant touch with a large 
number of represwatative men of the district and in a few cases, they 
were the Chairmen of the district headquarters municijpalities. 'Fur¬ 
ther, as District Officers, they had to come in touch with many men in 
'the discharge of their judicial and revenue duties. I remeihber to have 
been asked for an expression of opinion on the advisability or otherwise 
of instituting such boards and at that time the step did not strike me 
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as at all necessary, exactly on the grounds ,set lorth by the Bis^iot 
Administration Committee. But the circumstances 1 i^t§ completely . 
changed since then. The District Ofi&cers are no longer the Chairmen 
of the district boards and municipalities and'^in many districts they have 
been relieved to a large extent of their judicial and revenue dutieii, 
which are now relegated to the officers known Additional BistriiSt 
Magistrates. » • 

Their position is now one of great isolatioh; Further, under the 
present arrangements, these officers are not even sd mudi in touch with 
the police, who are the purveyors of news to the official world, because 
the Police Department has been denuded of a great deal of Hs old 
•magisterial Supervision. There are now fewer opportunities for dis¬ 
trict officers to come in touch with the public and the trend of public 
opinion, which, it must be admitted, has considerably developed and 
grown more and more. 

It may be said that District Officers have to tour a great deal in the 
mufassal and they come in touch with the people in the course of such 
tours. Sir, we know that though such tours are meant for the purpose 
at which the resolution aims, yet I am bound to say that they are not 
productive of the results which we naturally expect out of them. Fur¬ 
ther, Sir, a good deal will depend upon the personality of such officers. 
Those that are young and shy, those who cannot cast off their natural 
insular habits, and those who can hardly understand the veraacular of 
their districts and express themselves intelligibly to the common people 
in their own tongue are really very much handicapped in their work. 
No doubt the Government has issued circular after circular, calling 
ui)on the District Officers to make themselves accessible to alj classes of 
people, to be courteous and polite to visitors and so forth, yet they 
have proved infructuous as the people did not feel the necessity of taking 
advantage of the good intentions of the circulars. Many jwople, who 
have their own axes to grind, own ends to achieve, and own purposes to 
serve, approach these officers and they are hardly the people, who are 
competent to advise independently and on right lines and who can be 
regarded as exponents of public opinion. Sir, the necessity for such 
boards becomes apparent, when we consider that there are many people 
< who fight shy of approaching the officials, unless called on to do so; and 
do not like to be very communicative, unless and until they feel that it 
is their duty to communicate the trend of public opinion frankly, and 
fearlessly. There is now no paucity of independent, educated, honest 
and sober public men in the districts, who will only too gladly help the 
administration and the Distnet Officers, by placing their honest opinion 
and ^information at their disposal, if they feel that it is their duty to do 
so. It is not my intention that the officers shall in any way be fettered 
or bPund to follow such advice and to accept such information as the 
very essence of truth. They are to be left perfectly unfettered in' their 
discretion, no hard,and fast rules are necessary. The body is to be 
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purely " advisory and nothing more. It has beep said that many 
people get offended if their advice is not accepted. But, Sir, 1 have 
not much to say about the mentality of men, who consider themselves, 
as the very repositories of wisdom; unless an opportunity is given for 
developing a sense of public duty, there is not much to hope for the 
growth and developlilent of a healthy public life in the country—a con¬ 
summation which w% all devoutly wish for. 

It has been said, with a great deal of truth and emphasis, that the 
District Officers are the iteal pivots of the administration and, unless 
facilities are afforded to these officers to be in the closest possible touch 
with the people and public opinion, it is not quite fair to charge them 
for blunders and mistakes fraught with serious consequences. Many 
a pitfall can be avoided, many errors rectified, if the District Officers can 
read, fully and correctly, the public sentiments and thoughts. There 
is no use initiating grand and beneficent policies, there is no use pro¬ 
mulgating useful laws, unless full facilities be given to put them into 
r‘eal practice and opemtion. Here in the Council Chamber, there are 
many officials, who served their terms as District Officers and know 
Pnd appreciate full well the resixmsibilities of the position of District 
Officers. The times have changed. The circumstances have altered 
and, it is said, we have to look at every question from a new angle of 
vision. We are all for efficient administration and any step calculated 
to make it more efficient is welcome. My idea is not to introduce a 
complicated machinery. The selection of advisors, the subjects on 
which advice and information should be sought, the occasions on 
which they are to be sought, must all be left to the unfettered discretion 
of the officers themselves and Government, and I am confident that the 
experienced members of the Government can easily formulate a scheme, 
elastic and fluid enough, for the composition of such non-statutory 
advisory boards. 

I had talks with several officials in the mufassal, who regard the 
idea as useful provided their discretion is in no way hampered or fettered. 
Our Government is anxious to have a machinery for the dissemination 
of truth or a propaganda for placing correct views of Government 
policies and measures before the masses, who are gullible enough to 
swallow any amount of baseless rumours or wilful misrepresentations 
and distortion of facts. Here is such a machinery which, if properly 
handed, will be of immense use and has great potentialities. Such 
Boards if properly constituted, will be good interpreters of Govern¬ 
ment policies and measures. A good deal will no doubt depend upon 
the’selection of the right sort of men, constituting such boards and I 
am confident that the Government with thjB help of the local officials can 
easily make a good selection. The necessity has been all the greater, 
on account of the fact that comi>aratively junior officers are now 
appointed as District Officers through the exigencies of the service. 
Popularisation of the Government at the top and lndianisation-of the 
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Bereices are no remedy; unless and until we forge some machinery for 
the crystallisation of public opinion and for information and know¬ 
ledge, and also something which may serve as interpreters between the 
Government and the people, we cannot expect real popular Government. 

The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, by his very tactful direction to the 
District Officers to. consult the local members of the Council upon the 
relative importance and urgency of many recjuirements and projects of 
the Police Department, has, to my mind, taken a step forward towards 
the materialisation of the idea underlying the resolution. I only want 
a further extension of it to some other subjects too and the inclusion 
of some more representative men into this proposed consultative and 
advisory body. Mine is a very modest proposal, involving no expendi¬ 
ture, no loss of prestige and no complication. It is, I believe, (calcu¬ 
lated to make the machine of administration smoother and more liable. 
I hope the Government will see its way to accept it at least as an 
experiment well worth trying. 

With these few words, I commend the resolution to the acceptan(ce 
of the House. 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI: I fully appreciate the spirit which has 
actuated Mr. Das Gupta to bring this resolution before the Council. 
He has very clearly pointed out the necessity for framing or formijig 
such an advisory board, but there is one thing which has raised cer¬ 
tain misgivings in my mind. The resolution is silent on the imint as 
to how the advisory boards should be constituted. • The I’esohition simply 
says that the advisory boards should consist of a few leading and 
representative men. The word “ representative ” is rather ambiguous. 
I do not know whether the learned mover has included therein the 
representations of different communities. If in such Advisory Boards 
the different communities are adeciuately represented, then I think it 
would serve a very useful purpose. If my suggestion is accepted, the 
resolution would run thus:— 

** This Council recommends to the Government that immediate steps 
be taken to constitute district advisory boards in which different* com¬ 
munities will be adequately represented to keep the District Officers 
informed as to the trend of public opinion on aU important questions, and 
to advi^ them on all important legal and executive measures.” 

If that amendment is accepted, I would support the resolution in the 
amended- form. > 

• 1 

Bdbu NIBARAN CHANDRA 0A8 GUPTA s I am prepared to accept 
the amendment. 

The PRESIDENTS The mover, of'the resolution wants to m a k e a 
change in the-wording of the resolution: he* is allowed to do that. The 
discussion will now proceed on the basis of the amended resolution. 
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Babii 8URENDRA NATH RAYs 1 have great pleasure in support¬ 
ing the resolution. It may be in the recollection of many of the mem¬ 
bers who are in the habit of reading the proceedings of the Imperial 
Legislative Council that Mr. Gokhale brought in almost a similar resolu¬ 
tion before the Imperial^Xiegislative Council years ago, and the objection 
on the part of the Government to accept that resolution was that there 
were district boards consisting !4>f both elected and nominated members 
who fully represented the districts and upon whose advice the District 
Officers could always act. So there was no use having another 
advisory board superseding the district boards or sitting side by side 
with the district boards. But now there has been a complete change. 
The District Magistrate is no more the Chairman of the district board 
and he has scarcely any opportunity of coming in contact with men of 
light and leading in the district. No doubt he goes once in one dr two 
years to inspect the municipalities, but he goes there not with a view to 
ascertain the wants of the people of the place but he goes there as a 
critic. He goes there with the last inspection report of the Sanitary 
Commissioner, the last audit report and also he goes there to see if the 
remarks and suggestions made by him in his last inspection report have 
been carried out by the municipal authorities. These are his functions 
when he goes to inspect the municipalities. He never comes in contact 
even with the municipal commissioners and consequently he cannot 
know their views on any subject; so I think that it would be a very good 
thing if the suggestion of my friend Babu Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta 
be carried out, namely, that district advisory boards be formed. I 
think these district advisory boards may consist of members of the 
district boards both Hindus and Muhammadans as well as the leading 
commissioners of the municipalities of the district; also other leading 
men who fully represent the views of the people, because there are 
many men who do not want to come in as commissioners or as members 
of the district board but who still fully represent the views and feelings 
of the i)eople of the locality. District magistrates will hot lose, anything 
by an interchange of views with these people. In fact they will gain 
much. 

My friend Mr. Das Gupta has already referred to the circular which 
has been recently issued by the District Magistrates, probably at the 
instance of the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, to gauge the opinions of 
the members of the Legislative Council about the requirements of the 
police. This is no doubt a very good move on the part of the Govern¬ 
ment, but this is only one instance in which there have been meetings 
between the District Magistrate and the members of the Council regard¬ 
ing an important question. There are people in the district who are 
not members of the Council but who still fully represent the views and 
feelings of the pec^le. I know that, as a matter of fact, at the titne of 
famines or when the Prince of . Wales or some member of .the ^yal 
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family comes to Calcutta or near Calcutta they are Invited by the dis¬ 
trict authorities or by divisional Commissioners to take part in the prot* 
ceedings and to do what they think proper and raise some funds either 
for alleviating distress or for the purpose of giving a suitable reception. 

I am of opinion that there should be permanent Advisory committees 
who may meet once in two or three months for the puropse of an inter¬ 
change of views between the District Ofi^cers and the leading and repre¬ 
sentative men of the district. 

With these words, I beg to support the resohition. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ:I rise to oppose the resolution amended as 
it is. My reasons are that even in the amended form it does not give 
proper representation to the* different communities; for the words used 
there are simply “ representation of the differfent communities ” and 
even if that amendment will go to the length of giving adequate repre¬ 
sentation, even then I would have objected to it. 

The PRESIDENT: There is the word ** adequate ” in the resolution 
as amended. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: I think it absolutely necessary that the 
words used in the resolution should be “ full and adequate representa¬ 
tives of the different communities." We know that representation on 
bodies like these when left to the officials and to their sweet will are 
done ill a most haphazard way. We have got a bitter experience of 
these matters. Even to-day a certain question was raised and the 
Hon’ble Member for Government said that what was right and proper 
was done and the Hon’ble Member had no reason to look into the ques¬ 
tion of the representation of various people. This is the way of the 
officials! (I am referring to Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea: he is absent, 
but I hope his Secretary will take note.) I think I am right in saying 
that the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler also gave a similar reply to a ques¬ 
tion that was raised with regard to the Police Department so far as I can 
remember. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: My recollection does not 
follow the speaker at all. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: My recollection is that we get answers 
like these from various officers and it is for these I’easons that even now 
we have not made enough progrress in the matter of education and we 
are not fully represented in the various departments of Government. 
To my^mind these officers in their private capacity are perfect gentle¬ 
men and they are not blind, but as officers they have no eyes to see and 
it is on the advice of their Secretaries and office notes that they act. 
And it is on this ground that 1 oppose the resolution and I would like 
to have the various interests defined. There is another ground which 
1 think will appeal to most members of the Council. 
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My friend Babti Surendra Natb Ray referred to a similar resolution 
having been moved in the Imperial Council. But he forgot to say that 
the resolution was to the effect that a portion of representation to the 
district councils was to be by election. At a time like this, when we 
have got the Reforms, is it not disgraceful if the Council agrees that 
we are to depend for representation in the different districts on the sweet 
will of the Magistrate? We should consider this point and we should 
also think whether it is not right and proper that this resolution be 
withdrawn and a similar resolution brought later on. I may tell the 
House that I sent notice of a similar resolution on the lines of the late 
Mr. Gokhale, but it was out of time and so was not placed before the 
Council. All that I say is that 1 am fully in agreement and accord with 
the spirit of the resolution, but I wish that a resolution which will be 
according to> the wish of the people of the country should be brought 
before the House and not the one we have before us at present. 

Babu TANKANATH OHAUDHURI: I heartily support this resolu¬ 
tion. In times of trouble there is a very great necessity for such an 
advisory board in the district headquarters. When there is no trouble, 
there may be no necessity for Advisory Boards, but in troublous times 
the necessity of having these boards is very great. 

Now, I want to say one thing. In the resolution and in the amend¬ 
ment the word “ representative has come in. I do not understand 
what the mover of the resolution means by the word “ representative.” 
Does he want that the members of the Board should be elected by the 
people, or does he mean that Government should select such men as they 
consider to be called representatives of the people ? In his reply, I hope 
he will make the point clear. 

With these words, I beg to support the resolution. 

TIra Hon’blo Sir HENRY WHEELER: As ihe mover of this resolu¬ 
tion has admitted, it raises a question of considerable antiquity. 
Most matters relating to Indian administration have fairly resiwctable 
pedigrees, and this question is no exception to that rule. The idea 
of these advisory committees found considerable favour about the years 
1907 and 1909, at the time when the Decentralisation Commission vas 
sitting, and it found favour then largely on account of the support 
given to it by the late Mr. Gokhale. The idea was mo.st fully investi¬ 
gated by the Decentralisation Commission, which started by being 
rather attracted by it, but after lengthy inquiries they, with the excejr- 
tion of Mr. Romesh Chandra Dutt, were of opinion that it was 
inexpedient and inadvisable. Since then there was a very well known 
discussion in 1912 in the Imperial Legislative Council, in which the 
diihculties of the proposal were pointed out; and subsequent to that, 
to pass to the minor sphme, it came before the old Council here in 
January, 1919, when I again went over the ground. This afternoon. 
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tiierefore, it is not unnatural that we have heard litt^ that is now, and 
1 can urge little that is new on tho other side. In tact one cannot 
but regret that, with the rather lengthy agenda before us, we have to 
spend our time in reroasting those rather ancient chestnuts. However, 
one important consequence of the antiquity of this subject has been that 
since the question was advocated, in various quarters, now seine 11 or 
12 years ago, there have been two changes of prime importance bear¬ 
ing upon it. The first is, surely, the constitution of the new and 
enlarged Legislative Councils, which disposes of many of the reasons 
which, in the old days, were argued in support of the.se ideas. As our 
Councils are now constituted, we have in them from every district in 
the province practically three or four members (including the miscel¬ 
laneous. constituencies connected with every district), and if those 
members are not competent to keep themselves informed as to 'the 
trend of views prevalent in their constituencies, one may well ask what 
ore they here for? This new factor in the situation must add an addi¬ 
tional argument against the idea of setting up new and local bodies. 
Another change is this. The de-officialisation of the local bodies has 
been urged to-day as a reason in support of the proposal, whereas, to 
my mind, it can only have a contrary bearing in. We are told that the 
Collector now stands in a position of isolation, but, surely, whether he 
is with, or without, the district hoard, it is equally open to him to 
consult it; whereas he can now consult it as a purely non-official body, 
■free from the sway which, we were often told in the old days, was 
exercised by the Collector himself to pervert its views. Therefore, in 
so far as the non-official advisory hoards are concerned, we have them 
by the de-officialisation of the local bodies to an even greater extent 
than they existed previously. 

Now, one difficulty in dealing with this question, which has been 
fairly constant throughout the discussion, is that it is mainly argued 
on the basis of generalities; and few care to tell us in detail either 
precisely what they want as regards the constitution of these com¬ 
mittees, or exactly what they want these committees to do. We have 
a description in ^e resolution that these committees are to consist* of 
a few leading and representative men. Well, how are they to he chosen ? 
If Ihey are to he chosen by selection—and Maulvi £kra- 
mul Huq has already voiced this criticism this after¬ 
noon—^there is one certain result, namely, that those who 
01*0 not <90 chosen will at once deny that the members ore either 
leading 6r representative. If they are chosen by election, by whom 
are they to he elected P Are we to set up the same paraphernalia which 
we have for the purpose of Council elections? We have already heard 
to-day that we must have communal representation for Muhammadans, 
hut, if BO, it is equally arguable for Europeans and zamindars. Are 
we to have the same elaborate system of constituencies which we have 
lar the purpose the Cottsefl? 'Are we to set up the same machinery 
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for local bodies of this kind? What will he the result^ If the con¬ 
stituencies return the same representatives and leading men as they 
return to the Council, that will of course make it easier for the members 
of this Council, as knowing the opinions of the sidvisory committees 
to be those of themselves, they will be able to endorse and support them 
with far more emphasis. But if we are merely going to have a repeti¬ 
tion of the same opinion, why set up a double machinery? And again, 
suppose different, men are elected, and we have two bodies of leading 
and representative men, surely this unfortunate Council will be left in 
some quandary as to which is to be taken as really leading and represen¬ 
tative P * 

Babu Surendra Nath Ray has certainly broac^d an idea which is 
altogether new to the previous discussions. In Mr. Gokhale’s* scheme 
these committees were to consist of some 9 to 12 members, so far as 

recollection goes: but Babu Surendra Nath Bay would have all the 
jiaembers'of the district boards, all the members of the municipalities, 
jtlus others, on these committees. But the former are already sitting 
oh bodies which can be consulted; while to assemble them with others 
would mean a local parliament of some 50 or 100 members. Is such 
a body going to make for rapid working in the machinery of the dis¬ 
trict? As Babu Surendra Nath Bay has reminded us, I recently 
requested District Magistrates to constitute small local advisory com¬ 
mittees of their Council members to discuss local police affairs. Babu 
Surendra Nath Ray complains that this has been done only once; but 
J may tell him that I have been waiting for two months and have not 
yet received replies from all districts. What would happen to the 
unfortunate District Magistrate if he had to work his district in consulta¬ 
tion with 100 members, one shudders to think. ^ , 

Then again, another point of the first importance is—are the func¬ 
tions of these committees to be executive or advisory? Directly this 
point is proved among different witnesses we come to absolute diver¬ 
gence of views. The mover says—^let them be advisory. One of the 
difficulties of that system is that it satisfies nobody, and we at once 
get the request, in one form or another, that these committees should 
])C given the right of executive control. This is sometimes put forward 
in the form that the District Magistrate, if he differs from his com¬ 
mittee, shall refer to the Commissioner, and there are other variations. 
But a purely advisory function does not, and will not, satisfy any one. 
But if we are to have executive boards, it becomes all the more important 
to consider what they are going to do. We are told that they will 
keep District Officers informed as to the trend of public ojunion on all 
important questions. If, by ** impotent questions *’ is meant matters 
of local in^e/est, which, as everybody knows, are the subject-of much 
local tittle-tattle in every Collector's charge, then I^l^ve no heeitatkm 
in raying that we shall create little foci of intrigue, and jealousies 
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which, far from assisting the Oillector, will seriously Itamiter him in 
his work. If, on the other hand, by important questions,” nre mean 
those questions which bulk large in the public view, such as matters 
which come before this Council, then can anybody say at present that, 
in so far as there is a vocal, opinion in this country, it is not fully voiced 
and made known to all? There are non-vocal sections which are apt 
to be overlooked now, and would, be more apt to be overlooked under 
the system of local advisory committees, but in so far as vocal opinion 
goes which is able to express itself in a tangible form, that opinion, 
I submit, as is known to anybody who has any first-hand knowledge 
of the working of the legislature or of the discussions of large admuii- 
strative questions, is fully known to all and sundry. 

One noticeable feature in this resolution, in which it differs widely 
from the resolution which was moved two years ago, is that it does not 
bring in the executive functions of the Collector. In the earlier debate 
I went through, one by one, the different functions which the Collectof 
had to perform, and pointed out in detail that in connection with none 
of them was there a place for this executive advisory committee. I 
do not wish once more to go through all these details; but again I 
would remind the Council that to the extent that the work of Collector 
lends itself to advisory help, the Collector has a(lready such bodje.s. 
Taking judicial work, what is a jury but something in the nature of 
an advisory committee, in so far as it brings in non-officials to assist 
the Sessions Judge? Though honorary magistrates the non-official 
public is brought in to assist the Magistrate. Then again, on the 
executive side, we have advisory committees for excise; we have district 
agricultural associations; we have co-operative societies ond we have 
visitors to the local Jails. Therefore whenever the subject lends itself 
to treatment in this way, bodies of this kind are already in existence. 

It has been suggested this afternoon that advisory committees might 
be useful in the direction of publicity; and far be it from me to under¬ 
rate the importance of that subject. But if X am convinced of one 
thing more than anything else, it is that if any success is to be achieved 
in this direction, it'will be through the agency of non-official organised 
effort. To make publicity ,work a part of the function of the District 
Magistrate, pure and simple, will be largely to detract from iis value. 

My general and final objection to this resolution is that it is out 
of date. , Whatever might have been said idr it when the late Mr. Gokbale 
first put it forward, circumstances have now altogether changed; and 
they wilT change further in future. The proper Hue of development 
in associating the people more close]^ with' the administration will be 
in devolving to local non-offioial bodies particular functions, m’t, while 
keeinng these functions in the hands of responsible officials, attempt¬ 
ing to tie ibeix hands associating ^th them a body of this kind,* 

w 1 
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Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS CUPTAl I am not j^ing to 
press this resolution to a division. My object in moving this resolution 
was to suggest a machinery for helping District Officers in times of 
urgency, as it has already been pointed out hy my friend 
Babu Tankanath Chaudhuri. However, as the Hon’ble Sir Henry 
Wheeler thinks that it will be a complicated machinery and that many 
questions will arise which will lead to difficulties and that an advisory 
board of this kind will practically be of no use to the District Officers 
I am prepared to accept the opinion of the doyen of the Indian Civil 
Service. As far as my little knowledge of the mufassal goes we know 
th^t in spite of the existence of the district boards and other local bodies, 
the District Officers never care to have any contact or touch with them, 
not to speak of consulting them for purposes of advice. Of course it 
is a very good thing to 8ay-»-here yon are, there are these bodies and if 
you adopt the ways suggested everything will be right. We know that 
it is not always done. I may inform the House, however, that it all 
depends on the personality of the officer. There are officers and officers; 
and I know there are some who are too anxious to know the views and 
sentiments of the people. But there are also officers who are too proud 
and too lazy to this sort of thing. However, as the officials do not like 
such things, I would be the last person to move for setting up a machin> 
ery like this. After what has fallen from the Hon^ble Sir Henry Wheeler 
1 do not press for a division- As regards the question of representation 
which has been raised by some of my friends, T may tell them that selec¬ 
tion or election would have been a matter for the Government to decide. 
As however Government do not like the idea I do not press the motion. 

The PRESIDENT: Do you want to withdraw the resolution? 

Babu mBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: Under the circum¬ 
stances it comes to that. 

The resolution was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Poetponement of Civil Appeais. 

Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: ‘‘This Council recommends to 
the Government that the practice of postponing civil appeals sine Ate and 
hearing them de die in diem without ffising any dates, in mufassal 
courts, be discontinued.”. 

The wording of the resolution requires a little explanation. It simply 
means that in the district of Jessore, civil appeals are kept pending for 
some time without date and they are taken up from day to day aUd heard. 
This is really very hard both to the lawyers and to the litigants. I 
asked a ipiestion in the Legislative Council, inquimg in which districts 
this practice was. prevalent but no reply was given. This shows that 
this illegal practice cannot be prevalent anywhere. I beg to say that 
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I have asoertained that this practice was introduced by bne Hr. Sankey, 
who became a judge of Jessore in May, 1920, in the first year of his ser¬ 
vice. I am afraid that this judge had no idea whatsoever of the difficul¬ 
ties of the lawyers and the litigants owing to this system. Of course 
in the High Court there is a practice of postponing appeals sine die and 
hearing them from day to day. But these appeals lie on matters of law 
only. Blit in the mufassal courts it is otherwise. Before going into 
the legislation on the subject, I beg to state that when appeals are first 
filed before the District .Judge, after scrutiny, some days are fixed for 
the appearance of the respondent; when the respondent appears the 
law says, some date must be fixed. Section 16, order 41, says that on 
the date fixed or on any other date to which the hearing may be 
adjourned . . . Buie 17 says that on the date fixed, if the appellant 

does not appear the court may go on with the appeal. The rulings on 
the point are reported in II Weekly Reporter. The rulings say that if 
an appeal is heard without any day having been fixed and the appellant 
is absent the appeal is not liable to be dismissed for default. It should 
api>ear on the record that a date was fixed and thereupon the default 
will be valid. 

The circular of the High Court is also in acqordanee with this rule. 
The circular of the High Court (rule 48, chapter I, volume I of the 
High Court’s General Rules and Circular Orders, Civil) runs as 
follows;—“ No Judicial proceeding of whatever nature should be 
postponed sine die.** 

But in Jessore what is being done is this: A date is fixed for the 
api)earance of the respondent and these appeals are kept pending for 
several months and, all on a sudden after, an order is hung up on a notice 
board that the following appeals are liable to be heard from Monday. 
The difficulty under this arrangement is that the clients canpot be com¬ 
municated with and the respondent’s pleader cannot be found and the 
lawyers have to take all the briefs together and have to remember all 
the facts in order to be prepared for the hearing of these appeals. The 
lawyers cannot be expected to remember all the facts when all on a sudden 
the appeal is taken up for hearing as they are not phonographic machines. 
From my little experience of the mufassal I know that when the hearing 
is continued in the presence of parties many cases are compromised. In 
many cases the pleaders cannot always be present with the result that 
those cases are dismissed for default. Moreover when there are sessions 
cases and those, cases collapse then the civil cases are taken up and the 
lawyer^ cannot put in their appearance. These are practical difficulties 
which we^ave felt ih Jessore. A representation was made to the High 
Court Judges who said that the Judge would accommodate the lawyers 
and the clients. In the meantime, however, the Judge was transfened 
and another Munsif Judge' (Mnnsif promoted to a .Judgeship) came and 
he was afraid to upset 'the orders of his predecessor. Another Judge 
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of the Indian Civil Service came and he also said that he would follow 
the practice of his predecessors whether it was legal or illegal. 

I may point out that when appeals are fixed some dates are given 
and the judge has to sign the order sheet. Simply to shrink this work 
the judge followed this practice which is not in accordance with 
the practice of the mufassal. The judge is there only to see that just¬ 
ice is done and not shirk his work. A great injustice in the name of 
justice is done to the parties only in the aistricts of Jessore and Bangpur 
where this practice is alone prevalent. I appeal to Government to make 
some such arrangement by which the law may be followed in Jessore 
and Bangpur, and with these words, I beg to commend this resolution to 
the acceptance of the Council. 

Mauivi 8YED NA8IM ALIi First of all I rise to support this resolu¬ 
tion not because I am acquainted with the practice of Bangpur or Jessore, 
but the members of the Alipore Bar Library were victims of this proce¬ 
dure for some time within the past ten years. Since I joined the Bar I 
have found that as soon as appeals are filed according to provisions of 
law, a certain date is fixed for the appearance of the respondent and after 
the respondents S^ear the appeals are postponed sine die and they are 
put on the board. That is the usual practice because the appeals which 
have been filed earlier must be taken up first and disposed of, and then 
subsequent appeals are taken up. A certain European—a comparatively 
junior officer—came to preside over the district as District Jifedgb, and his 
idea was that, on some occasions when the sessions collapsed, or the 
original suits are compromised or the probate cases collapsed, the Judges 
had no work to do. Thereforei some provision must be made for such 
contingencies and the learned judge was also of opinion that small 
appeals, such as rent appeals or money appeals, might be fixed for hear¬ 
ing and no date should be fixed so that, if such contingencies ocpur, the 
Judge may take up any of such appeals and dispose of them; and his idea 
was that it would not cause any inconvenience because the pleaders of 
that particular district were quite competent M deal with these appeals 
and finish these appeals by looking into the records for five minutes and, 
therefore, they did not require any previonn preparation. ’ But. as the 
pleaders have got to give a certificate *a8 to the grounds of appeal, the 
members of the Alipore Bar met the learned judge and pointed out their 
difficulties, and al^ jpointed out the legal difficulties to which the mover 
has invited the attention of this Council—^1 mean to certain rulings of 
the High Court wherein then Lordships have said that, if no date is fixed 
and then if the appeal is dismissed for default, then that would.not be a 
default within the meaning of rules 16 and 17 of ihe Criminal Procedure 
Code. The learned judge ruled that a date must be fixed and when he 
did not fix a 4a4e he said that that apqpeal would be taken up az^ day that 
the court had time. It meant that it would be fixed from day to day. 
'Therefore, the requiremwats of Ihe law would be fulfilled. He. further 
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argued tliat-tiiis was the practice m the High Court. In the High Court 
they prepare weekly lists and Afterwards they prepare daily lists from 
the list prepared for the week. Our contention, therefore, was that in the 
High Court on the appellate side they bave not any original work to do. 
There the pleaders take up the appeal work and, therefore, they are not 
inconvenienced in any way. Besides the High Court has got to deal with 
questions of law on second appeals and there are some cases of first appeals 
and there, of course, the presence of the client is unnecessary to a certain 
extent. But in znufassal courts the appeals are first appeals and they are 
on questions of facts and, therefore, it is absolutely necessary that the 
clients al|o should be present at the time of the hearing of the appeal. The 
learned Judge after hearing us said that he would try his best to accom¬ 
modate,the pleaders and the clients as much as possible, but how that was 
to be done was left vague. Hoi^ever, in the meantime, the learned Judge 
took leave and the permanent incumbent came and that practice was 
abolished. We have no difficulty now. As the mover has remarked, in 
some districts, some Judges simply to find out work, when original suits 
or sessions cases fail, try to adopt such a procedure. It is desirable, 
therefore, that this should be put an end to, and that the judges may be 
directed to fix a certain number of appeals for each day even if there be 
sessions work. He can do two or three appeals'even with sessions cases. 
That has been done in every district. What is the good of putting a cer¬ 
tain number of cases on the board and then fixing no other date, and 
informing the pleaders that these appeals may be taken up any day that 
the court would have time. Under such circumstances it would be most 
inconvenient not only to the lawyers but also to the litigants They can¬ 
not anticipate when sessions cases would collapse or when original suits 
would be compromised and.they would be dancing attendance from day to 
day while their appeal is not taken up—that is how the public are incon¬ 
venienced. There is no doubt that it is very inconvenient to the pleaders 
also, as they have got to prepare their briefs and, if they are to prepare 
eight or ten appeals^ they haye to be prepared in every case although it 
is not likely that they isiUl be taken up when sessions cases collapsed. 
That is the difficulty , to which the pleaders are put under such circum¬ 
stances. The practice, as is prevalent in most districts, ought to be 
followed and there should be an universal practice everywhere. 

R«i JOGENDRA OHUNDER CHORE Bahaduri Sir, I have much 
pleasure in supporting this resolution. . Everything that could be said 
has already been said by the. gentlemen who preceded me. But I ought 
to tell the House that the practice of the High Court is not exactly what 
it is represented to be that appeals are heard de die in diem, . What hap¬ 
pens is this. We have got u list for the day. Sometimes a list of below 
fifty cases is put up, for the oases which may be taken up, after the court 
has finished hearing of appeals. Bu^T do not know that within the last six 
months this has boein done. So, even in the High Court, that practice 
is not followed as a rule, and I must say, in support of my hon’ble friend. 
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the moTer, that it is against the law ^0 postpone a case without fixing a 
date. It may be convenient for the court but it is very inconvenient to 
the pleaders, the most prominent of whom are engaged in original cases 
in'the mufassal. I support the resolution. 

Babu 8UREHDRA NATH MULLICK: Sir, I perfectly sympathise 
with the hon’ble mover and 1 fully agree with him and that for two 
reasons. The first is, that pleaders are not gramophones, and the second 
is, that considerable difficulty is felt if cases are taken up in this way. 
What is done by some judges is to treat these cases as what may be called 
8top>gap cases. That is a very mischievous policy. When a sessions 
case breaks down, owing to the non-attendance of the jury or the illness 
of the accused, and so on, these cases are called up. This helps the judge 
in reducing the number of appeals by dismissing them straight away. 
But it does not seem to be justice. It causes trouble both to the parties 
and to the lawyers concerned. I have experience of these matters—a 
pleader is sent for and asked to plead when he has not even got his brief 
ready. It is certainly inconvenient for him when he is suddenly called 
upon to argue such a case. That is an arrangement which I am perfectly 
sure ought to be abolished. It may be very convenient to the judicial 
conscience of some of our judges though, I must say, not of all. There 
are* judges who would do everything possible in the interests of justice 
to convenience the pleaders and parties and there are some who take 
these opportunities to knock out some of their appeals by dismissing them 
straight away. I therefore think that this motion ought to be supported. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMi Sir, when I first read the reso- 
' lution, I thought it meant something quite different from what has been 
explained in this House by its mover and the other speakers. As regards 
the postponing of appeals sine die appeals have sometimes to be 
postponed .sme die as they may be governed by common questions of law 
which are pending decision of a superior appellate court. In such cases 
it is perfectly right to postpone other appeals in cohfiection with which 
the same question of law are raised. Otherwise, the time of the Court 
would unnecessarily be wasted. Then, as regards the*tkl^ur^part of'the 
resolution, that civil appeals should not be heard from day to day, it 
would mean that if an appeal is taken up to-day it ought not to be heard 
the next day. Surely, that is how it reads though that is not apparently 
what was intended. What I understood the mover pnd the other speakers 
to say was that certain District Judges do not arrange their lists, in such 
a way as to suit the convenience of the pleaders. Now, in the High Court, 
a list is put up for appeals which the judges think they might be able to 
dispose 6f in the course of the day. As a matter of fact often they 
are not able to dispose att those f^peals. They dispose of soihe nf. them 
and the others are postponed, and that goes on from da$^ to day. It 
, sometimes happens in the High Court an.iqipear is.not .r^ched ev4^ 
for a-fortnight. It is absolutely impossible to avoid ebntingeneies of 
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thaij sort* district judges in the mufassai have to hear appeals fropi 
the decision (d inimsils and they have also to do original work both crim¬ 
inal as well as civil. They have to put up a list of appeals expecting that 
if'the original business of the day is finished they would be able to go on 
with the list, but it sometimes happens that these appeals have to be 
adjourned from day to day. It may be. that this causes some inconvenience 
to the pleaders, but that is not a matter for this House to deal with. If a 
wrong procedure is followed by a district judge, contrary to the ruling 
of the High Court, as has been suggested, then the aggrieved party should 
go to the High Court with his grievance. It is not for this House to lay 
down what would be the right procedure or wrong procedure. We are in 
fact asked that instructions may be given by the Government to the Court 
to arrange the business before them in a particular way, but surely the 
Government cannot lay down that in matters of procedure which are regu¬ 
lated by the law, the court should do this or should not do that. If in any 
particular case there has been a miscarriage of justice it is for the aggriev¬ 
ed to go to the High Court and have it redressed* It is not within 
the competence of Government to interfere with the discretion of the 
Court in such matters. 


Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMEDi Sir, of course the Hon’ble Sir Abd- 
ur-Biahim has said that it will be too hard for judges if my resolution is 
accepted. My idea is that when a case has been taken up it should be 
continued from day to day but that a date should be fixed before it is taken 
up. But this is not done in Jessore and that is what is objected to. We 
want that there should be some date given—some particular date—when 
such and such appeals are likely to be heard. But without fixing a.date < 
the appeal should not be heard. The Hon'ble Member has said that, 
parties with grievances should go to the High Court. But in every case 
it is not possible. So they want the Government to recommend to the 
High Court that such practice should be discontinued in mufassal courts. 

I do not think it is illegal ior this Council to make such a recomnien<la- 
tion. This Councirwould not be laying down the law in the matter but 
would only send a.jrecommendation to the High Court. The lower courts 
are under the*6M^nment also. If a reply were given to my question the 
mattter would have been'more clear. But it has not been given. All that 
I want is that our recomhiendations may be forwarded to the High'Court. 
As regards the wording of the resolution, I may say that it is the wording 
of the Judge as he dictates it. 

The motion being put a division was taken with the following result;— 


AYES. 


aiiiMS, KbsR ialHtSiur Hauivl WMimuStfin. 
MHMS, MMfIvi itM Uiifii. 

AfeaiM^ Mtnisbi oafar. 

Alt. Mr. tyM Naalm. 

•MMtariierjt, Sieii Itan eiMaSra. 
OiwnMliM't IImA OfeoiiSre. 


eiiautfliuri, Sabu Kitheri Meban. 
Chaadhuri, Mauivi Shah Muhammaa. 
ehautfhuri, Rai Hartndranath. 
oat, Oabii Biiitiiniatftv. 

Oatta, Babu Indu Bhuthaii. 

Ohatab, Rai tahib Nilmanf. 
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Maitra, Dr. Jatindra Nath, 

NuMok, tabu turuidra Nath* 

Naikar, Dabu Ham ■ Chandra, 
flay, naja Manilall fingb. 

•arhar, Mabu dagath Chandra, 

Sarkar, Baku Ritbindra Nath. 


NOES. 


Qbasa, Rai Bahadur iagandra Chundar. 
Huq, Mauivi fkramul. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Karim, Mauivi Faxiul. 

Khan Mauivi Hamid-ud*djn. 

Makramaii, Munahi. 


Birlay, Mr. L. 

Bompaa, Mr. C. H. 

Chaudhuri, tha Han’bia tha Nawab Caiyid 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Das, Rai Bahadur Amar Nath. 

Oanald, Mr. 4. 

Gupta, Mr. N. B. 

Hopkyna, Mr. W. S. 

Harnall, Mr. W. W. 

Karr, tha Hon’bla Mr. J. H. 

Lang, Mr. 4. 


Laaa, Mr. D. M. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Mittar, tha Hon’bla Mr. P. C. 
O’Mallay, Mr. L. S. S. 

Payna, Mr. C. F. 

Rahim, tha Han’bla Sir Abd*ur. 

Ray. Babu Surandra Nath. 
Suhrawardy, Dr. Hauan. 
Suhrawardy, Mr. Humyn Shahaad. 
Whaalar, tha Hon’bla Sir Hanry. 
Wardaworth, Mr."^. C. 


The Ayes being 24 and the Noes 21, the motion was carried. 


Adjournment. 

0 

The Council was adjourned to the next day, Friday, the 8th July, 
1921, at 3 v.M. 
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PriieaMiingft of tlM Bongal Ltgislative Council tsscnibled umlor ttio 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council assembled at 3 p.m. on the 8th July, 1921, in the 
Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta. 

Present: 

■»The Hon’ble the PresideniT, the Hon’ble the four Kenibers of the 
Executive Council, the Hon'ble the three Ministers, and 104 nominated 
and elected members. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Sadhu ” as Kumar of Bhowal. 

187. BabU FANINDRALAL DC: (a) Will the Member in 
charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased 
to make a statement giving particulars of the inquiry made prior to the 
publication of the notification by the District Magistrate of Dacca, declar* 
ing the sadhu claiming to be the Kumar of Bhowal, to be an impostor? 

(6) Is it a fact that a few supporters of the said claimant wanted an 
opportunity to produce evidence and to cross-examine witnesses who were 
then making statements afRrming the fact of cremation P 

(c) If so, was such opportunity given to them? If not, why not? 

(d) Is there any truth in the allegation that the witnesses examined 
in Calcutta, Darjeeling and Dacca were either produced by or on behalf 
of Babu Satyendra Nath Banerjee, brother-in-law of the second Kumar 
of Bhowal? 

(e) Is there any truth in the allegation that the Deputy Magistrate 
who made the inquiry at Dacca, was assisted by men belonging to a party 
whose intereVtls tToul^ .1}^; adversely affected if the alleged indentity of 
the sadhu were establishi^ ? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to make a detailed state¬ 
ment giving particulars of the recent incident at the Mirzapur cutcherry 
of the Bhowal estate, in which a' Muhammadan was shot dead and two 
other persons were wounded ? 

{g)' Under vhose orders and why were armed escorts provided to the 
drummer v^ile making the proclamation ? 

{h) Is it a fact that copies of printed notifications were widely bircu- 
lated among the tenants before the said proclamation of the purport 
thereof by beat of drum was made ? 

(t) If so, what was the reason for making the proclamation ? 
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MEMBER in charge ef DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(a), (b), (c), (d) and (e). The matter is being dealt with by the 
Court of Wards, and Government must decline to make any statement. 

(/) .The incident will form the subject of judicial proceedings. 
When these proceedings are completed, a copy of the judgment, if desired^ 
will be laid on the library table. 

(ff) No armed escort was provided for the drummer. 

(h) Printed .notifications were sent to all naibs to have them publish¬ 
ed by beat of drum. 

(i) ' The object of the proclamation was to acquaint the tenants 
with the facts and to prevent ignorant tenants paying money to wrong 
persons. 


Financial management of the Calcutta University. 

m 

188. BabU HEM CHANDRA NASKER: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education been 
drawn to the fact made public by Mr. Charu Chandra Biswas, a member 
of the Syndicate of the Calcutta University, about the mismanagement 
of the finance and trust funds and the objectionable manner in which the 
budget of the Univer.sity is usually prepared and passed by the Senate? 

(h) What steps are taken to check the accounts and control the 
finance ? 

(c) Is it a fact that treasury bills belonging to a specific trust fund 
were pledged by the University last year? 

(d) If so, what is the name of the fund to which the treasury bills 
belonged,? 

(e) What are the terms and conditions under which the University 
held the said fund ? 

(/) What are the exact terms of the resolution of, the Syndicate 
empowering the Eegistrar of the University to pledge the '^easury bills, 
and what are the terms of the resolution of the Senate confirming the 
action of the Syndicate ? 

MINISTER jn ohargu of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tho 
Hon’blo Mr. P. C. Mittor): (a) The newspaper accounts of the episode 
to which the member refers have been noticed. 

(b) The accounts of the University are annually audited by the 
Accountant-General, Bengal, and the audit reports were, until the con¬ 
trol of the Calcutta University 'ti'as recently handed over to this Govern¬ 
ment, submitted to the Government of India. In future these reports 
will be submitted to the local Government. 
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.* (<’)« (<^)» (^) (/) GoTernment have no information> but a 

re|erence bas been made to the Calcutta University and when reidies bave 
been received they will be placed on tbe library table. 


Cholera and Malaria in Faridpur. 

188. Dr. ilATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Will the Hon’ble tbe 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased 
to state what bas been tbe number of deaths from cboiera in tbe different 
subdivisions of tbe district of Faridpur in tbe years 1918, 1919 and 
1920 P 

(6) What anungements bave been made by Government to supply 
good drinking water in the areas particularly affected with cboiera in 
that district? 

(c) Have Government any statistics to show what parts of Faridpur 
are considered as highly malarious? 

(d) Has there been any anti-malarial project worked up in those 
parts? 

(e) If not, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state when 
such a project is likely to be taken in hand ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): 

(a) The figui'es are given in the following statement:— 


SDBDITMIOK. 

1918. j 

1919. 

19S0. 

S&dor ••• 

1,035 

1,684 ' 

312 

Gopalganj 

774 

301 

736 

Madaripar ... 

1,494 

797 

760 

Goalundo ... 

1,282 

494 

i 

409 



■■■■■■HI 


Diatriot Total 

4,585 


2,217 


(6) The provision of good drinking water is a work of locad sani¬ 
tary improvement which should be taken up by the local authorities con¬ 
cerned. They have been urged to improve the sources of water-supply 
so as to dheck the periodical, recurrence and spread of cholera. 
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(o) The following statement shows the five thanas in which malaria 
is most prevalent:— 


Kamk of thaka. 

ms. 

Ml». 

1920. 

• 

Mortality. 

Ratio par 
milla. 

1 Mortality. 

Ratio per 
mille. 


Ratio per 
mille. 

Madaripur 

5,732 

25-3 

7,382 

32-6 

8,954 

39-5 

Palonj; ... 

8,116 

22-8 

7,777 

21*9 

n ,776 

30-3 

BaUiakandi ... ... 

2,391 

1 * 

29-2 

1,762 

21-5 

2,683 

32*2 

0H\18D& vaa 

2,613 

290 

2,029 

22-5 

3.030 

33’6 

••• 

3,345 

27-2 

2,604 

21-2 ; 

j 

.3,774 

30-7 


(d) and (e) No anti-malarial scheme has been prepared. The 
District Board of Faridimr, like other District Boards, has been asked to 
convene a conference to which the leading men of the district will be 
invited to formulate schemes of water-supply and anti-malarial opera¬ 
tions. . The conference will be held shortly and I hope to attend it. 

Epidemic of choierd due to drought. 

190. Bebu JATINDRA NATH BA8U; (a) Will the Hon:ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Governmudf pliffu^ed 
to say whether the attention of the Government has been to the 

spread of cholera in Bengal during the present hot weather ‘ 

(6) Is it a fact that there was very little rain last cold weather? 

(c) Did the Government take any special steps or urge local bodies 
to take such steps so that the drought during the hot weather might be 
met, and the spread of epidemics due to the want of a supplypf good water 
might be retarded? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon^bie Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea)i (a) Gov¬ 
ernment are aware that there was a genaral increase of cholera during 
the month of April, but it has been on the decline since May. 

(h) Bainfall was in defect in the month of November and December 
1920; it increased appreciably in January, 1921, but again diminished in 
February. 

(c) The Department of Public Health has been periodically noti¬ 
fying the chblera figures through the medium of the Associated Press. 
In the month of March last, the Director of- Public Health issued a 
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circular to the Chairmen of all District Boards urging upon them to adopt 
a proper system of anti-cholera work: a similar circular was issued in 
the following month to the chairmen of Municipalities. Copies* of these 
circulars are laid on the library table. Local authorities of the localities 
which returned a serious increase of cholera were specially urged by the 
Department to adopt immediate preventiye measures and to improve the 
water-supply. 

Partition of tauii No. 127, Khulna. 

191. BabU JOGENDRA NATH ROY: (a) Will the :Son’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Bevenue (liand Revenue) be 
pleased to state— 

(i) since when the work of partition of tauzi No. 127, Khulna, has 
been going on; 

(it) when Government expect to finish the work; 

(in) the number of office staff engaged in this work and the cost 
incurred up to date by the parties concerned in the partition of 
tauzi No. 127; and 
(iv) the area of the tauzi. 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of finishing 
the work of partition of tauzi No. 127 before undertaking settlement 
operations on the tauzi, or, in case it is not found possible to finish the par¬ 
tition of the tauzi within a short time, to defer settlement work till the 
completion of the partition P 

(c) Are the Government aware of the fact that the proprietors will 
not ben^t by the settlement unless partition is completed before settle¬ 
ment P ■ 

The Hf^*bie the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) (i) Since the 9th September, 1912. . 

(it) Partition is expected to be finished by the, end of September, 
1922, provided no objections are raised by the parties at any stage. 

(m) The number of office staff is 6. They do work in connection 
with the partition of other estates in addition. The cost incurred up to 
date for this estate is Bs. 59,848-0-9. 

(iv) The area is 65,000 acres. 

(h) As the attestation in the settlement proceedings will be done in 
1923-24, and final publication will not take place till the middle of 1925, 
there would be no difficulty in incorporating the results of the partition 
in the settlement record, even if the partition proceedings are not finished 
until a year after the estimated time. There is, therefore, no necessity 
to defer settlement work till the completion of the partition proceedings. 

(c) The benefit to the proprietors will be enhanced if the partition 
is completed before, the settlement records are finally published. 


* Not printed in these proceedings. 
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'primary sohools in Parifl|Mir. 

192. Mautvi ABDUL KARIM; (a) WiU the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state the number 
of the following class of schools in the Faridprir district:— 

(i) Board primary school for boys, 

(ii) Board primary school for girls, 

{Hi) Aided primary school for boys, 

(iv) Aided primary school for girls, 

(v) Unaided primary school for boys, 

(vi) Unaided primary school for girls, 

(vit) Aided maktahs for boys, and 

{viii) Aided maktahs for girls ? 

(6) What is the average number of primary schools under a sub¬ 
inspector of schools in FaridpurP 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the District Board- of 
Faridpur passed a resolution in December last recommending the appoint¬ 
ment of five additional sub-inspectors in the district of Faridpur? 

{d) Are the Government going to make these appointments? 

(e) If so, when? 

Th6 Hon’bl6 Mf. P. C. MITTER; (a) (i) Board primary schools for 
boys, 196. 

{ii) Board primary schools for girls, 2. 

{Hi) Aided primary schools for boys, 1,080. 

{iv) Aided primary schools for girls, 673. 

(i;) Unaided primary schools for boys, 225. 

{vi) Unaided primary schools for girls, 209. 

{vii) Aided maktahs for boys, 467. 

{viii) Aided maktahs for girls, 293. 

(6) The average number of , primary schools under a sub-inspector 
of schools in Faridpur, 208. 

(c) Yes. 

{d) No; funds do not permit. 

(e) This question does not arise in view of the answer to {d). 


Teehnioal schools in Paridpur, 

193. Matilvi ABDUL KARIM; (n) Is the Mon’ble the Ministw in 
charge of the Department of Education aware that the District Board 
of Faridpur passed a resolution for the establishment of one technical 
school in each subdivision of the district, and prayed lor pecuniary 
help from the Departinent? 

(6) Are the Government prepared to offer Gie help sought in the 
Ovrrent year? 
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Th0 Hoil*We Mr, P, C, MITTER: (o) If the resolution to which the 
znember refers had for its object the establishment of technical 
schools, this question should have been addressed to the Hon’ble Minis¬ 
ter in charge of Agriculture and Industries. The Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Education is informed that in April last the Vice-Chairman of 
the Faridpur District Board submitted to the Industries Department a 
scheme for starting wood-work classes in the ordinary schools. The 
Industries Department were not in a position to provide funds for the 
proposed classes, as they lie outside the sphere of that Department. 

(6) The Education Department are making inquiries. 

Cost of bandage cloth for patients of police cases. 

194. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to state 
the cost of price of bandage cloth for patients of police cases in each 
subdivision from 1917 to 1919, and the average savings of Government 
from non-payment of that cost for those years in the whole of the Presi¬ 
dency P 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement is 
laid on the table. The orders directing that the charges for the dress¬ 
ings of patients in medico-legal cases in class III dispensaries should 
be met in all cases from the funds of the dispensaries concerned were 
not in force before June, 1919. 


Jl 
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195. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: WiU the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Education he pleased to state— 

(i) whether it is a fact that the posts of four Muhammadan marriage 
registrars were sanctioned in the year before last or 
thereabouts for the district of Bakarganj, and that the 
Standing Committee nominated the candidates for the posts; 

(it) why the posts remained vacant for these years; 

(iii) whether the Government are considering the desirability of 

appointing Muhammadan marriage registrars and kazis for 
each thana of the district of Bakarganj; 

(iv) the number of bigamy cases in the criminal courts of each 

subdivision of the district of Bakarganj from 1918 to 1920? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (i) and (u) Yes. In June, 1918, 
four new offices in the district of Bakarganj, viz., at Bakarganj, Uzir- 
pur, Eajapur and Daulatkhan, were sanctioned. On the representation 
of the Muhammadan registrars, whose incomes were affected, the dis¬ 
trict registrar of Bakarganj proposed that the opening of these offices 
might be postponed and the matter was kept in abeyance for one year. 
On the expiration of that period the district registrar was asked to .sub¬ 
mit nominations for these offices, but the Muhammadan registrars who 
were affected, again prayed for a postponement, and the Inspector of 
Muhammadan Begistration Offices was deputed to make local inquiries 
and to report. His report has been received and appointments for 
the Bajapur and Uzirpur offices have been made. The appointment of 
the Muhammadan registrar for Daulatkhan has been gazetted, and a 
nomination for the Bakarganj office has been called for from the district 
registrar. 

(m) The answer is in the negative. The opening of new offices is 
governed by the principle laid down by Government in paragraph 11 of 
Government resolution No. 1410 T.—E., dated the 24th September, 1917 
(extract laid on the table), and is determined by the demand for such 
offices in a particular place. 

(tv) A statement is laid on the table. 

Extract, paragraph 11, from Resolution No. 1410T. — R,, dated 
Darjeeling, the 24th September, 1917, referred to in the reply to 
unstarred question No. 195{Hi). 

11. BetwMn 1912 and 1916 the number of Begistration offices has.only 
increased from 273 to 276: the Governor in Council desires that the Inspector- 
General of Begistration will examine the position with a view to increasing the 
number of offices in areas in whidi facilities for registration are found to be insuffi¬ 
cient. In making this examination the Inspector-General of R^stration will of. 
course bear in mind that the multiplication of offices tends to reduce the income 
of Muhammadan Marriage Begistrars and thereby to discourage js^iiable men 
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from taking np this work. Moreover, in areas in which an individual Begistrar 
has made the Act popular and increased the number of registrations, considera¬ 
tion should be shown to the successful Registrar during the continuance of his 
incumbency. But even after due weight has been given to those factors in the 
situation there is probably room for a substantial increase in the number of 
offices. The Governor in Council therefore awaits the specific proposals of the 
Inspector-General of Registration. 


StaUment referred to in the reply to umtarred question No. 19S (iw) 
showing the number of bigamy cases in the criminal courts of each 
subdivision of the district of Bakarganj from 1918 to 1920. 


SnbdlThion. 


Tear,. 



i>iB. 

l»l». 

1930 

Sadar 

38 

61 

60 

Pirojpur 

13 

23 

29 

Patuakhali 

9 

25 

32 

Bhola 

23 

29 

29 


Salary slips to oIRciating Munsifs. 

196, Maulsi FAZLAL KARIM: {a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state— 

(t) whether it is a fact that salary slips for Bs. 300 have been issued 
to only some of the officiating Munsifs who have completed 
one year’s service, and not to all such Munsifs; 

(w) if so, what is the reason for this differentiation in treatment 
between one officiating Munsif and another ; 

(iti) whether the officiating Munsifs who were in employ up to the 
closing day of the Puja vacation, 1920, and then again in 
employ from the reopening day after the Puja vacation, will 
get their salary for the Puja vacation of 1920 when the scheme 
for appointing probationers is ultimately given effect to; 

(i«) the number of vacancies at the present time in the existing 
cadre of Munsifs; 

(t>) the reason why these vacancies have not been filled up yet; 

(in) whether it is a fact that some of these vacancies have b^n in 
existence for more than one year; and 

(utt) whether these vacancies are likely to be filled up hef^ge the 
Puja vacation, 1921? 
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(i) whether he proposes to undertake in tlie course of this vear a 
tour to some of the outlying parts of this Presidency to'ascer- 

^‘'»"*™ate grievances of officers 
i>f the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial); 

(u) whetv the 8che^ for appointing prob^tionora to the Bengal 

the Puja vacation of this year; and 
(Hi) if not, how many of the officiating Munsifs are likely to bo 
relieved on the date of the closing of the Civil Courts for the 
Puja vacation. 


MEMBER In charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 

Sir AMui^Rthim)! (a) (i) Salary slips for Rs. 300 were issued to all 
Munsifs who could not complete two year’s actual service before 1st 

December, 1919, the date from which the new time-scale of pay was given 
effect to. ” 

(ii) Does not arise. 

(m) The question does not arise at present, as the probationary 
system has not as yet been introduced. 

(tv), (v), (vi) and (i;ri) There is only one vacancy at the present time 
in the existing cadre of Munsifs, and it occurred on the 21st May, 1921, 
and this recent vacancy is likely to be filled up before the Puja vaktion,’ 
1931 • 


(6) (i) The Hon’ble Member will go on tour in the usual course 
when he will bo glad to see any judicial officer. 

(u) No definite statement can now be made, as the matter is still 
under consideration. 

(m) Does not arise. 


Demonstration farms in eaoh thana and circulation of reports, etc., in 

vernacular. 


,197. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased to 
state whether he is in a position to give an approximate time by which 
each thana will have at least one demonstration farm P 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of circulating 
in the ve^jnacular of each district, the annual report and the results of 
the research of the Agricultural Department through the union com¬ 
mittees, primary schools and other proper agencies ? 


MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE «nrf 
INDUSTRIEC (the Hon'ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab All Ohaudhuri. 
Khan Bahadur): (a) It is not at present under the contemplation of 
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Government to establish demonstrationf farms in each thana. Under 
present arrangements district farms are to be established first and such 
funds as are available are being devoted to this purpose. 

(b) The annual reports of the agricultural stations and the bulletins 
and leaflets are translated into the vernacular and distributed locally. 
An agricultural journal in the vernacular is issued quartely and widely 
circulated. 

Registration in BakarganJ and a substitute for the Sub-Registrar at 

Patuakhali. 

198. Maluvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the greatest number of documents are registered in the 
month of May each year in the district of Bakarganj ? 

(h) Ts it a fact that the sub-registrar of Patuakhali took leave for 
21 days in the month of May, 1921, and that no substitute was placed 
there for the time ? 

Tho Hon'blo Mr. P. C. MITTER. (a) The figures for 1921 are not 
available. In 1919 and 1920 the number of documents registered in 
May was greater than in other months, while in 1918 the number of 
documents legistered in April and June exceeded that for May. 

(h) Yes. The oflfi«ie of the Sub-Begistrar, Patuakhali, was closed 
from the 3rd May to 25th May, under the exceptional circumstances 
detailed below; but there has been no complaint of any inconvenience. 
There is a joint office at Betagi (a steamer station) within easy reach 
of Patuakhali. 

On the 11th May last the District Begistrar informed the Inspector- 
General that he had permitted the sub-registrar of Patuakhali to proceed 
on leave from 3rd May in anticipation of sanction, and had directed the 
Subdivisional Officer of Patuakhali to depute a Sub-deputy Collector 
to carry on the work, but unfortunately no Sub-Deputy Collector was 
available. A relieving officer, who was then acting at Daudkhandi in 
Tippera, but who was expected to be relieved on or about the 10th, 
was directed by wire to join Patuakhali without taking joining time. 
He was delayed in being relieved, and when he started for Patuakhali 
he was prevented from joining there on account of steamer and railway 
strikes. The i)ermanent incumbent joined Patuakhali on the 26th May, 
after cancelling the unexpired portion of his leave. 

Appointment of members of Bengsl Civil Serviee to poets of Under of 

AMistsnt Beoretaries. 

199. Maulvt FAZLAL KARIMS (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge (d the Appointment Department be pleased to state" irhetheir 
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it is a fact that no member of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) has 
been appointed to act as Under-Secretary or Assistant Secretary to 
Government P 

(6) Whether it is a fact that two members of the Bengal Civil 
Service (Executive) are serving as Assistant Secretaries to Government at 
present? 

(o) Whether the Government are considering the desirability of 
appointing two members of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) in the 
Bengal Secretariat? 

(d) Whether the Government intend to throw open to the Bengal 
Civil Service (Judicial), the Assistant Secretaryship in the Legislative 
Department and the llegistrarship of the Bengal Legislative Council? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’Ue Sir Henry Wheeler): (a) The answer is in the affirmative, so 
far as* concerns the appointment made up to the present. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) The question is apparently based upon a theory that these posts 
must be filled on equal proportion from the Executive and Judicial 
Branches. That theory has never been accepted and there is no 
intention of accepting it. 

' {d) These posts are at present not vacant and the question of how 
they are to be filled in future will not arise so long as the present incum¬ 
bents remain in the office. 

Scheme for training mechanical apprentices at Kanchrapara. 

200. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state the present progress of the scheme for train¬ 
ing mechanical apprentices at Eanchraparai the present number of such 
apprentices and the amount of the yearly allotment for this particular 
purpose? 

The Hon’bte the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUOURI, Khan 
Bahadur: In accordance with the recommendations of the Kanchrapara 
school comntittee a hostel with superintendent’s quarters for the Indian 
apprentices has been constructed at a cost of Bs. 76,553 and it has been 
arranged to purchase the loco superintendent’s office at Kanchrapara for 
the accommodation of the school at a cost of Bs. 43,139. The whole 
scheme for the training of apprentices is now being submitted to the Gov¬ 
ernment ol India for approval. The number of apprentices at present 
undergoing training is not known. An enquii'y has been made, and on 
receipt of the information it will be communicated to the member. ' The 
cost'of the training of apprentices is met by the Eastern Bengal Bailway. 
No provision for annual recurring expenditure was made, as the new 
sqheme has not come into effect yet. 
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Development Board. 

201. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agricultnre and 
Industries he pleased to state when the Deyelopment Board, as indicated 
by Sir T. Holland, for Bengal is going to be formed, and how it is to be 
constituted P 

(6) Will non-official Indian industrial experts be included in the 
forthcoming Board ? 

TheHon'blethe NawabSAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Khan 
Bahadur: (a) and (b) A Development Board for this province is not con¬ 
sidered necessary at present. 

Supply of ofRcers for working private demonstration farms. 

202. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Agricultural 
Department supplies officers at the cost of the Government to private 
individuals for working demonstration farms ? 

(6) Is any distinction made for supplying officers for the purpose, 
between Europeans and Indians who offer land for demonstration farms ? 

(c) Has an officer been supplied to work a demonstration farm, lands 
for which have been given by a private individual, in Ghosa, in the 
Sundarbans P 

{d) Will the Hon'ble the Minister in charge be pleased to state the 
quantity of land offered by the owner for this particular farm, and the 
yearly cost to Government for permanently keeping an officer and his staff 
of men on the farm? 

(e) Is the Hon*ble the Minister aware that the locality where this 
farm is situated is considered unhealthy and unsuitable for demonstration 
farmP 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that a private gentleman, an Indian of Mahisadal, Midnapore, offered 
land and building worth Bs. 1,00,000 to the Agricultural Department, 
Bengal, and prayed lor the opening and working of a demonstration farm 
there P 

(g) Is it a fact that this offer has been refused by the Agricultural 
Department? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
for the refusal? 

Tht Hon*bl6the NawabSAIYID NAWAB AL| CHAUOHURI, Kluui 
Bahadur: (a) In exceptional circumstances an officer is supply in an 
advisory capacity to assiit a private concern or individual to start a dempi^ 
stration farm. 
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(h) No. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) 20 bighas. Annual cost to Government amounts to Es. 600 at 
present. 

(e) No. 

(/) Yes. The value of land and buildings was estimated by the 
Collector at Es. 16,000 only. 

(g) and (h) Yes. The offer of land and building in question was 
made in 1920, but as the place was found to be somewhat inaccessible, 
either by rail or steamer, and our staff was very limited, the scheme had 
to be dropped pending the further development of the Agricultural 
Department. A proposal has been recently made by the District Hoard 
of Midnapore to utilize this land as a District Board Farm, and arrange¬ 
ments have been made to provide a suitable farm manager and to render 
all assistance and advice possible. 

Milling education. 

203. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: WiU the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Deptirtnient of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state the number of mining students receiving 
practical training in the Bengal coal-fields, either at their own cost or 
at the cost of colliery owners, and what it costs the Government for 
their theoretical training in different lecturing centres? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur; From the latest figures available, it appears that the 
number of mining employees attending the different lecture centres in 
the Bengal coal-fields is about 150 at the ordinary lectures conducted 
in English, and about 90 at the elementary lectures given in Bengali. 
The numbers fluctuate considerably. The total cost to Govcrament for 
the session 1920-21 amounted to Es. 2,213. 

Non-official chairmen for local boards. 

204. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of liocal Seli^-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the principle of appointing 
non-official chairmen for the local boards in this iwovince has not been 
enforced as a general rule as in the case of the district boards? 

(h) Wfll the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to make a statement 
showing the number of local boards in this Presidency as agam.4t the 
number of elected non-official chairmen of such boards? 

The Hon^bie’Bir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) In pursu- 
«QCe of a resolution moved by Babu Fanindralul Be at the meeting of 
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the Legislative Council held on the 5th of April, 1921, which was 
accepted by Government and carried nem con, Government have already 
directed that no official member of a local board should stand for elec¬ 
tion as its Chairman. The order will be given effect to as the terms 
of office of the existing official Chairmen expire, 

(6) A statement is laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the answer to unstarred question No. 804 (fi) 
showing the number of elected non^offwial Chairmen of Local Boards 
in each Division and the total number of Local Boards in each. 


Di.aioa. 


No. of liooal Board*' 

No. ot elected oon-offl* 
oiftl Cbalrmen of Jjooml 
Board*. 

Burdwan ... 

• •• 

17 

9 

Presidency 


21 

12 

Dacca 

s • • 

... 17 

12 

Cbittagong 

• • • 

7 

7 

Rajshahi ... 

• •• 

13 

6 


Total 

75 

46 


Government Commerciiri Institute Calcutta. 

205. Rai RADHA CHAR AN PAL Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state whether it is contemplated to enlarge the present 
teaching staff of the Government Commercial Institute, Calcutta, by 
the appointment of a Principal from England? 

(5) Is it a fact that there is already a strong staff with a Principal? 

(c) If the answer to clause (a) of the question be in the affirmative, 
are the Government considering the desirability of abandoning' the 
proposal ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the number 
and the names of the members of the Governing Body of the said Com¬ 
mercial Institute ? 

(e) Is it a fact that there has been no substantial change in the 
personnel of the tloverning Body since the foundation of the institute? 

The Hon’ble the'Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUOHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Tes. But if there is no prospect of an dfficer being 
recruited in England in the near future the Secretary of State has been 
asked to permit this Government to advertise the post and recruit on 
.officer locally. 

(h) The post of Principal has not'been subsiaxitively filled since the 
resignation of Mr. J. A. Chapman some years ago. The lectnxer in 
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Commercial Geography has been officiating as Principal and there is a 
qualified staff. 

(c) No. 

(d) The present Board is composed of nine members, including the 
President. Their names are given below:— 

(1) W. A. Lee, Esq., President. 

(2) W. H. Everett, Esq., Inspector of Technical and Industrial 

Institutions, Bengal. 

(3) W. Stather Hale, Esq., Registrar, Joint Stock Companies, 

Calcutta. 

(4) B, E. G. Eddis, Esq., Messrs. Gillanders, Arbuthnot & Co., 

8, Clive Street, Calcutta. 

(6) J. C. Coyajee, Esq., Senior Professor of Economics, Presi¬ 
dency College, Calcutta. 

(6) Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, m.l.g., 78, Chetla Road, Alii>ore, 

Calcutta. 

(7) Rai A. C. Banerjee Bahadur, m.a., m.l.c., 8 B, Lall Bazar 

Street, Calcutta. 

_ I 

(8) W. Kirpatrick, Esq., Messrs. Bird & Co,, Chartered Bank 

Buildings, Calcutta. 

(9) Rai Sahib G. K. Sen, officiating Principal, Government Com¬ 

mercial Institute. 

(e) The personnel of the present Governing Body is entirely different 
from that of the original Advisory Board appointed in 1905 when the 
Institute was started. None of the original members remain. 

Practical demonctration of the results obtained by Agricultural 

Department to raiyats. 

206. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to refer to the Final Report of the Midnapore District Settle¬ 
ment Operations, pages 120-21, regarding the amelioration of the condi¬ 
tion of the agriculturist class, and say whether the Government are 
considering the desirability of bringing home to the raiyat, by actual 
demonstration in his own village, .the practical results obtained by the 
Agricultural I^iwrtmentP 

(ft) If Uot, what are. the reasons for not doing soP 

The Hon’ble the Newib SAITID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khen <Balieduri (a) The member is referred to the reply to question 
No. 34 (e) asked by Babu Fanindralal De at the Council meeting of the 
14th March, 1921. 
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(b) No definite steps in respect of the demonstration Kork could be 
taken in Midnapore district till the appointment of a district agricul¬ 
tural ofScer and a demonstrator in 1917. The present staff in Midna¬ 
pore district consist of a district agricultural officer at headquarters, an 
additional agricultural officer at Ghatal, and five Government demon¬ 
strators. There are also seven demonstrators maintained by the District 
Hoard and Khas Mahals. Demonstration work is now being extended 
ns rapidly as funds and staff permit. 

Pay of men while officiating in posts of Provincial Service. 

207. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: {a) Will the Hon*ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
why the members of the Subordinate Educational Service are not allowed 
to draw the full pay of the Provincial Service uhen they are appointed 
to officiate in the latter service ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the members of all other services are allowed 
to draw the full pay of the service in which they are appointed to 
officiate ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) and (6) Officers of the 
Subordinate Educational Service who are officiating in appoint;mente 
included in the Bengal Educational Service are entitled to allowances 
in accordance with the prescribed rules. These allowances were pre¬ 
viously regulated by article 139 of the Civil Service Begulations, in 
accordance with which an officer of the Subordinate Educational Ser¬ 
vice acting in the Bengal Educational Service received an acting Idlow- 
ance of Ks. 50 a month only. In accordance with the Government of 
India resolution No. 2097 C.S.R., dated the 27th November,. 1920, an 
officer of the Subordinate Educational Service while acting in the 
Bengal Educational Service (the latter service having been reorganised 
on a time-scale basis) is entitled to an acting allowance equal to the 
difference between his pay and the minimum pay of the Bengal Educa¬ 
tional Service. These new rules have not yet been made applicable, 
but the matter is receiving attention. 

Government expenses on the “ Bangavasi ** defamation case. 

208. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to 
state how much, on the whole, has been spent by the Government for 
conducting the case of police inspector Dwijendra Chandra Ghose 
versus the Editor of the Bangavasi in the Original side of the Hi^h 
Court? 

(h) Is it a fact tiiat the amount of damages claimed by the plaintiff 
in the suit was only Bs, 6,000? 
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(р) Wherd did tlie cause of action in the suit arise? 

{d) Was the suit filed in the Original side of the High Court or was 
it brought there through an order of “transfer?” 

(e) If it was so brought, who applied for the transfer? 

if) How many witnesses for the plaintiff were examined in the 
High Court and how many were examined in the mufassal on commis¬ 
sion? 

iff) What is the total amount of fees paid to the counsel of the plain¬ 
tiff? 

(h) What is the total amount of expenses incurred by the 'Uovem- 
ment for the cost of the commissions and how much of it was for the 
fees of the plaintiff’s counsel? 

(i) How many counsel were engaged by the Government in the case 
for the plaintiff? 

(;) What was the daily fee allowed to the leading counsel in the 
case while attending commissions in the mufassal? 

(k) Was any rough estimate submitted to Government by any of its 
officers as to the probable cost of conducting the suit in the Original 
side of the High Court before the Government accepted the liability 
of conducting the same? 

(Z) Who was the officer who gave the estimate? 

(m) What was the amount as per that estimate? 

(n) 1‘^rom what heads of sanctioned expenditure in the Budgets of 
the last and the prc'sent years has the Government met the whole of the 
costs of this suit, giving details and references to the Budget items and 
the pages of the Budgets containing these items? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 
Henry Wheeler)! (a) A sum of Bs. 1,13,159-10 has been expended. 

{b) Yea. 

(с) The cause of action in such cases arises wherever the defamatory 
matter is published. 

(d) The suit was filed in the Original side of the High Court. 

(e) This does not arise. 

if) Twelve witnesses for the plaintiff were examined in the High 
Court, and one witness, in full, and another witness, partly, were 
examined on his behalf on commission in the mufassal. 

The application of the defence to have some of their witnesses exa¬ 
mined on commission in the mufassal was granted by the Court, and 
counsel for the plaintiff cross-examined these witnesses, 29 in number. 

(^) The total amount'of fees paid to the plaintiff’s counsel is 
Rs. 1,02,306? 

» (j^) The total cost of the commission was Rs. 95,148, out of which 
lU. 88,740-represent the fees of the plaintiff’s counsel. 

(t) Three. The Advocate-General, the Standng Counsel and a 
counsel to take notes. 
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(j) Ouly one counsel was employed for the plaintiff for the purposes 
of the commission and he was jmid sixty gold mohars as a daily fee. 

(fi-) No. 

(f) and (wi) These do not arise. 

(n) The charge for the last financial year was met from the budget 
estimate of Law and Justice under the head “ Legal Remembrancer and 
ITigli Court Pleaders—^Pees to pleaders in criminal cases. ” The 
charge dui'ing the current year has been met from the Tjegal Remem¬ 
brancer’s budget under the heads “ Charges for conducting law suits ” 
and “ Fees to plead(‘rs, ” as shown at page 60 of the Civil Budget Esti¬ 
mate for W2U42. 


Increase in the pay and prospects of men in the Educational Service. 

209. Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state— 

(i) the date from which the pay and prospects of the educational 
«)fiicers of lic'ngal, below the rank of the Provincial Service, 
will be increased to the new rate contemplated; 

. (it) the amount that will be required for giving the increased rate 
of pay to the said officers; 

{Hi) whether the above amount will be covered by the allotTuent 
made for the inirpose in the Budget for the year 1921-22; 

(iv) if not, why the full amount necessary was not provided for in 
the current year’s Budget; 

('?;) whether these officers will have to wait for another year for 
increment till due provision is made in the Budget for the 
year 1922-23; and 

( vi) if so, whether the Government are considering the desirability 
of diverting expenditure on some other head and of utilising 
such money for giving effect to the proposal for increment 
of the pay and prospects of the said officers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P, C. MITTER: (i), (it), (v) and (vi) The matter 
is still under consideration, but the Government hope soon to be in a 
position to make a statement. 

(Hi) and (iv) The allotment in the Budget for the current financial 
year is Rs. lakhs only; and this provision is not sufficient. In 
October, 1920, when the Education Department Budget was under the 
consideration of the General Department, the officiating Director of 
Public Instruction suggested making a provision of Rs. 3 lakhs; this 
was subsequently raised by the General Department to Rs. ^ lakts. 
The Uommittee’s report was not submitted to Government ufiiil Febru¬ 
ary J921. 
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Deputy Collectors as Settlement Officers. 

210. Babu RI8HINDRA MATH 8ARKAR: (a) Will tko noii’blc 
the Member in charge of the Department of llevenne be pleaesil to state 
when the Deputy Collector now working as Settlement Officer at Jessoro 
was appointed— 

(i) as Deputy Collector; and 

(it) as Settlement Officer of Jessore ? 

(6) Has Jthis experiment of appointing a Deputy Collector as Settle¬ 
ment Officer in a district operation proved a sxiccess ? 

(c) Is it the intention of Government to consider the claims of Deputy 
Collectors, when Settlement Officers for the three new districts to be 
taken up next year are being selected ? 

(tl) What will be the number of Settlement Officers in the financial 
year 1922-23? 

(e) What are the names of Deputy Collet lors of at least 12 yc'urs’ 
standing who have worked for not le.ss than 8 years after their appoint¬ 
ment as Deputy Collectors in some recent district settlement opc'rations'V 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the year or 
yeais in which each of such Deputy Collectors was especially mcntioiUMl 
for good work in the annual administration reports of the Departnnuit? 

(ff) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to furnish extracts of 
references, if any, to the work of these officers in the final rc])orts of 
the districts in which they worked and in the annual reports submitted 
by Settlement Officers to the Director of Land llecoi ds ? 

The Hofi’bie the MAHARAJADHIRAdA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) The Settlement Officer, Jessore, is not a Dciinly 
Collector. Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul Momin was substantively 
appointed Magistrate and Collector on October 1st, 1918, and became* 
Settlement Officer, Jessore. 

(b) The settlement operations in the Jessore district have been con¬ 
ducted satisfactorily. 

(c) The question of the appointment of Settlement Officers for next 
year has not yet been considered. 

(d) Probably seven. 

(e) (1) Eai Gyanendra Nath Roy Bahadur, M-.'V., ii.n, 

(2> Mr. A, J. W. Harris. 

(3) Rai Sahib Bijay Bihary Mukharji, b.a. 

(4) Khan Sahib A. K. Kabiruddin Ahmad. 

(5) Babu Jiban Cbandra Chatarji, m.a.,. b.j.. 

(6) Babu Phanibhusan Mitra, b.a. 
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(/) The Deputy Collectors were specially mentioned for good work 
in the annual administration reports of the Department in' the years 
noted against their names 


Namb ov OrriCKB. 

Beporti ot Director of 
Land Becordi. Uetigal. 

Beporieof Director of 
Land Rerenue, Bastern 
Bengal and Anam. 

Report* o( Director 

Land Becorde. Bihar 
and Orlaaa. 

1. RaiGyatteiiilra Nath Roy 
Bahadur, M.A., b.l. 

1901-02 

1904-06 

1911- 12 

1912- 13 

1913- 14 

191415 

1906-07 

• 

2 . Mr. A. J. W, HarrU ... 

1911-12 

1906-07 



1912-13 




1913-14 




1914-15 

- 


3. Rai Sahib Bijay Biliary 
Mukliarji, b.a. 

1910-11 

1912- 13 

1913- 14 

1914- 16 

1915- 16 

1916- 17 

1917- 18 

1918- 19 


1911-12 

4. Khan Sahib A. K. Kabir' 
uddin Ahmad. 

1911- 12 

1912- 13 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 

1915- 16 

1916- 17 

1917- 18 



5 . Babu Jiban Chandra 
Chatarji, M.A., B.L. 

1914-15 


1911-12 

A. Babii Phauibhiiaan Mitra, 

B.A. 

1916-17 
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{g) Copies of-tlie final settlement reports will be placed in the Council 
library. 

The annual reports of Settlement Ofiicers are not submitted to Govern¬ 
ment. 


Subdivisional Officer of Kandi. 

211. Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: (a) ^ill the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state the aver¬ 
age travelling allowance drawn by the Subdivisional Officer of Kandi? 

(6) For how many days in the year did he stop in villages within 
his jurisdiction? 

(c) For how many days in the year did he leave and return to head¬ 
quarters ? 

(<i) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the Subdivisional Officer of 
Kandi attends his ijlas late in the day and carries on business up till 9, 
or at times to 11, in the night ? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the litigants have been 
put to great inconvenience by the late sitting of the court? 

(/) Is it a fact that^at times parties to cases have had to file petitions 
without court fees as none were available late in the night? 

(^) Is it a fact that cases are transferred by the Subdivisional 
Officer late in the day, and the subordinate courts had to adjourn cases 
for want of time to the inconvenience of the parties? 


The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Es. 178-7 per month. 

(6) In 1919 (from 13th February, 1919 when he joined) 50 days. 


In 1920 

In 1921 (up to .Tune) 
(c) In 1919 
In 1920 
In 1921 


... 41 days 
... 19 days. 
... 66 days. 

... Ill days. 
... 61 days. 


(d) and (c) The Subdivisional Officer is punctual , in his attendance in 
office. In 1919, pressure of work necessitated his working late. This 
was done with the consent and for the convenience of parties, and no 
complaints have come to the notice of Government. 

(/) This happened in a few instances owing to the departure of the 
stamp vendors before 5 p.u. On his attention being drawn to it, the 
Subdivisional Officer arranged for the attendance of the vendors in turn 
to obviate the difficulty. 

(g) No. 
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Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Will the Governmont be pleased to state 
whether the answer to (d) amounts to a denial of the allegation made. 

The Hon’bie Sir HENRY WHEELER: The answer means w'hat it 
says and admits the allegation to the extent expressed. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: With regard to the answer to (/) will the 
Government be pleased to state if it means a denial of the allegation ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: T cannot go beyond what I 
have already said. The answer is there and it speaks for itself. 


Meetings and recommendations of the Standing Committees. 

212. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADOY: Will the Hon ble the Mem¬ 
ber in charge of the Ap[>ointment Depaitment be pleased to state— 

(i) liow many meetings have been convened by the standing com¬ 
mittees of this Council up to the 3lst May last; 

(/<) what recommendations have been submitted by the said com¬ 
mittees to the Government of Hengal and the Government of 
India, respectively; and 

(Hi) what action the Government have l)een pleased to take on the 
said recommendations? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (ii) The number of 
meetings of standing committees up to 3lst May last is as shown o]>posite 


their names:— 

Police ... ... ... 2 

Judicial and Jails ... ... ... 1 

Tjocal Self-Government ... ... 3 

Medical and Public Health ... ... 3 

Education ^ ... ... ... 1 

^ Excise ... ... ...I 

Land Eevenue ... ... ... 1 


Standing committees attached to other departments did not meet. 
(ii) and (Hi) The functions and rules of procedure of standing com¬ 
mittees are solely within the discretion of ftis Excellency the Governor, 
who has decided that tlieir proceedings shall he confidential. Govern¬ 
ment are therefore unable to give the information asked for. 
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Resolution 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public 

interest). 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 

Dr. HA88AH 8UHRAWARDYi This Ooimcil recommends to the 
Government that steps be taken immediately to appoint a Committee 
to consider the rules and regulations for the prevention of cruelty to 
animals in Calcutta.” 

It is well known that in spite of many officers of the Society for 
the I'reve Jon of Cruelty to Animals in Calcutta and Tlowrah, and 
in spite of many gorahshini sahhas and other humanitarian societies, 
c”*ielty to ntiimals in and around Calcutta in bi’oad daylight is very 
V?imon. To reclaim the hard-hearted professional carters seems, to my 
lo.ud, an uphd] task which may be considered as an impossibility, 
t'lnsefore, relief seems to me to lie in legislation only. We can jiass 
sli'n^jeu' Jv'gulations to mitigate the sufferings of ttie dumb animals in 
Ca.l< uttc Tiiere is a growing and a crying need for legislation and 
the idea has been put forward from time to time. The sight of over¬ 
loaded carts slowly dragged by underfed bullocks and buffaloes jars our 
finer sentiments every day, indeed several times every day, as we i>iis.s 
by the rvarehou as in the Strand Road or acros.s the Howrah IJridge. 
It seems curious that ii a country like India, whei’e cows are regarded 
as a deity, where compassion towards dumb animals is a part of the reli¬ 
gious duty o.! many, where disputes over the slaughter of cows are settled 
by the sacrifice of human lives, yet, in this same country, the 
bullocks shouhl be subjected to the slow torture of being killed 
by inches, by being underfed and overworked and allowed to steadily 
succumb under the bad treatment of the merciles.'j carters. Go^heren- 
kora, which literary means to beat like a bullock, is a phrase in Bengali, 
which has become synonymous with to belabour and to beat one 
mercilessly.” What a hard lot the bullocks and oxen have in Calcutta 
and all over the country! The lot of the buffaloes is even worse-, for 
they have not got even that religious protection which might have been 
accorded to the bullocks. Their nostrils are pierced and a thick string 
passed through it like a seton. They are made to draw the olumsiesf, 
the biggest and the heaviest springless carts. The quick percussion of 
lathi blows and the abuse of whips and the twisting of the tails are 
in its worse form practised on these poor amphibious animals with 
relentless cruelty, even during the hottest part of the day. We find that 
during the middle of the day, when the steamy heat of Calciitta has 
rendered the asphalt and tarmacadamised roads soft and pulpy, the poor 
draught animals afe made to drag their overloaded carts tirged on by 
the cruel whippings and lathi blows and kicks of the carters on the most 
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sensitive parts, and pulling of their tails. The already fully-loaded carts 
sink into the road, whch incidentally is cut and damaged badly, and 
the resistence offered by the increased friction on their ponderous wheels 
makes traction almost impossible. The carters are, howe^’er, relent¬ 
less and heartless and, irritated by the heat and discomfort of their posi¬ 
tion, they break their wrath by laying about indiscriminately over 
every part of the poor dumb animal at their mercy. 

Many of us must have seen the animals actually drop down dazed 
under their yoke. The unfortunate amphibious buffaloes die by the 
dozen during every summer season under this callous treatment; and the 
sight of their carcasses on the Howrah bridge and the Strand and other 
roads, is by no means a rare or uncommon sight about the middle of 
the day during the hot months. 

The introduction of electric power has saved the spleen and the skin 
of many punJtha coolies^ but the introduction of motor lorries and 
motor transports has not yet mitigated the srifferings of the poor dumb 
animals of India. Gan we not legislate against working draught animals 
during the middle of the day? To prevent cruelties to animals a 
law was passed in Bengal, the Bengal Act of 1920, and one apprehends 
that this Act which has not so far been put into practice might, like 
many other Acts, be shelved indefinitely. Section 29 relates to mles and 
regulations which might be framed from time to time by the local 
Government and I hope that Government will take early steps to intro* 
duce rules and regulations to mitigate the sufferings of the dumb 
draught animals of Calcutta and Bengal a#"soon as possible and take the 
opinion of an Advisory Committee as to details. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved the following amendment: 
“ That after the word * Calcutta ’ at the end, the words ‘ and in the 
mufassaP be added.*' 

He supported his motion in Bengali. 

Rai Dr* HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadurs I am glad to find that 
Dr. Suhrawardy has brought this important question of the prevention 
of cruelty to animals in Calcutta before the Council. I do not know 
what the effect of the appointment of this committee will be, but, what¬ 
ever result might accrue from this resolution, I am one of those who 
believe that one of the important points at the present moment is to 
find out whether any improvement is possible in the ways and methods 
of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals in Calcutta. 

I believe every one of my friends will agree with me that the work 
entrusted to this Society is very important. At the same time we 
all know that it is a notorious fact that instances of inhuman cruelty to 
animals are not rare and such cruelties are rampant all over the city. 
The Society has a pretty large number of inspectors. I am quite alive 
to the faoit that the number of inspectors is not as large as may bo neces¬ 
sary to cope with the number of cases arising all over the city. But 
We are entitled to know whether the inspectors, howsoever limited the ■ 
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number may be, are doing any useful work and what amount of work 
they are doing. It is known to many of us that inhuman acts of cruelty 
in the shape of pukka are still practised by the gowalas. During the 
last debate in this connection in the Corporation of Calcutta, we were 
surprised to hear that during the last three years not a single prosecution 
for phuka was instituted. I do not deny that it is extremely difficult to 
detect, a crime like that, but, however difficult it may be, we are enti¬ 
tled to know what action has been taken in this respect. Then, Sir, 
cruelty is often practised on bulls and buffaloes. This is a horrible 
sight in the city. No doubt during the last few years improvement has 
been effected, but I leave it to the members of the Council to decide 
whether that has been satisfactory. About 4 or 5 years ago we decided 
the maximum load for carts. From 20 maunds it was reduced to 16 
maunds. The other day I had occasion to get some bricks for my garden 
house at Dum l)um Junction. They had to be carried from the river¬ 
side—a distance of about 1| miles. The rule is for each cart to carry 
150 bricks and the cart hire is fixed accordingly. One evening I went 
on inspection to my garden and I was surprised that every cart was load¬ 
ed with 250 bricks. Naturally I inquired how that was possible and I 
was told that the carters were given four annas extra. A part of this 
extra, no doubt, went to those whose duty it was to prevent overloading. 
The result was that I had to pay more cart hire for my bricks and the 
bullocks had to cany more load. I believe the time has come when these 
things should be put a stop to. 

Then there is the question about lame and unfit horses. What is 
our experience ? Perhaps most of my friends here do not go out at dead 
of night. As a medical practitioner I have to do this sometimes. A 
large number of lame and unfit horses are yoked to carriages at night. 
Is there any arrangement to see to this ? Perhaps I shall be told that 
the Society are undermanned; but undermanned or not, I do not think 
that the city of Calcutta or a civilized Government like that of the 
Government* of Bengal will justify such inhuman treatment of dumb 
animals. 

I may be permitted to refer to one of the important needs in connec¬ 
tion with this. The want of adequate veterinary hospitals is keenly 
felt by us. The one at Belgachia cannot meet the needs of all parts of 
the province, and, I hope. Sir, if a committee is appointed, it will consi¬ 
der the necessity of establishing other hospitals. Before I sit down, I 
ask the indulgence of the House to point out to the mover of the resolu¬ 
tion that it would be better if he extends the scope of his resolution by 
adding the •words “ other matters connected with" to it. I do not 
know if he agrees, but if he does, then I would suggest that the resolu¬ 
tion should run thus—" This Council recommends to the Government 
that steps be taken immediately to appoint a Committee to consider the 
rules and regulations and other matters connected with the prevention 
of cruelty to animals in Calcutta. " 
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CHIEF SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT (Mr. li. Donald): The 

intention of the motion moved by Dr. Suhrawardy amounts to a recom¬ 
mendation that we should bring into force the Bengal Cruelty to Ani¬ 
mals Act, 1920, which was passed in the beginning of 1920. The present 
position is this. Section 13 of the Act provides for the establishment 
of weigh-bridges, section 14 for that of infirmaries, and section 15 for 
the appointment of veterinary inspectors and weigh-bridge officers. 
TTnless, thevefoi'e, we have an adequate staff of inspectors and weigh¬ 
bridge officers, caunot get vciy far nor introduce the Act. As regards 
infirmaries, there is at the i>resent moment a veterinary hospital at Bel- 
gachia. There is also a certain number of weigh-bridges which are kept 
up by the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. They are five 
in number, but we want a few more, say three, to carry on the work 
properly. We must also have inspectors, and that means that we have 
got to get money to pay them. Our present difficulty is with regard to 
money. We have already a scheme prei)ared by the Veterinary Depart¬ 
ment which includes the nppoinlmeiit of inspectors and the establish¬ 
ment of additional weigh-bridges. The question is how are we to 
find money for thi.s establishment. After what we have heard from 
Dr. Haridhan Dutt, I might suggest that the Calcutta Corporation 
.should take the matter into consideration and give some assistance. 
When we see some pro.spect of funds to provide for the appoiiitmeut of 
inspectors and the establishment of additional weigh-bridges, we can get 
a move on and bring the Act into force. It is our liitention to place the 
scheme that has been prepared before the Standing Committee and if 
the scheme is approved and money found, we shall then appoint a com¬ 
mittee for the pui'pose of framing rules and regulations under section 
29 of the Act. That is the position at present. We have a scheme ready 
waiting for approval and the provision of funds. When approval is 
given and funds are in sight we shall get on to the next stage, and 
appoint a committee to draft rules. 

The amendment moved by Shah Syed Emdadul Haq was then put 
and carried, 

Df. HAS8AN 8UHRAWARDY: Practically my suggestion has 
been accepted by Government. I have nothing further to say. The 
scheme will be placed before the Standing Committee, and, if funds 
permit, it \yill be put into operation. In view of this assurance, I beg 
to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then by leave of the Council withdrawn. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bhhadur: May I inquire if my amend¬ 
ment has been accepted by the Council P 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Nawab 8ir Syed 8haiii8»iiliHiJda): 

Your amendment cannot be allowed at this stage without notice. 
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The PRE8IOEHT: Gentlemen, the resolntiona Nos. 42 to 49 deal 
with the same subject, and I propose to have them moved one after the 
other and then to have one discussion. 


Chandpur inquiry. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: ''This Council recom¬ 
mends to the Government to appoint a committee, consistiiiff «)f two 
ofEcial members and five elected meml)ers of the Council, to inquire 
into the incidents connected with the eviction of the tea ^rardeii cooties 
at Chandpur on the 20th of May last and to submit a report of the 
imiuiry to the Government of Bengal, as soon a< possible, for such 
action as the Government may be pleased to take on the said report.” 

I quite appreciate that anybody who moves for an inquiry into this 
matter takes upon himself the onus of making out a strong prinui facie 
case as to why this jjarticular procedure should be adopted with regard 
to this matter and what benefit is likely to be derived from it. 

Without wasting any lime in unnecessary preliminaries, 1 beg to 
draw the attention of the hon’ble House to the two most iiap<n-luut 
as]>ects of the question, one of which is that the wliole matter is 
admittedly one of very great public interest, and the other, that tJie 
fundamental facts regarding the affair (of which the most regrettable 
incident of the night of the 20th May is tlie central point) luivo not 
been definitely and proiierly ascertained. 

The two versions which we have now before ns consist of— 

(1) The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler’s report which has l»eeu pub¬ 
lished by Government; and 

(2) The statements of Babu Akhil Chandra Hutta, Mr. Andrews, the 
Most Eeverend the Bishop of Assam, and other leading and lesiiect- 
able members of the public which have from lime to time appeared in 
the daily papers. 

It will be conceded by everybody that, in order to arrive at the truth 
involved in this matter, what should he first done is to ascertain the 
facts without any bias and, as far as possible, from sources which are 
both direct and reliable. 

It will be then necessary to draw proper inferences from those facts 
without fear or favour and keeping in view the safest principle that, in 
a matter like this, bias towards one view because it is the popular view 
or prejudice against the other because it is the official view or vice versd 
will have to be equally and scrupulously avoided. It is not for me to 
say which version is more acceptable as I am claiming an inquiry now. 
1 want that to be ascertained and not merely asserted. Sir, it may he 
said that after the report of the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler where is 
the room or necessity for a further inquiry? To that my reply ia that 
it is deeply to be regretted that the report of the Hon’ble Sir Henry 
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Wheeler has failed to command that amount of public confidence in 
it as could be legitimately expected. So far as could be gathered from 
soiu'ces, including some of the leading daily Indian as well as Anglo- 
Indian newspai)ers, faults have been found with that report not only in 
its findings of fact but also , its conclusions thereon. It is difficult to 
say now whether that is justifiable in our present state of the know¬ 
ledge of the affair. 

The value of such a report so well and ably written from a literary 
and forensic point of view has also been considerably reduced by some 
most unfortunate observations regarding the motives of those who 
happen to hold views which do not coincide with those of the Hon’ble 
Member. His observation that ** the whole incident has been the sub¬ 
ject of malicious exaggeration ” has been contended by his oiiponents 
to be the best evidence of a practical admission on his part that he knew 
that his case was bad and his arguments were weak and so he had to 
resort to the use of harsh and undignified language and to the imputa¬ 
tion of unfair motives to his opponents—^weapons unworthy of a fair 
opponent particularly when he holds a high position. This is also so 
much unlike tlie writer of the report as his worst enemies will have to 
admit. 

Sir, if there are exaggerations, they may be there on both sides. 
If there are indications of partisanship in the statements of facts, they 
may be there on both sides again. If the conclusions have been allowed 
to be fogged consciously or unconsciously, then the liability to that 
weakness which is the source of that misfortune cannot be the inherent 
disability either of the Government or of the opposite iwrty. If care¬ 
less overstatements of facts have been indulged in by some members 
of one party, the opposite party has also not behaved in such a way that 
it can claim immunity from the charge of manifesting a strong desire 
to minimise the incidents and whitewash the situation. 

Then, again, Sir, at the very commencement of the Government 
report it is claimed ** many serious misrepresentations have been 
made **—that is, by the people. We have it again, in the answers to 
Dr. Moitra’s question by the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, distinctly 
stated that the version of Babu Akhil Chandra Butt is inaccurate and 
in some instances distorted, and in others just the opposite of truth. 
On the admitted facts of the situation, therefore, there is no doubt that 
there is ample and legitimate room for a strict and impartial inquiry. 
In this inquiry which I propose to be held by a joint committee of 
officials and ele<;ted members of this Council there should be, on, the 
one hand, a strong desire to exclude from consideration all that is* 
exaggerated and sentimental as also, on the other, an equally strong 
anxiety not to,accept any suggestion or circumstance which is alleged 
with the intention of minimising the incidents or rehabilitating the 
situation. 
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The points that require careful and impartial investigation are for¬ 
tunately all broad points of facta—^for it is in them that the real con¬ 
flict lies in the two versions before us. The most noticeable amongst 
them and on the correct ascertainment of which the success of the 
inquiry dei>end8 may be stated to be the following, though I have no 
desire to be exhaustive even if I had the necessary power and the ability 
to be so. 

The first point that occurs to my mind is to ascertain whether there 
was any necessity to commandeer the Gurkha soldiers of the Eastern 
Bengal Rifles for the purpose of evicting the coolies. 

1 think on this point there ought to be a full statement from Mr. I)e 
who sent for them in preference to the District Reserve Police on an 
appreciation (according to his own lights) of the difficulties of the situa¬ 
tion. Mr. De is a responsible official of experience, he is also an Indian 
and has undoubtedly got the same desire as I have, if not a stronger 
one, to help our own wretched countrymen in their distress. 

If that be so then the committee should have his full and direct 
statement about it. It will be for Mr. De to satisfy the committee by 
placing facts and circumstances to justify his donduct. These, how¬ 
ever, must be facts and not mere opinions or ipse dixits. Then, again, 
it is admitted by his opponents that Mr. De was anxious to help the 
coolies home and his attitude at the beginning was friendly to them. 
Therefore, there must be very strong reasons based on facts which led 
Mr. De to commandeer Gurkha soldiers to evict them by use of force. 
We must in justice to him also have those reasons from him directly and 
that also free frpm editorial notes and observations. 1 asked the Gov¬ 
ernment a question about any such statement of Mr. De being in the 
possession of the Government, but my question has been disallowed 
along with the rest of my questions on this subject on account of their 
length. This is no doubt very unfortunate. 

The second important fact, to my mind, is to ascertain whether the 
interests of sanitation would have suffered if the coolies were evicted 
the next morning instead of at midnight. In this connection there is 
again a conflict of versionsr One side says that the coolies were sleep¬ 
ing at the time, while the other side asserts that thoy were not so. The 
real fact must definitely be ascertained and not left to anybody's opinion 
or conjecture. 

The third important fact that requires correct ascertainment from 
direct and circumstantial evidence is whether bayonets were used. The 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler asserts that any allegation to that effect is 
** wholly without foundation.’' This is indeed a very strong and 
sweeping observation. There is no doubt that the deliberate state¬ 
ment of a high Government official like Sir Henry Wheeler is entitled 
to the gpreatest respect. But in this case he was no witness to the 
occurrence and those who might have assured him to that effect are very 
likely to be persons who were morrily, if not physically, responsible 
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for tbe woumls howsoever caused. Then again this is a point which 
has got to be decided by the light of medical opinion. The evidence 
of the doctors and their notes made at the time have to be examined. 
The report sj^eahs of sixteen cases of injured persons seen by the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler. In that list, No. 1 and No. 15 will appear to 
be wounds which'could have been caused by bayonets in all probability— 

1. A woman with a small wound in the right elbow aboiit an inch 
deep. The joint was not injured. It was alleged that this 
was a bayonet wound. 

15 A girl of about 8 years with a largish scab under the right 
eye. The eye wa.s not hurt. It was said that this was a 
punctured wound with a bayonet: if so, it wa.s miraculous 
that more injury was not done. 

Anybody wdio has dealt with medical jurisprudence in his life on the 
fluestion of wounds would at once see that these two wounds out 
of Sir Henry Wheeler’s sixteen cases do not supi>ort the very .sweeping 
a.ssertion of Sir Henry Wlieeler that the story of the use of the bayojiets 
is wholly without foundation. 

In connection with this very important matter the evidence of the 
doctors, viz., Hi-. Jogesh Chandra Sur, Dr. Guru Nath Bose and 
Dr. Narendra Kumar Brahmachari, which appeared in the Aiurifa 
Dazar Patrika of the 9th June last, may also be of great use for the 
purpose of investigation as it is they who rendered earliest medical 
treatment to tlie sufferers. On all the.se materials and others available, 
a di.stinct or clear finding on this point is absolutely necessary and sijch 
a thing is nothing difficult to be had. 

The fourth important point is the question of the. putting out of the 
lights. It is claimed by one party that the lights were deliberately 
put out by the other. This may be an exaggeration and I earnestly 
hope, in the name of humanity, that it is so. The"report says that the 
.Hon'bio Mr. Sinha and Mr. Shallow were sent out to guard the Power 
House. Then the report stops rather abruptly and does not say who 
put out the lights. Inquiry has therefore to be made whether it is 
the coolies or the townspeople or the officers who put out the lights. 
Sir Henry Wheeler’s xudden refusal to state further facts or to come 
to a finding about the putting out of the lights (and they were all 
electric lights that were suddenly put out and not oil lamps or gas 
lumps individually put out or broken down) is to my mind very dis¬ 
appointing and has well and truly laid the foundations for a requi.sition 
for making a searching inquiry into this matter. The adage says that 
** you can’t sweep away a mist;” much less, do I say, can you sweep 
away darkness and the cause of it. Here is, therefore, an importaiit 
point on which investigation ought to be made, for, after all, it is this 
unholy darkness that was the cause of a lot of additional %**^*‘y arid 
suffering to the coolie^ find tha.t also affqrded .addition^, facilities lor' 
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IiclI-mell and severe assaults wliieh were admittedly so severe that 
Captain Shepheid (rominaudiupr the soldiers) had himseli to order his 
men to desist from further Iwating and that, at least in one instance, 
the severity of the assaxilt succeeded in evoking the active sympathy of 
Mr. De himself, who in the name of humanity had to jmt a stop to it. 

In order to avoid being tedious, T give one more \ery imi)ortant 
specific point on which investigation ought to be directed and it is this 
—teas the conduct of the Government oificials actuatl;; netitral as it has 
been claimed in the report? In this connection again facts have to he 
inquired into, for mere assertion is of no use however high the author¬ 
ity may be from which it comes. It has been put on record in a diary 
of events published in the papers by some European gentlemen 
(Mr. Rope and others), who cannot possibly be charged with malice 
against the Government or with sympathy overflowing for the cooli<‘s, 
that tlie coolies were being sent away ait the beginning by steanuns 
from Chandpur and tlmt on the 15th of May so many ns 1,000 coolies 
were sent away by a steamer chartered by the -Subdivisional Officer wilh 
the aid of private funds; that it was also arranj^ed that oOO woiil<l he 
sent down every day and it was so done on the Ifith and 17th. It was 
on the 16th or 17th, liowever, that one Mr. Maepherson of the T<*a 
Association gave out that “ the steamer company had been jequesled 
to stop giving special facilities to coolies with a view to stop the t-xodns.” 
It is suggested that the order or request came from the Government to 
the steamer companies. 

About this there is nothing said in the reimrl. There is a veiy 
imi>ortant point to decide, viz., the question of the neutrality claimed. 
8o there ought to be an inipiiry into the allegation. The connected 
incident of Mr. Maepherson being allowed to interfere with the coolies 
and their return home, requires a very careful inquiry also. In con¬ 
nection w'ith this question, it has to be considered also, the absence of a 
generous rearguard action on the part of the Government, even after the 
lamentable incident of the 20th May, for such a comse of conduct on 
the part of the Government could have also to a considerable extent 
relieved the situation of its heart-rending effects, it has also to he seen 
if any attempt on the part of the Government to repatriate the destitute 
and helpless coolies, even after this jutiful incident, would have been an 
economical sin as has been claimed by Government. Assuming that it 
was an economical sin to help these wretched coolies in getting back 
to their hqpies, it still has to be ascertained whether a multitude of such 
economical sins would not have heen covered or washed away by one act 
of generous repatriation on the part of the Government. For aught 
we know, the Government might have had good i*easona for the atti¬ 
tude they took; hut in fairness to themselves and in fairness to the 
public those reasons .should he made known to the public so that the 
various speculations th^t had been made and are still being made about 
the motives of the Gbvernmenj; may once for all be- set at rest. 
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Other important points of facts that require to he correctly ascer¬ 
tained (to give a list of them which is only illustrative and not exhaus¬ 
tive) are— 

(1) The total number of persons (males, females and children) 

^ who were injured—this particularly in view of Sir Henry 

Wheeler’s observation ** that statements indicate a general 
scuffle rather than particular assaults.” 

(2) The general nature of their injuries (slight or severe—reject¬ 

ing Sir Henry Wheeler’s rather extraordinary test that no 
injury is severe unless there is a bone broken or it is a 
bayonet wound). 

(3) Wh.st overt and forceful opposition these coolies did offer 

before Gurkha sepoys were ordered to fall upon them, etc. 

(4) How is it no Hon’ble Member could come down to Chand- 

pur before nine days had passed away}^ 

On these and other imxx)rtant points there must be clear and distinct 
findings of facts on a careful and impartial inquiry. Witnesses will 
have to be examined, irrespective of their leanings on either side, and 
the truth sifted out from their evidence which may, in some instances, 
be either irresponsible exaggerations on the one hand, or deliberate con¬ 
cealment of facts on the other. 

In conclusion, I think that regard being had to the deep and grave 
disquiet that had been felt by many many minds in this country over 
this most regrettable incident, and also in view of the undeniable fact 
that the report of Sir Henry Wheeler instead of healintj the wound caused, 
on the public mind has actually inflamed it, there ought to be held a 
public inquiry by this Council through a responsible committee to pro¬ 
duce those ameliorative results which, an impartial investigation made 
for honestly dealing out praise and blame can alone produce. 

Sir, in order not to allow sympathy of right-minded men to be alien¬ 
ated from the Government, it is urgently necessary that such an 
inquiry should be made at once. Owing to an incident of this descrip¬ 
tion and particularly owing to the pertinacity with which the misery 
which arose out of the situation was, in the result, actually prolonged 
by Government orders, all hopes of a new and responsible era due to 
the Reforms, are fast fading away from the minds of even those who are 
vigorpusly optimistic. 1 confess this with the deepest regret. 

I, therefore, think that if the anxiety of the Government for the 
co-operation and good-will of the people is not a mere camouffage, as 
I do sincerely believe that it is not, then the Government ought to be 
the party, most anxious to support a resolution of this character. If 
the securing of puhlio confidehce and not the upholding of 
prestige is tiie real objective of the Government then I, cannot lor one 
moment conceive how they can do anything but support my deinaiid 



osATO . m 

open and iUuminaiing. Crime perpoii^i^ 1»y 
are xei^ the maintenance ol law^ order and right 

etends in a different category altogether. Its effect is {ar>i«aebmg end 
Ver^ penetxaiihg. It is an offence not only against man bnt against 
Oo4 Himself before whom the mightiest monarch or Government on * 
eaSfih mnsi quail. The shrieks and wailings of the i>oor, wretched ^ond 
unfortunate coolies may hot be potent enough to reach the heart of 
the Government but they certainly have special facilities given to them 
to.readh'the throne of the Almighty and All-Powerful. 

' ?ILfet there be, therefore, an inquiry—a just, open and impartial 
inquiry to find out if there has been any such crime committed. If it is 
found on such inquiry that no such wrong was committed by any officer . 
of ^the Government, high or low, connected with this heart-rending mci- 
deht then let the country be thoroughly assured of it by distinct and 
correct statement of facts, and let all misconceptions be most scrupu¬ 
lously sought to be removed from the public mind without the least 
desire to echo the wrong or distorted and baseless or malicious views 
of any section of the community however strong and numerous it may 
be. If, on the contrary, facts do clearly indicate that such a wrong has 
been committed—^then let that be openly atoned for by a frank admis¬ 
sion of the actual facts and let steps be taken for oorreclion of those 
who have committed that crime with a view to make its recurrence 
through them and others impossible. 

It is in this way, and in this way alone, that a lasting disgrace (if 
any) upon the Government may be successfully prevented. I am sure 
an honest Government would have no hesitation to accept it. 

Let ns by making this just, oi>en and imi»rtial inquiry uphold the 
majesty of justice and there is no doubt that, as soon as that is done, 
all sympathy alienated and all confidence lost will come back to the 
Government in an inconceivably larger volume; and such a course of 
conduct will at bnce be a source of legitimate pride and enormous 
strength to the Government—ensuring a state of things which alone 
can and ought to be its goal. 

I therefore move this resolution and I need hardly say that I ^gi- 
timately expect every son of our motherland to support the resolution. 

I also fervently hope that any hon’hle member of this‘House who has 
kept an open mind and has an honest desire to know the real truth— 
to wl^itever nationality he may belong—wilt not hesitate for a moment 
in .the name of justice to support this motion. 

' TAIICT' ROYil ** This Council reoonun^ds to the 

G^ternin^t that a fully rejoesentativo committee of offioial and non- 
inembers, not ekUeeding nine in number, and at least three of, 
.iilwite Abtdd be members of the local Le^lative Council, be forth- 
1 Gbvei^ent id inqunfe ihtb iUlej^d'op^Mmn 

iai CiAhd|ter in the mqhth ftf Hay Ihst 


■ If' 



V police, tlie car^smipetaiicM wider 'irliiclir/tl^e eemices 

liaid military police were reqimitioned, end Ihe eattsee whicb 1 <kI 
Ifrave Mtofttion in the Ckittagoag tHriaion/* . ' ' v"' 

1 may at once tell this House that I have proceeded^to press thiSs 
'reiiolutioii not with the object of raking up old sores or for reswicitafi* 
ing the embers of a dying controversy. I have a mr'different object 
in view. It is because I feel, and honestly feel the necessity, the 
urgent necessity of restoring public confidence in the justice of the 
Bengal Government, that I have ventured to press my demand for the 
fullest inquiry, I am one of those who believes in the reforms and t 
can assure this House, if any assurance is at all needed, that no move- 
loent political or otherwise which is calculated to disorganise and 
paralyse trade and communications and lead to endless and needless 
suffering to the puldic can have the support of those Who have the wel* 
fare of the people at heart. I do not make any secret of the fact that 
I have no faith in hypocrisy in public life. I believe in the efficacy of 
truth and justice as constituting the strongest bulwark of British Buie 
in India. While condemning incitement to violence and the dissemi¬ 
nation of calculated falsehood by designing jand unscrupulous busy* 
bo^es for fomenting disturbances and troubles, I quite honestly feel 
that it is equally our duty to unite in a just and reasonable demand for. 
the ascertainment and propagation of truth. The need for adopting 
such a course is never more pressing than on an occasion like this, when 
the public feeling has been stirred to its depth by the alleged outrages 
by military police at Chandpur. While criticism of Government, which 
is the outcome of malice or hatred should be deprecated by all think¬ 
ing men, I venture to hope that Government will welcome well-mqant 
legitimate criticism which aims at the pursuit of truth and the restora- ■ 
tion of public confidence and tranquillity. The greatest genius who has 
shed lustre on the literature of England has said there is no sure founda¬ 
tion for an empii'e set on blood. 

It is no use trying to soothe ourselves into the complucent belief that 
the alleged outrages perpetrated by the military polico at Chandimr haVe 
faded from the memory of the people of Bengal. No r.no can pretend 
to ignore the fact that the people, and the masses in particular, are stfll 
smarting under a sense that a grave and unprovoked outrage has been 
committed upon the innocent and inoffensive coolies in the grip of 
hunger, destitution and disease. There cannot be any mistake ab^t 
the fact that a deei)-rooted feeling has been created in the minds dljlhe 
peoide of many ports of Eastern Bengal that they ire not .safe fram W 
httnoks of military police who may be let loose upon them 
momeut by an overeealons and panie-strioken local Executive, on ’ 
>ilighteet pretext or provocation. Has this fueling df hlisqea^ 
imBen rCaentteeDt been dissipated by the publication «rf 
3^^ Heii’lde Sir, Henty Wheeler It would be the Ittukitet 

to 'assert that the Hon’ble Sir Eemy 



' it il»» impreas of biaaie, has Isilad to ref^utw tliii 

imltlio ip^d ^ ,£Mt4)ni* Bengal and to restore public oonfidcoie^. > I' 
sbp^ bji'flbout tbo last person to impute any motive# to the Hon*l^ 
Whoeler. ' I sboll refuse, to entertain tbe charge of purttal^* 
against him. Iiet us hope that the insinuation that the .Hon’bkt 
lllem^r was prompted by a desire to pervert the truth for shielding the 
looai eiviliim entourage or that he countenanced or encouraged in any 
manner'the employment of the military police in the eviction of the 
coolies is quite unjust and uncharitable. 1 believe I am echoing the 
pujUic feeling when 1 say that the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler’s report 
is n^ot comprehensive and exhaustive. While fully appreciating the 
fact, that he was animated by a genuine desire not to hide but to elicit 
the truth regarding the Ghandpur atrocities, it is our painful duty to 
give expression to the view that the report is lacking in important 
details and it is believed, and rightly I think, that it does not fully 
represent that what actually transpired. I will give some instances. 

It is admitted that there were about 1,500 coolies at Ghandpur when 
the Bengal Government intervened and set its face against the {xilicy 
of repatriating them at Government expense. The initial action of the 
local officials at the instance of Mr. K. G. De in repatriating some coolies 
^rior to the 17th of May has at the same time been ratified and justly 
ratified evidently on the ground oE hupaanity and in th.e interest of 
public health. We ai‘e not told whether in reversing the policy of 
i-epatriation at public expense the local Government at all consulted 
the interests of public health leaving alone the ground of humanity. 

The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler has told us quite frankly in his 
report that a.t a conference of local residents called by Mr. E. C. l)e on 
the 19th May last, it was decided that the coolies should he located on 
the football ground and that arrangements were put in hand to erect 
shelters, summon-medical assistance‘and make sanitaiy arrangements— 
the Indian Tea Association having offered Bs. 2,00(1 for the erection of 
sheds. We have, however, no means of knowing whether any such 
arrangements were at all made or taken in hand before the military 
police were let loose at dead of night with the lights put out upon the 
cooHea in the station yard. Our information is that neither Mr. £. C. 
Be nor his subordinates had done anything at all in these directions. 

We have it frcwi the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler himself that at 
11 r.ic. OB the 19tii of Hay, the Hon’ble Mr. Sinh« made at once for 
the steamer ghftt accompanied by three other European gentlemen, one 
of them being Mr. MacidieTSOn, the representative of the Tea Associa¬ 
tion.' We are not told who the two others were. At any rate it is 
blsar^t^t oventidoas Tea representative kept company with the 
BflQfi’hile 3ir* Sinha forgetting that he was not a member of the Execu- 
tree\$«ivi^^ He hustled by the coolies on the flat. If this was 
himetll to'iblame iot meddling.in a matter in which he ought 
]|b^!4ih!h^ interfere. .In a eommitmqti4, dated 1^ 
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26th of May, the Oovernment of Bengal had openly pledged themedlves’ 
to a policy of neutrality in the dispute betvreen the planters and 

the Hon'ble Mr. Sinha, the local sttb- 
divisional odicer. came to allow Mr. Macpherson, a private peraon' aad 
i>ot an official in any sense of the term, to meddle with the coolies F 
The public impression is that Mr. Macpherson who had arrived ** for 
investigating the vsituation **—I am (|Uoting from the report—shewed 
an excess of zeal in the matter which it was certainly the duty of the 
local officers on the spot to repress and not to foster. 

We have it also from the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler himself, that 
Mr, K. C. He had wired for assistance as soon as he found that the police 
on the spot was insufficient. Why is it that we are not told whether 
any, and if so what, attempts were made by him to summon reinforce- 
nients from his Divisional Police force? 


Everyone knows the provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code in 
Chaptei TX dealing with the iwwers of the Magistrate for dispersing an 
unlawful assembly. It is somewhat curious that none of these coolies who 
had been dispersed at dead of night, under cover of darkness by the em- 
ploym^t of military police, appears to have been arrested or placed on 
trial. We have been told and told seriously, that Mr. He had decided, as 
soon as he heard during the day that reinforcements were being sent, to 
clear the stati^ on their annval. He could not do so during the day for 
want of men. He did so at niglit having realised the urgent necessity for 

whether Mr. K. C. He or any of his lieutenants, who had participated 
in, or been present in. this midnight raid, had, at any time or at aU, 
durmg the whole of the fateful day on the 20th May last, taken any 
steiw to convey to the i>oor coolies the message or the mandate that 
military pohce had been wired for and that thej would on their arrival 

and peacefully witlidrew to the football ground near by. It is a welb 
known fact that action, under section 130 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code, IS taken as a last resort in extreme and emergent cases where 
^ remains defiant after all the resources of the authoriti^ 
to effect a peaceful dispersal have been exhausted. 

Ho explan^ion has been offered regarding the culpable indifference 
®®®‘als to ascertain the nature and extent of the injuries 

rttend sustained as a consaquence of the assault or to 

attend to these injuries at any time after they had been moved out Z 
toe military police during the night of the 20to of May last Tki?» 
dOTetoewt morning and not immediately after the S 

costly has the right to know upon whom does the resnonaihili* ^ 
this gross and culpable dereliction of public duty rosl- ^ ^ 

It is not my purpose to go into the causes of toe strilcMM 

loUotfed the ii.gedjr rf fte 20th Hey. The H<^Ie st ^ 



JiiioseU said that the Aortal ■in'a».de<daiiMil.iuii {isotest 
thiaie^^ts qi the night of the 20th May and that’ the atrikea were 
Kyh^lfathetio. 

' Any carehil student of the report will perhaps not fail to observe 
one remarkable feature in it. The Hon’ble Sir.Heury Wheeler has 
taken particular care in giving prominence more to* the statements made 
to him by witnesses than to his own independent opinions 

1 do not wish to tire the x>atience of the House by referring to such 
other details on which no light has at all been thrown. All that I do 
say at present is this. The report of the Hon’bio Sir Henry Wheeler 
is incomplete and is evidently based upon the uncross-examined testi¬ 
mony of witnesses. In justice alike to the local ofiicials who have been 
made the target of criticism and condemnation and the Govei*nnient, it 
is eminently desirable that the evil which now hangs over the unfor¬ 
tunate Chandpur episode should be lifted. Many unofficial statements, 
specially those made by the Bishop of Assam and Mr. Andrews, have 
seen the light of day. My demand for an inquiry is not belated. 
Kveryone knows bow long after was the inquiry in the I’unjab started. 

I venture to hope that the Government will not resist the demand 
for an inquiry by a representative comj^iittee even at this stage. The 
Government will have everything to gain and npthing to lose by an 
inquiry which, I feel sure, will not be burked. Let the impression go 
forth that the Government is no respecter of persons and that it is firm 
in its determination to mete out even-handed justice to all and to elicit 
the Vhole truth. 

Much will depend upon the personnel of the committee which T have 
left to the Government to determine for obvious reasons. If my lesolii- 
tion is accepted, I am certain the Government will appoint such a com¬ 
mittee which will be thoroughly representative in tbe true sense of the 
term end will inspire public confidence. It will, I think, be better if 
unprejudiced minds, free from the influence of locality or environment, 
are called upon to serve on such a committee. 

- Mira Fa Aa LARMOURl May I, before the mover moves the next 
resolution, ask for an^planation on the question as to what he means 
by to devise means for effectively preventing any such outrage in 
future.’* Does he mean by “ outrage ” the conduct of the non-co- 
operaiing agitators before the coolies left the station? What does he 
meaii by the word ’* outrage ” ? 

FRESiOENtl I cannot listen to you before he moves the 

But L find the motion is not cleai: on this 
resi^ution Ims been admitted in this ^rm. 

m • ’ ‘ , * . . 


Mr. F. As I.ARMOURI 


1 ■.yiia 
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Rai RADHA OHARAN RAL BahlMlufS ** Tbis Couneit x^ebotoaaalkjjbii 
to the Governiaent that a mixed committee, consisting^ of ab^ 

non-officials, with a majority of non-officials, to be nominated by tib 
Council, be appointed at an early date— * 

(i) to inquire into and report on the circumstances leading to, and 
immediately following, the employment of Otirkha soldiers 
upon the coolies at Chandpur; 

(ti) to advise as to how the officers responsible for the said occur¬ 
rence should be dealt with; and 

(m) to devise means for effectively preventing any such outrage in 
future. 


The number of resolutions tabled this afternoon unmistakably show 
that the country has been stirred to its utmost depths by the incidents 
at Chandpur. I need not, in dealing with the subject, enter into the • 
causes of the exodus of coolies from Assam. It might be due tp 
economic causes, or, as alleged, to the machinations of designing 
people. If the latter, 1 have no language to denounce in measured 
terms the conduct of such mischievous and unscrupulous people in 
leading astray ignorant and gullible coolies from the secure anchor¬ 
age of settled life to one of uncertainty and misery, which was a 
blunder worse than crime. If, on the other hand, it was the outcome 
of economic causes it was but the exercise of the individual liberty 

of the labourers against capitalism, to which no fair-minded man can 
object. 


Turning to Chandpur, we find that the influx of coolies there began 
as eaily as 9th May, and with commendable zeal and promptitude 

® «Pot arranged for their repatriation, batch by batch, 
till the 17th when the smooth current of affairs was turned into a 
muddle by the unhappy intervention of the Provincial Government 

fliXr Thr®.^* heights of Olympus-- thus far and no 

further. The concession was stopped, the hands of the local Exe 

cutive were fettered, and sympathy and helpfulness were replaced U 

a heartless neutrality. The consequence was that stranded^ and d^ 

titute cooliw inclosed m number, cholera and other inleotibiL 

diseases broke out, and carried off a large number anJ « 

was menaced. In this connection. I shSud iSe 

debt of gratitude to the services rendered by the departing 4 ^ 

health, borring individual distemper, under the guidance 4 ^ 

1» a, wall a. the spla^Sid W*; 

4^, th, Marwari Samiii aad the relief worCr^ot t 

ft, gbrioa, Uad of Yolanteer. aad 
w. Aasajn-<r;both medical and non-medioa!, . „, - - ^ 

1 Wa aQaded io ft, poliey of heardeaa Beuftriitr i 

fti. poUc, wa. followed h.- 

i.^,-_fto iHiged,. Pi Ouftdpw. ■ 
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ru»]i«d io j^ilwtiy.«tfttioa« to 
tli« |iontMii:< Those who havo seen the crowds on 
ttl^iqi^OtBi^ioi the JSatA Jmtra or othar festive occasions may remohi- 
'h^. the sight of the rush and tumult of innocent multitudes, breaking 
aQ^hamero in their struggle to catch the train or the steamer, as the 
be. It is therefore a natural struggle to which people are 
accustomed. And to put down this struggling mass of humanity, our 
cmintr 3 rmmi,—^I deeply regret to say—^Mr. K. C. De, proud of the 
unifcsrm power and official authority, imported a band of unnily 
Qurhha military, police and let them loose almost , at the dead of night 
on sleeping,, inoffensive, unresisting and unarmed men,, women land 
children, without^any provocation whatsoever. Could not the.ordinary 
police be reinforced to keep the coolies within the proper bounds 
of discipliue and order? Was it not inhuman and indiscreet to turn 
out the coolies at dead of night into an open, shelterless, and water¬ 
logged playground—men, women, and children, screaming and crying 
in helplessnera and despair? 1 am sure that the true Englishman, 
the enemy of slavery, the lover of freedom, and the protector of the 
weak and the oppressed, will be as much exasperated at the exhibi¬ 
tion of this cruelty. The Lord Bishop, who represents the Christian cou- 
spience of the British race, has declared that no necessity existed 
for the employment of extraordinaiy force at Chandpur, and that it 
was a confession of moral and spiritual impotence; and that it betokened 
an attitude of mind, which believes in force as an essential and effi¬ 
cient instrument for the accomplishment of the highest purposes of 
Government. He concluded by saying that the Government failed in 
showing the Christian virtue of compassion. Such is the verdict of a 
true Englishman—^aye, a Minister of the Church. 


As regards the alleged outrages, it is authoritatively stated that 
there have been about. 100 victims to Gurl^a excesses altogether, of 
whom about 50 were serious cases. That the Gurkhas began their 
ussault like wild beasts is apparent from the admission of Mr. Be 
himself, who said that he had to pull off a Gurkha while inflicting 
etmessive f(»:ce'. Captain Shepherd, in charge of the Gurkhas, spoke 
of seeing himself one or two severe blows and of brdenng them to 
desist, This is official admission, and one cau. inmgine what actually 
hi^peued. Even Bir Henry Wheeler’s report gives three cases’ of 
serious injury—^o a girl, to a woman, mid to a man. I deeply regret 
tho^ U^sympatBetio to&e the report betrays and* the light-hearted spirit 
itt . .wha^ some <Mf the m^t serious injuries hseve been sought to be 
Sir Henry Wheeler ia the. right-himd man of His Excel- 
/idm 'Gblireneor, and in this time of"' excitement and unrest he 
rmidered a greatm*. disservice to the caiise of reform and 
t;jfl^frMnsdsp»iNiBdiBg!'b^w And the, ruled. '^His . 

thatWim oil over' troubled watera 
sympathy towards those i^iafalo wrotdbesi 
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who suffered at the hands ol the Onrkfaas. I regrret that, in hia; 
to uphold the ofEicisl prestige and position, His Excel}ency*^i^ d! 
speak with the utmost respect of him—should have missed a gohlen 
opportunity when the deputation waited upon him. I have been and I 
am, a staunch advocate of law and order. I am no nou>co-operatbr. 
I denounce the strikes though they occurred after the Gurkha outrago. 
These strikes brought untold miseries upon the coolies and Ike general 
pubfic, and for this those who engineered them fully deserve . s&h 
denunciation of the public. It cannot be denied that there is sullen 
discontent in the country, and that both the Government and the people 
should combine to remove the discontent by mutual co-operation and 
mutual trust. Lord Heading has said that the Government is anxious 
to,ascertain the causes of discontent among the people. The root cause 
lies in the want of compassion, want of sympathy and tenderness as 
is illustrated in this dismal chapter of political history created at 
Chandpur. 

With your permission. Sir, I wish to say one word with reference 
to what has fallen from Mr. Larmour. I believe he sai d 

The PRESIDENT: Well, the words are there'and members will 
judge for themselves. 


B^U JATINDRA NATH BA8U: “This Council recommends to 
the Government that such action be taken as regards the conduct of 
the local officials m the matter of the ejectment of the coolies and their 
families from the station at Chandpur on the 20th May,' 1921 as will 
prevent the recurrence of similar incidents." * 

resolution that stands in my name differs from the resolutions 
that have already been moved in that my resolution does not ask for 
•an inquiry I desire to submit to the House that the facts as they 

cImf that t^ey may be taken by Government as the basis of action 
Without any further inquiry. 

The main facts of the incident that took place on - the 20th Um 
are clear. ^rther enquiry may bring out details which 
be of any assistance in eliciting any further information as re^rdj^ ' 
broad featu^ of the incident. What is it that has caused^ll 
;^oil in the country and has made Chandpur a centre of distiSw? 

happened for a few minutes only on the night of the 20th Mav 
m the station at Chandpur and the events that preceded'ike 

«odus of ^6 coolies have been related by the Hon’I^e^Sir 
Wh^er in the commumju#. They are these*: The coolies W<^S 
^from Sylhet and Cachar at the railway station at 

in way of^ir 'leaving Chandpur. Consequently tl^y 
aoeninulate at Chandpur. Hie local f 

. c^ted. On Ae l»th, the 

Ike lBadinit’"«u»n' the town with 








'%OGoi3b]nodatio& tlb ni^ii who were 

agreedr-tho local wen, ihe local lailway 
Mrthon^aaa well as GoTorament offieiala-^that they should he hotttted 
somewhere r the footbaU ground was decided upon, and the Ih^n 
Tea dMooiation offered a generous contribution of Rs. 2,000 and thdre 
Were 1^ subscriptions also, and it was intended to erect sheds to 
, these people. This was the scheme that was thought of on the 

On the evening of the 19th, an incident happened! The coolies began 
to move, m Wge crowds and rushed to the flats and steamers to seek 
a passage. We often find in big junction stations large crowds rush- 
mg to find accommodation in ti-ains. It was not unusual that in their 
imi»tienw to get away to their homes they should rush to the steamer. 
It 18 an ordinary incident of passenger traffic in this country. It so 
happened that one of the local officials who were on the flat attached 
io the steamer was roughly handled, or there was an attempt to 
handle him roughly. Then the events smoothed down. There was 
nothing further that night. That was in fact the only outrage against 
the coolies that was brought out. It is not shown what else actually 
happened or what else they were guilty of. The whole of the 20th was 
quiet. The Hon’ble Sir Henry Whdeler says that the townspeople 
gathered at the station and on the overbridge. It is not shown in 
the communiqui whether they incited the coolies to any violence or if 
any excesses were committed. Everything evidently remained quiet 
until about a quarter past eleA-en at night when Mr. De with the 
military police and officials come. It is not shown that Mr. De had 
sent for some of the local leaders or local people during the course of 
^e day on the 20th and had told them that he desired that the cooliea 
should be moved from the station immediately even though the accom> 
modation that had been decided upon for them had not been pfit up. 
It is not shown on the face of the communiqvd or on any other informa¬ 
tion that has so far been published that any communication was made 
to any of the coolies or to the local leaders. The attempt comes sudden¬ 
ly and at night when nobody expected it. So far as the coolies 
themselves were concerned the facts are that a very large proportion 
pi th^, as the Bishop of Assam says, were women, children and sick 
p^sons, and those that were adult men were half-starved and emaciated. 
peA th6 squad of military police came and the coolies were asked to 
. move out- It ^s said in the Pon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler’s communique 
that people hdd up tlieif hands and said Ocmdht Maharaj ki jai, 
;anA i^B the-poliwmen began to strike the bundles and things of the 
/It .i^mittde dite of a village’dipmaiic party indulging in a 
. I*^**1*^'. ^mt had no effect; the 'policemen took up the 
%:c«olies^^h^ began to beat % 

8^ it .was, when we know' 

,|iody nd 2,000 Jasons • was cleared out- ^ A fUt lO 






minutes, and also when w# remember, the fact that amottgit theiaa^the^/ 
wOTe women, children and =siek and infirm persons.. ®*ei .|[on?hte 
Henry Wheeler has.said in the communique that no e*tra> fmrcesTllw 
used and only the necessary amount of force. These rare the 
on which 1 base my resolution. If these are the facts that happened,* 
a reasonable tnan can only come to the conclusion that thin|^s were done 
in. a manner which is not in consonance with the spirit -of oar Govene*' 
meiit. It was done in a manner which was not creditable either to 
the Government or to the people. In Bengal, during troublous 
we have had the satisfaction tliat our Government acted in a wey whmh 
was different from what Governments in remote parts of In^ did. 
Our. Government had maintained humane principles in the conduct pi 
public affairs, and their officers have carried out their duties with 
humanity and justice. But, having regard to the way in which these 
unarmed and unoffending coolies—a few only amongst whom were op 
the face of the communique, guilty merely of shouting Gandhi Mahoraj 
ki jai —^were treated, it appears that a new chapter is opening in .ths 
history of the Bengal Government. I feel that it is the duty of this 
Council to say straight and plainly that we will have none of this so 
far as we are concerned. I say, therefore, that the officers who were 
responsible for the incident must be dealt with by the Government in 
a suitable manner and in such manner that any repetition of similar 
incidents should be impossible in Bengal—the premier province in 
India. It is indeed a slur alike on the intelligence and on the hig h 
reputation lor sympathy which this Government has. With these 
words, I commend this resolution to the acceptance of this House. - 


Bibu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: “This Council recommends to 
•the Government, tliat a committee, consisting of seven members, fivS 
of whom shall be non-officials—three members of the Council and two 
from the outside public—elected by the nou-official members of the 
Council, be appointed to inquire into, and report, at an early date, abmft 
circumstances in connection with the recent tea garden coolie 
sitfiation at Chandpur, with special reference to the following:_ 

(o) the attitude of the Government towards repatriation and fikdr 
‘ alleged interference with the Steamer Company in opnueetion 
with the conveyance of coolies*, ' . . . . 


<6) the events that happened at Chandpur on the Ifith, 20th, ^ 
21^ May, 1921, in this connection; and • .■ 

(c) the cirCumsiances in connection with the strikes in the 
Bi^gal Kailway and the India Genetid 
,, ... fjj^vers Steam Navigation Companies, 

... As this ashtter refers to my own district, I luqie 

ii X cannot-.move this ri^Qtotiah' 

.dis^th^ted manner, m:whi^.. ' ■ • ■ • ^ 





.. •J^;4)W>'W&‘..'-’^hi8' Tesotiitioii'.'inora in sorrow thnn in mig^r. .My ;nwn 
of l^pera has been hnnuliated to tbe dust^ the most {ordinary 
df bnroanity. Imve been violated, puWic feeling bas been 
Oroimde^ and 1 s^d beforo this g^at:tribunal of the tepf^ 
soiita^ves of Bengd to demand lamth, sympathy and justice. Home 
do^ota of humanity, the tea garden coolies from Assam, in the last 
ata^ of destitution and misery had taken shelter in the small sulk- 
divisional town of Ghandpur in my own constituency; while it was the 
filat instinot of humanity to give them proper protection and help 
them (m, when even the local Government officials felt Uiis simple call 
of the .heart, the dictum was flashed forth from the top of the hills or 
from Calcutta, that Government was not to help towards the cost of 
i^trktion oi these poor peoide. The allegation has been freely made 
timt not only did the Government not stop there, but. they are reported 
to have advised tha Steamship Company not to grant concession rates. 
With regard to this allegation, the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler says 
in his communique —^ I explained that the Government had never 
interfered and had no power to interfere and had no wish to interfere, 
that there had been some misunderstanding of a letter from the agents 
by the local steamer staff.*’ As I said the other day, mistakes and 
misunderstandings are very vague terms. But we are left as much 
in the dark as- ever. When the misunderstanding arose out of a letter, 
surely there was a letter and that letter must have been writtem after 
instructions from Government or any of its responsible officials. We 
want to know what that letter was, and what those instructions were, 
so that there may not be any ground for misunderstanding here, in this 
GouUcil, at any rate. 

A responsible gentleman and a great lover of truth—the Rev. 
C. F. Andrews—^has publicly stated that the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler 
had told hhn that he did not prohibit concession rates but only objected 
to. free passages. This statement has not yet been denied. Hay 
I. lisk, was it any business of his or of any other Government member 
mr official to say that the Steamer Company was not to grant free 
fiassagesf 


: MiMBEII in nliafsanf POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tlw Hon’blt 
Hr HMirr Wheeler) I May I rise to offer an explanation which might 
itrcdd further misunderstanding? My statement was that free 


ais^Bld npt be given at,the^ cost of Government. There was never any 
CQmmnni<;»tpd to the Steamer Company at any time as to 
as between, them and private parties., 

^ EMOENAN tlUTTAt I am glad to hear this. Many 

havd been made in the Press which have not bem^ 
as ibst .as i Have been aMe'tb read tli^ sitnaiMbn/''the ‘ 


from-the •tdppagw-'ol' the repatriation 'of this 

that day, things were'.'-- ghtnE-'bn 
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smoothly. There was no trouble, no hint of any troublo. AwJotd- 
ingtothe statement of the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, Mr. Macpherswi 
of the Indian Tea Association arrived at Ghandpur on the 
17th May, and, according to the same statement, since £he 17th', no 
coolies have been despatched from Ghandpur at Government expense. 

Sir, I do not know whether these two events have any connection what» 
ever, but the Bev. C. F. Andrews has publicly charged the Govern¬ 
ment for having taken the side of “ the vested interests.” I - have 
carefully gone through the eighteen voluminous paragraphs of the 
Hon’ble Member’s statement, but I do not find any categorical denial, 
except a general statement of the neutral attitude of the Government 
in industrial strikes, of this grave charge. If there is no vestige of 
truth in it, the Government ought to deny it categorically. We are 
anxious to know if Mr. Macpherson or any one else, either independently 
or on behalf of any tea garden or tea association approached any 
Government official not to help the coolies in repatriation and 
whether the attitude of the Government depended on any suggestion 
or request from any vested interest. Then again, we find that 450 
coolies were sent away from Ghandpur at Government expense on the 
16th instant. We find it stated that Government received information 
of this only on the 17th and asked the Commissioner not to send any 
more coolies at Government expense. Sir, are we to understand that 
the local officials did not inform the Local Government on the 16th by 
telegram that they were sending coolies at Government expense? If 
Government knew of this on the 16th, then why did they permit the 
repatriation on the 17th at Government expense? If they permitted 
repatriation on 17th, why did their attitude change after the 17th? 
Things are shrouded in mystery and questions arise in the minds of all 
thinking men—rquestions which demand an answer. Then again, we 
find that Government does not hesitate to repatriate those fortunate 
coolies, who had reached such distant places as Naihati and Asansol 
on grounds of public health, but as soon as the cose of the Ghandpur 
coolies is brought forward, the Government says that it is boupd to 
make a differentiation. Why is this differentiation made? Was xiot 
the continued presence of the coolies at Ghandpur a source of grave 
danger to the public health at Ghandpur? 1 myself spent three ’days 
there, before the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler went. 1 visited the 
coolie-camp—1 saw the insanitary condition i% which they had tb be 
herded in corrugated tin godowns like sardines in a.tin box., ^he 
sight beggared all description. I saw tbe Bishop of Assaxn, I.snw 
" Hr. and^m» Goring and I saw the selfless volunteers, risking . .. 

lives amqng the coolies. Anybody who had Iji^n. .only a .cdu]^' of .J 
iminutea in ibat camp—a veritable deathtrap — ^wo^^ Mye re*!||^^ 
iibmediate nWssity of sending the coolies aWjsy 
.'•i^gesliqn^ ;^e pawnee of the coolies there 

to the'puW^'health. The local 'bfilci^ and 





me tl^at the danger, was great. The GhoY^^rttment hae hdeti 
ew^j^tulaiisg it»eU that eiEoellent medical and sahitary arrangemeniiii 
vex^ t&ade, but, may I ask, Sir, which is the most urgent medical 
aitangemeni? Prevention of disease or treatment of disease P H' 
diM^Se could be prevented, as it certainly could have been done by 
removing the coolies from Obandpur, was it not the first duty of the 
Minister in charge of Public Health to insist on prevention of disease 
by removbg. congestion P If you allow a large number erf people to 
stay in conditions where they are bound to be infected, it is small 
consolation to say that arrangements had been made to treat them 
when they got the disease. As long* as I was at Chandpur, I was 
taunted with this remark, ** you speak of representative Government; 
you talk of your own representatives in charge of public health and 
in important posts of Government, where is your representative now? 
Is Darjeeling so far away from Chandpur, or does not the wail of the 
coolies reach the cool heights of the Himalayas, or is the atmosphere 
of Darjeeling still anti-reform?" What answer could I give? I 
looked at the dying and the sufPering coolies and hung down my head 
in shame. Sir, we have come to co-operate with the Government. 1 
ask ihe Government not to make it difficult or impossible for us to 
co-operate. 

The position at Chandpur being so 'serious, on what grounds could 
Government differentiate between Chandpur and HaihatiP It cannot 
be on the ground of expense, because, if I am not much mistaken, the 
expense of medical and sanitary arrangements and the cost of sending 
long official telegrams must have been considerable and would prob¬ 
ably have been sufficient to pay for the passage of most of the coolies. 
If it is not on the score of expense, tfrhnt can he the real cause? Is 
it because Chandpur is nettrer to the tea gardens and it would have been 
easier to send these helpless coolies back to their gardens, or is it 
because the public opinion of Chandpur can be more easily flouted 
than that of Naihati, or is it because of some other subtle reaspnP 

These and other pertinent questions have naturally arisen in our 
minds and we are still groping in the dark. These and some other 
i^ery important questions—a series of 22 questions were sent by me for 
reply in this Council, but to my 'great sorrow and disappointment, tlie 
questions were rejected on the ground of their excessive length. Of 
Course, the questions were numerous, they had to be numerous, because 
t|ie Government communiquis had been^•very unsatisfactory, and the 
^aadpur affairo had been serioue enough to demand elucidation. 
il^eB.aftear’my first rebuff, I was audacious enough to put some supple- 
n^e^Mary-questions^ but here again I was stopped on the ground that 
^ >3dn*ble. Member was not to Be oross-examined. I do not want 

I have studied the method adopted in the 
luidto foUow the same procedure' in order 
Idi?. idle truth. Had aH m been allowed tu be 
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answered, there would have been no need ol aeleiiiir ^or 
of inquiry. Only the other day. His Bxcselleney/ the 
pleased to say that truth and dissemination of truth were> that nn^ . 
urgent matters needed for the country t0>day. Sir^ Z welcome ^ Ibe 
suggestion and, therefore, I demand an inquiry committee to/hnd ont 
the truth. Truth must be first known, before it can be dissemuutbsd; 
1 am not afraid of the truth, and I sincerely trust that nobody, not ev^ 
the Government will shrink from the truth. 


From the question of inquiring into the attitude of the Government 
we now come to the serious events that happened at Ghandpur oh 
the 19th and 20th. When I think that there were women and children 
among the pePple who were attacked on that memorable night, 
that wounds had been inflicted on the bodies of helpless women and 
children, I confess my heart bleeds and is too full of pain and humilia¬ 
tion to enable me to give vent to my feeling of righteous indignation. 
The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler has dealt with the matter in some 
detail, but he has missed so many important points, points that cannot 
be lightly dismissed, that it is a wonder, he went to Ghandpur at 
all, merely to give us a colourless report which might have been 
written from the calm atmosphere of Darjeeling. His report, instead 
of satisfying us, has raised many and various important issues, which 
must be answered. As for example, we want to know why the 
ooolies, who had been so quiet before, all at once became “ excited 
and noisy ” and why they were frightened that they would be sent 
back to their gardens against their wish? We want to know what 
business brought Mr. Macpherson from out of his bed at midnight 
into the receiving flat at Ghandpur on the 19th May; we want to know, 
if he was called by any of the oflRcials to go there. We want to 
know how it was possible to send back the coolies from the receiving 
flat with -the help of the ordinary and armed Police of Ghandpur and 
without the help of the Gurkhas on the night of the 19tb. We wint 
to know how it can be stated by Sir Henry Wheeler that the coolies 
could not be removed from the station yard during the daytime of 
the 20th for want of sufficient men? We want to know, what was the 
number of ordinary and armed PoUce at Ghandpur on the 20th to find 
out why they could not remove the coolies during the daytime? 

I have seen the labourers of England, and I can assure you that 4 
anybody had dared to deal with them in the way it was dohe hf' 
GhaPdpmr, a whole army of military Police might have been ousted' 
Three thousand English labourers would have known how to deal 
Maitary Police, trying to drive them at. night in the wawi^^^ 
was done here. But here, there were helpless hui^ Wngsi 
of whom, probably uwst, being women and ehtldrmi, idmo^ 
lest stug^ ^ ji^titatlon and misery, who were ab nrue% ;dm^ 
$ir.-‘HeW..Wheeler said 'is -oeidohqe 

.ub^iee 'Wm'e-nht, sleeping. We wont.to' know on' 
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' wh^^er ^ persQB- gif^niT''^^ :«vidiiio0 
sleeping. We .want to W 
ir%%r tto Government haa^uclusive medieal pi^of, in ot^ ^ 
no bayonets might have been used. I 4o not like .to 
^ tli«>patience of the House, by going into all the questions that 
Oemni^an anthoritative answer. 

’^y Mr* S, N. Mullick, has detailed the questions. 

i: ^ 5?“*'’!® Wheeler has kept strangely silent about 

thdta. W® <lid not want to hear from him whether it required a 
t^l man to hit a cooly on the head (who perchance was sitting or aleex»^ 
;,^® not want to hear a detailed description of Dr. Batra’s 
dqing^, He does not belong to the department of the Hon’ble Sir 
Hepry Wheeler. W^hy did Sir Henry Wheeler go out of his way to 
defend him—what was the Hon’ble Minister doing? 

It has been said that an inquiry will be useless now, as the coolies 
have all gone back to their homes. But I believe that the addresses 
of many of the wounded coolies have been kept at Chandpur. More¬ 
over, there is a body of valuable and important evidence at Chandpur 
and elsewhere, which will be easily available and will certainly justify 
toe appointment of the committee. , 

Last of all, there are the Railway and the steamer strikes, causing 
a grejt deal of inconvenience to the peo/>le of East Bengal. Sir, to-day 
is the 46th day of the Railway strike. What has been done to alle¬ 
viate the sufferings of the people? If I am not much mistaken, the 
Rpilway Company has part of its dividend guaranteed by Government, 
was it not the duty of Government to find out the causes of the 
strike and bring about a compromise? Only the other day, Messrs. 
Martin and Company's strike coujid be compromised by the appoint¬ 
ment of a conciliation committee. It seems that the public opinion 
of Calcutta is too strong, but Eastern Bengal may suffer all along with¬ 
out the Government moving a finger in the matter. In answer to a 
question of mine, the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr was pleased to say that these 
strikes were caused by persons with deliberate motives and that these 
leere not. economic strikes, and Government could not intervene. 
When I put in a supjfiementary question as to whether Government 
W held any particular inquiry as to the causes of the strike, he said 
^ipo particular inquiry had been held. When I asked if the strikers 
declared that the strike was not an economic one, he replied that 
he t»oh dedaration had been made. Then how can he say definitely 
are tlrn tmuses of toe strike? In view of the great divergence of 
about toe eauses of the strike, it* is imperative that a com- 
of mquiryshodd beheld. ^ 

Wirige of the Government demands that such an inquiry 
m toht toe truth and toe whde truth may be found oUtil 

|;ii;^Milto>ieiB be t^ to demand tometoing more than a m«r« 
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Or. JATtNORA MATH MOITRAt V Caimcil 
the Oovernmeflt that a committee of n^-official BoropeOne and Ind^a# 

1)0 immediately ap^intod to inquire mo, and' roport. oU, file 8l^{#d 
serious sufferings and grievances of the Ass^ co<di6s at Cban^^ 
and Ooslundo.*’ 

The resolution that stands in my namO is practically the same as 
those of Balm Surendra Nath Mullick, Babu Tarit Bhusan Boy, Bai 
Itadha Charan Pal Bahadur, Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, and Babu 
Indu Bhushan Butta. Some of them have already quoted chapter and 
verse in support of their resolutions. When it is seen that so many of 
the members of this Council honestly believe there is a strong case for 
a public inquiry it ought to be the bounden duty of the Government to 
accede to their requests. It is said that the incident of the 20th May 
at Chandpur is a cowardly outrage committed at the instance of the 
local officials by the Gurkhas on an unfortunate class of people who, 
deprived of food and shelter and other necessities of life, were there 
more dead than living; a class of people which included women, children 
and the infirm; a class of people,many of whom were reduced to mere 
skeletons; a class of people many of whom were in the grip of death 
by starvation and disease—^an outrage alleged to have been committed 
at dead of night with all lights put out, without sufficient notice or 
sufficient warning—an outrage alleged to have been committed ip the 
immediate presence of the Divisional Commissioner, the District Magis¬ 
trate and the Subdivisional Officer, all belonging to the heaven-horn 
service which goes by the name of the Indian Civil Service end amongst 
whom were included, I am sorry to say, Indians of high rank, etatmt 
and culture. The accounts which have been published in the psRpOTS 
and of which there has been so far no contradiction in most important 
particulars are such as would make the dead rise up in their graves. 
The facts that have not been challenged or contradicted are 

1 . Peremptory orders of the executive of Chandpur to the coqli^s 
to vacate the railway precincts at midnight. 

. 2. The coolies included women, children and the infirjn (nunU.' 
women than men). 

3. Absolute darkness owing to the sudden failuiw of light. 

4. A general assault on the coolies (which has been given out by^ 

the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler as nothing hut a souffle) ilk. 
which no military police or any one in the GovemUie&t\ 
em;^oy was seriously injured but several coolies had 
of. such injuries on their person. 

5. No retaliation on the part of the oofdies. . ‘ . 

Cfttbpeoide Imve a right to know .whether the ot&sials 
who were attacked by these heljpless iieO|de; 

But I am informed there are lots who. wiB, : 
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It is for this reason that we demand, with all the emphasis that we can 
command, the formation of a committee of representatives of rival 
interests which will ihake a sifting inquiry into the affair and, if ade¬ 
quately |woved, apportion guilt to particular individuals for condign 
punishment. ' There are still some, in fact many, who have got faith 
in British justice and we, the Councillors of the Legislative Council, 
have practically demonstrated that wo are in that category. But let 
us not be finally disillusioned about it. If the Government honestly 
mean to stand for the oppressed, if the Government really want their 
people to depend on their sincerity and good wishes, if the Government 
values justice more than prestige, it is their duty to make a public 
inquiry by x)ersons who are in the confidence of both the Govenunent 
and the people for their uprightness and honesty, love of justice and 
fair play. One word more. I find some divergence of opinion about 
the inclusion of official members in the committee xiroxrased and the 
resolution that stands in my name wants only non-official members in 
the committee as it is my firm conviction that to include officials will 
put those officials themselves into an awkward and unenviable position 
ns they will be between Scylla and Charybdis although they may dis¬ 
charge their duties with the utmost fairness and justice. But if the 
members find it necessary to include officials in the committee to give 
it a thoroughly representative character, I will certainly abide by their 
decision. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: ‘'This Council recom- 
mends to the Government that a committee, consisting of officials and 
non-officials, be appointed for a full inquiry into, after examination of 
necessary witnesses, and report uiwn, as early as possible, the circum¬ 
stances in connection with the alleged attack by the Gurkhas on the 
coolies at Chandpur on the night of the 20th May last, and the subse¬ 
quent treatment accorded by the officials to the coolies assembled at 
Chandpur, with further instructions, to ascertain the responsibility for 
the incidents, and to recommend the steps (if any) to be taken for 
punishing the offenders, and for dealing with the que.stion of granting 
facilities for the repatriation of the coolies.*’ 

1 am not going to read any complaint in detail about the whole 
question as to why we demanded an inquiry. The movers of the {>re- 
vious resolutions have said much on the subject and it will l)e no gcod 
repeating the same argument. The most important thing, however 
to whi(di 1 would draw attention is this:—On the 30th May, Mr. Andrews' 
brought very grave and serious charges against Government. I can do 
no ^better than read it in his own words;— 

My indic^oent of the Bengal Govenunent, in the name of humanity, is this, 
-tiiat they have o^ressed the poor tvhere pity was needed; they have employed 
violence, where tenderness was required, tiiey have brought down their GnrUia 
wddiers, where humaai nature iteeff was eaUilig ntnid for sympathy and compassion, 
they, have fortnbUsd the good 11919? ft haMne Govenunent. And what ia an 
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added injury, when this brutal outrage has been committed, they ha^e called in 
their Director of Public Information to justify it to the public through the column:! 
of the daily press. 

It is a very ffrave indictment and we were anxiously awaiting^ 
the reply to these grave charges, I confess, however. I carefully went 
into the Ileiwrt of the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler hut I was itot satis¬ 
fied with his explanation. When I first heard of the hrutal assault 
committed upon the coolies at dead of night, whether sleeping or awake, 
1 felt ashamed of the conduct of my countryman, Mr. K. 0. De. 

The PRESIDENT: I do not think you are entitled to make remarks 
like that. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I do not wish to make 
any strong remarks. What I was going to say is this that I was how¬ 
ever much relieved when I saw a copy of Mr. De's letter addressed 
to the Government published in the Press in whi<5li he requested the 
Government that something should he done for the coolies and his 
request ran as follows:— 

It is needless for me to urge that for the sake of humanity as well as to protect 
the residents of the places situated on the route of the emigrants from possible 
violence and outbreaks of epidemic diseases, the State should bear the cost of 
repatriation of the destitute emigrants. 

I request that Government may be pleased to approve and confirm the District 
Magistrate’s action. The actual expense incurred by him will be reported as soon 
as possible. 

Mr. De instituted an inquiry ns to the truth or otherwise of their 
helplesvsness and he deputed the District Magistrate to inquire into the 
circumstances and he was satisfied that they were really helpless and 
destitute and he tried at first to get public help through my friend, 
Mr. Tndu Bhushan Dutta, with a fund which was subscribed by the 
public. That was soon exhau-sted and he, with the Magistrate and the 
Subdivisional Officer, tried to help the coolies and send them to Goalundo 
at Government expense. That portion of the work was ratified by Gov¬ 
ernment as will be seen in the report of the Hon’hle Sir Henry Wheeler. 
When that action was justified, I submit there was further justi¬ 
fication to do something more. There then arose the point of dijffer- 
ence as to the question of repatriation. As to the feeding of the cooRqs 
and their medical treatment there was no difference and Government 
was prei>aTed to do that. As Sir Henry Wheeler said in his report it 
was the coolies who deserved sympathy from the public and any help 
from the public that could he raised would he spent for a very laudable 
object and to that Government had not the slighte.st objection. So 
we think the repatriation of the coolies by Government should also have 
been taken up when the other things were takeiiL up* But that was not 
done. On the 17th, Mr. Maepherson arrived and from that day repatriar 
tion was stopped hy the local authorities. On the 19ih, Mr, De went 
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there and he saw the conditions for himself and thought that soma* 
thing should be done for the coolies for their accommodation and medi¬ 
cal treatment and for preventing the spread of epidemic diseases in the 
town. On the 19th also, there was that unfortunate incident regard¬ 
ing the rush to the steamer. On the 20th, the c^mUes were, told that 
they should not rush to the steamer and attempts uerc being made to 
help them and they were told that they should leave the place at once. 
And what was done? At dead of night those coolies were attacked by 
Gurkhas! If up to the 16th or 17th they could be helped in every 
possible way, how was it that a change came on the 19th and 20th ? 
If it was the duty of Government to see that they were prox)erly fed and 
jiroperly treated, I think that something more should have been done 
for their repatriation too. I expected, Sir, that something would be 
contributed by the Ministers and the Executive Councillors and even by 
Government towards helping them in that wav but that was not done. 
We remember that in the beginning of this year when the question of 
the ]>ay of the Ministers was broTight before the Council, we were 
assured in this Council Chamber that the Ministers would each spend 
Rs. 16,000 a year in deference to the wishes of tl'e people. 

The PRESIDENT: I do not think that any question arises about 
the Ministers’ promise. 

BabU KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURl! I am only justifying my 
attack on the Mini.sters. I say that onr accusation is not against th«i 
local officials only but against the (foverninent a.s a whole. Govern¬ 
ment ought to have done sometliiiig more but it did not do so. We 
heard from the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler that it wa.s nece.ssary that 
the coolies should he removed. But as they did not move, some force 
had to be used; but we see. Sir, that it is not the whole tiaith. Babti 
Akhil Chandra Dutta, in his letter to the Pre.ss, said that he had a talk 
with Mr. De and Mr. De had to admit to him that there was no opposi¬ 
tion bv the coolies either before or after the attack. Babu Akhil Chandra 
Dutta was present though not at the station hut at the town. Mr. 
Andrews went there on the 2l8t. On the 26th the Government comviv- 
niqtte wgs issued and, on the 28th or 29th, the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler 
went to Chandpur. Though there was imblic agitation our popular 
Ministers did not think it neces-sary to do anythmg though we expected 
much from them. We expected that they would personally go there to 
see things for themselves but that was not done. No contribution was 
made by them, though, from the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler’s reijort it 
wbuld be seen that the coolies were suffering very much. But nothing 
was done by our popular Ministers. On the other hand, there was a 
brutal assaiilt upon the coolies and, as a consequence, there was hartal 
and strikes. I think that a public inquiry is needed. The report of ihe. 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler is not enough and thereforo I think that an 
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inquiry shoiiltl bo held by members of the Council. Too much import¬ 
ance of official presiige is a growing evil in our administration. We were 
assured that in the Reform Government there would be a change and 
that O’Dyeriam would be impossible in India. Of course here it was 
only O’Dyerism in miniature. Again our Ministers did not do any¬ 
thing—at least in the public mind there is a great doubt whether they 
did anything at all. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I rise to a 
point of explanation, Sir. I challenge this statement which has been 
made by the hon’ble member and which he has been repeating again 
and again, that the Ministers have done nothing. He ought to have 
known that as soon as I heard from the Chairman of the Chandpur 
Municipality that there wns a chance of the outbreak of cholera, 1 sent 
out Bs. 6,000 and nine doctors to look after the coolies and yet my hon’blc 
friend says that we did nothing as if by repetition he could convert 
a falsehood into truth. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Yes, T read in the papers 
that sometlung like that was done, but my contention was that more 
ought to have been done and that a contribution of Rs. 5,000 for the 
repatriation of the coolies ought to have been made. I said in the begin¬ 
ning that something was done for the medical treatment of the coolies 
and I also said that something in the way of repatriation ought to have 
been done loo. That was not done though I must say that it was done 
at the beginning at Government expense but it was not done after¬ 
wards. Mr. Andrews -was anxious to get a contribution of Rs. 5,000 
from Government and I said that our Ministers could at least have con- 
Irilmted Rs. 1,000 each but they did not do that. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: My hon'ble 
friend has again come back to the charge that we have Hot paid any- 
thing and that we should have done so. How does he know that We 
did not do anything? T for myself contributed Rs. 1,000 from my pri¬ 
vate purse towards the help of the coolies. 

Bebu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I did not know it. 
However, our complaint is that an inquiry should be made into the 
whole circumstances and if, as a result of that inquiry, any official is 
found to be at fault, he should be punished; if the local officials were 
guilty they should be punished. If there was any remissnoss on the 
part of the head of Government some notice ought to he taken of that. 
I Isay- there are things which require some explanation and these 
explanations ought to be given. A committee would submit a report 
after a thorough inquiry and upon that report if anything is to be done, 
it should be done. 

With these few words, I beg to move my resolution. 
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The PRISIDiNT: I understand Babu Indu Bbushan Buttii docs 
not wish to press his amendment. 

Bahlf INDU BHU8HAN DUTTAs As I have moved my resolution 
I do not think it necessary to move my amendment to this resolution. 

The following amendment was then, by leave of the President, 
withdrawn;— 

** That for the words ‘ officials ’ and * non-officials ’ the following 
be. substituted, viz., ‘ two officials and five non-officials, the non¬ 
officials being elected by the non-official members of Council.' " 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: Sir, there are seven resolutions 
on tlie Chandpur incident besides the two resolutions which stand in 
my name, viz., about the employment of the Gurkha trooi>s and laying 
on the table of the House all papers in connection with the Chandpur 
incident. So many resolutions on one and the same subject clearly 
show what the feeling of the country is as regaids the Chandpur inci¬ 
dent. We all feel for these stranded coolies because they are i>oor, 
because they are helpless, because they are ignorant and, may be, 
because they are deluded. We feel for them because the opinion is 
almost unanimous that these iwor and lielpless men have not received 
proper treatment at the hands of Government. That is, I think, the 
unanimous opinion, at least the opinion of by far the majority of tJie 
people of this country. But I would ask my friends in this Council 
what useful purjxjse would be served by appointing a committee con¬ 
sisting even of a majority of non-official members of this Council. We 
havd already two reports—one, a non-official reiKirt of non-official 
gentlemen who examined witnesses on the si>ot at the time of the inci¬ 
dent and, the other, the official report of the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler. 
The duty of the Committee would, I dare say, be to examine witnesses. 
Who are the principal witnesses? They are the coolies—^for the out¬ 
side public were not in the Chandpur station on the night of tluj 20th 
when this incident 'is alleged to have taken place. The coolies have 
now almost all gone to their native country. It is useless to go and 
examine the witnesses who have already been examined by the non¬ 
official committee. We all know that the Gurkhas, were let loose upon 
poor, unarmed, helpless people consisting of men, women and (‘hildren 
at dead of night. We all know that the local officials of Chandpur 
wanted to remove these coolies in the football ground in the dead of 
night under the blue canopy of heaven. What, however, will the com¬ 
mittee do? AH that can be done now is to examine some of the officials, 
livery officer is not like General Dyer who will make a clean confession 
of his deeds and misdeeds. We have already heard from the Hon'ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler the interpretation put upon the phrase ** moral 
impassion " by that high local official, the Commissioner of the Chitta¬ 
gong Division. We have already got the official version of the incident 
in the report of the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler. So we have got before 
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us the official and the non-official version of the incident. What other 
version is needed. The committee, if appointed, will submit their 
leport to Goveinment in due course and, from our exijerienee of reports 
ot these committees, we think thatl nothing useful 'will be done or 
udll come out of it. We may condemn the action of the local officials 
and even of (joxernment. The public have already formed their opinion 
about the Chandpur incident. You all know what it is. It is there¬ 
fore that 1 cannot .supiwrt the resolutions about the appointment of a 
committee because of the utter uselessness of these committees. What 
did we gain even by the Hunter Committee which inquired about the 
tiullianwalla Bavgh atrocities? We all however want that something 
should be done. It is therefore that I supixrrt the ie.solution of my 
friend Babu Jatindra Nath Basu that the guilty might be punished and 
there may not be any recurrence of such incidents in iutuve. 1 v.ant to 
say‘here one thing. The resolutions passed at the meetings of the 
Council are generally treated as pious wishes by (jovernment. This is 
the defect of the present system of Government. This can only be 
remedied by the conferring of full resironsible Government to obtain 
which we should try our Irest. That is the only remedy. 

Th6 PRE8IDEHT: Before I proceed fmdher, 1 think it necessary 
to mention a matter to the Council. When Rai Radha Charan Pal 
Bahadur was speaking I heard him make some reference to His Excel¬ 
lency, hut I could not exactly catch his words. 1 therefore asked the 
official reporter to place before me a report of that part of his speech. 
I fin<l there that what he said was this:— 

His Exvolloncy might have thrown oil over troubled waters by words of coinpus- 
sion and sympathy towards these pitiable wretches who suffered at the hands of the 
(lurklias. I regrot that though 1 say it with the greatest deference—in his 
lieal to uphold the ofBcial prestige and position His Excellency should have missed 
n golden opportunity. 

I need hardly i>oint out that it is not open to the Council in any way 
to reflect on the conduct of the Governor, and I am e.\treniely sorry that 
the remarks passtul unchallenged. 

I would also like to say that these resolutions about the Chandpur 
incident ask for a committee of inquiry and I do not think it is proper 
for-membera to assume that they know all the facts and the whole 
truth and treat every other version as untrue. I do not think they are 
entitled to asstime that what they believe is the truth and that the ver¬ 
sion supplied by the other side is not the true version. If this is carried 
to an extreme, I shall have to check such outbursts. 

Bsbu 8UREMDRA NATH MULLICK: May I inquire, Sir, whether 
it is your ruling that we cannot say what we consider ip be time or 
otherwise? .i , 
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Tll0 PRESIDENTS I have already ruled and you cannot question 
nay ruling, 

Mft D« C* CHOSE 5 I confess I cannot understand the aim and object 
of these resolutions asking for a committee of imiuivy regarding the 
coolie trouble at Chandpur. What is it that the Committee are expect¬ 
ed to do? Is it to bring daylight upon what hai*|xmed at Chandpur? 
Well, the broad facts regarding the trouble at Chandpur are well 
known and, so far as I know, there is no mystery about anything that 
happened there. Nor is there a ounllict of any importance between the 
official and the popular version of the facts vegarding Chandpur. 
Besides the subject has been discussed and re-discussed in the Press 
and on the platform and everything that could be said either on the 
official or the popular ^ide has been said. And so far as T know, there 
is no demand on the part of any considerable section of the public for an 
investigation into what happened at Chandpur. That being the case, 
do not see what object we shall gain by setting up a committee of 
inquiry now. Sir, as I have said, the facts regarding the trouble at 
Chandpur are fairly well known, though there is a definite cleavage of 
opinion with regard to at least one incident at Chandpur. Sir, the 
popular voice has unanimously condemned, and, I ventui-e to think, 
rightly condemned, the action of Goveinment in employing Gurkha 
soldiers for the purpose of moving the coolies from the station com¬ 
pound at midnight on the 20th May. Sir, I cannot find any ju.stifica- 
tion for that proceeding. It is admitted in the official commnniguii 
that force was used by the Gurkha soldiers in moving the coolies from 
the station compound and injuries were cau.sed to several of the coolies 
in the process of their removal. Now, Sir, the e.\act nature of the 
injuries is, I am afraid, in dispute though Mr. Andvew.s has stated that 
he did not see any hurt or wound caused by the use of bayonets. How¬ 
ever, Sir, I do think that the employment of Gurkha siddicis was most 
ill-advised. The coolies were not violent and there was no ground for 
any apprehension that any disorder would break out. Therefore the 
employment of soldiers and the use of force was wholly uncalled for. 
Nqr was there the least justification for choosing the hour of midnight 
for the purpose of moving the coolies from the.station compound. Why 
was not the removal of coolies done in daytime? Why were not 
methods of persuasion tried for the purpose of moving the coolies? I 
nm almost certain that, if such methods had been employed, the coolies 
would have responded and moved away from the station compound. 
Surely, it was worth while trying such methods before resorting to force 
at the hour of midnight. Sir, I know that I shall lie told that it is easy 
enough to be wise after the event. But I am afraid that is no answer 
to my accusation, for I maintain that in times of trouble and excite¬ 
ment, not only mischief-makers and sedition-mongers, but also over- 
zealous law and order officers of Government have td be cur lied and 
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controlled. I venture to think that Government ehould acknowledge 
that the employment of GKirkha soldiers at midnight bn the 20th 
May for the purpose of moving the cdolies from the station com¬ 
pound was a grave error of judgment. Why should a great and 
jiowerful Government,, such as ours, be afraid of admitting an error? 
What is the good, what is the use of being great and powerful if they 
are so afraid? Shame is not in the confession of a mistake. Shame 
lies only in persistency in wilful wiong-doiug. But, Sir, a hundred 
times more heinous than the employment of Gurkha soldiers was the 
action of the local non-co-operators in fomenting hartals and strike.s 
of railway and steamer employees and thus causing tthe deatli from 
cholera of many coolies and untold miseries to those that survived. I 
have no hesitation in saying that those who used the poor unfortunate 
coolies as i>awn.s and tools in a political warfare, committed an outrage 
upon humanity, and I am glad that some of the best minds in the 
Nationalist party have publicly condemned the action of the ncn-co- 
oiwrators at Chandpur. Sir, I am sure everyone in this House endorses 
that condemnation. Sir, the question regarding the trouble at Chand¬ 
pur resolves itself into this. The facts, at any rate, the broad facts, 
are well known. There is no mystery about them. There is difference 
of opinion, so far as I can see, between the official side on the one band 
and the popular side on the other regarding, firstly, the employment of 
Gurkha soldiers for moving the coolies from the station compound and, 
secondly, the question of repatriation of coolies at Government expense. 
Now, Sir, with regard to both these matters, the Government and the 
public have expressed their views, and nothing can be gained by an 
inquiry of the'kind that has been suggested. But if this House is bent 
uiKJU having an inquiry of some kind or other, then I would suggest 
for its consideration the idea of having a comprehensive inquiry into 
the whole of the coolie episoile, beginning from the tea gardens down 
to the villages where the coolies have now gone. Let us find out why 
the coolies left the gardens. Did they leave of their own accord or 
owing to the ill-treatment of the planters, or did they leave at the insti¬ 
gation of non-co-operators ? Then it is worth while finding out whether, 
in case the coolies had left the gardens at the instigation of the non- 
co-operators, the latter had made any arrangements foi enabling *the 
coolies to return to their homes. Further it is worth inquiring into 
the effect, the net result of the strike of railway and steamer employees. 
Also it would he useful to know exactly the fate of the coolies now in 
their villages. Thovse are matters upon which definite information 
would he exceedingly useful, and if the Government would see their 
w'ay to institute a comprehensive inquiry of the kind that I have 
indicated, they would render a great public service. 

R«i RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadiir: 1 wish to make one jier- 
sonal explanation after what has fallen from the President. It was not 
my intension—in faot it was farthest from my mind—^to make any 
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reflection on His Excellency the Governor. What I stated was merely 
a matter of comment and expression of a wish and nothing tdae. 

Mr. Ra Ma WAT80N-8MYTH a On behalf of the Bengal riuimber 
of Commerce I must oppose this resolution. 

I first of all wish to say definitely that, in my opinion, end in the 
opinion of those whom I represent, the action taken by Government in 
refusing to repatriate these coolies at public expense was the correct 
action to take, and was, in fact, the only action which a responsible 
Government could have taken. Ix>oking at the matter entirely on 
general grounds, I am of opinion that had Government, acceded to the 
demand, it would have created an intolerable precedent. The idea that 
political agitators can persuade men to break their contracts, and hav¬ 
ing marched them down to the nearest railway station, that demand 
that Government will then convey them to their homes at public expense, 
is preposterous. 

It is no province of mine to enter into any discussion as to the rights 
or wrongs of what happened at Chandpur in the month of May la.sl. 

1 oppose the ai»pointment of a committee of inquiry on three grounds. 

The first ground is that there is nothing now to inquire about. To 
any intelligent reader the facts are fairly w'ell known. They may per¬ 
haps have been somewhat minirai/cd on the one side, and they certainly 
were most di.storted and camouflaged by falsehood a»i«l invention on the 
other side, but. as I said, the intelligent reader has l)y now got the 
facts, and whether he agrees or not with what was done, nhether he 
thinks that the action of the officials was necessary oj’ unnecessary, he 
knows practically exactly what did happen, and no committee of inquiry 
can tell him an^ more than that. 

My second ground for opposing the resolution i.s that no committee 
now appointed can carry out their work satisfactorily. The men who 
could give first-hand information, viz., the coolies themselves, are , 
scattered all over India, from the north to the south, and it would be 
impossible to get hold of them. There remains only the men who were 
on the spot to be examined, and you cannot very well call any of them 
independent witnesses. Further than that the Government officials on 
the one side, and the representatives of non-co-operation on the other, 
have already issued their versions to the world, not once, but several 
times, and it is no good sending a committee to examine them. As I 
understand it, the whole trouble turn.s on the orders to clear the rail¬ 
way enclosures of these coolies in the middle of the night, which orders 
were carried out by military police. Whether these orders were neces¬ 
sary or not. whether the time chosen to carry out these orders was 
opportune or not, and whether the physical force employed by these 
l)oUce was more than necessary, is not a matter with which I propose to 
deal. But alter all not very great harm was done: no life was lost: 
a few cuts-and bruises were exhibited, which may or may not have Wen 
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caused iu the struggle, but all that pales into insignificance when we 
think that all the friendly efforts of both Indians and Europeans to get 
these men away quietly to their homes, were stopped by the steamer 
companies’ employees being called out on strike by political leaders, 
thereby directly causing the death of several hundred coolies by cholera 
aod other di.sease. 

The last reason on whicli I oppose this resolution is that a com¬ 
mittee will not do any good: whatever has happened has happened, and 
we all have our own opinions regarding it. But no committee of incjuiry 
Cun undo the past, nor is there anything fresh to be brought to lights 
as nothing has been hidden by Government, or by any one else. But 
such a committee may do a great deal of harm, and it certainly tends to 
keep this unfortunate incident prominently before the public, and to 
f;ontinue a controversy on which w’e are never likely to agree, and which 
in the heat of argument is likely to cause much ill-feeling and anarchy 
in Chittagong. I therefore projwse to vote against this resolution, and 
1 trust that it will n«)t he pressed, and if it is pressed to a division, that 
it will he defeated. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ: I am not ashamed to confess that I 
feel somewhat diffident in rising to speak on this resolution. My friend 
Bahu Surendra Nath Mullick, has made an earnest appeal to us to sup¬ 
port his resolution for a committee of inquiry. An appeal like that 
coming from a patriotic heart is certainly very touching, but I would 
ask him to nuneiuber that there are in this House members who are not 
in a position to see eye to eye with him in this particular matter. So 
far as this retpiest for a committee of inquiry is concerned, I will »sxy 
at once that having given this matter my most earnest consideration, I 
think this House ought not to agree to the acceptance of such a resolution. 
My reasons are practically what have been set forth by some of the pre¬ 
vious speakers. T may, however, add one or two reasons of my own, 
and I would ask my friend, Babu Surendra Nath Mullick, to consider 
whether he would really be serving the public interest which he has so 
much at heart in pressing his resolution for a committee of inquiry. 
We all know that these committees, after they have finished their 
labours, send up a report which very generally does not meet with what 
is called publics approval. The personnel of the committee is objected 
to, the procedure that is adopted by the con^mittee is objected to, the 
conclusions arrived at by the committee, however earnest, however 
fair, however impartial, however supported by reasons, fail to carry con¬ 
viction with what we call the public at large) unless they are of a parti¬ 
cular type and of a particular character. Let us remember the fate ot 
the recommendations of that historical committee, the Hunter Com¬ 
mittee. That committee was appointed by Government in pursuance of 
a resolution passed at the Imperial Legislative Council, and what was 
the result of that committee? The committee had not had its sittings* 
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for more tlian a few days when it was decided by a resolution of the 
National Congress that they would have nothing to do with the com¬ 
mittee. I know something of the facts and I can say this much with¬ 
out breach of confidence that the feeling against that committee was so 
very strong that the members of the Congress Committee were given 
definite instructions not to examine persons who had given their evi¬ 
dence before the Hunter Committee. Now if an attitude like that is 
taken up by the people at large, is it possible for any committee, con¬ 
stituted by any careful selection, to carry on an investigation which wdll 
result in anything like success? Then, coming nearer home and to 
more recent events, w'hat has been the fate of what is called the Com¬ 
mittee of Inquiiy into the Kalighat Tragedy? The Committee has sub¬ 
mitted the report and I have seen in the papers nothing but denounce¬ 
ments. 


Bsbu 8URENDRA NATH MULLIGK* There w'as no committee in 
this matter. A judicial inquiry was only held. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ: I take it, Sir, that it was a sort of 
committee, just as there has been a committee over the incident at (’hand- 
pur, which has gone into this question. ,Now the position seems to be 
this. There has been a non-official committee in connection with the 
Chandpur incident: they have examined witnesses and Sir Henry 
Wheeler went there and also examined certain witnesses. We have 
got the case for prosecution; we have got the case for defence. The 
whole matter is before the public, the press, and the membei*s of this 
Council who have gone carefully into the matter and they are in a posi¬ 
tion to pronounce judgement. It is perfectly open to us to denounce 
or to condemn the action of Government if evidence justifies it. But 
what I tespectfully l)eg to submit is that no useful pvnqwse will be 
served by wasting time by going into it over and over again in order to 
ascertain facts about which there is no doubt. For these very simple 
reasons I opimse the appointment of a committee. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: The several resolutions which 
have just been moved fall into two categories. The majority, though 
differing from each other in points of detail, in the main request that an 
inquiry should be held, while the minority of one, is in a form which, 
as I understand it, merely wishes to place on record the views of those 
who hold that the official action taken in connection with the Chandpur 
incident was open in some respects to blame. .1 will refer to that resolu- 
.tion‘later, but will deal first with the more numerous resolutions which 
ask for a committee of inquiry. 

There is one point about them, and about remarks which we have 
heard in Council to-day, to which I would invite the attention of the 
Council. Running through these resolutions and the speeches of those 
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who have moved them and others, we have a constant recurrence of 
such words and epithets as^ “ alleged oppression," violence and out¬ 
rage," " conduct which requires to he punished," " alleged serious 
sufferings and grievances," " brutality," " cruelty " and " want of 
humanity." All these words have occurred frequently this afternoon. 
And do they not indicate that these resolutions, though in the guise of 
a request for an inquiry, really seek to justify through the medium of a 
committee conclusions which some members—some of whom may be 
put on the committee—^have already formed? It is not a request so 
much for an inquiry as a request for condemnation. 

Now, Sir, in order to fully understand this incident and to appreci¬ 
ate how it is that we have had some of the speeches to which we have 
listened this afternoon, it is necessary to study with some care the 
efforts which were made at the very outspt in a certain section of the 
press, and in a certain section of the public, to create in this connection 
an atmosphere of suspicion electrical with the wildest allegations of the 
acts which were supposed to have taken place. That I can prove, and 
1 propose to prove, by a few representative quotations showing the tactics 
which were adopted at the very beginning, while these tactics have been 
so far successful that a common idea prevails—and it has been reflected 
in the debate this afternoon—that some awful mystery exists as regards 
this Chandpur incident, and that some appalling outrages and ghastly 
cruelties were perpetiated, which the Government, for motives best 
known to themselves, are now seeking to conceal. Let us see how 
this impression was created, remembering that the dates of the occurrence 
were the 19th, and 20th May. We find in the Servant of'the 2l8t May:_ 

It is reported that some coolies in their attempt to board the steamer after the 
gangway had been removed fell into the river. 


The Amrita Bazar Patriha (our own correspondent) of the 23rd May 
had the following:— 


Mr. Macphorson, it is reported, went so far aa to kick some of the coolies over- 
towtkliato** desperate as they were, and they were about 


The local leader of Chandpur, Bahn Hardyal Nag, in a letter of the 
89th May to the same paper (7th June), repeated the rumour that some 
of the exiles were thrown overboard and drowned. I saw him on the 

evidence of coolies beihg drowned or 
kiUed. He eaid No." I aeked him-" Why, then, were'Moh 
reports communicated to the papers," and the only reply was—" I 
merely said it was rumoured." 

On the 21it May we have, the distinct statement Baba Hardyal 
Nag that the leaden ascertained the fact hy dear, and unimpeai^bls 
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evidence that the Gurkhas were ordered to beat the helpless and sleep¬ 
ing coolies. A most inhuman and merciless beating followed.’* The 
same gentleman, on the same day, writes in the Amrita Bazar 
Patrika : —- 

It is diflScult to count and examine all the wounds. Approximately the iinraber 
is one hundred. Many wounds are bayonet thrusts. Cases of fracture of bones, 
and lacerated wounds are also considerable. There are certain oases of broken limbs 
and contused wounds are numerous. The assault was perfectly unprovoked. 

. . .The coolies say some of their young ones are missing. . . .Dyerism is 
visible all round. 

** On the 23rd, we have the Chittagong Bar Association chipping in 
with a condemnation of the ’’ most inhuman and dastardly midnight 
attack on half-starved sleeping coolies ... an act of monstrous 
barbarity.” 

The Amrita Bazar Patrika (our own correspondent) on the 23rd 
May gives out— 

Then followed an incident which in brutality and cruelty may only be eclipsed 
by the Jallianwalla Bagh tragedy. 

On the 26th May the Amrita Bazar Patrika had the following quota¬ 
tion from the Herald correspondent;— 

Our reporter found a cooly woman-crying and asked her its cause. She said 
that when they were being driven away at night a Gurkha snatched her child from 
her arms and throw it into the river. 

On the 3l8t, the correspondent of the Amrita Bazar Patrika writes 
from Chittagong:— 

Strong rumour gained currency that Babu Cham Gopal Ghose, chief tranship¬ 
ment clerk at Chandpur, had been shot dead. At first the railway authorities offered 
to give facilities for travelling by special train to Chandpur to ascertain facts, but 
the offer was withdrawn immediately. This action of the railway authorities 
strengthened the public misgivings as to Charu Babu’s fate. 

Then on the 25th, we have a bright article in the Servant entitled 
“ Dyer and De,” while bn the 30th the same paper circulated a rumour 
that Abdul Majid, serang, had been kept under confinement and sent 
away. We have made some inquiries about this man and, so far as we 
can find out, he is on a visit to his friends. 

Tha Servant on the Slst reported a speaker as saying in a meeting 
at Wellington Square that “ Gurkhas marched over sleeping 
coolies,” while in the same issue it was reported as an item of news that 
” Babies have been kicked to death in the course of the Gurkha assault 
on sleeping coolies at Chandpur.” 

The papers nearest to. the spot carried on the same campaign. I 
will read an ''extract from the Tippera Hitaishi of the 25th May— 

* When on Thursday ni^t, as on other nights, the coolies attempted to board the 
ateamer, obstructions were put in their way. Then a great row occurred on the gang, 
way. As a result soine of the coolies fell down into the river. Some people say 
that they were kicked into the river. It is stated that some coolies were killed thus. 
The reserved police which toft from this place were, it is said, ordered to fire, but 
titey are said to have refused to open fire. 
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While passing on to the incident of the 20th May, the same paper 
says— 

Fourteen or fifteen coolies were said to be missing their children. Many people 
feared that as a result of the outrage, their children have been killed, and in order 
that the outrage might not be proved, they have been thrown into the river. One 
does not easily feel inclined to believe in such cruel and demoniac affair as of child¬ 
ren having been snatched away from the laps of their mothers and thrown into the 
river. Hut everybody is talking of it. A 60-year old women was so struck on the 
head that her skull broke and was driven inside. ’ . . A 10 or 12-year old girl has 

had her eye so perced by a bayonet that as a result of the blow it passed through the 
skull and came out on the other side. 

The Noakhali Samviilani of the 30th May was responsible for the 
statement— 

Nobody says that the coolies were shot. The report is that the unfortunate 
people were killed by thrust of the bayonet. The Magistrate has not said a word 
about this, and it may be inferred from this that he has suppressed its truth. 

Now Sir, I give these as typical instances (their number could 
easily be multiplied) substantiating my contention that in this matter 
there has been from the outset a deliberate attempt to convert what 
after all was an incident of minor disorder at an up-country station 
into a political weapon of far-reaching range. No effort has been 
omitted, maliciously and deliberately, to distort the incident and to 
cahimniate the officers of Government. 

What in fact actually occurred? Wo have a small up-country 
station at which, for reasons for which no officer of this Government 
was in any way responsible, an unusual iniiux of coolies from Assam 
occurred. They congregated at the station; chtdera broke out 
amongst them; and they had no means of their own of getting away. 
On the night of the I9th May, they attempted to rush the boats and 
successfully did so. While attempt.s were being made to put a stop 
to the disorder, the subdivisional officer was nearly assaulted and had 
to take refuge on the flat, drawing up the gangway in order to keep 
off the mob. On the next evening we have the same c.oolios congre¬ 
gated at the station, with more cases of cholera among them, and the 
authorities, finding themselves ^powerless to move them, with the men 
at their disposal, sent for reinforcements. The reinforcements arrived, 
and taking at most 20 men out of the 60, who had come by the 
steamer, the authorities proceeded to move the coolies out of the station 
premises. The majority of the coolies—about 3,000—went away 
of their own accord, but some refused to leave and force had to be used 
to them. A small number—sixteen—were produced belore me with 
marks of injuries upon them 10 days later. Taking the best evidence 
we can get from Ghandpur, the statement of the other side did not 
show more than 26 cases suffering from injuries of a moderate des- 
scription. 

That is. Sir, what actually occurreH, and it is on this that a sup^- 
structure of scandalous libel has been erected, culminating in the 
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requests this afternoon that an elaborate inquiry should be held, to 
judge between Government and its accusers. It will doubtless be 
asked what is the evidence on which I base my contentions. I will 
mention the main points. In the first place we have the evidence of 
Mr. Be, Mr. Wares, Mr. Sinha, Captain Shephard and Mr. Purcell, 
to say nothing of others. If there is any truth in these exaggerated 
statements that have been put up, some of which have been echoed 
this afternoon, the only conclusion is that these five gentlemen have 
deliberately lied. There is no other conclusion possible. I have here 
the statements of these five gentlemen, and I had anticipated that one 
of the requests put forward would be for their publication—a request 
which I will 1)6 quite prepared to comply with if it comes from any 
quarter. 

Secondly, the cardinal point which can be verified is the matter of 
wounds. When I was down there, I asked to see these wounded people. 
I saw 16 only, and as I have already said, the charges of drowning and 
killing were specifically withdrawn. I asked where were the broken 
limbs, and they replied that they must ask the doctors. I asked 
whether the doctors had any one then in their charge suffering from 
broken limbs, and I was told —“ No.” That was 10 days after this 
alleged occurrence, and I submit to any unprejudiced man that these 
facts are sufficient*proof that serious injuries amounting to broken limbs 
never occurred. 

Then as regards the constantly reiterated charge of the tise of 
bayonets. An interesting point, which I mentioned in my report, is 
that those who made that charge, in their anxiety to substantiate the 
details, mixed up the bayonets of the ordinary armed police with those 
of the military police, and specified a type of bayonet to which they 
were most accustomed, but which in fact was nothing resembling the 
bayonet carried by the military police. It is well known that 
Mr. Andrews has admitted that at any rate he saw no bayonet wounds 
—in itself, I think, sufficient evidence that no bayonet was used. The 
two or three wounds which were shown to me and alleged to have been 
inflicted by bayonets could not possibly, to my mind, have been so 
inflicted. That was also the opinion of Br. Batra who was with me. 
That being so, are we not justified in contending that the charge which 
has been put forward by the other side is absolutely unreliable, 
while on our side, we have witnesses of repute who have been corro¬ 
borated in the one main particular in which corroboration is possible. 

Apart, from that, what evidence is to be produced in a fredi inquiry— 
a point which has already been dealt with by Mr. Watson-Smyth? 
Into the conditions in Assam we cannot go, although the various 
allegations as to incidents there have largely coloured the'views taken 
by different people. As regards officials, as I have said, I have 
examined them and am quite prepared to produce their evidence. The 
coolies are scattered and are no longer to be found, and all thA remains 
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18 such tainted evidence as is produceable from the town of Chan^nT. 
I say tainted " deliberately on the basis of these newspaper accolt^s 
and statements of which I have quoted extracts, many of them havihg 
emanated from Babu Hardyal Nag who, before me, when asked about 
the curious permit system which he had initiated, said ** I am the sole 
leader and I take the whole responsibility.” If Babu Hardyal Nag 
is the sole leader in Cha'ndpur, and we have had examples of the kind 
of thing which Babu Hardyal Nag is prepared to say, what kind of 
evidence are we likely to get from the town of Chandpur? 

As various points of detail have been raised by speakers this after¬ 
noon, and as it has been alleged that these points have not been 
covered by my report, I will very briefly refer to the more important 
of them. 

* 

The point has been raised why were the Gurkhas ever brought to 
Chandpur at allP Why was not Mr. I>e content with the local police? 
And it is alleged that it has not been stated what strength of the 
latter he had at his dispo.sal. As a matter of fact, before the military 
police came from Dacca, Mr. De had 70 police at Chandpur, of whom 
22 were armed, and I put it to the Council that a force of that magnitude 
is not sufficient to cope with a crowd of 3,000 coolies who had 
shown by their conduct on the 19th that they were liable to niob sugges¬ 
tion culminating in riotous behaviour. It was on that account that 
Mr. De asked for reinforcements and 50 men of the military police 
were sent from Dacca. 

The next point raised is as to the use of bayonets. With that I 
have already dealt. Anotlier is the mystery with which Babu Surendra 
Nath Mullick has tried to surround the alleged putting out of the 
lights in the station at the time of the occurrence, his inference beiUg 
that the lights were deliberately put out by the order of the Govern¬ 
ment officers. What Mr. De said before me was that ” about this 
time the electric lights suddenly went out and flared up again and 
went on intermittently. I thought that the townspeople might hav^ 
interfered with them and so asked Mr. Sinha to mount a sentry to 
guard the plant.” Mr. De, in conversation with me, described th6 
electric lights as jumping up and down, as everyone must have seen 
electric lights occasionally do, and as the station master said these lights 
not infrequently did. If the insinuation is correct, that this was 
due to the action of the Government officers, I say that Mr. De, 
Mr. Sinha and Mr. Wares have told culpable and disgraceful lies. 

Another point raised, and I am not sorry to have to refer to it, 
is the mitotatement that Government ordered the steamer companies 
to stop all concessions. We have been asked by Babu Indu Bhushan 
Dutta to produce the letter in which, he thinks, a matter of this kind 
must necessarily have been dealt with. As a fact the instructions 
were not conveyed by letter but verbally by Mr, ]Dona!d. As is known, 
Messrs. I^nha and Wares commenced by sending off three batches 
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of^cooliesy partly at private and partly at Government expense, and 
tliey also entered into a formal a^eement with the steamer companies 
thai they would take 400 tickets a day. When we decided that it 
was not justifiable to repatriate these coolies at the cost of Govern¬ 
ment, Mr. Donald communicated that decision to the steamer com¬ 
panies, saying that concessions of free passages and special boats 
should not be given on the requisition of Government officers. The 
order went down to Chandpur to the local steamer agent, Mr. Rope, in 
a form which he admittedly misunderstood, and he gave Mr. Andrews 
to understand that it was the order of Government that no concession 
was to be given to anybody. When Mr. Andrews came to Dai’jeeling, 
I showed him all the papers and explained the circumstances to him. 
In fact he was actually sitting in my room when Mr. Donald’s wire 
came from Calcutta. Mr. Andrews then expressed himself satisfied that 
there had been a misunderstanding and repeated that statement later 
in a public meeting. 

Another point to which reference has been made this afternoon, 
and also in sections of the press, is the state of the ground to which 
it was sought to take the coolies. It has been represented to have 
been a water-logged area, and it has been cited as another instance of 
our inhumanity that the coolies should have been sent there. 

What are the facts? I will read a letter from Babu Hardyal Nag 
who said— 

Mr. De arrived here on the morning of the 19th May. The matter was discussed 
between me and the Commissioner. He asked me to bring the coolies to the town, 
but I told him this could not be done without consulting the town leaders, and 
accordingly an informal conference was held at the subdivisional officer’s bungalow in 
which it was settled the Commissioner would provide accommodation for the coolies 
somewhere outside the town, and tlio local leaders would feed the coolies as long as 
they would be here. 

Mr. Purcell, on the same incident, states:— 

The Commissioner decided to send for Hardyal Nag and wo saw him in the sub- 
divisional officer’s house about 0 a.m. I was present. Mr. De suggested that the 
coolies be housed in the two empty schools in the town and he would arrange sanitary 
arrangements and water. Hardyal said he could not decide himself but must consult 
his friends, and another meeting was fixed for 10.30 or 11. I was not present then. 
S returned to the subdivisional officer’s bungalow about 1 p.m, and asked the Com¬ 
missioner the result of the meeting. He said it has been decided to encamp the 
coolies on the football ground and I had been asked to wire to the Agent for per¬ 
mission. 

What does Mr. De say:— 

I saw the station was very insanitary and cholera had broken out, and spreading 
to the railway staff and was bound to spread to the town. Therefore I suggested 
moying the coolies into a camp. I suggested the Hussein AH Jubilee school ns being 
suitable at one end of the town. Akhil Babu came. All the local people objected, to 
bringing the coolies into the town and suggested the football ground. I tel^praphed 
to tire Ageiit a^ng his permission, and in the course of the day he agreed. In the 
course of the discussion the local people said several times that it would be very 
difficult to move the coolies, who would, not leave the station for fear they wotdd be 
sent back to the gardens. 


B 
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Therefore there is the evidence of three witnesses, one including 
the redoubtable Babu Hardyal Nag, which shows conclusively that the 
objection to the coolies being taken into the town came from " the 
townspeople, and that it was in agreement with them that the football 
field was selected* as a suitable place. That evidence has also an 
iotereating bearing on the insinuation, which we have heard several 
times this afternoon, that everything might have been well if only 
the townspeople had been asked to bring persuasion to bear upon the 
coolies. But here we have the townspeople admitting their difficulty 
in moving the coolies. It also has a bearing on the question that 
has been asked, “ Were the coolies ever told where to go?” I say 
that it is evident that for two or three days preceding the actual 
incident there was nothing else talked about in Chandpur except where 
these coolies should go and how best they could do so. 

The only other point to which 1 would allude in this connection 
is the question that' has been asked, ** Why did I bring into my report 
all the minor details about the quarrel with Dr. Batra?” I brought 
them into my report because the> were small details, and I should 
have brought them in all the more had they been smaller still. I 
thought it desirable, eminently desirable, that the public should be 
aware of the attitude adopted by these so-called local lenders, and how 
for the sake of personal jealotisy and pride they were sacrificing the 
welfare of the coolies which they said they had so much at heart. 

Well, Sir, I have now dealt as far as possible with the main facts 
and incidents of which mention has been made this afternoon, and I 
submit to the Council that this request for an inquiry is unjustifiable 
and unsustainable. It is not a case of our shrinking from the possible 
results of inquiry. We say that the facts have been fairly and 
squarely placed before the public, and we say that this request for an 
inquiry, whatever be the motives and intentions underlying it, can 
only result in exposing our officers to libellous attacks from the very 
persons whose actions have led to the disturbances on the 20th May. 
I ask the Council to try to picture what the present state of affairs in 
Chittagong is. At present there is serious disorder in parts of the 
Chittagong Division. We have there a small body of men doing their 
best to check it and to restore decent administration. Is the result 
of their efforts to be that they are the party which is to be put 6n 
their trial merely as the outcome of this incessant stream of libellous 
exaggeration which has been poured out by those who are responsible 
for these events? 

There remains the resolution of Mr. .Tatindra Nath Basu which, 
as I understand it, drops the question of inquiry, and so far I am 
glad to see lhat it is supported by several speakers this af^temoop. 
It concentrates on opinions which we all of course are entitled to huMt 
and it would indeed be a wonderful tlung if the' membera of ^ 



CHANDPUR INQUIRY. 


Id21.] 


m 


Goimcil here to-day had not formed fairly decided opinions one way or 
the other. 

Tli6 PRESIDENT: Your time is up. But I think that you may go 
on as the matter under discussion is an important one. I give you 
fifteen minutes more. 

Tho Hon'blo Sir HENRY WHEELER: The incident itself naturally 
evokes the sympathy and pity of everyone. Given the picture of these 
unfortunate coolies stranded, and undergoing all these hardships and 
misfortunes, with the fell disease of cholera among them, naturally 
the sympathies of all are with them, and as I have maintained before, 
under the subtle influence of this campaign of misrepresentation, it 
was not unnatural that many people thought that the fault lay with 
Government and that things might have been done otherwise. On such 
questions there will always be differences of opinion, and not altogether 
illegitimate differences of opinion. Although I should like to 
feel that I could convince Babu Jatiudra Nath Basu that his view of 
the facts is incorrect, yet I recognise at the same time that he has 
placed his view before us in a temperate and moderate speech, and I 
will therefore allude only to two fundamental matters of opinion which 
have attracted a considerable amount of attention. 

The first is this: “ Why did Government refuse to repatriate these 
coolies?” We have done our best to explain our position in our 
communique. In our view it was imimssible for us to intervene in 
this labour dispute in a manner which would have constituted direct 
intervention on one side. The difficulty that has arisen in Chandpur 
is one which might easily arise elsewhere. There are many other 
parts of the province in whic;h labour is employed that comes from 
outside. We know that nowadays disputes between employers and 
employed spring up with lightning rapidity. Is it to be the ;>osition 
of Government that if the employees in such cases proceed to the 
nearest railway station and say ” Here we remain until we are taken 
home at public expense,” that it should forthwith comply with the 
request. We consider that it would be imiwssible for us to assume 
that responsibility and that it would be grossly unfair to our succes¬ 
sors if we did so; We were therefore content to do all that we thought 
justifiable in the name of humanity and public health. We took 
medical precautions, and these precautions (I say this especially in 
view of constant misrepresentations) were not taken by me but by the 
Hon*ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea. The arrangements were made 
by him and all that could be done was done. In so far as that help 
was not fully utilised, it was solely due to the attitude of the non¬ 
co-operators in Chandpur. 

Another point about which much has been said, and it is the only 
other to which I will allude, is one which, I know, has troubled the 
minds of various members of this Council, and that is ” Why was 

B 2 



m 


CHANDPUE INQUIRY. 


[8th Jtot 


action taken at night P” I have also explained that in my report. I 
submit that there were reasonable grounds for the view taken by the 
local officers. They had had a serious disturbance the night before. 
There were serious inconveniences to passengers who were entitled to 
use the station at night. On that very night the passengers could only 
get to the trains by passing between lines of police. They had cholera 
springing up all round. They had the definite opinion of medical 
officers that it was necessary that the coolies should be removed from 
the station, and they feared tlie repetition on the 20th of the incidents 
of the 19th. It was on these grounds, Sir, that they decided, rather 
than to wait until the morning, to take action at once. Although I 
recognise that it is always possible to say afterwards that it would 
have been better to have waited till the next day, yet I submit to the 
Council, that on the merits of the case, the other view was not an 
unreasonable one. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: I rise to a point of order. 
The Hon'ble Member must not assume that Mr. De’s view is a correct 
one. 

The PRESIDENT: As the Hon'ble Sir Heniy Wheeler knows most 
of the facts, he is right in assuming it. 

The Hon*ble slr HENRY WHEELER: I am afraid I do not appre¬ 
ciate the relevancy of the inicrruption. I put it to the Council that 
so far as is practically possible at this stage and date, the facts of 
this incident have been fairly and frankly laid before the public, and 
in so far as the request for an inqhiiy is concerned, there is no ground 
for it. Further as regards the conduct of the officers concenied, I 
put it to the Council that it has been explained and reasons for it given. 
While it is too much to expect that, after what has happened in, 
connection with this incident, opinion will be unanimous as to the 
action of the local officers, yet 1 submit that it has been straight¬ 
forward, frank and reasonable, and based solely on their duty, as they 
saw it, of maintaining decent administration and order in the town 
of Chandpur. 

Mfi A, Di CORDON: I must oppose th® resolutions which are 
before the House that a cx)mmittee should be appointed to inquire into 
the recent unfortunate occurrence at the Chandpur railway station in 
connection with the tea garden labourers, who were induced to leave 
their employment by political agitators. 

We are indebted to the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler for the full 
report which has been published in the press on the circumstances con¬ 
nected with the f^air, and in my opinion there is ao reason or necessity 
for any further inquiry into the matter. I regret that Sir Henry Wheeler 
has been accused of being prejudiced, but nothing has been submitted 
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to substantiate that. The Hou'ble Member has dealt very thoroughly 
with the ejectment of the coolies from the railway station and, on care¬ 
ful perusal, his report clearly shows that far from any violence, the 
minimum force was used in moving the coolies. Cholera had broken 
out among them, and it was absolutely necessary in their own interests 
that they should be removed from the railway station to more suitable 
accommodation, and considering how the coolies, who had walked many 
miles, were deceived by the non-co-operation agitators, having been 
told that steamers and trains would be waiting at Chandpur to take 
them to their homes, one can easily imagine how reluctant they would 
be to leave the railway station, and wliat a difficult pjoposition was 
before the officials to effect their transfei*. In the circumstances, 1 am 
of opinion that the officials and the police worked with wonderful tact. 

Sir, if imm^iate steps are not taken to prevent political agitators 
interfering with labour, I am afraid there will be a repetition of the 
unfortunate events which occurred at Chandpur, and if the resolutions 
before the House are accepted, a very dangerous precedent will be 
created. As I have already stated, it is evident from Sir Henry Wheeler’s 
report that no violence was used at Chandpur, and it is (divious a com¬ 
mittee cannot be appointed to inquire into every instance where Gov¬ 
ernment or the police may have to take action in the public interest. 

If a resolution had been before the House to appoint a committee to 
inquire as to what steps can be taken to protect labour against political 
agitators, I am convinced it would have been welcomed by the Council, 
but a committee of inquiry, such as is now suggested, is neither neces¬ 
sary nor can it serve any useful purpose, and I therefore trust the 
resolutions will be rejected. 


Rfi JOGEHDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Many of my col- 
leagues have to-day pressed us that we .should appoint a committee of 
inquiry. I do wish very much that I could support them. I am satis¬ 
fied neither with the official report nor with the non-official report. The 
main facts are however very clear. 1 shall sxieak of them shortly alter. 

In the meantime I must say that, however much I may desire to 
support my friends for an inquiry, having regard to the present state 
of things in my country 1 will not, I cannot, in any conscience put up 
with this state of turmoil and unrest for any length of time. This tur¬ 
moil and strife continue rami)ant in all the countries of the w’orld just 
now. India is no exception. The people of this country have suffered 
a great deal from strikes, political agitation, depreciation;^ of the rupee 
and*high prices. I, for my part, shall be no party to the continuance 
of this spirit of unrest that is upon the face of the land. I know very 
well that the political agitation of Mahatma Gandhi and other 
patriotic gentlemen will lead us to further political rights in the near 
future; but I cMinot agree with all their methods. I cannot agree with 
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their policy of passive resistance, or with their doctorine of charhuA as 
the best means of attaining salvation. There is a very strenuous fight 
before ns. The first is the industrial fight: we have to compete with 
the European industrialists in their own methods. We must appre¬ 
ciate the fact that we are unable to defend ourselves against invadei-s, 
that there is a section of a community amongst ourselves who would 
like very much to impose their rule and religion upon us. I shall never 
for a moment agree that this spirit of unrest and continuous strife and 
irritation should remain in the land. I desire to work in peace for the 
iialvation of my country, and we require peace to work it out, and we 
shall work it out in Pax Britannica. 

This committee of inquiry will last, if appointed, for at least six 
months. It is possible that the non-co-operators, as at Amritsar, will 
refuse to give any evidence before it. It is possible they will oppoint 
a committee of their own consisting of leading Congiessuveu from all 
parts of the country to visit Chandpur and receive evidence. This will 
. lead to a state of great agitation and unrest. It is w ell known to every 
one of us that these strikes have been the cause of acute suffering on 
the part of the people of Bengal and we do not wish them to suffer any 
more. Our sufferings have been too great already. But saying all 
these I cannot ignore the fact that there has been great unwisdom dis¬ 
played by the Government in dealing with the coolies. On what ground 
can it be justified that the coolies had been turned out—^men, women, 
children and sick persons—of the shelter afforded them at night in 
the station yard into the roadside fields by Gurkhas with kicks Und 
cuffs? Whatever Sir Henry Wheeler may say, the public will never 
for a moment believe tliat no violence was used. He says that the 
word “ inhuman ” should not be used, and I put it to everybody 
here—Europeans as well as Indians—^to say whether it was at all human 
to act as the authorities did. Could they not wait for six hours more 
and let the sun rise and then do what they intended to do ? It was 
again the most unwise of acts not to transport tHe coolies at Govern¬ 
ment expense—at the country's expense. W® would have sanctioned 
the expense without demur. That would have prevented the coolies 
from dying of cholera by scores, and cholera would not have spread in 
the neighbourhood. The Government allowed the agitation to gather 
in volume and let the fire spread and become a conflagration. It was 
the most unwise of acts. They should have at once transported the 
coolies to Asansol and, like the stolen knave of our cardplay, let it go 
to the Bihar Government, but, instead of that, they kept them tiiere 
and let thmn die like so many rats and fleas. It was certainly a very 
inhuman act. 1 understand a lesson had to he taught to the coolies 
and the non-oo-operators. It is very easy to teach lessons to the weak: 

I know how lessons are taught to poor deluded boys who are arrested 
by scores, but you do not go near the strong and the powerful. .1 
cannot but condemn this teaching of lessons. 
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I have given my reasons why I cannot support the lesolutious about 
the appointment of a committee and why I think it better to accept and 
support the resolution of Babu Jatindra Nath Basil. 

It is in our power, to be sure, to pass a vote of censure ui)on the 
Government and to make it impossible—certainly it is in our power— 
but we want peace and do not like to have any more quarrelling with 
the Government. So I shall be content only with supporting the resolu-* 
tioh of Babu Jatindra Nath Basu. 

Mr. F. A. LARMOUR: I move that the question be now put. 

The PRESIDENT. There are such a large number of speakers that 
1 do not think that I should put the question at this stage. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I beg to ask a question. Is it possU 
ble to have an official copy of Sir Henry Wheeler’s statement made this 
afternoon? Some of us wish to speak on his report, and we wish to 
take the statement and the supplementary report which has been placed 
before the House. 

The PRESIDENT: I am afraid it may not be possible to do so. 

Adjournmeiit. 

The Council then adjourned till 3 r.M. on Monday, the 11th July, 
1921. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Monday,, the 11th July, 1921, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President, the Hon’ble the four Members of the 
Executive Council, the Hon'ble the three Ministers, and 108 nominated 
and elected members. 


Oath of allegiance. 

Mr. C. E. Beadel made an oath of his allegiance to the Crown. 


Starred questions 

(to which oral answws were 0 ven). 

Alleged breach of trust by the trustee to the estate of late Babu Shyama 
Gharan Sarkar, of Mamjuani, in Nadia. 

•XLVIl. Mr. 8 YED ERFAN ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minis¬ 
ter in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state whether 
any reference has been made to Government by the Collector of Nadia 
recommending action under section 93 of the Civil Procedure Code regard¬ 
ing the breach of a “ Public Trust ” by the trustees created by the will 
of the late Babu Shyama Charan Sarkar, of Mamjuani, in the district of 
NadiaP 

(6) If so, what action are the Government taking in the matter? 

(c) If the Government are not taking any action, wiU they be 
pleased to state the reasons for not doing so? 

MINISTER in Charge Of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Ml*! P. C. Mitter) ; (a) The answer is in the affirmative, except 
that the trutst was created by the will of the late Babu Dina Nath Sarkar 
and not Shyama Charan Sarkar. 

(&) and (o) Government have decided that the collector can institute 
the suit and that no sanction of Government is necessary. It is reported 
that the suit will be instituted shortly by the Collector. 
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*XLVIIi. Mr. 8YEO ERFAN ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government he 
pleased to state— "• 

, , (t) what is the population within the Calcutta municipal area; 

(it) the number of Hindus, Mussalmans and Christians within the 
said area„ an^ their resiJective proportion to the whole 
population; 

(in) the total number of employees (excluding menials) serving in 
the permanent staff of the Calcutta Municipality, stating 
their appointments, period of services, salaries and their 
sects; 

(iv) the number of menials employed permanently, stating the date 
of their appointments, period of services, salaries and their 
sects; 

(v) the amount of money spent annually in payment of wages of 

the Hindus, Mussalmans and Christians, and their propor¬ 
tion to each other; and 

(vi) the total number of Commissioners of the Calcutta Municipality 

showing the number of Hindus, Mussalmans and Christians, 
elected and nominated. 

(Zi) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether tlie 
Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation had any liand in the recent sehuv 
tion of nominated Commissioners? 

(c) If not, on whose recommendations were the nominations made? 


MINISTER in. charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hbn’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) (i) The 

census figures are:—1911—861,501; 1921—881,402. 

(ii) The figures are:—1911—Hindus: 594,471 or 69 per cent.; 
Muhammadans; 220,647 or 25 per cent.; Christians: 36,510 or 4 per cent.; 
1921—^Figures are not yet available. 

(m) A copy* of the annual list of officers, and establishment of the 
Corporation is laid on the library table. Information as to the religious 
sects of the employees is not available and Government do not propose 
to call for it. 

(ii;) and (i;) The information is not available and cOuld ‘hot be fur- 
nisl^ without undue labour and expenditure. 

(i;i) The total is 60. The details are as follows:—Elected; 26 viz., 
23 Hindus and 2 Jews. Appointed by the Chamber of Commerce, 4; 


* Not printed in these proceedingg. 
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Calctiita Trades Association, 4 (all Christians); Port Commissioners, 2 
(1 Hindu and 1 Christian); Government, 15 (5 Hindus, 3 Muhammadans, 
H Cbirstians and 1 Parsee). 

(b) The answer is in the negative. 

(c) Nominations were not called for. 


Cotton growing in Bongal, 

* XLIX. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agric\ilture and 
Industries aware that Buri-Kapns (a kind of cotton found in the Santhal 
Parganas) is capable of improvement, the experiment of which was 
started by Mr. Oldham, when he was Director of Agriculture, hut sub¬ 
sequently the project fell through on account of his transfer? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state— 

(t) whether it is in the contemplation of the Government to chemi¬ 
cally test the soil of the districts of Bengal to ascertain its 
suitability for the growing of cotton; and 

(it) whether the Government are ready to provide facilities for the 
growing of cotton? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyief Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur) : (a) The member is referred to page 6 of the Agricul¬ 
tural Department bulletin No. 1 of 1921 on cotton, a-copy of which is 
laid on the library table. ; 

(5) (t) Soils from different parts of BengaLare ^ing analysed in the 
ordinary course of routine. The chemical constituents of the soil have 
comparatively little influence on the growth of cotton, and the climate 
and physical texture of the soil are far more important factors. 

(ii) Instructions have been issued to agricultural officers to advise 
intending growers to cultivate cotton as single bushes or hedges on. 
raised lands close to their houses. Cotton-seeds have been supplied 
where wanted. 


Expenditure on the Department of Industries. 

«L. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INGH ROY Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state the actual monthly expenses incurred, item by" item 
for the Department o( Industries P 
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TN Hofi’We the Nawab8AIYID NAWAB Atl BHAUDHURI, Khan 
Bahadurs A statement of the expenses for the year 1920-21 is given 
below;— 


Uonttui. 


SBlarioi. 


Rstablishpiciit. 

Atlowancos, 

CiintinirenclM. 


i 

i 

Ra. 

A. 

p. 

Rs. 

A. 

1’. 

Rs. 

A. 

r. 

Ra. 

A. 

p. 

1920. 

i 

<■ 












‘fiil 

• «« 

2,£W 

0 

0 

2,110 

7 

1 

76J 

4 

6 

192 

10 

9 


««• 

2,50U 

0 

0 

2,088 

15 

7 

647 

13 

6 

3,896 

0 

6 

J’ ' 

• • 

2,5ii0 

0 

0 

2,120 

6 

n 

284 

7 

11 

3,989 

13 

9 

Ji.iy 


2,500 

0 

0 

3,977 

15 

10 

634 

4 

5 

6,302 

3 

3 

A H i'list 


4 001 

16 

8 

3.023 

5 

5 

489 

4 

0 

5,301 

0 

6 

Stjptcinber 


»,000 

0 

0 

4,281 

3 

2 

581 

13 

4 

3,936 

7 

7 

October 

... 

4 000 

0 

0 

3,981 

. 6 

4 

.577 

15 

10 

6,667 

1 

5 

November 

• •• 

5,060 

0 

0 

6,988 

7. 

1 

859 

7 

3 

4,486 

14 

10 

December 

• •• 

5,490 

0 

0 

6,925 

15 

1 

8 

499 

7 

5 

8,083 

0 

7 

rJ2i 


1 



1 









January 

«• • 

7,5;)0 

0 

0 

9,155 

6 

4 

1.443 

12 

2 

26,466 

8 

U 

February 


7,350 

0 

0 

9,780 

7 

11 

2.184 

14 

I 

16,629 

r 

V 

0 

March 

• •• 

8,06$ 

5 

7 

10,385 

9 

10 

2.647 

11 

8 

53,634 

9 

4 


Partition schemes and expenditure thereon. 

* LI. Babu DEVENDRA LAL KHAN; (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of the Political De][>artmcnt be pleased to state— 

(i) the probable expenditure that will have to be incurred in effect¬ 

ing the completion of the scheme of partition; 

(ii) the amount of money that has hitherto beeri spent in this con¬ 

nection; and 

(m) the actual progress of work that has been made?. 

(6) Will the Hoi^’ble the Member be pleased to state the adminis¬ 
trative reasons that led Government to the adoption of the scheme of 
partition? 

MEMBER in charge off POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler): (a) (t) The estimated cost of land, buildings and 
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works in connection with the partition of the Midnapore district is 
Ea. 27,11,826. This is for the complete equipment of the district; it 
will be possible to start the district without the completion of all these 
works. 

(n) The amount of money actually paid out by the 15th of March 
last was in round figures Rs. 8,26,000 and bills for work done amount¬ 
ing to Rs. 1,47,000 were due. The amount spent was, therefore, 
Rs. 9,73,000. Further, the work being in progress contracts for large 
sums are in force, the cost of terminating whi^ would amount to 
several lakhs of inipees. 

(iii) The buildings at Jhargram will be ready shortly. Most of the 
principal buildings at Hijli are expected to be completed by the middle 
of next November. 

(&) The reasons are stated in the published Government resolutions 
No. 6072 P. of the 7th July, 1913, and No. 1156 P. of the 26th Janu¬ 
ary, 1916. 


Unstarred questions 

(answers to which ware laid on the table). 

Pirojpiir Municipality and its income and expenditure. 

213. Mauivi' AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Fiocal Self-Government be 
iileased to state— 

(t) whether there is or are any A'illage or villages, besides the head¬ 
quarters, xinder the Pirojpur Municipality in the district of 
Bakarganj; 

(it) if so, what is the population of each such village, and how much 
does the municipality receive from them as tax; 

(iii) how much does the, municipality receive fiom the head¬ 
quarters; and 

{tv) what benefits have the villagers outside headquarters received 
from the municipality during the la.st ten years? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state separately 
the total income of the said municipality from the heodquartei’s, and 
from the villages, and the expenditure for the headquarters and for the 
villages, during the last ten years, giving a brief list of income and 
expenditure for every year ? 

The Hoifblo Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEAs (a) (t) Yes; 
there are 24 villages. 

(n) A statement (No. 1) is laid on the table. 

(m) Bs. 4,440 on the average. 
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(iv) The xminicipality incurs on the average an annual expendi¬ 
ture' of Bs. 3,600 on the follo'wing heads, the ])enefit of wlut;h is enjoyed 
equally by the town and the village population:— 

(1) Establishment and printing. Provident Fund contribution, 

etc.—^Bs. 1,941. 

(2) Charitable dispensary and vaccination—Bs. 1,234. 

(3) Veterinary, Education, Contribution to Pasteur Institute, 

etc.—^Bs. ^5. 

An annual expenditure of Bs. 1,473, on the average, is incurred by 
the municipality in the maintenance of 80 light jwsts, twenty of which 
are in the village area. There are 12 municipal roads in the village 
area which are maintained by the municipality at a cost of Bs. 375 per 
annum. During the last ten years three reserved tanks were excavated 
in the village area out of the municipal fund and they are being main¬ 
tained by the municipality. • 

An indirect benefit which the villages derive from being included 
within the municipality is the exemption from road and public work 
cesses and from the chaukidari tax. 

(fj) A statement (No. II) is laid on the table. Separate figures for 
expenditure for the headquarters and the villages are not available. 

Statement I referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 21S («). 

Statement showing the population of villages comprised in the Perojpiir Municipality 
ard the average annual income derived from them from taxation for the Inst ten 
years. 


Number. 

Name of vtltege. 


Fopnlation. 

Arersgo Income from 
tax. 






Ks. 

1 

Perojpur 


• •• 

681 

165 

2 

Masimpur 

• • ■ 

• • • 

557 

168 

3 

Kiishnagore ... 

• • • 

• •• 

513 

162 

4 

Kharnkata 

««* 

• •• 

97 

31 

5 

Shikarpur 

• • • 

■ • • 

728 

246 

6 

Rajganj Hat ... 

• • • 

• •• 

241 • 

165 

7 

Khumaria ... 

a«a 

• •• 

326 

67 

8 

Satrajitpur ..." 

• •• 

« « • 

13 

3 

9 

Huktarkati ... 

••• 

• •• 

26.3 

73 

10 

Jhatokati 

• • • 

« 

s •• 

987 

811 

11 

Alamkati 

• •• 

• •• 

592 

148 

12 

.Brahmankati 

• •• 

• •• 

692 

144 

13 

Banbari 

a »• 

• •• 

411 

96 

.14 

Rairkati 


• •• 

776 

507 

15 

Raichooh 

• •• 

• •• 

199 

146 

16 

Mulgram ... 

• •• 

• •• 

438 

109 
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Nam« ot village. 

V 

Fofmlation. 

Average income from 
tax. . 





Rg. 

17 

Odhatikuti 


882 

208 

18 

Kiimarkhnli ... 

• •• 

609 

152 

19 

Chhota Khalishakliali 

• « » 

176 

43 

20 

Um Klialislia Khali 

• »• 

495 

143 

21 

Nanikhali 

e •• 

692 

109 

22 

Lakhakati 

• • • 

532 

142 

23 

Char Lakliakati 

. . « 

224 

37 

24 

Ilularliat ... 

• a « 

236 

96 


Total 

• • • 


3,520 


Statement 11 referred to in the repljf to unstarred question No. 213 (6). 


StHteiiient »howi(ig tliu incotno from tlio lieaijciuartcrs and the villageii iiicludod in (he 
Perojpnr Miiuicipnlity for tlie last ten years. 


Yhab. 

ISi'OMK FKOM THK HH « OgC A RTKItS. 

Income from 
villages from 
taxation only. 

Total income 
of the 

municipality. 

Income from 
taxation. 

Otlier miscella¬ 
neous receipts. 

Total. 


R». A. e. 

Ufl. A. V, 

Bb. a. i>. 

Rs. A. P. 

Bs. A. P. 

1911.12 ... 

4,087 3 G 

2,082 6 0 

6,119 9 6 

.3,271 7 3 

9,391 0 9 

1912-13 ... 

4,209 7 0 

6,137 7 1 

9,316 11 1 

8,417 8 6 

12,764 1 7 

1913-14 ... 

4,833 2 3 

3,610 13 9 

7,914 0 0 

3,348 2 0 

11,292 2 0 

1914-15 ... 

4,310 8 6 

?,419 12 9 

6,760 6 3 

3,329 11 6 

10,090 0 9 

1915-16 ... 

4,429 13 6 

4,798 3 6 

9,228 0 0 

3,810 10 8 

18,088 10 8 

1916-17 ... 

6,172 1 3 

2,519 12 6 

7,691 13 9 

8,245 4 3 

10,987 2 0 

1917-18 ... 

4,856 16 3 

2,799 10 10 

7,166 10 1 

3,635 3 6 

10,791 18 7 

1918-19 ... 

4,693 2 9 

3,606 7 9 

8,099 10 0 

.1,682 7 0 

11,782 1 0 

1919-20 ... 

4,667 16 8 

3,193 13 9 

7,761 18 0 

3,534 6 9 

11,846 2 9 

1920-21 ... 

4,338 2 3 

2,859 1.5 5 

7,698 1 8 

3,649 1) 6 

11,247 12 2 


Hill Journey of Mr. k. McLean; officiating fibre expert. 


214. Babu BHABENDRA CHANDRA RAY: (a) Will tlie Hon’ble 
the Minister in charj^e of the Deiwrtment of AjjricuUviro end Industries 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that Mr. K. Mcliean, the officia¬ 
ting Fibre Expert, went to Kalimpoug immediately after taking over 
charge of the fibre expert’s office at Dacca? 
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(h) Will th« Hon’ble the Ij^nister be pleased to state the number 
oi days Mr. McLean has been in ^e hills durinff the last two months? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minuter be pleased to stale the nature 
and urgency of the work that is being done by him in the hills in 
preference to the jute work in the plains ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (n) Yes. 

(6) Thirty days. 

(c) The officers of the Indian Agricultural rtervic.e holding appoint¬ 
ments in Bengal are allowed a recess in the liills for a month in each 
year, provided that they defray their own travelling ex^Hmses and that 
no expenditure of any kind is imijosed on Government. Mr. McLean 
carried on his ordinary work from the hills, and the I’est of his work was 
in charge of hi.s staff at Dacca. He was given permission to enjoy this 
recess as he was in indifferent health at the time. 


Supply of kataktara ** aus paddy seeds of Chineura Farm through 

Messrs. Sutton & Sons. 

# 

215. Babu BHABENDRA CHANDRA RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agricultnre and Industries 
bo pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Deputy Director of Agri¬ 
culture, Western Circle, sold the kataktara aus paddy seeds produced 
in the Chinsura Farm to Messrs. Sutton & Sons at lls. 4-8 i)er maund, 
and that these seeds w’ere supplied at his instance by Messrs. Sutton & 
Sons to iwivate parties, who paid for the same seeds at Bs. G ijer maund? 

(6) If so, what M'as the idea underlying this roundabout transaction ? 

The Hon’blo the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) The answer is in the negative. 

(6) This question does not arise. 

District bpards expenditure on tanks. 

216. Babu BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURI: Will 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to make a statement showing:— 

(a) the new tanks excavated; 

^ (b) old tanks re-excavated; and 
(c) the amount spent thereon 

by the different di.strict boards in the presidency in 1020-21? 

The Hoii*ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERilEA: A statement is 
laid on the table. 
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Statement of tanks excavated and re-excavated 

mrict hmrd, during a. gear ItSO-sl, r./Jr^fZ'lh! *■* 
unstarred question No. 216. r- ■' ^ to 


NanitM 0/ 
Dlstilct lioftrdii 


i* BurdwHQ 
*• Blrbhnin 
3. Baokura 
MIdiiapore 

S. Booghlf 
8. Howrah 
J- S*-ParKanas 
8" Nadia 
>• Matahldab»d 
18t Joaiore 

Khulua 
i3. Dacca 

13. Mynionslnfrh 
U. Farldjmr 
1». Biik.riiriinJ 

Id. (Jltittagoufir 
I?. Tippera 
18. Noakliall 

13. Rajahabl 

20. Bluajpnr 
31. Jalpaljiiiri 
“S. Ran^nr ’’ 

53. Boffra 

54. Pabna 

33. tfalda ... . 


* ifi'Tli «“">■ 

pleted durioA the year 
at a coat of Be. 7,086. 


Be. 7,733-0-3 were spent 
on siukln* and re¬ 
pairing weUs. 



t 5'or both excarnUoD 
and re-cxca ration. 


t For both excaratlon 
and re-exoaratlon. 

Bight wells were also 
sunk. 


Be. 16,743 were spent 
on sinking 14 masonry 
wells and 3 ring well*. 


Xhe district water 
wpply schime in- 
oludes matnly the 
sinking of wells. 

I For both egoaratlon 
and te.«goaraUon. 


Decrease ol poputaUcn In Murehidabad distrist. 

terr/'oCS ^ 

to ctete the totol docroa*, aa well aa Z ^ 

tte laa. tec yeara Ic the PopcUtloc^rS 
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(h) Has the Hon’ble the Minister ascerta^ied the causes of this 
decrease P 

(c) Has the Hon’ble the Minister been informed that the following 
causes, among others, are responsible for the reduction on the popula> 
tion of the district, viz.;— 

(t) the extreme poverty of the tenantry; 

(it) the silting up of the Bhagirathi, the Bhairab and the Jellsingi; 

(tit) the heavy rate of interest charged by the vuthajuns, which 
impoverishes the tenantry; 

(tv) the realization of abwabs by some of the landlords; 

(v) the heavy costs of litigation; and 

(vi) the want of pure drinking water and the pretience of filthy 
tanks and of jungles P 

The Hon'bto Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Accord¬ 
ing to the recent census figures the population has decrca.scd from 
1,372,274 to 1,244,207, or by 93 per thousand. 

(6) and (c) The causes of the decline will be dealt with by the 
Census Superintendent in his Census Report, and I am not in a position 
to anticipate his conclusions. 


Monthly roturn of cases disposed of and adverse remarks thereon. 

218. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to say whether the Gov¬ 
ernment are considering the desirability, in consultation with the High 
Court, of abrogating the rule which requires the submission of statisti¬ 
cal returns by Subordinate Judges and Munsifs to District Judges at 
the end of each month P 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether 
adverse remarks regarding the quantity of work done by a Miinsif or 
a Subordinate Judge pa’s^ by the District Judge on the quarterly 
returns which are submitted to the High Court are communicated to the 
officer concerned P 

MEMBER in Miirgt of dUDICIAI. DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

8ir^Abd>lir-Rlhim)l (a) No such proposal is^under consideration. 

(b) Adverse remarks such as are referred to in the question are 
communicated, when considered necessary, by the District Judges 
themselves to the officers concerned; when eyplanations are required 
they are again dealt Irith the Court. 
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Number of oases disposed of forming a criterion of ability. 


219. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in cluirge of the Appointment Deixtrtment he pleased to say whether it 
is a fact that the number of cases which a Miinsif or a subordinate judge 
<;an dispose of, quite irrespective of quality, is taken as the criterion of 
his ability at the time of promoting him to a listed post? 

(h) If so, are the Government considering the desirability, in con¬ 
sultation with the High Court, of abrogating any such rule? 

(c) Ta the Hon’ble the Member aware of the fact that the tendency 
,of disi>osing of cases (piickly causes constant friction and unpleasant¬ 
ness between the Bench arid the'Bar in the mufassal? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hoii*ble Sir Henry Wheeler): («) and (&) The quality of an officer’s 
work is the main consideration. As between offi(;ers doing work of 
equal merit, consistent and unexplained deficiency in quality is an ele¬ 
ment necessarily taken into account. 

(c) The question is too general to permit of repli'. 


Members of the Calcutta Corporation and safeguard of the unrepresented 

interest. 

220. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state the number of elected and nominated members of the Calcutta 
Corporation from different communities during the last three terms of 
office and in the present term ? 

(6) Has the principle of safeguarding the interests of communitiea 
not adequately represented by election in local self-governing bodies 
been obseiwed in the cose of the present nomination? If not, why not? 

The Hon'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) A state¬ 
ment is laid on the table. 

(b) Appointments by Government to the Calcutta Corporation have 
not hitherto been made according to definite principles such as are 
observed in the case of appointments to mufassal municipalities. ' -1 
]»roiH)se to rectify this state of things. It is proi»sed to make pi'ovision' 
in the Calcutta Municipal Bill, which I.hope to introduce this year, for 
the reservation of a fixed number of .seats for the^hCuhammadans in 
accordance with these principles. It may be pointed out in this con¬ 
nection that though 46 candidates appearad at the . last general electioii 
of the Corporation, thete was not a single Muhammadan candidate, 
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Statement of elected and nominated Gommhaionera^ Calcutta Corpora¬ 
tion, from different communiliea from 1913, referred to in the 
reply to unatarred question No. 230. 



iiiuiin.. 1 

MnliAm- 

tnaitaiw. 

Chrl.tiAn'i 1 
(Kuro|K-Hii). 

1 1 

•low. or 
Arini'nUnei. 

PatHifi. 

TotnI. 

( ISIcctcd 

1912 ...< 

20(a) 

1 

10 

4(c) 

• • t 

35 

V Nominated 

4 

4 

6 

1 

• •• 

1 

15 

/ Elected 

22(a) 


10 

3 

• • « 

35 

1915 






V Norninnied 

3 

5 

6 


1 

15 

«* 

( Elected 

20 (a) 

1 

12 

2 

• •• 

35 , 

1918 ... < 






V Nominated 

5 

4 

5 

• •• 

1 

15 

( Eieclcd ... 

24 (a) 

• • • 

9 

2 

• •• 

35 

1921 ...] 






1 Nominated 

5 

3 

6 (/>) 


1 

15 


(a) looluiles Rnjailieshce Onse Law, n.i.B., nominated b; the Port i^ommiiMloDor*. 
(&) lucludea Itovd. B. A. Nag- 
(«) Inoludea one Armeuian, 


Charges on police court buildings in Calcutta. 

221. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Will the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Depaitment be pleased to lay on the 
table a atatement' showing ye#r by year— 

(i) recurring; and ' 

(it) non-recurring charges, 

incurred in the Calcutta police courts, between 1913 and 1920— 

(1) in the shajxs of additions, and alterations, repairs, electric fit¬ 

tings, telephonic installations, sanitary plumbing works, in 
the Jorabagan, Kyd Street, Bankshall Street and juvenile 
courts buildings in Calcutta; 

(2) in the shape of furniture and eqniimient of these courts; and 

(3) any other item? 

% 

The Hon’ble Sir ABO-UR-RAHIM: A statement as regards the 
juvenile court is laid on the table. For. the statement in respect of the 
other police courts, the member is referred to the answer to his un starred 
question No! 24 (6) (2) ^t)j (it) and (nt) given on 4th July, 1921, 

c2 
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Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question Ko, 221. 

4uvonlla Coui*t. 


Racnrrtag Non'Mciirrliut Any otbar 

chargei. cluirgei. Item. 

U). (I). til) v>) <i) nod Ul). (a). 





Rb. 

Rb. 

Bs. 

1913-14 

eee 

• •e 

Nit 

Nil 

Nil 

1914-15 

eee 

eee 

54 

6,503 

Nil 

1915-16 

see 

■ ee 

154 

Nil 

Nil 

1916-17 

• • • 

eee 

58 

Nit 

Nil 

1917-18 

• • ■ 

eee 

84 

Nil 

Nil 

1918-19 

eee 

... 

59 

Nil 

Nil 

1919-20 

eee 

eee 

84 

Nil 

NM 

1920-21 

■ t • 

eee 

132 

Nil 

Nil 


Expenditure on furniture and eqnipmoot U noii'recurring, wliilo expenditure for additions and Salteratlons 
is recurring. 


Tannin manufacture. 

222. Rai MAHENDRA' CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will 
the ICon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state whether an expert was deputed to inves¬ 
tigate and experiment on tannin-producing barks and report on the feas¬ 
ibility or otherwise of manufacturing tannin from forest products on 
commercial lines? 

(ft) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether 
the exi)ert has completed his labours and w'hat has been the final result 
of his investigation and experiment? 

. (e) Is any systematic investigation going on at present tqi make 
proper use of forest product in Bengal ? 

(d) Are medicinal plants obtainable in Bengal forests comprised in 
the programme of investigation and experiment? 

The JHon'ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Mr. J. A. Pilgrim, Tannin Expert to the Govern¬ 
ment of India, was placed on deputation under the Goveniment of Bengal 
for the purpose of investigating the possibilities of the manufacture of 
iannin extracts from the mangroves in the Sunderbans. 

(ft) Mr. Pilgrim has concluded his investigations, the result of 
which have been emliodied in his report, a copy* of which is placed 
on the library table! Further investigation in the matter is being 
carried on by the research chemist, Calcutta research tannery. 

(c) No. 

(fO No. 


* Not printed in these proceedings. 
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223. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture anil 
Industries be pleased to state the policy or principle on which divisional, 
district and mufassal (rural) agricultural demonstration farms are opened 
and worked P 

(6) Is there a scheme before the Government for opening a divisional 
agricultural demonstration farm for the Presidency Division? 

, (c) Is it a fact that there is a proposal for opening a district demon¬ 

stration farm at Baraset at considerable cost? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that Baraset, is a particularly 
unhealthy place and is considered as unsuitable for the purjtoseP 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Minister considering the question of open¬ 
ing a divisional demonstration farm for the Presidency Division in a 
suitable, central, and healthy locality within the division which will 
have both the purpose of a divisional as w'ell as of a district ? 

The Hon’Me the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Under the present scheme each division will be 
eventually provided with a central experimental station and each district 
in the division will ultimately have its own demonstration and seed 
farms, which will be used to test, under the conditions of that parti¬ 
cular district, the results of the experiments which have been success¬ 
fully carried out at the central experimental farm. The district farms 
will constitute a centre, on which the whole agricultural iinprovemeni 
of the district will be based. It will serve as a tmining centre and as 
a depot for the supply of improved seeds, manures, etc. Steps will .also 
be taken to establish private farms through the agencies of k/ia.* vmhdl 
estates. Court of Wards, zamindars, village union committees and 
agricultural associations' for the propagation of pure seed ami other 
demonstration work. 

(6) The matter is being considered, but is in abeyance for lack of 
funds. 

(c) Tes, but the proposal has not yet been finally accepted. 

(d) Although Baraset is malarious, the site has been selected with 
the approval of a site committee, consisting of tke Collector, Vice- 
Chairman, District Board, Executive Engineer and Civil Surgeon. 

(c) The matter is still under consideration, and a search for a suit¬ 
able situation is being made. 

Sugar from palm trees. 

224. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
aware that there is a large number of palm-trees in the districts of Jessore 
and Khulna? 
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(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of training the 
I>eop]e, through experts, to utilize such trees for the manufacture of 
sugar? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHUR|, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Yes. 

(h) The member is referred .to the reply to starred question 
No. XXXIV asked by llai Tiulit Mohan Singh Iloy Bahadur at this 
Council meeting. 


Water-supply in Calcutta. 

225. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH SARKAR: (a) Will the Hon’bk 
the Minister in charge of the Uepariinent of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to say what is the total amount of exi>ense incurred by the 
Corporation of Calcutta in procuring the meters for measuring water am! 
the total number of su<;h meters, and what is the annual exi^juse foi 
reiKiiring or rei>laeing the meters, if any r 

(6) What is the annual expense for the maintenamte of the staff foi' 
the purimse of fixing, cleaning and reading the meters in Calcutta? 

(c) What is the annual expense for the maintenance of the staff in 
the department of water works of the Coiporation cf Calcutta, except 
the staff employed at the Tala pumping station at Falta and at the 
Workshop at Entally ? 

(f/) What is the annual income derived from the late-payers by the 
exces.s water-supply from the reading of meters ? 

(e) What is the estimated percentage of loss of filtered water duo to 
leakage in pipes ? 

(/) Who is responsible for this loss ? 

(g) What steps are taken to put a stop to this loss? 

(/i) What should be the pressure of filtered water-supply which the 
Corporation of Calcutta is hound to keep and the time during which 
the supply is to be kept open under the Act ? 

(i) What is the normal pressure and what is the time during which 
tlie supply IS kept open now P 

{}) What is the cause of the scanty supply of unfiltered water for 
the last few weeks ? 

(k) If it is due to any defect, why was the defect not remedied before¬ 
hand ? 

(0 What steps are being taken against the officers in charge of this 
Department for this apparent neglect of duty ? 

The Hoifble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The total 
number of meters at present owned ..by the Corporation is 4,08G. The 
cost of these meters is not recorded in any readily available form and 
it would take much time and labour to ascertain it. The ju’esent 
annual cost of repairing and replacing the meters is Ks, 38,272. 
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(b) ' Es. 8,868. 

(c) Rs. 3,47,210. 

(d) The average annual income for the last three years is Rs. 12,945. 

(e) About 2-6 per cent. 

(/) Such loss is unavoidable in any distribution system. 

(ff) The loss by leakage is kept down as far as possible.by regular 
inspection. Calcutta is divided into 262 waste water districts, in all 
of which the work of checking waste is earned on. 

(h) The Calcutta, Municipal Act provides that a continuous supply 
should be maintained and the minimum pressure is fixed,at 40 feet. 

(i) The average pressjure of filtered water is 33*G feet in the morning 
and 31‘3 feet in the afternoon. The pressure is maintained from 6 a.m. 
to 10 A.M., and from 3 i’.m. to 6 p.m., but the afternoon supply has 
recently been extended to 7 p.m. 

(;) The engines at both the unfiltered water pumping stations are 
old, and i>artial breakdowns are not infrequent. On the 15th .Tune three 
engines out of four at Mullick’s Ghat pumping station broke down at 
the same time. 

(k) The dUects cannot be remedied before they become aiJt>arent. 

(/) It is not admitted that there haa been negh’ct ot duly on the 
part of the offices of the Department. 


Muhanimatlaii oommi^ioners and voters in Calcutta 

municipal wards. 

226. Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: (n) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state— 

(t) the number of wards into which the Calcutta Municipality is 
divided; 

(it) the number of Muhammadan votes in each ward of the Muni¬ 
cipality, and the number and denomination of votes in each 
. ward of the Municipality; 

(Hi) the number of elected and nominated Muhammadan municipal 
commissioners in the Municipality during the last ten years; 

(iv) the number of elected and nominated Muhammadan municipal 
commissioners of the Municipality this year? 

(b) What is the reason for the nomination of only three municipal 
commissioners on the present occasion ? 

The HoiYble Sir 8URENORA NATH BANERJEA: (a) (i) Twenty- 
fire. 

(it) A statement is laid on the table showing for each ward the total 
number of voters and of votes and the number of . Muhammadan voters. 
It will be seen from the statement that the number of Muhammadan 
voters was 5,008 out of a total of 491,060 voters. Statistics of the 
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riish’ibution of Muhammadan votes by vrards, and also ol the number 
of votes and voters belonging to each religious community in each ward 
are not available. 

(m) A statement is laid on the table. 

(tv) No Muhammadans stood for election: three were appointed by 
Government. 

(h) The member is referred to the reply given to clause (b) of 

unstarred question No. 220 by Maulvi Fazlal Earim. 

«( 

Statement showing for each ward of the Calcutta Municipality the 
number of voles and voters and the number of Muhammadan voters 
referred to in the reply to unslarred question No. 826 (»t)i 


Ward 

Total No. 
of 

voten. 

Total No. 
of 

Totea. 

Total No. of 
Utthammadai 
rolen. 

1 

3,105 

6,721 

54 

2 

1,968 

4,909 

'*’12 

.3 

2,702 

5,668 

108 

4 

2,063 

4,255 

67 

5 

4,329 

10,681 

77 

6 

3,042 

7,139 

104 

7 

7,767 

19,769 

680 

8 

2,386 

6,770 

829 

8 

’ 2,964 

7,655 

377 

10 

1,828 

4,860 

277 

11 

1,974 

4,397 

51 

12 

1,949 

6,429 

47 

13 

1,933 

4.978 

489 

14 

1,682 

3,789 

436 

15 

697 

2,808 

165 

10 

392 

2,786 

16 

17 

170 

1,458 

9 

18 

112 

308 

26 

19 

1,052 

2,405 

179 ■ 

20 

830 

1,493 

358 

21 

1,317 

3,676 

286 

22 

M07 

5,440 

76 

23 

1,048 

2,888 

49 

24 

404 

968 

no 

25 

939 

2,015 

136 

ToUl 

... 49,060 

124,271 

5,008 
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Statsmmt thawing the num'ier of elected and nominated Muhammadan 
Commissioners of the Calcutta Municipality for the years 1911~18 to 
1920-21, referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 226 (»•*)• 

Total. Blected. MomtDat«id. 


1911- 12 

1912- 13 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 

1915- 16 

1916- 17 

1917- 18 

1918- 19 

1919- 20 

1920- 21 



* Bf OoToroiiMut. 


Appoiirtnient of MuHanmiadans in Government service. 

227. liaulvi A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be plea.sed to lay on 
the table all circulars issued by the departments regarding the increased 
apx>oiuimeuts of Muhammadans in Government departments in all posts, 
ministerial as well as executive? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the names of 
departments which have not issued such circulars ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of extending the orders 
regarding such circulars to departments which have not issued such 
circulars ? 


Tho Hon’blo Sir HENRY WHEELERS (a) Copies of Government 
letters No. 3386 A.* of the 28th April, 1914, and No. 5159 A.* of tho 
30th September, 1918, are laid on the library table. These refer to 
ministerial appointments only. No circulars of this nature have 
issued regarding executive services. 

(b) and (c) Circulars of the above nature are issued, under orders 
of Government, by the Appointment Department, to all the departments 
concerned. Circulars issued by departments have been confined to 
detailed orders to secure that the policy laid down by Government in 
the circulars laid on the library table, is given effect to. 


Working of ftond-looms ond thoir products. 

228.^ Roi RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Will the Hpn’ble the 
Minist^ in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
picpsed to state— 

(t) the total number of hand-looms working in Bengal, the number 
of workers employed, and the estimated annual yields of the 
looms ten years ago, five years ago, and now; 


* Not printed in these proceedings. 





446 


QUESTIONS. 


[lira July 


(it) what steps have been taken during the last ten years, apart from 
the establishment of the Serampore Weaving Institute, fox 
the development of the hand-loom industry, or that ai-e now in 
contemplation; 

(Hi) whether any facilities exist for the supply of yarns to weavers 
and for the sale of the products of the hand-looms, and what 
are the facilities in the different districts of Bengal; and 
(iv) whether it is a fact that two sale depots have been established 
in Bankura; if so, with what result? 

The HmWblo the Naiwab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (i) No information is available, except that in the 
census of 1911 the total number of iiersons employed on cotton spinning, 
sizing and weaving and their dependants in Bengal was returned at 
459,000. 

(it) A weaving expert was attached to the Agricultural I)ei>artmeiit, 
whose duties were to tour in the weaving centres in the province to 
demonstrate and supply improved apparatus and to instruct the people 
in improved methods of weaving. The expert is now working under the 
Director of Industries. A system of peripatetic demonstrators (of 
whom the number at present is eiglit) for the instruction of weavers in 
outlying centres in the use of fly-shuttle looms in villages, and of 
advances to ex-students of the Weaving Institute at Serampore for start¬ 
ing weaving on improved lines, has been in operation for some time 
])ast. 

During the war an impetus was given to the hand-loom industry in 
Bengal. At the instance of the I’rovincial Agricultural Association 
arrangements were made for the supply of model charkas in area in 
which there was difficulty about the manufacture of charkas. Arrange¬ 
ments were also made for the manufacture and supply in large quan¬ 
tities of dosuti for the Munitions Board from the hand-looms in Bengal. 
Mr. Hoogewerf, Principal, Serampore Weaving Institute, was placed on 
special duty to help the Director of Industries in organising the hand- 
loom industry. 

Much attention has also been given in the past to the organisation 
of co-operative societies among weavers, notable amongst which are the 
societies in Bankura which are affiliated to the Bankura District Co¬ 
operative Industrial Union, Limited. The total number of weavers’ 
societies in the province on the 30th June, 1920, was 113, against 101 
on the same date in 1919. The question of the development of th^ 
weaving industry in Bengal is already engaging the attention of the 
Industries and Co-oi>erative Departments. The loimier Department has 
designed an improved form of charka, which is now in the market. . 

(Hi) Except the co-operative societies among weavers which arrange 
for the supply of yarn to their members and the sale of their finished 
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products, notable amongst wbii^h is the Bankura District Co-operative 
Industrial Union, Limited, there is no special organisation fol the 
purpose. 

(iv) Yes. They are reported to be working satisfactorily. 


Heads of departments and other officers going up to the hills. 

229. Babu BHABENDRA CHANDRA RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Political Department bo pleased to state 
how many heads of departments and other departmental officers went 
to Darjeeling, Kurseong and Kalimpoug, or any other hill places during 
the current suinmcj’ session and the number of days spent by each in the 
hills? 

(h) Will the TTon’ble the Member also be pleased to state the number 
of days on which each of these officers were on tour in the hills last 
year for the conesponding period? 

The Hon’ble Sir HEHRY WHEELER: (a) and {b) A statement is 
laid on the table. 


Statement showing the Officers who wetU to the hills between the 1st 
April and the 30th June in the years 1920 and 1921 and the 
duration of their stay there, referred to in the reply to unstarred 
question No, 229. 


DK!liaNA.T10N OV OFVICiiR. 


Uninbpr of dajii 
Hpi‘iit in ti 0 
lilll. in l))21 
iMitween tlio 
l8t April 
and tho 30th 
June. 


Niimbor of linyij 
in tlio 
hill, in 103(1 
botwpon tiie 
l.t April 
and the 30th 
June. 


1. Chief Secretary, Glovernnicnt of Bengal ... 26 

2. Un(]er-Secretary to Government, Political 

Department ••• ••• ••• 38 

3. Member, Board of Revenue ... ... 34 


71 


63 

49 


4. Secretary, ditto ... ... Nil 49 

6. Secretary, Local Self-Government Depart¬ 
ment . •• ••• ••• &0 73 


6. 

Deputy Secretary, Edneation Department ■ 

47 

7. 

Secretary, Financial Department 

44 

8. 

Under-Secretary, Financial Department ... 

37 

9. 

Secretary, Revenue Department ... 

29 

10. 

Secretary, Agriculture .and Industries Depart¬ 
ment' ... ... 

45 

a. 

Secretary, Judicial Department ... 

Nil 

12. 

Secretary, Public Works Department ... 

56 

IS. 

Secretary, Public Works (Irrigation) Depart. 

mciiit ••• 

6 


64“ 

71 

28 

76 

r 

The post did 
not exist. 

8 

71 

66 


* Am Dirwtor ot PebUo Inatruotion, 
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14. Deputy Secretary, Public Works Department 
‘15. Uuder*Secretary, ditto 

16. Secretary, Legislative Departiuent 

17. Assistant Secretary, Legislative Department 

18. Inspector-General of Police, Bengal ... 

19. Assistant Inspector-General of Police 

20. Inspector-General of Registration, Bengal ... 

21. Surgeon-General, Bengal ... 

22. Inspector-General of Prisons, Bengal 

23. Director of Surveys 

24. Chief Kngineer, Public Health Department 

26. Director of Land Records ... ... 

26. Assistant Director of Public Instruction ... 

27. Assistant Director of Public Instruction for 

Muhammadan iilducation ... ... 

28. Director of Public Health 

29. Director of Agriculture 

30. Excise Commissioner, Bengal ... 

31. Registrar, Co-operative Societies 

32. Deputy Registrar, Co-operative Societies ... 


Kumber of days 
spane in the 
hits In 1921 
batween the 
lee April 
and the 30th 
Jane. 

NU 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

32 

32 

1 

43 

60 

Nil 

17 

40 

13 

12 

1 

25 

11 

54 

19 


Nnmber of days 
spent ill the 
hills In 1920 
between the 
let April 
nod the SOth 
June. 

68 

25 

62 

36 

20 

65 

Nil 

68 

72 

12 

15 

71 

Nil 

71 

5 

5 

59 

36 

Nil 


Inquiry into incidents of recapture of escaped convicts 
from Rajshahi Jail. 

230. Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) Jn connection 
with the escape of prisoners from the Bajshahi Jail, will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Political Department he pleased to state 
who conducted the inquiry into Part II, namely, the recapture of 
escaped convicts from Bajshahi Jail, as published in Government 
resolution No. 1245 PI., dated the 17th May, 1921? 

(b) Is it a fact that no iion-official gentleman was associated in this 
part of the inquiry? 

(c) Were any witnesses examined in the course of this part of the 
inquiry; if so, what is the number of witnesses-—officials, non-officials 
and prisoners ? 

(d) Was any local inquiry made at Mohanganj by any official be¬ 
sides the district authorities? 

The Hon'llfo 8lr HENRY WHEELIERs (a) The Commissioner of 
the Bajshahi Division. 
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(b) Yes. 

(c) Roughly thirty official witnesses (including warders and con¬ 
stables), ten non-official witnesses, and seventy-five prisoners were exa¬ 
mined in the course of the inquiry into the recapture of the prisoners who 
escaped from the Rajshahi Jail. These statements were recorded partly 
by the Commissioner, partly by the District Magistrate and partly by 
certain police officers and certain deputy magistrates. 

{d) No. Formal inquiries on the spot were mode by the Deputy 
Superintendent of Police and by the District Magistrate. 

Escaped prisoners of Rajshahi Jail passing through Kharkharid 

and MohanganJ. « 

231. Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) In connection 
with the escape of prisoners from the Rajshahi Jail, will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the main l)ody of prisoners which passed 
through Mohanganj on the 24th March, 1921, was the same that was 
previously encountered near Kharkharia by Messrs. Graham and 
MacDowell’s party? 

(6) Is it a fact that the body of prisoners encountered near Khar¬ 
kharia by Messrs. Graham and MacDowell’s party, did not possess any 
firearms and that none were used by the ijrisoners when fired upon by 
the pursuers P 

The Hon’ble 8ir HENRY WHEELER: (a) The pursuing party 
lost touch with the main body of the convicts after the incident at Khar¬ 
kharia, and it is not possible to say for certain whether they were the 
same as the convicts who were reported to be at Mohanganj. 

(6) No firearms were used by the convicts who were encountered at 
Kharkharia. 


Reconnaissance at Mohanganj by Mr. MaoDowell’s party in connection 
with the escaped convicts from Rajshahi JaH. 

282; Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) In connection 
with the escape of prisoners from the Rajshahi Jail, will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether during the midnight reconnaissance at Mohanganj by Mr. 
MacDowelPs party, any inquiries were made from the local people f 

(b) Is it a fact that the men ordered to enter into the house of Sohar 
Mulla at dead of night to arrest the supposed prisoners were armed 
with loaded rifies and were not in uniform ? 
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The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) The police did not 
reveal their identity by making inquiricM before attempting to surprise 
and arrest the men in the hut who were believed to be convicts. Subse¬ 
quently, when other houses were searched, the police explained who 
they were and w'hat their object was. 

(6) The police had joined in the pursuit hiirriedly and were not in 
rriinplete uniforni, Sonn* of the polici* who surrounded the hut had 
loaded muskets, ns the information then in the po.s,scs8ion of the iK)lico 
was that the convicts had taken with them several jail muskets. 


Shooting inoidents at MohanganJ in connection with the escape of 
prisoners frmn the Rajshahi Jail. 


233. Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: («") In connection 
with tin* escape of prisoners from the Uajshahi .Tail, will the Hon’ble the 
Member in eharge the P<»litieul Department be pleased to state 
whether the Cloveriiment are aware of the view «‘utertairied by a seetion 
of the publie that the villager slu»l at Molianganj by Mr. MacDowell 
subsequently siiceumbed to his injiiries? 

(b) Is it a fact that the man had received more than one gun 
wound ? 


(cl us any attempt made to arrest the man after he w’as shot bv 
Mr. Ma<‘J)i)W'ell ? 


{(I) Is it a fuel that after the shooting, 
night to nseertain whether the man shot at 
or not P 


no attemjit was made that 
was an eseajied pri.ioner 


(c) It IS a faet that no further notii-e 
during that night P 


was taken of the wounded man 


(/) Is it a fact that the same night a man was fired upon in the nver 
at Mohanganj and repeated protests of a villager and his assertion that 
the man was not a pri.soner were not heeded P 


Tl» H«,'bl. Hr HENBY WHEELER: („), («. (,). (,/) (,). 

Ih,. furl. „n. .«11 .,t ,|u. of tlie 17lh 

May. The question has eonfused two nuMi, Taki and N.fa.. iri. 

The »' Molmnpmj, hy „a.„e Taki Ihamanik. whi, sulSq.entty 

»u.-CTml»a to hie injoriea, on, hit hy i, ettny shot .wd not hv Mr M.r 
Dowell. He WM not ealitumi by the poHee nor did he revL th. r . 
thnt he had been wounded. He went to a neighbonrine dieneaea^^e'* 
troataeni but left during the night before hie injuriee,Vhiil, were w 
m themselves senous, had been completely attended to Ti 
after his death that the fact of his being wounded at 
known to the authorities. “Ranj was 
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(/) This man, Nafar Ehamaru, was fired on and slightlj' wounded 
by Mr. MacDowell in the belief that he was an escaping convict. Two 
recruits attempted unsuccessfully to arrest him; he crossed the river, 
and continued to mn away in spite of repeated warnings. Whereupon 
Mr. MacDowell fired at a range of 120 yards. Mr. MacDowell gave the 
wounded man stimulants and arranged for him to be sent to hosiutal in 
charge of a constable and two of his relatives. He was nut told repeat¬ 
edly that the man was a villager, the only persons present at the time 
being four or five iwlice recruits. 


House-searches and arrests at MohanganJ in connection with the escape 
of prisoners from Rajshahi Jail. 

234. Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) Tn connc<<ion 
with the escape of pri.soners from the Rajshahi .Tail, will the Hon’blo 
.the Member in charge of the Politifal Department he pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that during the course of the night several houses 
at Mohanganj were searched and their zenanas entered into hy Mr. 
MacDowell’s party in spite of the protests of the inmates that there 
were no prisoners concealed in the houses ? 

(h) Is it a fact that a large number of men were arrested at Mnbnn- 
gan j ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the local people f>rotcste<l that they wore not 
escaped prisoners and that they were kept in police custody from mid¬ 
night to 9 A.M, next morning? 

(d) Is it a fact that none of the men arrested that night at Mohan¬ 
ganj was found to be an escaped prisoner? 

The Hon'bto 8if HENRY WHEELER, (n) Houses were searched 
to ascertain whether any convicts were concealed there. The searches 
were carried out with care under the orders of the Suiieriritendeni of 
Police, who explained to the villagers what the object was. Zenanas 
were not entered. 

(b) Twenty-four or twenty-five men were arrested. 

(c) Certain villagers stated that some of-the persons arrested wero 
their owii servants or persons known to them. But as the immediate 
duty of the police was to continue the pursuit of the convicts, further 
inquinies as to identification were not made by them during the night. 
The arrested persons remained under a guard till the next morning, 
when the District Magistrate arrived and released those whose identity 
was established. 

(d) Two of the persons were e8cai>ed convitts. 
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Chandpur Inquiry* 

The PRESIDENT: (the Hon’hle Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-Hiida): 

The debate on the Chandpur resolutions will now be resumed. 

Professor S. C* MUKHERJI: I beg to oppose the set of resolutions 
proposing the appointment of a committee and I also beg to opimse the 
resolution moved by Babu Jatindra Nath Basu. The main reason why 
I oppose the set of resolutions demanding an inquiry is, the scope of 
inquiry contemplated in these resolutions is too narrow and exclusive. 
They do not go into the very root of the matter. An inquiry in order 
to l>e effective must be exhaustive What is really needed is to find 
out the genesis of this cooly exodus. How far was it economic? We 
should like to know the condition of the coolies in the tea gardens, the 
treatment they received at the hands of the tea planters. We should 
like to know how far it was political, the part played by the non-co-oper- 
ators and how far these poor coolies were misled and deluded by the non- 
co-operators. I would have whole-heartedly supported the apimintment 
of a committee with such an object in view. The kind of inquiry as 
contemplated in these resolutions can never be complete and satisfactory 
without first-hand evidence, viz., the coolies and they are gone. An 
inquiry is too late now. I also oppose resolution No. 45 which has been 
moved by my learned brother, Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu, because I con¬ 
sider it to be a very unfair demand. What does the resolution really 
mean? It means this, that th^ local officials should either be so puni¬ 
shed or so severely censured for calling in the aid of the military police 
that such a thing should never again recur. Is Sir Henry Wheeler, 
prepared to give such a guarantee on behalf of Government after the 
defence he has put in in support of it ? Supposing there is an exodus 
of 10,000 coolies again to-morrow; supposing there is excitement among 
the coolies, supposing there is display of violence—I am quoting Sir 
Henry Wheeler’s words—supposing the non-co-operators are again active 
in their propaganda. How is it x>os8ible for Government to give any 
such guarantee? Then, why should the local officials alone be dealt 
with or censured? Was not the conduct of the local officials in this 
Chandpur affair determined to a certain extent by the policy of non¬ 
repatriation adopted by the Government of Bengal? Is it not a fact 
that Mr. K. G. Be was actually repatriating coolies until ordered by the 
Government not to do so at the expense of Government. If the local 
officials are to bo censured, I do not see how the Government of Bengal 
can escape censure in this matter. I think the request made by Mr. Jatin¬ 
dra Nath Basu in his resolution is most unfair and should not be com-, 
plied with. But while opposing the resolutions, 1 feel it is incum^nt- 
on iCe members of this Council to give an expression of their views on 
the Chandpur affair. It is simply essential that the Government cdiould 
know what this Council has got to say in this matter. My ohservatioBa 
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are based, on Sir Henry Wheeler’s report, I am decidedly of opinion 
‘ that the Government has committed a series of deplorable blunders. 
The initial blunder was the adoption of the policy of non-repatriation 
by Government. In the Government rom7mmique, at pasre 11, this 
policy has been supported in the following words:— 


The principle .which the policy of Gtorernn^ent is determined is that in the 
case of labour disputes to which Government itself is not a party and of the merits 
of which this Government is not the judge, its altitude should be one of neuiraiu-y. 
it is not the duty of the Bengal Government to side with one party or another. 
I'o do so would be to intervene gratuitously in favour of one party to an industrial 
dispute and to create a most dangerous and unjustifiable precedent for the future. 


Gbvernment absolutely failed to realise the situation. There was 
a grave crisis and an emergency measure was immediately needed. The 
Bishop of Assam and Mr. Andrews advocated repatriation in the name of 
humanity. Sir, it was not simply humanity but it was a case of jHire 
necessity. Interests of public health demanded repatriation. The cooly 
situation at Chandpiir was a grave menace to the public health of the 
entire town. In the face of such a grave emeigenoy, the question of 
capital and labour was purely academid. It is a thousand pities that 
the Government of .Bengal took shelter under such a plea, in support of 
non-repatriation. Then Government has raised the question of pxiblio 
funds. It is perfectly true the Government is the trusted custodian of 
public funds. Is it not equally true that the Government is the trusted 
custodian of the lives of the people? Which is a higher consideration- • 
to save money or to save life? Sir Henry Wheeler has condemned the 
hartal at Chandpur and the strikes on the ground that the w^elfare of 
coolies had become a subsidiary issue with the local leaders (see page IT 
of the communique). I fully agree with Sir Henry WTieeler. But the 
same charge can he brought with equal force against Government when 
it maintained the so-called principle of neutrality by adopting the policy 
of non-repatriation. • Has Government after all succeeded in convinc¬ 
ing the general public of its position of neutrality? I am afraid the 
net impression is that in this matter the Government sided with capital 
as against labour. Another deplorable blunder committed by Govern¬ 
ment was to send an official to inquire into the matter in which the con¬ 
duct of officials was in question. At a moment of great excitement, 
at a time when popular feeling was running so high, when the feelings 
of the people were stirred to their depths and when the minds of the 
people^ were agitated and convulsed regarding the action of certain 
officials to send an official to inquire was a stroke of very bad statesman¬ 
ship. There was a splendid opportunity of appointing a committee with 
a non-official majority. There were non-official members present at 
Hatjeeiing on the very day Sir Henry Wheeler left Darjeeling. The 
n«kt blunder was to call in the aid of the military police. Nothing 
l^ppened; I say emphatically, nothing happened on the 19th of MAy 
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which justified the calling in of Gurkha soldiers. What evi¬ 
dence is there in Sir H^ry Wheeler’s rex>ort to show that the local ' 
police was not sufficient to cope with the situation? Is there any evi¬ 
dence to show that the local police failed to maintain order on May 19th ? 
Absolutely none. It was purely an assumption on Mr. K. C. De’s part 
that the police that he had at his disposal was insufficient. Sir Henry 
Wheeler said on Friday—^this is how I find it reported in the Stata- 
man —*lBefore the miliiai'y police came Mr. De had 70 police at Chand- 
pur of whom 22 were armed,” and he put it to the Council that “ a force 
of that magnitude was not sufficient to deal with a crowd of 3,000 
coolies who had shown by their attitude on the night of May 19th that 
they were liable to mob suggestions culminating in riotous behaviour. 
It was on that account that Mr. De asked for reinforcement and 50 
men of the military police were sent from Dacca.” 

Mr. De had 70 at his disposal; he got another 50. What material 
difference did 120 men make in relation to the total of 3,000 coolies? 
Where did the significance lay then? Not in the number of men 
brought but in their character. Mr. De wanted a military force. Is 
it any wonder that the popular mind has been so much upset over this? 
The next blunder—Mr. De should have kept the military police in 
reserve until the emergency arose. Every effort should have been made 
to deal with the situation with the help of the local police and the mili¬ 
tary police should have been utilised in case of absolute necessity. The 
next blunder was to allow Mr. Macpherson to be associated with the 
officials. Did he not represent capital? Is not the position of Gov¬ 
ernment one of strict neutrality? The principle of neutrality was prac¬ 
tically thrown to the winds and the position of Government was sadly 
compromised. We cannot therefore blame people very much if they 
have a lurking suspicion in their mind that Government was practically 
siding with the capitalists in this contest. 

These are some of the blunders committed by Government and Gov¬ 
ernment officials and have given a splendid handle to the non-co-opera- 
tors. The non-co-operators have done immense mischief in the Chand- 
pur affair and it is a pity that Government shoxild help their oausjs by 
its blunders. I have made these criticisms in the friendliest possible 
spirit. My object is to co-operate with Government to the very utmost; 
but duty demands that the truth must be told however unpleasant it 
may be. 

Babu ANN ADA CHAR AN DUTTA: The recent. Chandpur affair is 
still the burning topic of the day and jtistly so. It has stirred public 
feeling in an unprecedented way. My own division is the most affected— . 
and my own district of Chittagong has been the storm centre of all that 
* has foUowed, and perhaps contributed most to the situation. One, there- 
foro, finds it rather difficult to discuss the subject calmly and imparti- 
8,%. The'^cts have been fully referred to by several hon’ble membexs. 
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In spite of differences and omissions pointed out in some important 
matters, the main features of the incident stand out boldly 

The first is the exodus of a large number of coolies from Assam. 
Whether the exodus was due to' non-co-operation interferences and niis-^ 
leading of the unsuspecting coolies or the wretched cooly life having 
reached the breaking point, owing to less than living wages and con¬ 
sequent semi-starvation and misery—or to a combination of both—the 
predisposing economic cause at once catching fire that turned up, it is 
now needless to dilate upon. In this connection, we await the resxilt 
of further inquiry now taken up by the supreme (Government and the 
public. The fact, however, remains that such a large number of coolies— 
who had gone into jungles to eke out some sort of existence—now fully 
destitute and helpless, and many women, children and sick, left the 
gardens, quite unmindful of the fate that awaited them on the way 
and at home. 

The first congestion was at Karimganj, a subdivision of Assam. 
It W’sis a very difficult situation in all conscience. They had to be fed 
at public cost from public .subscriptions. Some non-co-operation 
leaders went to Karimganj and apparently moved among and aided the 
coolies; it was a capital opportunity to capture their imagination as also 
for doing good to thorn. The authorities knew and minst have known 
what was going on at Karimganj. It was certainly known that Chand- 
pur, which lay on the way to their destination and is a terminus station 
of the Assam Bengal Railway, would soon he a scene of their stranding. 

With or without tickets and sometimes in company of one or other 
of the non-co-operation workers, the coolies managed to reach (3hand- 
pur. To proceed further was not possible, as the Steamer Company’s 
arrangement was such that none could travel free and the destitute, 
coolies had no pice with them. Even ordinarily, Chandpnr would he too 
small for such a number of people. The coolies—now derelicts of human¬ 
ity—without food or clothes—with a number of women and children— 
got absolutely stranded. They stayed squatting over the whole station 
compound. The place was soon rendered extremely unclean and insani¬ 
tary and risky for ordinary railway traffic. Cholera and other diseases 
broke out. Whatever food could be got by buying or otherwise, the 
coolies used to cook anywhere and eat even by the side of the dying. 
The Civil Medical Officer of the Assam Bengal Railway, with staff, 
was in attendance, but he cotild not he equal to the task. The station 
had to be cleared hut the coolies did not move. Civil authorities were 
approached for the purpose and they also failed. To the credit of the 
local authorities, it miist be said that they wanted co-operation of the 
local people, they asked for the \ise of two school premises then closed 
for the summer hut unfortunately there was no response. It is said 
that some people rather incited the coolies to bo obstructive. In such 
a situation the only way out of the difficulty lay in gradually sending 

tbp coolies to (loalundo by steamer. The Commissioner, Mr. De, 
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accordingly pressed hard for their repatriation at State cost, and, in fact, 
the matter was so urgent that two or three batches were sent out in anti¬ 
cipation of sanction. Repatriation was refused by Government and 
Mr. Maepherson of the Tea Association-is said to have been the first 
bearer of the said message. The latter for a time was overflowing with 
kindness for the coolies and promised Rs. 2,000 for raising a structure 
for their stay. Mr. I)e had in tlie circumstances to join hands with him 
and arranged to build such a structure on the railway football ground. 
The project had to be abandoned when Mr. Maepherson realised that his 
mission to induce the coolies to return to the gardens would not succeed. 
He left without paying a pice. On the night of the 19th May the coolies 
rushed on to the Ooalundo steamer, and some unedifying scenes 
occurred. After that Mr. De brought in the Gurkha force and, after 
a few hours of their arrival, the coolies were forcibly evicted with more 
or less severe injuries caused upon their iJersons. Then the party of 
non-co-operators came out as public champions, and public attention 
was drawn to the coolies, and they have been now sent off. 

These are the salient facts, and upon them various questions of 
construction, State policy and public rights arise. The position of the 
coolies, the duties and po.sition of the local officials, and of the Govern¬ 
ment, ihe position of the non-co-operation party, and that of the public 
at large are all mixed up. 

The first question I would ask is—^Why was no provision made before¬ 
hand at Chandpur to meet the situation that was certain to arise there 
after the arrival of the coolies? The official version is that the non¬ 
co-operators had the coolies under them, and were operating with 
them. There is not much afiection lost between Government and the 
said party, which has never concealed its views regarding Government. 
Can the Government plead that they had no information of what was 
taking place at Karimganj, or that it was not their duty to take any 
steps beforehand to meet the expected situation at Chandpur? To 
plead the latter is to confess utter incompetency and to say the'former 
will be something too much for the public to accept. 

This omission accounts perhaps for the spectacle of local authorities 
requesting co-operation of people of known contrary views and courting 
a sure refusal. 

The second point is the refusal of Government to repatriate the 
coolies. To my mind this is the vital point both as regards the 
principle underlying the refusal,—and the after effects of the refusal.. 

Not only unanimous public opinion, but strong urging by the local 
authorities must have made it abundantly clear to Government that there 
was no other alternative but to repatriate the coolies at Government 
expense, or to let them suffer and die like flies at Chandpur, endangering 
public health, safety and sanitation of Chandpur and .Bast Bengal elosely 
oonneoted with Chandpur ..by railway and eteaiher, Th$ duty ot the 
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State to render medical aid seems to have been recognised to some extent 
at least, thanks to the Hon*ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, but the duty 
to repatriate was not. The proposal would cost about Rs. 10,000, and 
how many ten thousands have since been lost over this matter F The 
refusal was on a philosophical ground of non-interference in disputes 
between Labour and Capital. So our Goveninient can grow philosophi¬ 
cal sometimes when it suits their purpose, and throw practical wisdom to 
the winds! The State has to preserve society and it is to avoid evils 
flowing from stranding of persons that repatriation is made. The dic¬ 
tates of humanity also demanded it. We of the nether world can hardly 
appreciate why the policy of giving medical aid was recognised and that 
of repatriation refused by the same Government. The coolies at Chand- 
pur were no longer tea garden coolies. They had already left the gar¬ 
dens several hundred miles behind. They had come into another 
Province. Strikers or no strikers, time and distance had completely 
breached their position as employees. Nor were they indentured coolies. 
Unlike strikers, they were determined not to return to the tea gardens on 
any-condition whatsoever. Is it not insincerity of language to say that 
the dispute between Labour and Capital continued at Chandpur even? 

The Muhajarins who had left India fof avowed political reasons could 
be repatriated. The very Chandpur coolies could be repatriated from 
Naibati and Asausol, but the Empire would be at stake to get (hem out 
from Chandpur. If some people ascribed the refusal to some genial 
feelings in some high quarters towards the capitalists of Assam, can you 
complain much? One cannot forget that the miserable lot of humanity 
at Chandpur was necessary for exploitation or development of Assam 
jungles by some privileged classes. If this has pleased any one it is the 
non-co-operator friends of Government. They have got another handle 
to prove that the people have got no voice in the Government and the 
Reforms Council Government is only a show. Surely it is time that this 
should be mended. 

The next point is the indenting of the Gurkhas and using them to 
folvibly eject the coolies. I shall not refer to any personal act of any one, 

I shall discuss the matter on principle. In short-sightedness and injudi- 
oiousness it was only next to the refusal to repatriate the coolie.s. In view 
of State policy and humanity, one cannot but strongly condemn this 
measure. Eastern Bengal people since the days of partition have had 
several and various experiences of Gurkha postings and each time with 
regrettable consequences to them and to the lasting evil name to Govern¬ 
ment.* These Gurkhas—^rather some Assamese going by that name—do 
not or feign not to understand the language or anything of the people 
they are picketed upon. They seem to be a diass of people not far 
removed from certain animals meant only to carry out understood or mis¬ 
understood orders of their superiors. Friend or foe is all alike and they ' 
seem to find pleasure in annoying and inconveniencing everyone on every 
occtupion without rhyme or reason. Their very sight is irritating. They 



458 . 


CHAN»PtJR INQUIRY. 


[IIth Jtjtt 


are looked upon as instruments of oppression and repression.. Was it 
advisable to get*suoh. a force to evict the destitute coolies at ChandpurP 
I do not forget for a moment the trying circumstances of the local officials 
at Chandpur. The difficult situation created by non-co-operation in the 
locality and Government's refusal to repatriate the coolies was certainly 
a little too much for them. Here were the large number of destitute 
coolies including women and children ill and dying, absolutely stranded 
at the station—^their way out was closed and doubly secured by the mis¬ 
understanding of the Government instnictions by the Steamer Company. 
They themselves could not realise why they were being debarred while 
others had already been sent off free. Despair, anxiety and exasperation 
due to unequal treatment -plus the tempting steamer close by induced 
them to make a rush into the steamer and with what results you have 
heard. The station had to be cleared but the coolies had no place to go. 
One may therefore feel for the local officials, still, that is no justifica¬ 
tion though it may be a palliation. The Hon’ble Sir Henry’s halting 
explanation that 70 police force including 20 armed ones was not sufficient 
is a little difficult to accept. 

Before I have done I would like to refer to the steamer and railway 
strikes that followed in the wake of the Chandpur affair and which has 
subjected a whole division to unspeakable misery and inconvenience. 
M.V poor district has practically been bottled up and has been passing as it 
were through a nightmare for about a month and a half. Trade has been 
dislocated, traffic closed, locomotion stopped. Even a son cannot go to 
attend the death-bed of his mother at home. Prices have gone up a 
huudredfohl. J.iOcalities have been kept in darkness for want of oil- 
supply. Violence, intimidation—expressed and by anonymous letter 
—have been resorted to. Respectable gentlemen do not even dare to sit 
downstairs. Non-strikers and their sympathisers are treated to things I 
cannot mention here with decency. Attempts to settle the strikes by 
some gentlemen did not succeed and normal times are not yet in sight. 
The callers of the strikes did so, taking advantage of the situation at 
Chandpur created by the refusal of Government not to repatriate the 
coolies. They are certainly responsible for the dark situation now obtain¬ 
ing in Chittagong and bringing misery to the people and more so the 
large number of the railway employees and ultimate ruin to their fami¬ 
lies. They all belong to the middle classes and there iano other opening 
for them. One cannot read with indifference such passages in the Press 
that hundreds of dismissed, helpless, railway employees with their 
families have got stranded at Gauhati or a pathetic appeal to newcomers 
to desist from taking the bread from the mouth of the old people now out 
on strike and the like. Whether the appeal is proper or will be attended 
to is a different matter. It shows however the miserable plight to which 
, a number of railway employees have been reduced and who is responsible 
iot ^ thisP I confess to a sense of regard to sincere non-co-ope»iors 
an# lolly appreicate their ideals aqd realise the service they have done in 
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bringing about an all-round civic coiiHciousness in the country. I do not 
sea eye to eye with their modus operaridi. The prominent leaders have 
plainly spoken out about the Chittagong strikes and that is a relief. In 
fact the playing with the railway einployee.s as pawns or toys for ulterior 
purposes, which has brought about such a miserable situation, cannot be 
too much condemned. I am told the Chittagong leaders who lirst opposed 
the strike succumbed to pressure. The member having reached the t ;me- 
limit had to resume his seat. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I move that the question be 
now put. 

The motion being put, a division was taken with the result that the 
motion for closure was declared lost. 

Mr* H* 8* SUHRAWARDY* At the ^isk of being misjudged and 
misunderstood, at the risk of making no new friend.s and losing all iny 
old ones, I beg to oppose all the resolutions that ask for a committee! 
I congratulate the hon'ble members who have brought in all 
these various resolutions in the first flush of their generous impulse. 
When the whole of Bengal, perhaps the whole of India, was thrilled 
with flaming details of what had occurred at Chandpur, and accounts 
were pouring in of the barbiirities and inhumanities practised there, it 
was right that we should, too, bear a portion of the burden of our 
country and rush to take part in personal knowledge and experience. 
But since then the atmosphere has been considerably cleared. The 
exaggerated reports of the death and destruction retailed to us for the 
purpose of breeding in us righteous indignation against an unrighteous 
government have dwindled down to stories of bruises and wound.s. I 
ask you, Sir, who were those who were responsible for those false 
rumours, and why were they spread, and in justice I appeal to the memi 
bers when they sit in judgment upon all but themselves not to forget 
those who, by a campaign of the most abominable lies, deliberately 
sought to create an unholy discontent throughout the land, for all discon¬ 
tent which is based on calumny and lies as godless and unholy. And 
if these reports had passed unchallenged and with what an orgy of 
crimes and excesses would we not have been regaled, with what wrath 
would we not have risen to tear asunder the fabric of government. I have 
no faith in those who could stoop to such callous lies to serve their aims; 
I have no faith in those who could continue to defile judicial inquiries 
with judicious falsehoods j who could teach and instruct and distort 
and intimidate for their own ends; who with impossible stories have 
takan in public-spirited though extremely gullible men, whom no amount 
of disillusion will cure of their godly simplicity. An inquiry at this 
stage will be valueless: firstly, it will be tainted; secondly, what guar^ 
antee is there that it will not be boycotted lest the truth be discovered; 
thirdly, the real evidence must have disappeared, and the best evidence is 
now widely scattered on the road to Madras, Gorakhpore, or the Central 
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Provinces, dead or alive. And what will be the nature or extent of the 
inquiry ? If really our hearts bleed at the miseries that the coolies have 
inistuined and are still undergoing, if really we are anxious that justice 
slunild be done between party and party, and our hearts, I say, are rent 
asunder as we consider their pitiable situation, then why these one¬ 
sided resolutions? We must go right back and we must come down to^ 
the present. We must inquire as to the cause of this tremendous exo- 
dus„M-liether the stories of six pice a day retailed by hefty coolies 
whom the privations of the trek had not sufficed to wear down ire true 
or whether the statement that the tea gardens were paying enormous 
losses ratJier than lose their labour power has foundation in fact; whether 
agitators and others who play fast and loose with the great name of 
Mahatma Oandhi did not feed them with false holies and extravagant 
stories, it may be. T am leady to admit without the knowledge of the 
Centi-al body, or whether it was really an economic dispute. We must 
inquire what precautions these gentlemen had taken to receive the be¬ 
guiled coolies, what conveniences they had arranged for them, or whether 
they bad left them to shift for themselves and find an easy way out of 
their troubles in death, disease and starvation. We must inquire what 
was the ccnditiou of the coolies when they arrived at Ohandpur, why 
they wore ejected from the station and all the circumstances connected 
with that utdiappy incident. And the inquiry must not stop here, 
although all the members seem to concentrate their attention on this 
one occurreuce. We must inquire, if inquiry be necessary in view of the 
ilcclared fact that the strike Avas political and was iiiaii^urated lor the 
purpose of bringing the Government down to its knees—to quote the 
exai't M’ords ;• -why the strike took place and what were its results. 
On whom should the blame for the death of these 300 coolies and more 
lie? On Government for lefusing to help repatriation by money, or on 
the strikers for stopping provision and medicine, when these were the 
iiiost necessary, and far refusing to transport the coolies when facilities 
were available. In the midst of a frenzy at an incident that did not 
occasion any loss of life, why do we choose to ignore that merciless con¬ 
duct, so lightly undertaken, that spelt death and destruction to so many 
hapless people. And then we must proceed further and see how many 
have sucumbed to that callious apathy which caste breeds and which 
dries up the well of human affection and sympathy. Such a comprehen¬ 
sive inquiry will take ua far afield and will embrace at least six provin¬ 
ces. And again, what need for an inquiry or a committee P We know 
the facts, all the facts, and we can draw our own conclusions. It mat¬ 
ters little if there ai'e differences in detail, but the broad facts are before 
us. Even adopting Sir Henry Wheeler’s report, we can draw oui* own 
conolttsions, and the conclusions that we come to is that there is much in 
it that we condemn. It can be alleged there were medical Reasons why 
the cooUes should be segregated and why they should be spread over a 
wider surface, that it was essential it should be done at night to prev^t 
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ocmfiiot with the non-co-operators who had fed tlie coolies with hopes as 
to Boding a train, that, in view of the fact that there wer^ more than 
3,000 coolies, the damage occasioned was surprisingly little. It may 
even* be alleged that the officer concerned may have made a mistake, an 
error of judgment, in moving the sick, the weakly, the women and 
children, at dead of night and in flickering darkness, out of a shed on 
to an open ground, sodden and soft, an enor of judgment, which, in the 
light of the fact that the atmosphere was electri<‘ul and no hones were 
broken or lives lost, may lie condoned. We condemn the conduct us in> 
hunian and heartless. We require no inquiry to convince us of the tact, 
the whole Council and the whole country thinks alike. And the Gur¬ 
khas—their very name raises our hostility. Fed by reports of I heir 
savagei-y, of their exploits in distant climes, where in cut off the noses 
of Germans was their hobby, and the collection of German ears their 
pastime—^we do not love them. We would discard them, have nothing 
to do with them where they can he brought into contact with the civi¬ 
lian population except under the severest necessity oi- in the wise of an 
armed revolt. Then what need is there for an inquiry? Are we out to 
do justice ? All the resolutions, all the speeches of those gentlemen who 
press for an inquiry have prejudged the situation, have coudeniued the 
incidents at Chandpur in the strongest terms, and no amount of specious 
arguments and tender expressions of solic'itude that we wish to hold an 
inquiry for the purpose of rehabilitating the Government in the love 
and confidence of the people can conceal their views. Do we want a 
trial where the judges have made up their minds? How do we stand 
then ourselves at the bar of justice? Are we not deliberately trying to 
turn the enquiry into judicial farce? Are we not sinning wJiero before 
we have condemned others for sinning? Why even Babu Surendi-a 
Nath Mullick coolly and calmly and deliberately tells us, prejudges 
that the story regarding bayonet wounds must have been true, and that 
Sir Henry Wheeler mxist have been misinformed by those who were 
themselves responsible for the wounds, forgetting the high authority of 
Mr. Andrews who can never be accused of bearing any affection for the 
Government where coolies are concerned. And why does he forget that 
those who spread the rumours are those who were responsible for the 
miseries and the death of the coolie.s, those who found an opportunity to 
divert the attention and the odium of the country from their moustmus 
erimes to the Government and flooded the country with lurid falsehoods. 

1 say that it will be a disgrace to our sense of justice, a disgrace to our 
sense of proportion, if we allow ourselves to be led to seek an inquiry 
where the judges have already prejudged the guilt. If for one moment 
I thought that a committee of inquiry would appease or give satisfaction 
to fhe country I would have been in favour of it. But new forces have 
risen, new deyelopments are taking place with startling rapidity. We 
should he cominitting a fatal mistake, if we sanctioned the committee * 
we should be impliedly approving of the conduct of those who, beguiled 
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by the exaggerated stories of the incident, have overwhelmed the whole 
country in a catastrophe. We should be approving of a conduct that the 
whole country, non-co-operator or otherwise, condemns. For who will 
8i)eak of the stranding of coolies at Karimganj, out off from the world 
and at the mercy of fate, sending wire after wire to relieve them from 
their helpless situation, who will speak of the miseries that Eastern 
Bengal is now passing through at the hands of, I was going to say, 
non-co-operators, hut I will not exalt them with that epithet, who will 
speak of the privations that the people have to suffer, who will speak of 
the intimidation that they are subjected to, of the violence of the dirtiest 
kind they have to hear, and who will protest? To them the Chandpur 
iiKudent lives merely as a precursor of dread times—a matter only re- 
<‘ulled by their untold sufferings. I, therefore, Sir, do not advocate a 
committee of inquiry; let the smouldering embers shimber to extinction. 
What new fires are now 7 *aging in Eastern Bengal before which that 
puny conflagration was as the light of a glow-worm in the sun. There 
is still one other attitude of the Government that we have failed to appre¬ 
ciate and regard with disapproval. This is the first opportunity that 
Government has had to gather our opinion on the subject of repatriation 
and it is right that it should know it. Government may tell us that if 
it were to repatriate the coolies it would give a fresh incentive to a fur¬ 
ther and a greater exodus, it would be taking sides in this labour or poli¬ 
tico-labour dispute and that it was the duty of those who were responsible 
for the exodus to have arranged for their removal. But let not Gov¬ 
ernment ignore the sentiment—^an overwhelming sentiment—in favour 
of their repatriation. If we choose to forget, when we picture their 
miseries at Chandpur, that they have ceased to be Assam tea coolies, but 
are merely a struggling, helpless mass of miserable Indian people, why 
should not Government be prevailed upon to revise its opinion, saving 
always that the Government of India does not choose to bear the bui'den 
which is rightly hers? And if, after this, we claim money for sanita¬ 
tion, education and the like, and Government tells us that it is thus 
that the money has been dissipated, we shall bow to fate, but We shall 
have had the satisfaction of having done one good act, and curtailed 
the miseries of thousands. Then why, once more I ask, do we claim un 
onquiry ? fs there any amongst us who doubts what constitutes the guilt 
and who is the guilty party ? Is there one amongst us whose mind is 
not made up and who is inclined to give the benefit of the doubt to the 
Government? And I am betraying no secret of the lobby when I say 
that there is none such, if there is one srioh with us let him, Sir, vote for 
a committee. Therefore, Sir, believing, as I do, that the appointment of 
a committee will be futile, superfluous, impolitic and unfair, and voic¬ 
ing. t feel sure, the sentiment of this House that there is much in this 
incident l»e deplored oiid condemned, even on the report Huhinitted 
to the country by Sir Henry Wheeler, I beg to support the resolution of 
Babu Jatindra Nath Basu 
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Mw AMUliYA DHONE ADDY: 1 beg to move that tbe quesUon 
be now pul. 

Tbe motion was then put and a division was taken with tln^ lesuit 
that the motion for closure was declared lost. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: From the trend of the 
discussion it is clear that we are all agreed that those who are respon¬ 
sible for this crime should be adequately punished so that such incidents 
might not occur again. 

Now, Sir, if we only look through the reports, nay, if we only examine 
the Government version, it would be patent to every one in the House 
that, defend how much we may, and making the greatest allowance to the 
exigencies which the Government officials had to meet there, there can be 
no gainsaying that their action was overhasty, injudicious and relentless. 
The officials there have proved themselves utterly unfit to cope with any¬ 
thing extraordinary, they have proved themselves utterly unfit for and 
incapable of managing a serious situation w'hich requires tactful treat¬ 
ment. In short, they lack the primary qualification of an administrator 
viz., tact. - Sir, in the official report, a lame excuse has been made to the 
effect that for sanitary reasons the coolies had to be forcibly remove<l 
from the station platform. But did that sanitary reason first dawn inf»» 
the brains of these eminent administrators in the dead of night ? The 
coolies had been gathering at the station for days before their eviction. 
It required only about 20 armed men to remove the coolies, but before the 
arrival of the Gurkhas there were already at Chandpur on that day 28 
armed policemen and 42 ordinary police. Were the officials so sleepy 
during daytime, that this brilliant idea of sanitary reason never occurred 
to them then ? Did the cool night breeze of the Padma waft it into their 
brains? And, Sir, did that idea at once become so imperious, an obsession 
I may say, that it must be realised then, the very night, withotit any 
appreciable time being left between the order of eviction and its reali¬ 
sation? And, Sir, no enquiry was made whether any sick persons or 
delicate women were amongst them. Twenty ferocious Gurkhas were 
let loose on them. Sir, it is heartless, it is brutal. We hear 
of misdeeds in Armenia. Do not the Turkish reports also allege 
that some loss of life had occurred, some hardships had been entailed 
because it was thought fit to remove the Armenians from a certain 
quarter. Sir, it is said that no bones were broken, no bayonet thrusts 
were made in that valiant raid of the Gurkhas led by the Commissioner 
himself. Very creditable to the Commissioner Sahib. Sir, gloze what 
we may, the indelible stigma remains. But, Sir, all our expo.stulations, 

' eve^ (fur humble requests to have the fair name of the British Baj rehabi¬ 
litated by censuring the erring officers, have met with a lofty air of irri- , 
tating self-complacency, an air of provocative defiance. We had all 
expected a reply from the Government Member evincing some amount 
of sympathy, but instead a justification has been sought to be made of 
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actions which to no conscience should be justified. I wonder how an 
exculpation of a midnight raid on a helpless crowd of destitute men, 
women and children can be attempted by a Government which, if not 
responsible to us, is undoubtedly responsible to the British Parliament. 
Sir, if such an unbending attitude of the Government be seriously main¬ 
tained, then we shall have no other alternative left to us save pressing 
for the appointment of a committee to challenge the veracity of the 
conclusions arrived at by the Government. 

Anil then. Sir, we must examine the Government reports and the 
spirit with which the inquiry was conducted. I shall quote only one 
sentence from the Wheeler Eeport. It runs as follows:— 

A man with a small wound on the top of his bead; he said that this had been 
inflicted with a bayonet; if so, the assailant must have been remarkably tall. 

Sir, to the inquiring official it does not occur that the man might have 
been sitting or lying down when he was stnxck. He does not say whether 
it was really a bayonet wound or not, or might not have been caused by 
it. lie ridicules the whole thing and in bantering tone leaves it off with 
a remark on the stature of the possible assailant. Sir, a spirit of distrust 
of everything detrimental to the fair name of the Government servants, 
pervades his imiuiry. He seems to have made up his mind from before 
and goes there and makes this inquiry to uphold that fair name. 

Sir, we all know how much this Chandpur incident has stirred up the 
feeling of the people in that part of the country. It cannot be denied 
that this has given a gi'eat impetus to the non-co-operation movement all 
over Bengal. Any fresh inquiry by a committee of this Council is sure 
to rake up unpleasant memories, over again. I know, Sir, that it is for 
this reason that many of us, if possible, would like to avoid such an 
inquiry. But this would depend on the attitude of the Government. 
We cannot allow the Government to shoulder the blame by defending an 
absolutely iiidefensihlo action of its officials, however high they may be 
placed. The blundering officials must be punished. 

And, Sir, we feel it all the more keenly, and shame is all the more 
doubled when vre consider that amongst the authors of this harrowing 
deed are included some of our own countrymen. What a painful blow it 
is to our national pride that some of our own kith and kin, placed in posi¬ 
tions of great re.sponsibility, have failed to rise equal to the situation. 
But still, Sir, the love for our own countrymen raised to higb positions 
must not intei-fere with any strong expression of disapprobation. Neither 
our clannish spirit nor the bogey of official prestige should be allowed to 
stand in the way of onr meting out proper deserts to their supremo 
tactlessness. 

Ral HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, the other day, i.e., pn 
. Friday last, I came prepared to support Mr. Basu's resolution. But after 
having beard the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler on the side of the Govern¬ 
ment I have got to revise my ideas. For when it is apparent thpt the 



CHANDPTJRINQUIEY. 


465 


1921.] 


Go' 76 nua«itt has no open mind in this matter,' when it insists that the 
local officials were in the right and further perseveres in thinking that it 
will be wrong to suppose that the local officials can tell anything but the 
truth and the whole truth, I think it is futile to press Mr. Basil’s resolu¬ 
tion. 1 have, therefore, come to think, Sir, that there is no other option 
but to support a committee. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler made much of the exaggerations 
appearing in a certain section of a press. But is it very unnatural that 
ugly rumours and certain baseless exaggerations will gain currency with 
regard to such an unusual and serious affair before the publication of a 
GTovernnient report P Again if the newspaper reports and the non-official 
versions are totally false and misleading and are nothing but canards, is 
it proved thereby that the official reports and the Government versions 
give only the truth in the fullest measure and there can be no supj^^cssio 
veri about them ? Even if we admit what Sir Henry Wheeler says about 
exaggerations must we forget our school logic and take the official 
reports to be the gospel truth, and perversions of the facta and too much 
colours where there are none? Take the events of the 19th May. If the 
rumour of anybody getting drowned be untrue so also the statement of 
the Director of Information that the coolies on that night " assaulted " 
Mr. Macpherson and Mr. Sinha. For Sir Henry Wheeler himself says 
in his I'eport that Mr. Macpherson was “hustled” and an “attempt” 
was made to strike Mr. Sinha. And how impartial is the official report in 
referring to others among the coolies? The youths of Cluindpur who after¬ 
wards turned out to be the stretcher-bearers of the cholera-stricken 
coolies, if found moving about them must he taken to have been inciting 
them, while Mr. Macpherson’s presence seems to be open to no objection 
and cannot lead to any excitement and trouble. 

Then coming to the events of the 20th night, well, let me admit it is 
a gross exaggeration to report that there were about 100 casualties, let 
me admit further that the number of casual! ies was not larg(‘r than 30, as 
stated by the Director of Information, hut it is not a false statement to 
record, as the Director of Information did, that “ the local civil medical 
officer examined all the cases, ” when it is stated, in the Government 
comviuniqui, that “ Mr. De sent a Sub-Assistant Surgeon next morning 
but he was given no facilities to see the injured.” Is it no deliberate 
exaggeration to state, “It is denied that any were asleep, ” when it is 
perfectly well known that a large number among the coolies were women, 
children and diseaMd ? How, again, to assess the truth of the statement, 
Sir, in view of the Associated Press telegram of the 21st instant, “ That 
they did not make any attempt to board the steamer but slept 
peacefully? ” 

An aspersion it. might surely be to allege that there were motives of 
retaliation in using the Gurkhas. But was it a correct appreciation of 
facts to state that the local police was “insufficient*" when admittedly 
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“ the constables managed to keep back the coolies " on the night of the 
19th? 

Again it may be admitted, Sir, that the story of the Gurkhas walking 
over the bodies of the coolies is a myth, but where has appeared the truth 
of the “ booted kicks ” deposed to by so many of the coolies and the 
station staff? The story of the use of bayonets may be a fabrication in 
spite of the statements of the coolies but how to explain the punctured 
wounds ? Are jokes sufficient to explain them away ? 

In such a state of things a committee of inquiry seems absolutely 
necessary, and I demand a committee of inquiry because untruths have 
got to be nailed whether they be exaggerations or understatements. I 
demand a committee of inquiry, Sir. because the public are loth to believe 
that force was at all necessary or justifiable to evict the coolies. The 
country is not prepared to believe, Sir, without a due inquiry that 
sanitary reasons became so pressing at midnight or that there was any 
reasonable ground of “ fear ” that the coolies would rush the steamer on 
the night of the 20th. And, Sir, I believe in a committee of inquiry 
because more facts were elicited by the Hunter Committee than either 
the Horae Member in the Imperial Council or the Chief Secretary of the 
Punjab was pi'eparcd to admit. 

Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: I want to make one 
or two remarks though it is not very pleasant to get up at the end of 
the day, after several motions for “ closure ” have been moved, to 
make a speech in this House, but the im])ortance of the subject and the 
intensity of the public feeling on it, necessitate an open and candid 
expression of opinion on the part of those who come here as repre-sent- 
ative of the people. That is the only consideration that prompts me 
to address this House at this hour. Sir, it strikes me that after all the 
speeches we have heard and all the reports we have read—^I don’t mean 
only the newspaper reports—the official reports and the non-official 
reports and all the .stories that have reached us, there is-the outstanding 
fact, which nobody can deny, that, on the night of the 20th May, some 
“ inhuman ” act was perpetrated by the military police at Chandpur. 
I coll the act “ inhuman ” not because the Gurkhas obeyed ihe orders 
of the authorities' ^because they are bound to do it) but because we 
know full well the conduct of these military police (we know to our 
regret how the military police behaved in the partition days at Bakar- 
ganj by breaking the head of a pleader who is now in the good graces 
of Government). We know full well what outrages were committed. 
The difference between the civil police and military police composed 
not entirely of the Gurkhas but of lower class people of Assam is this^ 
■ that the civil police are more human, whereas the military are nqt. So 
that is a point which we should never miss, hnt did the circumstepces 
that transpired at Chandpur necessitate the employment of the iniStaiy 



CHANDPUR INQUIRY. 


467 


1921.] 


policeP We are not convinced that the circumetancee wP 4 ‘e such. 
Thronghottt the 19th of May, of course, besides the attempt of the 
ignorant and illiterate coolies to board the steamer, rushing the gang¬ 
way, we do not think that there was any attempt or act on the part of 
the coolies, showing that they were going to break the law or disturb 
the public tranquillity. Of course, if there was any attempt at assault 
upon the Subdivisional Officer or upon anybody, that had to l)e i>ut 
down, but could not that be put down (and as a matter of fact it was 
l>ut down) by the civil police? On the 20th of May, throughout the 
day, there was no disturbance whatsoever. These poor coolies were 
putting up in the station-yard. We know full well, and gentlemen 
belonging to this House know full well, how these coolies live. It is 
said that they made the 8 tation- 3 fard very insanitary, untidy and 
unclean. If that was so, throughout the day, was any attempt made to 
lemove the coolies from the station-yard? It appears that no such 
attempt was ever made. Then again it was only after the anival of the 
Gurkha military police at 8-30 p.m. that this idea, took possession of the 
local officials. Of course, whether it was previously considered or not, 
whether there was a plan or preparation or not, we do not know. Wo 
know this much, that after the last train had left, when it was close 
upon 11 or 12 o’clock, when most of the cdolies must have gone to sleep, 
or some of them might have been cooking their food or have been awake, 
Gurkhas were let loose upon them. There was ab8olute|j^' nothing to 
discredit the story that some of the coolies were asleep; and who were 
those coolies? Some men, some women and some children—very weak 
people, deeply distre.ssed people, who came all the way from Assam. 
They were very weak. Was it ab.solutely necessary to remove them 
from the station-yard at that hour of the night, and if .so, .should they 
have been removed to a field which was close to the station-yard, 
namely, the football ground? Would their location there remove the 
danger of cholera spreading towards the town? Further, were .my 
arrangements made for the location of the coolies in the football ground? 
Was any shed put up? Nothing of the kind was done. Whatever 
view of the situation we may take, regarding which false accounts and 
false rumours have been spread, we cannot shut our eyes to the out¬ 
standing facts that there was absolutely no reason for setting the Gur¬ 
kha military police upon the innocent, ignorant and half-starvetl coolies 
at that hour of the night, and it is that feeling, and that sense of indigna¬ 
tion which I intended to place on record by addressing this House on 
this subject. Then again it strikes me that, with regard to the (lues- 
tion of inquiry, I am also of opinion that a committee of inquiry at this 
stage is absolutely useless and that it is no use whipping a dead horse. 
Not only that, we know what' these committees wiU do, and many 
speakers have pointed out the difficulty in the way of a committee going 
folly into this question, but it seems to me that these are not only our 
rieWff —views of moderate men—but this morning a nationalist paper 



468 CHANDPUB INQUmy, [ 11 th jinuT 

used these words with regard to the proposition for appointing a com- 
mitteo of iuquiry. The Servant says: — 

No useful purpose could be served by an inquiry of the kind prayed for. It will 
merely bo a waste of public money, while the excitement which is likely to be 
engendered would only serve to accentuate racial Uttmmess. 

But that is no reason why this Council, representing the people of 
Bengal, should not have something to say with regard to the incident of 
the ‘^Oth of May. Of course, I am not very singular in my opinion. The 
other day the Lord Hi.shop of Calcutta, in the Calcutta Diocesan Record, 
said:— 

Under existing conditions a Government charged to maintain law and order may 
liC compelled to employ force. I gravely doubt from the evidence which has been 
furnished whether such a necessity existed at Cliandpur—^but do we, as Christians, 
realise that the employment of force is a confession of moral and spiritnal im« 
potence. . . 

This is the view of the head of the English Church in this country. 
So, this is not only the Indian opinion but also the soundest hjnropean 
opinion with regard to this incident. 

Then, Sir, there is one point which may admit of some inquiry hut 
I may be confronted with the remark that tb'.se matters relate to Absaui. 
However so far as we are concerned, we have lo ascertniii by an inquiry, 
namely, what led the coolies to make this exodus. I.o doubt, Mr. Wat- 
son-Smyth hjqs said that these Jion-co-operators or political agitators 
induced these poor coolie.s to break their contract and to run away. 
That i.s a very one-sided statement. Up-to-date we nave got no names, 
no list of the agitators, or how they got access and worked in the tea 
gardens. So, that is a point which should be considered in the interests 
of the tea industry of Bengal, namely, the districts of Darjeeling, 
Jalpaiguri and Dooars wherefrom there has been no exodus. Never¬ 
theless, it is not unlikely that the same thing may happen with regard 
to the tea districts in Bengal. That is a matter no doubt for inqtiiry. 

Then with regard to the observations of Mr. Watson-Smyth, what¬ 
ever bis iwint and conclusions may be, we are prepaf^ to accept his 
dictum, that whatever has happened has happened. NeverUieless, we 
must condemn the high-handedness, that act of inhumanity, and that 
unchristian act which was done on the night of the 20th of May in 
Chandpur. There are certain chapters in the history of a nation, which 
had bettor not be writteTi. The incident of the 20th May constitutes 
materials in the history of Bengal which should be smirched with black 
ink or tarred with coal tar. We are prepared to forget everything but 
the consequences subsist. 

With regard to the apimintmeut of a committee, I have already 
expessed my opinion that I have no faith in such committees. Burtber," 
after such a lapse of time, such a committee would be useb^ 

There is one other point about which 1 have fo lUake one or^|^ 
remarks. It has been suggested—^I do udt kuow What amount of lo^c^ 
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that this exodus was due to political agitators. These coolies came to 
Chandpur and by their stay at Chandpur, and by spreading cholera and so 
lorth, rendered that little town so very insanitary that on sanitary 
grounds alone the Government came forward to alleviate the sufferings 
of the coolies. So far, so good. But why did not the Government of 
Bengal spend, say, Rs. 10,000 or Rs. 15,000 for repatriating these coolies? 
The answer is that Government should not interfere when the question 
is between Labour and Capital. Very ivell. You said at the ^e^y 
beginning that this was not a labour dispute. If it was not a labour 
issue, what was the difficulty of 8i>ending Rs. 10,000 or Rs. 15,000 and 
that for the sake of humanity? Well, the Government of Bengal can 
si>end more than a lakh of rupees in defending a Sub-Inspector of 
Police against a libel which was published in one of the vernacular 
papers in Calcutta, but the Government of Bengal was not ju'epared to 
spend Rs. 10,000 for repatriating these coolies! On sanitary grounds 
also, reiM’.trie.tion was the best course to be adopted because if they could 
iae romevf-d at once, there would have been no danger with regard to the 
infection spreading throughout Chandpur or „he district of Tippera. 
On no ground whatsoever, can we support the policy of the Government 
in folding its hands and in not spending a little amount of money for 
repatriating these coolies liecanse the cooKes, by their presence at Chand¬ 
pur ui der those circumstances, ci’eated a situation which had to be met 
and ea.sed by Governmeni.. 

Wich these words and with the object of having on record the sense 
of this House II ve to support the resolution which has been pi' 0 ]H)sed 
by Babu Jatindra Nath Basu, and I think the resolution would ha\e 
been much better if to that the resolution which is to be moved by my 
friend Babu Surendra Nath Ray would have been tagged, that is to .say, 
the Government should be asked and requested not to employ the mili¬ 
tary imlice under circumstances like this, in future, because that would 
avoid many difficulties, because that would go a great way towards what 
the Government want to do to make the British rule popular and stable 
in this country, and to bring to the people’s minds that the Government 
is based upon i^ghteousness, equity and justice. With these words, I 
beg to support the resolution which has been moverl by my friend Babu 
Jatindra Nath Basu. 

Babu FANINDRALAL DE: The unprovoked assault on the poor and 
suffering coolies at Chandpur at dead of night, on the 20th of May last, 
has once more demonstrated our utter helplessness against the caprices 
of the Executive officers. Even the most selfish and self-sufficient 
amongst us has felt the humiliation of the Gurkha blows at Chandpur. 
The* facts are well known and need no repetition. It may be safely 
asserted that the tragedy could have been avoided. The obliging execu¬ 
tive appears to have identified themselves too much with Mr. Maepher- 
son of the Tea Planters Association and the interests which he repre- 
srated and lost tiieir head at the slightest provocation. The services of 
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of the militai-y were requwitioned ae usual ou the pleas that it was the 
last resort, when all other devices for grappling effectively with the 
situation failed. Are we to understand that the extremity was reached 
at Chandpur, simply because the Railway station swarmed with the 
ghostlike apparitions of lean and haggard coolies P Are people not 
safe even when they are fast asleep at dead of night? Are not even 
the poor, aged and infirm, women and babies, the sick and the dying 
entitled to any humane consideration from the hands of the bureau¬ 
cracy? We seek in vain for illumination on these points in the official 
report. The three thousand people could not leave the place the very 
moment they were expected to do so; they had among them men physi¬ 
cally unfit to move a step without help and still it was declared an 
unlawful assembly. The Gurkhas were let loose by the civil authorities 
and they played the most inhuman part of the episode. On being inter¬ 
viewed by the local leaders, they had the amasing frankness to maintain 
that they wanted to create an impression and they ended the interview 
with the vulgar threat of letting the Gurkhas loose in the town. A thrill 
of indignation swept over the country. 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler)! The hon’ble member is doubtless aware that Mr. De 
has denied having made any such statement. 

Babu FANINORALAL DE: I beg to withdraw that statement. 

Mere proclamations of racial equality and rights of citizenship mean 
nothing. It is the spirit in which they are carried into practice that 
affects the people. Unless these are mere idle professions the authori¬ 
ties should not try to whitewash the situation. The broad facts are 
quite clear,^and there is no need of any inquiry by a committee or com¬ 
mission. What is needed is prompt action. A committee of inquiry 
will only postpone, if not shelve, the whole question. If necessary, we 
can discuss the matter in the light of the various repoHs that are avail¬ 
able and come to a decision here and know as to what action is to be 
takep. Let the authors ol the crime, whoever and whal^ver they may 
be, be brought forward and given suitable punishments. Fre.stige is 
not greater than justice. And we want nothing more or nothing less 
than even-handed justice. We further want that there should be no 
repetition of such atrocities in future. 

Rai MAHENDRA OHANDRA MITRA Bahadurj I desire to make 
a few observations with regard to the several resolutions moved. There 
is a similarity of thought in several resolutions asking for the formation 
of h committee to inquire into and report to Government so that Gov¬ 
ernment may take such action as is necessary. One resolution at 
a suggestion for action being taken, without the appointment of a com¬ 
mittee. What procedure is to be adopted? If 1 feel the-pulse of the 
people correctly there is considerable desire on thsii;.part to have .:a 
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further inquiry by a competent committee. The people of this vast pro¬ 
vince are of opinion that the coolies at Chandpur have been maltreated 
and assaulted ^thout any justification. This impression or, say, firm 
i^ea is not based upon sands. The whole country has got several ver¬ 
sions of the affairs—official and non-official. They have outlined a pic¬ 
ture in their minds about the midnight raid by Qurkhas—the wounded 
coolies weeping and crying—^the terrible Gurkhas like the messengers of 
Yama—the coolies being driven from the place of their shelter at dead of 
night, running to save their lives with babies in their arms, and this 
in the presence of Government high officials, the protectors of their life 
and liberty. The picture presents no exaggejation. This we gather 
from the dry and solid facta supplied in the official rommuniqii^. Tlieso 
facts have also been supplied to the Council by the movers and by the 
Press. Can we throw the curtain over this tragic and heartless scene? 
We listen still to the voice of the people demanding justice to them. 
The coolies have gone away with a feeling that the benign Government, 
the protector of life and property of the Indians, have not shown them 
any mercy by giving concessions and allowances. The Indian subjects 
little understand the policy of Government unless it is tinged with 
mercy. In the Council of administrators of the country, their policy 
ought to be shaped, moulded and formulated on the ethics of hxunanity. 
The basis, the broad basis of British Gevernment, is Justice. Any 
apprehension of the breach of this principle brings discredit to the 
administration. Whenever there is a wrong, or supposed wrong, the 
people look up to Government for help. If the policy of Government 
be not consonant with this popular view, which may be founded upon 
rumours or misapprehension of real facts and, if not tested by the logic 
of facts, it is open to severe criticism. The people have done so—a 
section of the Press has done so. Goveniment have not listened to the 
voice of the people, for the voice of the people is the voice of God. The 
people have condemned the action of those men concerned in the Chand¬ 
pur affair—a strong condemnation. Government have not yet taken 
an}' action on the facts—dry, firm and solid facts. As a representative 
of the people, f wanted to know the real facts, by asking Government 
to lay on the table the correspondence between the Government of Assam 
and the Bengal Government, the correspondence among the Planters’ 
Association and different local Governments and the officials. It has 
declined the production of these papers. This is a proof of the weakness 
of the case of the officials concerned. If we want to impress upon the 
people, that the version of the communique is correct, then there ought 
to be an open and public inquiry by the representatives of the people 
and also by a few officials on behalf of Government. If the result of the 
inquiry of the committee shows that the picture is a true one, then those 
who are guilty must be punished, for the sake of Justice,” to quote 
the words of BQs Bxcellenby the Viceroy of India, if not from a hunu^ni- 
tarian point of view. 
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I am recommending the procedure of the appointment of a committee 
to secure the confidence of the people who loudly demand for it. 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTTS I have listened with very great care 
to the numerous speeches that have been delivered in this House 
both yesterday and to-day and particularly to the very effective speech 
of the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler. I was much impressed by it but, I 
confess, I cannot say that I was convinced by his arguments; and this, 
for the simple reason that there are a number of broad, outstanding 
features in the Chandpur affair which cannot be explained away by mere 
statements made in the House, and can only be properly dealt with by a 
committee of inquiry. Besides this, the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler’s 
statement in the House as also the statement that was published in the 
papers some weeks back are silent on many important points in reference 
to which findings are necessary. 

Sir, a great deal has been said with reference to the mischief caused 
by non-co-operators in Chandpur. We are told that the non-co-operatprs 
went about the tea plantations and by fair words and false promises 
induced the unfortunate coolies to break their engagements with their 
employers. I need not deal with the numerous allegations against them, 
but I say, if half of these allegations are true, then the non-co-operators 
"deserve the severest condemnation, and I for one shall certainly have no 
hesitation in openly condemning their conduct in reference to the Chand¬ 
pur affair. But that is not the issue before us. The issue before us is 
whether Government, or the local authorities, acted rightly in employing 
Gurkha troops for the purpose of removing the coolies from the station 
precincts on the night of the 20th. That is the only broad issue. It has 
been suggested that an inquiry at this stage would serve no useful pur¬ 
pose as the coolies have gone home and cannot be brought back, and that 
therefore their evidence will not be available. I admit the force of that 
argument, but, at the same time, I think that it cannot be suggested that 
no evidence is available as to the' nature of the wounds inflicted on the 
bodies of the unfortunate coolies. I understand that the evidence of the 
doctors who attended on them after the incident is available, and they 
are fully prepared to give their evidence before a committee of inquiry. 
However that may be, that is only one of the many issues.- The nature 
of the injuries inflicted on the coolies raises only one issue, but there 
are other issues besides, which are of equal importance and should be 
dealt with by a committee of inquiry, if a committee of inquiry is decided 
upon. Let me shortly state some of the more important issues upon which 
we want a decision. The first issue is whether the circumstances at 
Chandpur were such as to warrant the employmrat of Gurkha pdice in 
order to remove the coolies at 11 o*cl6ck at nis^t mi the !^h May.' I 
leave aside the question, of violence altogether —1 only ask if the cirGum- 
stances at Chandpur were sudh as to justify oaUing the Assistffince of the 
Gurklia military police. NoFt w this oonneotioUi I idiould liioe to adc 
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you to remember wbat bas been Happening in England recently. India 
is not the only place where trouble exists. Even to-day the coal strike 
is going on in England, and in Ireland, well, there is almost open rebel¬ 
lion. The Government there have dealt u'ith the situation with remark-, 
able tact and self-restraint and I do not remember having read in any 
newspaper of that Government employing military force under conditions 
similar to those at Chandpur. It must be admitted that it was preposte¬ 
rous to allow the military police at dead of night to remove the coolies— 
men women and children—gathered on the railway premises. At most, 
the coolies may be charged with the guilty of trespass, if at all, and noth¬ 
ing more than trespass. In this circumstance the measures that were 
adopted appear to be arbitrary and iniquitous. 

The local officers have been charged with high-handed excesses as 
regards the means they took to effect a clearance of the crowd from the 
railway premises. Now, a committee if appointed will sift the matter 
very thoroughly and many new facts will be brought to light. The uti¬ 
lity of a committee also lies in the fact that it will give the local officials 
concerned a chance of defending themselves, by stating the actual cir¬ 
cumstances under which they acted, so that the public will be in a posi¬ 
tion to judge whether there was any justification for their conduct which 
has been so universally condemned. Therefore I plead for a committee 
so that they may be given an opportunity of justifying themselves. 
Several speakers have given their opinion that the conduct of the locul 
officials concerned in this lamentable affair is unworthy of them and it is 
but right and proper that they should be allowed to make their own state¬ 
ments. 

Now, Sir, there is another point upon which we want some informa¬ 
tion in reference to which the statement made by the Hon’ble Sir Henry 
Wheeler in this House and that published in the papers here are both 
bilent. And it is this. What was Mr. Macpherson doing at Chandpur 
during the days that he was there? We are told again and again that 
Government had adopted a policy of neutrality. But what was the atti¬ 
tude of the local officials in their dealings with that gentleman? It 
seems to me that Mr. Macpherson was trying to take back the coolies 
from Chandpur to the plantations and that the local officials were assist¬ 
ing him. I do not know how far the statements are true, and I think it is 
only fair to give these officials a chance of clearing themselves, if they 
can, of this charge. I shall not take up more time of the Council with 
a recital of the numerous issues involved in the Chandpur affair, but 1 
may be permitted to say that the matter is one which requires to be 
thorpugh]^ sifted, and I cannot understand why Government is so 
averse^, the aj^intment of a committee, which alone can effect this 
purpose. 

Mr. H. A.STAIIKt I move that the question be now put. 

jMki SlfRtNDIIA HATH MULLtOKt I want a division. 
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Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Mr. Stark is wUling 
to withdraw his motion and let Mr. Mullick have the opportunity of 
making a speech. 

The PRESIDENT: 1 *am afraid I cannot allow that. 

On the motion being put a division was taken with the result that the 
motion for closure was declared lost. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: After the lengthy debate that 
we have had over these resolutions, 1 have got scarcely anything to say, 
but I should like to put in one or two words. We have all heard what 
the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler had to say in his report. We have also 
heard the other party—I mean the non-co-operation party—and I don’t 
think any good will result from the appointment of any committee of this 
nature. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: There is no non-co-opera¬ 
tion party here. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: We have read in the papers 
what the other party had to say. Then we have got almost all the facts 
before u.s, and further, in my opinion, a committee of inquiry would do 
no good w'hatever. So, in the absence of any other resolution in the 
agenda, I support that of Babu Jatindra Nath Basu. 

However, I have one appeal to make to the Government officials. I 
appeal to them to exert their utmost and see that such incidents do not 
occur again; the recurrence of such incidents would only make the people 
lose all faith in the justice of British rule. We are the followers of the 
Sanatan Dharma and faith in kings is the part of our religion, and any 
incidents which will tend to strike at the root of such a faith cannot but 
be deplored by the people of this country. 

With these words, I beg to support the resolution of Babu Jatindra 
Nath Basu. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: I rise to support the resolution 
of Babu Jatindra Nath Basu and oppose the other resolutioxis. Of course, 
the Chandpur affair, the attack on the night of the 20th May on the help¬ 
less and innocent people when they were sleeping to eject them—^to evict 
them—from the railway premises sometimes at the point of bayonet and 
often by the butt-end of the guns by the military police is an outrage 
which no sane man can tolerate. I wish and I think it is the sense of 
the Council by the repeated closures that have been put and disregarded 
that we are ready, and we are all agreed, to speak something with regard 
to the outrage that was committed upon these helpless people. Innocent 
females with their little children were sleeping in the railway premises 
and they were going to^be evicted unmercifully by the military police. 
This is a spectacle which no civilised Government can tolerate, and I am 
sorry that the high officials are Indi^. This fii'a matter of de^ aorrpw 



mi.] OHAKBPija matriRY. * m 

to this Council, and this Council, as the representative of the Province, 
cannot overlook that high-handed action on the part of these Indian 
officials. That is the sense of this Council which I wish to impress upon 
you, and I think that is the message which we are to convey to the people 
and to the whole country. This, I think, is quite sufficient instead of 
instituting a committee of inquiry now. What would the committee of 
inquiry do? They are certainly not to go to Gorakhpur to see who the 
coolies were, who were assaulted, who were bayoneted, or who were beaten 
with the butt-end of the guns; the coolies have left the scene. 

It is said that the electric light was put out. I think it is very unjust 
on the part of the people to surmise that the light was put out in order to 
commit that outrage'. It may be that it was train time when there was 
electric light, and as soon as the train was gone, the light was put out. 
The ndn-uo-operators may say that it was for the purpose of committing 
the outrage that the light was put out. This is a veiy uncharitable way 
of judging things. 

Therefore, the outrage is the only subject for consideration before 
this House, and those officials who were connected with it are to be 
brought to book if need be. It lies with the Government as well as with 
this Council to devise ways and means as to how to bring those officials 
to book. , t 

With these words, I support the resolution of Babu Jatindra Nath 
Basu. 

Mjinshi MAKRAMALI addressed the Council in Bengali in support 
of the resolutions. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLiCK: In reply to what has been 
"said by the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler in opposing my resolution T, 
first of all, beg to draw the attention of the House to two observations 
made by him which I.do consider to be highly objectionable from the 
point of view of those members who have moved these re.solution8 or 
others connected with-them. 

These observations are—firstly, that “ the speeches of members 
supporting the resolution (for inquiries) indicate that in their request 
for an inquiiy in which some of these members would sit, they wanted 
to put in the opinion of these members and it was evident that it was 
not a request for an inquiry but a desire to express their condemnation,” 
and secondly, ” it would be evident from the extracts (from the Indian 
papers quoted* by the Hqn^ble Member) that a deliberate attempt was 
made to use it as a weapon to caiuminato the Government and that this 
‘ s^jMftrstructure of libellous misrepresentation had culminated in a demand 
for inquiry.** I would stop and ask the House to consider if this is not 
' a direct attack upon the honesty of purpose which led those members 
of the Council who drew attention to the fact or had the audacity, 
according tp^the Hon’ble Member, to question his report and point out 
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that it had failed to command that confidence which was expected of it. 
I ask the House to consider whether observations of this character 
which Sir Henry Wheeler thinks are the keystones on which he has 
built with great pride his wall of opposition to my resolution are at all 
justifiable by an Hon’ble Member. The attitude of Sir Henry Wheeler 
from the very beginning is one of special pleading. For reasons obvious 
to everybody—and 1 need hardly dilate on that—^he had lost all balance 
of judgment in this matter. Maledictions have been the very basis of 
his report and, 1 think, I should have been surprised if the Hon’ble 
Member could have cast off that lamentable frame of mind and could 
have found his way to be more dignified or less malignant even in his 
observations in this House. Suffice it for myself and my friends, who 
have supported me, to say that I emphatically repudiate the sinister 
insinuations contained in those observations. 

As regards the specific items for clearing up of which I demand a 
committee of inquiry, out of the whole lot of them to which I have defi* 
nitely refeired, and others which I have suggested without elaborating, 
I find that Sir Henry Wheeler has taken up only three of them in his 
reply. First of all he has dealt with the question of bayonet wounds. 
He has said that he saw 16 wounded persons and made inquiries from 
the medical men who attended them, and his opinion is that none of 
those wounds were bayonet wourids. In reply to that I beg to draw the 
attention of the House to the statements of some of these doctors which 
appeared in the newspaper of 19th June. I hope they will remove the 
misconception of my young friend, Mr. Suhrawardy, as well as of 
elderly friends like Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur. The first 
is of Dr. Jogesh Chandra Sur, who is the gentleman who, along with 
others, examined many coolies, the number of whom was over 50 and 60 
the next morning, and his statement is this; “ I found punctured wounds 
on most of them probably caused by pointed weapons such as bayonets. 
The punctures were deep and the bleeding was profuse. The limbs and 
some parts of the body were in most cases covered with blood. Some 
wounds were bleeding even at the time of my examination.'^ And this 
examination had taken place twelve hours after. After this are we to 
accept the ipse dixit of Sir Henry Wheeler based on the hearsay evi¬ 
dence of sub-assistant surgeons? 

As regards the 16th of Sir Henry Wheeler’s cases, viz., that of the 
girl of 8 years with a wound just below the right eye, the said doctor's 
opinion is that it was a deep punctured wound caused probably by the 
end of a bayonet. As regards these punctured wounds his further state¬ 
ment is that these wounds could not have been caused by any other 
than a pointed weapon and, he adds, that some pointed weapon must 
have been used. . This gentleman is an M.B. of the (^cutta Univer¬ 
sity and he and his assistants attended to 60 or 60 cases of wounds not 
to speak of the minor cases iWdch required no special medical aHention. 

J also beg to point out to the House that his statement oontmns in many 
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instances the name, age, sex, residence and the name of the tea garden 
from which they came. In this connection, I also beg to refer next 
to the statement of Dr. Qumnath Bose, a medical practitioner of over 
20 years' standing at Chandpur, who attended to some eight or ten 
coolies on the next morning between 7 and 9. He says, “ I rememl)er' 
that a female cooly had a contused wound oh the left parietal region,” 
the left side of the head. He further says ” I found p\inctured 
wounds on the person of three or four coolies, one of them being Gulna 
who was present there.” He said he also found another female who 
had a punctured wound just above the left eyebrow. He further said 
that these fractured wounds were caused by a pointed weapon. There 
is also the statement of Norendra Humar Brahmachari who is a B.Sc. 
with honours in Physiology and had appeared in the iirst M.B. Examina¬ 
tion of the Calcutta University, Amongst other injuries of which he 
had given detailed description he found many instances of fractures, 
sprains and punctured wounds. In his statement he spoke of (1) Son- 
keli of the Bakhchhira garden who had a simple fracture of the radius 
bone (t.e., arm): (2) of Jugna Baluchera garden who had two frac¬ 
tures, one on* the right ulna (hand) and the other'on the right fibula 
(leg) bones which he says could have been caused by a lathi or the butt- 
end of a gun. He speaks also of one Monglip, a female coolie, of the 
Baluchera garden who had congestion of blood at several jdaces all over 
her body, probably caused bjr innumerable lathi blows. 

On the face of such materials available is any man justified in say¬ 
ing, as Sir Henry Wheeler has said, that no bayonets were used, none 
of the wounds was severe and that there were sufficient proofs that seri¬ 
ous injuries had never occurred? On these facts, I beg to draw the 
attention of the House to the question raised by me as to whether there 
is or not ample room and necessity for an inquiry into the fact of bay¬ 
onets having been used. In this connection I may, in passing, draw 
the attention of the House to the attitude of my hon’ble friend, 
Mr. Watson-Smyth. He exclaimed in the course of his speech to sup¬ 
port the burking of the proposed inquiry. ” What was done?” 
** After all there was no great harm done and nobody was killed?** In 
his anxiety to oppose the inquiry and shut out the light he has out- 
Heroded Herod himself by laying down that there was nothing serious 
in the matter as no life was lost. I thank him very much for his great 
and kind appreciation of the value of the life of a native, and 1 also 
thank him, on behalf of the co<dies maimed and pierced, for his implied 
promise to take notice in future of any such incident in which coolies 
may be maimed or pierced to actual death and that by the doeens. 

The^ hext point that 8ir Henry Wheeler has dealt with is the 
quesUon of talUng. tft the Owkhas. He has said that there were only 
70 policemen undet the control of Mr. De of wh^ 22 only were armed. 

1 am surprised at^this statement for I am sure Wat at Chittagong alone 
there is a very large number of Reserve Police Ccmstables not to speak 
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of a similar number in Comilla itself. This fact, I again say, requires 
an inquiry. Then Sir Henry Wheeler suggests that those 60 Gurkhas 
armed with bayonets were called in (I quote his language) to cope with 
the coolies. To cope with the coolies is to my mind a ridiculous and a 
preposterous expression. Assuming that there were 3,000 coolies (at 
least half of whom, if not more, were women and children, and to quote 
the words of that noble-hearted Englishman, the Most Beverend the 
Bishop of Assam Avho himself carried the cholera-stricken coolies and 
whose yet nobler wife tried by her devoted nursing to keep them away , 
from death—^he, that strong son of God and servant of Christ, has said— 
“ the coolies of whom many were well, many more sick, many more 
quite emaciated ”)—this formidable army of 3,000 coolies, men, 
women and children, sick and emaciated, frail and miserable, was no 
doubt a very redoubtable set of people to cope with. It is a shame to 
conceive an idea of this description and to bring down Gurkha soldiers 
to give them a charge at midnight. 1 am sure, Sir, that since the days 
of Balaclava and liord Raglan, and the famous charge of the Light Bri¬ 
gade, there has never been, in the history of the British arms, such a 
brilliant charge as that of the Gurkha Brigade on these valiant coolies. 
Sir, it hovS been said by Sir Heniy Wheeler in his own report that only 
two companies of Gurkha soldiers, each consisting of eight to ten, were 
employed for the purpose of making this charge and his distinct state¬ 
ment is that the rest did not take pari. In this ch’cumstance, I would 
leave it to this hoii’ble House to imagine for themselves if any case has 
been made out for calling in the Gurkhas, or, if it has been proved to 
their satisfaction that, in the districts of Chittagong and Comilla, 
there were not more than 22 armed police constables available. It is 
admitted after all on the question of the forceful opposition rendered 
by the coolies that the Gurkhas snatched their lathis away and hit them 
and their bundles with their own lathis. It is further admitted by the 
Hon'ble Member that the whole of the opposition of these forceful and 
formidable coolies was completely overcome in the course of a few 
minutes by 16 to 20 Gurkhas. What a tremendous opposition to cope 
with? The question that now arises with greater force after the reply 
of the Hon’ble Member, is whether this plea of the alleged insufficiency 
of the local armed police was true or whether the Gurkha soldiers were 
deliberately called in for quick and intensified action. Regard being 
had to the heart-felt appreciation of the glorious victory achieved by 
the valiant Gurkhas over their redoubtable cooly opponents (men, 
women, children and their luggage). I should not be surprised if a 
8tiK>lementary budget be placed in the next Council for erecting a 
Victory Memorial at- i 

At this stage, the member reached the time-limit. ' 

Babu BURBNDRA^ATH MULLlCKt May I beW^iitted to finish 
this sentence? 
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TIM PRESIDENT: I cannot allow you to do ao. 

At tkis stage as Babu Jatindra Natli Basu who was called upon to 
reply was absent, the President called upon the Hon’ble Sir Henry 
Wheeler to speak. 

Rai aOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: May 1 rise to a point 
of order? Is the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler entitled to speak again? 

The PRESIDENT: Yes, under rule 4lu 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Have I not the right of 
reply ? 

The PRESIDENT: I have treated all the motions, except No. 45, as 
amendments to No. 42. Therefore, the Rai Bahadur has no right of 
reply. The movers of Nos. 42 and 45 had the right of reply. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: I do not propose to follow 
Babu Surendra Nath Mullick into the personal attacks on myself which 
he has seen fit to introduce in his speech; 1 will only refer to the two 
remarks in particular to which he has taken such grave exception, 
namely, firstly, that I should have said that the general tone of the 
speeches delivered in this Chamber indicated rather a desire fur condem¬ 
nation than a wish for an inquiry. It is,true that I made that remark, 
and I maintain that it was justified. In fact, it has been admitted by 
more than one speaker that there has been an inquiry, that we know 
sufficiently well what happened, and, as one speaker has even said, that 
there is nobody in this Council who is not agrcetl that the officials were 
all in the wrong. In the face of all that, I maintain that I was merely 
speaking with accuracy. 

Secondly, Babu Surendra Nath Mullick has complained that I should 
have said that the campaign of exaggeration which was started in con¬ 
nection with this incident has culminated in this request for an inquiry. 
But, on Friday, I gave lengthy details to the Council of what exaggera¬ 
tions and misrepresentations had actually been put about, and I support¬ 
ed my contention with quotations of chapter and verso. We have seen 
the effect of that campaign reflected in many of the speeches that we 
have heard during these two days, namely, that it is assumed that there 
must have been some basis for these appalling charges that have been 
made. Nay, further^ Babu Surendra Nath Mullick, in spite of all that 
has been explained, would still apparently repeat that many of them 
were true. In .that sense, I again maintain that the campaign of cal¬ 
umny, which was started in so many quarters the moment this incident 
occurred, has met with success in so far as it has misled the minds of 
'meny. ' 

1 hewe already dealt with this matter at length. 1 have endeavoured 
to picture the' atmosphere which was created immediately after the 
occurrenoe^^ and I have endeavoured to sbite in c^ear language what 
seemed to me to be a fair and simple account of what really happened, 
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bringing it down from the realms of rhetoric and oratory to a plain state¬ 
ment of fact. I have dealt with most of the leading points that were 
brought forward. I have endeavoured to explain why the military police 
were brought in on the night of the 20th, namely, for the reason that, 
looking to the size of the crowd of coolies the a.uthorities had to deal 
with, and looking to their behaviour on the night of the 19th, it was 
apprehended (and not unreasonably) by the local officers that they had 
not sufficient men to undertake definite action against the crowd in 
order to move them from the station premises. We have been told by 
Professor Mukherji that there was no evidence that the police on the 19th 
failed to preserve order; but surely when you have the subdivisional 
officer having to run in the face of an uruly crowd armed with lathis, 
to take refuge in a fiat and to draw up the gangway in order to ensure his 
protection, it can scarcely be said that what an ordinary man would call 
peace and order prevailed. 

Then, again, I have dealt with the matter why action was taken at 
night instead of being deferred till the next morning—a matter which, 

I. am quite aware, has been viewed with some concern by many. But, 
perhaps, I failed on Friday to emphasise a point which is worth remem¬ 
bering, and that is the somewhat peculiar train arrangements that obtain 
at Chundpur. The two boats that come from Narainganj and Goalundo 
come in in the evening somewhere in the neighbourhood of 9 o’clock; 
after which two trains are despatched—one to Chittagong, leaving at 
21->% hours, and the other to Assam, leaving at about 20-40. From the 
other direction a slow train comes in just a little after midnight, and the 
Chittagong mail and the Assam mail at about 4 o’clock in the morning. 
The traffic of the station is, therefore, conducted during the night. 
The boats which bring in the mails from Narainganj and Goalundo at 
about 9 o’clock have to wait there all night to take away the mail at 
5 o’clock the next morning. The risk, therefore, of disorder at the 
station and of the rushing of the boats, which had actually occurred on 
the previous night,.existed during the night hours and not during the 
day; and it was largely in the fear of a repetition of the incidents of 
the 19th that the authorities decided, in the course of the 20th that, 
as soon as the forces at their disposal were sufficient, it was essential 
that they should move the coolies away from the station. 

I have dealt further with the story of the water-logged football 
ground and also with the legend of the lights. I have dealt at much 
length—and that apparently to little purpose—with the question of the 
wounds. We are still again told by Babu Surendra Nath Mullick that 
the wounds were numerous and serious, despite the evidence I have given 
that the first story of hundreds of wounds, etc., came down at my ins¬ 
pection to the production of 16 men bearing injurfes of the character 
which I have described in my report. I admjt that there were state¬ 
ments on the other side. If you believe half the thingn that have appeared 
in the new^pers, if you believe one-tenth of the things tibt have been 
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alleged in speeches, you will belieTe that men were killed others drowned, 
and babies trampled upon. 1 can only quote the eyidence in support of 
my view and press that, when I made ah inspection ten days after the 
incident, at a time when it was known that I desired to see anybody 
who had been wounded, not more than sixteen injuries could be shown 
to me and the stories of diowning and killing were abandoned. It has 
particularly aroused the anger of Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Bay ^hat I 
should describe that it was difficult for a small statiired Gurkha to inflict 
with a bayonet a small superficial wound on the top of the head of a 
fairly fall man, and he has asked whether I considered the possibility 
that the man was sitting or lying on the ground. I did consider that 
contingency, but the wound was about half an inch deep and an inch 
long; had there been a lunge with a bayonet at the head of a man on the 
ground one’ would rather have expected to have found the skull split. 
The same applies to the case of the abrasion on the eye of a girl of about 
eight years; unless these “ rough and brutal ” Gurkhas can handle their 
bayonets with the dexterity of a surgeon using a lancet in an operation, 
it is not possible that they could have driven a bayonet into this child's 
eye, and for her to have appeared before me after ten days with the 
wound practically cured and the eye clear and intact. It is noticeable 
that in the report of the non-official comnyttee which has appeai'ed in 
the newspapers to-day only three specific cases of bayonet wounds are 
. alleged. 

So much for the points with which I have dealt before, and as thei’e 
are a few points which, 1 find, I did not mention, I will run over them, 
lest it be said that I have no answer available. 

I have been asked why Government changed its policy about repa¬ 
triation P It has been argued that Mr. De, Mr. Wares and Mr. Sinha 
must have acted originally with our authority in repatriating the first 
batch of coolies, and it is therefore surmised that some change cume 
over us, which, it is argued, must have been due to the malign influence 
of Mr. Macpherson. May I repeat that Mr. De and the local officials 
did act at first entirely on their own authority, and that we never heard 
of the action they had taken until it was an accomplished fact; as soon as 
we did hear we issued orders to the effect that we were unable to accede 
to a policy of repatriation at the cost of Government. 

Another point in that connection on which stress has been laid is 
why was Mr. Macpherson allowed to go to Ghandpur? It seems to me 
to be rather overlooked that there were two sides to the question. 
Assuming that it was a labour dispute, there was the case of the employ¬ 
er ^nd there was the case of the employed. Mr. Macpherson was repres¬ 
enting tho case of the employers, and I can see nothing strange in that, 
on behalf of those whom he represented, he should want to go to Ghandpur 
himself to see what was hap^ning. He went, there neither under the ‘ 
dii^ction nor with the sanction of Government, because whatever view 
may be held in some quarters as to our directions to the steamer company 



4K2 


CHANDPUR INQUIRY. 


[11th Jui^y 


in the matter of the issue of free passages, we really cannot prevent a 
European going to Sealdah and taking a ticket for Chandpur if lie wishes 
to do so. i 

Eurther, it has been asked why was Mr. Macpherson at the station 
on the evening of the 19th? Since I returned from Darjeeling, I had 
the advantage of seeing Mr. Macpherson—a gentleman whom I hadN never 
seen before. He told me that when the row broke out at the station 
Mr Rope came to the Subdivisional Officer*s bungalow and asked for 
assistance. He along with two other gentlemen went merely as public- 
spirited citizens to help in restoring order. That is the simple explana¬ 
tion of his presence on that night. He was there for the laudable 
purpose of trying to help in restoring order at a place where trouble and 
disorder were in progress. 

The last point, although I have already alluded to it in my original 
report, is why was nothing done to help the wounded on the night of 
the 20th? The reason was, as given in my report, that the authorities 
were not aware that injuries of a serious kind had been inflicted, and 
neither were medical facilities available at night. Next morning they 
did what they could in sending to inquire about the wounded, but every 
obstacle was placed by the non-co-operation party in the way of their 
attending to the wounded or giving any help in the matter. 

I think that sums up the main detailed points which have been 
touched upon in the course of this debate. But I would like to invite the 
attention of the Council to certain rather sweeping general propositions, 
to which various speakers have sought to commit us in the considera¬ 
tion of this matter. They seem to me to be propositions which go 
rather far, and which, when stated in cold blood, might have somewhat 
far-reaching consequences. Apparently—I quite recognise that the 
majority of the Council is against me in this matter—but apparently 
it is held that if in the course of a labour dispute any body of men go to 
a railway station and say they will remain there until they are taken 
to their homes, it is the duty of the Government to pay their fares. 
That seems to me to be a curious proposition. It has been also argued 
that if the same body of men decline to move, no action is to be taken to 
make them do so. Now, this has been argued about Chandpur. Chand¬ 
pur is a long way from Calcutta and in a part of the province which, in 
some quarters, possibly, is regarded as somewhat backward. But suppos¬ 
ing the same thing took place at Howrah; Howrah is an airy well-venti¬ 
lated place, much better probably than the habitations of many of the out¬ 
side lalmurers who work in Calcutta: suppose a large number of labourers 
were to go down io Howrah and squat there; 

[At this stage the Hon’ble Member reached the time-limit.] 

ThB PRESIDENTS I allow' you to go on, 

Babu SURENDBA NATH MULLICKs Is SinHeniy Wheeler to be 
allowed to go on? 
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The PRESIDENT: I have allowed him to go on. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICKl Thank you, Sir. 

The Ho'n'ble'Sir HENRY WHEELER: Suppose everybody who 
wanted to {?o to his railway carnage had to walk between lines ot police 
to get there. We can easily imagine what sort of outcry would be 
raised, and the tenure of office of the Commissioner of Police, or what> 
over official could not manage to move those men away, would be decid¬ 
edly precarious. 

The next proposition is apparently that if officials charged with res¬ 
ponsibility for the peace and good order of the district attempt to move 
such men, they are to be stigmatised as criminals and demands are to be 
made in this Council for what has been described as their “condign pun¬ 
ishment.** Is that the proposition that is to be known to all in this 
province as finding favour in the eyes of this Council? 

We have had other curious theories ipropounded. As I have already 
mentioned, we have it laid down that in a dispute between labour and 
capital, although the labourers may be under influences of various un¬ 
desirable kinds, yet on the side of the employer nobody is to approach 
them; they are merely to be let alone. Then we are told that if the 
conduct of an official is called in question i^ shows a “lack of states¬ 
manship’’ for an inquiry to be made by the officials to whom he is res¬ 
ponsible. Indeed, if we are to meet the wishes of Kumar Shib Shek- 
hareswar Ray, it is intolerable that any attempt should be made on the 
part of an official to defend that conduct. I am told that my report, 
which merely pretendotl to be a straightforward and simple statement 
of fact, far from allaying public anxiety has inflamed the public mind. 
I hesitate to believe that a plain statement of fact would have that 
result even in this province. 

I again urge \ipon the Council that they should endeavour to view this 
matter in a reasonable aspect free from the prejudices and misrepresent¬ 
ations that have sprung up around it. I further ask them to endeavour 
to look at it partly from the point of view of "the officials. It is no plea¬ 
sant task for any man to have to restore law and order in his district. 
It is not a pleasant task for any man to be asked to deal with the situa¬ 
tion that arose in Chandpur. We believe, and we have given reasons for 
our belief, that our officials endeavoured to deal with the situation in a 
reasonable manner; and in doing so they took a certain amount of res¬ 
ponsibility for the acta they did. Officials, like other people, can be divi¬ 
ded into three kinds. There'ia a minority of sufficient strength of mind 
and character to "be willing to take responsibility under any circum- 
stance^; there is a minority of sufficient weakness of character and lack 
of strength of mind to take responsibility under no circumstances; and 
there is the majority which, assured and supported by a sense of disci¬ 
pline and the ^e traditiras of public servide, -and relying on fair and 
reasonable treatment at the hands of those who have to judge them, 
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will in an emergency take responsibility npon themselves. But there 
can be nothing more destructive to the morale of that majority if they 
are to act in fear of being stigmatised as criminals, as hfts been the case 
more than once in the course of this debate. 

The PRESIDENT: 1 think, first of all, I ought to say that there 
has been only one speaker on the Government side and, .therefore, I 
thought it my duty to give the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler all the 
opportunity h^ wanted to place the views of the Government before the 
House. T now come to the question of votes.' What I propose to do is 
this: resolution No- 45 is different from the rest. I will therefore 
deal with Nos. 42, 43, 44, 46, 47 and 48 together. These involve three 
main points and it would be desirable and convenient to divide them 
into these three points which would be put to the Council separately 
one by one. The first point is whether there should be a committee. 
The next is what should the constitution of that committee be, and the 
third point is the terms of refevenco to the committee. 

I now put the first point to vote:— 

‘This council recommends to the Government that a committee 
be appointed to inquire into the Ghandpur affair.” 

Those who are in favour of the appointment of a committee will say 
“Aye”—those who are against it will say “No.” 

A division was then taken with the following result:— 


AYES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Ohom. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Aiaharuddin. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Rail Uddin. 

Ahmad, Munahi Jafar. 

Alay, thaikh Mahboob. 

Arhamuddin, Mauivi Khandakar. 
Bbattaaharji, Babu Ham Chandra. 
Charmakar, Babu Raaik Chandra. 
Chaudhuri,'Babu Kfahori Mahan. . 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Hahiar 
Hahman. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harandranath. 

Chaudhuri, tir Aahutoah. 

Da, Babu Fanindralal. 

Dun, Rai Bahadur Or. Maridhan. 

DuUa, Babu Annada Charan. 

Outta, BaBtt Indu Bhuahan. 

Janal^ Baba Sarat Chandra. 

Karim, Mauivi Faiiai. 

khan, Mauivi Md. Raliqua Uddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 


Makramali, Munahi. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Mukharji, Babu tatiah Chandra. 
Muhhopadlfdya, Babu Carat Chandra. 
Mulliok, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Nakay, Miraa Muhammad All. 

Naakar. Babu Ham Chandra. 

Pahlawan, Mauivi Md. Abdul dubbar. 
Pal, Rai Bahadur Radha Charan. 

Ray, Babu Bhabandra Chandra. ~ 

Ray, Babu Burandra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar Bhib Bhakharaaarar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Kriahna Chandra. 
Ray, Babu dacandra Nath. 

Ray, Babu NalinI Nath. 

Ray, Mr, TUrlt Bhuaan. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. 
Barkar, Bahu Riahindra Nath. 

Binha, Babu Burandra Naray-ui. 
Buhraurardy, Dr. A. 


NOES. 

Ahmad, khan Bahadur Mauivi Waaimuddin. Bartan, Ma H. 
AMnad, Mautvi Yakuinuddin. Baadak Mr. S. F, 

AHua, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamad. Birlay,Mr.l»- 
Banarjaa..tha Hawbia Bir Burandra Nath. | Bomimmi Mn ik H, 
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^«2«rti ifel MWi KuMMaM. 

Mn A. 

Hfr, W. 0. 

flM| IMAu SMtlmuMtov, 

M ^ ialladiir Amar naHi. 
dm Itopta, DpAh NItanui CtanPra. 
Dm Mr. D. e. 

M^pl^ Mr, 4. 
rmul, K. A. M. 

DhpUli. DPI AahiA Nflimiiii. 
illiPM, Mr. O. 0. 

OlMMf. Rp{ Dahadur dagaiMfra Chaniftr. 
Dapta, Mr. N. B. 

Mm. Maalvl A. K. FaxI'Ul. 

Mopkynt, Mr. W. S. 

Hprtiaif, Mr, W. W. 

Nap, Mauivi Bkramul. 

4aMMs, Mr. R. H. L, Langford. 

Karr, tpo Hon’Mo Mr. 4. H 
Khan, Baku Oovondra Lai. 

Lang, Mr. 4. 


LarpMUf, Mr. P. A. 

LMMb Mr. O. H. 

•ss^sisr* “***" *• 

Marr, 

Moltenzio, MB i. F. 

Mittor, tko Non'blo Mr; P. Q. 
MukhorjM. Baku NItya Dkon. 

Mukhorjl, Protossor t. 0. 

O'Kinoaly Lt^ool. FrMloriok. 

0‘Mailoy, Mr. L. t. t. 

Fayna, Mr. o. F. 

Rahtinv Mr. Abdur. 

Rahim, tho Hon'blo tir Abd>ur. 

Ray Chaudhury. Rnja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kihaunith 
Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. 4. 1,;. 

Roy, Raja Manljoll Singh. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Suhrawardy, Or. Haooan. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

Wation>Smyth, Mr. R. M. 

Whoolor, tho Hon’blo Sir Honry. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. 0. 


The Ayes being 40 and the Noes 66, the motion was lost. 


The PRESIDENT: The fi^-st motion being lost, the other connected 
motions also fail. I will now put No. 46 which runs as follows;— 

“This Council recommends to the Govehiment that such action be 
taken as regards the conduct of the local officials in the matter of the 
ejectment of the coolies and their families from the station at Chandpur 

on the 2Dth May, 1921, as will prevent the recurrence of similar inci- 
dents.“ 

The motion was agreed to. 


^Scarcity in Khulna. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: “ This Council recom- 
m|nd8 to the Government that they be pleased to tdke the aecessary 
steps for supplementing the efforts of the Local Belief Committees, with 
a vi0w to mitigating the distress caused by the prevailing soaroi^ in 
Khidn0.“ . 

Sir, the resolution which I have moved is a non-political and non- 
controyersial one. It is a resolution which voices the demand of the 
people for co-operati<m in the noble work of relieving the distreMi of 
serving humanity and I feel sure the Government in botlb^hranehes of 
dia^y^^ coma forward with outstretched hands of sympathy, fellow* 
Of^pefation with my countrymen. That is au acute 
admitted on all hands. Leaders of pubjiio opinion,''^represem. 
pebple, men who have ho bias against the 0bT6k3iment» 
P*:# in ^feeir views and 

with people itt deatitutiop and haS^ ^^ 
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heart of the districts hare horns testimony to the distress thst is 
ing there and have demanded larger and &ore aoiive Oo-o^nhiiott iek 
the alleviation of the nsBsery. Men like Sir P. C. Roy, Rai Amritf Lai 
Bahadur—President hud "^ice President of the District and Local 
Board-active co-operators in public welfare assembled in public 
ings and in public appeals have emphasised the need of a more Ub^^ 
policy in dealing with the Khulna distress. I hold in my hand a state¬ 
ment which shows that an area covering about nearly 660 square ii^es 
in Khulna consisting of 300 villages is very badly affected. This itfea 
lies within the jurisdiction of the police-stations Big^cha, Adiapur,. 
Shamsagar Magura in the Satkhira subdivision. The population of the 
affected area is nearly 400,000, of which 200,000 are badly affected. The 
devastating cyclone in the month of October 1919 was mainly respon¬ 
sible for the famine. It altogether ruined the country. Moreover the 
cyclone was attended with tidal waves which, overflowing embankments, 
entered the fields and deposited largo layers of salt on the soil. The 
failure of props in 1920 was due to insufiicient rainfall. The people made 
three successive attempts for growing crops, but were baffled in their 
endeavours to produce them on account of the deposit of salt. Seed¬ 
lings failed to germinate. The result was that the famine, which set in 
1919, increased in 1920. I am informed that there were deaths from 
starvation in the village of Gojura within the police-station of Kaligar 
which were known to the district authorities. Relief was given at the 
time by the District Board and Government. Since 1920 the distress is 
gradually growing in intensity and acuteness, and a vigorous policy to 
relief and succour is urgently needed. The public have organised relief 
committees and have been granting relief to the extent of Es. 20,000 or 
more. I understand from the reports received from local centres that 
they are not able to supply more than one seer^of rice to each individual 
for a.week and which amounts to about a little more than a chittack per 
diem. The result is that those unfortunate people have to go without 
rice for half a week. The District Board has made a free distribution 
of 180 lihiunds of rice and sold 84 maunds at Bs. 2 per maund and Q;§p~ 
ernment, I am told, has advanced a Mkavt loan of Es. 20,000 at the rate 
of Es'. 10 to^each man. This loan, as I understand, is being issued to 
those wlio have agricultural lands, but those who are landless are left to 
starve and tp die. Even this loan which is given for the purpose of cul¬ 
tivation is defrayed to the purchase of rice to satisfy the grievances bf 
hunger. 1 believe, therefore, that an advance has been or will be made, 
but thmsum m quite inadequate and will not help those who are in 
possession i-ot land. Some very heart-rendin|» description is 
from the pepple ministering j;o the wants of tod distoessed. It ia 
that they so po«r and impoverished that they are ttnable to Wfti 
nudity, that they are living on Iriad fruits and ieaede ahd th^ 4^|^ 
ooncomitimt t^ nervation are carrying many 
nntiwdy^'.iH^. 'l, A 
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■ to the offieial Teraioa t» pabliidxed in thi? 

iU tbatithere was a failure of crops in ldl9>S^t b^t 

. it makes tbe amasing statement that, but for :^;aitd^ milk and tisb, tbeto 
wp'^d baYO been starvation. Surely, Sir, EbuJaa is an enviable plaM 
... tt^Hve in. With delicious food, live fish and cream milk it affords a 

jbemptation to the people in other parts of the presidency. It is 
a.'djilightful place to live in as the elysium of Bengal. Our countoy is 

■ oaBhd Sonar Bangla. We have not seen it in our life time. It is a sort 

■ ol ihythology to us, but it seems that according to description given 
in thb communique, all the glories of the Sonar Bangla are still retained 
in some central place in the province. We are told however that no 
fruits worth the name can be had in the affected areas and cocoamit trees, 
the fruits of which supply nourishment to the people, cannot be had in 
the affected parts. There may be a few date trees, but people cannot 
live on date fruits. There is plenty of fish and some of the fish pre¬ 
served are zamindari properties and it is not available to the public at 
large. As regards milk there are very few cows in the affected areas. 
4griculturists have sold their cows to buy rice and no milk can be had 
for the poor people. If milk can be had for the asking as the Collector 
has put it, may I-ask how is it that the Collector himself purchased a 
thousand bottles of Horlick’s Milk for the preservation of children? 
To add to the misery of the people, milch cows were washed away by the 
cyclone of 1919. I would therefore respectfully submit this, Sir, for the 
consideration of Government and, I am sure, that help will ^be 
forthcoming to render more liberal tahavi loan for the purchase of cattle 
and seed; secondly, gratuitous distribution of food and cloth in co¬ 
operation with local charities; thirdly, medical relief in which, I am 
sure, our popular Minister in charge of Public Health is foremost; 
fourthly, the construction of huts for shelter of the homeless; and fifthly, 
embankments to shut out salt water. In conclusion, T desire, to say 
th^t here is a work of mercy and humanity in which the people are 
clamou^g for Government co-ojwration. We have got respohsiblo 
government partly conducted by the representatives of the ]^ple and 
partly by the bureaucracy. I do not know whether th^ famine is a 
transferred subject and whether it is administered by* our Ministers or by 
a kfex^ber of the bureaucracy. I am not sure in whose hands this subject 
is and if it is a reserved subject and is in the hands of the Hon^ble'kfem- 
ber who is not the elect of the people, I am sure. Members oi Govern¬ 
ment, to whicheiver department of administration they may belong‘fo« are 
all.aiumaied with a single-minded desire to seiwe the people, to> alleviate 

distress and to promote their well-being. Co-operation «diotild be 
ottr watchword. 

. ‘ . .f 






llltuliii Kt FAZLiUL HAQi lyise to say a few woroa in supfrort 
,I . have been , to some parts of the district and I tote 
the. ^stress that is prevailing there in.xtofil^ parte 
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the affected areas. It is true that relief measures have been started by 
organisation in the district and some relief is being given by Govern¬ 
ment, but with all that, the relief that is being given is quite inade¬ 
quate. There are tiro ways to my mind in which Government may 
help the people of this district. First, by giving some grant from pro* 
vincial revenues and, if that is not possible or if sufficient money be not 
forthcoming, Government may organise relief measures in a large scale 
just as was done during the cyclone of 1919. Sir, something ought to 
be done. The distress is really very acute and the efforts of private, 
charity should be supplemented by grants, if possible, from provincial 
revenues. 

With these few words, I beg to support this resolution. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: It is no doubt a happy 
sign of the times that a representative of the metropolis has been pleased 
to move for the relief of the Khulna distress—a mufassal misfortune. 
It is also a matter of satisfaction to me that Khulna has after all attract¬ 
ed the attention of the representatives and of the Government of Bengal. 

One of my very first questions. Sir, in this Council, asked at the 
meeting of the 7th February last, was as to the districts in which there 
has been a partial failure of crops. My object was, of course, to elicit 
information about Khulna and to know how far the Government was 
aware of the true state of things in the interior of this province. But 
although the Government was pleased to name five districts only in 
which it was admitted there has been a partial failure of the rice crops, 
yet the name of Khulna was not even mentioned in the said reply. I 
failed in my object then, but now the Government naively admits in its 
communiqui that in the Khulna district the crops have failed not for 
this year only, but for two years. , 

Then again. Sir, in connection with my motion for the reduction of 
the Survey Settlement expenses this year, while I pleaded for the exclu¬ 
sion of Khulna I again endeavoured to draw the attention of the Govern¬ 
ment to tttis state of things in Khxilna, but in vain; not one responsive 
echo did I hear; on the contrary my suggestion was criticised by a 
European member as a aamindar motion. * 

Now, however, the distress has become acute and come to a head, 
has attracted public attention and enlisted public sympathy in and out¬ 
side the Council. The cry for relief has gone forth and it is estimated 
that about S^,000 people are in the throes of a &mine. 

In such circumstances what has the Government done, and what 
does it iffopose to do now with regard to the immediate future? ^All 
that it has done up to date towards relief is summed up in the 
gu4 

Vb» Commiwionsr of the PrandencTlHviskm in the letter pwrt of April- 
Re. 20,000 to Khulna^IKBtrict f(Mr the distribatioa of Agrioaltoriste' 

OoIIeetoi' hM asked for a further aUotauat of Ba 20,000 SUd ^ has beeag^^ 
ty GovermBeat.' 
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The c*tfmntinignS, however, does Bot say in what shape relief will he 
given by this latter sum aud if it is also to be distributed'as takavi loan. 
It is also silent on a very material point, vis., whaf.does it propose to do 
with regard to the immediate future to enable these distressed people 
to keep their bodies and souls together in the coming months till the next 
harvest. After minimising the gravity of the situation, the Govern* 

^ ment of Bengal thinks it fit to leave the matter to private charity. To 
all further questions and appeals it has got one answer—See the 
commtmiqui.** 

But how has this communique, been received ? How far has it been 
able to allay the public anxiety and satisfy the public demand for help? 
Well, the Khulna Peoples’ Association maintains in spite of it that 
“ there is starvation going on in the affected area and that the issue of 
such a communique will greatly hamper the works of relief? And if 
sucK were the views of the Khulna Peoples’ Association with regard to 
the communique, Sir P. C. Roy referring to it is reported to have said 
“ he did not believe before that so many falsehoods could be crowded 
within the limits of a single document.” 

As regards the intensity and extensity of the prevailing distress 
reported in his appeal to the public, but in a way denied or a least 
unacknowledged by the Government communique, he is further 
reported to have said that ” he had passed all his life in the chemical 
laboratory and measured things by chemical balance and made his calcu¬ 
lations accurate to the fourth place of decimal. Was it to be expected 
of him that he would make a statement without fully knowing the 
matter.” 

After this only one question is possible: Is the country, or are its 
representatives in the Council, going to disbelieve Sir P. C. Boy, its 
scientist—^its pride—one of its most accurate observers and sincerest 
workers? If not, should we be satisfied with the meagre help that has 
been given by the Government and its uncertain attitude about the 
future ? If not, we can only insist upon a correct appreciation and recog¬ 
nition of the famine condition which is bound to grow in volume and 
intensity in course of every coming month and upon organisation of 
adequate relief measures till the next harvest. 

' With these words, I beg to support the resolution that has just been 
very ably moved by Bai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur. 

WauM EKRAMUL HUQi I rise to support the motion. It is itot 
neee«WAry to make a long speech at this stage. We know that when 
tbeie is distress in any Christian country in Europe other countries 
coiqe to their h^p, but unfortunately we have no prospect of help from 
ciutsi^f, and. so in order to relieve the distress of our own men the 
idoud^.b^ns of our countrymen mre taxed. It is meet and proper that 
Goveriutumt idmuld also liberally help in the matter. 
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Babu ilOGENDRA NATH ROY: I have mnch pleaeure in associat¬ 
ing myself with the resolution before the Council. The famine iri 
Khulna has assumed alarming proportions and independent inquiries 
made personally and through a co-worker by that eminent scientist Flir 
Prafulla Chandra Roy go to show how people are suffering. Sir Pra- 
fulla Chandra has even challenged the truth of the tomnmniquS issued 
by the Government of Bengal. But we, in this Council, need not con¬ 
cern ourselves with that controversy. We take it that both the 
Government and Sir Prafulla Chandra want to alleviate the sufferings 
of the people in the famine-stricken area. The District Magistrate has 
admitted that private help is useful. It is to me a matter of surprise 
that this matter was not taken up more earnestly earlier. The grant 
made by the Government seems inadequate. And I hope Government 
will take further necessary steps to mitigate the distress caused by the 
prevailing famine in parts of the Khulna district. 

Babu 8AILA1IA NATH ROY GHAUDHURI: I beg to support the 
resolution moved by Rai Radlm Charan Pal Bahadur. 1 come from a 
place where the distress prevails and has been prevailing for more tlmn 
a year. It is not a question whether the facts are exaggerated or sup¬ 
pressed. It is now a question of humanity. The high prices of all the 
necessaries of life made the people almost helpless. The last cyclone 
with a tidal wave and successive failure of crops for the last two years 
have only intensified their misery. 1 am thankful to the Government 
for the steps they have already taken. It has been stated in reply to 
my question that about 2,500 people have been reduced to abject 
poverty. The number is not insignificant, and what 1 want to luress 
upon the attention of Government is that a sum of Rs. 20,000 can 
hardly provide the needs of 2,500 people. More money is needed tp 
feed them till the next harvest. Arrangements must also have to he 
made for agricultural loans without which, I am afraid, they would 
not be able to grow their paddy. Then there is a scarcity of cloth to 
which mention has.been made in the Government communiquS. Gov¬ 
ernment admits that there is need of private charity. What I would 
ask the Government to do is to do their duty independently of private 
charity. Let the State save the people from starvation leaving their 
comforts to the generous public. With these words 1 commend the 
resolution to the acceptance of the House. 

Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.ic., on Tuesday, the 
July, 1931, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. , " 
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Pv^oeadiiigt of the Bengal Legislative Couneii atienriUed timler the 

previsiens of the Covernment of India Aet 

« * 

A ?oi^T ^ 1 ^® ^**'^«*1 Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 

on Tuesday, the 12th July, 1921, at 3 p.m. 


Presents 

The Hon’ble the President, the Hon’bU the four Members of the 
:toeratlYe Council, the Hon'ble the three Ministers, and 97 nominated and 
elected members. 

The PRESmENT (the Hon’bie Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda)! 

Before proceeding td the business of the day, I wish to read to you a letter 
which I have received from His Excellency: 

ir brought to my notice that owing to the resignation by 

Mr. Rhodes of his seat in the Legislative Council, the Standing Committee 
attached to the Commerce and Marine Department is now without a 
representative of European commercial interests. I have accordingly 
decided to appoint Mr W. C Currie to the Committee in .succession to 
Mr. Rhodes; and I shall be obliged if you will be so good as to communi¬ 
cate this appointment to the Legislative Council.” 

The discussion on the resolution relating to the scarcity in Khulna 

WAS rSSlllllAUi 


Scarcity in Khulna. 

1 OHUMDiR CHOSE SaMdur; I support this rwo- 

lliUon but I am afraid it is of an indefinite kind. The OoTemment may 
WeU say—” we shall make every endeavour.” But as there is no 
better one, I must support this resolution. I am, with regard to this 
resolution, m a very unfortunate position. I happen to be one of tlTe 
samindars of the locality affected by this famine or distress. My name 
Iws been dragged in public meetings and newspapers in this connec- 
tion. I stand as an accused. For the last two years, there has been 
a partial failure of crops irf that part of the country. I own there tmly 
m mwM. Fortunately, most of them are in Patni. This year I did 
^mliM about Rs. 30,000, indeed the whole of my rental from that 
Wt I had to pay the Government avenue from my Iwn 

B^tAhd cess still remains to be paid. This is the lot of most 

tilinindftrs of Khulna this year. 

; ^9 hm no &mine but a great distress. The able-bodied ^n 

^ because they earn a good living by cutting #ood in the' 
; old men, women and childjmn are csrtsinly in Want 
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because there has been a failure of the crops. We are thankful to the 
generous public who have helped us and are trying to help us but 
zamindars, can only do what lies in our power. From one mouza of naine 
alone about Rs. 300 has been asked by the tenants as an advance. Now,, 
you can just imagine what a large amount of money I diall have-to 
advance. Where is the money to come fromP What am I tp 
doP But the philanthropists should remember that this is the time of 
stress. Money, if at all advanced, should be advanced within a week 
because crops failed last year. Tenants want money for meeting the 
expenses of cultivation and unless they get the advance within a week, 
they woxild not be able to cultivate their lands. I am fully conscious of 
that feet and I hope those gentlemen who wish to help us and the Gov¬ 
ernment should bear this fact in mind, that whatever they do must be 
done promptly, say, within a fortnight at the most. I have told you our 
difficulties. I keenly feel the humiliation of zemindars that other people 
should comi* forward and say “ we are holding public meetings to help 
your tenants.” Really I am not at all pleased but what is to be doneP 

There is another matter in this connection which I must mention. 
The land on both sides of the river Kapatakhi has been subject to chronic 
failures of crops. On the banks of this river, celebrated in the poems of 
our greatest Bengali poet Michael Madhusudhan Dutt, are many histori¬ 
cal places. There is Pratapnagar founded by, and named after, Pratapa- 
ditya and there is another village Ealyanpur, named after his son Eal- 
yan, both within my zamindari. These historical places were once lands 
overflowing with milk and honey. The crops never failed there because 
Eapatakhi had sweet water, but the upper reaches of it have dried up. 
Now Eapatakhi has become a salt water river. What 1 say is that an 
advance of Rs. 2d>0U0 or so this year or the next will not help us; unless 
we can make sweet water flow in Eapatakhi as in the past years, the 
case is a hopeless one. The upper reaches of the Bhairab, of which 
Eapatakhi is a branch, should be cleared and the beds of Bhairab and 
Eapatakhi should be dredged, and should be so dredged that Eapatakhi 
might again have sweet water. The word Eapatakhi means the river 
with clear and limpid water like the eyes of a pigeon. I do hope that it 
will again be the same beautiful river as described by Michael Madhm> 
sudhan Dutt with clear and limpid water. I therefore press upon Govmn- 
ment to take this matter up not only in its present aspect but also to. look 
to the future. 

Babu INOU BHU8HAN OUTTA: I am extromely serry to. find 
that a reprmentative zamindar should oppose a resolution ol this kind. 

Rtl dOQillDRA DHURDER CHOSE Bahaduri Who opposed itf 
J did not. 

Babii INOU UHUSHAN DUTTAi I beg his p^tm. I could nW 
hMT hijn distinctly. 1 thought he had o^sed ih it secims 
it ihould be necessary to have to move a resdutbu 
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T **"!®“t « to protect life and property, and 

I understand why the Government should take such a ^lous 

attitude wWe the life of even a single person may be in danger of being 
jeopardised on account of the distress, now prevailing in KhuLr f 
have not a personal knowledge of the place hut it is not nec^ssL; to 
have a^raonal knowledge in view of the statements made by Sir 1\ G 
Eoy-than whom I do not know a better lover of the country. I can! 
not understand the attitude taken up by the District Magistrate of 
Khulna in this matter. I confess, Sir, that when 1 read tlie descrip, 
tion of the distressed area of Khulna in the Government communiqS 
when I read that there were plenty of fruits to bo hud and that^he 
fish were dymg to be caught, so to say, and milk could be had for the 
mere asking, I oi»ned my eyes in wonder and thought whether the 
promised land of the Bible had arrived at last, and whether the land 
flowing with milk and honey had appeared in Khulna; and I felt tempted to 
l)ecome a tenant of my friend Kai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur. 
I cannot understand why the District Magistrate should have taken the 
trouble of describing the condition of this district in such glowinir 
terms. Was his prestige at stake that he had to belittle the distress 
and announce to the world that all was Veil mth his district? What 
sort of prestige IS this that runs roughshod pver truth, for the truth of 
his statements has been seriously challenged and severely condemned bv 
a great lover of truth like Sir P. 0. EoyP The whole country knows 
who^ statement to believe. Sir P. C. Roy's or that of the author of the 
official statement? Where is that pre.-4tige of the District Magistrate 
now, which he was probably so anxious to show to an admiring u orld? 
How long shall we have to go on telling the Government that the davs 
of felse prestige are no more? Pacts have to be faced bravely and 
m^fuUy. It does nobody any good to shrink from the truth; with the 
Reforms, let us kill the old fetish of false prestige. 


It is not as if Government had no notice of the distress that was 
gmng to occur in Khulna. My revered friend and leader, Babn Kishori 
Mohan Chaudhun, asked some questions on the Ist of April regarding 
fulure of the rice crops in Khulna and suggesting the desirabiliiv 
of t^ing relief measures. How did Government meet his question? 
Did it meet it in the right spirit of making suitable arrangemenfei for 
a,difficult Situation? The reply to Kishori Balm's question was of the 
same sierootyped nature. The Government admitted that' there h ad 
bwn a'failure of crops in certain areas but that the average outturn for 
iKtrilole district was 92 per cent. Average returns, printed in statw- 
llciU rijports, look very pretty, but they do not save the lives of the 
whose crops have failed. I ask this Council in all seriousness 
^ quMtions and answers in this Council to be at? eternal loggerheads * 
beuijpr regarded as attempts made by members to find fault 
t^Gov^meni and repliee being given as a sort of eouUter stroke? 
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1 ask the Government t6 put more heart in the administraticmr. The 
heart of the people is in the right place. Let the Government have ih^ 
heart to recognise !t and all will be well. I believe that there is a large 
amotint of money in the famine fund and that ?no8t of it was put in thO' 
famine insurance fund, believing that there would be no necessity for 
utilising it during the current year; but in view of the great distress, 
which no doubt prevails in this district, may I suggest to the Govern¬ 
ment that some part of this fund may, at least now, be utilised for this 
noble and benevolent purpose? 

Babu KI 8 H 0 RI MOHAN CHAUDHURl: I rise to supporti Gie 
resolution. My excuse for asking a "question, which was answered on 
the Ist April, was that I had some knowledge of the imifassal life and 
1 know what failure of crops for two years means. In my district, some 
years ago, we had similar difficulties and we saw that Government had 
got a peculiai' idea of the difference between privation and starvation. 
In that idea Government is rather slow to accept the famine condition 
and declare famine at once. It was for this reason that I put a ques¬ 
tion and my friend Mr. Lang took me to task for giving him the trouble 
because, in reply, I was told that the needful could he done by the 
District Board. Now I see that there is great distress there, though 
the Magistrate reports no doubt that there is abundance of fruit, fish 
and milk. How that could bte accepted by Government, I do not know. 
'Ihe Calcutta market might have been benefited though we poor con¬ 
sumers could not avail ourselves of the existence of any abundance in 
the Khulna district. At least I could not believe that there could be 
any such abundance there. Even if it be the case, that is not within 
the' reach of all. It is admitted by the MagUtrate that thei-e is i^l 
distress and the public are asked to help the local relief committees.' 
The Collector has asked for a furt^r allotment. There was an allot¬ 
ment of Bs. 20,000 for granting agricultural loans. The Government 
of Bengal hoped that by these means the real needs of the affected area 
w'ould be supplied but subsequently it was stated that private charity 
was required to supplement the official action. The Government, of 
Bengal consider that the appeal for help will meet with a generouk 
response. Sir P. C. Boy has stated somewhere that the help which has 
been given from outside in response to his appeal will not be etiM- 
cient to relieve adequately the people in the affected area. 1 cannot 
understand why Government should not come forward for the relief of 
the distreseed, when Dr. Boy and others have called for subscriptions. 
The object pf the fund is not only to give relief when hunine is declared 
but to do something for its prevention in future yeais. When there li 
distress, why should Government think that granting of agricalinial 
'loans is enough? It does not reach the needy; It is a piiy^4h|dlfe 
Goternment should accept such a report frost t]b<|)Utrict 
base thsir iummunifuS upon it. How Sir P. 0; 
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« e^rge that there is stairatioii and the Government communiqui is 
ftdl ^ miastatemente. I think that there shonld be a thomugh inquiry 

exaggerating or speaking lies or whether the 
J^trict Magistrate reported the matter without making a full inquiry. 
Mas w the situation- There is money in the famine fund. It is now 
a hmal questaon, being no longer in the hands of the Government of 

‘ ' beginning of the year we were 

told thiit there was no need for li and, therefore, the money should no 

to the insurance fund. This year even in the supplementary budget we 
do not see any proposal for any Government help being jjrovided This 
18 a state of things which is very deplorable and it does not speak well 
of the Government attitude. I hope that the necessary action would 
be taken without any delay and a substantial sum spent out of the 
famine fund now in our hands. 


IT.- MULLIOK: Ah a ploader practising in 
Jtliulna, I believe I can speak with some amount of hrst-hand informa¬ 
tion and knowledge on the resolution now before the House. The broad 
facts with regard to Khulna famine are first, that an area of about 60 
square miles has been affected and, secondly, the numbtjr of people 
affected by the famine will be, at a rough computation, somewhere 
between two and three lakbs. Now the difficulty arises in this way. 
We, on behalf of the people, assert that the famine-stricken people have 
not got sufficient food to eat and sufficient clothes to wear. Govern- 
mrat, on the other hand, while acknowledging that they have rot got 
sufficient clothes to wear, maintain that they have sufficient food to 
eat, and in support of this contention Government say that in the affected 
•locality they have fish, fruits and milk in abundLce. Lw let me 
dissect this piecious argument piece by piece. First, let me take the 
case of- fish. It may be known to the Government that, owing to 
ataamer communication, ’ most of the fish comes to Calcutta, and that 
the places where fish abound are generally taken lease of every year 
by rich persons and rich traders, but supposing for the sake of aigu- 
ment that in the affected locality there is plenty of fish and fruits— 
and. in this case fruits are only dates of which only a small quantity 
can be taken—^wbat difference does it make in the position. Now 
supposing that the ^wople have taken to fish and fruits in exclusion of 
rice what will be the effect? They will continue to die of cholera and 
ot^er diseases instead of famine. The result would be that the port- 
folio of the Beserved Government wiU be transferred to a Minister under 
tte popular Government. Whether this change in the Government 
wiff g^dden the hearts of the mal-governed, I cannot say. 


V. Now; let me take the case of milk. In order to have milk one 
» cow. In these days of scarcity, a person who has a cow* 
At or Be; 40, cannot be described as, famine-sirieken 

^ that, tifo lakhs of people are famineHStrickeu we sui^ 
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mean those who have no-cows, but it may be that out of the two lajkhe, 
one or two persons may be in well-to-do circumstances and poesesc. 
cows. In places like villages when a person in well-to-do circumstances 
has a cow, he generally gives the milk free and not for any pricey if 
at all, it is only for two or three pice. Here is the explanation of how 
milk can be hod for the mere asking. 

Sir, I believe that the Khulna situation ought to have attracted a 
greater attention and sympathy at the hands of the Bengal Government. 
Khulna, I believe, belongs to Bengal, and I further take it that the 
people of the province ought to be the drst consideration of the Govern¬ 
ment. Are we to believe that the Government, which generously took 
the responsibility of repatriating the coolies belonging to other provini 
ces, cannot do justice to the people of the province, the custodian of 
whose purse they are ? I, for one, have no faith in this kind of gener¬ 
osity at the cost of justice. 

Sir, I believe I shall be failing in my duty if 1 do not claim to 
plead for the Collector of Khulna, who has been the target of unneces¬ 
sary and ill-informed criticism. It is he who first constituted the Belief 
Committee, who visited the localities several times, who placed a special 
launch at the disposal of workers for relief at the time when the non- 
co-oi)erator8 called for unhappy and foolish strikes which caused not 
only unnecessary deaths at Chandpur but also gave additional trouble 
to the famine-stricken people of Khulna; but I feel certain that, in the 
circumstances, no argument could be put forward on behalf of the 
Government to the effect that a sum of Bs. 20,000, for the purpose of 
charity, is sufficient to meet the case of two lakhs of famine-stricken 
people. 

With these words, I support the resolution. 

Bi9mi SURENORA NATH MW-LICK: I must say that I am very 
glad to be able to suppoi-t this resolution. The demand raade in it is 
very modest and asks Government that the efforts of the local Belief 
Committee might be supplemented. We have been trying to raise 
funds for Khulna and we have been successful to a certain extent„bttf 
stiU, as the area over which this scarcity prevails is about (not as the 
Government figure shows 25 square miles) 66 squAre miles or so or 
even more, I think that there is enough room for us to approach the 
Government to help us in this hour of our distress. I had the'honour 
of being present at a meeting where two gentlemen, who had been 
helping the people of the locality as well as Sir P. C. Boy, described . 
to us, the state of affairs in the Satkhira subdivision in tbe nor&< 
western of the district. We beard from him that there was, very 
great Boanity. 

There was another kind of trouble, so far as the ymtng kri 
opnoemed. They could not get sum to cover themtiedyes.' This 
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state ol hardsliip they are labouring under and regard being had to the 
high prices prevailing everywhere the community cannot meet all the 
cost, hence the necessity for helping them. I think that we shall be 
justified in approaching the Government and we do approach the 
€h>vemment humbly to help us in this matter. 

-I would only say this that I cannot believe the oificial version that 
there is enough of fruits, fish in abundance, and milk for the mere 
asking.* The District Magistrate thinks that milk can be had for the 
mere asking. He forgets that it is for himself only and not for others. 
He has made a wrong inference altogether. He wanted it for his tea 
or something else and he got it- 

MEMBER ill ohargo of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur ef Burdwan); 

May I rise to a point of order P 

The PRESIDENT: I cannot say that he is out of order. He does 
not mean any attack personally against the District Magistrate. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: Sir, I am very sony that I 
have hit upon the official mind of my esteemed countryman, the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja. I did not* know that his power of ima¬ 
gination was so large that he would take offence to that degree- 

The PRESIDENT: I do not think you need dwell on it. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: 80 far as my observations 
regarding the District Magistrate are concerned, I do not like to carry 
them further. One thing more which I wish to impres.s upon the Council 
is this-—that these are the opportunities for the Government to asso¬ 
ciate themselves with the needs of the peoide and thus to make itself 
more popular. ' - 

The Hon*ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The object of this resolution, 48 1 understand it, is to 
draw the attention of the Government to the present prevailing scarcity 
in certain portions of the district of Khulna and the resolution, as worded, 
makes a recommendation to Government to supplement the efforts of 
the local Belief Committees with a view to mitigate the distress caused 
by the prevailing scarcity in Khulna. With this nobody can have the 
sl^hteSt objection, for the Government itself has admitted in the coumu- 
that partial scarcity does prevail in certain parts of Khulna. The 
ci the resolution put down the area affected to be 550 square 
miles.' Babu Nirode Behary MuUick, who comes from those parts, has 
tedmn the figure that we have put in the communiqu6y namely, about 60 
square miles; whereas, Babu Surendra Nath Mullick has said that* 
eBMNfh'ilovenia^t have stated square miles whidh is not correct, 
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according to Ws information it is 66 square miles. That being so» I 
take it that, even according to' Babu Surendra Nath Mullick, the a;^a 
affected is not in any case larger than 66 square miles. Of course it is 
not with the question of area that we are concerned. What I take it 
that the Council, as a whole, wishes to draw the attention of OovemmOiit. 
to the prevailing state of things in the affected portion of the Khulna 
district. 

It is a welcome sign of the times that whereas it has always been thp 
duty of Government to alleviate the distress of those suffering from 
famine and scarcity, that this Council should be alive to its responst* 
hility in this direction, and from that point of view a discussion of this 
nature is welcome, hut unfortunately, in every discussion nowadays in 
this Council, if there is a loop-hole in the Government communiqui or 
if there is an opportunity to raivse the cudgels against the local officials, 
there are certain members in this Council who do not lose that oppor¬ 
tunity to do so. With their mentality I have no quarrel; for I am thank¬ 
ful 1 am not of that mentality. I have been of course described as 
having become a dry-boned official. Well, Sir, one of the prime duties, 
whether it be of a Government official or a member of the Council, one 
of* the prime duties of a man, with any sense of responsibility, is not 
to prejudge a thing and not to denounce any particular Government 
official without hearing both sides of the question. The Rai Bahadur 
who introduced this resolution has mentioned in his speech that he has 
been informed—hope he will correct me because when a discussion of 
this kind stands over for a day one is rather apt to forget several stages of 
the discussion of the previous day—or according to his information or 
information received by him, of cases of deaths from starvation. Now 
this may or may not be the truth. So far as official information goes— 
and I do not include in it the poor Collector who has come in for a 
great deal of abuse—this is not so. I shall read out extracts from the 
report of the Divisional Commissioner, who is jiresent here, and we do 
not find in it this fact admitted. If, however, some of Jthe members of 
the Council who have taken so much interest in the Khulna famine were 
to draw the attention of .Government or the local officials to suck case#, 
I should be much obliged to such members for any such authentic infoiS* 
mation. Now, as regards the resolution and as regards what has already. 
been done, I shall be as brief as possible. In the first place, I should 
like to point out that whilst Government do not deny that, there is par¬ 
tial scarcity in the district of Khulna, and whilst it is possible that where 
this partial scarcity prevails, there may be certain local areas When#, 
it might be of greater acuteness than in other parts. Government depij^ 
cate, and deprecate strongly, any attempt to 8{^ad alarmist repp:^ |pr 
the reason that just now in front of us we have the rainy season;; not 
only that but the information before Government goes to show tWi 
' relief operations ate well in hand, and that whateven^uirm]^!!^ 
neeessary to cope with the ntuation are being met* phrHy 1^ iid’iMes 
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partly by ooniribtiiions from Gbvenimeni, 
paHly tfom the admirable efforts that have been made locally, ©ipe- 
hially W There has been the usual attempt 'to cry 

dof^n the id^ that Khulna is a land flowing with plenty of mdk and 
hdnay j well, I hope that Khulna may soon flow ogain with its habitual 
pleh^ul milk and honey and that the partial scarcity that prevails' 
there now may disappear when this year’s crop is gathered, which I 
trust will be a bumper one. But what I feel about the discussion that 
has taken place on this resolution is this: Only that portion of the Gov¬ 
ernment comvmniquit which contains an extract from the report of the 
Collector in which he lias had the hardihood to say that vegetable, fish 
and milk are to be had in plenty, only that portion of the conmuniqid 
seems to have received the attention of our critics here, and one speaker 
went the length of saying that the attitude of Government had been 
an apathetic one and that to-night’s debate would open their eyes. He, 
further, with his usual eloquence, stigmatised the report of the District 
Magistrate, and said that he (the Collector) must have mentioned 
this fact because he might have thought that his prestige was 
at stake. When local officers ore attacked in season and out of season 
in this way, they may find it imiiossiblc to carry on the work of their 
districts; but I am perfectly certain thj^t Mr. Fawcus, when he made 
this statement in his letter, did so with the very best of motives, not 
with the motive described or ascribed to him by several of the members 
of this Council, particularly by the member on my left who seems to be 
smiling; but the Collector must have done so with the object to allay un¬ 
necessary alarm on the one hand and, at the same time, to point out 
that, if in Khulna there were not to a certain extent the facilities of pro¬ 
curing these commodities of life, the condition then would have been 
more serious in the affected areas. 1 shall, before I mention what relief 
Government have given for this puriwse, read out to you extracts from 
a letter, received by Government, dated the 4th J uly last, containing a 
fair!^ exhaustive report of inspection by the 0oinmi8.sioner of the Presi¬ 
dency Division. Mr. Lang says in that report— 

I spent the last three days walking in some of the most seriously affected unions 
ia the EJinlna district, namely, Ahtnadia, Pratapnagar and Jalalpur. I had the 
advantage of the company of the volunteer workers of the Khulna Sevasram who 
deserve credit for their selfless efforts in dispensing relief. They took me across 
the country, from village to village trudging through mud and water, and showed 
me oases which they deemed to bo most pitiful. I saw no signs of starvation and, 
to ^ hest of my belief, no loss of condition by reason of lack of food. I noticed 
a great want of cbthes, and Imlp in this direction is being properly afforded. - 
-.1 ' ' 

„ Hr. ]Uing gbes on to say, “ I observed. ” and this portion oi his 
. M]^ort has, I find, been corroborated by Bai Jogendra Chunder Ghoae 
Bihaduiv- 

X cl^eemd that there was an almost total absence of male adidts among tiioaa* 
They were almost idl old women and women wttii chfldimi, mmt. oi 
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whose husbands have gone for a poriod to the reserved forests to out wood who would 
perhaps return with their earnings after an ihtervml. 

I 4raw attention to this. 

tlh. * 

As it seems to me that the fact of fish, fruit and vegetable being fdund 
in plenty is like a red rag to some of ,the members here who. have 
accused the Government want of sympathy, ‘ and when the District 
Magistrate has been attacked so much for his mentioning that fact, 
I think it to be right and proper for me to read out what Mr. Lang says 
on that point:— 

¥ 

At present relief is being distributed by local volunteer agents according to 
lists already prepared. The measure of relief is at present only one-fourth a sew 
of rice a day which is of course quite inadequate if the recipients have nothing 
to supplement it, but that supplement they must, I think, have been taking—^be 
it fish, fruit or vegetable. 

So here we have two officials who Consider not that the relief was 
adequate, but mention that had it not been for fish, fruit or vegetable 
in the locality, the condition would have been worse. I would like the 
Council to consider this question of fish, fruit, vegetable and milk, or 
whatever it may be in that light, not in the light that Government put 
it in the communiqui- simply to belittle the state of affairs there, but to 
put before the public that whilst scarcity did prevail, it would have been 
worse if these commodities were not available locally. 

Now, before I mention what action Government have taken, I think 
it only right and proper, as I do not find Sir P. C. Eoy present here, nor 
have I had the pleasure of meeting him and discussing with him as 
to the exact words he said in the different meetings, that 1 cannot believe 
that Sir P. C. Roy, however much he may have been moved by the state 
of affairs prevailing in that portion of his native district, could have made 
some of the observations that have been ascribed to him by at least one 
local newspaper, because the prime motive of that newspaper was to 
enact a comedy of errors and to try to cry down my Hon*ble friend, Sir 
Surendra Nath, as it was thought that famine relief was under htw ; 
this newspaper thought that it would be a good opportunity to fling this 
new accusation against Sir Surendra Nath. Well, so much for the 
accusation. 

Now for the facts so Ht as they relate to monetary relief. In the 
eomnmniqvS it has been mentioned that Rs. 40,000 has been given for 
ths purpose of agricultural loans. I understand that Bs. 20,000 df tibat 
amount has already been distributed, and the other Rs. 20,000 is in tytA 
course ordistribution. Apart from that, Bs. 1,000 has bmn given fpr 
the dUtribution of cloth. After that we have received a letter from the" 
Commissioner of the Presidency Division in which he says— • 

^ J '• 

I hasa tbe honour to report thatvia the result of a hieetitig of tl^e Piatd^ Boardt 
Belief Oommittoe last uii^t, the Biatriot Board have iwked jme to un^rt^V to 
rsoeup’’ tl^wr espraditure heresftor oa gratuitous relief th the extqgt 
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graiuitoiifl relief wee concerned* ai tiie exteaordin^ Id^ rnte of %ii^; 
a seer of rice a week distributed per bead. I mention' ibis* beOepIt 
tbe moyer of the resolution said Utst night tituit the present tnte 
rption was absurdly low. So also I thought when I wr^-m^r 
whid» ^e Bevenue Member has just quoted. ^ 

But oh reading what the pi'eseht Home Member " tSir WilBu% 
\^incent) had recorded when he was District Officer of Khulna* t ; 
that throughout the famine of 1897* the measure of gratuitous . 
was half a seer of rice for adults* and a quarter of a seer for chBdnm 
per week* and that ration .is only intelligible on the assuinpti^ Ihst 
there were other kinds of supplementary food. We hate heard hitmh 
to-day and yesterday of Khulna as the land that is always flowing Urit|i 
hiilk and honey The land veritably does flow; with milk and hbnh^.: 
There are reserved forests where honey is abun^nt* and the adult ma^ 
who have left their families at home have gone to the forests to gather iC 
We have heard much of milk and* incidentally* I ma^ take exception tO 
the remark made by a member of this Council that the Collector was Only 
tfiinking of the milk that was given to him. I may tell this Council 
that I have travelled for some years in the Sunderbans and it bas never 
been the practice to ask for fresh milk but always to depend on tinned 
milk procured from Calcutta. ' 

. I have with me the tour diary of the Collector in which he refers to 
this question of milk. He says:— 

* 

. . I Recked the' list of recipients of charity4-.one does not wish tb ffisoourage 
tbe giving of charity in any way, but considering tiie fact that two of the redpiwts 
of relief were milking their cpwsx-thia diarity, commendable as. it is, ciomot be 
beld to be essential for preventing starvation. 

Wo have heard much about fish and in the course of my trudging'frcsch 
village to village it is a fact that I constantly met children caibhie^ 
various kinds of fish in the pools and jheeU which miE^ee excbllent bus^ 
^nanoe. It struck me at the time that the villi^e uf*' '-IPrei^pniigirr'j 
irhioh is the womt afl!ected part in Khulna* was mudh in tho .som:e,ibB 
4ition as Britain was during the war when people had tp ^vo ,i;^ .jeiir 
meat and lesoit.to fish oxily. Now the people are giving up; x^ 
are resorting to fish* the well-to-do' people seem tq ' 

;']^|per people must on this account be dying fd^i staryatlbnii ' 
nd people dying of starvation because t^y 
'1^.(il|ftpmiettce that we have gainstd after 
rw^^gnise at a gUijibe* who 
: l 0 ^bn^ . other groupdsi H we 

i^flte we‘ find that the . so-f^bA^ 
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it.wM B«ld,.'ti»« paoj^ nrwr* &gt stiMt'd&ittai^ 
tlw oourae e{ .tvo joa fo^ .^' 

:m^fil^^f^'M''$ ^d'wuM'wdi (rf the fire Umes ire were rat. l>aring'ldi»t 

Igkiay end sew things for onrsehres. After eerefhl en»4iliektidn' 

dMtaie to the eondnsioA thet femine‘conditions did not prereil, ■ 
:^UPiS!id|^edty sraie were very poor. We were much impressed with tiie geQ4.|l^l!!9*^ 
f^ emvlttioii of the people both tdd end young. The diief went wes Mtri$ forA^ 
(Wunra-eiid water. < 


G« has'said that the Goremment C0mmum^u4 is 
ivith a.|to(^ ol lies and he claims to be accurate by reason of hie practice 
in eakntlating .weights to a nicety in his chemical business. I feel oon^ 
ddant tiiat if Sir P. C. Roy had spent his efforts on comparing the 
tmghta of the people of his own village between March and dune last* 
he would have found that it would have taken much of his time and hiu 
ehili to detect any difference. 

, l^e member for Sukea’s Street remarked last night that this resolu? 
tion was quite non-pblitical. This morning 1 have read a speech from 
a non-co-operator from Khulna, in which he calls upon his hearers, to 
‘‘ arise and turn out the British because »the famine is due,” he sayu> 
*' to British oppression. This famine is due to the British sucking 
^licy.'* I Wve no objection to the resolution as it stands, because it 
is merely one of these votes of confidence in the government which it 
is the fashion now to pass in the form of what I should call a cWffy 
on ** res^uiion, the effect of which is that Government shoud carry 
Oil the work which they arg. attempting and intending to do. ' , 

The legal members of the assembly are well aware wbat an obligar 
tion ia Imposed on Magistrates by tbe provisions of the Oriminal Pi^« 
eedure Code which they hove no other alternative but to obey. The 
same is the position of the revenue officers in regard to the Pamine 
Code. The Famine Code, which is a sort of Bible to all revenue <^lcef!S 
^ distr^, has been so abridged that everybody who; is 

ei^ploy^ on mvehue work can carry it in hirf^ pocket. X^wish to point 
members of this Council that we are now merely mirxyihg out 
^ of the Code which the resolution repeats and that we Imve 

j||i^Oiti^.altA^U^ but to obey them.* The Code says:— 

IsUpon. District OfStor tost the Qovemment relies to give toe irst Wiun* 
ffuniiw, to estiraste its probehle extent, end to suggest.;toe 
Ito* taken in. 

hn,e-4Peatelsnirat ol oertfia^ in estijn^ing tosCrdfSfgiipi 


».-!|»ye{-e-' ,, 

tost'tovie ^ liMstoiS/ 
.tois'visw,'- r *■'. 





I may meatimL k thli eoimeotioii ii 

upon to submit a iUttly r^rt and tbexnin to le^ any valmloss 
mg of paupers. I baye seen the daily reports for thh lost ^ dsy* la^d 
I have not seen a aingle report in which it is stated that, there, is & 
unusual wandering of paupers. 

IJe sectmd signal is the restlessness shown in an increase of crimi 
IS a sign which i^uires careful examinaticm. There has not been 
an increase of crime in the affected areas of Khulna. The Oode Jayi 
down:—- 

Om of tlie esrliost means of asoertaining whether relief is seoessacy is the ooen- 
Ug of teat worto. Action in this respect, however, in advance of actual' heeds 
mvol^ great ruh of extravagance and demoralisation. The District Oflioer most, 
^reforo, ^ very careful not to be led away by false rumours and he must 
remember that his personal supervision at this stage is of cardinal importance. 

Wo twk action as early as in March before we heard anything frok 
mo members of this Council, and the test works under the Bistoiot 
^ard were opened at our request by way of experiment. Ko unusual 
across has, however, been indicated, as people do not comO fitnn a 

Jffcat distance and on these works we havp found small boys, earning 
four annas a day. * 

In 1897, during the great famine, it was observed that almost all the 
samindars were absentee landlords and were generally indifferent to the 
welfare of tljeir tenants. I mean that the samindars in general knew 
nothing of their tenants and the tenants knew nothing of the zamin* 
dors. I was therefore very pleased to find that one of the samindars took 
part in this debate. I may teU this Council that when I went down to 
his village, perhaps the most distressed in the area, his was the name 
t^was mentioned by the tenants, as having done nothing to hqlp 

lUI aOGENORA OHUNOiR CHOSE Bahwliir: I deny it. 

.4 f* kAHCl He.is not the gentleman I am referrmw-to., la 
k® kig faxuines we have learnt a new lesson. The Orissa ib^niita faught 

tut the ^e necessity is to save life; the Bihar Famine 
taught us the lesson to prevent .extravagance., , ' ■ 

' At-Ihls stage the member , reached the tiiiie4iinit* 

" f OHARAH SAL CahaSiirt In ttm pika J 

l|^*ble Haharejadhiraia Bahadur af Jbt 

the ksudituar. X believe it was a foregone con(diirion:^#iUi 
wd^d W acc^ted by Mm. and it is ther^ore ne^ee#|#^iU W 
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«iOi* wAo W 0 now within tii® ehoraiod ovpola of tluiinitoifthoiNM^ 
sooh a dramatic change. Notwithstandm^ tW ^ 
h«!.wao <me of ne before he was translated to that charmed eir^o; 
to ^nk that anything that comes by way^of .eritioiam from 
^^it is a^ys againsf Government. For my part, I am snrprieedr la 
ae my rdsolntion w concerned, that we should have evoked sm^ a 
k^rfc from Ae Hon'ble Maharaja Bahadur. Before he was a member 

® representative Of the people rMiirn- 
^ by the suffrage of the people, he was quite a different person. I 
^member the admirable stand he, made in connection with the Calcutta 
Implement Bill and other measures. I had the honour of being aSso- 
omted with him as his colleague for nearly fourteen years. But what a 
(^iioue transformatiou has been effected in him by his entrance into the 
charmed circle of the bureaucracy. 

_ There are one or two points on which it is necessary for me to touch. 
He has said that I am wrong in stating that about 600 or 860 square 
miles were affected. If I am wrong, I must have the candour to admit 
that that was the information supplied to rap. I Imve always corrected 
my observations by saying that it was the information which I got. 
If I am wrong 1 must candidly admit it. 

• ♦ ' 

^stated that them were no deatha from aianraMon s 
I hold in my hand the information whicK I received from very reliable 
persons—persons whose veracity and honesty can be relied upon and wbo 
o^upy high positions in Hfe and, what is more important, are in the con. 
fidence of Goyerament. I am told that in the Gabura village, some, 
w^re m the Kaliganj area, there were deaths from starvation last year 
and the fact was known to the District Officer. That is the statement 
tjamde on the information that was supplied to me; and if it is not 
I should like to have a categorical denial of that statement, 
^^tfwne appeared in 1919 —call it scarcity or by any other 

“ intensity and acuteness since that year, Wd in 
year it is much more alarming s^, 

■ l ^fbg^iiah, troit and mflic, my friend the Hon*bift tha 

Bi^tadur has made an elaborate defence. It is quite natiiriC 
*0 m friend spbke a» llie mouthing of' ^ I 

^.ia>fbat charmed circle, nor do t know what I would, have d<«« 

^ ^ ’^f^^ ^heire; pmls^^'ciie ib itopefaBned-to 

t bffihkls said ; that i« the mentaHiy irf thb 
pMeed ihai age; (Cries: of « Ho,” ” Ho.”) r ' ^ ^ 

^ Ih^fdhdttod by even 
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reconciled to each other. Well, 1 do not knotr about that, but >ny fritoud, 
Mr. Nirode Behary Mullicb, has said about two or three lakhs of pOOjlie 
are actually suffering. 1 do not know what information the Maharaja 
Bahadur has got. I do not know whether there is plenty of fruits or 
whether there is plenty of ripe mangoes or whether there is plenty at 
mango-fish, but as far as 1 know there is plenty of salt-water crabs 
which, if taken, will bring within 24 hours acute dysentery. If there 
is an abundance of such eatable fruits and fish, I do not knew hoir 
there can be acute distress among two to three lakhs of people. I trust 
the Maheraja Bahadur has got his statistics; but it appears that he gave 
us a florid description about the fish, fruits and milk which can be got 
at the mere asking, without statistical authority. 

Then, it has been stated that Government is doing its best. I have 
never said in my speech that Government is not doing anything. It 
may have been something like this—have not got the exact words used 
by the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur but they may have been somewhat like 
this—“ There seems to he an impression that Government is not doing 
anything— 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR ef 
iiURDWAN: May I rise toi offer an explanation? I nevefr said 
that but I said that if any member chose to offer any help he was quite 
welcome. 

Rei RADHA CHARAN PAL Beheduri There is an impression that 
the people are accusing Government that it is not doing anything. 
Responsible people both on the platform and in the press, and in some 
of the letters in public print, have stated that what the Government is 
doing is not adequate and that is how the public opinion is voiced in 
this Council by some of us. I am glad to say—whatever the Maharaja 
Bahadur might say—the Government has to a certain extent been more 
active than it otherwise would have been because of the pressure of 
public opinion. The Maharajadhiraja Bahadur thinks that the people 
should not complain but simply sit quiet and Government will, do 
everything fbut that is not my experience. 

Tlia Hon^hle the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURpWAN: I never said tliat. 

Roi RADHA CHARAN PAL Bohlidiirs Then I want to refer to one 
pwt of the’ speech of'Mr. Ijang. I must say this that the IBstr^ 
Officer, the Collector—so far as I could gather from thoab who'htiye 
supidied me with information—is spoken of very-highly, and althchp^ 
•'he has submitted that picture, I do not know under what eircumai^heji 
hoj drew such-a picture as has now been torn , to pieces by putii^ dritl- 
.(N/tjP^they. my -that the Collector has no doubt hk 
® do anything naore without mopey. I beg^ 

^ nmn-spolitioal, non-controveTs^ imkt^/yeiit 
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find tliAt bedmae somebody in ibis Vi»t. Presidency hits said that tibe 
British' are sucking tbe life-blood of the people, a responsible offiiclid 
like Hr. Lang shovdd take it up seriously and make it an occasion lor i 
tirade against us who voice the sober, the moderate views of the public. 
That is not the way to meet the moderate section of the community. 
Tou should Ignore the fact that there may be some people who may, in 
season and out of season, fling mud at the Government for the sake 
of itself. We offer you, we stretch out to you, our hand of co-operoi- 
tion in the utmost spirit of mutual trust and confldence and you 
ought to grasp it with cordiality and sincerity, and not hurl upon 
Us invectives because some irresponsible person amongst the vast mil¬ 
lions of people has made the remark, odious, it may l)e. 

llie motion was then put and agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT: Before we take up the next resolution, I ought 
to mention that we have made very little progress up to this time as wo 
have only done about 45 items out of 137. If we go on at this rate it 
will take us a month more or at least three weeks to finish the busi¬ 
ness before us. I would therefore appeal to members that they should 
make their speeches shorter and fewer. Then only shall we l>e able 
to finish a portion of the business that lies before us. 

I now call upon Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy to move Resolution No. 61. 


Partition of Midnapore. 

Mr. HU0EYN SHAHEEO SUHRAWARDY moved '*ttfat the par¬ 
tition of Midnapore be annulled. ” 

I beg to move that a seemingly settled fact he unsettled. It is not 
in any spirit of light-heartedness that I have embarked upon this ven¬ 
ture ; it, is not with any desire to speak in this most unsuitable of halls, 
where speaking is a torture, listening a bore and the lobby a relief, a 
hall expressly designed, it might appear, to hinder prolific members from 
speaking and to breed a distaste for the Reforms and the Reformed 
Ccg^noil, a hall which is a disgrace to the taste of the Government, at 
any rate to the imagination of one of its departments; it is not with 
any desire to create out of this platform an opportunity for a speech that 
I am moving this resolution;—but because I feel that 1 am responding 
to a dear odl of duty. Since the last budget debate, I have taken the 
teovble once more to convince myself of the wishes of the people of 
ifidnapoie, both of the richer and the poorer subdivisions; 1 have asked 
irho could speak intelligently for themselves and for others; 1 
Wifh Sjpolten to those whose calling brings them into contact with myri- 
j^ol their fellow-beings of all claraes; and such of them who uuderstai^ 
the potion implies, who could judge and weigh;<—have pro- 
deiined partition. I have ^led in the midst of my searches 

, saUt^ apecimen on the banks of the Bnpnarayan who 
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wailed his woes into the ears of Maulvi Nasim Ali, the member >frpm 
the 24-Pargana8, and I have come away convinced of the earnest deii^ 
of the people of Midnapore to live together as the entity whick the 
district implies, and I challenge the Government to contradict me< 
i say with confidence that if there are any here who say otherwise, they 
say what they know nothing of. The days of dumb millions and the 
days of a sympathetic Goveinment to interpret their dumbness are over. 

I am not of those who believe that the mandate of a constituency is the 
sole guide to the representative, but allied with justice and reasonable^ 
ness, it should be iiTesisfiblc before the Council and the Government. 
It has been considered that this is the desire—the vociferous desire of a 
section with vested interests. I am not aware which is that section in 
Midnapcre district that thinks otherwise. The section which is against 
the partition emhrnccs the total poimlatiiin of the district of Midnapore. 
And, after all, are vested interests*8o very baneful? A people has a 
Nested interest in its entity, a Govemment has a vested interest in its 
existence, the people of the district town of Midnapore have a vested 
interest in their life, the district of Midnapore has a vested interest in its 
prosperity. The argument that the old Councils sanctioned it holds 
no water. In the old Councils any measure, not supported by Govern¬ 
ment, was doomed to failure, and the fact that the old Councils passed 
it conveys nothing, nay, may even convey that it was not by popular 
acquiescence. It is a notorious fact that the non-official members of 
the Councils were against it, and resolutions for annulment were intro¬ 
duced only to be withdrawn in the face of overwhelming odds. 

What tfien are the evils that call for special relief, what is it that 
tempts, the Government to go against the expressed wishes of a people, 
to move with the certainty of laying waste what little is left of its one¬ 
time prosperity? The usual arguments; but express the weakness of 
the Government position, and the strength of the Government high¬ 
handedness. If a District Magistrate cannot manage a district helped 
by an additional magistrate, numerous deputy magistrates, and su^ 
deputy magistmtes, after the greater portion of his duties hava been 
taken away from him, after he has ceased to be the Chairman of 
District Board, tlie Begistrar of the District, and even the Lord High 
Executioner, and the additional burdens are insignificant compared to 
those that have been taken away from him, then it is time that we 
revised our estimate of the caimcity of Indian Civil Servants, and our 
notion of getting commensurate return for our money, Eor we' ima 
not inclined, Sir, let me tell it plainly, to keep underworked 
with inereamng pay and diminu^ing responsibilities, and abftjt resist..^ 
tjb uttermost any attempts to provide soft billed. It is said 'thai^, 
headquarters are inaccessible from the outlying parts, that a iit%sht. W 
a seeking remedy has the whole world to ne^Wfe be^re he: on» 

' sj^d at.the %reahhold of tka:greai goda whd’dyb^pense ^ 

, n^w headquarters, five miU^, onn 
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journey OT lessen tbe distances, remains a mystery; in fact, the dtstndi 
ttna been so quaintly partitioned that persons from certain subdiviaiona 
etmiing to Hijli will have to pass through the old headquarters. Per* 
haps the contiguity of tlie two places is due to the natural desire to 
indulge in the usual social amenities that help to soften the rigours of the 
life oi an officer in the mufassal, to afford greater facilities for the 
exchange of compliments and the establishment of amicable relations. 
It is said that the needs of the district are many. The creation^ of an 
expensive headquarters, the reduplication of a District Board with its 
staff, of superior Police officials with their staff, of Judicial officers, 
Registration officers with their staff and all the usual paraphernalia, of a 
tape-obsessed bureaucracy will tend more to aggravate than remedy the 
grievance. Perhaps the Government thinks, though I fear that 1 may 
be doing it an injustice, that too much money is being spent on welb 
and tanks and charitable dispensaries and subsidising doctors by the 
District Board, and that too little is being spent on the administration 
of the province, and the present system is therefore a failure as a busi¬ 
ness proposition. And now we come to the final line of defence of 
the Government, the sum of money already spent, already being spent, 
and already forcibly sanctioned. I go back to the pre-budget days, for 
the budget has not altered the state of affairs, and it will be immoral on 
the part of Government now to come forward, and taking shelter behind 
the certification of His Excellency, maintain that things have become 
more serious as more money has been spent on the partition scheme 
since the last budget; 1 say advisedly that it will be immoral and unfair, 
because it was done against the wishes of this Council, in a matter which 
the members still consider to be sub-judice, in a matter in which the 
Government should have proceeded slowly and cautiously and, in view 
of the opinion of the House expressed at the last debate. Government 
should have kept in mind the possible reversal of its policy. Instead, 
would you believe it, Sir, would the members of the Council believe such 
conduct on the part of a sympathetic Government that is anxious to meet 
the wishes of the people, the Government has hastened the scheme, and 
is feverishly and lavishly pushing on the work and incurring further 
obligation so that it can present us with a fait accompli? I presume 
td voi(^ the indignation of the*House at such conduct and characterise 
<tooh methods as unfair and ungenerous. As to the sums of money that 
had beah spent before the last budget this Council gave expression to 
its oj^nibn after due deliberation, and after paying careful attention 4o 
. of^t^ Hon'ble Member. If the people or the representatives 

e^we-^Kiple bhodse to caxt aside Bs. S lakhs—^though I do not for.. a, 
■Mnnent mlmit that we need have cast it aside and could not. have got 
vtdRUU the feoney that had already been spent—^in prefereUoe tq riding 

id|u|;hshod over the sentiment of a people, m preference to pnffiting—a 
j^ncffitittg indeed-^-lgr the and tears tite helplaiM 
aa sure as I siand here to Toica tld 
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the district, the partition would mean the uptrooting of the lives of 
thousands and tens of thousands, and the final blow to a community, 
that was showing after years of neglect signs of resuscitation—then what 
right had the Government to step in and on the score of a business propom- 
tion—a very doubtful business proposition, as 1 bave shown ai^ will 
gltow—^flaunt the opinion and the recommendations of the peotde who 
are more in touch and are more in sympathy with those whom they 
represent? Our opinion was not snatched in a moment of extremist 
fervour, no great political issue underlay that proposition, it was not 
perverse, it was given after due deliberation and a very general discus¬ 
sion. What then was the great issue at stake that would have been 
compromised if the adverse vote of the Council had been accepted, 
what difficult or impossible situation would have' arisen? 1 ask the 
Government what prompted it to consider that it wonld not have been 
- able to carry on the adminisUalion without it, what need was there for 
certification, and I protest strongly against the action of the Govern¬ 
ment in having thus advised His Excellency in a matter in which the 
Government could easily have acceded to our wishes. 


Much less than half the money needed has been spent, Rs. 10 lakhs 
out of Rs. 27, barring the indefinite obligations that, have beeen under¬ 
taken in the face of the opinion of the Council. Rupees 27 lakhs is a 
large sum, and though that is the estimate for the time being, we have 
known estimates to soar with soaring chimneys. Let not a hard-headed 
liard-hearted Government cease to ignore sentiment, cease to justify 
this action which spells untold misery to many as a business proposition. 
And even apart from sentiment which must ever form the basis of . a 
just administration, I am ready to justify my position as a businens pro¬ 
position. We are not prepared to throw away Rs. 17 lakhs more where 
We have already thrown away Rs. 10 lakhs, we are not prepared to justify 
the purchase of an expensive outfit to match a beautiful pair of slippers. 
We are not prepared to spend money on a new district staff, we are. not 
prepaid to undertake that recurring expenditure that will be neces¬ 
sarily incurred if the district is partitioned and which can be better spent 
on more beneficent schemes. If we were to capitalise this recurring 
expenditure the money that has been already spent would fade, into ini^r 
nificance. 1 feel'certain that the buildings con be disposed <iKf! at'aht. 
advantage unless, asHhe rumour goes, the land is sinking’; 
there will be an end to the business proposition of Sir Henry Wheriegi 
Let those speculators who have relied on the.^firm and anbend^g^tiktida 
of tbe Government and have bought up. the land there in hi^L 
dingHiose whom the vagaries of a Government--ecaroely the exigehnniw'> 
df the adminstration^wiR force to settle rpnnd ^ hew hisdgi^ilrteSia - 
Isel that there is many a slip between the «up ai^ tjhe li]^ . 

‘ J haveKaufficientlf shown to tie (IbtmcB t&ki 3^ po^ 

|^,Gd 5 ^>n#nt ie indefenidble!» and w# inr 
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that if t«-day, after dtie deliberation, we are of opinion that the pafw 
ittion' of Kidnapore should be annulled; if to«day we are of opiniOB 
that we are not willing to disrupt the lives of the people of Midnapore; 
if we are of opinion that the people of Midnapore themselves may be 
allowed soitte voice in their destinies; if we are of opinion that the paJP> 
tition would serve to impoverish the people;—then we claim that it ie 
due to us and due to the Reforms and due to the people, that our voice 
and our reconiendations should carry the greatest possible weight with 
the Government and not be brushed oside as a mere act of piety, that is 
not winged enough to rise to the judgnient-seat of the great Arbiter of 
destinies. 

Biba SARAT CHANDRA MUKHOPAOHAYA: I beg to support 
the resolution. It is now three mouths and over, since this Council dis¬ 
allowed a provision in the Provincial Budget Estimates for a consider¬ 
able sum of money that would have been required as the initial expense 
of the partition of the district of Midnaimro. That question having 
formed the subject of a motion, I beg emphatically to protest against 
the exi)enditure of public money on an undertaking agaiust which quite 
a large volume of public opinion has arrayed itself ever since its incep¬ 
tion. I have been professionally connected with Tamluk, one of the 
principal subdivisions of the-district of Midnapore, which has done me 
the honour of electing me as its humble representative in tliis (hmncil. 
To my mind, the whole controversy with its attendant recriminations, 
the trident voice of the Demos condemning the partition in no measured 
terms on the one hand, and the authoritative dictum of the Powers that 
be on the other, resolves itself into opposite angles of vision, the 
people declaring the absence of the necessity for dismemberment on 
grounds of economy, and Government pressing for it on grounds of 
administrative efficiency.. We should be guilty of gross misrepresen¬ 
tation if we grudged district officers the credit of bearing the great 
burden of responsible work they have to bear already; but with the 
whole retinue of additional, joint, assistant, deputy and sul>deputy 
paasfiBjbcptM} to help him, he should be greatly pitied if he is uot con- 
fideiahly relieved of his 'burden. The administration of district board 
affairs passed from his hand. The municipalities have been rather 
lipo iong m existence to be kept any longer in leading strings, and their 
Mfd .^dependence frill be some amount of relief to him. 

' ^ li w<xsdd be ungenerous of us were we to shut our eyes, to the ehapge 
ed^^eoa^tiaiis in recent years, to the multifarious nature of the respon- 
mhip rayocations which take up the time and engage the attention of 
diibdot offi^rs. The quality of the work is the same in all diitriets, 
oir aniiidl, but. it is,the quantity that Varies according to bract 
to ailninister. The pressure, where heavy, .may he. 
relieved by increanng the number of assiataatrta 
ranks of new lEudinn CHivil Sernee uffiieera wkc^ 
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•very year sends forth, than by'the unpopular and extravagantly onpoli* 
sive process of partition, especially at this time of greatest econonnio 
stringency. Even if the Provincial Excheifuer were full, it would be 
quite in keeping with the wise traditions of English administrative 
policy to devote part of the capital cost to works of public utility, to the 
betterment of the existing institutions, and, so far as possible, meliorate 
the condition of the people. The district has been a prey to the devastate 
ing freaks of Nature, the treacherous rivers making the lives of the pom* 
peaKintry miserable, and bringing the proprietors of the soil/ the land¬ 
holders, to the verge of ruin. The absence of the means'of draining a 
very large portion of the Tamluk subdivision, namely, the Easijorah 
pargana, has made the lives of the people of more than hundred 
villages extremely miserable, their paddy lands lying submei^red for 
over eight months during the year and, for want of drinking water and 
medical help, cholera, influenza, malarial fever and small-pox carrying 
away the lives of thousands of the unfortunate villagers every year. -If 
a small portion of the money budgeted for the partition of the district 
be spent for drainage of the large tract, the lives and properties of the 
unfortunate villagers may be saved. The absence of the means of com¬ 
munication throws people out of touch with their neighbours. The 
absence of quite an adequate number of educational institutions is 
making the days of enlightenment a thing of the distant future. 

If, of money, there is enough and to spare, I would fervently join 
with my countrymen in appealing to Government, in the language of 
the poet to— 

“ Call your imor to regale with you. 

All the lowly, the destitute; 

Make their neighbourhood health-fuller, 

Give your gold to the Hospital; 

Let the weary be comforted, 

Let the needy be banquetted;” 

and not to think of spending money on what miy yet wait, as it lias 
waited, for a good number of years, according to the showing of the 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler. We do not require to be told that '* the 
district and subdivisional boundaries are not sacrosanct^** and that senti*.. 
ment should not be allowed to stand in the way of carrying oht schqn^ 
dictated by administrative exigency. I support whnle-bearb^ly ibe 
ac^ioiit of our, learned friend Mr. Sulurawardy, because'we W led 
in'tihis. matter by motives other than disinterested, and b^ to domaeiidl' 
d'ood wisdom of this Council. 

ilftn tASAt OHAHHRA dANAHl The reaobitioa id»t 
befo«a .tht Hbitso W been luUy discuss^ Imte aU possilde 
vi«W'.A»riag the voting of grants in connectimit wi0i the 
lili^nt, thetelore, gomg into ddtaUs, 1 ariteid eoiigMii^^ 
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yifcin jfomt# Agaisst the proposed partitiov and try to amwer the atgtt- 
mants advaaced in its favour from the side of the Government. 

IThe main arguments for the partition are:— 

(1) The area and the population of the District is very large for 

one district officer. 

(2) By a partition greater increase of administrative efficiency 

would be secured. 

(J) That a considerable amount of money has already been s^ient. 

(4) That the Government of India sanctioned the partition of the 

District as far back as 1913. 

With regard to the first point—my answer is—there are at least three 
other districts in Bengal with an area and population equal to that of 
Hidhapore, namely, Mymensingh, Bakarganj, and the 24-rarganas. 
Of the total area of about 6,000 square miles in Midnapore, 1,600 square 
miles are covered with jungles. The old district with its headquarters 
at Midnapore would consist of 2,688 square miles with a jwpulation of 
2,(^,477, but out of this area, if the jungle land is excluded, the total 
area would be 1,100 square miles only, whiqh is too small an area for an 
independent district with a large .set of officers as at present. The new 
district of Hijli, which is sought to be carved out of the old district, 
would also be considerable impoverished. Then again the other dis¬ 
tricts of Bengal, which entail more or less the same amount of admin* 
istrative work cannot be partitioned. 

Secondly, it is‘contended that for greater efficiency in the adminis¬ 
trative work smaller areas are suitable but what is efficient adminis¬ 
tration P Does it not mean an administration under which the educa¬ 
tional, industrial, agricultural, economic and sanitary conditions of 
the people advance rapidly and efficiently? But this can never be 
possible simply by dividing up bigger districts into smaller ones, unless 
money is available directly for those objects. The people would in no 
way" be the better off by having a double and treble set of District 
officers instead of one. 

Then with regard to the third point. If it is found on a mature and 
delibetate consideration that the step, taken for the partition of the' 
dietrict was erroneous, it is far better not to spend money on the pro- 
jwt any more. The real point is not that so much money has already 
been spent-^though a kurge amount can yet be recovered by selling off 
ilM and buildings-—but that whether money ought to be spent on 
a projeet which is found to he of no advantage to the people.. Is it pru* 
dffm * f"** he to waste more money because we have wasted a goodr dba! 
abn^yP Hepc«, if we find that the partition is a wasteful, iiAproduc> 
unn^Qsar^r step and that the people would not in any way be 
hSefihteH by it, we cannot spend money on it, . 
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Coming to the lourth point, It is said that the Ooremment q| If^ia 
sanctioned the partition. But it did so on the recommendation dt the 
Government of Bengal. Hence, it is no ground for partition ai all, 
and, if it is put forward as an additional ground, it is really an argu¬ 
ment in a circle. If the foundations for the recommendations of the 
Government of Bengal be examined and found to be untenable, the 
sanction of the Government of India or of the Home Government has no 
intrinsic force in itself. 

Let me now place before the House my reasons against the parti¬ 
tion;— 

(1) The first and the foremost is that the people do not want it. 
It has been suggested in certain quarters, that the agitation against 
the partition has been engineered by interested parties, naniely, the 
samindars, the pleaders and the doctors, but this is absolutely without 
any foundation as the people of the district have ventilated their griev¬ 
ance from the platform and through the press, aqjl also by numerous 
petitions and memorials, and 1 do most emphatically repudiate any 
such unfounded insinuation, and I may tell this Council that during 
the time when the voting of grants in connection with the last Budget 
came up before the House, I was unavoidably absent for a few days, and 
the voting of grants for partition of the district of Midnapore came up 
before the House during my absence. I bad to explain the circum¬ 
stances of my absence publicly—so high is popular sentiment about the 
matter. 

(2) Secondly, there is no need for partition at all, -and for the follow¬ 
ing reasons:— 

(t) The District Ofiicer’s work has been much lightened by thd 
appointment of an Additional District Magistrate. 

(n) The District OfBcer has been relieved of his duties as Chair¬ 
man of the District Board and of the Municipality. 

(in) The District Magistrate is no longer at the hei^ Of the Begia- 
tration Department of the District. 

(ii?) Under the existing arrangement his connection with the Excise, 
Police, Cess and Bevenue Departments is only nominal. , 

(v) For the last century and a half of British connection^ 

the, early part of which a considerable amount of i^pade-waark 
. (such as Surveys, Decennial and Perinaneni ^ttlmnent)lbi4 
. to. be undertalwn and canied out,, one single Distriet 
was found to be quite sufficient to eopo yriHh, -the .woilh'jQl 
admuiistration. In those days thexa were no rqilwfyeivnb 
w^ laid*ont pucqa and ikutoha roadf ii;gt canals and 
venie;i^ meims of commiuu<»tio»a. 
tiict to the other* r . . . ' 
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(■w) Ift spite of its big area the district has progressed rreU. 
Literacy in Midnapore is 9 per cent, whereas in smaller dis- 
^tricts, such as, Rangpur, Malda, Rajshahi, Pabna, it varies 
from 4 to 5 per cent. The average death-rate is lower than 
Bankura, Hooghly, Khulna, Dinajpur, Nadia and other 
districts. The economic condition of the people of the dis¬ 
trict compares favourably with other districts; a compari¬ 
son of the crime statements would show that the number of 
crimes in Hidnapore is not greater than smaller districts and 
the number of serious crimes is less than that of many other 
districts. Midnapore is a purely agricultural distriot with¬ 
out any mill population. 

(3) The cost of partition would be about 40 lakhs of rupees, with 
an additional recurring expense of about 2 lakhs of rupees. This the 
province is not in a position to bear at present. It is an unnecessary 
and unproductive scheme. 

V 

(4) The old town is in a decaying condition. It would still more 
deteriorate if the disfrict is partitioned. The old District Board and the 
Municipality would be impoverished to suqh an extent that it would be 
difficult for them to meet the cost of up-keep of the existing establish¬ 
ments. 

Thus I have summarised my reasons against the partition and, with 
these words, T press this motion for the acceptance of the House. 


Babu OEVENORA LAL KHAN: I rise to accord my whole¬ 
hearted support to the resolution. The question of partition of Midna¬ 
pore has been for a long time before the public and at this late hour of 
t^ie day, I believe, I shall not have to give a detailed account of the 
.various reasons against such a proposal as the partition of Midnapore. 
It is quite well known to every one of this House that this proposal 
^8.bren,.on occasipns more than one, most ruthlessly attacked by the 
general public of the district and denounced in the press. Only the 
other .day, this House at the time of “demands for grants" unani¬ 
mously rejected the demand of a sum of money for effecting this scheme 
of partition. Sir, the peoples' indignation has many times lieen given 
expression to by holding public demonstrations which must have given 
proof po«dtiTe to the.Oovemment— if a“y such proof was at all necessary 
view such action, of the Government with unqualified dis- 
j^fore entering into a, discussion of the arguments, I would 
t^ftTthis oppbrtuniiy to bring once again homo to the authorities the 
^liag^smd bpinioii of the people of my district in urging upofi the 
necessity of giving up the scheme, nothing short of. 
fte^ple. There is time yet % the Ch>venmi«at to 
of theiutoation that this sc^faib* if giyui effect to. 
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will create, and the diaaetrous consequence that such unwisdosn! wiU 
naturally breed. 

Sir, it is said that Midnapore is one ol the two'biggest districts of 
Bengal. So far as the geographical are is concerned, I admit, it is 
true. Government in its zeal for carrying out its policy often and ancm 
puts forth the arguments that the vast extent of the disixict stmiids in 
the way of its efficient administration.” The hollowness of this 
argument stands exposed to you when you wiU learn that barring the 
large tracts of waste lands and jungles that mostly abound in north 
Midnapore, for administrative purposes the district does not represent 
a size that involves greater difficulties than what is felt in some other 
districts of our province. As for the arduousness of the task of the 
District Magistrate—well, during the long course of time in the past 
it has never been complained of until the idea of partition caught the 
brains of our Government in recent times. Moreover, the institution 
of the system of non>official chairmanship of district boards has relieved 
the District Magistrate very much of his duties and responsibilities 
that were formerly attached to him. Over and above, the assistance of 
and Indian Civil Service subordinate called Addi^onal or Joint or 
Assistant Magistrate has gone a great way to lm|^t 9 qK.his burden of the 
more important functions that be had to do formerly himself alone. 
So the question of efficiency will not suffer any the more now. 

Then, Sir, those who have any knowledge of the internal condition 
Cf the district will at once admit hat the partition will render the people 
of the district as a whole and especially the people of north Midnapore— 
the constituency that I -have the honour to represent here—*poorer in 
their resources, weaker in their corporate strength and, what more, back¬ 
ward in moral and material progress. Sir, I will very briefly relate mjr 
reasons here. ' 

The subdivisions of Contai and Tamhik are navigable parts of the 
district and, as such the riverway forms the chief communication there,' 
whereas the Sadar and Ghatal subdivisions have quite a large number of 
metalled roa4s which are the only means of communication to the peo^ 
of that part of the district. Now the district board has to maintain them 
at an enormous cost. The result of this partition would be, either tlm 
district board with its limited resources vrill be under the neoi»stty ^ 
abandoning some of the roads which in its turn will cause serioua 
venience to the people concerned, or to maintain them at a huge coiit4< 
an additional burden to which the poor people I am sum wiU auc^mebi 
Then again, Sir, the Government nowadays advapcee ^V.Mvobms ^ ; 
text that al^dy so many rupees have bwi spept 
buildings at -j^i^ragpur; if noir the schenm is up jao 

puldio money go for nothing. To thbs. 
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yet to save good money from being squandered after bad. Sir, I 
understand that a sum of twenty lakbs of rupees will be necessary for 
the purpose, besides the recurring expenditure from year to year. We 
have begun with a deficit of two and a half crores of rupees so it will 
not be prudent for us to spend this large sum now on this scheme. 

Sir, before resuming my seat I would request this Council, and 
through it the Government, to accept this resolution which embodies 
the voice of the people against a painful grievance of my district. 
Though it principally concerns the district of Midnapore, but looked at 
from a broader point of view it is a question of the whole province. 

With these few words, I whole-heartedly support the resolution and 
hope the Council will unanimously accept it. 

Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA ROY Bahadur: I beg to move 
that the question be now put. 

The PRE8IDENT: I think that the Government Member should be 
given an opportunity to reply before the closure is put. 

CHIEF 8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT (Mr. J. Donald): I propose 
to accede to the suggestion which you haVe put forward and be brief. 
This question of the partition of Midnapore has been talked about so 
often—^we have had many discussions and we have had the old argxi- 
ments repeated to-day—that I do not propose to go deeply into the 
arguments and repeat what has been said on previous occasions. It was 
only three months ago that we discussed this question. It is a very 
old question—it dates back to the year 1836. The present proposals 
had their origin in 1913, and, although many attempts were made to 
partition the district, financial considerations stood in the way and 
nothing was done. The question was taken up by the District Admin¬ 
istration Committee in 1914, and thoroughly examined by them. 
Thereafter Lord Carmichael himself went and examined the question 
on the spot and came to the conclusion that it would be impossible to 
introduce a satisfactory system of local self-government unless 
the district was divided into two districts of manageable siiMs. 
Subsequently in 1915,, on two occasions, the scheme was supported 
by the late Legislative Council, and, as members are aware, very consider¬ 
able progress has been made in buildings since then. I need say little 
on the merits of the question for the partition of this district as the matter 
has already been put before the Council so often. It is essential in the 
interests of good administration and specially of efiicient local self-gov- 
ernmlnt. Under modern conditions of administration the work of the 
district cannot be carried on efficiently with the ordinary staff of a district, 
The^rea is too large. We have made temporary arrangements at present 
—an additional District Magistrate, additional police, etc., but these are 
merely a makeshift and no satisfactory solution of the difficulty. But 
ajMirt from the merits of the question, the Council must give heed to the 
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commitment which we have already incurred. It was pointed out in 
March last that a sum of about Rs. 8,53,000 had already been spent on 
buildings and that further expenditure had been incurred to the extent 
of Rs. 1,47,000: so practically Rs. 10 lakhs have already been spent. It 
has been stated that the cost of this partition will amount to Rs. 27 lakhs, 
but this is for a fully equipped district—a first class district up to date 
with all essential buildings. The estimate of works in progress however 
is calculated to cost about Rs. 19 lakhs and when we have these buildings 
we shall be able to start the new district. As I have already said, we 
had spent Rs. 10 lakhs up to the end of March—we have already incurred 
further expenditure since then, and we have entered into contracts to 
carry on the work which will practically take up the whole of the amount 
that was put in the budget this year. 

His Excellency, in addressing the Council on the 7th April last, pointed 
this out to this Council, and when the views of the Council were placed 
before him, and His Excellency decided that the demand for the construe* 
tion of these buildings in connection with the partition of the Midnapore 
district was essential to the discharge of his responsibility and gave a 
certificate accordingly, I think the discussion on the subject might well 
have ended there. His Excellency told you then that we would be out 
of pocket to the extent of nearly Rs. 13 lakhs with a number of unfinished 
buildings on our hands which could not be put to any use. That sum of 
Rs. 13 lakhs has now been considerably increased. We have work in 
hand to the full extent of the provision in the budget for the current 
year. The work too, as I have said, has advanced considerably. The 
buildings at Jhargram are approaching completion, and it is hoped that 
it will be possible to open the subdivision about the beginning of the cold 
weather. The same is the case with Hijli—^the principal buildings are 
getting on, the Treasury and Collectorate buildings are practically com¬ 
plete, tjie Police reserve lines far advanced, while the residences of the 
various officials ore well in progress. 

I put it to the Council that when the work has advanced to this stage, 
when the scheme initiated in 1913, endorsed on two occasions by the 
Legislative Council, and finally certified by His Excellency as essential 
—^when so much progress has been made and everything is in train for 
the opening of a new district and a new subdivision in the beginning of 
the next cold weather—it is out of the question now to withdraw and tq 
abandon the scheme. 1 would ask the Council therefore to reject the 
resolution. 

The PRESIDENT: I think I should give Hr. Nasim Ali a chance of 
speaking on this resolution. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED SUHRAWAROY: Will he speak ea a 
Government member on behalf of Government f 
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MEMBER in ehargt off POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'bla 
Bir Henry Wheeler): Mr. Donald has already replied on behalf of Gov¬ 
ernment. 

Mr« 8YED NA8IM ALI: I think I ought to say something on this 
resolution because the mover has particularly referred to me. The reso¬ 
lution has been moved by a barrister, who does not reside in the district, 
supported by a zamindar and again by two other lawyers. That is how 
the matter stands. 

Now,, the only argument that has been advanced in support of the 
resolution is this: that the wishes of the people are that the district 
should not be partitioned. Who are these people? By the “ people ** 
do we mean a set of gentlemen sitting one fine morning in the house of 
another gentleman and passing certain resolutions and publishing them 
in the newspapers? By the “people’' do we mean a certain section of 
the people of the town of Midnapore who have certain vested interests at 
stake and who want that this resolution should be carried? Will the 
mover let me know, in his reply, who were the representatives of thq 
Panskura thana in that meeting in which that resolution was passed? 
Will the mover let me know who were the representatives of the Ghatal 
subdivision in that august meting where it was declared that this i>arti- 
tion should bo annulled? Will the mover let me know who were the 
representatives of the Tamluk subdivision who wanted that this partition 
should be annulled ? Is it not a fact that the real people were not repre¬ 
sented in these meetings, the proceedings of which were published recent¬ 
ly in the newspapers a few days ago? I know how these things are 
managed, and we all know whether even the wishes of the people have 
been at all consulted in this matter. Now, one member has said that it 
is not those persons who have interests at stake who want that this parti¬ 
tion should be annulled, but it is a very curious thing that nobody has ever 
said in his arguments that if the partition be effected whether the people 
will gain or lose. Has any member suggested before the House that, if 
this partition be effected, it would not really benefit the people ? 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: I tried my best to 
impress on the Council that the people would considerably lose if the par¬ 
tition were effected. If the gentleman was not present in the Council at 
that time, it was not my fault. 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI : My friend has interrupted me and has stated 
that people would lose. But in what respect and how ? Does the mover 
suggest that if this partition be effected, then the co-operative system 
wpuld not really be as prevalent in the district as it is now ? Has the 
mover suggested that if really this partition be not annulled, then the 
agriculture and industries of the district will not develop ? On the other 
hand I think, and I have got some authority to say, that it is the agricul¬ 
turists who would really benefit i| be partitioned, and if 
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proper opportunities are availed of for spreading the principle of co-opera¬ 
tion amongst the agriculturists and also for the development of other 
industries. Now one member has suggested that the annulment of the 
partition is necessary because we find that in comparison with other dis¬ 
tricts the number of deaths, crimes and the amount of illiteracy is very 
small in Midnapore. It reminds me, Sir, of the argument of a certain 
layman who put a certain question to a logician. His argument was— 
well, without reading logic this man can argue very well, and so what 
is the good of reading logic at all. The logician answered that if, with¬ 
out reading logic ho had done so much, then by reading logic he would do 
still better. Because the number of deaths and crimes is very small and 
the district has got certain advantages, that is no argument why further 
steps should not be taken for the development of that district and, if 
sufficient facilities are given, the number of deaths and crimes will 
dwindle down still more. Then one of the arguments advanced was 
that there are other big districts in the province and when they have not 
been partitioned why do you partition the Midnapore district? Now 
that is an argument which carries no weight. If once we decide that 
for efficiency of administration and for development of agricuture and 
industries, the partition of a particular district is necessary and simply 
because that cannot be done for shortage of funds in connection with 
other districts, therefore, the partition of this particular district must 
be stopped—this is an argument which I fail to appreciate at all. It 
has been argued that a man from the borders of Midnapore has only 
supported it, but I think that that man from the borders of Midnapore has 
often been in some of the remotest villages of the Midnapore district, but 
the mover, except alighting from the train, taking a gharry and going to 
the Midnapore town, has never stepped his shoes in the mufassal of the dis¬ 
trict. It is also evident that if this district be partitioned, then the law¬ 
yers and the zamindars would be inconvenienced. There cannot be the 
slightest^doubt about it. It also reminds me of the history of the parti¬ 
tion of the Hooghly and Howrah districts. We all know that Hooghly 
was the main district and that the District Judge’s and other offices were 
all located in that district. The people of Howrah moved for the trans¬ 
fer of these offices to Howrah and some gentlemen from Hooghly opposed 
it and we all know why they did it. Subsequently the people of Howrah 
succeeded, and I do not think that anybody has ever suggested that there 
has been any loss to the people of Howrah on account of this partition, 
or that the people of Howrah have ever said that they have lost anything. 
It is only after the partition is effected that the people at large begin to 
realise the fruits of it. The whole argument is based upon sentiment 
and self-interest. It is also evident that some langpage has been used 
which would go to show that the gentlemen who want this annulment 
have nothing in view except that the old state of things must contillVie 
and that the old town must remain as it is. The argument put forward 
by the mover tends to show that he cares morn for his own town than for 
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the poor mufassalities who live in the distant villajfes. His whole argu* 
ment is that, if the district he partitioned, the municipality would be 
uncared for and therefore somebody would suffer, and that is where the 
shoe pinches. 

With theses ^ords, I oppose the resolution. 

Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA ROY Bahadur: I beg to move 
that the question be now put. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: I submit I have got 
a right of reply. 

Tha PRE8IDENT: You will have no right of reply if the closure is 
carried. • 

The motion that the question be now put was then put and lost. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY; I have great pleasure in support¬ 
ing this resolution. It will be in the recollection of many members 
of the House that when the budget estimates came before us, I moved 
an amendment to the effect that the expenditure for the partition of 
Midnapore be not voted. That resolution was carried by a fairly large 
majority of the members of this House. I am sonry to say that His 
Excellency was pleased to- 

The PRE8IDENT: I do not think you need refer to the action taken 
by His Excellency. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: Very well, I shall not. I think 
that that item of expenditure has been restored. Now, what are the 
facts. I understand that after restoring this item, they ore now very 
busy working with the scheme for the partition of Midnapore. The 
works are now very much more in progress. I fully realise the fact that 
a very large amount, nearly Rs. 10 lakhs, has been spent to effect this 
partition, viz., in the erection of new buildings. We have very great 
doubts whether we would get those advantages which the oificinls think 
would accrue from the partition. My friend, the mover of the resolu¬ 
tion, has already told you that the headquarters of the two districts are 
only six miles apart, that is, you can go from the headquarters of one 
district to another district within 15 minutes. How will the people be 
benefited thereby?* Of what advantage will the partition be to them? 
The people who come from the interior of the district could as well go 
another six miles to reach the headquarters. Now let us see the cost. 
The cost would be another District Magistrate, another District Judge, 
andther District Superintendent of Police, at least a couple of Deputy 
Superintendents of Police, a Jailer, a Civil Surgeon, and a Jail which 
means that the partition would cost about Rs. 2 lakhs jier annum. 
Well, I would say that instead of spending this two lakhs in having 
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a separate set of officials, why do not you spend u lakh of rupees in 
having a good Technical College at Midnapore? Why doi not you 
open a medical school at Midnapore? Why do not you make the 
present college at Midnapore, which only teaches up to the F.A. 
standard, a college reading up to the B.A. standard? Now you can 
do all these things with the two lakhs of rupees which you want to 
spend in this partition scheme. This is, I think, one of the grounds 
on which my friends ought to support the present resolution. 

Then my hon’ble friend, Mr. Donald, has told you that this parti* 
tion scheme has been under consideration since the year 1836. I did 
not know that—^he has also told you that the scheme had matured in 
the year 1913, when Lord Carmichael was the Governor of Bengal. 
Since the year 1836, that is, close upon a century, if this partition 
scheme could remain in abeyance, and it was only a few years ago that 
Lord Carmichael went to the spot and thought that something should 
be done, I think the present Government could have stayed their hands 
for another year or two. We know full well that the province is now 
very much in need of money. We have not got any money to spare 
and to add, at this time, another recurring expenditure of Rs. 2 lakhs 
is, I think, impolitic. Well, I am told that when the proposal for 
partition was published in the press, there were eight petitions from 
the people to the Government. What has my friend Mr. Nasim Ali 
to say to this? And then there is another fact that Mr. Nasim Ali, 
who has opposed this resolution, is not a resident of Midnapore. So, 
he has no right to oppose the resolution with that vehemence which a 
resident of the place can do. Well, I may tell you that I have got my 
relations who hold large landed properties in the district of Midnapore, 
and I have never heard any complaints from them that this district 
ought to be partitioned and that they are put to any sort of inconve¬ 
nience because the district! is not partitioned. For, these reasons, I 
beg to support the resolution of my friend Mr. Suhrawardy. 

Biybu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I do not propose to take 
up much time of the House. I rise to support the resolution. This 
House, only a few months ago by a large majority, accepted the pro¬ 
position that the partition of Midnapore was not necessary. Tlie ques¬ 
tion arose no doubt at the time of the budget debate, but incidentally 
we had to consider whether the people concerned liked it, or whether 
any necessity for the partition on administrative grounds was made out 
and whether the cost was not prohibitive. On these three grounds, I 
think, we came to the conclusion that neither of the grounds in ifovoui 
of partition was made out and it was not at all advisable to incur so 
heavy an expenditure over the partition for which there is no demand 
from the people concerned; and by a large majority we refused the 
provision made in the budget. His Excellency certified that a certain 
portion of the expenditure is necessary for completing the half-done 
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works. If that question had come before the House—that for comple* 
tion of some works some amount was necessary, that would have been 
allowed even by this House. Because some of the houses have been 
built at some expense, is it a ground- 

The PRESIDENT: You are practically criticising the speech of 
His Excellency which you are not entitled to do. 

BNbu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI; I am not going to say 
anything about His Excellency’s speech. A certain amount was gi anted 
and certified, simply, as far as I remember, for comi)leling the 
works undertaken. To that, of course, we have no objection and I do. 
not say anything against it. The houses that have been built may be 
utilised for other purposes as has been done in tlio case of Dacca build¬ 
ings. Some schools might be opened there. But simply because we 
spent a few lakhs, that is no reason wh^’ we should si)end a good deal 
more and why there should be a duplication of officers and a consequent 
heavy expenditure. Now, because the work could not be. stopped, a 
question has arisen here for a final opinion of this House whether the 
partition should be proceeded with or given up for good. We already 
thought over all the questions involved and we have also heard the 
objection of Mr. Nasim Ali and I think no new case has been made 
out for going against our deliberate opinion after a full discussion at the 
time. Mr. Nasim Ali now says that no representative of the people 
came forward to oppose the partition; but at least we have not 
also heard that a portion of the people are really in favour of i>arti- 
tion. We have not seen the proceedings of any meeting held by 
the people of Midnapore that the partition should be proceeded with 
and it should not be abandoned. In that case by that argument we 
cannot come to the conclusion that the people concerned really liked 
that the partition should be proceeded writh. I think, therefore, that 
as we held then, though incidentally, and as no fresh reasons have 
been put forward for changing our opinion, we should come to the same 
conclusion and should uphold our expression of opinion that the parti¬ 
tion is not necessary. This is not the time, when we are faced wth 
a heavy deficit, for undertaking a thing which would cost us a good 
deal and for which it would be necessary to incur an annual recurring 
expenditure amounting to Rs. 2 lakhs. 

Under these circumstances, I think that we should support this 
resolution. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: This matter 
should not be lightly disposed of. The Government have taken a very 
strong attitude in regard to it. His Excellency the Governor ha s 
vetoed our resolution about it. Now the question is this. If we support 
the, resolution of Mr. Suhrawardy we must be prepared to give sufii- 
cient reasons, such reasons as may seem to His Excellency to be good. 
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Sir, it is said that since 1836 the proposal for the partition of Midnapore 
has been afoot. True, Midnapore is a Tcry larg^ district and it may 
well be divided if there is money to do so. Now, it is said it came up 
ag'ain some ten years ago. It was then proposed to have the head¬ 
quarters of the new district at Contai. That is a proposition which one 
could understand. That would be a division of the district. Then 
Mr. Kerr opposed, the partition. Now, Sir, to have another district 
only five miles from Midnapore can you call it a bond fide partition. 
People think that it is not in the interests of the people that this is 
being done. If it were in the interests of the people, we might have 
gone to Contai, but you shall not go there. Five miles are within the 
suburbs of Midnapore town. What reason can there be for having 
another district ih the suburbs of the same town? Sir, there is a pro¬ 
verb in our country that the woman who loves the child more than the 
mother is a witch. All the people of Midnapore have protested against 
this partition of placing the headqtiartors hve miles from Midnapore. 
Why should other people, who have no interests in the district, come 
forward and say “ let us have partition P" Why should men, officers, 
English officers for the matter of that, go against the wishes of the 
people. There is absolutely no reason whatsoever for it, and the time 
has come that at least in these matters the Government should remem¬ 
ber that this is after all a foreign Goveiiiment and that it should never 
go against the wishes of the people. Now it is said that we had spent 
Rs. 10 lakhs. The entire expenditure would be Bs. 27 lakhs. If there 
are good reasons for having a district town within five miles of Midna¬ 
pore, we would have said “ let there be a partition.'' But if that divi¬ 
sion is absolutely untenable and unreasonable, if Bs. 10 lakhs have been 
spent, and unwisely spent, should another Rs. 17 lakhs be sjwnt again ? 
Then it has been said that it is clear that another Rs. 2 lakhs would be 
the annual expenditure. Why should this expenditure be incurred at 
all? Are we in anyway in a sound financial position? When we ask 
for drinking water, when we ask for medical relief, we say there is 
no money; but for the pleasure, and for the luxury of partition,-there 
is Rs. 17 lakhs at once and Rs. 2 lakhs a year recurring. We shall 
never support such a procedure. Let the Government show the necessity, 
let the Government meet these arguments of ours and then let them 
veto our resolution. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: I had no desire to intervene in this debate 
but, if I rise to-day to speak, I do so, because I have discovered in 
this Council an hon'ble gentleman, who has thought it fit to play the 
part of the woman who loves a child more than its mother," to quote 
the proverb just cited by Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur. The 
hon'ble member has thought it fit to question-the representative charac¬ 
ter of the speakers in-support of the resolution. First, of all he has 
questioned the representative character of the mover of the lesolutioii. 
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For his benefit, let me quote bis own speech as to who the mover of 
the resolution is. In his previous speech, he said:— 

X thoiighit that the gentleman who has been retumed from the Burdwan Birision, 
Soiith, Mr. Zahid (sic) Suhrawardy, would have said something on this matter 
because he is a representative of the rural Muhammadans of Miduapore. Babu 
8arat Chandra Jaitah . . . represents only one portion of the district. Where¬ 
as in Midnapore if a Muhammadan wanted to be returned, ho has got to secure 
votes from the entire district, and it is the Muhammadan candidate who can 
really tell the House what the difficulties are, even of informing the voters of their 
right to vote and the date thereof. 

Well, it is that Muhammadan representative, Mr. Shaheed Suhra¬ 
wardy, who is the mover of this resolution, and that is his authority for 
representing thte views of the people of Midnapore. He is nobody, he 
is not competent to speak on behalf of the people of Midnaimre but 
the hon’ble gentleman, hailing from the banks of tbe llupnarayan, who 
had to beat a hasty retreat from Miduapore, whom the voters of 
Midnapore knew not, who would like to play the Blue Beard here also 
and have Midnapore cut asunder, for haviiig repulsed his overtures, 
is the fittest person to speak on behalf of Midnapoie. 1 quote his own 
words:— 

I was a candidate for election for the Burdwan South Muhammadan area, 
which .Tomprisea the districts nf Howrah, Hooglily and Midnapore. I tried my 
best to inform my voters that I would stand as a candidate, and, when 1 tried to 
find out means of communication, 1 found it was impossible to inform my voters 
that an election would take place and that they had the right to vote. 

But in spite of that Mr. Shaheed Suhrawardy experienced no diffi¬ 
culty and he has been returned by an overwhelming majority of votes 
by the Muhammadans of South Burdwan Division comprising the di’s- 
tricts of Howrah, Hooghly and Miduai>ore, and if Midnapore knows 
not the hon’ble Maulvi it is not the fault of want of communication. 
The fault is the other way about. 

Then there is the Kumar of Narajole who represents the subdivi¬ 
sions of Sadar and Ghatal. He is not a nominated in6ml}er. He is an 
elected representative of the people of Obatal and Sadar. He is not fit, 
be is not qualified to speak on behalf of the iwople of Midn.apor 0 because 
he happens to have considerable landed properties and is a zamindar, 
but the hon'ble Maulvi, who owns not a single inch of land in the 
wide and vast district of Midnapore is the fit and proper person qualified 
to speak on its behalf. 

There is Babu Sarat Chandra Mukhopadhaya, the member for 
Tamluk and Contai, who is also the Chairman of the Municipality of 
Tamkik. He is not a representative of the iieople of Midnapore 
but tbe hon’ble Maulvi, hailing from the banks of the Rupnarayan, who 
could not get himself elected by the people of Midnapore is qualified 
to speak on their behalf. 
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Babu Sarat Chandra Janah, also the representative of the people of 
Contai and Tamluk has spoken on behalf of the people of Midnapore and 
he is not qualified because he is a lawyer, but the Maulvi from outside 
the district is qualified to speak. 

Then I might also place my own views before the House. But I 
fear to tread where the hon’ble Maulvi has rushed in. I do not 
represent Midnapore on the Legislative Council. I am the representa* 
tive of Dacca. 1 am, however, encouraged by the example of the 
hon’ble Maulvi and I am reminded that, I happen to be the Chainmin 
of the District Board of Midnapore. I have taken the trouble to 
ascertain the views of the elected representatives of the people on the 
District Board. I have also consulted the members of the Local Boards 
and all of them, without a single exception, have expressed themselves 
unanimously in favour of the annulment of the partition of Midnapore. 
But, I daresay, they are not qualified to speak on behalf of the people 
of Midnapore but the hon’ble Maulvi is the person who must speak on 
behalf of Midnapore. I thought when the hon’ble Maulvi spoke on 
the last occasion he did so because he was smarting under the refusal 
of the Muhammadans of Midnapore to elect him as their representative. 

I should have thought that he had been cured of his rancour by this ' 
time. He has, however, returned to the charge and has surpassed his 
previous performance. It is not to be wondered at. For to-day he haf 
the additional stimulus and incentive of having been mentioned in des¬ 
patches by His Excellency the Governor. However, I should not be hard 
upon him. I may, for his enlightenment, tell him with reference to 
the difficulties of communication which he had referred to in his last 
speech, and also the House that in Midnapore there are three motor 
services running from Belda to Contai, Chandrakona to Ghatal and 
Panchkura to Tamluk. The unhappy litigant from Bagnan who would 
have liked to engage the hon’ble Maulvi might have motored down from 
Ghatal to Midnapore town, without attempting the impossible task of 
diverting the course of the Rupnarayan or pumping it dry by the estab¬ 
lishment of the headquarters of a new district at Hijli I I do not wish 
to dwell at length on this point. Maulvi Nasim AH, and those of his 
ilk, got their reply on the last occasion in the’“ Ayes have it ” and I 
daresay to-day again Maulvi Nasim Ali will have his reply in the 
** Ayes have it.” 

1 will not waste the time of the Council furthej>-'Only one wcrd 
more before I sit down. Whatever arguments might have been advanced 
in favour of the partition of the district of Midnapore, all these 
arguments have disappeared, to my mind, because these aiguments 
apply a fortiori to the district of Mymensingh, a much heavier and 
larger district. When His Excellency, out of deference to the wi^es 
of the Council, has given up, if I am not mistaken, the scheme of the 
partition of Mymensingh, all reasons have disappeared on the ground 
of difficulty of administration. Only one argument remains, namely, the 
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argument of expenditure. So much money has been poured inta the 
dry and stony soil of Hijli, so much treasure has been sunk, so many 
lakhs and lakhs, are we now to abandon this scheme? Well, Sir, so 
long as I remember the unsettling of the settled fact, so long us I 
remember that money and treasure lavishly poured out by the Govern* 
ment of Eastern Bengal and Assam for the creation of a capital at 
Dacca did not stand in the way of the annulment of its partition, so 
long this argument will not appeal to mo, nor to the iieople of Midna* 
pore. So long as we remember that the settled fact of Lord Morley 
could be unsettled by Lord Crewe, so long as we remember that what 
Lord Curzon did. Lord Hardinge could undo, we might still continue 
to hope that what may be done by the Earl of Ronaldshay may be 
undone by the Earl of Lytton. 

The success, of our efforts depends ui)on the intensity and volume 
of the agitation. The resolution might be negatived, but we will move 
it again and again till we have annulled the partition of Midnnpore 
like the partition of Eastern Bengal and Assam. 

With these words, I beg. to support the resolution moved by the 
hon’ble Muhammadan member for Midnapore. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED SUHI^AWARDY: I thank you 
for giving me the opiwrtunity to reply to the charges that 
have been levelled against me by Maulvi Nasim Ali. 

1 presume I shall have to acknowledge the authority of Maulvi 
Nasim Ali when he says that he has authority to 
speak on behalf of tlve people of Midnapore because he has been men¬ 
tioned as a representative by His Excellency, but the people and the 
Council do not acknowledge his authority or .set much store by the 
futile arguments that he put forward in his sjieech. He has no atom of 
right to speak on behalf of the people of Midnapore. He has said that 
a barrister, a zamindar and two lawyers have spoken for the i)eop1e of 
Midnapore. The people of Midnapore were foolish enough to return 
such men. If he had been returned, ho would have been satisfied with 
the acumen of the people of Midnapore and with their good sense in 
returning lawyers to the Council. How little Maulvi Nasim Ali knows 
of the facts of the case when he says that the only argument that has 
been advanced is that it is against the wishes of the jieople of Midna¬ 
pore. It is not my fault if he is unable to comprehend the other argu¬ 
ments, it is not my fault if he chooses to be absent when 8i)eeches are 
being delivered. Can he not imagine what a large amount of money 
will be spent year by year in providing, as I have said, ** soft billets " ? 
Canvhe not picture to himself the capital and recurring exjienditura 
that will have to be incurred over the partition of the district? How 
little he knows of the i)eople of Midnapore when he says that it is only . 
one gentleman sitting with other gentlemen who pass resolutions and 
forward them for the edification of the Hon'ble Sir Henry Whaler, how 
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little he knows of the situation when he confines the pi-otest to a meet¬ 
ing, which has only been recently held that is since he began to take 
interest in the affairs of Midnapore. In the Sovemment resolution 
No. 6072 PD., of the 7th July, 1913, Political Department, in which 
the Government of Bengal put forward its arguments for the people of 
Midnapore you will find eight memorials attached to it. In the report 
the Government do acknowledge that there is no dissentient voice 
against the partition, and here is a gentleman who comes to speak, I 
believe, on behalf of the people of Midnapore, and denounces its repre- 
sentetives who say exactly the reverse. One last word which I wish 
to say is this: that if the Council passes, with an overwhelming vote, the 
resolution that the partition of Midnai>ore be annulled, 1 ask the Govern¬ 
ment not to treat it as lightly as they treated the budget resolution. 

The motion was then put and carried. 

Withdrawal of Resolution. 

Mr. K. G. M. FAROQUI: I beg leave to withdraw the resolution 
standing in my name. 

The following resolution was then, with the leave of the Council, 
withdrawn;— 

** This Council recommends to Government that the mainland por¬ 
tion of the district of Noakhali be transferred to the district of Tippera, 
and the island portion to the district of Chittagong.*' 

Indian CavMry for Bengal. 

Babu NALINI NATH ROY. “ This Council recommends to the 
Government to urge on the Government of India the necessity of mak¬ 
ing provision for a cavalry unit, like the one-time Bengal Light Horse, 
in the territorial army of Bengal, if such provision has not already been 
made.** 

On reading the resolution over, the first thought that will arise in 
the minds of many members of this Council will be, that it is premature: 
why not wait and see what the Central Government is going to do? 
Why rush into moving resolutions before the necessity for them has 
arisen ? 

I would have liked very much to postpone moving such a resolu¬ 
tion at such a moment, had I not reason to believe that it is not only 
not premature, but*this is the critical moment to take action. Not 
only do I not think that the resolution is being moved a moment too 
. soon, but I am afraid 1 may have been already late and should have 
taken action during the first session of this Council. In fact I have 
to move it now on the principle of ** better late than never.** 
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That this resolution has not been moved a whit too soon will appear 
rather clearly to those who know what a settled fact means in our days, 
when once a thing is allowed to settle down, and not given a thorough 
shaking up, at the moment of dispensing, we know to our cost what it 
means to resettle it. We have, before now, allowed many nieasures to 
become settled facts though not making our existence felt at the proper 
time, and 1 think if this resolution is not moved now we will be doing 
the same thing again. This scheme of the tevritorial army is on the 
anvil, has not yet seen the light of day, there is time yet for revision and 
readjustment. For the information of members who are not acquainted 
with the subject, I should state the Indian Defence Force Act, which 
was a war measure, was repealed by two^ Acts passed last year—^The 
Indian Territorial Forces Act for Indians, and the Auxiliary Forces 
Act for the Europeans. Under section 13 of the Indian Territorial 
h'orce Act. the Government of India drafted rules for the formation of 
Indian units and circulated them for the expression of opinion amongst 
the public. These rules with the recommendation are being finally con¬ 
sidered by the Government of India and the Alilitary authorities. An 
expression of opinion by this Council for the desirability of a mounted 
unit will have its weight with those who are framing, the schemes of 
territorial forces. » 

I do not know whether to the incubus of .i settled fact, wo may not 
then have to fight against the spirit of prestige? Added to the prob¬ 
lems of settled fact and prestige, we must have regard to another factor. 
However great may be the differences between the activities of an 
individual and a Government, they are both of them subject to the 
limitations imi>osed on by time. This matter of the territorial army 
is engaging the attention of Government at the present time, the multi¬ 
fariousness of its duties may not allow it to attend to it again in a hurry. 
I should also mention the. fact that matters connected with tlie array 
not only require the attention of the Central Government, but have to 
run the gauntlet, I do not know, of how many departments of the Home 
Government. So to the principle of “ better late than never,” there is 
the probability that the subject of my resolution can claim the support 
of the other principles of ” now or never.” I should also say that in 
recording our voice in a matter which far transcends in importance 
all other matters in nation-building, we should not be afraid cf being 
too early but of being too late. We should never hesitate to s^ieak out 
as early as we can possibly do. So I think that I am not at all too 
early but rather this is the psychological moment for me. 

t 

That the leaders of the non-co-operation movement, by trying to 
wreck the present system of the Government before providing for the 
defence of the country, both external and internal, are acting foolishly 
will not require much eloquence to prove to this Council. Then the 
necessary corollary of this proposition that we can not afford to act 
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in an equally foolish manner requires no proving. We have demanded 
for some time and have got a substantial measure of self-government. 
We do not think that this measure of self-government which we have 
got is premature; and there are many of us, myself included, who do 
not doubt that we are fit for an even larger measure of it. What is self- 
government? Councils and Assemblies, stotutes and regulations in 
themselves no more constitute self-government than a body suffering 
from imralysis of its limbs constitutes health. We cannot legislate a 
foreign foe out of the country, nor can we quell a riot with the entire 
contents of the record rooms of a legislature. Without the ability of 
self-defence, self-government is a meaningless obsession. If it is so, 
the subject of my resolution, if I may be permitted to say so, requires 
no proof, but is a necessary chapter of the proposition that ability of 
seR-defence must precede the ability to self-government. Whatever 
other people may do or say, that we, the members of this Council, can¬ 
not ignore the intimate connection between self-defence and self- 
government, forms my principle plea. If we have got a substantial 
measure of self-government, a substantial measure of the work of self- 
defence must be taken up. If it is said that there is the I’egular army 
for the purpose, my reply is that not only have M'e got to fill in the ranks 
of the regular army in all its departments, but of the volunteer forces 
as well. That the volunteer army is a big factor in the defence of the 
country, as well as in the preservation of internal peace, need not be 
urged ui>on. Equally with a large measure of self-government and 
equally with the regular army we must fill in the ranks of the volunteer 
forces. Not only that; along with progressive realisation of respon¬ 
sible self-government, we must press our claims to an even higher share 
in the work of defence of the realm and preservation of peace. One of 
the glorious achievements of the British nation has been the restora¬ 
tion of internal peace and defence of the country againstL invaders. I 
would say, a yet more glorious work remains to be performed to make 
us fit to do this bjr ourselves; if not entirely but still progressiugly. 
Let us be given the liberty to defend ourselves where we can be trusted 
to do so. I need not dwell on the oft-repeated expressions that it is 
the natural right of man, gift of God, etc. I will say again, whatever 
short-sighted people may do or say, that the ability to self-defend must 
]>recede the ability of self-government cannot but be ignored by the 
.members of this Council. This is my principal argument. 

As regards subsidiary points the first is that it will prove very help¬ 
ful in the preservation of peace in a locality whore no possible measures 
for the purpose should be neglected. The city of Calcutta, the second 
city of the Empire, has got a very large industrial population; this 
city is the centre of an industrial area extending from 25 to 30 miles in 
some directions. The difference between the indigenous and the large 
imported population fi-om up-country is great not only in habits and 
customs but in physical strength and rowdkiess of character. There 
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are large bodies of Paihans and other fierce people scattered all over 
this area where the difference between elements composing the popu¬ 
lation is relatively homogeneous, the danger to peace and security is 
small, But where this difference is great, where the two sets of the 
population are alien in character and habits of life, where the one set 
of the population is tiniid and weak and the other set fierce and tur¬ 
bulent, and risk to peace and proi3erty is great, in such areas sudden 
widespread and violent disturbances should always be provided against. 
In this connection, I shall observe that this force will not only 
be a useful addition to the police force of the country, but force of a 
character which is much needed in the country. Some of us will not 
have Gurkhas and hillmen to interfere with us in the preservation of 
jieace; but how to replace them? I have spoken before about unreli¬ 
able elements which I should enlarge and shew in another asjiect. Not 
only is a heterogeneous conglomeration liable to sudden and violent dis¬ 
ruption as in cases of racial and religious outbreaks, but the attempt 
at stopping such disturbances by an agency, which is alien in character 
and habits, is bound to miscarry and is more or less otherwise unfor¬ 
tunate. Events like the recent one which was discussed so mueh will 
occur and recur. I do not wish to rake up ohl sores but wo can not 
afford to ignore them as pieces of history from which to learn how to 
stop unfortunate events occurring frequently in failure so long as an 
agency, very foreign in character and sympathies, is emidoyed in quell¬ 
ing riots or the likelihood of one, these events will recur with mathe¬ 
matical exactness. The alien agency must be replaced by one more 
native. I do not blame anyone. Not only will a Gurkha fail to do 
justice to a situation in Bengal but a Bengali force will fail to deal 
with the sort of justice that is inevitably required in Nepal or Afghan¬ 
istan. A Bengali Cavalry unit will fit in with this state of things. It 
will be able to cover a wide range and to anive at the danger zone at 
a time which may make all the difference between loss of life and 
property; and, what is of more importance, of honour and preserva¬ 
tion thereof. I should point out, at this stage, that whether Calcutta 
is the second city of the Empire or the third or the fourth in import¬ 
ance in the difficulty of the problem of maintenance of the public peac.e 
against sudden outbreaks of lawlessness, it yields to no other city of 
the Empire. I think this will be readily admitted by those who have 
any remembrance of the history of the Calcutta riots and the giave 
under-current of racial and religious differences of its iKjpulation. I 
should also sound the note of warning, in the light of the newly awakened 
labour unrest, that the future may not be piegnant with peace and 
amity^ but may usher in bard days against which we should make full , 
preparations. It may be said that there are the police armed and 
unarmed—^tbe military and auxiliary forces to perform this duty for us, 
but what we want is to see some of our own men doing this. We want 
to see our own men—^Bengali citizen soldiers-—coming out to protect 
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iifl. It may be said that this opportunity is being given to us in the 
shape of an infantry regiment, but is it too early in the day to ask for 
a cavalry unit in the light of local necessities P 

The second subsidiary point, I will urge, is about the ever-growing 
Police Bill. This effective supplementary force will be available to the 
country at a very cheap rate. I may say practically without cost, as 
this will be the volunteer force almost wholly providing its own neces¬ 
sities, the cost will be practically borne by the men themselves. A 
mounted body of troops is a costly item, and in these days of scarcity 
of revenue this aspect of the case cannot be lightly regarded by the custo¬ 
dians of the public purse. 

A third subsidiary advantage of having such a cavalry unit remains 
to be mentioned. From a reading of history, as well as from condi¬ 
tions existing all over the world, we find that defence of the realm is 
considered as a sort of special duty of the wealthy and leisured class. 
'J'hat those who have a larger stake in the councry should claim a special 
share in its defence and preservation of internal peace, does not api^ear 
to me unnatural. I think the Bajas and Maharajas, the Nawabs and 
Rai Bahadurs will demand this cavalry unit of mine almost as a birth¬ 
right. Although I am myself a democrat, I must acknowledge that 
it has not yet been the proved privilege of the entire nobility and 
gentry of Bengal to appreciate the . merits of democracy., For tiiis 
reason this cavalry unit will strike their fancy, will appeal to the imagina¬ 
tion of the scions of the nobility and gentry of the land in a way which 
cannot be achieved and which notliing else can do. If such an oppor¬ 
tunity is not provided for them they may not come forward in as large 
numbers to serve in the defence of the country as when some recogni¬ 
tion of their special claim in this department is shown. So, in considera¬ 
tion of the histoiical claim of this class of the population, something 
«^hould be done for them. 

In conclusion, I beg to say that many of us have read and some have 
actually witnessed a scene of widespread rioting and lawless¬ 
ness, of houses being plundered, carriages overturned and 
their occupants, including respectable women and children, burnt alive 
in the heart of the city, the Bengali inhabitants of which are being 
protected by Sikhs and Gurkhas, by the Calcutta Light Horse and the 
Calcutta Scottish. This is ceirtainly a defence and effective defence 
too; but what I would beg to point out is, that it is not self-defence. 

it is not defence of the race, by the race. Is it premature to expect 
and try the experiment of having a Bengali cavalry unit to defend the 
hearths and homes,'" the lives and honour of the women and children 
their own race? 

BalMi SUREN DR A NATH RAYl I beg to support the resolution. 

B«bu TANKANATH CHAUOHURIa I beg to support this resolu¬ 
tion whole-heartedly. A nation in order to live mimt be fit to defend- 
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its hearth and home. We have heard at f^reat length the necessity of 
forming a cavalry unit. If I remember aright, our Aenerable leader, 
Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, one day told us in his speech when we were 
trying to recruit for the Bengali regiment that in the early 'eighties 
he had offered himself—he volunteered himself—for service in the 
army, but he was refused entrance into the army then. Now, during 
the war the Bengalis have proved that they e^in fight; the blame that 
was attached to them that they could not light has been now washed off. 
At this late hour I do not like to detain the Council longer. I only 
submit that every man ought to be able to defend his own home. 

With these words, I beg to supiwrt the resolution. 

Rai JOGENORA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I beg to support the 
resolution. The Bengalis for a very long time have had no army of 
their own. It is thrown to our face that when we get self-government, 
we shall not be able to protect ourselves. It is an ^indoubted fact. 
The British Government—the British in this country—have taught us 
many lessons—^lessons of Western culture, lessons of political freedom 
and lessons of nationality, which, it must be said, we had not before. 
But one lesson we have not yet learnt—the lesson of defending our¬ 
selves. Sir, we read in the Ain-i-Akhari. that at the time of Akbar, 
the Kayastha zamindars of Bengal supplied the Empire, w’th 3,00,000 
of infantry, 70,000 cavalry, and the corresponding artiller. and ships. 
Those were days when the Moghuls taught the zamindars of Bengal 
to supply them with an army. It is a fact that Sher Shah conquered the 
Moghuls with a Bengali army. It is a fact that the English conquered 
India partly with Bengali pykes and soldiers. It is a flant that the 
soldiers of the Bistoopur Eajas fought successfully against the Mah- 
rattas. What has become of the martial races? You cannot now find 
,a single man even to be a proper constable from the ranks of the Ben¬ 
galis: you have to go up-country for them. This is the state of 
things. We must give our people a training. The time is surely 
coming when we shall get self-government but self-government without 
an.army is an impossibility. When the British teach us self-govern¬ 
ment, they should also teach us lessons of military service. 
Unfortunately the terms of service in the Military Branch arc such 
that the well-to-do tenantry of Bengal will not go into it. Now, my 
friend here proposes that there should be a cavalry unit like the one¬ 
time Bengal Light Horse, that is to say, a cavalry unit consisting of 
the sciops of the aristocracy of the land. There are many among them 
who spend their time only in hunting and pleasure-seeking. They 
woulfl be very glad to come forward . to form themselves into a cavalry 
unit like the Bengal Light Horse, and T do hope that they will 
have the patriotism to come at once and not mind the expenditure. 
Let them show an example and others will follow. We shall have a 
ierriiorial army in'the near futu|| 0 . Tjet the aristoCTacy of the land 



534 


INDIAN CAVALRY FOR BENGAL. 


[12th July 


who are the vanguard of the nation—^liko the zamindars of Akbar’s 
time—come forward and form one cavalry unit at least for self-defence. 
We know very well tl^e dangers that' are around v.s; T need not go 
fully into them. We are in the midst of very great dangers. There¬ 
fore, it is time that we should be able to protect ourselves, and the 
only thing, and the only way, in which it can be done is for the great 
zamindars to come forward and en^list themselves in a body in a light 
cavalry which should at least be one thousand strong. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: I am afraid, Sir, that in 
spite of your exhortation that speeches should be curtailed there has so 
far been little indication of greater brevity; rather a tendency is mani-‘ 
feat in the opposite direction. I will therefore deal, as shortly as 
possible, with the merits of this particular projiosal. 

The resolution itself is an echo of an interesting esix»riment which 
was initiated during the war. It was in 1917 that the idea of a volun¬ 
teer Indian cavalry unit in Bengal was put forward, and it-was greatly 
helped by Colonel Pugh. After a somew'hat lengthy discussion, it 
became an accomplished fact, and some 200 applications for member¬ 
ship were received. Training started in February 1918, and continued 
very nearly for a year, till January 1919. During that time about 124 
troopers went through the camp, and at the end 74 of them were fully 
trained. The corps exjwrienced various vicissitudes in its career, but 
it was well spoken of by those who saw the men at work, and there 
was not the slightest doubt that it did enlist the keen enthusiasm of 
a fair number of young men, who worked hard to make themselves fit 
for the purpose for which they enlisted. The Bengal Government 
throughout gave all the assistance in its power to the scheme, and 
recommended it to the favourable consideration of the Government of 
India. The present resolution, as I understand it, would like to see 
that unit made permanent in the territorial force for Bengal. 

Now, as is fairly common knowledge, a future territorial scheme foi 
India hivs been approved, and though its details have not yet been 
authoritatively given out. the Pioneer of the 25th June had an article 
which, I take it, was a fairly accurate forecast. The whole subject of 
military expenditure, I may scarcely remind the Council, is in the 
hands of the Army Department, which has full control and also finds 
the funds. Now, taking this forecast as accurate, it would seem that 
what is contemplated, apart from University Corps, is six territorial 
infantry units for the whole of India, of which one is to be allotted to 
Bengal. There is no mention in this forecast, be it intelligent or other¬ 
wise, of a cavalry unit in any province; and it would seem therefore 
likely that the intention of the Army authorities is to see first what 
succe&s is achieved in the matter of infantry regiments before going 
further. Without any derogation of this Presidency, it is of course 
obvious that, geographically, therefore other provinces in India better 
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suited to the use of cavalry than Bengal. Well, if Uint is the inten¬ 
tion of the authorities, and if, as we know, the whole question of militory 
expenditure rests with them, we, a.s Goverij^ment, cannot do more in 
this connection than lay the result of this discussion before the Gov¬ 
ernment of India, leaving the matter in their hands, What the out¬ 
come may be, it is not for us to say, though I am bound to warn the 
Council that there are reas(tns for apprehending that it may not be 
favourable. As we all know, there is at the pre.sent moment a com¬ 
mittee sitting in Simla to consider the pos.sibilitie.s of reduction in mili¬ 
tary expenditure, and as is also fairly common knowledge, regular 
cavalry units in the Indian as in the British Army are l)eing reduced in 
number; also as is well known, a cavalry unit is more expensive than 
an infantry regiment. Bearing these three facts in mind the prospects 
of this resolution lieing accepted by the Government of India are not 
hopeful. But, as T have sai<l, we will willingly communicate it 
to the Government of India leaving the decision with them. 

Babu NALINI NATH ROY: As this re.soluti«)n is merely a recom¬ 
mendation for a cavalry unit, we want that the recommendation be sent 
that the Bengal Council are willing to have a cavalry unit. That is 
all that T want. • 

The motion was put and ag'-eed ♦*>. 


Withdrawal of Resolutions. 

Mauivi AZAHARUDDIN AHME3 being absent, the following 
motions were deemed to have been withdrawn ;— 

Mauivi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: This Council recommends to 
the Government that immediate steps l>e taken to provide a steamer 
service from Barisal to Bagerhat via Perojpnr town.” 

Mauivi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: ** This Council recommends to 
the Government that instructions be issued authorising the Muham¬ 
madan Marriage Registrar, and not the Sub-Registnars, to register the 
Kabinnamn of Muhammadan marriages.” 


Adjournment. 

The Council was adjourned till 3 p.m., on Wednesday, the 13th July, 
192\, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Aot. 

Tub Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Wednesday, the 13th July, 1921, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

The Hon’hie the President, the Hon’hie the three Members of the 
Executive Council, the Hon’hie the three Ministers, and 91 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Government tobacco farm at Burirhat. 

•Lll. Babu JdGESH CHANDRA 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’hie 
the Minister in charge of the Deptirtment of Agriculture and Industries 
he pleased to state whether there is any proposal to extend the Govern¬ 
ment tobacco farm at Burirhat, and also to undertake the manufacture 
of cigars on a commercial scale ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE 
and INDUSTRIES (the Hon’blelhe Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur) ; It is not proposed to extend the Burirhat tobacco farm 
at present, or to mfanufacture cigars on a commercial scale. 

The object of the Department is to improve the yield and quality of 
tobacco grown in the tract by means of experiments and demonstrations 
with better varieties, manures, etc., and to carry out experiments with 
a view to improving the methods of curing and fermenting the leaf. A 
small class is being trained in the method of rolling cheroots, and these 
men when trained will be available for any private firm which may wi-h 
to take up cigar manufacture. It is also under the contemplation of 
Government to start a pioneer factory for the manufacture of cigars and 
cigarettes as a cottage industry. 

Accounts and Audit Reports of the Calcutta University. 

•Llll. Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to say 
whether the accounts of the Calcutta University are regularly audited by 
any agency on behalf of the Government, and, if so, are any reports sub¬ 
mitted to Government in respect of such audit f 
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(6) Do the Government forward s\ich audit Imports with their 
remarks, if any, to the University ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state up to what 
year such audit reports have been so forwarded to the University P 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state when such 
audit reports for the last three years were sent to the University, when 
replies, if any, from the University wore received, and what action, if 
any, was taken by the University on those reports? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Minister he pleased to lay on the table the 
last three audit reports? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter: (a) The meniher is referred to the reply 
given at tliis Council on the 8th instant to Itabu Ilem Chandra Nasker 
in answer to (h) of unstan'ed question No. 188. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) It appears from the pspers which have been received from the 
Calcutta University and the Accountant-General, Bengal, that the 
latest year for which an audit report is available is for 1918-19. 

(d) No audit reports for 1919-20 or 1920-21 appear to have been sent 
to the University. It appears that the Govorniiient of India sent to the 
Calcutta University the audit reports for 1917-18 ami 1918-19, with letters 
issued respectively in November, 1919, and December, 1920. The Uni¬ 
versity of Calcutta do not appear to have rejdied to thc.se communica¬ 
tions. 

(e) The audit re}K>rts for the years 1916-17, 1917-18 and 1918-19 aie 
laid on the library table. 


Docline in the population of Murshidabad. 

*LIV. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN BINHAi (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to state what is the figure of the recent census of 1921 
that represents a decline in the population of the district of Murshidabad 
as compared to the figure of the census before last, t.e., of 1911? 

(6) Does the figure correspond and tally with the figures as reported 
in the vital statistics of the district ? 

(c) What are the total number of deaths of the district during the last 
ten years from— 

(i) cholera, 

(u) infiuensa, 

^ ^(iu) small-poac, 

(tv) malarial fever, and 

(v) other diseases? 

(d) What is the proportion of 'deaths between males and females? 
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QUESTIONS. 


[13th Jm.!: 


(e) la it a fact that the people living further away inland from the 
river Bhagirathi are more immune from cholera than the people who live 
in near proximity to the river ? 

(/) Is the population in the jurisdiction of every thana in the district 
decreasing every year? Or are there any exceptions where deaths are 
normal and births exceed deaths? If so, what are the names of such 
thanas? 

(ff) Has the attention of the Hon’ble the Minister been drawn to the 
point that if the present state of deaths exceeding births continues to pre> 
vail, the district of Murshidabad will become depopulated within another 
100 years or before it ? 

(h) Has the attention of the Hon’ble the Minister been drawn to the 
fact that the district of Murshidabad is on the way to decay and decline? 

(i) If so, what steps, if any, are the Government taking to protect 
Murshidabad ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LQCAL SELF-GOV¬ 
ERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (al Accord¬ 
ing to the recent census figures, the population of the district of Murshi¬ 
dabad is 12,44,207. According to the »‘cnsus of 1011, the population of 
the district was 13,72,274. There has been therefore a decrease in the 
population by 1,28,067. 

(6) The answer i.s in the negative. It has to be remembered that the 
figures of migration have to be taken into account in making a compari¬ 
son between the census figures and the returns of births and deaths. For 
instance, the persona born in the district but enumerated outside it in 
1911 numbered 78,696. 

(c) and (d) A statement (No. 1). is laid on the table. Influenza 
figures were not shown separately in the returns of vital statistics, but 
those available for the year 1919-20 have been included in the statement. 

(c) Except in Berhampur which possesses water-works, the incidence 
of cholera in the riparian and non-riparian towns of the district is practi¬ 
cally the same. 

(/) The member is referred to the statement (No. 2) which is laid on 
the table. 

ig) and {h) I am not so pessimistic as to think that the population 
will be extinct within 100 years, and think that it is not safe to make such 
a deduction on the results of a single census. 1 may point out that the 
population in the Mui-shidabad district increased by 6*6 per cent between 
1891 and 1901, and by 3 per cent, between 1910 and 1911. 

(t) I have invited the^ District Board to hold a conference attended 
by leading men of the district to formulate a programme for the improve¬ 
ment of public health conditions and especially schemes of water-supply 
aifd anti-malarial operations. 



STATEMENT I 

Showing the total deaths from different diseases in the Murshidabad district during the year 1911 to 
1920^ referred to in the reply to starred questions Nos. LIV (c) and (d). 
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QUESTIONS. 

STATEMENT II 


[13th Jut.y 


Showing the total number of births and deaths in each thana of the Mur~ 
shidabad district during ea^h of the previous ten years (1911 — 1920) 
referred to in the reply to starred question No. LIV (/). 
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NAHKS OV TUAMAS. 
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1921.] QUESTIONS. 543 

Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table)t 

Ferry toll levied at Ranagram ghat in Kandi subdivision. 

235. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: Will the Hon'ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleaseil to 
state whether he is aware that the District Board of Murshidabad have 
been levying a ferry toll at Ranagram ghat, in the Kandi subdivision 
of the Murshidabad district, and that they have been collecting this 
toll for some time past from the i>eople in the dry season when the river¬ 
bed is completely dry? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC W0RK8 (the 
Hon’ble the Nawab 8aiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur); 

(a) Yes. 

(6) Yes, they collect toll only from those who use the temporsiry 
bridge in the dry season. 


Transfer of registration officers. 

236. Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF; (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Doi)artmpnt of Education be pleased to state— 

(t) what is generally the maximum periwl of time for which (tov- 
ernment officers are allowed to remain in the same station; 

(m) on what principle is the general transfer of the officers guided; 
and 

(m) is it a fact that officers in the Regislratio7i Department are 
generally allowed to remain in the same station for a much 
longer period, e.g., for eight years, than officers in the other 
departments ? 

(6) Are the Government considering the advisability of making the 
rules relating to the transfer of the officers in the Registration Depart¬ 
ment, the same as those of other departments ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: {a) (i) No maximum period is 
fixed as the time-limit was abolished by Government order No. 3983, 
dated the 24th July, 1912, of which a copy is laid on the table. 

(it) As in other departments, the transfer of registering officers is 
guided by the interests of the public service and the capacity of the 
officer to cope with the work entrusted to him. 

(iH) It is true that some officers in the Registration Department 
have been allowed to remain at one station for several years. Many 
reasons have contributed to this fact: the most important of them is 
that some of these officers, who entered the service under the old com¬ 
mission system, erected offices and quarters at their own cost. The 
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transfer of such an officei would mean not only>loss and harassment to 
him but also considerable exiieiiditure to Government in erecting a suit¬ 
able office. In some cases the transfer of such officers has been objected 
to by the District llegistrars, District Officers, and Commissioners of 
Divisions, on public grounds. The number of officers who have been at 
one station for eight years or more is 20 out of 4784' 

(6) The answer is in the negatiA'O. 


Copy of the Government order referred to in the answer to unstarred 

question No. 236 (a) (i). 

No. 3983, dated Calcutta, the 24th July, 1912. 

From—J. H. Kebr, Esq., c.i.s., i.o.s.. Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, General Department, 

To—The Inspector-General of Registration, Bengal. 

I am directed to address you on the subject of the transfer of officers of the Regis¬ 
tration Department. Under the orders contained in the Bengal Government’s 
letter No. 1654T.—U., dated the 12th October 1908, Sub-Registrars are ordinarily 
liable to transfer after being four years in one station, and District Sub-Registrars 
after tive years. No similar rules were in force in Eastern Bengal and Assam. 

2. 'I'lie Governor in Council has come to the conclusion that the Bengal rules 
are unduly rigid, and that it is advisable to leave more discretion in the matter 
to District Registrars and the head of the department. At the same time exper¬ 
ience has shown that mischief hot infrequently occurs from Sub-Registrars being 
left too long in one place, and becoming involved in local intrigues and politics. 
His Excellency in Council desires, therefore, that special attention should be 
paid to the matter during inspection of Sub-Registry offices and that inquiries 
should be made when facts are brought to the notice of an Inspecting Officer, 
indicating the desirability of transferring a Sub-Registrar who has been for a 
considerable time in one place. The Bengal rules on the subject will accordingly 
be cancelled, and the note annexed should be inserted in the Inspection Report 
Form. The term “Inspecting Officer" includes the Inspector-General, the Ins¬ 
pectors of the department and District Registrars, but not District Sub-Regis¬ 
trars, unless such officers are specially' required by the District Befjistrars to 
make inquiries in such matters. 

3. Except in urgent cases, and under the special orders of Government, Dis¬ 
trict Registrars should always be consulted in regard to proposed transfers affecting 
their districts. Their views should be submitted together with your pfoposals for 
the orders of Government. 


Note to be inserted in ‘paragraph B at the end of the Inspection Report 
Form, mentioned in paragretph 2 of the Government order No. 3983 of 
the 24th July, 1912, referred to in the reply to unstarred question 
No. 236 (a) (i). 

B. (Any special or confidential remark in favour of or against Sub-Registrar to 
be inserted here.) If, during the visit of the Inflecting Officer, anything has been 
brouf^t to his notice, which leads him to believe that the relations of the Sub-Regis¬ 
trar with the local public or other circumstance make it desirable that he should be 
transferred, the fact should be stated here with the reasons. It is not intended 
that inquiries on this subject should be of an inquisitorial nature, the object being 
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simply to bring to the notice of the authorities any reasons which may be found for 
moving an officer who has b^n for a considerable time In one place. As a rule, 
no.action need be taken on anonymous complaints. 


Tea garden coolies at Chandpur. 

^7. Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’blu the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on the 
table the correspondence that has passed between the Government and 
the local authorities at Chandpnr nod otliers regarding the repatriation of 
the coolies at ChandxmrP 

(5) What i.s the average cost of repatriating a coolie from Chandi)Ur? 

(c) W’hat is the number of coolies that have been repatriated at 
Government expense, and the cost Ihoreof? 

(d) What is the number of coolies awaiting repatriation at Chand¬ 
pur at present ? 

(e) Will the Government also be pleased to state the expenses 
incurred by them in affording medical aid to, and the distribution of food 
amongst, the stranded coolies at Chandpur? 

(/) Will the Hon’hle the Member he plea.sed to lay on the table a 
tabular statement showing the following details:— 

(i) the names ot the tea gardens affected by the coolie strike; 

(ii) the managing agents of the above; 

(m) the number of coolies (men, women and children separately) 
employed at each garden; 

(iv) the number of those (men, women and children seixirutely) 

that have left employment owing to the migration of the 
coolies from the gai-dens; 

(v) the percentage of those that have migrated to the total number 

employed; 

(vi) the scale of pay given at the different gardens to the coolies 

(men, women and children separately); 

(vii) the causes attributed to the strike by the planters; and 

(viii) the causes attributed to the strike by the coolies? . 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Henrjf Wheeler): («) Government are not prepan*d to lay any cor¬ 
respondence on the table. 

(b) Owing to tbe widely varying destinations of the coolies, no aver¬ 
age figure can be quoted. 

(c) The following is the information on record (the figures may be 


taken as approximate):— 

From Chandpur to Ooalundo ... ... 1,016 

From Ooalundo to Naihati ... ... 1,850 

From Naihati to Asansol ... ... 1,463 

From Asansol onwards ... ... 498 
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These figures include children. The cost incurred lor lares in anti¬ 
cipation of Government sanction was Rs. 9,180-2. 

(d) Exact “figures are not available, but the number is confined to a 
few sick under treatment. 

(e) Up to date, accounts show the figure for medical aid to be 
Us. 3,858-7, but all bills have not yet been presented for payment. In 
addition to this are the salary and travelling allowance bills of the Gov¬ 
ernment and District Board officers employed there. No expenditure was 
incurred foi“ food distribution at Chandpur. 

(/) The Government of' Bengal is unable to give the information 
asked for. The gardens are in Assam and the question is one for the 
Government of that province. 


Number of patients treated in charitable dispensaries and 

Government grant. 

238. Babu BROilENDRA KI8HOR RAY CHAUDHURI: 

(a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local 
Self-Government be pleased to make a statement showing the average 
number of patients treated in the charitable dispensaries and hospitals 
in the Presidency during the triennial period 1912-13 to 1914-15 and 
also during the last triennial period ? 

(5) What has been the average cost of medicines for these two trien¬ 
nial periods per patient in these hospitals and dispensaries? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government have any approximate idea of the rise in prices of medi¬ 
cines during the last triennial period over those of the triennial period 
1912-13 to 1914-15? 

(d) If the answer is in the affirmative, has this rise in prices of medi¬ 
cines been taken into consideration in making grants for medicines to 
the charitable hospitals and dispensaries in the Presidency ? 

The Hon'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The aver¬ 
age numbers were;—62,09,654 in the triennium 1914-16, and 
70,84,588 in the triennium 1917-19. 

(b) Government regret that owing to the variety of classes of hospi¬ 
tals and dispensaries and to the varying periods foir which patients were 
under ti-eatmont, no average figure can be given which would be 
reliable. 

(c) The price of medicines has risen greatly, but there are 457 
different kinds of medicine on the list, and there have been fluctuations 
of prices, so that it would involve an undue expenditure of time and 
labour to work out statistics. 

(d) Separate allotments are made for medicines in Government 
institutions, but no separate grants are made on this account to other 
hospitals and dispensaries. 
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Water-works scheme for the Gomilla municipality* 

238. Mr. K. Q. M. FAROQUI: (a) Will the Hon'ble the Minwter 
in charge of the Tlepartinent of Tiocal Self-Government be pleased to 
state what action has been taken to expedite the water-works of the 
Comllla municipality ? 

(6) When is it estimated that the scheme will materialise and the 
work is likely to be taken up? 

The Hon'ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The work 
of preparing plans and estimates for this scheme has been exi)edited a.H 
much as possible, but the staff of the Chief Engineer, Public Health 
Department, has been very busy during the past two mouths on a 
number of schemes. 

(6) The scheme will be ready for despatch to the local authority in 
about four or five w-eeks’ time. If it is submitted to Government at once 
for final sanction, construction should In* commenced before the end of 
the vcar. 


Pay of oompounders. 

240. Babu IN DU BHU8HAN DUTtX: (a) Is the Hon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Locnl Self-Government aw'are 
that there is considerable discontent among the comixmnders employwl 
in classes I, II and III dispensaries with regard to— 

(i) the recently revised scale of pay sanctioned for them, viz., 
Its. 20—1—30; and 
(it) the manner of its application, 

as they regard the former as inadequate, and the latter as unsatisfac¬ 
tory? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister au'are that the present method of 
application of the revised scale of pay of the compounders has placed 
the senior compounders in practically the same position as the com¬ 
pounders junior in service? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of introducing 
a rule to the effect that the revised scale of pay may 1x5 calculated from 
the beginning of the service of each compounder? 

(d) Is it a fact that the pay of the compounders in the Eastern 
Bengal Railway has recently been increased to Rs. 30—2—40 in the 
junior grade and to Rs. 46—6—65 in the senior grade P 

(e) Are the Government considering the advisability of raising the 
pay, of the compounders in classes I, II and III dispensaries to the same 
scale? If not, why not? 

(/) Is it the intention of Government to take steps to give the com¬ 
pounders a better training with a view to qualify them to practise as 
medical practitioners in rural areas? 
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The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEAs (a) The 

answer.is in the affirmative.,, 

(6) and (c) Government haye, decided that all compounders employed 
under Government in class I and class II hospitals and dispensaries 
will be permitted to count their previous services towards increment of 
pity nnder the revised scale. 

(rf) The answer is in the affirmative, except that the scale in the 
higher grade has been fixed at Rs. 45—4—65 and not Bs. 45—5 — 65. 

(,e) The qiiestion will be taken into consideration as regards com¬ 
pounders in plass* I and II, dispensaries. As for class III, Government 
have been advised that .they have no, power to fix the rates of pay of the 
compounders employed under local bodies, and the orders fixing the pay 
of these officers will be cancelled. 

(/) The answer is. in. the negative. Compounders cannot be trained 
to become medical practitioners except by going through the ordinary 
medical curriculum. 

Stoppage of subsidy to ilessore-Jhenida Railway. 

241. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Minis¬ 
ter ip charge o£. the Department of Local Self-Government aware that 
the. District Board, Jessore, is contemplating adopting a resolution for 
the stoppage of its subsidy to the Jessore-Jhenida Railway? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the result of this will be 
that the line will have to be stopped ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that this has caused a panic 
among the people of the Jhenida, Sadar and Magura subdivisions? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of ascertaining 
the real facts and of taking steps for the continuance of the railway ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a), (b) and (c) 

Government have no information. 

(d) An inquiry will be made from the District Board. 

Appeals In certain districts. 

242. MaulviRAFI UDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to s^te— 

(i) in which of the districts in Bengal the system of postponing civil 
appeals sine die and hearing them de die in diem is prevalent; 
and 

(tt) the names of the Judges who introduced the system in those 
districts? 

MEMBER in charge of dUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tha HCn’bIc 
Sir ABD*UR*RAHIM): (t) and (tQ Inquiry has been made, but the 
information required is not available. 
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Supply of ilrfnkiiig witor to villagon in BaMtura. 

24& BalM RI8HIKDRA HATH SARKARs («) Has the Hon’ble 
the Ifinister in charge of the Deimrtment of Local SelLGoTernment got 
any information as to the number of inhabited villages in the district 
of Bankuni which have not any or a very insufficient local supply of satis¬ 
factory drinking water for men and caftleP 

(6) If not, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether 
any such statistics Are being gathered or will be gathered during the 
present settlemei^ operations P 

Tho HoifblO Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (o) The answer 
is in the negative. 

(6) The Director of Land Records reports that registers, with maps 
to illustrate them, are being prepared for every village in the district of 
Bankura, showing the sources of water-supply, their adequacy and 
condition. 

Birth-rate and death-rate in insanitary police-stationa 

In VIshnupur. 

244a Babu RI8HINORA NATH 8ARKARa (a) Has the attention 
of the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of T<ocal 
Self-Government been drawn to the fact that the death-rate exceeds the 
birth-rate, during the last 20 years, in the jurisdic.tion of some of the 
police-stations, particularly that of Indas and Patragire, within the 
Vishnupur subdivision of the district of Bankura P 

(b) If so, what are the causes for this decline, and what steps are being 
taken to prevent the abnormal death-rate P 

(c) Is it a fact that large tracts of land within the jurisdiction of the 
police-stations of Indas and Patrasire have become water-logged P 

(d) If so, what are the causes, and what steps are being taken to 
properly drain the area P 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENORA NATH BANERdEAs (a) A state¬ 
ment showing the bbrth-rate and death-rate in each thana of the Vishnu¬ 
pur subdivision lor the last 20 years is laid on the table. ^ 

i 

(b) An analysis of the results of the census from 1901 to 1911 will be 
found^iq,.paragraph 203 (page 85) of Part I of the Census Report for 
Bengal, Bihar ar^ Orissa and Sikkim. The results of the census of 1921 
will be ^dealt with in course by the Census Superintendent in his 
oebsus import. As i^iards the public health measures being ^ken in 
ihi^^bclirinon, the member is referred to the reply given in answer to 
pnsterred question No. 2 at the meeting held on l^th Eebruary, 1921, 
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(c) and (d) The foilowmg account £9 given in the (District Oasetteer:— 

Malarial ferers are found chiefly in the eastern thanas of Indas and Kotalpur, 
which adjoin the district of Burdwan. In these tracts the soil is alluvial, the 
country is flat and badly drained, and there are numerous filthy tanks, some of 
which were originally excavated from motives of piety, but have been neglected' 
owing to the difficulties incidental to divided ownership, while others are used 
for the purpose of irrigation in seasofli^f drought. Anopheles mosquitoes, which 
transmit malaria, breed in the stagnant water of many of these tanks and also in 
the rice-fields which are likewise responsible for the propagation .of midaria. 

The District Board has been invited to hold a conference with the lead¬ 
ing men of the district to formulate schemes of watei^supply and anti- 
malarial operations. 



Statement referred to in tfie reply to umtarred question No. 244 (a). 
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insanitary condition of Swampore ** khal.** 

245. Babu 8ATISH CHANDRA MUKHERJIS (a) Is the Hon'ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware 
that there is a Government property called Serampore khal, situated in 
the town of Serampore, in the district of Hooghly, which is iii an 
extremely insanitary condition and is injuriously affecting the health of 
the major portion of Serampore town? 

(6) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to say whether the 
Government are considering the de.sirubility of taking early steps to 
remedy the insanitary condition of the said khal f 

The Hon’hle Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) It is reported 
that the portion of the khal situated within the town is considered 
insanitary. 

(5) The Director of Public Health has been asked to inquire into the 
matter. 


Statement referred to in the answer given by the Ilon'bte the Mahara- 
J'jdhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan in regard to part of umtarred 
question No. 146 asked by Rai Sahib Nilmani Ghatak at the meeting 
of the Council held on the Ist April, 1921. 


Nama ol eatate. P«rioil. Nnmbar ot oertlflcAton 

iwnn]. 

1, Patesinirh estate (of.the Nawab Bahadur of Mur'<hida- 

Ud) ... ... ... ... 4.094 

1919- 20 1,006 

1920- 21 2,037 

(up to 
Feb. 1921). 


Total ... 7,137 


2. Malhurapur estate (of the Mathiirapur Zemindary 
Co., Ltd.) 


1-4-1920 


(to end of 
Feb. 1921). 


1,566 


3. ' Poar'annaa share of the Bho^vaV estate belonging to 
Srimati Ansnda Kumari Debi 


7-4-1920 
(to end of 
Fab. 1921). 


i»703(a) 


(a)l-u«lJolBMyfo»^teura«»Mdtwriwaniwe«r«^tl»»^^ 

naivim M wrtWbatw Untd KpswWr for tha four annas dura. 
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Resolutions 

(under the rules for the disoussion of nmtters of gMeral puMio interest). 

Board of Education. 

Rai aOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: ‘‘This Council 
recommends to the Government that the recommendations of the Univer¬ 
sity Commission as' to the formation of a Board of Education for the 
superintendence of secondary schools be carried out without delay, and 
tlve management of all secondary schools, Government, aided and unaid¬ 
ed, be placed under tlieir charge, and an adequate grant be made by the 
Government and placed at the disposal of such Board for carrying on 
the above schools, and that, if necessary, legislation be undertaken for 
carrying out the above object.” 

The matter before you is very important. I should have liked to let 
things go on as now in matters of education, but 1 am afraid, indeed 
very much afraid, to take it out of the hands of the English education¬ 
ists. But the Government has placed it in our hands and we must take 
the responsibility. We shall exercise that responsibility with care and 
discretion so that the ideals of Western culture which have made us what 
w'e are may riot bo impaired. Sir, we speak much of national educa¬ 
tion. 1 do not understand what it means. 1 do not recognise two 
standards in education. There are not two kinds of Mathematics, or 
two kinds of Science, or two kinds of Psychology. They are the same 
in all countries and among all nations. Of course there are two kinds 
of Education—the one progressive, and the other ancient, non-progres¬ 
sive and stagnant. There is the modern Chemistry and there is the 
ancient Alchemy. There are the glories of modern Astronomy and 
the mists of ancient Astrology. I prefer the former. I shall be no 
party to going back. Therefore, Sir, I do not recognise two standards 
of education. There is only one standard and that is what leads to the 
domain of truth and to progress and that is what is meant by education. 
For that there arp no two standards. The only question’is that of con¬ 
trol. But in saying all this I must also say that the cry of national 
education has become ^ery clamant, so clamant that we must give way 
to it. Our boys and young men are being fallen away from our schools 
to so-called national institutions and they are ruining their young lives 
in a false sense of patriotism. 1 know thousands of young men, f>atTiotic 
and generous, who wasted their young lives over national education in 
1906. The old cry has again been raised this year with disastrous results. 
Therefore, Sir, we must make our education national, i.e., 
under the control of the nation, and have it supported'by the Govern¬ 
ment. My proposal before you is to make secondary education national, 
that is to say, to have it controlled by the representatives of the people. 
They shall decide what education is needed and howio impair it to 
their children. If that is done, our schools will he the only'national 
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schools, and others can never be recognised by anybody as national in 
any sense of the term. That is my idea. Therefore, 1 propose to make 
secondary education for the present national, and I propose a National 
Board to take charge of it. The University Commission have recommend¬ 
ed it. 1 do not quite agree with all its recommendations. I would pro¬ 
pose that this Board should consist of fifty men representing all the dis¬ 
tricts and all sections of the community—Hindus, Muhammadans, Christ¬ 
ians, Anglo-Indians and the depressed classes; but I would have half 
the numW elected by the graduates of this country. They know the 
benefits of Western education. They should control our system of educa¬ 
tion. I should also have one-eighth of the members Englishmen nomi¬ 
nated by the Government. I would further have half of the higher 
inspecting staff English educationists. This is my proposal. You need 
not take it, the Government need not accept it. The Government should 
certainly frame the constitution. I leave it to them. All that I desire 
is that it should be made representative and national, and 1 would recom¬ 
mend that the Minister in charge should have the constitution approved 
by this Council. The main idea should never be forgotten that it should 
be a National Board of Education. Sir, money also should be placed in 
the bands of this Board to carry on the schools, Government, aided or 
unaided. I am not now speaking of the intermediate colleges nor am I 
considering or contemplating the abolition of the Matriculation Exami¬ 
nation. Those are beside the question. First let us have the Board 
and a Natoinal Board and let them decide. 

Sir, there is another matter. This resolution before you was drafted 
by some of the Secrefaries of the Teachers’ Association and placed in my 
hands. Sir, the lot of teachers in Government, aided and unaided 
schools is very miserable. Graduates among them are in no way inferior 
to any one of us here, but they to whom we entrust the education of 
our children work all their lives sometimes on less than JBs. 40 a month, 
and that without a pension in their miserable old age. Sir, ** passing 
ridh on forty pounds a year ** is a thing no longer possible. The present 
stat^ of things cannot continue any longer and must be remedied. The 
teachers of schools, aided and unaided, must be taken in hand and that 
at once. Their salaries should be made adequate and graded, and they 
should be provided with a pension in their old age. Sir, that is my idea. 
The details should be settled by the Board when formed. I would leave 
the details and the constitution of the Board to be settled, in the first 
instance, by the Government and the Minister in charge of Education. 
I dd npt think, Sir, that this resolution, if carried, would require legist 
lation to give effect to it. I do not think it necesshry. So far as the 
Government schools are concerned or the Government aided schools are 
concerned, they cannot but place themselves under the Board, and 
according to my proposal every unaided school should receive grants 
and if they do receive grants they would be only glad to place the^« 
selves under the Board. Therefore, we can do without any legislatioB, 
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but if legislation is at all necessary, let us have it by all means. Sir, 
this idea of a Board for secondary ^hools is not mine. It is the outcome 
of the deliberation of the University Commission. The Commission say^— 

. . Most of the high English schools are under^equipped and are conducted 
by underpaid and for the most part an lutrained staff. 

It is admitted on all hands that this state of things must be 
remedied. 

Next comes the question of finance. It is not generally appreciated 
that out of the profits of the secondary schools the colleges and the 
I'niversity are mainly maintained. The difficulty will be with these 
colleges and the University. We cannot ignore that fact. The Univer¬ 
sity authorities wrote to the Government of India some time ago to 
appoint a committee for examining the financial situation. The Govern¬ 
ment of India ignored it. The matter was brought unofficially to the 
notice of the Secretary of State, who asked for an explanation. The 
Government did nothing, but washed its hands of this University and 
throw the burden upon us. Not content with that they provided us with 
a white elephant, namely, the Dacca University, which is considered by 
my Muhammadan friends as a special gift for them, though for what 
reasons I do not know, for they have very few Muhammadan students 
there. 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda): 

That does not arise in the present question. It will only lengthen the 
debate if you raise such a point. 

Rai JOOENORA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I will not lengthen 
the debate. I was only going to say that they have got very few 
students there. 

Sir, it is therefore of the utmost importance to this GouncO that the 
Education Minister should at once appoint a committee to consider the 
financial situation. We cannot, we shall not, and we will not in any 
way do anything by which the efficiency of the University and of our 
colleges may be impaired. All schemes requiring money for education 
should wait till we know whether we can maintain our colleges and the 
University. No further expenditure should be incurred before tihat. 
This matter of a Board for secondary education, however, does not depend 
upon that question. That has been recommended by the University 
Commission. So let us have this Board. All that we desire-is that we 
shall make a beginning of national education. We shall make this 
Board thoroughly r^reseutative and national. 

With these, words, 1 place this resolution .for the consideration of- 
Ciis Council. I inust say 1 do so with grt^t trepidation of heart;, X do 
not know where'this revolutionary change, woul^ lead us to. But. Wu 
.ca^ot help, ih - This re^nsibility has heen . thrown us .imd tre 
accept it," /' 
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Th0 PRWIDEMTs Before I call upon Babu Surendra Nath MuUick 
to speak, may I eujfgpest that his amendment take the followings form: 
that after the words ** secondary schools ** the words “ gsoneral and voca¬ 
tional ” be added and after the words “ without delay '* the words 
“ that the said Board be so constituted as to be representative of the 
vfirious interests concerned, etc., etc." be added. 

Tho Hoil*bl0 Mfi P. Cl MITTERs There is this difference. .The 
Rai Bahadur’s resolution suggests the formation of a Board on tho lines 
of the University Commissions, while Babu Surendra Nath Mullick’s 
report is of a different character. That is the difficulty. 

R&i dOGENDRA CHUNDER GHOSE Bahadurs But I do not base 
my resolution on the recommendations of the Univer.sity Commission. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTERs In that case I shall have no 
objection to the suggested alteration in the amendment. 


Babu SURENDRA NATH MULLICKs I may say at once that 
I entirely agree with the principle of the liai Bahadur’s resolution. 
My amendment is in fact meant to render possible the speedier carry¬ 
ing out the resolution. As to the merits of the proposal, there can be 
no two opinions. In 1918 the Calcutta University Commission pro¬ 
posed the establishment of such a Board: there were then only 70U 
schools in Bengal, the number has since gone up to 900. Vocational 
education was then not so much in demand, but now on all sides there 
is a persistent cry for it. If secondary education is to be properly 
attended to, there must be a new central authority which will make 
it its sole business to look after it. The University Commission report 
says;— 

The felling springs from a conviction or it might be truer to saj from an in* 
stinot, that education shonld not be controlled in all its vital issues by a bureaucracy, 
however competent and disinterested, acting in name of tlie Government. State 
itnrfcion State snpervimon are necessary as factors in educational polity, but they 
leave a wide margin for the exercise of free-initiative even at the cost of what may 
seem to he waste of energy and some disregard of the intellectual standards accept¬ 
ed as authoritative Iqr the expert opinion of the time. 

What is the system ? Schools are liow under the divided juris¬ 

diction of the University and the Department of Public Instruction. 
Thfr«in$pection of the schools is done by the Department, the University 
has no*agency of its own for the purpose. Grants in aid are also given, 
if at all, by the Department, and not by the University, which has no 
funds to gpare for the purpose. What the University does is to grant 
or to withhold recognition on the basis of the reports of the .Qovem- 
mint'in^^ors. Cases of conflict between the two authorities are hot 
tW in^neeivable/ Tbe University also holds the Matriculation 
Thul of course is a very important business from the 
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University point of view, bocause it brings eonsiderabls profit to the 
University. The University makes a profit out of the Matriculatiop 
in two ways: first, out of the examination fees two«thirds of its total, 
about Bs. 1,60,000, and then, out of the registration fees, Bs. 40,000 at 
Hs. 2 , which the University realises from the students on their passing 
the Matriculation. Can there be any doubt that the University by ' 
following such commercial methods can end only in lowering standards 
and adulterating the whole system of secondary education? The results 
of the Matriculation Examination show this. Almost 95 per cent, of 
candidates are passed—most of them in the first division, less in the 
second, and almost none in the third. It comes to this, therefore, that a 
boy cannot pass in the third division unless he has made a special 
application for that distinction. The University maintains its connec¬ 
tion with the schools and will continue to be anxious to maintain its 
connection with schools, mainly because of the grist which schools 
bring to the post-graduate mills. It has absolutely no desire to 
improve the quality or the standard. Recently it has advertised its 
intention to take up vocational education, but if you look at the matter 
closely, you will find that there is not much in it. Sir, it is certain 
that if our schools are to be improved, and if secondary education is 
to be bettered and properly looked after, the sooner they are rescued 
from the paralysing clutches of the University, the better. The Univer¬ 
sity Commission had remarked at page 31 of Volume IV of their Report 
that to transfer the control of schools to the Department of Public 
Instruction would be a reactionary measure, a menace to educational 
freedom,” but whether that would be so or not, this much is certain, 
that to place them under the jurisdiction of the University would be 
most undesirable and a positive mistake. Let us by all means have 
a new central authority on a democratic basis, which will be represen¬ 
tative of public opinion and which will take due note of the various 
needs and requirements of the community in the matter of secondary 
education. Let us have by aU means a clean, healthy body, where 
business will be transacted with honesty and impartiality, which will 
inspire public confidence, which will work with the sole ftim and 
object of improving standards and bettering the quality of education, 
and which will not convert the Matriculation Examination into only a 
money-grinding machine. Let us have a body which wiU really look 
after and promote vocational education and would really enable our 
young men to earn their livelihood in a respectable and independent 
way. 

Sir, it is because I am anxious that this much-needed reform, should 
come about as soon as possible, that I have ventured to bring forward 
my amendment. May I just explain in a few words-my reasons P. In. 
the first place, you will observe that the amendment omits all reference 
to "the Calcutta University Commission., This d<^ not in ti piT* I am 



BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


55d 


1921.] 

opposed to their recommendations; in fact, I am prepared to go very 
much farther than they have done. But yop will find that under the 
proposals of the Comipission the Secondary Board is to include not 
merely schools, hut also intermediate colleges, which are at present 
under the University. That would certainly be a very desirable thing, 
but aSi the Commission point out, if their scheme regarding intermediate 
colleges is to be given effect to, it will require an expenditure of a huge 
sum of money somewhere to the tune of a capital expenditure of Rs. 60 
lakhs and a recurring expenditure of 16 lakhs a year. Let us hope the 
Government of India will give us funds by giving us the tax on jute, but, 
Sir, I am anxious that something should be dune at once for putting 
secondary education on a proper basis, and 1 am not prepared to wait 
till it is possible for us to have sufficient funds to include intermediate 
colleges as well under the new authority. Let us make a start with 
the schools; we can bring in the intermediate colleges later, when 
possible. This will also mean a less violent wrench from the Univer¬ 
sity during the transitional period. As we all know, as matters stand 
at present, the University exercises some sort, of control over the inter¬ 
mediate colleges, but so far as schools are concerned, its connection 
with them is little more than that of the milkman to the cow. Let 
us see what is the present machinery. The University does not po8ses.s 
any agency of its own for inspection of the schools. It has to 
rely on the reports of the Government inspecting staff. Those reports 
come to the Syndicate for final orders. The Syndicate consists of 
sixteen or seventeen members in name, but a.s Sir Rash Behary Ghose 
once said, in speaking of the Calcutta University Syndicate, the singu¬ 
lar number would be more appropriate than the plural. Sir, it is 
because I am anxious that our schools should be rescued at the earliest 
moment from the grasp of the dead hand which is now on their throats 
that I want the Secondary Board to be established at once, without 
waiting for the time when we may find it possible to carry out the 
recommendations of the Commission in their entirety for including 
intermediate colleges also within the scope of this new organisation. 
And that is why I have deleted the reference to the Commission. 
That is also the reason why I have loft out all reference to the question 
of the Government making a grant to the Board. Such a grant would 
be certainly required, if intermediate colleges were to come under the 
Board at once; money will also be necessary for the schools, but not 
quite to that extent. The income which the Board will derive from the 
examination fees will in itself be enough to make a start with, and the 
Bo^rd will also get the whole of the inspecting agency which the 
DepaKment has now to maintain for secondary schools on behalf of 
the University. I hope it will be clear now that my amendment has 
been.fraified with the sole object of helping in a speedier carrying out ‘ 
of -^e Rai Bahadur's resolution, not in any way to whittle it down or 
take awlay any of its essential features. 
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In my amendment I have added a few words abont the oonstitutioa 
of the new Board. 1 hops there will be no objection to this. In this 
matter, I should really go much further than the Commission. I have 
not gone into details, but left it elastic, just because I want absolute 
freedom to be left to us in settling the constitution later. I say what¬ 
ever the constitution which may be ultimately decided on, it should 
have on it a full and fair representation of Muslim opinion and import¬ 
ant minority interests, and also of the new and growing needs of the 
community for vocational education. 

Sir, I have been asked by some of my friends as to what would be 
the financial position of the University so far as the post-graduate 
work is concerned if the Matriculation Examination fees are taken 
away from it. To that my> answer is that with the present grant of 
Rs. 1,28,000 and with another adequate compensation for loss of fees, 
which we legitimately expect from the Hon’ble Minister of Education, 
the University ought to be able to carry, on its post-graduate work if 
it finds its way to stop unnecessary and unjustifiable expenditure. 

Then, again, my friends are anxious to know what should be the 
programme of the Board so far as school curricula are concerned. I 
need hardly tell them that this is a matter of detail which ought to be 
loft to the Board. The University and the Board will be able to settle 
it very easily only if they choose to co-operate with each other. 

In conclusion, I beg to say that for no reason whatsoever should we 
postpone this reform. The University Commission have said so in 
explicit terms. There is no need for wasting precious time for the 
Calcutta University Act—as the Commission in Volume IV, Page 44 
have said (I beg to quote the same)— 

There would be no objection to the estabUshmeut of the Board as soon as tiie 
University of Dacca is founded but before the reconstruction of the University 
of Calcutta is taken in hand. Indeed, so far as Calcutta is concerned, there would 
be many advantages in thus approaching the problem. 

This authoritative pronouncement must be accepted ^as a complete 
settler and no less a distinguished educationist than the .Hon'ble the 
Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University is one of the authors of 
this pronouncement. 

Babu 8UREN0RA NATH RAY* The present resolution is not a 
new resolution before the Bengal Legislative Council, but it is an old 
resolution in a new garb. It was in the year 1913 that I gave notice 
of a resolution in the Council for the establishment of a Board of Educa¬ 
tion for the purpose of administering the primary and secondary educa¬ 
tion of this province. At a conference in. which the then Member in 
charge of the Education Department, Mr. Lyon, the EduoaUon Secre¬ 
tary, Mr. Samman, and the Director of Public Lmimetion, Mr. Hcrhfdl; 
and myself were present, it was decided that I should, as a Brat sl^^ 
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inoye for an advisory and not an administrative Board. 1 had to sub¬ 
mit to their advice. I received a letter, however, from Glovernment a 
few days afterwards that my resolution, though so modified, would be 
opposed; Out of sheer disgust I had to withdraw it at the time. 

In September, 1917, I however moved a resolution in the Couuoil 
for the appointment of an advisory Board, i.e., of a Board consisting of 
of&cial and non-official members, for the purpose of advising Govern¬ 
ment in matters connected with primary and secondary education in the 
Presidency. It was a very modest proposal, but the Council rejected 
it at the time. On the one hand there was opposition from my Moslem 
friends, who feared that Moslem interests might not be effectively 
represented on such a Board, and on the other hand there was opposi¬ 
tion from Government, who thought that the resolution was vague and 
impracticable. Since 1917 much water has flowed under the Tlooghly 
bridge, and the angle of vision has materially changed. The Calcutta 
University Commission was appointed, and after the most exhaustive 
study of educational conditions in Bengal that has been ever under¬ 
taken, they made their recommendations. One of such recommendations 
on which they laid the utmost emphasis was the establishment of a 
Board for the control and supervision of secondary education, lower 
and higher. And what were the powers with which they proposed to 
vest this new'authority P Not merely advisory, but with full executive 
powers, subject to practically no check by the Government. It was 
felt that if University reform was to be a reality, it must be based on 
a sound basis of secondary education, and if secondary .education was 
to be bettered, the only way of achieving that purpose was by a new 
organization which would make that its sole and exclusive concern. 
The arrangement which the Calcutta University Commission found, 
uuder which the University and the Department of Public Instruction 
claimed divided jurisdiction over schools, with possibilities of constant 
friction between them, was condemned in unequivocal terms. The 
alternative of entrusting the care of secondary education either to the 
University or to the Department of Public Instruction wholly was also 
considered and rejected. As regards the University, it was clear that 
secondary education did not come within the legitimate scope of its 
jurisdiction: besides, the University would have enough to do with its 
' own proper work. And as regards the Department of Public Instruc¬ 
tion, the Commission made no secret of their conviction. that to trans¬ 
fer secon^ry education to tiie Department would be regarded as a 
reactionary measure and as a menace to educational freedom,^ The 
Commission was emphatic that if secondary education was to be 
rescued from the condition of anmmia from which it was suffering, the 
finit step that had to be taken, and taken at once, was to set up a 
for the purpose, ** in whose expert knowledge, judgment and • 
impartiality confidence may be reposed.” So keen indeed were they 
on the establishment of such a Board that they declared (page 44 
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Volume IV) that ** there would be no objection to the establishment 
of the Board as soon as the TTniyersity of Dacca is founded, but before 
the reconstruction of the Uhiversity of Calcutta is taken in hand." 
And I venture to think, Sir, that the Commission were absolutely right 
in the view they took, both as to the necessity of a Secondary Board 
and as to the urgency of setting it up even before the reQonstruction 
of Calcutta University is taken up. 

Conditions have materially changed since the Report of the Com¬ 
mission was published, and they serve merely to emphasise the desira¬ 
bility of moving in the matter at once. The existing system cannot 
be suffered to continue any longer without serious prejudice to the 
cause of secondary ducation. The University has so far done nothing 
to improve secondary education in Bengal. Of late the policy of the 
Universiy towards schools has rather been a commercial policy. The 
University has of late been trying to gain popularity by preparing 
schemes of vocational and scientific studies. 

' Sir, in a matter like this which affects vital issues, we ought not 
to take risks: we do not want that the cause of ordinary vocational 
education should be taken up by the University. 

The University ought to have higher ends in view. I have no objec¬ 
tion if the University were to open a Technological College and con¬ 
fer degrees on higher Technology. It ought to rest itself satisfied 
with the higher education of the province. 

There can be no question that the only way to put the present state 
of things on a better footing lies in the direction indicated by the 
Calcutta University Commission. Let a Secondary Board be set up at 
once, and the control of all secondary schools in Bengal transferred to it. 
For this I have been fighting for the last nine years. Do not wait 
for the establishment of the new Intermediate Colleges proposed by 
the Commission: when they come, if they come at all, they may be 
easily placed then under the Board. Let the Board set to work with 
the schools: let it .take up vocational education seriously and honestly, 
along with general education, and I am sure all will be well. Let 
not financial considerations deter us. The new Board will raise enough 
money from examination fees, and it will also get the advantage of the 
inspecting staffs maintained by the Department. More money will be 
required no doubt, but if you do your work properly, there will, be no 
difficulty about it. As to the constitution of the Board, I agree, that 
it should be thoroughly representative, and I want Muhammadan inter¬ 
ests to be fully and adequately repfesented on it along with others. 

I therefore fully support Babu Surendra Nath Mullick^s amend¬ 
ment. I believe there is no difference iu suhitance between Eai 
Bahadur C. Ohose’s resolution and the amendment. II you aeois^ 
the amendment, the objects which the Bui Bahadur has in view 
all the sooner realised. ; . 
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There is just one warning I should give. In deciding this question, 
let us not be away by false issues, but let us decide the question 
on its own merits. We want secondary education: we want more of it 
and of better quality. How is that best attained P If you are con¬ 
vinced that a Secondary Board -is the only right remedy, I say, you are 
bound to vote for it. As to how the taking away of schools from the 
jurisdiction of the University will affect their finances, that is a differ¬ 
ent matter and may be considered separately. None of us are anxious 
to kill the University. But, unfortunately, both the Government and 
the University have so far failed to do much to further the cause 
of secondary education in the province. Grants in aid to secondary 
schools, curriculum of studies in those schools, text-books in those 
schools, female education, industrial or vocational education of the 
province, consideration of the grievances of the educational staff arc 
some of the most important questions which require a permanent 
Board for their consideration. The Government, if I am right, do not 
contribute even 20 per cent, of the entire cost of secondary education 
of the province, whereas the University, which is itself in a state of 
bankruptcy, can contribute nothing. The people of the province con¬ 
tribute about 80 per cent, of the cost of secondary education and they 
have absolutely no voice in the educational affairs of the country. It 
is time that such a state of things should be mended and that at once. 

The PRESIDENT: Before the discussion proceeds further I wish to 
state to 4he Council that Babu Surendra Nath Mullick has accepted the 
suggestion I made as regards the amendment proposed by him. 

The Hon’bla Mr. P. G. MITTER: T do not agree. 

The PRESIDENT: The amendment is there. I only formulated it 
in a convenient form. 

a 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: There is a substantial difference. It 
it not a question of verbal alteration as you thought and indicated. There 
are some substantial points of difference, but my point is that if Bai 
Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur wants to amend his resolution in a 
form acceptable to me, I do not object. So far as verbal alterations are 
concerned, I do not object, but if he does not agree to amend- 

The PRESIDENT: He has agreed to amend his resolution in accord¬ 
ance with th^ amendment proposed by Babu Surendra Nath Mullick. 

. TiM HiMl’ble Mr. P. G. MITTER: If he wants to amend it in a form 
not kceei^able to me, I do not agree. 1 do not agree to any amendment 
at this stage of the Bai Bahadur’s original r^lution. Of course, it 
rests with Babu Surendra Nath Mul^ck to withdraw his amendment, 
■^t iithe Bai Bahadur wants to amend his resolution, he can do so only ' 
ijrlih my consent. 
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The PRESIDENTS What is the difference between the amendh^t 
that stands in the paper and that suggested by meP 

4 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. G. MITTERS The difference is that the Eai 
Bahadur is not willing to delete the words ** the management of all 
secondary schools, Government, aided and unaided.** His idea, as I 
understand him, is that all the schools will be made over bodily to the 
Board, Government bearing every pice of the expense, but the Board will 
pay the salaries of the staff. First of all that will lead to an uncon¬ 
stitutional position. The Minister is responsible to the Council, and 
if the Minister for the time being makes over the spending of the money 
to a Board constituted for three or five years, then if anything goes wrong,. 
the Council will have no control over the Board for these years. The 
Huc<>eeding Minister also will have no control over the Board. For the 
officers transferred to the Board certain allowances will have to be paid 
by the Board, which allowances again the Government will have to pro¬ 
vide for in the education budget. If any buildings has to be erected, 
then the Public Works Depi»rtment will charge 24 per cent, 
and this charge also will have to be provided for in the budget. 
The arrangement suggested by the Eai Bahadur will lead to endless 
complications. The Eai Bahadur is jierhaps not aware of these difficul¬ 
ties. I do not object to superintendence being exercised by the Board 
in the same way as is done by the Calcutta University, but as he means 
by ** management ** the actual apimintment, dismissal, etc., of the 
officers, I cannot accept his idea. The absolute financial control that 
he want# for the Board must rest with this Council and this Council 
alone. I further submit that if the Eai Bahadur amends his resolution 
he must do it with my approval. If he does, not do so, then let the 
original resolution stand. If Babu Surendra Nath Mullick wishes to 
withdraw his amendment, he is at liberty to do so. I may tell you I 
have absolutely no objection to any verbal alteration. I believe you 
were under the impression that only verbal alterations were intended 
and not any alterations of substance. 

Rai 40GENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; I rise to a point of 
order. The matter is one between me, the mover of the amendment and 
yours^f. What has the Minister to do with itP 

Tha PRESIDENT* I shall consider the difference between the two. 

Mr. H. A. STARK; If there is one thing which we supremely desire 
it is that we should get a move on in education—education elastic in 
its contents, sound in its methods, and well designed in its organimtion. 
Since the Calcutta University was established its achievements have 
been remarkable—^I suppow unrivalled in the history of educational 
progress in any country of the world. Within sixty-^fite y^aiu 
University has given us of its graduates men who have ;adeiii#d 
single one of the learned professions, and at this moment it host the Wqira 
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latifiiaotioB ol baviog pronded ao lodian provictte with an Indian QoTf 
emor. But grtot and remarkable ae have been its aohierements, I 
think many of ns are prepared to say that these would have baen still 
greater had the work of consolidation and expansion progressed uniform* 
ly. For years there has been very great dissatisfaction, a dissatisfac- 
ti'cm whidi has become more and more acute since the new regulations 
of the University came into force in 1910, at least so far os regards the 
Hhtriculation Examination. The truth is that there has long been need 
fwf rdief in the office of the Director of Public Instruction as well as in 
the office of the University. Most of us in this Chamber have personal 
knowledge of the University, its organization of examinations, and its 
methods of control and inspection. It seems to me quite unnecessary to 
dilate on these points. For years we have recognised that the control and 
supervision of secondary schools is too large a matter to bo overtaken by 
any Director of Public Instruction alone or by the University alone; and 
it was with a sense of relief that we read in the report of the Calcutta 
University Commission the recommendation for the creation of a Board 
of Education, which would relieve the Director of Public Instruction as 
well as the University of a duty which they are not able to perform— 
not because they have not the ability or the will to do it, but because 
the work exceeds the potentialities of both. , I notice with satisfaction 
that in his motion, Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur has used the 
words “ secondary schools." The recommendation of the Calcutta 
University Commission referred not only to high schools, which are 
secondary schools, but also to second grade colleges, which in the Com¬ 
mission report are called intermediate colleges; and the recommenda¬ 
tion is that both types of institutions should be transferred to the Boanl 
of Secondary and Intermediate Education. Inasmuch as the Calcutta 
University is still working on the lines of 1910,1 do not feel that tJie time 
is ripe for passing over the management and control of second grade 
colleges to ^is Board. I think that for tbe present we should be content 
to commit to the Board only our high schools. That would be a wise 
course both for the sake of experimentation and also from a regard to the 
state of our finances. While I consider that it would be quite possible 
for the Board to relieve the University and the Director of Public Instruc¬ 
tion of the control and management of the high schools, I do not think 
that for some few years we shidl have the finances to go beyond that; and 
if we limit ourselves to a strict interpretation of " secondary schools " 
as in the motion, we may feel that we are in a position to urge the crea¬ 
tion of a Board of Secondary Education. The evils of the present system 
are lifittense. In the first place, all the education impart^ in our high 
sohboliV ^ dominated mercilessly by the curricula and syllabuses of 
l^tiiculeiion Examination, devised by an authority which is in detac|h- 
ihent ^om high schools. These schools are inspected by the officers of 
^ ^uea^on Department. That Department gives them their grants*' 
Its educational oiRcfr§ eend in to the Syndicate inspeotum 
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reports, whick are the only ckannels tkfong^li wkich any mfonnatiofi 
regarding the schools erer reaches the Syndicate. But it is the Syiidi^, 
cate which grants the schools ** recognition.*' I give my per^nal 
knowledge and experience to the Council, when 1 say that there 
have been occasions when an inspector has urged the Syndicate 
not to grant recognition to a school, hut in the face of his 
advice they had taken a contrary course and granted recognition to the 
school, much to the detriment of the disciplinary control which the 
Department finds it already so difficult to maintain over schools. 
Obviously, the ** recognition " of the school by the University is to 
school authorities of far greater importance than any inspection by an^ 
officer; for unless the school receives recognition,** its first four classes 
can hardly be formed. No boys will enter the top classes of a school 
if they know that that particular school cannot send up boys for the 
Matriculation Examination. The school authorities are therefore ready 
tn surrender everything for the sake of ** recognition.** With them the 
University counts for everything and the Education Department for 
next to nothing. 

For years we have been accustomed to hear that the Matriculation 
Examination results have been astounding from a regard to the 
thousands who pass it. I do not mind openly declaring that there have 
been occasions when in giving an appointment to a junior teacher of 
a high school, I have deliberately, and without the least compunction, 
given the appointment to a man who had passed the Entrance Examina> 
tion in the third division, in preference to a man who had passed the 
Matriculation Examination in the first division. I am perfectly satis¬ 
fied that a third division man of the old regime is ordinarily better than 
most men who have passed in the first division under the present regime. 
There is again very great dissatisfaction with not only the quality of 
studies, but also with the grouping of subjects, with the minimum 
pass marks, and things of t^t kind. The present Matriculation 
Examination is regarded as a discredit to the University. 

No man can serve two masters. Our schools and school committees 
have been trying to serve two masters. But they have not been able to 
serve the University on the one, and the Education Department on the 
other side. They must bo rescued from the position in which they 
are placed; and the only way by which we can do this is by putting 
them under a Board of Education. The Board of Education that I am 
thinking of is not an assemblage of graduates; but what I am think» 
ing of is a body of men selected in the fashion outlined in the Com¬ 
mission's report. In the recommendations of the Commission ‘ every, 
provision has been made to secure the best interests of all classes and 
communities, and then the highest interests of true education have 
been safeguarded. I feel that we need not go beyond thnt, because 
the Board will have on it representatives of this Council, repteseniatiyee 
of the CiJcutta and Dacca tTntversitiei, a fair balanciiig betfrfi^ 
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Mubikisinadan and Hindu interests; and tlie proportion of Anglo-Indian 
’ ft fid £uroi>ean interests as well. What is more, the Board as designed 
by the University Commission brings that Board into relationship 
with the Minister for Education; and thus we get a Board composed 
of members, harmonising various interests, and retaining contact with 
the people, the Government, the Universities and this Council. 

1 therefore'very strongly recommend that the resolution before us 
be- accepted by this House as a resolution which is going to do what 
we have been so long wishing to do—to set free the high schools from 
that which has injured secondary education in its contents, in its 
methods, and in its organisation. 

Tha PRESIDENT! I think that it is time that I should intimate to 
the Council that I, have been asked to add the word communities ** 
after the word " interests ** in Babu Surendra Nath MulHck’s amend¬ 
ment, ** That the said Board be so constituted as to be representative 
of the various interests and communities concerned.” The Govern¬ 
ment Member has no objection to this alteration being made. The 
mover of the resolution, llai Jogendra Chunder Gbose Bahadur, also has 
nonobjection. 

The amendment that the word ” communities ” be added to Babu 
Surendra Nath MuUick’s motion was then put to vote and carried. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Sir, I rise to 
support the resolution as amended. The resolution is divisible into 
several portions: first, with regard to the formation of a Board of 
Education for the sujierintendence of secondary education; second, 
with regard to the management being placed in the hands of the Board; 
and the third being the suggestions as to the finance. 

We, in the old Council in the year 1917, had a long discussion on 
the subject of the appointment of a Board of this kind. The Univer¬ 
sity Commission has come forward with certain suggestions, and when 
1 first read the report of the Commission, I understood that the report 
is a programme of action. Has that been donef Has any action been 
taken yet, although it is stated in clear terms that it is a programme 
of action? Now, the resolution suggests that action ought to be taken* 
and that a Board should be so constituted as to represent the views of 
the University Commission. We an told that the education pyramid 
is a very strong one, but X must say that it has a very narrow basis 
when secondary education is neglected. I spbak noX by reference to 
the University Commissioners* report, but from my practical experience, 
and I consider that it is high time for action to be taken and a Board 
appointed. The report of the Commission draws a marked distinction 
between University education and school education. It lays down that 
Goveinment defrays 33 per cent, of the cost for college education and 
'says that a less proportion of cost is found for school education. If 
tha/^recommendations of the UniTersity Commission be taken into 

x2 
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account, then I certainly suggest to the Council that the appointment 
of a Board is highly necessary, exclusively directing its attention to 
school education. I was surprised to read in the report of the TJniyeri- 
sity Commission that the number of students in the schools was less 
than the number in the colleges, and why is it so ? Because this sort of 
education has been greatly neglected and the education as ftir as it goes 
appears to have been in bondage to routine and no freedom is allowed. 
If we look to the iron rules which prevail in the so-called educational 
institutions, we find that the number of students in schools is a very 
limited one, and the old story is repeated from day to day that the 
schools are not equipped properly and, therefore, there are no rooms 
for educational purposes. There goes a rule that the building should 
be in a proper condition or in a prescribed condition laid down by the 
Inspectors of Schools and the result is that the number of students 
appears to be less. There are many schools in the muffasal which are 
going to die on account, as I say, of these iron rules framed by 
the present educational authorities, and if we move them, they are 
not led away by our appeal. I hope and trust that if the Board 
of Education be established, they will be in a position to under¬ 
stand the real state of things, which discloses one fact that these rules 
ought to be abrogated and fresh rules formulated for the purpose of the 
development of secondary education. I speak this from my own 
limited experience, that there is a large number of Inspectors, Addi¬ 
tional Inspectors, Assistant Inspectors visiting these schools, but for 
what purpose? Promulgating only the efficacy of the rules which have 
been formulated by the present educational authoriti^. I consider 
that if these rules had been in force or operation, for some time, the 
result will be that secondary education will be neglected. Therefore, 
Sir, I welcome the resolution. I welcome it for various reasons, because* 
the Board, consisting of the representatives of the people, will continue 
to be a popular institution and the people will be in a position to inform 
the Board of the grievances of the students, the teachers, and those who 
tfre in management of these institutions. You will remember. Sir, that 
when the Local Self-Government Act came into operation, it was nedes- 
sary for Government to issue a notification in the year 1896 giving 
definitions of the words “ schools,” public schools ” and ** private 
schools.” The difficulty was appreciated and Government came forward 
to define these words. With what result? Private schools -are not 
flourishing and bo the schools under public management, I am son^ to 
say, are on the eame level. The District Boards are not in a position 
to help, these institutions, because of their limited means, Gove:^- 
meht also are jaot in a position to help these schools and consequent^ it. 
is necessary that some sort of scheme has to be formulated,by the ]|oar4 
for the purpose of the prosperity of these institutions. -I' ‘ ^ 

As regards grants from. Government it is highly necess^ jl^. 
financial position ought to be olear, 1 do not appreciate an^ 
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tWt tbe positi<»n of the University will be affected. I have nothing to 
do with it. I am pleading the cause of these mufassal schools and I 
wish Government to be in a position to solve this problem. Whether 
the finances of the University will be affected or not by such a procedure 
Is another problem and the University will have to solve it. Sir, I do not 
like to take up your time further, but I do emphatically say that action 
ought to be taken and a Board constituted without a moment’s delay. 

TANKANATH CHAUDHURIS The whole country is now dis¬ 
satisfied with the form in which secondary education is being carried on 
in this province. There has been a great desire amongst all cla8se.s of 
people that secondary education should be improved. Every year we find 
that students, not in hundreds, not in thousands, but in tens of thousands 
are passing the Matriculation Examination; but after passing the Matri¬ 
culation Examination, we do not know what our boys will do. So, Sir, 
the time has come when we should try to see that our boys get proper edu¬ 
cation—education that would enable them to cope successfully with the 
battle of life that stands before them. The Board, on the lines suggested 
by the hon’ble mover of the resolution, would do immense good to the 
country. There has been a demand for national education, and if second¬ 
ary education is placed under the control of such a Board, this demand 
would be fulfilled to a great extent. By national education. Sir, I 
understand an education which would enable the people of the country 
to form themselves into a nation. Much has been said on this subject by 
the previous si}eakers and I do not want to detain the House longer. I 
only suggest that this kind of Board should be constituted as early as 
possible for the good of the country. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I rise to support the 
prt^sal for the formation of a Board of Secondary Education. It is 
high time that such a Board be constituted as has been suggested. I 
should like to accept the amendment, but at the same time there ought 
to be something to ensure the financial grant from Government. It is 
necessary no doubt that the vocational element should also be included in 
it and the Board should be so constituted that it may be representative of 
the various interests and communities concerned, so that there may not 
be any grievance at all. At present, we understand, that a major portion 
of the fees realised from the examinees goes to the Department of X*ost- 
graduate studies under the University. It has been elicited, in reply 
to the question put by my friend Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta, that though 
Ins^ ysar there were many applications for financial help from Govern^ 
ment from the authorities of secondary schools, that could not be given 
for wftit of funds. If there be any income from the schools, why should 
it go to other, departments f. If there is any necessity for financial help 
to the Postr-gxuduate Department* that ought to be arranged otherwise. 
^.Jloard composed of the representatives of the various interests and corn- 
ilai^ituiM..idi<»uld be formed, ^d the interests of secondary educatiqn 
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ought to he looked into properly. At present there is a dual cohtroh-^ 
the control of tTniTersity on the one side and of Government through 
Inspectors of Schools on the other. Such dual control, 1 do not thiidc, 
has done any special good to the cause of secondary education. Anyhow, 
it is high time that we take the management of the schools from the hands 
of the University and place it under the control of the representatives of, 
the people concerned whose interests ought to be looked into first. It is 
not necessary to say much, but I would like to emphasize that if such a 
Board is to be formed, there should be some provision for financial help 
from Government. I do not mean to say that if an adequate grant is 
made to this Board, the control of the Minister or the control of this 
Council would cease. Certainly the Minister would be responsible for 
the success of the movement, and this Council shall have control over the 
proceedings of the Board, but any help which is necessary must be provi* 
ded for. Without such help I do not think the Board would be of any 
use. I support the resolution. 

Mauivi YAKUINUODIN AHMED: I beg to support this resolution, 
but with some reservation. 1 beg to submit to the Council that if it is 
intended to belittle the Calcutta University by the establishment of 
this Board of Education, it is a wrong move, and it is a wrong move in the 
wrong direction with regard to the education in our country. This 
Calcutta University has produced a Sir J. C. Bose, a Sir P. C. Roy, Right 
Hon’ble Amir Ali and a Sir Ashutosh Mukharji and other brillant stars 
in the firmament of tjie Calcutta University, and I beg to submit that by 
the establishment of this Board we are not intending to belittle the import¬ 
ance of the University. One of the speakera has suggested that the inter¬ 
mediate colleges also should come under the control of this Board of Edu¬ 
cation ; this I certainly will object to. If the intermediate colleges are 
taken away few colleges would remain for the Calcutta University to con¬ 
trol and direct the course of education imparted therein. The function of 
the University would be gone if that be our object. I beg to submit that 
we should consider these recommendations very oautiously. Formerly 
even vernacular scholarship examinations were held by the Educational 
authorities in each Division.* When the boys turned (^ut after passing 
those vernacular scholarship examinations Were very biiUiant boys,, and 
they came to the Calcutta University and became famous scholars of -&e 
University ; but subsequently such a salutary influence has been .tai:^ 
away and an e:Samination for scholarship only has been instituted, compet¬ 
ed for by a few* boys and each school passes its own boys. That is a stand- 
dard of education which destroys the education as a whole of the intivinc^. 
Is that the object of the Board of Education? Under the Calcutta Uni¬ 
versity—the matriculation students flock in- thousands from the whdie 
province, even from Geylqn and Assam and other places and offer'thc^. 
selves for examinataon under the Calcutta UniverBity-.ithi<t 
of. tins standard oi education as>a teiA bleduciitioB should 



571 


boabd op education. 

and if the Board of Education now to be formed mean to take away this 
important educative value of the Calcutta University, I certainly would 
object to it, and the Council should also do so in my opinion. 

Lately, there was an attempt on the part of the Educational author- 
ities to ask the ^ys to pass the school final examination instead of pass- 
mg the Mateioidation Examination. Now, the school final examination 
is a^ test which is no test at all, just as the vernacular scholarship exami¬ 
nation which has been done away with; and the boys of each school pass 
their own examinations under their own teachers. The educative value 
of such a method is no douBt extremely small. Therefore, I submit that 
this Board of Education should bo constituted in such a way that the 
universality of the test of education of the province be not impaired, that 
the Board of Education should look to the education of the boys of the 
whole province, and that a universal examination should take place under 
its direction which would give the best boys a chance of distinguishing 
themselves in the country. 

With these words, I beg to support the resolution, but with the 
above reservation. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURIS As one intimately in 
touch with secondary education and responsible for the management of 
a High English School and hehce knowing the difficulties under which 
such a school with limited resources has got to work, I beg to support the 
resolution moved by Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur. I prefer 
the resolution to the umendment proposed by Babu Surendra Nath 
Mullick, as the resolution is more comprehensive. It proposes not only 
that the Board of Secondary Education should control the secondary 
schools, but it also recommends that the management should vesjb in 
the Board and that adequate grants be made by Government and placed 
at the disposal of such a Board for carrying on the schools so transferred. 

Under the present arrangement. Sir, the authorities who set up the 
ideal have not got to look to the resources of the secondary schools; 
those who call the tune do not think about paying the piper. What 
generally happens, therefore, is that observance of rules and conditions is 
insisted' upon regardless of the resources of the secondary schools and 
therefore, under the present arrangement, more attention is given to 
paraphernalia than to the advancement of secondary education. Such 
an arrangement should not go on, and, therefore, when J^i Jogendra 
rhnnder Ghose Bahadur asks for a modification of this arrangement, T 
cannot but support him. 

Rai RADHA OHARAN PAL Bahadurt I do not wish to take up 
. mucit time of the Council, but I vront to know one or two points in con- 
neetimi with this resolution. 

■ In the first place, I obserre front tfie resolution, as drafted or rather* 
■a. inoved by <Bai Jogendra Chnnder Ghose Bahadur, that it is to give 
s#!Ntt^ to the racommwidations of Gm Calcutta Univanaty Commission. 
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Well, an I nndeietand the rei^mimendation of the Commission, they 
recommend a Boaxd of Education for the control not only of secondary 
schools, hut also of intermediate colleges teaching up to the l.A. staiidard. 
Am I to understand that this Board when constituted would control the 
teaching up to the mutiiculatlon standard? If so, it is a dmation 
from the recommendation of the Sadler Commission. To my mind* it 
seems that it would be better to leave the matter in the hands of Govern-, 
ment to see what they did before the Council took any action on the 
basis of the recommendation of the Sadler Commission instead of com¬ 
mitting ourselves entirely at this stage either to the resolution or to the 
recommendation. Personal!}, I have no objection to the Board of 
Secondary Education controlling secondary education. 

Another point which should be cleared up—and I believe the Hon’ble 
Minister would like to clear up this point—is this; At present the in¬ 
come from the matriculation examination amounts to Rs. 3,00,000. I 
believe that this amount helps the University in conducting the Post¬ 
graduate Department. Well, Government contributes Rs. 1,20,000 for 
the maintenance of the University: this is, I understand, quite inadequate 
for the purpose, and, to a certain extent, the fees derived from the nmtri- 
culation examination are utilised for the maintenance of the Post-gradu¬ 
ate Department. Am I to understand that, if this is taken away from 
the University, the Government will recoup the loss which the University 
will sustain? If it is intended that the Post-graduate teaching is to be 
abolished altogether, that is a different thing. A decision on this point 
may be arrived at by the Council having regard to the fact that the 
('alcutta University is now under the control of the local government. 
But if the Post-graduate Department is to continue, as it should, money 
must be found for it; it is all a question of money, and I do not know 
how this will be met by the Hon’ble Minister. That is the point which 
confronts me, and I hope that more light will be thrown by the Hon’ble 
Minister on the subject. 


Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ; I rise to support the amendment moved 
by Babu .Surendra Nath Mullick. There cannot be any questign thai. 
the Calcutta University has beome too cumbrous and it is necessary 
that a separate Board should be formed with a view to take up second¬ 
ary and vocational education. But with respect tp its constituiioii jit 
is necessary that this Council should give its attention, and I .^ tlm&lc- 
ful to. Baba Sui’endm Nath Mullick as well as to-Babu Surehdra Nuth 
Ray and the other speakers, who have said in their speeohes t^t it S’fetor 
lutoly necessary that this Board should represent il^e tMiuhi^hWda^ 
fully and the other minorities and, as Mr.;H. A, Stark ha# pointed 
It should also have a fair repre.sentation of the Ahglo-Iadian piirtsi^ttw^- 
.also. In this province we have different coinmuaities aad varf^ 
mwities are minorities, and it is necessary that their-int^stt iS ' 

particularly looked to. There are 4he depressedv 
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cdnuaujuty. i’o my xniiid,,in places where some conummitiea 
great; minority they* should have a better representation tbftn 
tlmy entitled to by their number. 

^ One thing strilces me in the amendment. The amendment places 
botb the general and vocational education under the control of the 
Boai^. The question arises whether this Board should be under the 
gmdance of one particular Minister, the Minister for Education, or the 
Minister for Technical Education as well. But this is a matter which 
entirely concerns the Government depaHments, and there is no doubt 
ihat a settlement will be arrived at and both the departments of Govern¬ 
ment will be able to carry on the work of administration and superin¬ 
tendence in the best possible manner. As to the necessity for the for¬ 
mation of that Board the previous speakers have said enough and all I 
can say is this: that at the present moment it seems to be absolutely 
necessary that dur people should have an education which would enable 
them not only to secure a place of distinction but should also enable them 
to take to various other means of livelihood which would allow them to 
live happy and prosperous. 

PfOfOSSOr 8k Ck MUKHERJIs Both the resolution and the amend¬ 
ment provoke a few pertinent questions and one finds it a bit diflScult to 
make up one’s mind without satisfactory answers to these questions. 

I am sure the Minister of Education will be able to clear a number of 
points. 

The first question that I should like to ask is this: Is not the 
recommendation for the establishment of a Board for Secondary Educa¬ 
tion a deviation from the recommendations made by the Calcutta 
TTniversity Commission ? Bai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur in his 
resolution says that a Board of Education for the superintendence of 
secondary schools is a recommendation of the Calcutta University Com¬ 
mission. Babu Surendra Nath Mullick is careful; he has not stated any 
such thing in his amendment. I wish the representative of the Calcutta 
Universi^^ were more, accurate in the wording of his resolution. So 
iar aaTT have been able to follow the report of the Calcutta University 
Comimi8sion> there is nowhere any recommendation for the establishment 
ol a iBoaid for secondary schools. A very minute and close examinalion 
of the report makes it perfectly clear that according to the Calcutta 
University Commission the secondary • schools and the intermediate 
classy which are now known as intermediate colleges must form one 
organic an4 integral whole and mnst be regarded as a self-contained 
unit is proposed here ir a bitocation of this unit. Well, it is 

Jfer tWp li^islative Council to decide whether it wants to deviate ahso- 
jb^Hhe recqmmendation made by the Calcutta University Com* 
wurre, if thsiie is sufldieht ju^ification for it, hy all 
■ ; tih 'ahe^i huiileiha go ahead with^ur eyes wide op^. 

Iask'is this: Is co-ordina^iph 
^dard 6f st^hdary schools is going to take ^e 
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secondary education of the province into "consideration, and going to 
reform it by introducing vocational courses of study? Will there be an 
organic co-ordination between the reformed secondary schools -and tho 
present intermediate colleges as they are in vogue in the country? In 
order to maintain an organic unity, and tb follow the recommendations 
of the Calcutta University Commission, it seems to me it is incumbent and 
absolutely necessary that the two should go pari passu and simultaneous 
reforms are absolutely necessary-^but I do not wish to dogmatize on the 
point. These are things on whicli different views can be held. I simply 
wish to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister and the members of 
this Council as to what exactly the recommendations of the Commission 
are. 


1 am very glad that my friend Rai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur has 
just referred to the financial aspect of the question, so far as the Calcutta 
University is concerned, in relation to its Post-graduate Department. 
Though Babu Surendra Nath Mullick has described the relationship to 
be that of the milkman and the cow, still I am thankful to him for the 
sympathetic attitude that he has taken in this matter, because in spite of 
this alleged commercial relationship, Babu Surendra Nath Mullick 
thinks that there is every reason to support the Post-graduate machinery. 
Whether we stigmatize it as a commercial relationship or not, the tact 
is—and let us face it fair and square—that thq present Post-graduate 
Department—notwithstanding all its • faults, notwithstanding the 
charges that have been levelled against it in the public press, notwith¬ 
standing the limitations that have been referred to—^the fact is that 
it is supported to a very great extent by the income which is received 
from the fees of the matriculation examination. There is agreat deal of 
force in the public criticism, namely, why should the income or a sub¬ 
stantial part of the income from the matriculation examination fees go 
towards the maintenance of the Post-graduate Department? Only tbi* 
must be said that the Government have recogn^ed this department, and 
therefore the Hon'ble Minister in charge of Education is hon#br Imund 
to support that institution also. 1 cannot imagine that the Hon’ble 
Minister of Education, in his anxiety to see the secondary 
reformed, is prepared to se.e the Post-graduate Department altogether 
wrecked or continuing its existence in a most mutilated, maugled afid 
maiiued form. I do not think this is at all the desire of the Minister. 
I hope the Minister, in his reply, will give us an assurance ip the matter 
as to how far he i.s prepared to compensate the loss which will be su^ 
tained by the University in this C()|nection. r 

The question of control of funds is a very deUbute question.. . 
posing the entire control of funds goes to t% i^ard of Hduca^OP^ I idq 
not see where the Mini|ter comes in; I do not ,what voiqq’.ha^11 
have in the management, in the control, in % j^rvieion ^ 

ondary schools and what lacus standi he wi^ hij^* ^ 
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;Wliieh I sixuply teive to for the' Hmister to ansirer, and I hope he will 
^ear the jnint. 

iflis Hoil’bto Mf« P* C* MITTERt The question has been debated' 
at great length. It is undoubtedly a question of great importance. 
Altiiough the question is one of great importance, at the present moment 
it is a question of academic interest. I say it is a question of academic 
interest for the present because so long as we do not legislate we cannot 
take away, from the control of the Calcutta University, the examination 
of the matriculation students or the right to lay down the curriculum for 
them. If I legislate, 1 shall have to come before this Council. From 
' that point of view, perhaps, the members of this Council will appreciate 
that, at this stage, it is hardly necessary to go into any questions of 
detail. The members of this House will have their say when the legisla¬ 
tion is introduced, if it is introduced at all, and they will have the full 
opportunity of laying down what the provisions of that legislation 
should be with regard to matters of detail. 1 am making this prelimin¬ 
ary remark because many members have made various suggestions as 
to what precisely the constitution of the Board should be, as to what 
the powers of the Board should be, and so on. I feel I shall be taking 
up the time of this Council uselessly if I enter into an examination of 
these points of detail. 

There is another preliminary observation which, I think, I ought to 
make at this stage. What will be the effect of the resolution or the 
amendment if either of them be accepted by the Government or passed 
by this Council in spite of the views of the Government? The effect 
simply will be this—that it will be a recommendation to the Government 
to introduce legislation. 1 do not propose to enter into the important 
c.onstitutional question, as to how fnr recommendations relating to 
legislation are binding on the Government, but I may say, in a matter 
like this, I am willing to act according to the desire of the majority of 
rile Council. Therefore, whatever the constitutional position may be, 
if the majority of the members of this House desire that certain general 
principles should be adopted, I am willing to accept those general 
prmciples; but 1 feel it will not be right on my part, to accept the details 
at thii stage. It is not right that the membera of this Council should 
be dej^ved of an opportunity of giving proper consideration to tarious 
detaili' and often details iire"iniportaht, specially those relating to the 
hotistitution of the Board; deta^ as to the power of the Board and so 
oh. Therefore, if an attempt bh made to impose details on the GoVefti- 
]hentltih,this ats^, 1 am bound to dpfiiose such attempt. 

■ ’ As regards the general' portion, the underlying principle 'both of 
i the resolution and of the amendihent is that a Board for secondary educa- 
' i^Quld be. estabUsh^ in Bengal. With regard to this jraggesiion ' 
me ohq or ifro impoiti^t ^mts which X should like to phsce hefmw 
' IbeKeve that every hmmbef of this Ooundil is aware that 
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under the recommendations of the Calcutta University Copunission the 
formation of an Intermediate Board was suggested and noi a Secondary 
Board. Perhaps the mover was led into an errour by some members of 
the teachers' conference to which he referred. But as the mover has 
himself said that he did not intend ah Intermediate'Board it is hardly 
necessary for me to go into the matter any further;,but it has an impor¬ 
tance of its own. The Calcutta University Commission sat for months, 
went tlirough valuable evidence, and made certain recommendations. 
Will it be right for the members of this CouncU to deviate from those 
recommendations unless a good cause exists for a departure from their 
recommendations ? Now, we all know that the Calcutta. University 
Commission also stated that it will be necessary to spend large sums of 
money to bifurcate the present system, to establish intermediate colleges 
as institutions separate from University Colleges, and to start an Inter¬ 
mediate Board as an institution separate from the Calcutta University. 
Take alone the Presidency College; it will cost over Rs. 20 lakhs in 
capital expenditure and perhaps Rs. 2 lakhs in recurring expense, if we 
are to separate the intermediate from the post-intermediate section. 
Taking the colleges in Calcutta, perhaps the capital expense will be some¬ 
where near Rs. 50 lakhs and the recurring expense will be about Rs. 8 
to 10 lakhs. The Calcutta University Commission, at page 262, Volume 
V, of their report say that as regards the recurring expense it would 
seem to be unsafe to assume that the full system could be worked at a 
less cost to the State than about Rs. 15 to Bs. 20 lakhs—^that is with 
regard to the intermediate colleges alone. , But since then expenses have 
gone up and the figure mentioned is only for the rectirring expense. 
As regards the capital expense, the total for the whole province would 
come up to at least Bs. 70 to 80 lakhs. Therefore, if any question ai 
deviation from the recommendation of the Calcutta' University Com-* 
mission arises the most important point will be the question of finance* 
The members of this Council are all aware that on account of the unjust 
treatment meted out to this province in the matter of financial aldjust- 
ment, we have a deficit of over Rs. 2 crores and we are met wifh the diflS- 
culty that if we have to give effect to the recommendation of the Calcutta 
University Commission's report, as undoubtedly we ought to do if we can, 
we have not the money. As regards raising funds by taxation we lu^ve 
to rememl)er that before the Minister for Education can touch a single 
rupee of the extra taxation, the vast deficit of R8. .2 crores wBl h^ve to 
be met out of this extra taxation. Speaking for myself—nud oh ahotihtf 
occasion I expressed my views on the matter. I am not prepar^ to adihlt 
that our province should be taxed merely because soitte pea|)le blundered 
over the financial readjustment of this province. Therefoyh, unleBS jdm 
Government of India or the Secretary of State come to our re#ci^ in 
. matter of financial readjustment, an early acceptance of 
tions of the Calcutta University Commission is pery n«t 
of, however, regretfully I may have to say tiis. Bw# 



BOABD or BfiiroACKHf. in 

Ikot know ye^ wkat tko dooisios of tke Govenunent of India* or tke Sec^'a- 
fary of ^te on this question will be. Let us hope that the decision will 
^ :^vourable, and if the decision be favourable then this Council ouffht to 
consider whether we should ^deviate from the recommendations of the 
Calcutta University Commission. But as we do not yet know 

what that decision will be, the present discussion will serve the 
useful purpose of throwing much light on the subject. Then 

again the decision of the Government of India or the Secretary 

of State may be adverse to us. In that case the question 

wiU arise, whether or not the establishment of a Secondary 
Board will be helpful to the improvement of education in this pro> 
vince. Even if the decision of the Secretary of State be favourable to 
us the question may still have to be considered for we cannot change the 
present system of education in a day. We will have to proceed step by 
step and stage by stage, and even if we have better financial resources, it 
may be a wise thing for the Council to advise me later on to start a Second¬ 
ary Board and to add on to it the functions of an Intermediate Board, 
as each college is equipped for such purpose. The picture that presents 
itself to my mind is something like this: even if we have financial 
stability, we might begin by starting a Secondary Board with power to 
control intermediate colleges. It must take at least two to three years 
to build and equip an institution and it will probably take a few years 
to start a number of intermediate colleges all over the province. In 
short, there must be a stage of transition, and as we go on, we may be 
able to bring in more and more intermediate colleges under fhe Board. 
But at the present moment, it is not possible for me, as I do not know 
what the financial position will be, to state definitely whether we should 
have an Intermediate Board or a Secondary Board. But, as regards 
the principle of the thing, I do not propose to oppose it. Whether we 
have the money, or whether we do not get the money, I feel that there 
are certain advantages if we have a Secondary Board as a beginning. 
The first advantage is that, under the present constitution of the Calcutta 
University, it has to deal with over 900 high schools and with various 
matters of details with regard to these high schools; and one executive 
Council, namely, the Syndicate, deals not only with these 900 high 
'schools, but also with a large number of intermediate and other colleges, 
^ot has h> look after the Post-graduate affairs of the Uni¬ 

versity; it had also to look after the law colleges and various other activi¬ 
ties of the Calcutta University and their activities are so many. It is 
;f^ to burden o®e, executive body with' so '>mueh responsibiHty. 
i|ira^'t}^t'pomt of view alone I wi^eoiiae the suggestion, 

‘ put to me by Professor Mukheiji 

and Bai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur. It is right and proper that I should' 
es^refs my views with regmrd to these ’ questions, ^t I must tsEthe. 

my vibtrs must he df a veiy j^dtiiional nature, because 
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The first point put to me by Profesisor Hukberji »t Wes it not the 
recommendation of the Calcutta University ConmuMtion to start inters 
mediate colleges F 1 have answered that point. The second point is: 
Is. co-ordination possible between the Calcutta University and the Intei^- 
mediate Board? My provisional view is that it would be fatal to have a 
Secondary Board unless we have co-ordination. But the members of 
this Council will have every opportunity to see that such co-ordination be 
established, because in my view nothing can be done without legisla¬ 
tion. Then the next question, and it is a question of great importance, 
that was put to me is: What will be the financial position of the 
Calcutta University? There again my provisional view is—and I hope 
and trust that the members of this Council will agree with that view—> 
that it must be farthest from the desire of anybody present here to des¬ 
troy the Calcutta University. It ought to be the duty of the members 
of this Council and of the Government to see that the Calcutta Univer-. 
sity be not neglected. But the amount of help and the nature of the 
activities which should legitimately appertain to the Calcutta University, 
are matters for further consideration by the Council and the Government. 

I am not prepared at this stage to lay down as to whether the activities 
of the Calcutta University with regard to the Post-graduate course of 
studies'should be limited or expanded or that they should remain as they 
are. I had not the opportunity till recently to go into the matter. 1 pro¬ 
pose to examine the question on its own merits and to do what ought to b^ 
done in my judgment on the merits of this question and with due regard 
to the resources of the Government. But is it necessary to give assur¬ 
ance at this stage? The matter will come before the Council. There¬ 
fore, in giving this provisional assurance, I repeat again that I do so 
with the utmost caution. I do not propose to take up the time of the 
Council any longer as I understand the mover of the resolution - has 
agreed to amend the resolution in the following form: 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that the formation of 
a Board of Education for the superintendence of secondary schools be 
carried without delay.” 

I am willing to leave this amended resolution to the free vote of the 
non-official members, because from the point of view of the Government. • 
this question will become important when the question of legislatiqn * 
will come and that we cannot decide till we know where we 
financially. 


Rai dOCENDRA CHUNDER QHOtB Rahaiiiir; The great difl^ 
ence Iwtween me. ^d the Hon»ble Mr. P. C. Hitter and Balm Sitreh^ 
Nath Mullmk is whether funds should be {daoed at m disposid bl the 
ifoard. There is no other difference. ’ > : < 


Th. Hoii>btoMr. f. O.MITT*Rl 

to speak after he has agreed to the change in rtrsnhitkiuf., ; 
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-Dm mSIDENTl I do not l^unk 1 kave penaiited tho okange yet. 
After the Bai Bahadur had apok^ I shall put it to the House. 

Bai ilOGCNDBA OHUNOBR CHOSE Bahadurs This question is a 
Tory .material one. 1 dp not wiidi for a moment to cripple the resources 
of the University; nor do 1 wish that the funds derived from the matrictio 
lation schools should go to the Government.’ What I desire is that if 
the fun(b be taken out of the hands of the University they should he placed 
at the disposal of the Board. That is a matter of detail and a very 
important detail upon which we have differed. Therefore, I could 
not accept the amendment and I was at first very reluctant to agree to 
the proposal of the Hon’ble Mr. Mitter, but the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea told me that 1 should agree to accept the proposal of the forma* 
tion of the Board for secondary education for the jH'esent. 

Mr. D. 0. CHOSE: May I rise to a point of order f Is the Bai 
Bahadur in order in referring to negotiations that have taken place 
with regard to the amendment of his resolution P 

Tlw Rai aOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; 1 think I 
am quite in order. (A voice: A member cannot himself decide whether 
he is in order.) The question of funds or of the constitution or any 
other detail must have to be settled hereafter. We cannot force it upon 
the Government just now and the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter was right in 
saying that there must be legislation. Therefore, 1 have no other alter¬ 
native but to accept the Goveroment suggestion that we should be satis¬ 
fied only with the formation of a Board of Education and that we should be 
at liberty to raise this question of funds or any other question of detail 
hereafter. As the matter is of'very great difficulty, 1 do not wish to press 
it upon the Government just now; and I would therefore beg leave to 
sfrike out the last three lines from my resolution. 

Thu Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER S The resolution in its amended form 
reads as follows:— 

“ This Council recommenda to the Government that the formation of 
a Board of Education for the superintendence of secondary schools be 
carried out without delay.’* 

I have nothing further to stdd to what 1 have already said. 1 will 
leave tiie original motion in the above amended form and the amendment 
of Mr; MuBtck to>the free vote of the non>official members of this Council. 

*i||i :RADHA CHAR AN PAL Bahadur: 1 understand the Hon'ble 
Minister has anc^ted the amendment of Mr. MuUick. 

^ Mr. P. MITTERi I have left it to* the free vote dl 

^mmabers; 
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The PRESIDENT^ The acceptance of a motion by ike Ckyvenimmit 
Member is not sufficient. I shall have to see how far we can acOei^ 
it. 

The mover of the original resolution now wants to amend his motion 
in the form suggesed by the Hon’ble Hr. Hitter and I ask the Hotbw 
whether such permission can be given. 

Rai JOGENORA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahtfluri Then I beg^ leave 
to speak on this matter. 

♦ 

The PRESIDENT; I do not think you can speak.again. 

Rai ilOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I ask for a division. 

Mr, D, C, CHOSE: Is the Bai Bahadur entitled to ask for a divi¬ 
sion after having withdrawn his original resolution ? 

The PRESIDENT: He does not withdraw the whole but only a 
part of it, I do not like to give him permissicm to do so without ascer» 
taining the sense of the Council. . He has moved his resolu¬ 
tion in the form in which it appears in the agenda paiier. The Cotmcil 
has now the control of the motion and 1 want to ask the members 
if they would allow him to amend his motion in the form suggested by 
the Hon’ble Mr. Hitter. The question before the Council is whether 
the motion Having been moved in a particular form^ if the member wants 
to make an alteration at the last stage, he should be allowed to do so. 

Leave was then given to the motion being amended in the following 
form:— 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that the formation 
of a Board of Education for the sui)erintendence of secondary schoqls^ 
general and vocational, be carried out without delay and that the said 
Board be so constituted as to be representative of the various intereabi. 
and communities concerned, with a non-official majority and that» if 
necessary, legislation be undertaken for carrying out the above objeciff/* 

The amended resolution was then put and agreed to. 


Maimmati Curvey Sohaol. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: “This Councii recommends 
Government that brick-built houses be, erected ia pkkce of 
kutcha houses, attached to the Mainamati Survey School neaif OmaS^ai 
at an early date.“ , ■-••.' 1 . 

Though the resolution, at first sight, seenu to 
local or a parochial matter, I think I ought to tell the Oohulcil 
^t the matter is of provincial importance* because lh¥ 

Government Survey School in the Province.- 
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survey, survey schools at Dacca, Bangpur, Pabua aud BajeAiaki 
o^y teach up to the lower standard. As the work of this school may 
be known to many members of the Council, and as its importance 
may not therefore' l»e properly judgetU X hope the Council will 
pennii me to give, in as few words as I can, a short description of this 
school. In view of the importance of survey and settlement work 
hs ihe province, it was thought desirable to establish a high grade 
sitrVey school and the site was selected at Mainamati, near the town of 
Comilla. The place is a very healthy one, and the school has been a 
^at success from the beginning. 

The school was established in 1913, as an experiment, as a temporary 
^measure. The cost of the construction of houses, school-house, 
quarters, boarding-houses, etc., was about Bs. 40,000; the first mistake 
was made in having kutcha houses with thatched roof and tarzd walls. 
I suppose, as the school was then regarded as a temporary one, the 
Government had no other alternative than to have temporary houses. 
1 have not much quarrel with this mistake. But what I cannot under¬ 
stand is that even when the school was made permanent in September 
1917, no scheme for having permanent puaca buildings seems to have 
been taken up. There cannot be any justi^cation for this omisdion or 
lumissness, because, even as early as 1914, the school house and the 
Principal’s bungalow were burnt down as a result of incendiarism. 
This meant a loss of nearly Bs. 15,000 to the Government and even then 
nobody seems to have seriously thought about having brick-Built 
houses. A patched-up repair and construction of kutcha houses were 
e'Sected. The gods seem to have smiled at this jerry-building and on 
the 17th April, 1916, nearly six months after the school had been declared 
permanent, a storm arose and blew down the Hindu Boarding House 
at dead of night, when nearly twenty-eight boarders were asleep. It 
was a miracle that saved the poor students from an untimely grave; one 
^ would have thought, that this second warning would have opened the 
^’eyes of the Government to the necessity of having good houses for the 
school, which had been declared a permanent one. Bed-tapeism is slow 
to move—am glad to notice that in this Council, white tapes are now 
being introduced in place of red tapes —1 hope this means that the days 
of red-tapeism are fast coming to a close. Even then, the Government 
fixed up a kutcha house in place of the blown-up shed. Here again, 
the Government sustained a loss of nearly Bs. 5,000. ' The gods smiled 
again at this second folly of the Government and only a month ago—• 
OU 2^d of June 1921 at 3 o’clock in the aftenioon when the school was 
Bsktipi^and the students, teachers, cletks, practically the whole com- 
lament of the school were inside the house, down came a thunder-storm, 

- ^cre was a lightning stroke and the whole school house was r^uced to 
si^es in the twinMihg of an eye. The students and teachers ran aboiri 
; ^or Very KveS in the blinding thunderstorm and it is a wonder that no 
' ^ AB the r(K»rds—all the papers have been destroyed by 
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the fire, ao much so, that the Principal has been obliged to advcrtiso 
the papers requesting the applicants for admission to send fresh applt 
cations as all the applications have been burnt to ashes. Now I ask can 
a school, an important and only school of its kind in the whole province.- 
be run at such nskP . There is a common saying that once bit twice shy,, 
but here there have been three bites already and it is time the Governm^i 
became shy of the kutcha jerry-built houses. The question of expenses 
cannot be of much consequence, because as a result of these kutcha houses 
Government have been spending a large amount of money every year on 
minor repairs. There is a very large amount spent in major repairs also. 
The Government should not adopt the policy of being penny wise and 
pound foolish. If I am not much mistaken the original kutcha houses 
were designed only for three years. Nearly three times three years are 
passing and yet we are going on with patchwork. Surely, there should 
be a permanent habitation for a permanent ueful school like this The 
matter is of great importance; it cannot brook any delay. I hope the 
Government will not hesitate to take up the work at once, even if they 
have to bring a supplementary budget for the purpose. ^ 

The Hon’bie the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUOHURl, Khan 
Bahadur; I accept the resolution as moved by Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta. 
The Suiwey School at Mainaniati is doing good work and it is the inten- 
Gtovernment to provide it with permanent buildings. A scheme 
for the construction of such buildings was submitted to Government last 
year, but unfortunately it was found impossible to provide funds for it in 
the curren year's budget. The matter has now become one of urgency' 

ZTn? T building last month by fire It 

and T ^ ^ ei'ect new temporary buildings 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Accommodation for mufassal mombora. 

recommend, to tk, 

are m need of such accommodation." “Viaasoi ana who 

7^1 * 7 ^ ^ Ii«Te 

♦iiot emA V.A oeiore this Council. You are proba bl y .awky*.' 

and memlior., kpHl HindM' 

rtrerhtj’“o"pi“rtX*te ^ ’'t ™ 

V i-aese members of Council can go and 
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g^t gobd hotels j you cannot get restaurants; you cannot get good housss} 
.' you dahnot get good rooms. Calcutta is not like Bombay, a city ol hotels. 
1 Was told by one of the members of this Council that a very large number 
'of-mufassal members had to take shelter in a musafirkhana kindly lent 
to them by a'Muhammadan member of this Council. Of course you can 
go and live in such a place for a few days, but if you continue to be the 
gmtst of one person it looks rather odd. I know that members of the 
Legislative Assembly are provided with accommodation by the Govern- 
. ment of India both at Delhi and at Simla. They have got a number of 
hotels where they can have rooms and even a suite of rooms if they want 
them and I was told the other day by a friend of mine, who is a member 
of the Legislative Assembly, that Government is going to provide accom* 
modation also at Simla. I know that all this accommodation means 
additional expenditure. But the members of this Council who want 
accommodation will only be too glad to pay rent for the rooms they 
occupy for the days they remain there as the members of the Legislative 
Assembly do. I do not want Government to construct houses and spend 
largo sums of money for the accommodation of members. All I want is 
that they should rent houses—one for the Hindus and the other for the 
Muhammadans and accommodate them there. ' They will make their own 
arrangements as regards food. It may be in the recollection of some of 
the old members of this Council that one of our members, Mr. Irwin, 
openly said one day in the Council in the presence of Lord Eonaldshay 
that he could not find any accommodation at Dacca even in the Dak 
Bungalow and he had to pass the whole night probably under the blue 
canopy of heaven. That being the case it is necessary that Government 
should do something for providing accommodation in Calcutta foi the 
mufassal members of this Council. 

With these remarks, I beg to move this resolution. 


The PRESIDENT: This motion and the next motion seem to be iden¬ 
tical except that Babu Surendra Nath Bay speaks of the mufassal mem¬ 
bers only, as to which resolution. No. 60 is silent. But I do not think that 
Babu Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta intends to propose accommodation for 
Calcutta members. Both the resolutions are therefore practically iden- 
. ^oal and I will therefore ask Babu Nibaran Chandra' Das Gupta to speak 
oAresolutiott No. 5.9. 

. The resolution of Babu Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta was aa follows:— 
: <*'Thia Councial recommends to the Government that a suitable house 
pr 'lkpusei^ be constructed or rented for the lodgment of members of the 
ZiSglsBLtive Council, bdth Hindus and Muhammadans.** 

OH/(NORA DAE GUPTA: I am in entire accord 
„ ytew ydu have tahan about the identity of the resolutions Nos. 69 

fh>A.gen^, and I bow to your ruling. I am glad that the reso- 
' ^n moved by my friend Babu Bwendra Nath Bay, because, 

it does not look lyell that I'should say much upon 



584 ACOOMMODATIOIT FOR MXTFASSAL MEMERS. tl3m SmY 

this question because it affects me personally)—1 am more in the j^siiion 
of a wtiness than in the position of a debater. You can fully imagine 
to what difficulties and inconveniences we are put-<^when we come from 
the mufassal. We are driven from pillar to post and from post to pillar 
in securing accommodation. You, Gentlemen, members of this Coun¬ 
cil, are fully aware of these difficulties and I do not think I should take 
the time of the Council by expatiating on the numerous inconveniences 
to which we are subjected for want of proper accommodation and lodg¬ 
ment. 

With these words, I beg to support the resolution moved by Babu 
Surendra Nath Ray. 

MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler): I quite realise the difficulties which have 
been voiced in the Council this afternoon and which have given grounds 
for the resolution which has just been ventilated, but while I am exceed¬ 
ingly sorry that those who come down here to render public service by . 
attending meetings of the Council should be put to inconvenience, yet I 
cannot think that, in view of various other demands that are at present 
pressing upon our somewhat straitened purse, it is wise for thisTlouncil to 
commit Government to further expenditure of this kind. It is difficult to 
estimate what expenditure precisely would be involved, since, for one 
thing, it is very difficult to foresee how many members would wish to avail 
themselves of these facilities, assuming that they were given. So far as I 
can make out, there are about seventy or eighty members who would pro¬ 
bably come under the general description mentioned in this resolution, 
but of course it does not follow that all those would care to reside in Gov¬ 
ernment accommodation, even if it were available. Further, it is obvious 
that the members would not form a homogeneous body. There would be 
Hindu members and Muhammadan members and Christian members, 
differing among themselves in their mode of living. It would not be liu 
easy thing to construct one building which would conveniently bring 
them together under one roof. But if we were to construct separate build¬ 
ings the expenditure would obviously increase, and the difficulties of 
providing accommodation would become still greater. Clearly also, if 
we are to provide accommodation, it would only be occupied for a portion 
of the year, and for a considerable part of the year it would stand empty. 

The precedents for action of this kind, so far as we are concerned here 
in Bengal, are very slight. It is true that when we had Council meetings 
at Dacca, in view of the difficulties which were represented by certain 
gentlemen, we did do what we could to accommodate them there. But 
that was only rendered possible by the fact that at Dnoca ^ere weie S^st*' 
ing buildings. Those buildings being empty, it was a perfectly reason^ 
able thing that we should try and help the members of this Council, and 
we did so. The Only other precedents, so far as We* know; are tbCge trf 
(Delhi and Simla. Neither, I take it, would be arguied in this Cottiied td'. 
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^ analogotui in any -way to Caleutitu After all, w« pride ourseives 
mi Caloutta as being tbe j&rst city in India, and we differ from Simla in 
ibiis respect that, while accommodation can be had here \fithout Gorern- 
ment help, in Simla, but for the action of Government, accommodation for 
so many' members would have been impossible. In the same way, at 
Baisena in Belhi, only Government could undertake the housing of the 
members. In Calcutta we are quite aware that difficulties as regards 
hiiuse accommodation exist, and at the present moment they are parti¬ 
cularly acute, though we hope that with the extension of building which 
is. going on these difficulties may become less in time. There are, no 
doubt, difficulties, and $ certain amount of inconvenience must be felt by 
those who cannot find accommodation at a reasonable price. But the 
case is certainly not like Simla and Belhi where accommo^tion is not 
available at all. In Calcutta there is trouble and inconveniencA but 
accommodation can be found, and it is not the case that we find members 
of this Council sleeping on the maidan. 

That is the position as it strikes Government. The cost of any scheme 
of building is obviously great. We asked the Public Works Bepartment 
if they, could give any estimate, and they said that accommodation 
for eight;f^members would cost about Bs. 18,00,000. That estimate is 
unreliable in so far as we do not know the exact number and description 
of those who would occupy any building, but this much is certain that it 
would cost money, and in our present financial situation it would be unwise 
to embark upon such a costly enterprise. We see a huge outlay looming 
in the very near future when we have to construct a new Council Cham¬ 
ber, and from the remarks which have been made in criticism of our exist* 
ing accommodation, that scheme, I take it, will meet with the approba¬ 
tion of every one; but it is bound to be an expensive scheme directly 
connected with this Council. That being so, I would hesitate before 
embarking upon yet another scheme involving a large outlay. We give 
allowances to members of Council which are meant to meet their expenses 
in Calcutta. If it can be shown that their reasonable expenses are not 
covered by these allowances, then by all means let the matter be re¬ 
examined with a view to their being enhanced; but for the present I 
should be reluctant to go further. 


Kuin&r SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAYS I oppose the motion on 
grounds of propriety and of expense. Only the other day we refused to 
provide a residence for the Chief Justice and to-day we come before the 
House with a demand for a house for ourselves. We are given decent 
allowances and accommodation is not wanting here. So, Sir, I do not 
fifid any necessity for providing a special residence for the members 
of this Council. 1 oppose the resolution. 

^ ANN ADA CHAR AN DUTTAs From this afternoon’s discus- 

aj(onT ri^alise the position which I felt when the question of the time of 
sitting of the Council was first raised in this House. I have now come 
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to realise that the mufassal members are perhaps the fifth or sixth whei^ 
of this Council. We know that our precious time is wasted—we may 
consider it precious but it has no meaning absolutely to the Calcutta 
people here. The Eajas, Rajas’ sons, the Maharajas, the samindars, 
big barristers and High Court Judges on pension, or otherwise, I do not 
know, have got their palatial buildings and permanent houses here. It 
is for their sake that we are compelled to sit till seven in the evening 
and waste the best hours of morning having come from hundreds and 
hundreds of miles away. But now you will not provide us with accom- 
modation'and just as my friend Babu Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta has 
described, you compel us to move from pillar to post and from post to 
pillar, and perhaps it is to the interest of some persons that these mufas- 
sal members who make their position uncomfortable would soon go away 
for want of suitable accommodation here. At the time of fixing the 
hours of the Council meeting it was noticed that these mufassal members 
usually absented themselves from the latter part of the meetings. Who 
knows that this was not one of the reasons for fixing the hours of the 
meeting in the afternoon. So sometimes. Sir, the wish is the farther to 
the argument, and so it appears that because you wish that my fellow 
members like Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta and others shoiBd not be 
present at the Council meeting and waste your valuable time and prevent 
you from doing something which you would like to do, therefore, the 
more these people are driven off from Calcutta the better. It has been 


said sometimes that the mufassal lawyers should be driven off from 
the precincts of the Calcutta High Court, and perhaps the time has 
come when they should be driven away from the Council precincts 
as well. We have no place to leave in and what is the good of coming 
here and showing that we are so many M. L. C’s. Now, Sir, you 
will at once realise that unless a man settles down and has a room 
to study, what is the good of only coming here and talking rubbish 
which has been described by some of the local papers as useless. 
Therefore, it is necessary that we should • have some accommodation. 
Not that we want it gratis. My friend Kumar Shib Shekhareswar 
Ray is perhaps under the idea that we want it gratis. If we get 
proper accommodation we will pay for it. As dircumstauces stand/ t 
have to beg for accommodation of several of my friends.. No doubt sq^ 
of them offered me accommodation but it would have been sim^ to 
inconvenience them. And what is the result? The result is ono day.l' 
stop at one place, another day at another place, and .consequently thef 
notice of meeting of the Judicial Committee for the day before yesterday, 
did not reach me in time for me to attend it. If yon mBy Trnnt 
from ua yon on^U to csot wa 

compared with the people of Cakut^v » 

- w.,.tt.na th. Counoil-I know thm u 
latorreiiiiie Saturdsy, and 
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to meet oui* escpensee. Tlus is the way in which we are treated aiid if 
this is not shabby, treatment, I do not know what it is. We do not get 
any P®y* I appeal to you to consider whether that is sufficient even lor 
tl^ purpose of pa^g our conveyance charges if we have got to come and 
attend the Council from some distance. It costs me Es. 2-2-0 to come to 
the Council in a taxi-cab. 

The PRESIDENTS The (question before the Souse is for providing 
accommodation for the members. We are not concerned with the ques¬ 
tion of the payment of taxi hire. 


Bnbu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTAlS I abide by your decision. It 
will certainly be proper for Government to give us some accommodation 
and the accommodation will not be required by all the people because 
some of them have got houses here, only twenty-five or thirty people will 
want accommodation and will gladly pay rent for the same. 


Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadurs I must say that I fully sym¬ 
pathise with the difficulties which my mufassal friends have to face in 
coming and living in Calcutta for a week or eight or ten days at a stretch. 
I know from my personal knowledge that maiiy of them do not find any 
suitable accommodation and even some of them have to hover round to 
get accommodation, and I think, therefore, that the resolution requires 
a more sympathetic consideration from Government, but at the same 
time I quite agree with the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler that it is not 
possible to^embark on such a huge expenditure of 14 or 20 lakhs of rupees. 
I think the matter might be. examined further and .that some arrange¬ 
ments may be made by which temporary accommodation may be secured 
for the mufassal members during their stay in Calcutta. Of course, I do 
not make any concrete proposal here, but one suggestion occurred to me 
and that is this: that Government may perhaps help those members who 
require accommodation by inquiring and finding out whether accommo¬ 
dation is available in various Hindu and Muhammadan boarding houses 
and hostids. I think if such arrangements are made by Government, it 
will be very easy for them on their arrival in Calcutta to get ready accqm- 
ihodation to Kve; otherwise I know they will be, as they are now, put to 
considcureble difficulties. I must say that, although my friend Eumar 
Shib- Shekhareswar Bay said that we have disallowed the Chief Justice’s 
rest^mce and therefore the mufassal members who come here at 


the^sacrificie of their profession, time and income shpuld not he provided 
withtaoconmodetioni that does not hold good at all. The Kumar Sahib 
eiuy difficulty—I know he had no difficulty in' getting 
, aqso^ibndatiim in: CalcUtta; Imt there are members who have ednsidi^ • 
in getting suitaWe aqcommodatidn. I thiiik^ 

^on ^jh^Be aeoei^ in ^ way that 


*.'■ * 
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will not be very large, but those who are not in a position to get. ready 
accommodation will be greatly helped. I know there^ are lots of board¬ 
ing houses in Calcutta and it will not be very difficult to reserve rooms 
for the accommodation of mufassal members at these places. I am 
inclined to think at the same time that the allowance of Es. 10 per diem 
is a very miserable pittance. I think I may say this, that it hardly 
covers the cost of gharry-hire of members. Of course, it does not effect 
the Calcutta members and they are not entitled to it. 

The PRESIDENT: The question of increasing the daily allowance 
of members is not before the House. 


Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: That has been referred to by 
the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, and I think that matter ought to be taken 
into consideration. 


Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: It is impossible 
for us to build houses at 3 or 4 lakhs of rupees. We have got 
no money. Therefore the only course left to us—and that is the course 
recommended by the mover—is that we should rent houses. It should 
be clearly understood, as the mover has said, and so far as I am aware— 
I have spoken to most of the members—the members will pay reasonable 
rent. If that be so, there can be no objection to Government sfmply 
noting as an intermediary for getting houses on rent. On this footing 
alone this resolution should be supported and I understand the mover 
wants nothing more. He made it clear in his opening speech—wish 
he had made it still more clear. We do not wish to add to the burdens 
of Government any more. We know our primary needs are not met 
and we cannot allow fresh burdens to be imposed upon Government. 


Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: I must say that I^sympathise 
with those gentlemen who have asked for this concession. I am perfectly 
sure that unless these gentlemen had beeb put to the greatest difficully 
they would not have brought this matter before the Council. Naturally 
everybody is anxious not to bring such matters before the Council or 
the public, but now they have found it almost impossible to get over all 
this trouble and inconvenience about getting accommodation and ihat 
is the reason why they have brought it to the notice of the Council. 9ir 
Henry Wheeler has said that Government will have to incur an expendi¬ 
ture of about Es. 14 lakhs if accommodation is to be provided ihr tke 
members. I venture to think that it need not be so. t tiiink there wiE 
be no difficulty at all if we rent three of four houses in the Indian quartn' 
of the town at Es. 6,000 or Rs. 6,000 a year. It is <|uite possible^to. 'get 
three or four houses of this description which wiU Uf^ommodate 
.jg^tlemen. These gentlemen are willing to pay Es^ 10 or Be. 

each room they will occupy, and so the whde amoimt 
e^ly realised. The only question is whether the Goveminent it. 
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to tiUco- that Hitle amount of trouble which is necessary to see to the con- 
▼enience of the mufassal members. A very small expenditure is required 
from the public exchequer. 1 therefore think that I ought to support 
this resolution. 

So far as Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray’s observations are concerned, 
that when we have not voted a house for the Chief Justice, we must not 
provide accommodation for the mufassal members, I think he did noi 
quite follow the discussion on that resolution. He does not seem to 
know why that was not allowed. The particular reason for which I 
mpved that resolution was that it was not desirable that the Chief 
Justice should have a residence provided by the Government of Bengal. 
There was considerable force in that. All that those gentlemen ask for is 
that they may be provided with accommodation for which they are will¬ 
ing to pay. We all know the difficulty—the European gentlemen may 
not know it—in getting accommodation here. 1 asked one of my friends 
where he was living as I wanted to go and see him. He said that he had 
been unable to get a suitable house and that the house he was living in 
was a wretched place for any one to go. I said that it did not matter— 
it was our birthright to live in wretched place^. I went there and found 
that the place was indeed a wretched one—and some European, members 
will not put even their dogs or horses there. But what could the gentle¬ 
man do; he could not secure a suitable house. The'se gentlemen come here 
for a few days, and they cannot be expected to get a house of even 
a modest ske for Rs. 120 or Rs. 160 a month. Within Half a mile of the 
tram line we cannot get a house worth living in for less than Rs. 150 a 
mouth. That is the difficulty, and I feel it. I am therefore strongly of 
opinion that something should be done- for these gentlemen. It is not 
necessary that a large amount should be spent. After deducting the 
rent realized from the members it will come if at all to about Rs. 6,000 or 
Rs. 6,000 a year. I think it will be quite easy to provide accommodation 
in this way. , 

Babu TAMKAHATH CHAUDHLRI: I beg to support this resolu- 
tiou. When I came dcwn to Calcutta tu attend this meeting I had a 
mind not to support this resolution, bu< .as luck would have it, I have 
been put to the greatest difficulty possible in finding out accommodation 
for myself. I have taken a room in the Aijya Nibas building and I have 
to pay a rent of Rs. 6 a day and I have to get my food cooked on the 
roof of the house, and yesterday, while I was taking my food, God was 
kind*eiv>tf&l‘ ^ shower and I was fully drenched. I would 

not have supported this resolution only for the inconvenience of one mem¬ 
ber, but the thing is many of us find difficulty in getting good accomodar 
ttoft) I hiave been trying to get a house, but no house can be had 
<me tu^ $ leftse for a year ait least. I would not say more about these 
Mif friend Badha Charan Pal Bahadur) says that no 
avi^l^ on acoountol the' Bent Act. If a house like the 



r»90 ACOOMAfODATIOK f oa liTTf ASJjIAL HEMBEES. [ 13 th r^t 

Samavaya Mansions could be rented, we would be glad to pay rent at 
Rs. 8 or Es. 4 per diem p»r room for tbe period we occupy ibe same* 
and if some such arrangement could be made, it would relieve us a great 
deal. With these words, I beg to support this resolution. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER; Sir, with your permission 
may 1 make a suggestion ? 

The PRE8IDENT : It would be better if you make your obrorvations 
after I have finished with the list. There are some more speakers on the 
list. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: It might shorten the die- 
cussion if 1 made my suggestion now. The matter is not one which 
can conveniently be discussed in Council. The best thing would be if 
we discussed things at a round-table conversation with those Council 
members who have experienced difficulties. We can then see what pre¬ 
cisely their difficulties are, and whether there is any way of meeting 
them, and I am quite ready to deal with the question in that way. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: After the observations which have 
been made by the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, I beg to withdraw • iny 
resolution. 

The resolution was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


Control of fairs and “melas.** 


Rai MAH EN DR A CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: *<This Council 
recommend to the Government that early ste^ be taken to undertake 
necessary legislation to ensure proper control of fairs and melast and also 
for the prevention of the outbreak of cholera and other epidemics in the 
Presidency of Bengal." 


In moving the resolution I may be. permitted to begin by saying 
that fairs and festivals, religious or otherwise, are old and useful instita- 
tions and these had and have their use in more sense than one. Relaxa¬ 
tion fi’om a day’s labour and a little bit of enjoyment and merry-niaking- 
are only its outward features. We can make these institutions more 
useful. In fact, one can, with great advantage, make use of these 
gatherings as centres for spreading ideas of sani^tion, agricultural needs, 
and improvements and aU other works of public utility. Up till, nc^, 
regulation of these fairs and festivals, and sanitrn^ arrangements, whi^/ 
as a matter of necessity, ought to form the first item, of work in 
festivals, has all along been practically left to chance, t^ 
that inadequate sanitary arrangements (and in many cansf* Suh' 
arrangements are made) provided for such a^atbewyiffa' 
setiqus outbreak of epidemics. ’ ”, ^ 
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I i^nk it wUl sot be out of place to snestion that in Hesgial se^it is, 
^ ja fotigfh eetusate 1,100 fairs asd festivals are yearly held in different 
p«tte of the country, and they are distributed ae follows; 


( 1 ) Burdwan district ' ‘ ... ... 7 g 

( 2 ) Birbhum district ... ... 17 

(3) Bankura district ... ... 129 

(4) Hidnapore district ... ... 34 

( 6 ) Hoogldy district ... ... 50 

iO) Serampore Subdivision ... 7 

(IDj Howrah district ... ,.. 17 

( 8 ) 24-Parganas distt-ict ... ... 139 

(9) Murshidabad district ... ... 70 

. (10) Nadia district ... ... 55 

( 11 ) Jessore district ... ... 54 

(12) Khulna district ... ... 18 

(13) Rajshahi district ... ... 2 

(14) Jalpaiguri district ... ... 7 

(15) Darjeeling district ... ... 5 

(16) Malda district ,.. ... ]3 

(17) Dinajpur district ,... ... 40 

(18) Kangpur district ... ... 40 

(19) Bogra district ... ... 34 

( 20 ) Pabna district ... ... 83 

( 21 ) Dacca district ... ... 82 

( 22 ) Faridpur district ... ... 31 

(23) Mymensingh district ... ... 33 

(24) Bakarganj district ... ... 49 

(26) Tippera district ... I 7 

(26) Noakhali district ... 6 

(27) Chittagong^ district ... ... 16 


If further inquiries are made, perhaps it will be found that the num¬ 
ber of fairs and festivals in Bengal is larger than what I have given 
and these fairs and festivals are visited by, approximately speaking, no 
les^ than 60 lakhs of persons. This figure will speak for the significance 
of the gathering, I contend that legislative measures for the regulation 
of these fairs and festivals and gatherings in places of pilgrimage are 
not only very necessary but has been long overdue, and I do not think 
that we havu been a gainer for it, ' 

The places of i»lgrimage require to be classified, and it is to be noted 
thdt ^ete are permanent centres of pilgrimage, such as Tarkeswar, Kali- 
gliifti,iTribeni, Navadwip, Chandrauath, Tarapit, and many other places 
cfeandtityi while temporary centres of pilgrimage are of .a sufficienlly 
la^ttuifiber. Besides, there are limny auspicious days for bathing ^ • 
^ aad'i bn these day^^^ people—men, woiAen and 

.Wdruu^^ther together on the banks bf the Ganges and other ri^rs to 
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Lave a dip; jknd the rivers are held sacred by them, the Ganga-Saga$ 
mela being the most important of its kind. 

It requires no argument on my part to prove that gatherings of heter¬ 
ogeneous crowds in all the fairs and festivals, for want of a proper 
system to regulate these small, large, and huge gatherings, are always 
responsible for the outbreak and spread of epidemics,* especially cholera. 
We will be failing in our duty if we do not undertake to improve the situ¬ 
ation. Suitable accommodation for pilgiims and visitors during their 
stay, hospitals for the sick, isolation camps for infectious diseases, supply 
of pure drinking water and unadulterated and wholesome food and sufB- * 
cient conservancy and latrine arrangements are the essential require¬ 
ments for regulating all fairs and festivals. 

It may be argued that sanitary improvement in permanent centres of 
pilgrimage can be effected without recourse to legislative measures. 

I am of different opinion and I prefer to have a comprehensive piece of 
legislation for the regulation of all kinds of fairs and festivals and for all 
temporary and permanent centres of pilgrimage. Of course, I am not 
unaware of the fact that fairs and festivals are of different kinds and 
character. In framing any legislation, no doubt, this fact also has to 
be taken into consideration. We are also to bear in mind the huge 
gatherings on definite dates every year in places of pilgrimage and sanc¬ 
tity like Tribeni (Hooghly), Ganga-Sagar, Tarkeswar, Navadwip, 
Ghosepara, Nangalbuud, Nekmaro and numerous other places all over 
Bengal. 

I may refer also to resolution No. 205, dated the 7th, November, 
1877; “It must be remembered that fairs generally entail overcrowding 
and are often associated with privation and fatigue to travellers coming 
frojn a distance, circumstances which are favourable to disease. When 
cholera threatens, or is actually present in the part of the province where 
any fair is about to be held, the inhabitants of all districts from which 
the people generally congregate should be warned of the great risk they 
incur. If the disease is severe or threatens to be so, then the fair 
should be actually prohibited." 

The Puri Lodging-House Act and sections 100 and 115 of the Local 
Self-Government Act of 1885 have recognised the necessity. But the 
provisions of neither of the Acts are adequate for the pnq[}er control of 
fairs and festivals; and, in practice, the limited power gi'^n, is rarely 
applied. As regards fairs within municipal areas, well, there is practL 
cally no control. At the present time, hundreds of fairs and festivals 
are held in various parts of Bengal without sanitary snpervision or con¬ 
trol of any sort. As a result, cholera and other epidemics are contin^ly 
being spread all over the country. 

Tjegislation should proceed by placing responsibility for the control 
.of fairs and ,gatherings on responsible local authorities f^d the 
prietors who are benefited by the income derived, - ^p^^y; , 

are ^ he made responsibe for fairs, festivals apd^gatherini^ 
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' TBspeotive areasi A fair wholly withia munipical area oug^ht to be (^n» 
' trolled by the municipality, which will reimburse itself for the necee- 
sa^ expenditure by levying a special fee. 

Fairs' and festivals within limits of union committees ought to be 
■ controlled hy them, as provided for in section 26 of the Villnsre T^ocal 
Seif-Qovemment Act and those outside municipalities and union com¬ 
mittees can be placed under the management of some responsible author¬ 
ity. But in cases of melas of more than local interest, it is advis¬ 
able either to empower the District Magistrate to control them, as is 
now done in the cases of large fairs in other parts of India, or to create 
special authorities for this purpose composed of representatives of the 
special interests involved. It is not for me to dictate details. The 
importance of the matter is its best recommendation and 1 have do doubt 
that this Council will look into the grave issues involved and do an act 
of bare justice to the people by according me an unanimous support. 

Although we find that there are two sections in the Bengal Local Self- 
Government Act—sections 100 and 115—dealing with these matters, 
section 115 had been repealed by a subsequent Act. Section *26 of the 
Village Self-Government Act only states that arrangements may be made 
for sanitation and conservancy purposes and also for fairs and mela». 
1 Wider another section of that \ct power is given to frame rules, hut 
what I wish to impress u^vm the members is that, though I do not 
know whether the rules have been framed or not, it is necessary that 
when the rules are framed they should be on as comprehensive lines as 
the Puri Lodging-House Act. Although the district seems to be a net¬ 
work of union committees, still we find that in many places union com¬ 
mittees have not been formed and consequently the Act is not in opera¬ 
tion. In municipal areas the same argument applies mutatis mutandis. 
Therefore it is necessary that an Act should be enacted. Now it is 
necessary to provide for good drinking water, to give lodgings to the pil¬ 
grims, to have latrine accommodation. All these things are to be pro¬ 
vided, and unless we have a comprehensive Act for the purpose, the mere 
fact that there is an allusion in one of the sections of the Village Self- 
Government Act is'not, in my humble opinion, sufdcient for the purpose. 
Although so early as 1877 Government issued a notification to th^ effect 
that^ the people concerned should themselves look after sanitation, I 
suppose that nothing has been done. There are many people. Sir, who 
derive benefits—great benefits—from these fairs, hut they do nothing. 
I do.not want to mention their names. But there are young men, we 
find, go to the fairs, offering voluntary service and do something 
for tlfe people who congregate there. I do not wish to take any more 
time'of the Council, but I emphasise the fact that legislation is neces- 
sary.. 

^ lilaliarftit KWtAUNiSH OHAMDRA ROY Bahadur: X rise to a 
^ order* Is there a qumrum in thq House? 
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The PRESIDENT: 1 think there is. 'I countecl only five minutes, 
ago. * . ' , ... 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: The House includes the 
whole building. (Cries of No/' “ No/’) 

The PRESIDENT: There are more than 25 at the moment in the 
Chamber. 

Babu TANKANATH GHAUDHURI : I sympathise with the motives 
of the mover of the resolution. Under the present system the District 
Officers look to the sanitation of every fair, and 1 do not think that there 
is any necessity for making any stringent law. Sir, in the district of 
Binajpur, there are many big fairs, and I am one of the proprietors of 
the famous Nekmurd fair. I do not think that there is any necessity 
of pressing for any more stringent rules as regards the making of sani> 
tary arrangements for fairs. 

Adjournment. 

At this stage, as there was no quorum, the Council was adjourned 
till 3 o’clock the next day. 



CONTEOXiOFFilES AJ?p '\MELAS.» m 

>r0oaiiliiig» tht BMigal LagislaCive Gounoif MsamlM umllr the 
provisions Of the Government of Imlia Act. 

I'BE Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall« 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 14th July, 1921, at 3 f.h. 

Present: 

, The Hon*ble the President, the Hon*ble the four Members of the 
; ExecutiTe Council, the Hon’ble the thiee Ministers, and 87 nominated 
and elected members. 

Control of fairs and “ melas.** 

The PRESIDENTS (the Hon’ble NawiA Sir Syed Shams-ul-Hiida): 

Order! Order! The discussion on Bai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur’s 
resolution regarding the control of fairs and melas will 1)e resumed. 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: There are fairs the proprietors of 
which are private persons, and for the better sanitation of these fairs 
they may be held responsible. The local bodies may not be burdened 
with any expenditure on that account. 

Withihese few words, I beg to support the resolution. 

MINISTER in. charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF. 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea) : I am sure 
I speak the sense of this House when I say that we have listened with 
the utmost attention and interest to the admirable speech of the hon’ble 
mover of this resolution. I think I said some time back in referring to 
one of his resolutions, that he is an enthusiast on the subject of public 
health. Well, a deliberative assembly like this, always gains by 
the presence of an enthusiast, if only he is reasonable and moderate. 1 
think my friend belongs to this category. 1 may say at once that I 
have great pleasure in accepting this resolution. I have not heard a 
single note of dissent in connection with it. My friend has discussed 
the suhjeet in all its bearings, most exhaustively, both as regards details 
apd' principles. He has given us a list of the various places in whch 
= an^ fairs are held, covering, I believe, the whole of Bengal. He 

hM point out the inadequacy of the arrangements that prevail 

ih' i^ccmec^n with metas and fairs. He has^ referred to the Puri Lodg- 
j^^dnse Act, but that, I think, does not apply to Bengal. . Then he 
' M certain provisions in the Village Self-Government Act 

ediiwrved^^^^^ they are insuMclent. Well, be that as it mav. 
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Government is entirely at one in thinking, that the time has come lor 
legislation in this respect. These fairs are growing, they are incrraelng' 
in size, volume and number. It is necessary that there should be defi¬ 
nite principles to regulate and control them. Their control cannot be 
wholly left to the discretion of local bodies hoWever earnest and however 
capable they may be. Therefore, legislation by Government, it appears 
to my mind, has become absolutely necessary. Legislation was suggested 
by Dr. Bentley some time ago. At a conference of Divisional Com¬ 
missioners held in 1919, his recommendations were accepted, and pro- 
>i8ions were introduced into the Public Health Bill. That Bill has been 
circulated among the District Boards and now that this resolution has 
been brought forward, the matter will be expedited. Therefore, I hope, 
to be able to act on this resolution as soon as we are placed in possession 
of the necessary information. I do not think 1 need detain the House 
any longer. I have great pleasure in accepting the resplution. 

Rai MAH EN DR A CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: 1 thank the 

Hon’ble Minister for accepting my resolution. Practical experience 
suggested me to come to this Council and urge upon it the acceptance 
of this resolution. No one has thought more on the subject than I 
have done, and, therefore, when I got an opportunity I did not miss it. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Ayurvedic Medicine. 


Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: ** This Council recom¬ 
mends to the Government that a committee consisting of one official 
and one non-official member of this Council, one distinguished allo¬ 
pathic physician, one distinguished allopathic surgeon and two distin¬ 
guished kavirajes, with the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Medi-. 
cal Department as President, be formed to consider and report, after 
taking such evidence as may be thought necessary, as to what practical 
steps may be taken for the restoration and development of the Ayurvedic 
system of treatment, with special attention to the question of the teach¬ 
ing of the Ayurvedic system, with necessary modification, under iwqt- 
per supervision and control.” 


It is not a new question that is raised to-day in this Council. The 
question as to what value should be attached tojfche system of Ayurvedic 
medicine was discussed, as for as I remexaber, on ^e last occasion , in 
March, 1918, in connection with a proposal made by my friendi Baljd 
Surendra Nath Ray, in this Council for granting subsidies th.the Astshga 
Ayurvedic Yidyalaya established in,this city by, Havii^ jamini 
Ray, This system is well suited to the Indian dhinste and " 

of the country—^it is an admitted fact. The only difi|cuity th^ wis- 
felt Aen ^as that there was an objection as to whether it 
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|zit«ied «a A aoiesiific system, and my friend, Br. Nilratan Sarkan 
ibp|X)Bed it then on the ground, that a preliminary inquiry was necessary. 
H»' said: . 

Onr ancestors did not stop at these instincts; they adranced to empirical redpes 
based upon extensive observations and generatisaiions. These , empiricisms are the 
empiridsms of a pre-scientifio era. Then, they further proceeded by methodical 
observation to inductions and classifications mixed, of course, with inevitable errors 
and.superstitions; and next there came an era of hypothesis and speculation em- 
bodfed in comprehensive sutraa, that is, enunciations, each of which covers with 
foidial precisimi a vast assemblage of observed facts. Thus a stage of provisional 
. science was reached. This is all that I can claim for the' splendid system of 
therapeutics that was brought into existence by our ancestors; but no more. 

Dr. Sarkar weut on to say: 

But the provisional science of the Ayurvedic school has done yeoman service 
in the past in helping to cultivate the medical and therapeutical resources of India 
in Indian climate and under Indian environments; that is to say, in'relation to 
the diseases that prevailed in India in former times. Thus, a system of therapeu* 
tics was built up and it is my hope that this precious heirloom of ours will not 
be allowed to be lost under the pressing obsequiousness of the obstinate scepticism 
of the West on the one side and the credulity of the East on the other. 

He suggested that much of the truth that is contained in these 
systems will be incorporated in the curriculum' of our students and that 
to do that a good deal of preliminary research work-will have to be 
done to separate a large mass of dross from the pnre gold that is there. 

This question alsu arose recently in the Imperial Council; the pro¬ 
posal was that in every province there should he Ayurvedic and XJnani 
schools and colleges established. It was opposed by Major-General 
Edwards. He thought that, as an independent system, it cannot be recog¬ 
nised, but the allopathic system might take advantage of this ancient 
system, and that State aid should not he given to these institutions 
independent of the method followed in the Western system. Sir William 
Vincent was very S 3 rmpathetic to this proposal and he was^prepared to 
forward, for the consideration of the Local Governments, the proceed¬ 
ings of the Council, but as the mover of the resolution pressed for the 
acceptance of the resolution and for an executive order, it could not be 
accepted. Sir William YincenJ; observed that the facilities of mediocd 
treu^caent in this country are very inadequate, and that we should do 
all we can to increase them. The theoretical objections against this 
i^stmn of medicine should not avail where practical experience .has 
. flhpvra that it is capable of healing our ailments. 

That provision for medical aid is very inadequate is well known 
to ud aiid'efforts have been made now and then for pressing upon Gov- 
f^iaient Chat more medical schools and colleges should be established. 
Here'm a system, of medicine which is well suited to the Indians. "It 
lids be§n- in existence from a very ancient period 'and it has h^n. api»re- 
. by more than 90 per cent, ‘of'ihe people of India.' So it is ve^ 

^js sy'stepi 9hQj|i{4 be encouraged. A- difficulty was fcH 
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viz., that some preliminary investigation was necessary as to how iho, 
system could be imim>ved and what addition conld be made to this, 
ancient system. With the object of having this investigation I brought 
forward this proposal for the establishment of a committee consistmg 
of expert members of the different systems having special knowledge of 
them—^the Kavirajes, the Allopathic physicians, the Homoeopathic 
physicians and others of the various different systems—^for the purpose 
of considering as to what practical steps should be taken for the re8tora> 
tion and development of the Ayurvedic system. I am much thankful 
to Government for the recent introduction of the rules published in 
June last empowering District Boards to open dispensaries and hospitstls 
following this system or any system other than Allopathic. 1 believe 
my resolution has been lightened by the introduction of these rules. 
It is already admitted that this system is suited to us and encouragement 
may accordingly be given to it. I know full well that the Minister ip 
charge of the Medical Department is well aware of the benefits that can - 
be derived from this system, and he is very keen about its further develop¬ 
ment. As the District Boards have been authorised to recoj^ise these 
institutions and to grant facilities and subsidies to them, it is but a 
necessary corollary that a special committee should be formed to see 
what improvement can be introduced in this ancient system. 

I think I need not make any further remarks and I hope that Gov¬ 
ernment will be kind enough to accept my resolution and that a com¬ 
mittee will be formed consisting of members as suggested by me. 


DRi HAS8AN SUHRAWARDY moved, by way of amendment, *Hhat 
after the word ‘Eavirajes’ the words ‘and two. distinguished Hakims* 
be added and that for the words ‘the Ayurvedic system* the words ‘the’ 
Ayurvedic and Tihbi or Dnani systems ’ be substituted.** 

After what has been said by our esteemed friend, Babu Eishori 
Mohan Chaudhuri, the cause of reviving indigenous systems of medicine 
or at least to make a scientfic inquiry into their methods, is hardly in need 
of additional support. I however desire to put the special claims of the^- 
Unani or Tihbi system of medicine before the Council. The sphexe of 
useful influence of this system, extended vfrom the pillars of* Hercules to 
the great walls of China, through a much wider and larger area than an^ ' 
Eastern system ever enjoyed. This, however, is not the occasion to re¬ 
count the exploits of the Professors of the Academy at Baghdad and pf ■ 
the centres of learning at Cordova, Saville or Granada, who held aloft 
torch of Science and civilisation during the middle ages wh^ re|!l!,.>' 
of Europe was in darkness. Sir, in medical literature the names ofi-t)^; 
Saracenic Surgeon A1 Rhazes and the Physician Avecinna are as\ jpreili|?ISI 
those of* Galen and Hippocrates of the Greeks, ^ougk ihil^ 

> Ibrietine glory, though bereft of State patronage, yet 

medicine has even in modem times hfdd its ' 

tildia but beyond. The rich and the poor, ^like the " 
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l&e.pvople of liidiaj hare recofpiisod their efficacy. Many a poor stifterar 
|bAA':{fot relief nhder this system after having knocked in vain for re*JOV«cy 
at ^e doors of hther systems of the noble art of healing for months and 
yea^l 

^Tbrnre is much to; be said in support of reviving and modernising tbia 
'sysiem. - The proverbial nugget of gold may get hidden under a heap 
of mbbishi which, in the course of time, gathers over most things. Many 
remarkable recoveries under the Tibbi system have been known to many 
of u4. The effectivS trea,tment of different diseases by the linlciTna of the 
Rouses of Hasiq-ul-Mulk of Delhi and of Lucknow under this system is 
too well known to require repetition. Many a wonderful story of most 
temarkable cui^es and recoveries by the well-known hakims like the late 
iGlholam Nabi Khan, Syed Quasim Ali, and Hakim Sajjad are narrated in 
this city by old inhabitants. When we turn to modern tunes, I am sure 
that the personal experience of such great authorities as a past Member 
of the Executive Council and a Minister of the present Government of 
Bengal will bear out the marvellous effects of the hakimi treatment of 
the late Hakim Abdul Hamid of Patna, of Shafaul Mulk, Hakim Abdur 
Rashid Khan, Khan Bahadur, and of Hakim Shabpir of Calcutta. These 
men are alive and can at the present moment demonstrate the effects of the 
tJnani system of medicine. It is a great pity that the Tibbi system of 
medicine is allowed to die out, for want of State aid and encouragement. 


I therefore beg to support the resolution of Babu Kishori Mohan 
Chaudhuri to ,take steps for the restoration and development of the 
Ayurvedic system of treatment in a scientific way, but I would like to 
add that Hakims of rep\}te might also be associated in the proposed Com¬ 
mittee and the IJnani system gets its just and adequate share. As to the 
personnel of the committee I would like to leave it in the hands of the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Medical Department. 


Rai dOGENDRA CHUNDER GH08E Bahadurs It is very difficult 
to oppose a resolution dictated by motives of patriotism. We have heard 
much of the history of the Kaviraji and the IJnani systems, but I fear 
the history of these medicines is -very little known. Is it known to 
many of us here that the Susmita and the Charaka, the basis of oUr 
Kiaviraji system were taken to Babylon and to Baghdad, and thence to 
Greece, to Macedon, Athens and Rome? Is it known that'the Hnani 
system is to a great extent based upon the Ayui^edic system and the 
^etem le also based upon these two systems ? The difference is 
. ;^e -modern Eurc^ean system is scientific and the ancient 
syiitei^,filn]^.isro. As T told you the day before yesterday the difference 
’ h^ur4en them is as the d^ifference between the glories of astronomy and 
of astrology. What is meant by saying ** scientMo 
qohaection with a system which is wholly empirib ' Does - 

in Constantmopie the Midbammadani ■ 
nptf thb TTuani 
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Is it known that Japan—^progressiTe Japan—^has adopted the EnropeiA 
scientific system and not the old Chinese, Japanese or the Indian system f 
Let us not go back to the old days. I belong to the party of progress. 
Our motto is “Advance India.*’ There is no going back: this must be 
clearly understood—and understanding this, you may do anything you 
like. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: These systems of medicine— 
the Ayurvedic and the XJnani systems—are of very Ipng standing and it 
is a pity that these two systems of medicine may die away from India. 
The European medicines are often found to be too strong for the Indians. 
We aU know that when European medicines fail in giving relief to the 
sufferers from old diseases one generally has to take recourse to the 
Ayurvedic or Unani systems of medicine. Our friend Bai Jogendra 
Chunder Chose Bahadur says that we should always try to make an 
advance in everything; but advance does not mean that we should do 
u^vay with everything that we have got, even everything that is good and 
desirable. An advance cannot be made by doing away with our best 
traditions. I would like to say one thing in this connection. We know 
that there are various indigenous drugs which are of greater—if I am 
not alh’wed to use the word greater I may »ay uf equal- efficacy an the 
European drugs, and these should not be allowed to die away. We find 
nowadays that quinine is administered as the remedy for malaria, but 
from our experience we know that there are other equally efficacious drugs 
,BUch as Notabij: I do not know the jaw-breaking Italian name of that 
plant. We have found that in many cases it has done immense good to 
the patients. If we could develop the indigenous drugs or, if we could 
have a garden where these plants could be grown, the country would 
gain much. It is a question which 1 hope will receive sympathetic treat¬ 
ment at the hands of the Government. We are importing many drugs 
from other countries and there is no reason why we should kill uur own 
drugs. 

With these words, I support the resolution. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I rise to say a few words about 
this resolution. I do so with a certain amount of diffidence, for what t 
may say to this Counpil on this occasion is capable of being misunder¬ 
stood. I happen to be a votary of the school which is known aa the 
Allopathic system of medicine and that is the reason why my x^hu^lls 
about other systems are, I fear, capable of being, mmunderstpod. 
whatever that may be, on this occasion, I feel it my duty, to fienk]^ si^ 
what is uppermost in my mind* 

, • f j I • / 

My friend Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, the mover of tl^ 
h^ framed it in such a manner that it becomes 
s^nd what he intends to do. Before I say what t aettiany M 
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iLystdois of Ayurvedic end Unani, I would like to point out to tke mover of 
tke reedution certain things whidi arise in my mind in connectioii with 
the wording of the resolution. My friend, I fear, has made a hotch-potch 
resolution. He has put in in the same cauldron Ayurvedic and Hnani 
,and over and above that my friend Dr. Suhrawardy has added the Tihbi 
system. What would the result be, supposing a committee is formed. 
The committee is asked by this resolution to take practical steps for the 
restoration and development of the Ayurvedic system of treatment and, 
I understand, that Dr. Suhrawardy's amendment would have the Tibbi 
system as well. Situated as we are in this country, where we have 
several systems of treatment prevalent all the country over, what would 
be the result of an attempt to restore a particular system and to develop 
it. I believe the daj’^s are past for any particular system to be developed 
or restored. Those who have eyes will see that all the world over there 
is a movement for keeping what is true and scientific and for weeding out 
what is not true and what is not relied upon. When I was a student of 
the Medical College, the Professor who taught us Materia Medica used 
to begin his lecture by congratulating us for belonging to the country 
which has given birth to Charaka and Su'srutaT—the two eminent physi¬ 
cians. I have not been $ible to forget it and I have up to this time carried 
my veneration for these two illustrious persons. I am proud that I am 
a countryman of these eminent men, who took their birth several centuries 
ago and evolved a system which has become the wonder of the world. 
Whatever that may be, would that justify us in these days of modern 
science and of improvement all the world over in sticking to our own old 
things and not introducing the searchlight of modern science ? I do not 
know anything about the IJnani system, but we have some knowledge 
about the teachings of Ayurveda. Undoubtedly the Ayurveda is based 
upon a system which has much to be proud of and which can teach even 
at this time very great things. But it does not follow that whatever has 
been said or taught by Charaka and Susruta must be accepted as gospel 
truth in these days. What we hold is that whatever attitude my country¬ 
men may take, whatever attitude the Government may take about a 
particular system, that is not the important thing. The important thing 
before us is that whatever is good in these different systems must be taken 


out and, combined in one system, and that system should be the system of 
treatment in this country as well as elsewhere. So' in my mind the aim 
shouid be not the restoration of a.particular system or fostering one at the 


expense of another, but the taking out of what is good, what is true, what 
m healthy and urhat is really to the benefit of the people and then build 
up a extern which will be the standard of the whole world. There is a 
pripailmg idea that in science there is no difference as to caste, creed and 
^^Hodour* -Ayurveda may belong to the Hindus, Unani -may belong.to tlm 
but when we, men of science, combine togethei^ ^ find 
W|S should forget that one system belongs tb the 3Sin4^4 and 
other belongs to the Muhammadans. So, if there is any attempt 
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made by this Council or by tbe G-ofernmetit,. my idea is tbat we 
make an attempt to find out what is good in these different systems ani^ 
to bring them all together and combine into one for the good of humanity,'^ 
instead of adopting a resolution like this with a direction to restore and 
to develop a particular system. 

My friend Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri also desii'es that special 
attention should be paid to the question of teaching the Ayurvedic system. 

1 really do not know what my friend wants us to do. Does he want that 
this Government* should establish Ayurvedic colleges in this cityP If he 
wants that, let him find the funds and establish such colleges. I, for 
myself, would like such colleges to foster and prosper, but in these days 
to ask the Government to spend any money on any particular restricted 
system would be unjustifiable. 

I think I have given an indication of the attitude which I myself and 
some of the medical men in this city will take up in this connection. 
Before I sit down I would ask my friends to remember that we will never - 
take up an attitude of antagonism against Kaviraji or TTnani systems for 
we do realise—and once more I admit—that we owe much to those systems 
and we have found that these systems have much to teach us. But once 
again, I say let those things which are good in those systems be taken out 
of them and be combined in the modern science so that modem science 
enriched by these additions will make further progress. Let every 
possible encouragement be given to the happy combination of all different 
systems aiming towards amelioration of human sufferings. 

Dr* HA88AN 8UHRAWARDYS May I rise to offer an explana¬ 
tion P 


The PRE8IDENT! If you have any explanation to offer you may 
do so, but you cannot be allowed to debate. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: The explanation is that Bai 
Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur characterised the TTnani system as 
being an empirical system- 

The PRE8IDENTS That is not a personal explanation and I can¬ 
not allow you to go on. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY; May I explain that the 
system is not based on the Ayurvedic but on the Chre^ 8yetem"'--i-. ). 


The PRE8IDEI|T. I am afraid all this is out of cwder.< 


w 


■ Dr. HAUAH tUHBAWAHDYl M«t 1 «i»hm Hutt a.. 
system is in vogue in Constantinople P : 


the PRE8IDEIfTs That is an argniheiit in, h3^WMr1l|y 
another member and not an explanation. 
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tATiaM CHANDRA MUICHARilll I beg ta (mftpoti fbe 
wbioli has been moved by my friend Babu Kisbori M^bui 
Chabdhuri. The Ayurvedic system has many things to commend it- 
seli^to the mtelligentia of the country. Nowadays with the study of 
the Ayurvedic system the study of scientific improvements is required. 
It therefore behoves the Government to see that this indigenous system 
is rather improved. I hope that the Government will see its way to 
|kocept the resolution. 

I Babu SURENDRA NATH RAY: Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri 
has already mentioned that a resolution was brought by me in this 
Council some time ago with reference to this very question. It was 
during the budget debate of 1918-19 that I brought forward a resolu¬ 
tion that a sum of ^s. 9,000 recurring and Es. 9,000 non-recurring be 
granted to the Ashtanga Ayurvedic College of Calcutta. That reso¬ 
lution was however opposed by the leading Indian Allopathic physician of 
this city—Sir Nilratan Sircar; it was also opposed on behalf of the 
Government by the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler; so the resolution was 
lost. Now that we have a large number of Bengali members in this Coun¬ 
cil who have got faith in the Ayurvedic system of medecine, I am glad 
that Eishori Babu has thought it proper to bring forward this resolution 
at this time. Moreover we have got a gentleman in charge of the Medical 
Department (Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea) who has been trying his 
level best to improve the School of Tropical Medicine which has been 
established in Calcutta. I think the principal object why the School 
of Tropical Medicines has been opened in Calcutta is to resuscitate the 
vegetable drugs of Bengal. What is the use of spending large sums 
of money in the School of Tropical Medicines, if we do not revive the 
system of medicine which was in vogue in Bengal for generations ? Of 
course we have got faith in the Allopathic system of medicine; but that 
is no reason why we should lose faith in the Ajnirvedic system of medi¬ 
cine. It has been said that it is now an old system and that we should 
hot spend our money on such systems of medicine. We find that the 
Government spends money on antiquarian researches and in the preser¬ 
vation of ancient monuments. Is it not the duty of Government to 
spend money on a system of medicine which has done so much of good 
t6 the country and which is the only system which has been in vogue 
for Centuries? Well, if that be the case, I do not really understand 
hour thete shohld be any opposition on the part of the Indian members 
of this CojtinoiT to this resolution. I admit that the resolution is a 
l/ttiie bit cumbrous; but I think that the Minister in charge of the 
Medical Department will see his way to accept the resolution in a modi- 
if possible. There is the School of Tropcal Medicines which 
Hberalised by opening out some Chairs for expert Eavi^jes who 

and wi|ih some knowledege of Chemistry 
^ir« viE be of ma^rial help in teaching the students 
reasoi^, '‘expert the resolution.'' 
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Rai MAHEHDRA CHANDRA MITRA BtlUHlurs 1 beg to supi^oil 
this resolution. The resolution in itself is elastic and I found it diffi^ 
cult to follow its object, but on reading it through I understand that the 
primary object is that practical steps should be taken for the re8tora«' 
tion and development of the Ayurvedic system. This matter, was the 
subject of consideration by the members of the old Council; and my 
friend, Babu Surendra Nath Ray, came forward to snatch some money 
from Government in the shape of a grant to the Ashtanga A 3 rurved^ 
College. My friend, Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, does not say so' 
in plain words, but practically his aim is that Government ought to 
come forward with some contributions. But as he does not specifically 
say so, I need not trouble the Council with regard to that, nor is it the 
time now for asking for grants; that time is now over. I belong to 
that school of thought which likes to develop old scientific modes of 
treatment. The Ayurvedic system of medicine was in vogue in our 
country for years and years; and even the educated men of this country 
have often had recourse to that system. There can be no denial of that 
fact; and, if anybody comes forward to condemn that system, I must 
say that he is wrong because he will ask for the development of such a 
system later on. The old system—^the Hindu system of Pathology, and 
Surgery has gone away. Is it not necessary, therefore, that steps should 
be taken for the resuscitation of this system? Babu Kishori Mohan 
Chaudhuri wishes that a committee be formed for the purpose of inves¬ 
tigating all these things and that a report be submitted as to what prac¬ 
tical steps should be taken for the purpose. 1 think this object is a 
laudable one and that the Council ought to support it. In the old 
Council when this question was brought forward there was a strong 
opposition .made by Sir Nilratan Sarkar who belongs to another school 
of thought, and my friend to my left (Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur) 
has come forward in the same way and said that modem science should 
be accepted, but I may tell him tfiat modem science is based on the old 
system. If I am allowed to make an inquiry on the subject, I can 
enlighten my friend that modem surgery has often recourse to many 
drugs which were in vogue in old days. My friend comes forward to 
say that there should be one system and that system ought to be the 
modem one. But what is science? Science is the essence of human 
knowledge and when the science of the Ayurvedic system was in vogue 
for centuries, can it be denied that that science was not th e essence 
human knowledge? I need not take up the.time of the Council imy 
further; but I strongly submit that this resolution demands the b^t 
consideration of this Council. . 

ftllMi (URENDRA NATH MULLICKI itta s att<«lnoo*,W^ 

Gie last lew days, I thought that ^s xescdutlon might comei^^in 

of a; little relaxation and that it would not found to be 

What I find is that the resolution and; the aman8meht oM ' 
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c^.,w:luit Gov^rnmeiii caU—representations of the different commu- 

^ interests. 1 ffnd tlu^t while one member has proposed something 
which is of doubtful utility, another member has proposed something else 
as a, counterblast to the other. I am told that there are merits in some 
of the systems and there are excellent medicines for some particular 
diseases. That is of course, a different matter, but at this stage to say: 
Let us go back to the wilderness ’* is what I do not approve of. What 

f hottld be done is to absorb all that is good in these different systems 
h one scientific method. The School of Tropical Medicines is there: 
that has to be looked after by the Government and funds have to be 
provided for it. It is for that School to take in what is best from all 
these different systems and to make use of that and not by departments 
and compartments, but the proper idea is not to take up investigations 
in Ayurvedy or some other system. There are Indian medicines which 
are already taken in the British Pharmacopoeia —1 believe Makara- 
dhwaja has been taken for a long time and there are others, such as 
Chalmoogra, etc. I am sure that the School of Tropical Medicines will 
at least put all thege in one scientific form and combine them into one 
for the good of all humanity. 

As regards the observations of my friend, Babu Tankanath Chaudhuri 
I am sorry to have to contradict him in one particular matter. He 
has said that the European medicines are too strong for Bengalis and 
that they are not, therefore, liked by them. But my opinion is that 
the strongest European medicine is nowadays very much liked by the 
Bengalis and it used to produce so great a revenue to the Government 
that owing to the temporary lull in its use, on account of the non-co- 
operation movement, even the strongest heart of our yenerable Minister 
was found to quail the other day. I can therefore say that the strongest 
European medicine is very much liked by the Bengali. I do. not know 
what others think of it but that is my idea. (Laughter.) 

Hy esteemed friend Bai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur has spoken of 
eclecticism in the matter of scientific study. That is indeed a very good 
idea. But I may say that the Allopathists again have great prejudice 
against other systems. They never go into other questions on account of 
> what is called the slave mentality.” I am sure that this School of 
Tropical Medicines will come to our rescue in this particular matter. 
As 1 have, said, whatever is good in the systems of Ayurvedy and Dnani 
might be absorbed in one scientific method and I think that it is the 
best way to go about it. . 

YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: I think that the resolution that 
has bebn moved by Babu Eishori Mohan C^attdhuri and amended by 
Suhrawardy is worthy of the consideration of this House. We 
not wish to oppose it as the TJnani, Tibbi, and the Ayurvedic ^sterns 
■of ^edfoine .are th,e emblems of enlightenment and.civilization. I do 
|he members of ,tMa Council would like to be so 
M regar^^^ contempt ,th^r own medicines and their own 
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systems of treatment. 1 tlink that in this Befomed Oottooil there arA 
gentlemen who depend not only upon European medicine, hut npcm 
Ayurvedic and TJnani medicine as well. It is meet and proper that 
this resolution should be viewed with consideration. It should not 1^ 
bimshed aside as a thing which is worthy of contempt, because Govern* 
ment do not like to accept this resolution. We should think that TJnani 
medicine, the medicine which is in vogue from the ancient time**-a time 
when Europe was immersed in darkness, which is holding its own, 
“ the Alchemia ” of the Arabs having developed into Chemistry the very 
foundation of Allopathy, even now in India, is not a system which 
should be brushed aside. As regards the Ayurvedic medicine,' it is 
holding its own even now. Government has honoured its votaries— 
the Ayurvedic Kavirajes—^having conferred the title of Hahamaho* 
padhyayas upon some of them. The title of Shams-ul-Ulama fdso has 
been conferred upon Hakims. Therefore, 1 do not blame Government 
that it. has viewed with contempt such systems of medicine as my 
hon’ble friends here are viewing it. It is, I think, these systems which 
should be encouraged by our countrymen. We shall belie our educa¬ 
tion and our enlightenment, if we view with contempt such systems of 
medicine. 


The resolution does not say that all the money which Government 
can bestow upon this system of medicine should Be given, but that 
encouragement should be given to these systems of medicine—the 
TJnani and the Kaviraji. It is not you, Gentlemen, who are going to 
provide the money; it is the country which will do so, if it is thought 
advisable. Therefore, I say that you. Gentlemen, when you shall 
consider this resolution, you should consider it seriously as the system 
which is your own system—TJnani and the Kaviraji—and which has 
cured many diseases where Allopathic medicine has failed. I think 
miraculous cures have been effected by such systems of medicine. Are 
you not going to encourage such systems? Are you not going tp hold 
the torch which enlightened centuries ago and which is holding its 
its own still? Are you going to extinguish it by your cohtemptttoiia 
treatment of that resolution? I feel that the resolution both for th# 
TJnani and the Kaviraji deserves your serious consideration. 

Babu MITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: When I was listening to the 
debate, I (piite forgot that I was in the Legislative Chamber in 
province, but that I was listening to the deliberations of a mhnimjm! 
board in which every motion that is put forward is, as a. rule, opposed 
by another motioh." Sir, Ayurvedic system of meiKciiie has l^p. 
invoked in India for the last 3,000 years according to a gre^ 
authority. I think, if anybody has got a right to speak with auth^ity 
on this resolution it is the professional doctdra of''nrh^ th^s , 

two here—Dr. Suhrawardy and Dr. Haridhan ^tf. . 
moved an amendment to the main resoMtion. the Ikiiiar' 
it. While my friend Dr. S. H. MuHiofc-—if. . . . 
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^ ' 1^ ^URtHDRA NATH MULLiCKs Sir, 1 am not a doctor 
ii^ Mitya OHON MUKHERJEE: l mean Hr. S. N. Mnllick/' 

RalHl SURENDRA NATH MULLIGK: Sir, lam only Babu 
diir^adra Natb Mnlliclc, not Mr. S. N. Mullick. 

Rabu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: My friend Babu Surendra 
Natb; Mnllick anticipated tbe judgment of the Committee proposed to be 
iormed. Babu Surendra Natb Bay and Bai Mabendra Cbandra Mitra 
Bahadur supported the motion while another Bai Bahadur opposed it, 
and I am sorry that I cannot agree with the latter. 

Sir, it is an admitted fact that Bajas and Maharajas not only of the 
old school but with modem European education do employ Kavirajes in 
their own family as family physicians in addition to European doctors. 
My hon'ble frien'd the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan who has 
got the best European education still entertains more than one Kayiraj 
in his family. Sir, Dr. Haridhan Dutt said that he felt very proud 
when in his college days his professor eulogised the nation which could 
produce men like Charaka and Susruta and yet he is sorry that this 
resolution has been brought before this Council. 

As regards the Unani system about which Dr. Suhrawardy has 
moyed an amendment, we, Hindus, have'no personal knowledge. Our 
Muhammadan friends are the best judges about it. We Hindus, use 
XJnani medicines only for some particular purposes, which I need not 
mention before the Council. 

With these words, I support the original resolution of Babu Kishori 
Mohan Chaudhuri. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDYS I, too, fail to appre¬ 
ciate the levity with which the resolution and the amendment have been 
treated in the Council. .1 would not have intervened at all in the debate 
if it bad not been for the fact that some hon'ble members, with very 
litHe knowledge of tbe XJnani system, have tried to belittle it. We 
know that the XJnani system has not only conferred great benefits on 
suffering humanity but it- was the precursor of the modem Allo¬ 
pathic system of medicine. Those who know will agree with me that 
practically all the medicines in the British Pharmacopoeia have been 
tfiken from the XJnani system of medicine. Babu Surendra Nath Mullick 
hiMt tightly said that these two systems of Medicine—the Eaviraji and 
TJnani—ought to be fostered and incorporated in the British Pharmaco- 
But this cahhot be done without a thorough investig^timi into 
f^o systems in order to recover some of our lost knowledge. 

these words, 1 support the resolution and the amendment, 

; 'liMiNi EKRAMUL^^H I was surprised to hear that a certain 
who has no knowledge <4 the Tibbi or XJnani system, 
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thought fit to condemn that system and said that it should not bO intro** , 
duced here in Bengal as the system was of no use. It has also been saici 
that the system is empirical in its origin, but if the hon’ble member 
who has said that only knew what the system was he would never have 
to come to that opinion. Each medicine under the ITnahi system has 
a separate quality and there is a big book which deals with these 
medicines giving their names and the diseases they cure. This 
system is a rational one and the book which contains all these informations 
is called Makhzan-i-Addia and is to be found in every Muhammadan 
household. 

It is further alleged that this system is based on the Ayurvedic system. 

I do not think so. By this, I do not say that the Ayurvedic system is 
not of very great antiquity and is not one of the best systems which 
should be encouraged in Bengal. I would only point out that the very 
name of the system indicates that it was taken from the Greeks and 
developed by the Saracens and the drugs are prepared from shrubs and 
vegetables. 

It is further alleged that in Turkey only the Allopathic system is in 
vogue. It is true, but this is also true that the Unani system obtains 
lai gely in the metropolis of the Sultan of Turkey. It is also alleged 
that this system has not found favour with the inhabitants of India. 
Tlat is not so. At Lucknow, Hooghly and Murshidabad and other 
places this system is still prevailing and schools have been founded 
which keep Hakims and they distrubute medicines to the people. It 
must be within the knowledge of any person that even now big TTaltiTwi^ 
of Lucknow and Delhi are frequently invited by Bajas and Maharajas 
frc m distant places and even by some high Government officials for their 
treatment. That is the case even now though no arrangements,have 
ever been made for the development of this science. 

This system has its votaries in India among the aristocrats; and with¬ 
out going further afield, I may mention that the Burdwan Estate main¬ 
tains and engages Hakims even now. This shows that the people of the 
country have faith in the system and it would be right, if along with the 
recommendation made in the original resolution, the amendment made 
by Dr. Suhrawardy is also favourably considered. 

Rtja MANILOLL 8INCH ROY: Sir, I move that the question be 
new put. 

The PRESIDENT: I have come to the end of the list and I wouM 
now ask the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea to reply. 

The Hon'bid Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERdEA: Before I deal * 
with the obseivations and the conflicting views which we Imve heaH in 
the Council Chamber regarding the differenisystmus of medicine, it«M^. 
to me that I should clear my ground. There is^ in the first jjfece, 
the resolution moved by my hon’ble friend Iflhbu Ehdiqri Jtoh^'^iaiif ^ 
dhuri. To Uiat an amendment has besn peropoifed by jft. : 
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My hom'ble friend, the mover of the amendment, suggests an enli^rge- 
ment hol the personnel and of the scope of the committee to be appointed. 
He recommends that persons should be appointed acquainted with the 
Hnani system of medieine and ’ that the committee should inquire 
’.into aitd report upon the steps to be taken for the restoration and develop* 
ment of the Hnani system. Therefore, Sir, we have two distinct resolu¬ 
tions—one relating to the Ayurvedic and the other to the 
Tibbi or Hnani system. It seems to me that it would be more conve¬ 
nient if, instead of having one committee dealing with considerations 
so divergent and it may be conflicting, we should have two committees— 
one for the A 3 rurvedic and the other for the Fnani system. I trust 
that' this suggestion will commend itself to the mover of the resolution 
as well as of the amendment and will meet with the acceptance, of this 
House. '' 

Sir, the next observation which I desire to make with regard to the 
resolution—and this also applies partly to the amendment—^is one which 
relates to the personnel of the committee. Sir, it has been suggested that 
I should be placed in charge of the committee. Sir, I am deeply thank¬ 
ful to the mover of the resolution for doing me the great and signal 
honour of asking me to preside over the deliberations of this committee. 
But I confess, Sir, that I am perfectly innocent of all knowledge regard¬ 
ing all systems of medicine—^Allopathic'Homeopathic, TJnani or Ayur¬ 
vedic. It seems to me, therefore, that I labour under a very serious 
disqualification, and while I am thankful to my friend for thus hon¬ 
ouring me, I feel compelled to tell him that I am not fit for it, and that 
I must decline the honour. Hot only that but it also 
seems to me that my hon’ble friend would best serve the 
object which we have in view if, instead of indicating the personnel of 
the committee he were to leave the matter to the Government which 
might be trusted to appoint a committee whose personnel will commend 
itself to the acceptance and the judgment of this House. I hope my 
hon’ble friend will accept my suggestion. 

I may say at once that the Government accepts the proposition that 
a committee should be appointed for the purpose mentioned in the reso¬ 
lution as regetrds the Ayurvedic system of medicine and also to appoint 
a separate committee as regards the Unani system of,medicine. 

Sir, we must bear in mind that both these systems are ancient and 
one of them is indigenous to the soil. India claims to be the home of 
the Ayurvedic system. It indeed claims to be the home of the Science 
and Art of medicine. It is the cradle of that Art and from India the 
' Ayuafvedic system and the principles which underly it travelled to the 
'^eot and from there it travelled back to the East. Like the Sun it 
travelled from East to West and this system had among its disciples no 
less than B^ippbcrates, and from Greece it travelled to the great 

Ventres df Huhammadan learning ao^ civilization. As Hr. Snhrawardy 
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has observed the great Moslem Universities of Cardova and SeviBe 
aloft the torch of civilization in tbe middle ages while Enrox>e was suxik 
in almost primitive darkness. About ten years ago, I had an opportu¬ 
nity of visiting the Elioda Buksh Library at Patna and there 1 saw some| 
surgical instruments treasured up in that library which once belong^ 
to the University of Seville. They reminded me of the past glories of 
the Moslem world. They reminded me also of the reflected glories of 
my own ancestors because the Ayurvedic system of medicine was iufc- 
ported from India into Greece and from Greece it travelled north¬ 
wards and westwards and was incorporated into the Unani .system. 
Sir, having regard to the fact that the Ayurvedic system is indigenous 
to the soil and that the Unani system has been practised here for nenth- 
ries, I think it is the clear ' duty of a Government which Te|n:esents 
both Hindus and Muhammadans that they should appoint a committee 
for suggesting practical steps for the restoration and development of 
these two systems. I say it is the first duty of a Government to do 
this—a Government which is interested in the preservation of all systems 
and cultures, Hindu and Muhammadan, of which it is the repository and 
the custodian. 

Secondly, Sir, there is another side of the question which should not 
be ignored. We have only one qualified doctor for 42,000 people. 
Furthermore, 90 per cent, of the people do not avail themselves of the 
Allopathic or Homeopotthic system of treatment but take to the ancient 
systems of India—the Ayurvedic and the Unani systems. That being so, 
it would be beneficial to the people if these two systems were restored, 
developed and improved. 

Sir, we have heard a great deal about contending systems. We have 
been told that knowledge is to be accepted from whatever quarter it comes. 

I accept this view. And I am perfectly sure that these committees will 
go thoroughly into these two systems and make practical su^estions for 
their restoration and further development, and if they find as a result of 
their labours that nothing could be done then the whole thing would be 
dropped and we shall know whether we should place any further credence 
in these two ancient systems of medicine.. There would be a finality 
and the trouble would be at an end. Therefore, Sir, looking at the 

matter from this point of view, I think that a committee is necessary. .. 

* » * * 

Sir, it has been said by one of the sx»eakers that Government should 
not spend any money on this project. Sir,- Government is going ,to 
appoint these two committees, and when they set to work, they would 
require paper and pencil and ink and these haye got , to be ])rovided by 
the Government. Government will spend nothing more lor the present;/: 
Therefore, so far as the menace of expenditure is con^rUed^Und ft-if 
a terrible menace to this House as I know frop personal experSe^^^ 

* so far as the menace of expenditure is concerned ft ft nou-exfttont^ ^ - 

Mr« OtCi GHObCl Xtft a cold dou^a ^ - ^ ' 
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tkft Sir SURSNORA HATH BAHERilEAf No, it » not« 

cold 

.Rtti' RARHA CHARAN PAL BAhwiiirs Will it only bo a paper 
obnamittee? 


tlw Hon’Bto Sir SUREHDRA NATH BANERdEA: Of course not. 
But the eommittee must have paper to write on. (Laughter.) 

Ae 1 was saying, if money is needed, it would be necessary for me to 
lay the whole matter before you and ask you to give me the money to 
^end. It is you and not the Government who are the final authority in 
matters of finance. When the report of the committee comes before 
Government I will lay it before you and ask you to provide the funds, 
^ expenditure should be necessary. 

Then, Sir, we have also heard remarks about the School of Tropical 
Medicine. The School of Tropical Medicine is not intended merely to 
examine the quality of indigenous drugs. Its purposes are much 
wider, it embraces the whole range of tropical diseases. 1 am sure that 
within the next ten years when it will have made its researches, when 
it will have extended the bounds of human knowledge in the matter of 
tropical diseases and their cure, history will record in glowing terms 
the efforts of those who have been associated with the genesis of this 
great institution. I need not detain the Cfouncil much longer. I need 
say only this that we as a Government are neither Homeopaths nor 
Allopaths nor upholders of the Ayurvedic system or the XJnani system; 
we are advocates of truth, of the healing art in all its phases and in all 
its aspects. That is the motto of Goveraraent. We extend a generouf 
consideration to all arts and all systems and are sympathetically inclined 
to try all systems in order that the great community entrusted to our 
care may grow in health and strength and that the needs of medical 
relief may be fully met. I hojje and trust my friend will accept my 
suggestion. 

Babu KISHOill MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I accept the suggestion 
and the modifications that have been proposed by the ITon’ble Minister. 

Tlw PRESIDENT: Gentlemen, the mover of the resolution as well 
as the mover of the amendment and the Hon’ble Sir Sui’endra Nath 
Banerjea all desire that this motion should be split into two parts and 
tb^ie should be some modifications made in it. As the motion has 
l4^dy been moyed in a particular form, T take it that 1 have no x>ower 
to.jgaake h^ without the leave of the House. I therefore 

£^1 it Jp the House that the resolutions may be i)ennitted to be amend- 
^ . fpjdomng form 

reebmmends to the Government that a committee 
.to and report, after taking such evidence as may 

to what practical steps may be taken for the 
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restoration and development of the Ayumdic system of treatmmit« with 
special attention to the question of the teaching of the Ayurvedio. sya* 
tern, with necessary modification, under proper supervisiou and control. 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that a committee he 
formed to consider and report, after taking such evidence as may be 
thought necessary, as to what practical steps may he taken for the res* 
toration and development of the Unani system of treatment, with special 
attention to the question of the teaching of . the TJnani system, 
with necessary modification, under proper supervision and control.*' 

Leave was given to amend the motions. 

The motions were then put in the amended form and agreed to. 

M(rtiangan{ Hdt incidents. « 

The PRESIDEMT: I wish, before the next motion is moved, to tell 
the House that there is a judicial inquiry' pending in connection with 
the incidents of the escape of prisoners from the Rajshahi Jail. This 
particular motion does not refer td that exactly, but to the incident at 
Mohanganj. I would ask Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Hay, the mover ol 
the resolution, strictly to confine himself to that matter and not to go 
beyond it. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: " This Council recom- 
mends to the Government that an inquiry be made, by a committee of 
officials and non-officials, into the unfortunate incidents at Mohanganj 
H4t, in connection with the escape of prisoners from the Bajshahi Jail." 

In moving this resolution, I am fully conscious of the responsibility 
I am undertaking. There has been already a Government inquiry on 
the subject and a Government resolution on the matter has also been 
published. But there is also no blinking of the fact that the said 
inquiry and resolution in certain important astiects have given no satis* 
faction to the public. They feel that the inquiry has not been a fair 
one-- 

■ . “ * 

The PRESIDENT: What inquiry are you referring to? 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: The inquiiy at Mohan- 
ganj. They feel, that the inquiry at Mohanganj has not bbeh a fair 
one, that witnesses who could give material evidence have not.beS^ 
examined. They even^go to the length of suspecting .that the inqtd^ 
has hidden more than what it has disclosed. Hightly ot wron^t^ 
is a feeHng abroad that wherever tiie conduct of h^d)‘ officefS 
involved, the inquiry fails in the proper appoiiiont^nt of 
effort for whi^washing it is made. I know that the^fWiii^^' sib'teofc 
always justifiable, but 1 feel also that it is the d^y.of the OoveiiEui^di]^ 
ajwaye to keep itself above suapieicm. No: myorttmity 
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a remark ehould be given. No doubt, Sir, there can be no stopping of 
tongues but neither should food for such suspicion be sup¬ 
plied by the Government. An absolutely baseless suspicion dies of 
itself. But here, in connection with the incidents at Mohanganj, the 
suspicion is not absolutely baseless. To begin with, Sir, the inquiry 
into the first part of the subject matter of the Government resolution, 
ina:., the causes leading to the escape of prisoners from the Jail, was 
conducted by the Inspector-General of Prisons with whom were asso¬ 
ciated two non-official gentlemen. 

The PRESIDENT! Here you are again referring to the escape of 
prisoners from the jail. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I am only referring to the 
report already published. 

The PRESIDENT: It may be that the report is published, but the 
matter is under judicial inquiry and I will not allow a single word in 
be said on the subject. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: But coming to the second 
part of the resolution which deals with incidents in connection with the 
recapture of escaped convicts, we find that |ihe inquiry was conducted by 
the Divisional Commissioner alone, unaided by any non-officials. And, 
Sir, so far as the incidents at Mohanganj are concerned, they were not 
oven inquired into by the Commissioner himself. Only a Deputy Super¬ 
intendent of Police was deputed to make the inquiry. Now, Sir, the fact 
of Ike association of non-officials in one part of the inquiry and its want 
in the other part dealing with much more serious allegations, has 
naturally led people to think that the Government perhaps was not confi¬ 
dent of its own grounds and had therefore shirked an association of 
non-official gentlemen, which might have disclosed facts unpleasant to 
the Government. And, further, the people naturally hesitate to attach 
much value to an inquiry by a subordinate officer into the conduct of his 
superiors. Thus, Sir, in this case, the Government itself has fed the 
suspicion. Here the people have a right to think that the Government 
did not take the public into its confidence. 

Sir, on Tuesday last, we had a learned discourse by one of the Hon*ble 
Members of the Government on the mentality of some of the no-offioial 
members of the House- ^ 

The PRESIDENT: I do not think you need go back to the debate 
that tpok place the other day. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: May I not explain our 
positionP 

TIm PREBlDENt: 1 have no objection to that. 
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Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAII RAY i I am only relerring to tliai, 
and I have every confidence that the balance will be held strictiy even by 
the chair. 

The PRE8IDENTS You need not remind me of that. I know my 
duty. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Our miefortune often is not - 
to see eye to eye with the august personages occupying the central bench¬ 
es. To avoid a similar homily to-day, permit me, Sir, to say at once 
that I have not the least intention to minimise the conspicuous energy, 
resource and activity—^to quote the words of the Government resolution-— 
displayed by the district authorities. Their prompt action was highly 
commendable. The district ofl&cers were almost taken by surprise, but 
they were not non-plussed. With the slender force that they could get 
together at that time, they took up the pursuit of that large body of 
criminals with very commendable alacrity. They had always kept the 
convicts on the move and had compelled them to disperse. People do 
not know what would have happened otherwise. Their devotedness and 
the pains they took are worthy of nothing but praise. 

But, Sir, the reports of the incidents at Mohanganj tell a different 
tale. Here, as the reports go, without the least warning the houses of 
innocent villagers were raided in the dead of night by armed men, and 
indiscriminate firing was indulged in, as a result of which five innocent 
men were, more or less, seriously wounded and no notice was taken of the 
wounded persons one of whom subsequently succumbed to his injuries. 
The zenanas were insulted and about twenty-five simple villagers were 
arrested on suspicion and kept under police guard the whole night. Sir, 
in spite of the sweet words in the Government resolution, there is no 
denying the fact that the reconnaissance that was said to have been made 
before Shaher MuUa's house was raided, was not worth the name even. 
For, Sir, can anybody call it a reconnaissance when not a single villager 
was asked a question and the principal object of it, the information 
whether the men inside the house were really the escaped prisoners or 
not, had not been elicited? Then, Sir, with what impunity the Criminal 
Procedure Code and Police Regulations were brushed aside! Without 
any previous warning, without calling upon the master of the house to 
allow a peaceful search, in the dead of night, while the inmates are all 
asleep, it was thought fit by the officer-in-charge to let loose a number 
of half-trained men with loaded Taid the house! It appears in 

the Government resolution that the force was especiaUy instructed by 
the officer not to use fire-arms. Then, Sir, why were they allowed to. 
carry loaded guns during the raid? Was it a* commendable error c^- 
judgment on the part of the officer to opportunely forget ^t in all such 
cases the fire-arms have got a most unhdppy knack of going off? It is 
said that the first shot was fired, by a Gurkha recruit, who ‘ kuoife no 
other language save his own patois, l^e Report says ttiat he inistook 
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another word for a command to fire. I do not blame the poor Qnrkha. 
I blame the gallant officer who gave dangerous weapons to such raw and 
undisciidined recruits who cannot understand the words of command 
even and employed them in a night raid in a Bengal village. Sir, was 
hot this itself a rash and negligent act, fit to be severely censured by the 
higher authorities ? Sir, instead of employing such uncontrollable men, 
the officer could have employed some men of the regular Beserve Force 
who were in the party. And then again what happened? Not the 
unexpected or unforeseen to a man with commonseuse, which a police 
officer is supposed to have. The Gurkha had fired, others took it to be 
the fire of escaped convicts and so they also began firing. Haw and 
undisciplined as they were, they went out of control altogether and even 
fired at villagers who came to inquire; and most probably the officer com¬ 
manding caught the contagion and took anybody and everybody for an 
escaped convict and when he found his challenge unanswered even by a 
frightened villager swimming across the river he was shot at by the 
gallant officer, it is said, in spite of protestation by a co-villager. And, 
Sir, if the intention of the officer is to be judged by his action, it was 
not so much the recapture of the escaped convicts, as to shoot them down. 
For it is admitted by the Government that no further notice of the wound¬ 
ed man was taken by the officer. 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 
Henry Wheeler) : It is not admitted by Government. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: But, Sir, in reply to a 
question put by me, I think the reply was given by Government the 
other day that no notice of the wounded men was taken by the officer 
that very night. I am sending for the reply and I will show it. 

Now, Sir, it 'seems that he thought his business ended with the shoot¬ 
ing of a supposed convict, the rest was left to fate. 

Sir, the Gf>veTnmeni 1ms expressed a regret for the Mohangunj inci¬ 
dent, but is a mere expression of regret enough recompense when the 
servants of the Government themselves have not . merely committed an 
error of judgihent, the modem panacea for all official delinquencies, but, if 
the reports are true, a positively illegal act—a crime. Sir, I am con¬ 
vinced that the Government inquiry into the conduct of the officers at 
Mohanganj is not worth the name. The whole matter has been practi¬ 
cally left to the underlings of the Police, and they have got up a story 
suitihg their own purpose and have patted themselves on their backs with 
the Commissioner as a mere figurehead. Jt is deplorable that such 
things should ever come out with the hall-mark of a Government resolu¬ 
tion and the Government should be led to pour applause when- castiga¬ 
tion is merited. Sir, the other day, an Hon’ble Member of the Govern¬ 
ment loftily enunciated the principle underlying the relationship between 
the Government and its officers. He said that they can only be enlivened 
.with ^ due se;^ of discipline and responsibility , when they can be 

- n2 
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assured of Government support, assured with the knowledge that tjie 
Government should always be at their back. Sir, the Hon’ble Member 
is a worthy officer, so worthy that he may indentify himself with the 
Government, and like Louis XIV cry out Uetat e*est vioi- -I am the 
gtate—and magnanimously issue carte blanches to all his officers. But 
we'are now living in democratic days. All hon’ble officials should do 
well if they remember that that game of the seventeenth century can be 
played no longer. It would be much better if the hon’ble officials would 
remind their subordinates that they all, high and low, are servants of 
the people, and with that knowledge alone a better sense of service, a 
higher tone of discipline and responsibility can be attained. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: The Chandpur affair has unfor¬ 
tunately placed the Mohanganj affair in a shade, otherwise we would 
have heard a great deal more about this terrible event in which shots 
were fired at random and innocent people killed. I. already discussed 
the Mohanganj affair in the course of my speech on police reorganisation; 
but the matter is so serious and has been so lightly dealt with in the Gov¬ 
ernment resolution, that we have sometimes to wonder whether official 
mentality is ever likely to change at all. Reforms or no reforms, it seems 
to be the same attitude of patting the officials on the back and minimising 
events that are serious in all conscience. During the last few days, we 
have heard in this Council Hon’ble Members of the Government strongly 
criticising (he action of those audacious members of the Council who Lave 
the effrontery to find fault with the Government or its officials. I can 
assure you. Sir, that it is not a pleasant task, nay, it is one of the most 
thankless tasks imaginable, to have to get up and say unpalatable things. 
But, if we have to justify our presence here, if we have any regard for 
the duty that has been imposed upon us, we must speak out the truth, 
however unpalatable, we must bring to the notice of the Government the 
opinion of the public, as we read it. If ,we fail in this, we should be 
failing in our duty both to the Government and to the people. The 
Government ought to remember that their open critics are their best 
friends. There is no justification in thinking that it is the nature of 
some members eternally to go against the Government ’’--there is no 
justification in thinking that fearless criticism is due to any but the 
most honest motives, and I do not know that there is any Government 
in the world who has the right to stigmatise or cow down honest criticism. 
Why do we criticise the Government at all ? Because we want to prevent 
the Government from creating serious discontent in the country. 
What is this Mohanganj affair? Government have published a resolution 
based on the repoi^; of the Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division, who, 
as stated in the reply to a question put by Eumar Shib'Shekhareswar 
Ray, never went to Mo^nganj to inquire into the matter at all. As 
against this report, we have a report signed by five non-offiofal gentle¬ 
men, who held the inquiry on the spot. Is it any wonder that the people 
look askance at (he Government report P Is it any wonder that we come 
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to this CouBoil to demand a further and a toller enquiry, so that the 
truth and the. whole truth mayibe found out? Government should not 
figdit shy of an open inquiry. It will surely tend to allay the prevailing 
discontent. The main facts of the Mohanganj affair are simple enough 
and have been well stated by the Kumar, but many important details 
are still so much shrouded in darkness that they demand the light of 
an open inquiry. 

I have carefully read the official report: but we do not know what 
was the the total number of the force that found itself obliged to proceed 
to arrest 40 men, who were reported to look like coolies. We do not 
know why the house was not kept surrounded till day-light when it would 
have been ever so much easier to arrest these men. Then we find it 
stated—**They received information that the convicts armed with four 
or five guns had looted Mohanganj Ilfit and were resting there in an 
exhausted state.*' 


We want to know who supplied this information, so that we can 
judge whether it was trustworthy or whether the informant was merely 
moonstruck in the moonlit night when the memorable march to 
Mohanganj took place. We find it stated in the official report that 
Mr. Bell had specially ordered that there was to be no firing and yet a 
recruit let off his rifle. Then, again, we find it stated—“ others, under 
the impression that they were being attacked, fired also and, in the con¬ 
fusion and noise, the orders of the officers to * cease fire ’ were not heard.” 
Of all the unsatisfactory descriptions of the whole affair, this is the most 
unsatisfactory and we are seriously asked to be satisfied with this. The 
. Commissioner’s report on this matter is more curious still. He says— 
“ It cannot be ascertained who fibred the first shot: but it seems fairly pro¬ 
bable that it was a Gurkha recruit who understood no language but his 
own patois.” I do not know what to say to a statement like this serious¬ 
ly offered to the public. The recruit had been four months in the Sardah 
Training School—Is it conceivable that in course of these foiii months 
a recruit had not even learned to understand the ordinary words of orders 
issued by their superiors ? It was not as if the Gurkha was asked to 
carry on a discussion or a dissertation with the officers: he was there to 
carry out orders and surely four months’ time in ^ training school was 
enough to teach him this simple and elementary order I If the Sardah 
School could not do this for him, the sooner the affairs of the school 
are overhauled the better. 

It appears that the Commissioner was not sure whether this explana- 
^on would be acceptable to the public, so we find there another explana¬ 
tion— viz., ^ or he may have fired out of pure excitement.” Sir, I must 
honestly confess, I do not understand these excitements, which have 
a tendency to play fast and loose with people^s lives. Is human life to 
be held so cheap in India that such flimsy excuses can be seriously sug¬ 
gested in an official document? , 
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As if this were not enough the Ck>inmiBBionar goeB on to state-^^' It 
is impossible to decide now who fired the actual shots and it does not 
seem profitable to inquire.” Not profitable to inquire? Is this the 
attitude that Government is going to take up—^five innocent men are 
wounded and one villager has died as a result of gunshot wounds—and 
yet it is not profitable to inquire who is responsible for this atrocious 
action? It is sentiments like these that bring the Government into 
discredit and disrepute. If a thing like this had happened-in England, 
would any official have dared to take up this attitude? How' does the 
Government treat the matter? Government not only endorses the 
opinion of the Commissioner that ” all concerned in the pursuit and 
recapture, both officers and men gave their best, worked indefatigably 
and showed marked courage and endurance,” but the praise allotted 
to the officers and men is too fulsome for words. Mutual admiration 
seems the order of the day, but in a case, where the public are not yet 
satisfied, this praise is, to put it mildly, most curious and uncalled for. 
It has been often asserted in this Council that adverse criticism of the 
officials tends to destroy discipline and quality of work, but I say it in 
all seriousness that fulsome praise in season and out of season and 
invariable sxipport on all occasions tends to destroy the morale of any 
service and utterly destroys true prestige and public confidence. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Baliadur: Sir, I beg to 
support this resolution. When we read of the break through of the 
convicts from the Bajshahi Jail, it reminded- 

Tha PRESIDENT: You are not entitled to go into the question of the 
incident at the Ruj'shahi Jail. I have already ruled to that effect and 
you must confine yourself to the Mohqnganj incidents. The matter of 
the Bajshahi Jail is under a judicial inquiry and you cannot expi’ess any 
opinion on it. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER GH08E Bahadur: I am not express' 
ing any opinion on it. 

The PRESIDENT: You are. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER GHOSE Bahadur: You have not yet 
heard me. 

The PRESIDENT: Go on. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: When I heard bf 
the break through of the prisoners from the Bajshahi Jail, it reminded 
me of certain chapters of the early period of the mutiny. 

The PRESIDENT: You are out of order. You may say wial you 
like about the Mohanganj incidents. 
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Rai JOGENORA GHUNDER CH08E Bahadur: The Mohangaiiii 
incident was an outcome of the escape of the Bajshahi prisoners. 
Governmeiit had to be maintained and peace and order had to be 
r^tored. In that process, excesses were committed, bht the excesses 
were too great. Murders, looting and other outrages were committed. 
Such things always happen when such events, such occurrences as the 
break through of the prisoners take place. What I say is this: In 
such a position when the people consider that they have been ill-treated, 
it is the duty of Government to appoint a committee, an impartial com¬ 
mittee, to find out what were the causes and circumstances which led 
to it and what were the excesses and whether these great excesses should 
be punished or not. Sir, the Mohanganj matter stands on a different 
footing from that of the Ghandpur business. There I was satisfied 
with the practical vote of censure and did not want further agitation. 
In this matter there is no possibility of any public ebullition of agita¬ 
tion. The events of the past have been practically forgotten, but in the 
interests of justice and to satisfy the public that things were right 
there should be a committee of inquiry and, if things were not right, 
men who have offended, men who have maltreated, these people would 
certainly have to be dealt with. In order to assure the public, Govern¬ 
ment should at once fall in with the mover and appoint an impartial 
committee. ' 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: This resolution, like the 
one we had before us not long ago, requests Government to undertake 
a further inquiry into an incident in which an inquiry has already been 
held, and regarding which the conclusions arrived at have already been 
made public in a resolution which runs to six and a half pages in print. 
When such a recommendation is made, therefore, I think that we are 
entitled to expect something more than the vague generalities which 
have been hurled at our heads—all calculated to excite prejudice against 
the action of Government and its conduct in relation to its officers. I 
put it to the Council that it is not sufficient to come here and say there 
are suspicions that a fair inquiry has not been made,, that material wit¬ 
nesses have not been examined and that more has been hidden than 
disclosed; to embroider that theme with many adjectives and heroics, 
and then to end—'* Of course we do not know that these suspicions are 
justified,'* and yet to urge those suspicions as the basis of a fresh 
investigation. 

Apart from details, with which I will deal later, the only two general 
reasons which have been given by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Bay why 
‘we should have an inquiry are—^firstly, that the previous one, was held by 
the Commissioner alone, and, secondly, that Government have not taken 
the public into theiir confidence. . When Gh>vemment has published, 
as I have said, a lengthy resolution giving every detail of interest in 
donnection with this incident; is it fitir to say that they have not taken 
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the public into their confidence? More especially when we have freely 
and frankly admitted that a mistake was made and have given details 
in this Council of the compensation paid to the families of the injured 
persons. As to the fact that the Commissioner held an inquiry alone» 
the Kumar Sahib is as well aware as 1 am that the Commissioner is the 
head of his division, and it is strictly in accord with official practice 
that, when the conduct of his officers is impugned, he should deal with 
the matter and report to Qovernment. 

This incident arose out of the escape on the, 24th of March of 6()9 
convicts from the Bajshahi Jail, and the fact that 669 more or less des> 
I>erate men were wandering over the district was clearly' a source of 
considerable danger to the peaceful inhabitants of the locality. One 
would have expected, therefore, to have heard some recognition of the 
efforts that were made by the men who did their best to round these 
convicts up. When the escape was known two courses were obviously 
open to the local officials. They might have assumed a kind of 
Bo-peep '* attitude—^let them alone and they will come home dragging 
their chains behind them—^and trust to luck that sooner or later these 
men would be rounded up in one corner or another; or they might have 
assumed the responsibility of taking action. The officials, fortunately, 
at once took every action in their power; they gathered up men, wher¬ 
ever they could be found, put them into motor-cars and dashed them 
off in pursuit of these convicts. 1 should have have been better pleased 
to have heard that the youngei: members of the Rajshahi Bar accom¬ 
panied the party which went out in pursuit, instead of staying behind 
incubating committees of inquiry and resolutions of censure. 

Now, Sir, as you have ruled that the details of tke pursuit are under 
judicial inquiry and cannot therefore be dealt with here, the discussion 
being confined to the incident which occurred at Mohanganj, 1 can 
only say so much, that two parties went in pursuit, one from Bajshahi 
itself, and one, at the instance of Mr. Reid the Collector, from Sardah, 
consisting mainly of recruits from the Police School. After various 
incidents which depleted the first party, either in the pursuit of 
detachments or in guarding men who had been arrested, the two forces 
met at Mohanganj at about 11-30 p.m. At that time the party from 
Rajshahi had been marching, since afternoon, without food, and with¬ 
out clothing, as they had practically doubled out of their barracks as they 
were and had covered a distance of some sixteen miles. These raw 
recruits who, as we have been told this afternoon, had only been about 
18 weeks under training, had come a distance of about twenty-six miles; 
this, in an afternoon of the latter ])art of March. Is it to be wondered 
at that some of them were exhausted, and is it to be wondered at- if 
excitement prevailed among them ? These parties met in a village about 
four miles from .Mohanganj at 11-30 at night. They heard from pass^* 
by that the convicts had passed, through Mohanganj—as it is admitted 
they had—and had looted the bazars and were now renting then. We 



MOttANOANJ HAO? INCmfiNTS. 


mi.] 



have been aske^ whete that rumour came from P I admit that no indivi¬ 
dual informant is mentioned in the papers, but how do these rumours get 
about, except in a general way as gathered from passers-by P -In any case 
this party, exhausted as it was, pressed on. It was a moonlight night; 
they found the road strewn with convicts’ clothing and prison utensils, 
all evidence to show that the convicts had gone that way. When 
they came up to Mohanganj, they sent forward an Indian non¬ 
commissioned officer to reconnoitre. He came back and said that there 
were 40 auspicious looking people asleep in a shed, and admittedly these 
people were not Bengali villagers. It was concluded that they were 
convicts, while also on the previous information, it was believed that 
the convicts were armed with four or five guns. Admittedly they had 
one gun; four or five was an exaggeration. The pursuing party 
surrounded this house; a scuffle ensued when they went inside; the 
villagers took them for dacoits—not an unnatural mistake at 1-80 at 
night—whereas the police took for convicts what were really 
up-country labourers, and a struggle ensued. One of the raw recruits, 
in spite of distinct instructions which had been given, let off his 
gun; others followed suit and there was general confusion. Before the 
officers could order * cease fire ’ nine shots were fired. Four men sus¬ 
tained slight injuries, and one villager who had come 
out to see what was going on was unfortunately shot and killed. 
That was the only fatal accident. At that time the people were running 
about in all directions. The police were still under the impression that 
they were on the heels of the convicts, and when they found men hiding 
in ditches and behind trees, certain of them were arrested, the total 
being twenty-four or twenty-five. Mr. MacDowell, the Superintendent 
of Police of the district, challenged one man who was found in a ditch 
and receiving no answer pursued him towards the river. The man 
swam across the river. Mr. MacDowell who is a fluent Bengali 
'scholar, told him to stop nnd said that he would not be injured if he did 
so. The man would not stop and got to the other side, whereupon 
Mr. MacDowell fired and hit him. This man has since recovered. The 
party then left the twenty-four or twenty-five men they had arrested on 
the road side and pressed on, and it has been made a cause of complaint 
against them that they did not there and then stop in the village and 
sort them out. AnotW charge made against them is that they did 
not wait till the morning before surrounding the house. The reason 
why they did not wait till morning before surrounding the house was 
that they were keen on the recapture of the convicts, and they did not 
^ant to run any risk of losing them. The sorting out of these men was 
lef^ to the District Magistrate. who came up next morning. But the 
pursuing party went on without rest that night in order to catch these 
convicts. I put it to the Council that, in according a considerable 
meed pf praise to thesd officers and recruits who undertook this arduous 
‘task in the interests of the peace of the Bajshahi district, Government 
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18 not open to the charge of having delivered iteelf of fulsome and 
nauseating adulation. It seems to me that these men performed an extra¬ 
ordinarily plucky act under circumstances of considerable difficulty. 

Now, that is a simple statement of the facts, which, indeed, has 
already been given in our resolution. My evidence of it rests on the 
statements of Mr. MacDowell, the Superintendent of Police of the 
District, Mr. Bell, the Assistant Principal of the Sardah Police Train¬ 
ing College, who was with the party. Inspector Linford, Inspector £han. 
Sahib Wali Muhammad, a subedar, 7 recruits, 8 villagers and 4 con¬ 
victs, and, as I said in the matter of the Chandpur case, if anybody 
wishes to see that evidence, 1 am perfectly willing to place it on the 
library table. 

Now, Sir, in so far as the report of the non-official committee of 
inquiry (and indeed anything we have heard to-day) does not differ 
materially in any statement of what occurred from what I have just 
related, I put it to the Council that there is not sufficient reason for 
reopening this matter, regarding which witnesses have already been 
examined and their statements recorded. The case comes down, as it 
did in the Chandpur incident, to differences of opinion as to the conclu¬ 
sions which may be drawn regarding certain aspects of the affair, and I 
will take one by one these points so far as they have been related this 
afternoon. 

It has been said by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Bay that no notice 
was taken of the wounded men, and he had even gone so far as to have 
said that Government had admitted this. May I read the answer which 
we gave the day before yesterday regasding the man who was shot by 
Mr. MacDowell ? It ran:— 

Mr. MacDowell gave the wounded man atimulants and arranged for him to be 
sent to hospital in charge of a constable and two of his relatives. 

I have here, in the statements of convicts, villagers and officers, con¬ 
stant references to the action taken to despatch the injured men to hos¬ 
pital. The man who was killed did not appear before any officer; he went 
of his own accord to hospital, and our information is that his injuries 
were not serious and if properly treated he might have recovered. But 
he would not stay in hospital, and blood poisoning apparently ensued, 
and he died. But in so far as the wounded people came under the notice 
of Government offieers, arrangements were made to send them to hospi¬ 
tal, and why should it be suspected otherwise P Is it likely that people 
of the standing of the Superintendent of Police and District Magistrate 
would wantonly and brutally leave the wounded people on the roadside 
when it was easy enough to send them to the hospital? 

Another allegation that has been made is that the zenanas were 
inralted. I can only read Mr. Beid’s accoimt 'of the search which runs 
as follows;— 

As regards.the search of various houses, the Superintendent of Potioe ihfonns me 
that he had the whole village carefully searched. The reason was th sf the 



1921.] . UOHANOANJ HAf INOtDENTS. 623 

flkttompt to surround the men in Shaher Mulla's hut, men (whom the police .had 
every reason to believe were convicts) had fled in all directions, but the searches were 
done under orders and with care. If voices of women were heard, they were left 
alone. 

There was no chasing of women, nor were insulting remarks made to them. The 
Superintendent of Police took care to explain to the villagers what the police wem 
there for. This is the Superintendent’s statement. He was present. 1 saw Shaher 
Mulla’s house yesterday. It contains a large number of separate “ghars” and 
rooms, and there must have been great confusion after the first attempt to arrest the 
coolies. Maina Beewa told me her story. Some sepoys tried to get into the room 
in which she went, but desisted when she shut the door in their faces. All the 
iiimties told me no damage was done by the police. 

He remarks later as regards this aged Indian lady whom he person¬ 
ally saw:— 

She may have been frightened but no harm was offered or done to her. From 
her statement to me 1 am satisfied she was treated neither harbarously nor 
improperly (these being the words used by the non-ofiicial committee). 

I submit that the account of the District Magistrate is based on 
reasonable evidence and she aid be accepted as true. 

Another point urged by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Bay was that 
innocent men were arrested. I have explained to the Council the cir¬ 
cumstances under which twenty-four or twenty-five men were arrested. 
That IS not in dispute. Bui it is not correct to say that no convicts were 
found, as two convicts were arrested in the village. But on the main 
point that the men who were arrested were subsequently released, there 
is substantial agreement. The investigation took place in the morning 
when there was time to undertake it. 

Then we are asked, why was the force allowed to carry arms? I 
put it to the Council that when you go out to arrest a body of 669 con¬ 
victs who are, as a class, dangerous people, it is wise to take armed men 
if they are at your disposal. 

Then ngain we are asked, why was not the regular police employed ? 
The reason was that the small body of police taken from Bajshahi had 
all been detailed off either in charge of men who were arrested or had 
fallen back exhausted. Mr. MacDowell himself collapsed at about 
6 o’clock that same evening, although he pluckily went on. The only 
men he had with him at the actual occurrence came from Sardah. 

The incident of Mr. MacDowell’s firing has been criticised by Kumar 
Shib Shekhareswar Bay, and the allegation was that it was Mr. Mac- 
Dowell’s intention to shoot the man down. I have given the facts to 
the Council that> after repeated warnings; the man did not stop, and 
Mr. MacDowell who was under the impression that he was a convict 
fii^. 

These are the main criticisms mentiontd by Kumar Shib Shekhares- 
war Bay, and I again repeat that they do not indicate any serious diver-* 
gelice from t^ incidents as we. have related them, but are confined 
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practically )io conclusions; which, may be drawn from, and criticisms 
which may be advanced against, particular actions of particular officers. 

I ..pass to the points mentioned by Babu Indu Bhushan Butta. He 
asks first, what was the total force at Mohanganj P The total force at 
Mphanganj were the three companies of Sardah recruits who had started 
at 3-30 F.K. from the school, less such as had fallen out owing to 
exhaustion or for any other reason. From Mr. MacDowell’s statement 
it seems that the number was about 250. 

The next point taken was as to the failure of Mr. MacDowell to 
wait before surrounding the house till daybreak. With t^at 1 have 
already dealt. The third point was as to who supplied the information 
as to the convicts being at Mohanganj, and that, too, I have already 
mentioned. His fourth criticism was that our resolution gave a most 
unsatisfactory picture of the whole affair. I am sorry that we have 
failed in word painting, but the dacts are simple, as 1 have told the 
Council. Confusion occurred at night under misapprehensions on both 
sides; firing took place against orders, and some men were hurt. .Per¬ 
sonally I prefer a simple version to mere picturesque writing. 

Then we are asked could not the firing have been stopped? The 
evidence is that the ofELcer in charge of the police had previously directed 
that firing was not to be resorted to, and as soon as it broke out he did 
his best to put an end to it. The fact, that only nine shots wefe fired 
shows that he got the men under control in a short space of time. 

As regards the allegation that the theory of excitement is a flimsy 
excuse, I leave it to the Council to judge from the facts as 1 have related 
them. 

As to the point who fiired the first shot, much play has been made by 
Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta with the Commissioner’s remark that further 
inquiry could not profitably be made. But surely *it is obvious that all 
that was meant was that, given the facts as 1 have stated them, it was 
impossible to ascertain in the confusion of the night who first let off his 
gun. 

Those are the points taken by Babu Indu Bhushan Butta, and I 
have now noticed all criticisms in detail. I again remind the Council 
that the statements which I have given have practically not been chal¬ 
lenged in any substantial point of fact. I have given the evidence upon 
which they rest, and since they cover the main issues wliich could be 
brought before any fresh inquiry, I submit that any further inquiry is 
unnecessary and uncalled for. 

BAuTANKANATH GHAUDHURI: We have heard what the 
mover of the resolution has said, we have also heard the repjy. of Oovern- 
ment; but one thing strikes me. When the representatives of the peoide 
. coming from the district of Bajshahi ask for a further inquiry, 1 do not 
see there can be any harm if such an inquiry is made. Z. hope that a 
new and hesh inquiry, if made, would endorse the official report. 
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Wlien the people of the Baishahi district are anxious for a flesh inquiiy 
I do not see any reason why Government should not accede to their 
request. The Government can ill-afford to lose the confidence of the 
people. In these troublous times it is very necessary that the people 
should have their faith unshaken in the Government. 

With these remarks, I beg to support the, resolution. 

Babll SURENDRA NATH RAYs 1 wish to say only a few words 
with reference to this resolution. I fully agree with what the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler has said that there was a misapprehension on both 
sides, but it cannot be denied that there was a huge blunder on the part 
of the Government officials. It was not a case of comedy of errors but 
it was a case tragedy of errors. What I would simply suggest is that 
when the non>official members of the Council ask for a committee, I 
think Government should not refuse it, because I may tell the House, and 
especially the official members of the House, that if it had not been for 
the Chandpur incident this incident of Mohan ganj Hat would have spread 
discontent throughout the length and breadth of the land; the Chandpur 
incident overshadowed this incident. What the people want is that "let 
there be an inquiry." They do not want anything further. But what 
the Government thinks is that, because they have come to certain con¬ 
clusions on the evidence before it, there is ho reason why there should be 
a review of it^ decision. But I do not think that is the right way of look¬ 
ing at the question. If the people want an inquiry, let there be one. 
Government will not lose anything by such an inquiry. 

With these words, I beg to support the resolution. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I have nothing much to 
add but I repeat again that the inquiry into the conduct of the Superin¬ 
tendent of Police was made by the Deputy Superintendent of Police, and 
as such this inquiry cannot give satisfaction to the public. But on this 
report the Superintendent of Police has been lauded in the Government 
resolution. I know that the Government admits the mistake* But how P 
I will read a sentence from the Commissioner’s report about 
Mr MacDowell. The Commissioner says: 

I am of opinion that the firing at Mohanganj was an almost inevitable 
result of the situation. I do not think that any blame attaches to the responsible 
oQcers for the sudden outburst of firing. 

Then he says:—^ 

As to Mr MaoDowell’s shot at the man who swam across the river I think 
^lat in the.circumstances he was justified in^ring. 

?rhen the Government resolution says: , 

So far as the district authorities are coneerned, th^ displayed conspicuous 
energy, resotiroe and activity, and thanks are particularly due, unongst others, 
to Mr. MaoDowell.'* 
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Is this not fulsome praise f 

I also know that some compensation has been paid to some of the. 
villagers, but, Sir, no censure appears to have been passed on the officials. 
who were responsible for the mistakes. The appointment of a committee 
is required to inquire into the conduct of the officials and whether any 
excesses were committed under their orders. There are some material 
differences between the official report and the report made by some emin> 
eut men of Bajshahi. I will read some extracts. About insulting the 
zenana in the house of SHaher Mullah, it states: — 

Some of the armed men noticed this backdoor through which they entered the 
inner apartments and chased Musammat Moina Bibi, the mother of Shaher Mulla, 
an aged lady, who had come out of her room to ascertain what was happening. She 
ran back into her room and shut the door. The armed men made use of Some insult¬ 
ing remarks, held out threats and tried to force open the door. 

Then, Sir, about the shooting of Toki Pramanik I find that the 
following is given in this report:— 

A group of three persons, namely, Toki Pramanik, who was a brother-m-law 
of Shaher Mulla, along with Momim Mridha and Pacha Mridha were proceeding 
towards Shaher Mulla’s house. While they were very near it some armed men 
who were taken by three men as dacoits shouted- out—“ dhar,” “ dhar,” and all the 
three ran away. Momin Mridha and Pacha Mridha ran into a khodaJdiana (private 
mosque) near by while Toki Pramanik jumped into the river Baraloi which is a 
short distance west of Shaher Mulla’s house- 

e 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: I am sorrj to interrupt the 
speaker. If he reads the answer given to a question on the subject yester¬ 
day he will see that he is mistaken. Toki was a villager who was hit by 
a stray shot and not by Mr. MacDowell. 

Kumar 8HIB 8H EKHARESWAR RAY : The official report says that 
the man was not shot by Mr. MacDowell, but the non-official report is to 
the effect that Toki Pramanik was shot by a Sahib, if not by 
Mr. MacDowell. It is therefore to clear up the mystery that I want a 
committee of inquiry. Let the xK>sition be cleared and let the guilt be 
duly apportioned. The report continues:— 

This was no protection to poor Toki who according to Momin Mridha was shot 
by a sahib. He was wounded in three places about the knee, higher up in the thigh 
and on the right side of the back. 

In the official report it is stated that there was only one shot, but here we 
see that there were three shots fired on him. The non-official report 
says:— ’ , 

' Two shots were received by him while he was in water and one after he had- 
reached the opposite bank of the river. 

In the official report it is stated that notice of the man was talcsn the 
very night, but this is ndt so. .The reply to my question says that sq far 
as Toki is concerned he was not captured by the police, nor did he.reteid 
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the Iftot that he had been wounded. It is turther stated therein that it 
is only after his death that the fact of his being wounded at Mohanganj 
was j^own to the authorities. With due respect I say from personal 
knowledge, that it is not so. Government ofBlcials knew before- his 
death that Toki was shot. The non-official, committee say that “there¬ 
after the policemen took no further notice of him but left him to his fate.” 

Now I come to the other point, I mean the official report in which it is 
stated that only one man was shot in the river, but the non-official report 
is ta the effect that two men were shot. The non-official report says:— 

Another man named Nafar Kamaru, a boatman by profession, was also simi¬ 
larly chMed. He also jumped into the rirer with a view to save himself from the 
attack of people whom he took to be dacoits. While Nafar Ehamaru was 
swimming across the river, Babu Sri Kanta Sarksr, whose evidence we have 
recorded, was forcibly taken to the river bank, where a number of armed men 
stood in battle array under the lead of the Superintendent of Police himself. 
Babu Sri Kanta Sarkar states that notwithstanding repeated assertion on his 
part that Nafar was one of his men the order to fire was given by the Superin¬ 
tendent of Police and the shots hit him in four different places. 

‘ In the official report it is stated that Mr. MacDowell is not at all to 
blame for this. This also ought to be cleared up by the proposed com¬ 
mittee of inquiry. 

I 

Some statement has been made about the compensation that has been 
paid. Of course some compensation has been paid to the widow of Toki, 
but it is only Rs. 1,000—the price of an Indian life is only Rs. 1,0001 
While Mrs. Sherwood who was only assaulted by the mob at Amritsar got 
a huge sum. However, that is another story. No compensation has been 
paid to the mother of Shaher Mulla; no compensation has been paid to the 
men whose houses were raided or to the people who were arrested by the 
police by mistake and detained the whole night till next morning. 

A reference has been made to the statements made by certain officials 
which might throw further light on the subject. The Hon’ble Member 
says that the statements could be placed at our disposal, if desired. It 
is very kind of him to say so now. Certainly the notice of the resolution 
was given about a month back and it would have been much more kind 
of him if he had communicated the news to me a little earlier so that I 
might have dealt with them; but that is not the way of the Hon’ble 
Member. 

I do not like to detain the House any more. There are material dis¬ 
crepancies between the official report and that of the non-officials. So I 
think a committee of ifiquiry should be appointed. 

The motion was pui and agreed to. 

Thtt PRE^IDiNT: The nesjit motion is in the name of Babu Kishori , 
Mohan Chaudhuri, but that deals with a mattey which is now under 
judicial inquiry.' Therefore, it caimot be discussed, and I pass it over. 
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It was as follows;— 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that a committee, 
consisting of officials and non-officials, be appointed to inquire into and 
report upon the action taken by the local authorities in connection with 
the escape and recapture of the convicts of the Bajshahi Jail.” 

I now call upon Baja Manmatha Nath Bay Choudhury to move the 
resolution which stands in his name. 

Vocational training. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: ” This Council 
recommends to the Government to select every year from each district 
of Bengal and send out, at their cost, to diffei^ent foreign Universities, 
at least a dozen deserving graduates or under-graduates of the Univer¬ 
sities of Calcutta and Dacca for a three years* course of technical, indus¬ 
trial and agricultural training under such conditions as Government 
may deem proper.” 

I think I shall not be guilty of exaggeration if I say that the 
question of vocational training in this country at the present moment 
transcends all other public questions, in weight and importance. A 
silent revohition, or call it an unrest, stares us in the face. If we take a 
correct bearing of the sitriation we shall find it to be too serious to be 
made light of, particularly in relation to its economic and educational 
aspects, as they are based, not so much, as is often supposed, upon petty 
jealousy roused by foreign competition or foreign enterprises, or upon 
a real feeling of aversion for cultural training, on western lines, as 
upon an unyielding determination to work out the material salvation 
of the country with the help of Science. 

Sir, I am led to believe that exceptional economic conditions have 
created , the present exceptional situation, and, if we are to restore the 
lost equilibrium, these abnormal conditions shall have to be dealt with 
very carefully and seriously in the light of true statesmanship. There 
is absolutely no denying the fact that our people can no longer stand 
upon services or professions. Hardly is there a man in Bengal to-day 
who does not feel that the material salvation of the country lies in the 
revival of her trade, commerce, her arts and industries. Hardly is there 
a man in Bengal to-day, who does not sincerely deplore the backward¬ 
ness of our people in the matter of technical, industrial and agricultural 
education. The feeling has gone abroad, and it is irresistible, that the 
three B*s if no technical and industrial training has gone along with 
them, are apt to produce a fourth B of, ” Bascaldom,’* for whieh the 
Government are alleged to be providing an excellent foundation by their 
apathy and indifference with regard to technical and agricultuiul . 
e^cation of our people. This is a very serious allegation and I think, 
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promises; but, in my o|»imori,/.by quioJcl;!' 
a practical way with legitmate aspirations of 
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... ' I l^lraid, Sir, that it will be an upbill task for Government to 
‘^l^^tute the -imagination of those of our people, who have, been led 
.'0rSif',ii0iia- the'Government} if I. may say so, unless the powers that be 
^^re /prepared to take vigorous steps to train the hands of our phople 
'|k the various useful arts and industries and in all the up-to date agri¬ 
cultural and scientific works; for,- it is apparent that our people have 
realised that the political freedom which has been promised them will 
he meaningless, without commercial or economic freedom. Tfi^e it. is, 
that our country is primarily an agricultural country; but, there is no 
denying iha fact that ever-increasing population and demands of life 
have by far exceeded the producing capacity of our land and I- think 
it Ip essential that new openings for material prosperity should he made 
fo*“thein. It is also an undeniable historical truth that, in the medieval 


days, India was a great trading country; her commercial civilisation, 
her legendary wealth, the industrial genius of her people, and her great 
mercantile cities were the wonders of Europe. Europe has no doubt 
beaten India in the race and beaten her very badly too; but following 
in the wake of an industrial awakening,' the Indians of to-day have 
resolved within themselves to retrieve India's lost glories and wipe off, 
if possible, from her fair brow the stain of that defeat and her pi'esent 
distress. I think it will be a serious mistake on the part of Govem- 
inent to forget that our people are out to win economic freedom for their 
country. Ib-ey are really anxious to have the vast resources of their 
country developed by their own men and, if possible, also by their owii 
money. They are no longer willing to supply to the merchant princes 
of the world mere labourers; they want to have their own trained men 
for their .pwn purposes as well as to supply to the world, if nefted he, 
their own mechanics, their own engineers and other scientific workers. 
I tb^jk tha.t if the Government is to win back the people who have been 
j|Way they must fulfil these ambitions. 


I may, with your permission, say that our IJniversities, on the 
oth^ harid, have:gtown unpopular. This is not only because our peo]^© ' 
ai-b' avfersb to cultural'trainmg on Western lines, but it is also'because. 

Afe no sister universities in pur province for technical, industrial 
and..agncu^4tiral education of our youths. It may be that the abuses 
been, h^led against our TXniversities, froni all, directions;. 

upon sober and cogent reasons. li ; 
might not ha^ been always merited, but t!^ere is absicN 
that people no longer be satisfied with the preienil" 

hy industrial, tet^loiil 
,4b r6cational.trahiing-,;^l|r • 






is often-the case, in India.' ^We stand npoa theof a new evaii^ 
at this turning point of our naticmal life otir pe^ls hiave rocHleed; 4^^ 
their material salvation lies in the revival of India’s trade and ocnki^ 
merce. They will not rest till uptodate scientific education in id}-its 
branches, is brought to their doOT, so that they'may, in the fullness of 
tiiiie, stand on their own legs and hold their own against any ^nation on 
the face of the globe. This is a legitimate aspiration ,erhi<^ (lovem;' 
ment is in duty bound to fulfil. If Government were in a posr^cbi^^" 
j^re all the money required for the establishment of tTniversitieS 
technical, industrial and agricultural education in Bengal, I would 
udabsitatingly recommended Government to start themnt onde with well 
■ (H}Hipped feeder institutions scattered aU over the Presidency, but having 
. Regard to the financial position of Government, it would be idle to ^pect 
that such a measure could be given effect to. ^ Failing that, it is incum¬ 
bent on Government to provide funds for scholar^ips to enable an 
- a^quate«. number of our young men to go abroad for technical, in1|us- 
trial and Agricultural education. I. think this ^hould he immediately 
'done, for, what I find is that our people ale gradually coming to thiTik 
that nothing is going to be done. It has already transpired that the 
Government of India have notified the Bengal Government to the effect 
that the State scholarships for Europe, which were hitherto given by 
the Government of India, will no longer be available to the people of 
Bengal. It is now the duty of the Government of Bengal to award such 
scholarships. 

♦ 

Sir,, it may be said, that my resolution is a bit too ambitious and a 
little too expensive, but what I am afraid of is that thtf impatient 
idealii^ will nOt be satisfied even with what I have asked for; he will 
ask for much more; for he lives in an Utopian situation of his own and 
is apt to cry for the moon. But I am confident that if the Government 
be pleased to give effect to my resolution it will go a great way to 
the Universities in Bengal more popular and at the same time satiffy > 
the legitimate aspirations of the people; for, there is still a ver^JaJge 
Section of our people who feel that what WesterU'^untries havaf^eU 
a oentoi^ to create, Bengal, and for the matter of that, India oapnot' 
achieve in a day. They believe in slow progrew but want it td^^^ 
steady; tliey do not want a revolution but they want tha GUveznmdnt 
to keep, pace with the tide of evolution. In their name. Sir, I ap|M!‘to 
the Government to accept my resolution and I hope and trust' t^i I 
do not appeal in vain. . ..^ 


NawalN^ K. W AFZAL, Khm BatiMiitrrThe is ist 

awakeniugi/to the^ uaed for tech^cal and Mustrid edncatiim a 
resolution like the one just meved by hon’l^ H^d, the Siddh 
of Santosh, is. su^ t0^efci»i^irh<de*keiavt^ M . . , 

As to seUdittg buxr Vbufijl 
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jjS&t tfie case is different with industrial and technical institutions. 
|[t 'will Ibe long befcae we can hope to complete with similar institutions 
|s f^ae^n countries. ' Again, in view of the fact that graduates are now 
^uite, Auiuerous,. I prefer -to send only graduates except in special 
^irtira^tances. 1 strongly support the general principle of this 
li^Ution. 


Babit BURENDRA NATH RAYS I am sorry I have to op^se'this 
iesolution. The reason is that we . should ask the Government to help 
w in sending boys to foreign countries for technical, industrial and 
agricultural training when there is a lack of funds or lack of sympathy, on 
the part of parents to send their children to foreign countries for such edu¬ 
cation or when there is no organisation in the country for sending boy§ to 
fCreign countries for fi^ch education. 'It is well, known that nowadays 
parents who con well .offdml to do it have been sending their boys 
to the different Universities of foreign countries, not by dozens but by 
hundreds, and I think that at the present time there are in the Engineer¬ 
ing Colleges and other Technical Institutes in Scotland, 'England and 
America about one thousand students who are getting thehr technical 
training. Students have also been going to Japan because education is 
much cheaper there than in Europe or in America. My friend, Raja 
Manmatha Nath Bay Ghoudhury, must be aware of the existence of the 
Association for the advancement of Scientific and Industrial education of 
Indians. He will x^robably be surprised to hear that under the aegis of 
that association, no less than 400 boys have been sent, during, the last 16 
or 16 years, to Europe, to America, and to Japan, and most of them have 
gone to these countries for the purpose of obtaining technical education, 
and, by technical education, I mean agricultural education also. It was 
onl^ ^t yecw that we sent 40 students and we are going to send 100 
slut^j^ this year. Well, that association owes its existence to my 
^te^ed friend Rai Jogendra Ohunder Ghose. Bahadur. He is not only 
Secwetary but he is the life and soul of that association and I am its 
pib^ Treasurer. I. may tell you that that organisation has the supiwri of • 
all .i;be samindars of the province. The Hon’ble Habarajadhiraja 
^ Biirdwan is one of its patrons and, in fact, all the noblemen 
contribute e regultu* monthly suhscriptiou in aid of that 
aiu|pci%^ With that mcmey we were in a posijtion to send about 
4iOOetw^nts to the foreign ^Universities. I have forgotten, to mention 
ope^pbi4^r. . Hesses. ^^Idnnon, Mackenzie, and Cbmpany- also allow 
a c^eiiam.rednctibn in ^e passage money to our bdys—I tiiink our are 
too perndtted tfji oidy-haR the mtie are deeply grateful 

tb !||^ekeme and Cc^lbny dfpr their Idndness; €k> 

in CSalautte. 
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Formerly the Government need to pay a grant of Es. 6,000 annuaUy 
but the grant was reduced to Es. 8,5.00 at the time of the war and ho^w 
we are not getting anything. 

T-et us see what the cost of the* scheme of my friend Raja Manmatha 
Nath Ray Choudhury would be. It would cost, I think, about 
Es. 60,000 to Es. 70,000 per annum. Each boy would cost about Bs. 300 
per month orEs. 4,000 per annum and 12 boys will cost about Es. 48,000 
to Es. 50,000 annually in scholarships besides there is their passage 
psoney. So the scheme would cost at least Bs. 60,000. Instead of 
spending this sum we might reorganise the Sibpur Engineering College 
apd have a good technical institute along with the Sibpur Engineering 
College. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: is the member 
in order in advocating tlie cau.se of the Sibpur Engineering College and 
of the Scientific Association 

\- 

The PRESIDENT: I think it has a relevancy. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY,: I think that if the mone/which 
my friend wants to spend in sending out boys to foreign countries were 
spent on improving the Sibpur Engineering College it would be a per¬ 
manent gain to the country. For these reasons, I eannot support the 
resolution. 


Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 . GUPTA: I have ve^ great 
pleasure in supporting this resolution. I am extremely sorry that my 
friend, Babu Surendra Nath Eay, has taken upon himself the r6le of the 
zealous custodian of public funds. The motion has my heartiest approval 
and support. We can no longer afford to be “ frogs and toads in a well.’* 
If we are fo keep our.selves abreast of thevother people of the world, in 
their onward march towards Progress and Civijisation^ we must look 
abroad. The example of Japan should be an eye-opener to, us. The 
Japane.se are an “ oriental people ” and yet in spite of the saying that 
the “ East never moves,” they have moved and are moving at a ve^ 
rapid “ pace.” Even China—^the immobile, • conservative*and ancieht 


China—has moved and created the bugbear of the “ yfellow peril ” to 
the Westerners. Only India is sleeping.” There is no knowing Eow 
long India shall remain in this stage of hybernation! Let it npt be 


said, that frbe countries only, like Japan and China, can keep.pfe.ce ^ith 
the “ onward march ” and not a dependency ligp India. Why? ' We 
are, it is said, on the high road towards “Swaraj.” If so, why should%e 
lag behind?. Is it not a fact, that Japan owes her wonderful x}p^ti<m’’.in 
world-politics by sending put her young hopefuls, in hundred# ?in 

thousands, to Euro{H#jknd Amwica to Ifeam and assimilate 
in Western culture, % ftittingfet thefeetof WfeB|ifc^ savants 
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ctdiure i laade ever^'item of western science and art her own. ^ .‘Ske, 

at State^xpenee, continued and still continues to send young ineu to 
Europe and America to learn all that is worth learning there. Why 
shoud not we do so? There is no other way for ^eedy progress. , We 
are not for abandoning all that is best in our ancient civilisation and 
culture. The process is not one of denationalisation, rather it is demand- - 
ed by Ou^ highest and noblest spirit of nationalism. Here,j[ must pjiy 
my highest compliments to Rai Jogendra Ghunder Ghose Bahadur, who 
has been for years doing his utmost through gloom and sunshine, through 
hopes and despair, through good report and ill report, to give shape 
this idea, by sending dozens of young men to Europe, Japan, and 
America. It has been said that those young men on their return do not 
find sufficient opportunity for utilising their knowledge, garnered in 
foreign lands. This, I think, may be partially true, on account of our 
abject poverty and the indifference of our capitalists and Government, 
in not starting or supporting commercial and industrial concerns, where¬ 
in these young men dan have scope for utilising their talents and knowl¬ 
edge. The movement of. my friend, the Rai Bahadur, is not yet what 
it should have been by this time for want of funds. The Government 
is doing very little in this direction. Ijet the Government show its 
sincerity in elevating the people, by taking immediate steps for giving 
effect to this idea. Mere protection from foreign invasion and mainten¬ 
ance of internal peace and order in the-country will not do; we want to 
join the great race of nations for economic and industrial prizes. The 
' means suggested in the resolution had been put to practical tests, by 
the States of the Far East, i^hich have not been found “ wanting ** but, 
on the contrary, they have been found eminently successful in the amelio¬ 
ration of the condition of th^dse countries. Why should we not then 
adopt them ? Cannot we save money enough by curtailing our enormous 
expenditure on frontier defences, the police, and for the maintenance of 
a top-heavy adtoinistjatidn for this, useful purpose? Where there is a 
.will, there is a way. Let our Government show its least inclination to 
follow in the wake of Japan and China in this matter, and money will 
he forthcoming in ahundance.v We feel every day that o«r effoiis 
towards giving pure literary education to our young men have been 
.. futile, our cleverness in mastering the abstract science useless, and our 
unpardonable vanit;^ for our ancient culture, the bane of ^our progress. . 

. W®.ya»^ to give a new bias to our national mind towards the practical 
^iences and arts. The cry for vocational education has become insistent 
ahd how can we inaugurate.a system of such education, without training 
^ hiimbfer of young men who should be the pioneers in this holy war of 
regeneration? Agriculture,. industry, technology and every 
art in this country are in their primitive sta^s far behind the 
iW^jtera syistems. Haly can we expect tc^stop fcfieign exploitation and 
0«»LauraAeath, apd rain 'Without taking to newer methods? The strug-* 
.'gla^’^r eaiist^te has become very keen, We can hP Ipnger sit idle with 



634 VOGi^lOITAt 

folded hands and watch the ir^iho in wiich the whoUt world is eng^f43 
and has heen taking part. If the GkrremmenVhas be«i **popnlaii$^^; 
let the people, first of aB, live and then, and hot till then, we can ^ow 
others to let live. 

•Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDYi I have .ranch ideaswre in sup¬ 
porting the resolution which has been ably moved Ba VaTnatithh. 
Nath Bay Ghoudhury and I am really sorry to find that this resolnts(n;i 
has been opposed by our esteemed friend Babu Snrendra Nath Bay. 
Our friend appears to be very jealous of the Association of which he is 
the worthy Treasurer and he has stated to-us that last year 40 students 
had been sent up by the Association for the advancement of Scientific 
Training to foreign coimtries and this year 100 students are lUrely to 
be sent up. He proposes that there should be a hiimber of industrial 
schools and colleges in India. I have not the slightest objection to 
that, on the contrary I am going to move a resolution that there should 
be industrial schools and colleges throughout Bengal. But in connec-' 
tion with this item, I would draw your attention to page 309 of ^e 
Beport of the Indian Industrial Commission to the fact that in the <»8e 
of Japan, notwithstanding the existence of a number of industrial 
schools and colleges, the Government of Japan send up a large number 
of students to America and other parts of the world for in^dustrial edu¬ 
cation. As it appears from the repOTt itself: *‘With the provision 
for higher education that Japan has made in her own country yet she 
has continued to send a large number of students abroad. The Japanese 
Year Book for the year 1917, shows that there were 2,213 students stay¬ 
ing abroad in foreign countries—the bulk of them in the United States of 
America: " So it appears to us that notwithstanding the fact that 
there is a number of industrial schools and colleges in Japan the Gov¬ 
ernment of Japan send up a very large number of students to AwieWea f<Mr 
ihdustrial education. We all complain of the high priced of clones 
and other necessaries of life. What is the reason P The reason is 
the want of industrial education. We are under the painful necessity 
of exporting a heavy quantity of cotton to foreign countries and de^hd 
on Manchester for the supply of our dothes. We export crores of. 
rupees worth of hides and have to depend on America for leather. 
That IS the reason why I suggest from time to time that we hAi% 

a number of commercial schools and colleges in Bengd. W» canfiot 
expect to do that unless we have a sufficient number of . i^T o fS es eptn to 
teach these subjects and that is the reason -^y we iffiould send a nhlhl^ 
of students to foreign countries for training in industrial suhje^s «o 
that they may come hack and teach these subjects to the stuc^ta!'-^ 
Bengal. It further, appears from page .309 of ^e Bepqii of 
trial Cbrnmission that three years ago the Government df 
sevend Scholarships, not excmsding 10 in num^tv ta ena^ 
to Btoope lUid America f<w spsdid 



,, " 4 ^, 


(E^isisa. 




of Indi^ haye already taken tke/'Kiddeisjiary jstepa^ 
is-not adequate. Th,e .Goveminent of SeUj^^ 
iisi^ to ^ke a. oontriWtion (!>f"Ra. 6,00(y per annum to the eaid Us^mia* 
tioni birt I am, sorry to dnd that, notwithstanding the fact that thb 
^saociat^on ,has been dding good work, the contribution has been with- 
. 9 ^wn^< . The G^ctninent India have recently increased the number 
pf tocfciieal scholarships to 30 and have' revised the rules regulating 
jfche grant of such scholarships, but I beg to submit that these scholar¬ 
ships are too few in number to meet the requirements of the situation. 

; With these remarks, I beg to support this resolution. 

Babu MALINI NATH ROY; I beg to move that the question be 
how put. 


The luotion that the question be now put was put. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
IND|ISTRIE8 (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab All Chaiidhuri, 
Khan Bahadur); I was going to reply to this resolution. The position 
IS this toat I was going to accept this resolution in a modified form and, 
unless it is put before the Council, I do not know how it can be decided 
by the Conn dll. 

The PRESIDENT; .,The motion that the question be now put has 
already been put. I am sorry I put it to the House before the 
Government Member had replied which is not what I generally do. 
At the same time, I must say, that there is no absolute right on the part 
of the Government Members, when a closure is moved, to insist that 
they should be heard before the motion is put to vote. They can speak 
at an eafly stage of the proceedings. Having put this motion already 
to the House, I am afraid, I cannot a^low the Hon’ble Member to speak 
. before the result is known. 

The motion that the question be now put was agreed to. 

The resolution was then put and agfeed to. 


Siie, etc. of bullock and buffalo carts. 

or. HAHAN SUHRAWARDYl Tii. Oouacfl recommend, to 
tite ^erament that the eue oi bnUook and buflalo cart, and the 
mum. load allowed to be carried on them be reduced.** 

In eouueotion with resolution No. 40, I have already submitted 
n^ pw^sDsaJs for legislation, for mitigating the hardskips on-dumb ani- 
a^ I do not propose to take up the time of the Council by repeat- 
I kave got a number of weigh- 

namely, the Howrah bridge at the junction of the 
H^^on Road and other idaoes where bullocks and 
bul^ bft^ saiU and the Utility of these weigh-bridgto cahnofe 

be quei^imi^i but it has its limitalions. .Those carts, only have 
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to pass over these bridges are brought to the weigh-bridge for purjwees 
of weighmeut; but those that uot to piftss over these bridges eisi^jpe 
weighment and there are no means of asertainiug whether the n^ximum 
limit is exceeded in their cases. Then, again, some of the cartmen 
whose carts have to pass over the weigh-bridge can escape the ^gilahce 
of Ihe Officers of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
and they escape with impunity. The second point is that some of these 
cartmen escape the notice of the officers of the Society by some judi- 
cioris action on their part, that is, giving some gratuity^ Therefore, 
the weigh-bridge is not always a sure method of preventing over-load¬ 
ing. The establishmeutj^maintenanoe and recurring expenses of weigh¬ 
bridges will also be large. Therefore, I put it to the House that by 
reducing the size of the bullock and buffalo carts we can prevent over¬ 
loading, as the capacity of these carls will hold a definite amount of 
load. Of course, I know, such things as pig-iron are very heavy, and 
in their case the carts can be overloaded, but the general merchandise 
takes a good deal of space and has a certain amount of weight; and the 
bigger the cart the more the liability there is for abuse, that is the 
reason why I have imt forward this resolution. 

* »- V ft 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I think that 
if I wei’e to explain the matter, my friend would probably see his way 
to modify his ro.solution or eventually to withdraw it. I think T am 
in a position to offer a modus vivendi. In the first place, I desire to 
point out to my friend that, his resolution, as worded at present, covers 
not. only Calcutta but the whole of the rural area. My friend will recog¬ 
nise that the application of this principle to the rural areas is a matter 
of very great difficulty; and I do not think that the Government or the 
Council would be justified in accepting the resolution in regard, to the 
rural areas, without consulting the authorities in those areas, without 
further investigation and inquiry. I think, therefore, that my friend 
should confine his resolution to Calcutta only. I understand thai| he is 
willing to do so. If the scope of the resolution be thus limited, I desire 
to send it to the Coiiwratiou for its opinion and then to await the 
result of, its decision before taking any action in the matter. I need 
hardly say that I have the deepest sympathy with the object of this reto- 
lution, though I remember having heard one' of my friends oppcwite 
remarking that the expression of sympathy on the part of the GoWn- 
ment Members was sometimes suspicious. I hope there is no element of 
suspicion with regard to this matter as it is coupled with a praotibal 
step, viz., a reference to the Corporation. If my friend agre^ to 
modify his resolution, I am prepared to adopt thia course; 

Or., HA88AN SUHRAWARDYs In vie^ of the as8urah<^"'^Veja by- 
the Hon’ble the Minister, I beg leave to withdfow th^ fe^uMdin. 

The resolution was then, by leave of the Cotmcfl, withdrawn; ' 
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Caleutfa Ele^rio License. 

f'- 

Babu JATIHDRA NATH BA8U: This Counoil recommends to' 

the Government that the amendment apidied for by the Calcutta Electric 
Supply Corporation, Limited, in the Calcutta Electric Lighting License 
of 1907, for altering the periods after which the option of purchase can 
f be exercised from 10 years to 20 years be not allowed.’’ 

The Calcutta Electric system is run by the Calcutta Electric Supply 
Coiporution which is a joint stock concern having its head ofl&ce in 
T ondon. It has not got a local hoard of directors and no local body to 
control its working. It carries on its work under a license granted to 
it by the Government under the Electricity Act. Tinder that Act, the 
Government is authorised to grant licenses to local authorities and to 
other persons to supply electrical energy and to lay down pipe lines with¬ 
in specified areas under the conditions laid down in the license. In 
pursuance of tlie authority given to Government, it granted a license 
to the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation in 1907. In that license 
ii was provid'd that it should end in 1918, and if the option of pur¬ 
chasing wj..-. Li,^t fhon exercised the period would be extended by another 
IJ year«. 

The Electj'r S'j^ply Corporation now* wants that instead of the 
period oi lu ycMrs, they should be granted an extension for 20 years, 
that is to say, that vhe extension should commence from 1918 and end 
in 1938, after which, if the option of purchase is not exercised, the 
period should be extended to another 20 years and so on. 

Sir, fhere is a j.trong public feeling in Calcutta and its neighbourhood 
that the public are nut served by the Electric Supply Corporation in the 
way they should he sei .ed The convenience of the public is not pro¬ 
perly attended to. The hoard of directors is in London and cannot be 
approached and there is. no authority in Calcutta who can deal with 
coniplaints fi*om the public. The ground upon which the- Electric 
Supply Corporation has asked for an extension of the periods of option 
is that they want to lay out more capital by raising money on debentures 
' in order to extend and improve their system so that they may be in 
. a posiiton to lower their rates. But it should he remembered that when 
they obtained their license in 1907, they agreed that the period during 
which they should work should be up to 1918 only. They had then a 
large amount of capital to lay out and yet they agreed that the period 
should not extend beyond 1918. Sir, in this respect,"'! submit^ they have 
got no grievance. As regards capital expenditure t^ere is a provision in 
the Aet under which, if the option of purchase is exercised, they get 
the’full value of their money. The present period does not termigata 
till 19^, and.the option of purchase can be intimated to them two years 
hefpie thkt. So there is a long time still for the terminaiion of the, 
presinV license ^nd theire is no reason .yrhy the license should be revised 
now*. ^ ' 
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' CALCUTTA ftEOmiO “ [14ip telf 

■ The PIIE8IDENT s Oentilemen» before.! oeB upon tbe other meaitbeiu 
to speak on tbe resolution^ I think it light to j^int out that if the. 
debate is not finished to-day the motion will lajme^ . •> ' 

t ^ ' 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: 1 beg to support this 
motion and, in doing so, I may point out to the House that the whole 
que^ion was referred to the Calcutta Corporation for their oonsideiu- 
tion and the amount of literature on this subject is, as will be &^n— 
I hold the volume in my hand—rather bulky. The Corporation gave its 
best consideration to the question and came to the decision that this 
extension should not be given. Indeed, there is no reason why this 
indulgence should be shown to the Calcutta Electric Supply Corpora¬ 
tion. The reason that they gave is that it w ould be beneficial to the con¬ 
sumers. But I think that this apparent sympathy for the consumers 
should not be taken at its face value. Last year the Corporation paid a 
dividend of 20 per cent, and yet they put a 15 per cent, surcharge tax 
upon the consumers, on the ground that the price of coal has gone up,, 
and it is this Company who now want an extension for the benefit of the 
consumers I Nothing could be more absurd or ridiculous and, there¬ 
fore, we are bound to oppose it. Their reserve capital amounts to 
about £5,60,000, and yet they say that they cannot raise money unless 
the period is extended. There is no reason why this indulgence should 
be given to this Company. The question should also be considered 
from various other points of view, but there is no time for it now. If 
we give an extension to this Company, we may never be able to buy up 
the concern in future or to introduce a healthy system of rivalry with 
some other company, and they will go on putting surcharge and other 
additional taxes. It is practically a monoixily company. Regard 
being had to all this, we must be careful about granting them the 
extension asked for. We do not know what may happen within the 
next 10 or 15 years. It is quite possible that an Indian company might 
be formed within that time. Then why should we, by our conduct at 
the- present moment, make it impossible for an Indian concern to take 
up the contract in future ? For these reasons I support the resolution. 
It is an important matter. The Coporation gave its best consideraticm 
to this question and, they ere also opposed to an extension. I do not 
think there would be any hesitation on the part of the House to accept 
tjbe resolution. 

Ral Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadurs I rise to give my whole¬ 
hearted support to this resolution. Only yesterday, the Corporation 
passed a similar resolution and it was carried with the consent of "the 
whole House without any opposition. As a citizen of Calcutta/! have 
enjoyed the benefits of the electric power. Electricity is no longw Arnat- 
ter of luxpry but oi necessity, and I think in the interests of thi of 
Calcutta/ibis question should he v^ carefully consi^red. 
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|K^ out that tb.e existing contract will not axpiro h^ore 
1908^ ai^^;jth^oiiiMns of Calcutta are reluctant to grant a renewal of 
the licjei^ of, the Electric Supply Corporation. They are anxiously 
expecting for a lowering of the rate. It was lowered once, bat, as 
Bal^ Eurendra Kath^Hullick pointed out, a surchatge of 16 per cent, 
was put on the consumers. This company has been earning a very good 
dividend' year after year, and I cannot understand why such a prosperous 
Company should put a surcharge tax upon the consumers. It is not a 
Com^ny which deserves indulgence It has been said that they cannot 
borrow money unless the time is extended from ten to twenty years. 
Whether it is possible or not 1 cannot say as I ana not a financier. But 
whatever tMht may be, the prevailing opinion is that the Corporation of 
Calcutta should try to seek out a rival company. Perhaps it may not 
be.poraible but that is the opinion. It has been suggested that Cal¬ 
cutta might be' divided into two parts to be served by two rival com¬ 
panies. It has also been suggested that lines may be laid near impor¬ 
tant streets so that the municipality may take up the work. All this 
should be very carefully considered.' With these words, I support the 
resolution. 


Adjournment. * 

The usual time for adjournment having been reached, the Council 
was adjourned to the next day at 3 p. m., without question being put. 
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QUESTldNS. 


fX6TH JtliT 


Proceedings of the Bengal l-egislative Ceunoll ^assemhied undiar the 
provisions of the Government of India Aot. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
oh Friday, the 15th July, 1921, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

The Hon’ble the President, the Hon'ble the fo\ir Members of 
'the Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers, and 91 
nominated and elected members. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Alleged expenditure by the District Board of Je^ore by distributing 
medals to'school-boys in celebration of the Allies’ victory. 

246. Babu MALINI NATH ROY; (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minis¬ 
ter in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the District Board of Jessore has* 8j)ent an 
amount of Rs. 6,000 in purchasing medals for distribution among the 
school students of the district in order to signalise the victory of the Alli^ 
in the last war? 

(6) If the answer is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the Minister 
be pleased to state— 

(t) whether previous sanction of the members of the Board was 

obtained for the purpose, or whether it was done on the initia¬ 
tive of the Chairman himself; 

(u) the names of the schools which received such medals and ^e 

number of medals in the case of each school; and 

(in) whether it is not a fact that the said Board has beeft recently 
granted a certain sum of money as a loan by the Government? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) At the 

suggestion of the Government of India commemorative medals were 
presented to. pupils of educational institutions to celebrate the conclusion 
of peace. The District Board of Jessore indented for 45,000 medak at a 
cost of Bs. 4,624. ' , 

(6)' (i) The Chairman of the District Board reports t^t aa jhe. indent 
had to be submitted urgently there Was no time beforehand to ooipts^t the 
members of the Board to a meeting. 
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1^ Is Imported thai the medals were distributed to tbe students of 
botK .boys-and gfirlsV piimary schools and viuktahs in the District Board 
area;' through tbe sub-inspectors of schools?* Details have not' been 

supplied. 

* ’ * 

{iii) The Board has recently received a loan from Government for 
the Arul bH drainage scheme. 

Number of serious and petty cases triect by Calcutta Police Courts. 

247. Rai Dr. HARIOHAN DUTT Bahadur; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Department he pleased to lay on the 
table— 

{i) a statement showing, year by year, the total number of “serious” 
cases sent up for trial by each thana in the town of Calcutta, 
, ’ between 1917 and 1920 j and 

iii) a statement showing, year by year, the total number of “petty” 
cases sent up for trial by each outpost, in the town of Calcutta 
between 1917 and 1920 ? 

• 

•'(6) Will the Hon’ble the Member in chj^rge of the Police Department 
also be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing, year by year, the 
total number of— 

(i) “ serious ” cases, 

(n) “ petty ” casesj 

disposed of in the Banhshall Street and Jorabagan Police Courts, in 
Calcutta, between 1914 and 1920? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon*blo Sir 
Henry Wheeler): {ay and (6) Statements are laid on the table. 

Statement No. 1 showing, year by year, the total number of “ Serious ” cases 
sent up for trial by each thana in the town of Calcutta between 1917 
and 1980 , referred to in the reply to unstarrt d questions Nos. 247 (a) 
and (6). 
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Statement No. 3, skotoing, year by year, the total number of “ Petty " co^ee 
sent up for trial by each oxUpost in the Town of Calcutta b^ween 1917 
arid 1920 referred to in the reply to unstarred questions Nos. 247 (a) 
and (6). 
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Statement Na, S eheUfing^ year btj year, the io^t number of serious 
cases and petty cases disposed of in . the Potide Courts *n Calcutta 
between 1914 and 1920, referred to m the reply to unstarred ques¬ 
tions Nos. 247(a) and (&). . 

Serious osaes. 


Tear, 

Oentnl Court 
(Banbehall 
S^eet). 

Northern DItI. 
alon JorabBKan 
Court, 

Southern Dirfalon 
Kyd Street 
Court, 

IBcUK 

1914 

4,913 

1 

2,161 

2,238 

4 
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4,417 
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6,301 

U,783 

1916 

4,556 
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* . 
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5,630 
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11,402 
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4,167 

3,663 


7,830 


Petty ossee. 
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1916 ... 
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64,000 

1916 ... 
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' KOTB.—Tb6 petty cues are itlren approxlnutely la rouud lunttbeia. ^ 


mie^e of railway, navigable rivers and roads in distriota of Sei^. 

m Babu TANKANATH CHAUOHMRI: WiU tk» Hon^le the 
Minister in oharge of the Department of -Fuhlic Works be pleased to 
state— . . , ■ ^ 

(1) the mileage of railway in eaoh district of BengajP- 
,i(j 2) ih«apea df each dw^^ • , 

(d) the names of districts''which hare rivers navigal^'' 
the-$'eat^; 
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(^) ilie names of districts wMcli hate no such riters; 

(5) the mileage of roads maintained in each district by the Publie 
Works Department; 

the mileage of metalled roads in each district; 

(7) the mileage of unmetalled roads in each district under district 

boards and local boards; 

(8) the income of each district board; 

(9) the amount spent on repairs of roads by each district board; 

(10) the average expenditure per mile on repairs and maintenance 

of kutcha roads in every district; 

(11) the average expenditure per mile on pncca roads in every dis¬ 

trict ; and 

(12) the volume of trade borne by river, rail, and road in each district P 


MIHI8TER in chargo of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (tho 
Hon'Iile the Nawab Saiyid Nawab All Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): (f) 

and (2) A statement is laid on the table. 

(d) and (4) Detailed information regarding the capacity for naviga¬ 
tion in all the channels of each district is not maintained by the Govern¬ 
ment. It is, however, known that, excepting Darjeeling, all districts in 
Bengal possess channels navigable to a greater or less degree. 

(d), (6), (7), (S) and (9) The statement referred to above furnishes 
the required information. 

(10) and (11) Government have no information. It may be obtained 
by direct communication with the authorities concerned. 

(12) There are no statistics regarding the interdistrict trade of Bengal 
except those of the Calcutta trade block. A statement showing the prin¬ 
cipal staples imported into, and exported from, Calcutta, for the year 
1920-21, is laid on the library table. 
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Babu TANKANATH OHAUDHIIRI i WilT the Hon’ble ihp Hbieter 
in charge of the Beparlment of Public Worke be pleaeed to^etoiev^ether 
Government are willing to help such District Beards ae oai&ot properly 
maintain their roads for want of funds f 

‘ Tile Hon*ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khali Bahadur: I should require a fresh notice because unless I see the 
papers I am not in a position to reply just now. 


Additional staff to meet increased work under Reformst 

249. Nawabzada K. M.. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon^ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be 
pleased to state whether the ministerial staff of the Secretariat has been 
increased on account of the extra work involved by the enlarged 
Beformed Council^ the appointments of Ministers, and additional mem* 
bers and officers ? 

(b) Have Government taken into consideration the fact that the 
recent numerous resolutions and questions in the Council have abnor¬ 
mally increased the work of the ministerial officers of the Secretariat ? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMEMT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler): (a) Tes; the increase is as follows:— 

Revenue Department .—One post Upper Division; two posts Lower 
Division; one typist. 

Finance and Commerce Department. —Six, stenographers. [These 
are not employed in the Finance Department solely, but are 
under that Department administratively.] > 

Legislative Department .—^Two typists. 

(6) Government are aware that the number of resolutions and ques¬ 
tions in the Council affects considerably the work of all those who have 
to d^l with them. 


Supplementary Grants. 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Sir Eyed Shams-ul-Huda): 

Gentlemen, I ought to tell the Council that 1 have received the follow¬ 
ing telegram fi'om His Fxcellency; 

'*16ih tind 18th have been allotted for Government business and the 
Couneff may be prorogued at any ijme on the conclusion of Govemnient 
busi^i^ to be transacted.’* 

So.^M^e will be neinore non-official business and all th^e mbHopasti^ding 
on the list fall through and fresh notipe wBl l^ye tojbp given 'the n«ldi 
irossion. ■ * \ 
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Si-^Lanil RtifMiN. 

in Minie •! DEPARTliiNT of REVENUE [LAND 
RSVENilSf CUm HoiVEIt the Maharajadhiraja Batiadur of EvnliiraiO 

moved o suioti of Be. 12,200 be g^ranted for expenditure under the 
head *6,~liand Bevenue' on account of the following items:— 

(t) Bevision of pay of the establishment under Land Acquisition 
Collectcnrs, Calcutta, Bs. 3,100; 

(tt) Additional contingent grant for the office of the Land Acquisition 
Collectors, Calcutta, Bs. 1,750; 

' (in) Additional clerks for the Dacca Collectorate, Bs. 3,185. 

(iv) Additional derks for the Faridpur Collectorate, Bs. 4,165.** 

The first item was included by the Land Acquisition Collector in his 
budget estipiates but was omitted by the Accountant-General as a case 
of pure omission. The amount has been provided, as already we have to 
pay ad^inieritn allowance to some staff there, and it has become necessary 
to revise the pay of the establishment under the Land Acquisition 
Collector. I may point out that of these Bs. 3,100 and Bs. 1,750 only a 
part of the cost is really borne by Government because the greater por¬ 
tion is paid by the Improvement Trust and the cost is apportioned at the 
end of the year. In the hist two years the portion of the Calcutta Improve¬ 
ment Trust’s share has been 65 ;5 and 67 per cent, and therefore it will 
be seen that the amount is a very small one and as we have to give ad- 
interim allowance it is proposed to revise the establishment. 

Turning to the question cf the Dacca Collectorate additional clerks, 
the Collector of Dacca submitted proposals for increasing the staff of the 
district office by 14 clerks and in the three subdivisions by 6 derks. The 
Commissioner examined the proposals and found that they were in order 
and forwarded them to Government. They have been scrutinised both by 
the Bevenue and Finance Departments with the result that the necessity 
of appointing 13 additional clerks has been admitted. The proposals were 
received too late for their inclusion' in tl\e Budget this year, but as the 
staff is urgently required, the Council are asked to vote the sum required 
for employing the additional clerks from 1st August till the end of the 
year. 1 may say, in this connection, that as it is likely that the increment 
of pay of clerks generally-will be brought up hereafter, I propose, if the 
moa^ is voted, to take the advice of the Standing Committee before 
communicating sanction to the employment of the staff to the Comnus-. 
eicner. 

Aa.l^gsrds the amount which we require for the Faridpur staff, the 
position ie this* ; So far back as August, 1920, Mr. JT. K. Boy, the District 
Offioqr: off Farii^ur, asked for 23 additional clerks. The latter in which 
he ra^vest Ims received the attention of Government. . lA this 

ietteif lii]^ witi t^^ office and the three sub^visional offices* 

of Madaripur, Goaluado and Gdpalg^j/ He has described the work done 
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by tbe present staff in eatib departihent of the District o&oe, Hhe Collector, 
ate English office, the Vernacnlar Department^ Aoconnts Departtttent, 
Titosury, Tauzi, CoQectorate Beeord.room, Basarat, Inc<ane-1?axj Fi^ltns, 
Magistrate’s Engli’sh Office and Tomaciilar oMce. Similarly,; he had 
discussed the needs of the three subdivisional offices. He haa shotrn that 
there has been a large increase in the work, and has based his demands 
on a comparison with the standards laid down by the Ministerial Officers’ 
Salaries Committee in 1908-09, which are the standards, accepted by 
Government, ^he Collector’s proposal were examined by the Com¬ 
missioner and being approved by him were forwarded to Government. 
They were examined by the Hevenue Department in detail, with the result 
that the necessity of appointing 17 additional clerks had to be admitted. 
The case was then sent to the Finance Department which agreed that 
the'additional staff was required. The examination of the case in the 
Revenue and Finance Departments took several months and consequently 
we were not able to make any provision in the Budget when it was 
presented in March last. As the present staff is overworked and relief is 
urgently required, the Council are now requested to grant the money 
required for the additional clerks from August to the end of the year. 

Here again, of course, I would say that having regard to whatever 
decision is come to by the Ministerial Officers’ Salaries Committee, 1 
propose, before giving effect to it, to have it further examined by the 
Standing Committee of the Revenue Department, if the grant is made by 
this Council* 

The PRESIDENT: Before I pass on to the next item I ought to tell 
the Council that His Excellency the Governor has allotted only one day 
for all items from Nos. 1 to 77 and these must be finished in the course 
of the day. If they are not, then I must put them to the vote without 
further debate in accordance with the rules. 

Babu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTA moved that the demand for 
the revision of pay of the establishment under Land Acquisition Collect¬ 
ors, Calcutta, be reduced by Rs. 1,500.” 

1 submit that before full effect is given to the recommendations 
embodied in the Report of the Salaries Committee no revision of pay 
of establishment should be made piecemeal. My second point is ,that 
it has not been made out why such a large amount as Rs. 3,100 should 
be required for additional pa 3 rment by way of revision of pay. So far 
as 1 understand it is only some sort of ad-interim allowance titot is 
being paid to ministerial officers, pending final adjustment and revision 
of pay. That being so, I beg to submit that there is no necesc% for 
making an allotment,^ especially in a supplementary budget. On theise 
grounds I am. of opinion that the' demand should not have .^een nmde. 

TIM HMflile DM MAHARAdADmitAdA BA^AO^I^ Pf 

BUROWAMf 1 have already explained tkat this amount is nedmMiT to 
revise the pay of the establishment of the Iiand Acquisition CoUectois’ 
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ofBloe* ■ I sW point ont ift AmukAti BUklm that the Mixtiiteital Officers^ 
SalsF^e OohaniitUe did net disdtiss the Laiid Acquisition Colleoters’ 
staff As it^is'toEnporar;, and, as 1 have said, the major poirtion of this 
amount at the end of the year is met from contributions by the Caloutta 
ImproTement dhuat. Under these circumstances, whether the Council 
wish to reduce this small amount or wish that the ad-interim allowance 
which is n(^ being given to this establishment should continue is a 
matter for them to decide. I have ^ready mentioned the facts of the 
case and I leave it to the -good sense of the Council. I may-say that 
the Improvement Trust has agreed to bear their portion of the cost. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Babu ANN ADA CH ARAN DUTTA moved ‘‘that the additional 
contingent demand for the office of the Land Acquisition Collectors, 
Calcutta, be i»duc^ by Rs. 1,000.” 

AU the arguments which I put forward in support of the first motion 
apply with greater force to this amendment. There are additional 
grounds, namely, that there is no question of revision of pay. It is a 
question of payment oif contingent grant. ITnder this generic term of 
contingent grant many small items come in, and it does not appear from 
the speech of the Hon’ble Member in charge why all on a sudden in the 
middle of the year there should be a necessity of paying a big amount 
close upon Bs. 2,000 by way of contingent, grant to the Land Acquisi¬ 
tion Collectors’ Department. In any case this amount, representing 
as I take it only 33 per cent., which is the share of Government, really 
represents a big amount for contingencies and all those things. On these 
grounds I press on the Council that this should be reduced. 

The Hon'ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWANi The position regarding the contingent charges is this:, 
that oyer Bs. 6,000 was demanded by the liand Acquisition Department 
and the Accountant-General reduced it to about Bs. 4,000. In our 
Department we have given Bs. 1,750, which, as it is. will not suffice; 
but in view of the present financial imsition that was. the minimum 
amount that we could put down. If that amount is to be further reduced 
we might not give anything at all. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

BaAl ANNADA CHAR AN DUTTA i As I find that my friend Babu 
Kishdri.Mohan Ghaudhuri has got a similar amendment, I should like to 
withdraw my next motion. 

The motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

It as follows:— 

** That thO demand for additional clerks of the Dacca Collectorate be 
reddced by Bs,. 2,000.” 

Bibii MlillDlil MDHAN GHAUDHURI moved ” that the deWnd^ 
for additional clerks of the Dacca Collectorate be rednOed by half.*’ 
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The di£Qiouliy we w giving nptkt9 thia iret that 

we were not supplied with papws. We now Eear tbAt tha ma^ep; was 
not brought before the Standing Comndttee, and it is to ba oonaHered 
whether before consulting the Standing Committee, it should be^aseed by 
this Council. If there be any necessity, and if that necessity meets with 
the approval of the Standing Committee, then we can pass it. ^e that 
has not been done, 1 think we should reduce the amount demanded by 
half, and it should be considered sufficient for the present. 

Bibu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: We have gone through the 
list of amendments, made by various members. One thing that stnkes 
a superficial observer who does not like to enter into details is that Babu 
Annada Gliaran Dutta has not left any room for either the Hon^ble Mem¬ 
bers or the Hon’ble Ministers to be soiry) because it will be found that 
he has opposed all motions for demands that have been made either by 
the Hon’ble Members or Ministers. After some discussions over these 
questions he has now begun to withdraw them. Babu Kishori Mohan 
Chaudhuri, who has already spoken on two questions, admits that he does 
not possess all facts and figures that are necessary for the discussion on 
these subjects, but still he opposes the demands. This practice of 
general opposition of demands and subsequent withdrawal has 6om- 
menced since the beginning of this Council. We do not know, how¬ 
ever, who is to blame. • ^ 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR ' ef 
BUROWANS The objection that has been raised so far is that this 
matter was not put before the Standing Committee.' Begarding that 1 
want to make it-quite clear that the principle which governs Stand¬ 
ing Committees is really this. First of all it must be borne in mind tha\ 
the Standing Committee’s recommendations can only be advisory. 
Secondly, the principle of having Standing Committees is really not 
merely to take their advice in matters relating to expenditure. Of 
course, if there are large items involving considerable expenditure, the 
Member in charge would do well to consult them. 1 did not think it 
necessary at the time when this was brought up that the matter should 
be considered by the Standing Committee for the reason, which I have 
already explained, that I thought that if the grant was sanctioned by 
the Coimcil, 1 would bring the matter before the Standing Coinniittee 
when the question of granting increment of salaries to other Depart¬ 
ments was considered by this Council, and until that time 1 intehii^ to 
ho3d it over, and if the Standing Committee agreed, and in view of what¬ 
ever attitude this Council took as regards the increment of salaries of 
Govems^nt officers in general, 1 should then lake action* Woe. these 
reasons, I did not think the matter to be of such intportahoe a# to be 
brought before the Stimding Committee . 

The motion was thmi put and kwt. 
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m/mm mitTAl in view of tbfi d^omoa the 
CouaieR ^ No. bi I do oot think 1 can preHe atninidnieht 

No; . 

The '^tion was then wiHidrawn. 

It was as foQows:— 

'** That the demand for additional clerks of the Dacca Gollectorate 
be refttsed.’^ 


Mu INDU BHU8HAN OUTTA moved ** that the demand for 
addi;^onal clerks for the Dacca Gollectorate be refused." 

1 have get only one thing to say after what has fallen from the 
Hon'ble Member, about the Standing Committee. If this matter had 
been referred to the Standing Committee, 1 am sure the Hon’ble 
Member’s case would have been much stronger and we would hate 
almost nothing to say against it. Five months of the year will have 
already gone by without this additional staff, and I woxild suggest that 
in view of the great deficit, in this year’s budget, the district authorities 
might try to manage the rest of the year without the staff. Next year, 
he may come up again, when the matter may be considered. 

In view of this, I hope the Council will refuse the grant. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR rAy moved " that the demand 
for additional clerks for the Dacna Gollectorate be refused.’* 

I oppose this demand on principle. I think we should grant sut^le- 
inentary demands only in case of absolute necessit 3 ^ In this case, 
Sir, we have already granted Rs. 2,00,000 for teipporary establish¬ 
ments. If any additional establishment is required during the year, 

^ it ought to be provided from the grant for temporary establishments. 

1 thought .that it included these additional demands. If it is abso¬ 
lutely necessary to appoint additional clerks, they should, I think, be 
provided but of this grant of Rs. 2,00,000. 

Nawabztdu K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: I beg to oppose the 
amendments moved by m^ hon’ble friends and the Kumar Sahib of 
Rajshahi. I am sorry to find them very keen in refusing the grant of 
Rs.. 3,185 for an additional staff of clerks for'' the Dacca Gollectorate, 
notwithstanding the urgent need of such a staff which the Hon’ble the 
Mali^ajadhiraja Bahadur of Bnrdwan has just explained in detail. 
My friends should understand that unless the staff is efiicient, it is sure 
the work urill suffer. I can speak from personal knowledge that the 
. worli^ has . oonsideraUy increased since the East Bengal Ministerial 
OfficOTs’ Sidaries Committee fixed the establishment more than a decade 
ago Vl807). We should not contest this. The Revenue ^pi^&rtment 
have esteli^y exunx&ed the proposal of the Collector of amoved' 
by the Ocunmissiok^. ’ 
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The Hon’Me the^ MAHARAJAIHttimA lAM^UI^ 
BURDWANs 1 have nothing further to add. I esplainod when \ 
asked for this money why it was necessary. ,I have said that it has 
been examined by the Commissioner, by the Bevenne and the ^nanCe 
Departments. We have only sanctioned what we have thought neees- 
sary. It is not a temporary staff, it is a permanent staff. IHie staff is 
urgently necessary and it has been delayed considerably. The ques¬ 
tion is whether we are going to allow the work in the Collectorate to 
suffer. It is a matter for the good administration of the CoUectOr^s 
offices and as such I hope it will be granted by the Council. 

, The amendment was then put and a division was taken with the 
following result:— 


AYES. 


Barma, Rai Sahib Samhanan. 
Ohaadhuri, pabu Kiahari Mohan. 
Chaudhurii Babu Tankanath. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harandranath. 

Oaa Gupta, Babu Nibaraii Chandra. 
Dutf, Rai Bahadur Or. Haridhan. 
Dut^ Babu Annada Charan. 

Outta, Babu tndu Bhuahan. 

Hue, Mauliri Ekramul. 

Makramaii, Munatn. 


Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Mttkhopadhaya, BMu Sarat Chandra. 
Naakar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Pal, Rai Bahadur Radha Charan. 
Raikat, Mr. Praaanna Dab. 

Ray, Babu turandra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shakbaraawar. 

Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh. 

Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. 


NOES. 


Atzal, Nantabaada K. M. Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmod, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Waofmuddin. 
Ahmod, Mauivi Aaaharuddin. 

Ahmod, Mauivi RaS Uddin. 

Ahmod, Mauivi Yakuipuddin. 

Ahmod, Munohi Jpfar. 

Ali, Mr, Syod Naoim. 

Ali, Munihi Ayub. 

Arhamuddin, Mauivi Khandakar. 

Acam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamod. 
Banorjoa, tho Hon’Mo Sir Surondra Nath, 
BaMon, Mr. H. 

Boadol, Mr. 0. F. 

Birloy, Mr. L. 

■MBDftBo Mr. 6- H. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Hastar 
Rphman. 

Chaudhuri, tho Hon'blo tho Naviab Saiyid 
Nawab Ali, Khin Bahadur. 

Oat, Babu B'hithmadov. 
oat, Mr. Sr -R. 

Datb Sal Bahadur Amur Nath. 

Day, Mr. 0* 0... 

OonAld; l^r. d. 

OhMa^ RMS Bahadur JoBtn dr a Chundor. 


Han, Mauivi A. K. Faai-ul. 

Hopkyns, Mr. W. S. 

Hunain, Mauivi Mahammod Madattur. 
Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Karimr Mauivi Paiial. 

Korr, -tho Hon'blo Mr. 4, H. 

Khan, Babti Oovondra Lai. 

Khan,' Mauivi Hamid*ud-din. 

Khan, Mauivi Md. RaMiuo Uddin. 

Lang, Mr. 4. 

Loot, Mr. O. H. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdvian, 
tho Hon'bl<fc 
Makramaii, Munthi. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Mitttr, tho Hon'blo Mr. P. 0. 

Moitra, Dr. datlpdra Math. 

Muhhorjoo, Babu Mitya Dhon, 

G'Kinoaly LL-Coi. Frodoriok. 

Fayno, Mr. C. F. 

Rahim, the Hon'blo Sir Abdmr.. 

Rpy, Babu dogtndra Nath* 

R^i Babu Nalitti Nath. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Laiit Mbhaii Sfngh. 
Stark, Mn M. Jk. 
whotlor, the Non’blo pir Honry. 
Wordtworth, Mr, W. 0. 


Gartfas, Mr..A..0. 

Gupts, Mr. N. B. 

The Ayes being SO, and the Noes 51, the motion was lost. 

Mmi KitHORI MOHAN OHAUDHURIt Sir, my amenaih^nt is 
covered by antendnientA Nos. 10 fuad 11. In that case Ironic It not he 
convenient to have the two other amendments moved ffrstF .^ ' - 
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TMJ^MfefDINTt No, it G^tiiiotl;»e allowed, but you toay wi^ilraw 
your iaoiion if you like. 

The motion No. 9 which stood in the name <9f Babu Kishori Mohan 
Ghaudhuii Was then, by leave withdrawn. It was as follows:—“That 
the demaud for additional clerks for the Farid'pur Collectorate be reduced 
by half/' 

Babtt INOU BHU8HAN OUTTA moved “ that the demand for 
additional clerks for the Faridpur Collectorate be refused." 

I beg to oppose this grant on the same ground on which 1 opposed 
the previous grmit, viz., that this item was not placed before the Stand¬ 
ing Committee. I do not see any use of having a Standing Committee, 
if 8U|>idementary estimates like this, are not placed before it. This 
staff will form pari of the permanent staff and yet the matter was not 
placed before the Standing Committee and their opinion was not taken. 
Sir, we have been able to do without this staff for the last four months 
and I think that we can do without them for the next eight months. 
Next year, if the question is brought before the Council for a perman¬ 
ent addition to the staff, we shall be glad to consider the question. In 
view of all this, I oppose that grant. 

ThO PRESIDENTS Kumar Shib ShekhUreswar Bay’s motion is 
identical so he may now speak on this motion. 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I only beg to support this 
amendment. 

Or. JATINDRA NATH MOITRAs I beg to oppose the amendment. 
I have personal knowledge of the facts. The clerks in the Faridpur 
Collectorate are oerworked and the proision for additional hands will 
not only give them some relief, but will also enable them to work with 
more eiticiency. With these words, I beg to oppose this motion. 

Tha Hon'ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWANs Sir, my great offence seems to have been that I did not 
consult the Standing Committee. I have already explained my position 
regarding that., I may. point out that in asking for this additional 
grant we are not really adding to the permanent establighment at the 
recommendation of the Collector. We are doing it on a principle 
accepted by the Government itself. It is laid down, that a derk can do 
a certain amount of work—^it is so laid down by the Salaries Committee 
of 190S aUd 1909—and it is on the basis of that which was accepted by 
the Goverhment that these additional clerks have beeu asked for. , For 
thcfse g!'e^ons and also for the reasons as mentioned by Dr. Moitra who 
Imows the cOndi^ons intimately that we have asked for these, addi^onysl 
derke-^mth for the mke of ef&den and for the better working of the 
Collectorate. I ask, Sir, that the amount be granted. 

The motion was'^put and lost, 
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The original motioii tor the grant waa &eii put and aginhd:^) 

2ft.--4«#iMral Adnrinitstri^HHk 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER moved tUt a of 
Es. .8,000 be granted for expenditure under tbe head * 22 .—General 
Administration^ on account of the following item: *Eepaira of the 
S. L. Stella^ Rs. 8,000.’ ” . , ’ 

The Council may remember that in connection with the budget we 
voted a sum of Es. 25,000 for a new boiler for this boat. TTxdbrtur 
nately on the 13th of March last this launch had a coUimon in the river. 
It was damaged and it cost Es. 7,250 to repair it. The expenditwe was 
obviously urgent, and the money was taken from the Es. 25,000 thai had 
been voted for the new boiler which, of course, is as^ necessMy now as 
it was then, and in fact on the latest figures we learn that ^e boiler 
will cost Rs. 750 more than what we previously estimated. These two 
items make up the sum for which 1 now ask for the vote of the Council. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler): Sir, before I move my motion, with your 
permission, I would substitute in it the figure Rs. 10,900 for the figure 
Es. 15,400. 

The PRESIDENT: Yes, you may do so. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: movnd 'Uhat a sum of 
Es. 10,900 be transferred from * non-voted ’ to * voted ’ under the head 
‘22.—General Administration—Legislative Council’ to provide for the 
pay and acting allowance of the officiating Secretary, Legislative 
Department.” 

This is rather a matter of transfer than of new expenditure. Mr. 
Tindall, who is the permanent Secretary of the Council, and .whose pay, 
he being a member of the Indian Civil Service, appears under the-non- 
voted head, has been on deputation to Simla, where he is at present, 
for training in the Legislative Department-Hsn excellent system by 
which the Imperial Legislative Department takes officers from diiS^nt 
provinces and gives them the wider experience that can be gained there. 
In Mr. Tindall’s absence, Mr. Hutchison is acting for him, and Revi¬ 
sion has to be made for his pay and acting allowance which come 
under the voted head. The original sum was cidculated up. to t^' end 
of the year, but I fully anticipate, and the intention is, thai Mr.^ Tindall 
will retui'n in the beginning of the cold weather, and even ledlowing a 
slij^jt nmrgin for delay there is no need to nudse provision fbr the last 
three menths of year. Consequently the, stun asked (or Is sHgHdy 
less than that put down on the agenda pa}ier.. . . 

motion was then put and agre^'tbi 
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•ir AkAw IMiiiiO moved ** tlmt e sum of Bs. 36,090 be granted for 
expen^tuM undsf the head * 24—^Administration of Justice,* on 
aocohitt oi'tilie following items:— 

Additional grant for boat-hire required by the District Judge of 
Tippera^ Bs. 4,556. 

^vision of pay of tiie 3rd and 4th Presidency Magistrates, 
B8.2,6T5. 

. EstabiisbiQent of a special Court for the trial of traffic cases, 
Bs. 22,400. 

Appointment of an additional Magistrate to try munitions cases, 
Bs. 6,000.’* 

As regards the first item. Sir, the facts are that this, year the 
District Judge has been unable to objain boats for the same monthly 
hire as last year and on that account he has got to pay something more 
in addition this year. Last year the cost on account of hire was 
Bs. 1,926 and this year it is expected to come up to Bs. 2,711. It is 
owing to the increased pay demanded by the boatmen due to the increased 
cost of living that there has been this increase in the charge for the 
boats. That accounts for a part of the additional sum demanded under 
this head. Then a larger number of • boats is required this year. 
.\ccording to the calculations, there are 410 process-serving peons for 
whom 124 boats are required, that is to say, one boat to every three 
peons on an average. The coat on account of increase in the rates 
and in the number of bdats amounts to Bs. 4,665 in excess of that of 
the last year. The District Judge’s report makes it clear that, unless 
additional boats are forthcoming, the processes cannot bo satis¬ 
factorily served, and that he cannot get boats this year at the old rates. 

A ‘ f 

The next item is the revision of pay of the 3rd and 4th Presidency 
Magistrates. Both the incumbents of these posts belong to the Bengal 
Civil Service. This Btouse may be aware that lately the pay of that 
> Service has been increased and incremental rates have been established. 
These two Presidency Magistrates are men of some, standing in the 
Service, ^d at present, according to the incremented rates of pay to 
which they would be entitled under the new scale, they would be 
actually- losing for acting as Presidency Magistrates here, that is to 
say, they get a feed pay as Presidency Magistrates, but according 
to the inomnental scale, their pay in the regular service , would be 
higher, They are also, entitled to ordinary duty allowances which ore 
aUewed ip the. officers of this class deputed to Calcutta. Altogether 
^the demahd.amounts to Bs. 2,676. 

tibu #lJiRBN0Rlt NATH RAY I May 1 ask what is the feed piay 
of the Presidency Magistrates f 
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The Hofi’Me Sir ilBO-UR-RA^IMl The Jh»d Presidency Magis¬ 
trate gets Its. 760 and the Fourth Presidency Magistrate Bs. 650, hut 
ac^rdin^ to their grade pay, the former is entitled to Es. 850 ihid the 
latter to Bs. 700. To this both the incumbenta of these* posts will be 
entitled to add the duty allowances. These allowances have been fixed 
in view of the local circumstances as well as with reference to the posts. 
During Mr. Keays* absence the officiating allowance from the Ist of 
May to the middle of October comes to Bs. 2,400 and their salary under 
the new scale would be Bs. 2,600. 

I now come to the third item regarding the establishment of a special 
court for the trial of traffic cases. This Council knows very well that 
there has been a great deal of trouble as regards road traffic in Calcutta. 
For some time past there have been many complaints as to the way in 
which the traffic cases are being dealt with; and you know only the 
other day there was a Taxi-cab Strike in Calcutta with the result that 
a committee was appointed, ‘with Mr. Beadel as Chairman, to inquire 
into the grievances of the taxi-cab drivers and to suggest proper mea¬ 
sures for the regulation of traffic in the city. That Committee has now 
sent in their report and they unanimously recommended, among other 
matters, that a special court of a Stipendiary Magistrate be established 
in order to deal with traffic cases. The Committee was a representa¬ 
tive one and their report on this head is to this effect. They say— 

We are of opinion that a leading defect of the present system of control in Calcutta 
is the^ absence of any proper machinery for securing the expeditions and effeotiye 
disposal of prosecutions. We' * understand that Gh>vemment has already under 
consideration a proposal that a permanently sitting court, presided over by a 
stipendiary magistrate, should be instituted for the trial sdely of offences against 
regulations concerned with Calcutta traffic. We consider this a most salutary 
proposal find desire to urge that it should be given effect to at the earliest possible 
date. The new court should be generously staffed and centrally situated, the 
presiding officer should be fully experienced in motoring matters, anjd should have 
attached to him a bench of honoruy magistrates, similarly experienced, sit^g in the 
same building. If this important departure is adequately developed, the foBowing 
benefits, not present hitherto, should be secured: — 

Offences will be commonly tried at a date when both witne'sses and accused are in a 
porition to remember the facts and discipline will be induced by prompt punUdunent. 

Rgl LALIt MOHAN SINGH ROY BaKailurs Is tbat the recom- 
men&tion of tbe Committeis ? 

Tht HlMl’IlIt Sir ABD<»UR-NAHIMs I am reading from the Beporl 
of the Committee. Owing to the congestion of cases, summons are 
ximde retimiable' sometimes two or three months from the date of the 
complaint. This is Certainly not desirable. These especially are cases 
which ought to be promptly brought before the Court and ditelt with. 
Then; at present there is a very great ^Hieorepandy id tbe ptih^ments 
that are i^mted, for instance, one ponora^ Magistrate indicts fine of 
Bs. 6 for a particular offence, while Mother 'Majgietrate impose a fine 
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of Ba. ^ for a similaT oiffoixce.* This ttate of iltlags, if poiw»il>te|. imgb^ 
to bo avoided* Tbe Committee: say— • 

ThO ■ in^owik of somotbiOg approaehisg a common standard of pOmshment for 
offences will be encouraged and the present marked unwiOin'gness of tlm 
pnbUe to v>^pteet their own interests by instituting cases or appeitring as witness bs 
oases* owing to the loss of private time involved, will be pro tanto reduced. It should 
also i^Uow that this central court profiting by the fuller and prompter evidence ^ced 
before it, will functidn more commonly than courts have hitherto done in the matter 
of exercising the powers of cancelling or suspending the licenses which the law gives 
it, and in taking effective notice of instances of police misconduct. 

As regards the exjienditure this is how it is made up. 

We have calculated the rent of the house to he taken for the purpose 
at Bs, 600 per mensem; clerks, Bs. 7,200; staff, Bs. 3,156; rates and 
taxes, furniture and- fittings including fans, Bs. 2,500; contingenc.ies, 
Bs. 1,000; and Bs. 500 for the menial staff. This makes up Bs. 16,356. 
Then the pay of the Magistrate has been pilt down as Bs. 500 a month. 

The fourth item relates to the appointment of an Additional Magis¬ 
trate. As the House knows, Mr. Swinhoe, the Chief Presidency 
Magistrate, is now engaged in trying the munitions cases; and he has 
very little time therefore at his disposal to try the ordinary cases of 
that court, with the re.sult that arrears are increasing. That is why we 
require an Additional Magistrate for at least six months. Mr. SwinKoe 
has to devote five days in the week to these big cases smd I may inform 
the House that there is already considerable complaint as regards 
the arrears in the Police Court. The cases there are not always as 
quickly dealt with as they ought to be. In this very House a ques¬ 
tion was asked the other day on this point, and there c^n he no deny¬ 
ing the fact that cases in that court should he more expeditiously 
disposed of. The High Court, the Chief Presidency Magistrate, and 
the Police Commissioner all have complained of delay.- So I do not 
think it would be safe to allow any further accumulation of arrears 
in that court. 

Blbu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTA moved *‘that the demand for 
the boat-hire for the District Judge, Tippera, he reduced by Bs. 1,666.” 

You will, note that the amount asked for viz., Bs. 4,555, is by way of 
an additional grant for boat-hire for the process-serving peons in the 
office of the District Judge of Tippera. I have some personal experience 
of Tippera. . One fact that is outstanding this year is that the number 
of .caaM. have been reduced or will he reduced a great deal due to what 
influence it is not profitable now to inquire; bat tbe fact remains that 
^ there will hot bo so much necessity for utilising the boata for the number 
of propossee to be'^ served will be much less. At the same time, the 
learned I^pct .Judge himself hiM,' as we have been ‘ told, dmnanded 
that aome additional ^ount is necessary;, thorefore, I have proposed 
.that Bs. 1,556 only beheduc^ ^mtbot amount. . 
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Th6 H0fll*bte Sir ABD^UR^flAHIMs t really do not nnderstamd Irhat 
ground .the mover of the amendment has for saying that .the number 
of cases has gdne down. This is not so. The District' ludge udio ought 
to know about these matters very well says that he wiU not be able 
, to have the processes served unless a larger number of boats are available. 
I think this ought to satisfy the House. I will, however read from 
his letter in this connection: the District Judge says— 

I hare the hoaotur to state that boats are not avaflable for employment at i^e rate 
of monthly hire for which they were engaged last year and ^at at Sadar and' 
Brahmanbaria the number of boats should be increased for the proper service of 
processes. I submit a statement ... 

He submits a statement and goes on to say that— 

.There are 410 process-serving peons employed in the district and 124 boats how 
required will approximately provide only one boat to every three peons on an average. 
For the proper service of processes the number of boa1» is absolutely necessary and* 
the expenditure involved in the employment of these boats at Ihe rates shown in the 
statement is also unavoidable. 

i ‘ 

The motion was put and lost. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I beg leave to withdraw 
my motion. 

The foUowing motion was then withdrawn:— 

** That the demand for.the boai-hire for the District Judge, Tippera, 
be refused.” 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: In view of the statement made by 
the Hon’ble Member, that this sum is required only for boa^hire in con* 
nection with the service of processes, I beg leave to withdraw the motion. 

The following motion was then withdrawn:— 

**That the demand for the boat-hire for the District Judge, Tipp^, 
be refused. 

Baba AH NAD A CHAR AN DUTTA 8 I do not press my aaneiidmant. 

The following motion was then withdrawn:— 

** That the demand for the revision of pay for the 9rd and 4th 
Presidency Magistrates be refused.” 

Babir INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA moved ” that the demand let the 
revistmi. Qf pay of the 3rd and 4th Presidency Magistrates be refused.” 

It seeing to me that the pay abeady sanctioned for thMe % pocds, 
namefy, 760 and Bs. 660, is abeady high enough. The increase of 
pay, granted to the Deputy Magistrates of Bengal lately^ baa Ife^a so 
. great that tlm salaiies of these two Beng^ Cbil Siiryiee o#<^rrare now 
higher than the piQT fiked for thjBOe' oMcers. 1 dbi^not 

understand why memheiu of the ObB' SeHioe ijhould he hroughi 




to. w^Ie in two posts; what strihsa me as mdwk'psoi^&tir 
is gentUmei}. who are serving in the mufas^ On thoif nsnal 

pay) a large amount of money as duty aUowanee« as soon 

as ilt^ obme to Calcutta. This item of duty allowance seems to he lather: 
abstord,.'Is it to he thought that without this duty allowance they wiU 
not diifi^hiwge their duties? Why is this amount to be allows then? 
Tho present rate of pay for these two Presidency Magistrates seems to be 
(|uite enough. If these two members of the Bengal Civil Service are 
ttdcen away from Calcutta, two new men either from the Bar or from the 
• lower gi^'de of the same Service might be appointed on the same pay as 
has been fixed,for these posts. If I am not mistaken, the 5th Presidency 
Magistrate gets less than Rs- 650. I do not see any reason, why the 3rd 
and the 4th Presidency Magstrates should hot work on their present pay. 

With these few words, I beg to commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the Mouse, 


Rsii Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I rise to give my support to 
the amendment and to oppose the original motion. Prom what little 
knowledge I have of the working of the Police Courts I have not been 
able to make up my mind to support any increase of pay for the posts of 
the 3rd and 4th Presidency Magistrates. As to the present incumbents 
of these two appointments I have absolutely nothing to say against them, 
but from the information given by the Hon’ble Member it transpires 
that these two gentjemen are in receipt of quite an adequate pay, viz., 
Rs. 750 and Rs. 660. Over and above that, there is this solicitude to 
pay them an extr^ allowance of Rs. 200 and Rs. 160 per mensem and for 
this sanction is sought to the amount of Rs. 2,675 in the budget. These 
are certainly not cases which have been taken ipto consideration on 
account of high prices all over the country. If so, there is more reason 
why the pay of those who draw Rs. 100 or Rs. 60 a month should be in- 
orecUKld rather than that of those drawing Rs. 760 or Rs. 800 a month. In 
these, hard days there is a everywhere for increase of pay, and our 
sympathy must first be devoted to those who earn small pay. I fail te 
ui|4l)ntand why any extra sympathy should be shown to ihese two gentle- 
,men who are tolerably well paid. That is one of the reasons why I want 
tio o^sa the grant. \ 

Habere is another-reason and that is this: Are these two gentlemen 


belonging to t]he Provincial Civil Service cadre to be given an extra allow¬ 
ance l^atise^they h^ve come to Calcutta P .1 think I am right in saying 
that^^:<ii^b^ pf ibis service- consider, themselves fortunate if thhy gm 
^ X fail to tmderstand why, because they have 

teen 'li^ght to Oalhutta St^e extra allowance has to be paid, in theih. 
X meet, any cqptradic^n when I say 

o6|c^« M from ihP mufassid to talm >u^ 

dafphtliir: Sinnk their, stars and th»^autlnn4tieis^>f(lir'^^^^ 

seme. - 



In fact, a gtoo^ many in the Bengal. Gtyjdi Sartics 
lighted to come to Oalcntta even on leiss pay^. Bnt wW happene li^.tlie, 
present eases is; i^t when these officexs hare been Wnsplanted^ from 
the mnfassal to a city like Qalcntta which has so many advantages as 
against the mnfassal, they are given extra allowances. l!hese two., 
gentlemen no doubt are quite reliable officers and perhaps very worthy re¬ 
presentatives of the Bengal Civil Service, but if they are asked to revert 
to their old appointments, two other gentlemen from the same cadre may . 
easily be got who will be delighted to come'to the Calcutta Police Court 
and who will do their work equally efficiently on the pay they are drawing 
in the mufassal. So I do not see any necessity of wasting, so to.speak, 
this Bs. 2,676. 


Bab^ 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: I must say that I oppose the 
amendment of Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta by which he wants to refuse 
this demand. My esteemed friend, Br. Haridhan Ihitt, has said that he 
has a little knowledge of the Police Courts from which he thinks that 
these gentlemen are well paid. I may tell the House that I have a greater 
knowledge of those coiirts and I do not think that these gentlemen are 
well paid. To acknowledge the importance of the work ^at these gentle¬ 
men do and to say that Es. 750 or Rs. 650 is quite sufficient for them, is 
not showing an appreciation of what the Doctor himself admits as 
very worthy officers. That sort of appreciation means very little,. In 
Calcutta they have to pay a house rent of about Bs.,150 or Bs. 200; and 
then what is left to them out of their pay ? My friend says that they get 
Rs. 760 and Rs. 650 and so they must be.well off. - . ^ 

May I ask my friend—^he will pardon me—^whether he or I will con¬ 
sider that pay to be sufficient ? If not, why should these two poor gentle¬ 
men not get more—^because they are in the Government service? That 
is no reason. They are'very hard-worked officials^both of them. They 
are gentlemen—^bhadrologs of our class; they have some sort of 'dignity 
to maintain; they have got to educate their children. It cannot be ex¬ 


pected that a Presidency Magistrate will go to the court on foot or.m, the? 
tram; so he must keep a gharry, and this alone will take away about, 
Bs. 100 from his pay. After these payments what is left to himfDnly 
a dry iqtpreciation that they are very worthy individualsi 1 Du* yc^Hi^k- 
that Bs. 760, less Bs. 200, less Bs. 100, is quite suffici^t for ilfeisi;? I 
think'this'm not economy. Do not take away .the hef^%.4^%^|^|seh ' 
’(^ho haye to work very hard in aposition of trust ind 
That is not prefer. I do not think I can at all su^porf j^s i^6ar\'''^ejra- 


fore;"! think, that the grant asked for by the Hqh’Me. 
irhich we /dfiould not object to* 


Membfr re one 

• V wt..'i. . 


thjr ihe';inov«^ oi the amendh^3t#^|^.'ti^':^80^;'-tli^'''^f-;^ 
advix^^ of ecokbiny bn principle/ kiul 



' • StfMKSSpTABf OBAiraSt ■ , i»S 

; - \s ' H . . ‘ ' ' ' V ' 

IftCtj J tired to get more infcMPtoati^ c0iitmp]^^i> 
Wlult l understand is this; It is proposed by tile 
Hoil*]ife ^ Abd-i&^Biduitt tbat as the Secretary of^State has sanctioned 
a tmuNiO^ tiiese ofiicers as a matter of right are entitled to the increase, 
of pay^ as. that pay was not provided in the budget of the Calcutta 

Poli<^ Cou^ we are now asKed to sanction the supplementary grant. 

As ^/as I haye been able to follow or to understand my esteemed 
friend, the.mover,,what he suggests is that if they are to get this increase 
of |»y actmrding to-the grade in which they are now placed as a matter 
of; right then they should go back to the mufassal and ofEicers young and 
loWOT- paid should come here and fill up the posts, so that it might save 
expenditure. I want to understand the point further with reference to 
this proposition. Does he think that the new recruits who will hail from 
the mu&Mal will remain content with the pay for everP Won't they 
ask. for an increase of their emoluments a few years after P Is it proper 
that they should again be sent back to the mufassal and a new group of 
officers brought in their place P ' In this way endless difficulties will 
arise. 

' I do not think that looking from the standpoint that economy must 
be accompanied by efficiency this step is practicable; therefore, having 
regard to the fact that the increase asked for is what they are justly 
entitled to, namely, a sum amounting to Rs. 2,675 for only 7 months, 
I do not think that it will be quite just and fair to withhold this increase 
the result of which will be that they will want to go badk to their old 
places and the consequence will be dislocation of business in the Calcutta 
Police Courts. On that ground I am not inclined to support the amend¬ 
ment proposed by my hon'ble friend. 

Rai dOGENDRA CHUNDER GH08E Bahaffur: May I be permitted, 
before I speak, to ask a question of the Hon’ble Member in charge 
whethiff, in a matter like this, a reference was made to the Government 
of India, and if so, what was the result P 

The PRESIDENT! The Hon’ble Member may, if he likes, in his 
reply,, deal with your question. 

Ihe.Hep'Me Sir ABD*UR-RAHIMS Yes. The proposal has been 
eanctipned by the Government of India. 

ih^^l^ENORA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: It appears that there 
is a '^rb^'amount of misapprehension in regard to this matter. It is 
not % of salary of some officers, as many of us think 

ib to ®'® ce’ftein poets whieh 

carry are we prepared to increase the amount of lEMsla^' 

for: holding those.jap^bitmentsP. J| ti>«-^esi. 

tion' is b^ih that fO|m, other, answer to it ppesible than the. ^ga^ 

ti^P should P# s ^ ipereiM^df ^"thbu;^ 
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rupees salary for a Deputy Magistrate is, I should thinks Ye^ eUY&ble. 

I have got my sons in the Provincial Civil Seivice, and I know . they 
consider such salaries very enviable. - 

As regards their coming to Calcutta, I think any Deputy Ma^strate 
■ would like to forego Es. 100 to come to Calcutta. Whjr'shouldi wa 
increase the salary of these posts f It is, I am afraid, beyond my under* 
standing, 

BilHl KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I rise to suppo^ the 
amendment. I cannot understand why the value of these'‘posts of 
Presidency Magistrates which are posts on fixed salary should be raised,' 
and why men who would be willing to serve on a fixed salary should not 
be brought from the mufassal for appoinCment to these xK>8ts. If those 
who are now holding these appointments think that they would draw 
higher pay by reverting to the general line, let them go back to the 
mufassal and men on smaller pay be brought in their place. That is the 
reason for which I support the amendment and I do not think that any 
increase should be allowed to them. 

Ths Hon’bla Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMi 1 must say that the hon’ble 
member who would refuse the grant have not really realised the situation. 

These are two magistrates drawn from the Bengal Civil Service, 
They are men of experience and have been brought to Calcutta because 
they were considered to be particularly fit to hold charge of the very 
onerous duties of Presidency Magistrates. They have been discharging 
these duties very satisfactorily and as regards that I do not think a better 
testimony could be available than what has been given by Babu Surendra 
Nath Mullick who has a very large experience of Police Court work in 
Calcutta. Now what is the suggestion ? The suggestion is that in ^e 
place of these gentlemen who have been so efiSciently discharging ^eir 
duties two comparatively young ofdcers on a smaller salary or perhaps- 
some inexperienced barrister should be lu'ought. I hope that a;.pro-' 
position of this sort should not be entertained by the Council fdr a 
moment. . 

I am a barrister myself belonging to the profession of law^ and,Ituve 
^alway^ tried to uphold the interest of the profession, but ’^heu' T am 
ael^ed to disphK^e these two experienced magistrates b^ so:^ young 
baivisters, ! must strongly protest against the proposal. ^ 

1 have, considerable experience of the work in the Coloui^ PcMce- 
. Court as for three years I was a Presidency MagislOrate ^^^'^0|ice 
Got^ had’O^y two stipendiary magistrates^ apd I cdh ptt^na^llf*'^ 
to ^e heayy^and responsible nature of the. woik 'wbich.'V! |?^i^ncy 
Magistmtehas^';t0^do./- - 

, /. X think ihls alto^h^ ppsp<»Wou8% jthat. 

have ao^ttired fnuoh valuable experience ^d nave been 



dojmg the work 
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SO ]be i^nd uivfried men brpugl|Ltin either tne- 

^ prc^ ,- ' . ■ 

f|# er» i|AIIIOHAN DUTT Bahadur: May lmquire'wK6 said 
liiitried iKLsn w<Md be brought in? '' 

Th» Mdh’bla $ir ABD-UR-RAHIMt . That wiU be the result if this 
propofii^ is carried out. Further it is very doubtful if you can get pro- 
per men from the profession on that pay. 

■As regards the suggestion that there are Deputy Magistrates who 
would be willing to come to Calcutta on less than their grade pay, well 
I would^ not have such men. Everybody knows that in Calcutta he will 
have to pay a very heavy house rent and other expenses in Calcutta are 
also heavier than in the mufassal. Why should anybody come here on 
less, than the pay that he is getting.in the mufassal? If a Magistrate 
getting lEts. 500 or Ds. 600 were to come here, he will have to pay a house 
rent of say Ba« 150 or Es. 200, unless he happens to have a house of his 
crwn where he can live for nothing. Surely the Council would not con¬ 
fine the Government to such men. 

I submit that this amendment is unreasonable and should be rejected. 

A division was then taken with the following result:— 


AYES. 


Ahinsd, Khan ■•esilur Msulvi Wstimuddin. 
Ahmtd, Msulvi AAMieniddin. 

Ahmad, Mumhi defer. 

AH, Manahi Amir. 

Ali, Munahi Ayub. ' 

Arhemiiddln, Meuivi Khendeker. > 
Berme, Rei Sehib Penohenen.. 
Bhattaaherji, Bebu Ham Chendre. 
Chemekar, Bebu Raaik Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Bebu Kiahori Mohan. 
Obaudhuri, Babu Tanfcanath. 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi Shah Muhammad. 

Baa, Babu Bhiahmadav. 

Butt, Rai Bahadur Br. Haridban. 


Butta, Babu Annada Charan. 

Outta, Babu indu Bhuahan. 

ChOM, Rai Bahadur leaandra Ohundar. 
Haq, Shah Syad Emdaduf. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Makramali, Munahi. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahandra Chasdra. 
Mukhopadhyaya, Babu Carat Chandra* 
Mulliek, Babu Nireda Bahary. 

Ray, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Rpy, Kumar Sbib Shakharaaamr. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh. 
Sarkar, Babu dogoah Chandra. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Bhono. 

AfMh Navabaadh K. II. Khan Bahadur. 
AhinMi fiaulvi Rat UddHi. 

All, Mr. NaMm. 

Axahi, ftMan Bsabadur Khoraja Mahamod. 
Banlr]«a(.th« ^Nan'blt Sir surondra Math. 
Banoh, mk; M. . 

Bhtihiierli thd H«l?Ma fh* Nhwab Saiyid 
ll|likm'-iliihlr.faha^^ ■■ ' 

ismm . 

''iioy,':iljri>;il'’^.Su- 

- ■ 


Faroaui, Mr. K. 0. M. 
fibatak, Rai Sahib Milmui. 

Oordon, Mr. A. B. 

Qupta, Mr. N. B. 

Hopkyna, Mr. W. S. 

Karr, tho Hon'Ma Mr. d. H. 

Khan, BabU 'Bovondra Lai. 

Khan, Mauivi Haaild*ud.dln. 

Khan, Mauivi Md. RaMpm uddla. 

Lang, Mr. d. '' 

Looa, Mr. B. M. 

Maharajaghlrajd Bahadur a| SardHanr 
the Hon’Me. 

Marr,. Mr. A. ’ 

MaKoMMi,Mr. ■ -''-v, 

Mlttafii «ho Man’hih Hr* HF# H \ .. . 
MfitrBr or«.dBtiiiAra' Nbml \ '' .-i 
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•l•kh•rJtN,'ft«b«l Mlyt UlMib ^' 
|luiri»iif MbM Snrmtfra. Math. 
Natktr^ Babu Ham Cbanilra. 
OHCUMaty, Lt^Cob rrwiwifilu 
O’Mallayr Mr. L. t. t. 
hal, Hai Bahadur fladila Gharan. 
payaa, Mr. C. F. 


RUIlBlr Mib ManlMa BM itiMhWb ■' 

Rdy iMiaii«hiir^Mr< MrliMM Ghiuid^ .. 
Ray, Mahdraja BaMidiir Mi^aMalr GhaiMlnL 
Ray, Raja ManitaiVBtiiBhp 
•tthrawai^ Or. HMaan. 

Whaalar, tha ltaii<hla ttr Manry. 

Wardairarth, Nr. W« C. 


The. Ayes being 27, and the Noes 46, the motion was l^t. 


Rai RADHA OHARAN PAL Bahadur moved that the demand for 
the establishment of a special court for the trial of traffic cases Be fednced 
toEs. 12,m” , - 

Before i enter into the merits of'my motion, I should like to bring 
to the notice of the Government and specially the Hon’ble Hember in 
charge who has moved for the supplementary gmnt, the inconvenient 
or rather the unfortunate position in which the non-official members are 
placed. These items asking for supplementary grants were circulated^ 
to us about six or.seven days ago; and we have been expecting air the 
time to get some explanatory note or some information on which this 
application for supplementary grant has been made. To our great 
regret, although following the cue given by Sir Henry Wheeler that 
some information might always be available, I myself called^ before 
the Council hours, at the office to get any information which 1 nould pos¬ 
sibly get. 1 was told that no information was available except two 
printed slips with regard to the items for the Chittagong Port and the 
Education grants which were handed bver to me. I asked for similar 
information with regard to the items in respect of which 1 gave notice, 
but I was told that no information had been given for circulation to the 
members. This is the position in which we are placed. Just a lew 
minutes ago, I had an opportunity of meeting the Hon’ble Member 
I asked him for certain information and he has given me certain facts 
and figures. 1 submit that it would have been a great advantage to us 
if this information were given to us beforehand, so that we might ha#a 
had an opportunity if necessary, of conferring with the Hon’ble Member 
-and of discussing the matter. But we were deprived of that opBdiixLr 
nity. In the Montagu-Chelmsford Report it is statOd that therd wj)! ho 
conferences •and larger associations between the Goverjunaht 
and the non-official members, and if this is the associOtMKn 
(^cials with the Government Members I. do not know- how 
wiU . be conducted. The result is that the'GoyiSrirmi^t - M 
deluged, vidth half a .doaen motions, some opposing the 
asking for reductions and thns the valuable time of the CounoHis^ ' 


1 knORr that the conmailbBe 
' 6t"<he "tajii^drivers' here' 

shonid be a specif oourit tb traffic cai^. - hi#- 
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if th^ mutter were discussed at a ccufereuee^ 1^ 
Hoxt^He K^^bev jxdffht be induced'to consider whetbw tbia sum was n^ 
sttseej^tibie of.reduction. X do not tbink that a hon^e rent of XUi. ;06|t 
and for rents and taxes-are at all necessary. I tbink tbat ,a 

g;rjinii)S«doc^^ can easily 4e rented at a lower rate instead of paying 
b large sum fot a separate bouse.. Tbis is a matter wbicb might 
very'conveniently be discussed with tbe Hbn’ble Member in charge. 

!Pben, there is an item for clerical establishment. There is another 
i^m also for. the police stall necessary for this courts which will amount 
to about its. 6,000. I do not think that such a large amount is neces* 
sary. The Magistrate’s pay is put at Bs. 6,000 annually. I submit 
the Mstgistrate’s salary might be a little lower as it would have to be 
increased later on. Slaving regard to these facts I think that to start 
with we.can very well reduce the grant to Bs. 12,000 per annum.< 

'*Wo understand that it is intended to demolish the Bankshall StrCfet 
building and to rebuild a house there for the accommodation of Che 
Courts. There is another court—^the Juvenile Court—at the Lower 
Circular Board. Some of us have to attend that court. This court has 
got ample'quarters. There is a magnificent first floor room which is 
occupied by the Sergeant in charge. The poor Magistrates have to sit 
on the ground floor. I think by some arrangement that building could 
be utilised for the traffic cases or a smaller room in a ground-floor flat 
might be renCed for the traffic court. With these observations I beg 
to move the resolution. 


The PRESIDENT: Motion No. 2J and the four motions that follow, 
viz., 21 to 24 refer to the special court for traffic cases and X think that it 
wiirbe convenient if they be taken up together. 


The Hoii’'ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : May 1 point out that Bai Badha 
Chai^n Pal Bahadur’s motion is for a reduction of the grant, while the 
other. h}ur motions ask for the refusal of the grant' altogether. That 
indeed makes some difference. 


TfH».-PRESIDENT.: Tes. This is so, but'still 1 think the whdlS 
matter might be conveniently discussed together. That will save time. 

X mn only considering that question now. 

SVRiJIDJPA NATH RAY moved that' the demand for the. 
a special (m^rt for the trial of traffic cases be refused.^’ 

;^4t^'.biseeea 'l^tmaking a grant of Bs. !^,400 you will have 
jj^artt o|^.atnpther; sum of Bs.. 6^Q3p (amendmei^t Np, 40); 

irtaif for the speoml stipendiaty umgistratftrab 
Xoii |r£tl fq h grant of not Bis. but of thb sqm of 

,ss i^'is;^aoo«^ry; ^toj^haye* 

4>ltAAea.irMakHtitf tr](|0 
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boilding - cannob- aecommodate aU ■ ooarU. - 1 also 
that the traffic cases are postponed time time, aad many case<s|/are 
postponed'for an indefinite length of time, and that the parties are^pnt 
to very great botheration and troubles It is therefore, necessarjs-^at 
there ought to be at least another stipendiary magistrate for. the ^ial 
of these police cases. But we also know that this year we are very 
much short of funds. Is it therefore meet and proper that we should-be 
made liable to spend in addition the sum of Bs. 28,480, or neu'ly 
Be. 30,000 f If we could afford to wait for such a length'of time, we 
could also afford to wait for another six or seven months 1%at is 

my ground for opposing the grant altogether. 

The PRESIDENTS The three motions that follow are identical, 4md 
1 would therefore ask the movers to speak on this motion. 


Babu KiSHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURl; I beg to support the 
amendment moved by Babu Surendra Nath Bdy that the grant be refused. 
1 am sure that the Hon’ble Member in charge has considered the matter 
very carefully, but I would ask him to consider whether it is not possible 
ter spare us from an addition to the expenditure which is already heavy, 
and the new expenditure will amount to about Bs. 30,000 for the 
remaining 8 months of the year. I understand that this expendi¬ 
ture is necessary, because the honorary magistrates are not very 
careful, in awarding punishments. When the matter has been 
considered in various quarters, it is unavoidable that there 
should be some difference of opinion. But I submit that it .can be tole¬ 
rated for some time more. Some specific instructions can be issued to 
the magistrates as to how they should award punishments. I simply 
ask you to consider this question from this point of view and if possible 


to save us from this additional expenditure. In this view I support the 
^endment. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTAt 1 beg to support the amendment 
of Babu Surendra Nath Bay, on the following grounds: first, if I am 
not xhistaken. Government have not yet passed any resolution on the 
recommendations of the Taxi-Cab Committee and, as the Government 
resolution is not yet published, it seems to me to be premature to take 
any action on those recommendations. The 'second ground & ~^is. 
It has been said that the recent taxi strike is one of the reasons .fortbe 
establishment of such a court. As far as I.^n judge^ it seSms Uf Skie that 
• the taxi strike was not due to any miscarriage'bf justide'bbt to 
'^iremely i^h-handed behaviour on the part of thepqtW.'^ "^e 
th^'d g]^und is that the Bton’ble Sir Abd-ur-i^him"has1>eto to 


'-Ihii''these' ludj^ehts .dd'h'ot always 

k ^rad«^ oh'the 


thfiiie duties "very ro<tUfact<M^y tmd, if l^e <ii i{i«se 

^xjjlp^ I db Bbt see wky. a cosaparative study bf the#® cases s&bv^d 

nbt'ke prbdb^ttve bi ioiare erenkaaded justice. As no compkiint of inib> 
' of justice kas been made by ike High CouH, I do not see any 

reenoB wky we ’’skould be in a kurry to establish this court. This is a 
k^ttiw which can surely wait till the beginning of the next year, when 
the CfoTernmenf will have enough time to consider the report of the Taxi- 
Cab Committee. 


Rii dOCCNDRAfSHUNOER CHOSE Bahadur: I wish to make my 
position very clear. ;My position is that eight millions of the people of 
this country are suffering from want of water, and when we asked for 
drinking water, I was told that there was no money for the purpose. The 
position now, therefore, is that we should oppose every proposal for addi¬ 
tional expenditure Hmless it is absolutely necessary and it is on that 
ground that 1 opposed the first resolution and on that ground also 1 
oppose this.' 1 go further and say that the people must make some 
sacrifice, if necessary, in order that their poorer brethren in the mufassal 
may not suffer. You want to spend Rs. 28,000 for the establishment 
of a court to try traffic cases. 1 say it can wait and that the work of 
this court can be done by honorary magistrates. You must remember 
the fact that every pice that is spent on matters like these is taken away 
from the poor people of this country. For these reasons, I think the 
demand should not be granted. 


Mfi Oa Fa BEADELa 1 regret that on the first occasion on which I 
have the honour to address this Council, I should be in opposition to my 
friend, Bai Radha Gharan Pal Bahadur, with whom I have done a certain 
amount of work and of whose qualities I have a very high opinion. I do' 
not think that the Rai Bahadur has given sufficient attention to this ques¬ 
tion of a special stipendiary court. Of course, we cannot have a special 
court unless money is provided to start it. As the Hon’ble Member in 
charge has told the House, I had the honour of being the Chairman of the 
Tkxi-Cab Committee; and I would remind the House that it was practi¬ 
cally a non<pffioial committee—certainly there was only one official and 
jail the others were non-officials. This question of a special stipendiary 
,court was one of the items in the questionaire and this questionaire was 
sent t(;|aU people who were considered to have any special knowledge or 
imy special interest in the'question of the improvement of the taxircab 
. awrrice. 1 would like to tell the jEIouse that, of all the items in 


..queatioiiairc, this about the special stipendiary court was the only one 
that i^et ’with no sort of di^ent. One and all-r-and 1 include hcmoxary 
>^]nbi|istratea^were in favour .of such a court, and pot only a court but-a 
cqnm propw staff attached to it, so^ that the 

voi^b^orduibry taW place in the past in odnned^on 

r wiiit Uuk caaes-rtb^ykre usually thed^ibpif 

skoiild ba 
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of coiiT 9 dMn ^8 suck as w^itingiHrojintts for witneeisiM wko have to 
denca. Wakadevidenceio show i^tit was very to. ge^a^kjBd^ 

to attend the Poliee Court. Of eourse, it must be understood thai^tr u^ae 
in no way intended, when thia recommendation was put forward by ^e 
Taxi-Cab Committee, to cast any aspersions whatsoever "cn the honorary 
magistrates. They had done their work extremely well. But on 
evidence produced, it was clear to the Committee that by appointing'f 
stipendiary magistrate of good experience and a proper staff under hb^ : 
the litigants would receive quicker and more uniform justice/ The 
H<m*ble Member in charge has already pointed out one or two oases in 
which the fines levied were not uniform for practically the same offenSe. 
All these matters were carefully considered by the committee. Of coiAse 
it is always difficult to speak in favour of a proposal which entails'any ex¬ 
penditure of money—we all know that the Government is none too well off 
—^but there is always some way of finding ways and means,' and 1 have 
no doubt thfit if the House accepts the proposal, as I hoi)e it will, it beifig 
extremely necessary in the interests of the traffic of Calcutta that some 
improvement should be made in the trial of taxi-drivers’^ cases, theh 
Government will find the means, perhaps, by an increased tax on motor 
cars and I am sure that this House would not object to luxuries being 
taxed more than they are at present. / 

With these few words, I beg to oppose the amendment of Eai Badha 
Charan Pal Bahadur, and, if I am allowed to do so, the subs^uent ones 
also. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: We have heard the speeches of 
several members from the beginning of this debate and we have heard the 
history of this proposed court for the trial of traffic cases, and not only the 
history of the proposed court but also the history of many other courts 
where some of our members have to attend now and then. Rat Badha 
Charan Pal Bahadur is very soivy that the trying Magistrate in, the. 
Jnvenile Court has to sit on the ground floor. Then we have hemrd Bobtt 
Surendra Nath- Bay whose suggestion seems; after reading tlm' eht^iiKd- 
ment,-to be a refusal of the grant, hut after hearing hin» it 
that it is practically a temporary postponement of- the same. Ha 
tiiat the proposal can wait for six or seven months. Some :of^ wtjf 
friends have suggested that the honorary iUagistrates 
instructed to decide the cases in a particular way, but |)eople 
will -''take that view as an interference on the part oi'the ^ce^iive 
over ihe jitdipiary, and that would, therefoib^, be an c^eucfitu: 
of > the puhbc and the public will not sBW tli^. 
akoi the- speech :of Mri. B»adei, who wss the President of this 
Ckuninittee; and he. supported the motiini. for the 
mjjfj-. tfwn grounds |6r. suppoftisg-tysi.^^^ ■ - - 
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whioE ar« tiot sthi^stys imilom. For instance, they impose fines of Bs. ^ mr 
of Bs, 40 lor the same offence. But the remedy lies in the selection of 
hoom^ry magistrates) and 1 think that something may be done in that 
direction. 1 know that there »e retired deputy magistrates who even 
sometimes move about the precincts of the Presidency Magistrates’ courts 
ms the plea of seeing their old friends for want of any other occupation, 
and these gentlemen might be appointed as bonoinry magistrates to try 
these cases. They are passing their days in retirement and in sorrow as 
nobody calls them *‘husm'” and they have no power to inflict any punish* 
ment. If you give them a Chair, it will be seen that they are quite 
competent to do this sort of work as they have got sufficient experience in 
this matter. They need some sort of ocpupation. Of course, there is 
another aspect and that is that, if you establish a special court, it will 
bring more money, but you can get this money without spending a single 
farthing. I suggest, therefore, that, as an experimental measure, retired 
deputy magistrates be appointed as honorary magistrates to try these 
traffic cases and, I am sure, they will be only too glad to be appointed 
honorary magistrates and they will conduct the cases to the entire satis¬ 
faction of the authorities. As regards postponement, I need not dilate 
any farther as 1 have already stated both aspects of this question. 

With these few words, 1 support the'amendment. 

BabU SURENDRA NATH MULLIGK; I do think that a special 
court for the trial of traffic cases is necesary and should be immediately 
estabUshed. It is no good particularly lor me to snv r'rat it is not neces¬ 
sary. Anybody who knows this court will say that it is urgently neces¬ 
sary to have a special court. -Our great difficulty, as Sir Abd-tir-Bahim 
has pointed out, is that in the Police Court you cannot get people to <'omc 
and give evidence. If people are asked to come and dance attendance 
in the Police Court, yqu cannot expect them to do so, especially when 
they are respectable people. This is a very good reason, as Mr. Beaded 
has pointed out, as to why this court should be established, but, at 
the same time, I think that Bai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur’s amend¬ 
ment is quite reasoirable. I am inclined to think that .Bs. 300 for the 
ptdice staff is quite enough and Bs. 600 for the magistrate. In the 
Presidmroy Magistrates’ courts, 1 think the police are rather overstaffed. 
Th«y are seen loitering about, smoking cigarettes and creating noise 
whii^ has io be stopped by the presiding magistrate. If you pay 
Bs. 300 for the police staff, Bs. 600 to the magistrate and Bs. 200 for 
otbeer ea>snditure, I think you would pay enough. I do not think that 
vwo should give such a large sum as is asked for. Because when a 
thihg is,reeog:uis«d as important it is no reason why we should ask for 
a large sum. ' There is no reason in that. I thej^efore think that 
thf SjivEastion of my hon’ble friend-^Bai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur’s' 
awi* ii4 » m i4--da ^uite a maonaUft one and I h(^ that it iae^ be 
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accepted by the House because this is an amendment which ought to 
be supported. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENIfY WHEELER: As concerned with the 
Police who control the trafB.c of Calcutta, 1 would like to say a word 
emphasising this proposal from their point of view. As Hr. Beadel has 
said, this is a question to which much importance was attached by the 
Compiittee presided over by him, which went fully into the matter, and 
it is one which looms large in aM recent* discussions for the improve¬ 
ment of traffic regulation in Calcutta. It will be within the recollec¬ 
tion of the Council that last cold weather we heard a great deal about 
the defects in managing the traffic of this city. Less has been heatd 
on the subject recently, probably because in the hot weather the traffic 
is appreciably less, but next cold weather we are bound to hear more 
about it, and if we have the congestion in the city which is likely to 
result from the Royal Visit, the traffic inoblem will loom very large 
indeed.. It is therefore of prime importance to do everything fn our 
power now to put our house in order in time. 

With regard to the observations of Babu Jndu Bhushan Dutta, I 
think he has misunderstood some of the grievances of the taxi drivers 
for which they went on strike. One of their complaints was that, 
owing to the present arrangements for the hearing of their cases they 
had to attend court from day to day at the cost of harassment and 
loss of money. So it is not only to our advantage but to that of the 
drivers also to ensure the more prompt and efficient disposal of cases. 

Rai Dr« HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: When I sent in my name as an 
intending speaker in this connection there was absolutely no informa¬ 
tion before us. But subsequently from what has fallen frpm some of 
the previous speakers 1 have been able to gather some particulars 
regarding the proposed establishment of the special court. Sir, it 
should not be supposed that because 1 am standing here 1 am going to 
oppose the proposal. On the other hand I do realise that there is a 
necessity for a special court for dealing with traffic cases in Calcutta. 
But, although I am one of those who would like to have a special court 
for this particular purpose, I am disposed to think that the considera¬ 
tion of this question at this time is rather prenmture. When the 
budget was passed, only a short time ago, there was no demand for 
an expenditure in this connection. I placed a question before this 
Council asking the authorities for information about this matter and 
I was told that the matter was under consideration. This was only in 
April last. Subsequently, I put a series of questions with a view^o 
bringing before this Council in a very short time a proposal for*the 
reorgnaniaation of the Police Courts in Calcutta. I do not .kncntr 
whetihier my scheme of reorga^ation will meet with the approttied-’^of 
'this House. But I am quite hopeful that it will receive dUe coiudde^ 
Hon atHhe hands of the mmnbess. Sir, Ike question of isdice iskSantis- 
. tration in Calcutta has always been oons^e^ an important 
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and X fi^d tiom reading the proceedings of previous lieglsltttive Oounc^ 
that' llki^ ipatter received due consideration at the hands of our jiede- 
oesBors, and I am sure if a proper scheme is placed before the HousO) 
it wiQ agrsiu receive due consideration. I have asked for certain 
information for the purpose of preparing my scheme and it will he 
based mainly upon the question as to how many police courts wo should 
have in Calcutta. I need not go into the details of thai scheme at 
present,, hut one thing that must arise is whether we should have one 
special court fo^ dealing with traffic cases or several courts in differ*' 
ent parts of Calcutta. Various other questions will also come up in that 
connection. I do not want to tire the patience of the House at this stage. 
Before I sit down I would like to mention one point in connection with our 
debate. We suffer much for want of.information which, if forthcoming, 
will very often save our time. Only the other day we adopted a system 
-of standing committees and I was anxiously expecting that the standing 
committee connected with the Judicial Department will be able to place 
before us all informations regarding the Police Cotirts in Calcutta, 
thus helping us to come to a right decision. But I have been dis¬ 
appointed. I do not know whether the standing committees are still 
living or dead. We have got this grievance against them, and if the 
standing committees do not give us necessary informations it is better 
not to have standing committees at all. 


Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: I oppose 
this motiqp. I speak from personal experience that traffic cases are 
very badly managed in Calcutta Police Courts. I was mi^lf prosecu¬ 
ted for allowing my coachman to break traffic rules and Fhad to come 
away from the Court because the honorary magistrate did not tura up 
on the appointed day. I was also a witness in a motor prosecution cAse 
and I found that the. honorary magistrate who was trying the case had 
no experience of motor cars and could not intelligently follow the pro¬ 
ceedings. I hope that in selecting a traffic magistrate knowledge of 
driving ought to be taken into consideration and an owner-driver 
shottld be preferred. As regards drivers of bullock-carts and hackney 
callages I know that when they are prosecuted they have to dance 
cittendance in the Court from day to day owing to the vagaries of hono- 
' rary mdgistrates who try their cases and as a result there is considerable 
loss in their earnings. 

^ 8UHRAWAR0Y: To me it appears 

; that, a; budget demand by the Government ought not to be lightly 
Q^;^ed unlbss there is some difference in principle between the members 
of .the' House and thn Government. 1 -am in full ! accord .with the 
has prompted Goyemmeht to set up a traffic court, a^, 

‘ p|^se.-both thA motion that refuses'the i^nt^and . 

Hdi Xi^dha Charan Bahadur who wants redh^ 
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the grant. Sir, I do not iieish to decry tliat admirable body ol 'ptamaa 
known as honorary magistrates who spend a eonsiderable amcmnt of 
time in relieving the pressure of work. But it is well known that 
apart :b’om the fact that such magistrates cannot be very regular in their 
attendance, litigants prefer their cases to be tried by stipendiary magis* 
trates for various reasons which I need not mention. I, however, dare 
to express an opinion which most members of the House here possess, 
namely, that when Govemment on the look out for a magistrate to 
try traffic cases it should take particular care to have an ownerrdriver 
and one who is conversant with the traffic of Calcutta. Only such ^ 
person will be able to see what particular precautions should be taken 
in particular areas and in'traffic of a particular kind. 

Rai RADHA GHARAN PAL Bahadur: Should he be a barrister 
owner-driver? 

Mr. TARIT BHUSAN ROY: Is a member in order to question 
another member in the House ? 

Tha PRESIDENT: A member is quite in order to do so, please see 
section 13 of our rules. But he must do so through the President. I 
did not hear the Rai Bahadur. Would* he repeat his question P 

Rai RADHA GHARAN PAL Bahadur: I wanted to know whether 
the magistrate should be a lawyer owner-driver. 

The PRESIDENT: That question does not arise. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: If my hon'ble friend 
the Rai Bahadur is particularly anxious to know, I may tell him that, 
in my opinion, he must be so, because he should have some knowledge 
of law and be experienced in balancing evidence. Therefore, my 
recommendation to the Government is that when it is choosing a magis¬ 
trate, it should choose a person who will be able to dispense proper 
justice from personal knowledge and experience. 

Rai MAHENDRA GHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I was one of those 
unfortunate men who was a member of the Standing Committee, The 
Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim asked my advice and that of my hon*ble 
friend Babu Annada Gharan Dutta. We came to the conchisi^ that it 
wab necessary to have a special court for the disposal of irafBc cases. 
One of my hon’ble friends here has asked the Council whether the 
members of the Standing Committee are alive. 1 think. Sir, 2 am alive. 
Hy idea was at that time, and I still retain that idea, that in (kicUtte, 
a very important city, once the capital of the Britii^ Empire, we 0U||ht 
to have a court dealing with traffic cases. Sir, I' have g diee,t 
respect for the honorary magistrates both here end in the mttfeiss^. Wa. 
know the difficulties whioh compel them to postpone eases' 

postpoaemente depend (m turioMt ^ 
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As r^atds 4h« deliberations of tbe Standing Committee I must say 
tkat tbe Hon*ble Sir Abd-nr-Babim patiently listened to onr arguments 
and helped ns with his suggestions. But Sir, we were not aware that 
such A large sum as Bs. 22,000 should be allotted for this purpose. Sir, 
in this Council, 1 have always stood up for economy as also for efficiency. 
Therefore, in my opinion, if economy is to he practised this sun., should 
be cut down a little. I think that this sum of Bs. 22,000 shoxild he 
reduced, whether this suggestion be accepted or not. 

Tll8 Sir ABD-UR-RAHIIi: I may say that I am willing to 

accept a lower figure. What has been asked is for the entire 12 months.. 
But I hm prepared to accept Bs. 14,400 for the rest of the official year. 
It is not necessary for me to say much in reply having regard to what 
has been said by Mr. Beadel, Chairman of the Taxi-Cab Committee, 
by Bai M. C. Mitra Bahadur and by Mr. K. C. Bay Chaudhuri who 
was also a member of the Taxi-Cab Committee. I must make it clear 
to the House that, in anything that I have said, I had not the slightest 
intention to cast a slur on honorary magistrates. I know the value of 
the work they do and the Government fully appreciate their devotion 
to duty. They ar^ men of position and education and perform their 
duties at csnsiderable sacrifice of their valuable time. I do not mean 
for one moment to suggest that they* are not quite competent magis¬ 
trates. What I mean to say is, and I think every one, who, knows any¬ 
thing of the work of the Police Court,will bear me out in this that you 
cannot expect any individual honorary magistrate to attend court from 
day to day and sit there from half jpast ten or 11 till 6 o'clock. In the 
nature of things you have to call upon different magistrates firom time to 
time to deal with the cases allotted to them with the result that you cannot 
expect continuity of knowledge or experience in any ckvss of cases. 
Their ideas of nature of evidence must vary with the ratio of experience 
of each man; and if-one thing is desirable in the administration of 
criminal justice, especially in the trial of traffic cases, it is this, that 
there should not be too gross a discrepancy in the punishments that are 
awarded for similar offences. For instance, nothing wo\ild dissatisfy a 
taxi-driver so much as if we were to find that he has been fined Bs. 30 for 
an offence for which another fellow taxi-driver of his has been let off 
with a fine of Es. 5. Further, it is very necessary that traffic cases 
ought io be heard and disposed of as promptly as possible. As to the 
state of things existing at present my information is from very 
reliable sources —from the Presidency Magistrates, fuom the Gommis- 
flioner of Police, and from the members of tbe Taxi-Cab Committee— 
4bat these cases have to he postponed from time to time before they are 
disposed of. Surely this^is not a desirable state of things and should 
not ba aUowed to continue in a town like Calcutta. 

.AkttgAtM what fell from Hr. Chaudhuri that the magistrate, who* 
k ta in a, court IUko should Icnow something about motor 
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driTing 80 that he will he able fully to grasp the nature of a case where 
a man is charged with violating traffic regulations^ I am in entire 
sympathy with this suggestion and this is what the Q-ovemment 
contemplating to do. We will try to find a magistrate who has a know¬ 
ledge of the city and knows something of motor driving. I do not think, 
Sir, that it is necessary for me to add anything more excepting this. This 
question, has been considered by a very competent committee appointed 
to inquire especially into the condition of taxicab traffic in Calcutta. 
The committee has unanimously reported in favour of the establishment 
of a court like this. Are the members of the House who have had 
no opportunity of studying the question, of hearing evidence, of investi¬ 
gating the defects in the present regulations, why these taxi drivers 
have been creating so much trouble and whether there is anything at 
the bottom of their grievances, going to disregard the recommendations 
of the committee? Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur and other speakers 
complained that they had not been given sufficient information. It was 
for that very reason that the standing committees were instituted. 
We cannot possibly go and talk to every member of the Council about 
each item of demand. This would be an impracticable proposal. The 
members of the .Judicial Standing Committee were fully taken into confi¬ 
dence and all the facts were placed before them, as Bai Hahendra Chan¬ 
dra Mitra Bahadur has told the House. The proposition was entirely 
approved by the committee that a traffic court should be established. 
Then if any member wanted any information from me I was always avail¬ 
able and would have gladly given him every information. It is really 
a frivolous complaint of the member that he did not have any informa¬ 
tion. Just now I gave him all the information he sought from me. 

I submit that this demand ought to be allowed. 


Th« PRESIDENT: There are two classes of motions before the 
House—one by Bai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur in which he aaks that 
the demand be reduced to Bs. 12,000- 

Tha Hon’ble Sir ABD*UR-RAHIM: I have reduced my demand to 
Bs. 14,400. ^ 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I accept it. 

The PRESIDENT: You desire to modify your motion in a'parti- 
cnlar way, but that must be done with the permission of the House. 

Permission was then granted hy the Council to Bai Badha Chi^pan 
Pal Bahadur to make the alteration suggested. 

Tha PRBSIDMNTf tt seems to me that the' moii^e oonirqe 

would 1>e first to put the iholi^s whitii say that the trhi^ 



ahooM ba rddaced. If tixere is no objection, I shall 4o that. I axn told 
tha other movers withdraw all their motions and accept the Bai Bahai* 
dur*9 "motion as amended. 

Ail other motions were then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Bai Hadha Charan Pal Bahadur’s amended motion that tho demand 
be reduced to Bs. 14,400 was then put and agreed to. 

Babu ANNADA OHARAN DUTTA withdrew the following motion 
standing in his name:— 

** That the demand for the appointment of an additional magistrate 
to'try munitions cases be refused.” 

Babu INOU BHU8HAN DUTTA moved ”that the demand for the 
appointment of an additional magistrate to try munitions cases be 
refused.” 

It has been said by the Hon’ble Member that the Cheif Presidency 
Magistrate is trying the munitions cases and that an additional magistrate 
is required to try ordinary cases. In view of the fact that this Council has 
granted an increase of pay to some of the Presidency Magistrates, I 
think, we ought to see that they do more work for this increase in their 
pay. I do not think the munitions cases will last long; we had better 
wait till the end of the year, and if the work suffers, then we shall 
certainly consider, if this is necessary. 

With these few words, I beg to move that this demand be refused. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I beg to support the 

motion. I have a similar motion standing in my name. 

* » 

Tha Hon'ble 8ir ABD*UR*RAH1M: As regards the appointment of 
an additional magistrate, this is only to give temporary relief to the 
Calcutta Police Court owing to Mr. Swinhoe, the Chief Presidency 
Magistrate, being engaged in the hearing of the‘munitions cases. One 
does not exactly know how long that case will last but our estimate is that 
it may last for six: months, and that is why we have asked for an addi¬ 
tional magistrate for six months. 

Bahu Indu Bhttshan Buita says that this Council has granted 
increase of pay to the third and the fourth Presidency Magistrates and 
therefore they should be able to cope with the extra work. The time of 
Uiese magistrates is n6w fully occupied and because an increase of pay 
losheen granted tq them that is no reason that they should be ached to 
do another magistatpie’s work In addition to their own. I submit that • 

suggsstimt dfiflTf serious attention of the House. * 
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The motion was then put and a division taken with the following 
result:— 


AYES. 


Alim«s, Khan tahuiur Meslvl WasimuMin. 
Ahaiaa, Maulvi Azaharuddin. 

Ahmad, Mnnahi darar. 

AN, Muaahi Amir. 

Arnamuddin, maulvi Knanaaitar. 
Chaudhuri, Babu Kiahori Mahaa. 
Ohaudhuri, Maulvi Shah* Muhammad. 

Oaa Oupta, Babu Hibaran Chandra. 


Outta, Babu Aanada Oharan. 

Dutta, Babu Indu BhuahaQ. 

Ghoaa, nai Bahadur dagandra Ohundar. 
Haq, Shah tyad Cmdadul. 

Makramali, Munahi. 

Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shakharaawar. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amuiya Dhana. 

Afzal. Nawabiada K. M. Khan Bahadur. 
Ali, Mr. tyad Naaim. 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamad. 
Banarjaa, tha Han’bla Sir turandra Nath. 
Blrtay, Mr. L. 

Bompaa, Mr. C. M. 

Boaa, Mr. S. M. 

Chaudhuri, tha Hon’bla tha Nawab Salyid 
Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Oaa, Babu Bhiahmadav. 
oaa, Mr. S. R. 

Oaa, Rai Bahadur Amur Nath. 

Oay, Mr. O. O. 

Oankid, Mr. d. 

Faraqul, Mr. K. 0. M. 

Oupta, Mr. N. B. 

Hopkyna, Mr. W. t. 

Karim, Maulvi Pazlal. 

Karr, tha Hon’bla Mr. d. N. 

Khan, Babu Oavandra Lai. 

Khan, Maulvi Md. RaSqua Uddin. 

Lang, Mr. d. 

Laaa, Mr. o. N. 

Mabarajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
tha Hon’bla. 


Marr, Mr. A. 

MoKanzia, Mr. D. p. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Makandni Chandra. 
Mittar, tha Hon’blo Mr. P. C. 

Moitra, Or. datindra Nath. 

Morgan, Mr. 0. 

Mukharjaa, Babu Nitya Dhon. 

Mulliah, Babu turandra Nath. 

Nakay, Mirza Muhammad All. 

O’Kinaaly Lt.’Oal. Pradariak. 

O’Mallay, Mr. L. S. S. 

Pal, Rai Bahadur Radha Oharan. 

Payna, Mr. C. F. 

Rahim,.tha Hon’bla Sir Abdnir.. 

Ray Ohaudhuri, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 
Ray, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunish 
Chandra. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh. 
Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh. 

Suhrawardy, Or. Hasaan. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Huaayn Shahoad. 

Swan, Mr. d. A. L. • > 

Whaaiar, tha Hon’bla Sir Hznry, 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. 0. 


The Ayes being 15 and the Noes 47, the motion was lost. 

The original demand, with the deduction already made, was then 
put and agreed to. 


25.—Jsils snd Ooiwiot Ssttlemsnts. 

The Hon'ble Sir ABO-UR-RAHIM moved that a sum of 
Rs. 22,000 be granted for expenditure under the head * 26.—Jails and 
convict settlements ’ on account of the following items 

Revision of pay of jail warders, Rs. 18,000. 

Appointment of a special guard for political prisoners, Rs. 4,000.'* 

As regards the pay of the jail warders, they are an ill-xpaid body of 
men. The JaOs Committee went round taking evidence all over India 
and other places and came to the emphatic conclusion that the jail warders 
of Bengal were not adequately paid. They are badly paid but hard- 
worked officers having to perform strenuous duties. They are paid evcoi 
less than the poHoe constables wi^ the result 'Ifaaat iftsignac^ms ^aarp fre« 
qumitt and it is bsonning more and mqre difficult tq teefujt |ail 
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'^^re ^nted some increase not long ago but thty are not satisfied 
* with tbat, In Norember last in this Council a question was put sugj^st- 
ing that their pay ought to be increased and that they should be placed on 
the same footing as the police constables who discharge similar duties. 
Government agrees with that view. It is an absolutely necessary 
measure, and, I e:!^eot that the members of this House will have no 
objection to it. 

As regards the appointment of what is called ‘*a special guard for 
.political prisoners,*’ that description is rather misleading. What has 
really happened is this. The Jails Committee reported that the convict 
settlement in the Andamans should be done away with as far as possible, 
and the Government of India have accepted that proposal and have 
ordered that the political prisoners from Bengal should be sent back to 
Bengal and confined in the jails here. Their number fortunately is not 
very large but it would mean an increase in the number of political 
prisoners by 13. At present there are 14 political prisoners altogether. 
Another recommendation ofNthe Jails Committee has been that these 
prisoners should not be kept with the ordinary criminals, and that is a 
view which both the Government of India and this Government have 
accepted, and I take it that it will meet with the ready acceptance of the 
members of this Council. We have, therefore, made arrangements for 
the separate accommodation of all the political prisoners. We propose 
to provide accommodation for them in what used to be the European 
ward, a building originally intended for European prisoners, but which 
ianow available and wotdd accommodate all these 27 political prisoners 
in the Alipore Jail. It is a two-storied building containing a number 
of separate cells and situated quite separate from the ordinary prisoners’ 
wards. Eor this purpose we require additional warders, to guard the 
passages and we require three guards for each of the three shifts 
—altogether 9 warders. We also require one additional man for leave 
reserve and two head warders. The members of this House must not 
think that this special guard is meant by way of punishment for the 
political prisoners. The idea is simply to keep them quite separate 
from ordinary criminals and it is for that purpose alone that we require 
additional staff. I trust the House will agree to this. 

BabU ANN AD A CHANAN OUTTA; After what has faUen from the 
Hon’ble Member in charge I think I shall be justified in withdrawing 
my amendments. 

The following amendments were then withdrawn:— 

” That the demand for appointment of a special guard for political 
prisoners be reduced by Rs. 2,000.” 

”That the demand for appointment of a special guard for political 
' prisoners be refused.^’ 

Babii INDU BHUBHAN OUTTA moved ” that tha demand for the* 
appointment of a special fWMrd ior political leisoners be refused.*” 

9,2 
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In tKu matteri 1 do not t]biii]ii; the Ceimeil ie HfttieOed thM 
special guard is necessary even after what the lB[on*ble SCemW hhe ^ 
The political prisoners, Six', if I am not much mistaken, stfe the most 
well^lmhaTed among the convicts, and it is hardly necessary to go 
.this expense of having extra men. With these words, 1 beg to opp^e 
the demand. 

. Rai RAOHA GHARAN PAL Bahadur: I am not quite clear which ^ 
way to vote on this question, and I rise to speak specidtty with refer-,, 
ence to certain observations that have fallen .from the Hon’ble Sir 
Abd-ur-Bahim. * 

Sir, my complaint—^legitimate grievance—-is that we ore not in 
possession of facts to enable us to submit well considered proposals by 
way of amendment to those emanating from the Government and we axe 
told by the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Eahim, for whom I have got tile highest 
respect, whose calm and judicious frame of mind, and invariable courtesy 
have endeared him to all of us—but I must say that I confess with deep 
regret that being within the charmed circle of the bureaucracy he 
seems to have forgotten himself—that we could have got all the informa¬ 
tion from the standing committee. I have not the good fortune of 
being a member of the standing committee in connection with jails. 

I am informed that all the pioceedings of the Committee are strictly 
confidential, and that the menibers are not permitted to give out any¬ 
thing to any other member of this House as to what transpired'in the 
meeting. Further with regard to this particular item, I am told that 
this matter never came before the standing committee. Sir Abd-ur- 
Bahim has said that he cannot talk to every member and cannot explain 
things to every one of them, which is an impossible task, and further 
he has said that we have met from day to day in this Council Hall and 
we might have asked the Hon'ble Member for any information that 
we wanted. With reference to that I say that if the Hon’ble Member 
is in such a frame of mind that he cannot talk to any member, the 
sooner he is relieved of his responsibility the better, because it is his 
duty to talk with the members of the Council and exchange views with 
them! And if he thinks he cannot take that trouble, tiie sooner he . 
is relieved of his responsibility the better. 

Then,43ir, he has said that we meet here from day to day and we can. 
go and ask the Hon’ble Member for any infdmation thei we wlMt. 
What will be the position of the House if every member gnea pne by 
one to the Hon’ble Member and asks him idl sorts of questions f WIB 
you not, Sir, sitting there with an iron rod; as president of ^ 
call the members tp order? And as soon as the meeting is pvsir^ the 
Hon’ble Memher will find his way downstairs and get into h£i 4^ 
are the members expected to run jfter h^. car? I do not thinjk^tl^hih 
*ie justified., in charaOterising our i^tixnaWypbints.ol 

; Q^m find, t to lUy ; 



OHANTS. 

In eoao^ him, Imt here, hotr are we treateAP This is why p^ple 
mis|iidge anA misunderstand the Oovemment. 

1 undsrstand Bahu Annada Gharan Butta, although he was noii 
present at the meeting of the standing committee, is now satisfied 
firoih the information given by the Hon'ble Member that the demand is 
necessary. For my part I do not know whether this is necessary or 
unnecessary, so I am not in a position to vote either way. 

Rci 40CEN0RA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: As usual Bai 
Badha Charan Pal Bahadur has not been able to make his mind and 
still he has made an eloquent and a long speech. But as this matter is 
so small, I do not think we need quaivel about it. Let the Government 
have it is my humble opinion. 

• « 

The Hon’bla Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I must say that I am snipiised 
to see Bai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur so much incensed at some remSrks 
which I made in connection with a previous motion. With reference to 
that motion it w'ls complnined that the members of the Council had not 
been taken into confidence. 1 explained that the matter had been con¬ 
sidered by the standing committee and'that the report of the Taxi-Gab 
Committee was also there, and, therefore, I thought that the members 
were not justified in making that observation. But if Bai Badha 
Gharan Pal Bahadur has taken it amiss, I am sorry. 1 certainly did not 
cast any personal refleotion on anybody and had no idea that he was 
so thin-skinned. I thought that a man like him, connected with so 
many public bodies, would have some sense of humour. However tlmt 
may be, as regards this item, 1 do not think I have heard anything 
whidbi really demands an answer beyond what 1 have already said. I 
think Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta did not quite understand me. His 
argument is that the political prisoners are very well-behaved persons, 
and so why should there be any special guayd for them. I explained 
that it was not meant to provide special guard for them by 'way of pun- 
ishmenV—in that respect the language of the agenda i>aper was rather 
inaccurate. What 1 pointed out was that in order to keep these prisoners 
in a separate ward, it had become necessary to increase the existing 
strong^ of warders, with a view to providing sentries at the several pas¬ 
sages leading to the cells in the new building which has been made 
available for the accommodation of these men. So I submit. Sir, 
demand is in ordw, and I trust there will be no objeoiion to it. 

The motion was then put and lost. 




TM fir HiNRY WHBBLERt With your pemission, 

I am reducing the second Ham in this motion, and I beg to more 
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*' iluit a aaon of Bs. 15,238 be granted for expenditure under tbe bead 
*26.—^Police' on account bi the following items:— 

Police' for the Court of an additional Presidi^oy Magistrate 
Be. 6,300. 

Potiee required for the special stipendiary Magistrate for the 
trial of traffic cases, fts. 4,158. 

Bepts, ratee and taxes of the premises hired for the Motor Yehidles 
j, and Hackney Carriage Department, Bs. 4,780.’’ 

!rhe first two items in this list of three are connected with the pro¬ 
posals which have just been d'scussed, namely, to set up a temporarv 
court for another Presidency Magistrate and a special court for the 
trial of traffic cases in Calcutta. It is obvious that if these courts are 
to be created—^and the Council has approved of their creatioi^they 
must have the ordinary court staff for the general sux>ervision of arrange¬ 
ments and the prosecution of cases, and it is for that that provision is 
made in the first two items. The staff contemplated for the Additional 
Presidency Magistiate is one court inspector, one European sergeant 
and four ^ constables. The staff proposed for the traffic court, as 
reduced by me, is one sub-inspector, one assistant sub-inspector and four 
constables. 1 have docked the provision for a second prosecuting sub- 
inspector. 

The third item is also connected with the report of the Taxi-Com¬ 
mittee. One of their proposals was that the existing arrangements for 
the inspection of ticca gharries and taxis should be improved. At 
present, at Penwick Bazar, vehicles of all kinds are assembled together. 
The place is disgracefully overcrowded, and there is no proper super¬ 
vision, with the result that complaints are frequent—analogous to the 
complaints about court work—that the drivers are kept hanging about 
while their vehicles and horses are passed, and lose money imneces- 
sarily in the process. It is to remedy this that we seek to carry through 
this improvement. It is proposed to hire premises at 47, Beniapukur 
Street. I have seen the house, which comprises a large compound and 
buildings in a more or less good condition. With certain imi^ove- 
ments, for whieh provision will be asked in moUon No. 66, the house 
and compound can be made a suitable place fcxr the inspection of ticai 
gharries. They can then be taken away from Fenwick Bazar, leaving 
that lor motor-cars only. By that means we hope to remove 
grievances which have been voiced, and which have been endorsed by 

Mr. Beadd's committee. 

, *. 

BsIhi AMMADA OHARAN OUTTA moved ** that the demand for 
police sta^ for the court of an additional Presidency Magistrate be 
reduced to Bs« 1,500.'* 

We really cannot account for the fact why the police grants are always 
going They cry is * still they come.' I have been fdd by smne 
one that the number of police 'officers in the suhindinate fatde, that ii to 
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«ay, iSie ftonstables, is tod many, but bore ia CJaloutta, so ^lAiiay biglily 
paid (^cers are noVrequired. Is it not possible for scn&e one of tbeitt 
to be {Present in the co^&rt of the additional Presidency Matfijptrate for an 
hour or so every day? If it is, I shall keep only one iMsistaht 6nb» 
inspeetor with two constables who, I think, would be quite able to 
manage the ordinary work of this court. This is my reason for suggesting 
that ouly Bs. 1,500 should be allowed and I hope the Coqncil will agree. 

The Hoil*bl0 Sir HENRY WHEELERs I am afraid I cannot recom> 
mend this reduction to the Council. The provision, as I have explaiiiedv 
is merely oonsequential to the creation of a court, of which the Council 
has approved. It seems to me obvious that if we have a court, we must 
staff it with the ordinary attendants who are present in other courts. 
The requirements are as stated by Mr. Swinhoe; they are based on the 
practice in other courts, and consistently with that practice are not suscep¬ 
tible of reduction. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Rai RADHA GHARAN PAL Bahadur moved ** that the demand 
for police st^ for the court of an additional Presidency Magistrate be 
reduced to Bs. 3,300.” 

I understand, if I am right, that one inspector, one sub-inspector 
and seven constables are required. I do not know the details of the 
traffic police but this is the detail I have obtained from the Hon’ble 
Member. I do not think that if this item be scrutinised, the House will 
find that an additional staff involving an expenditure of Bs 6,300 a year 
is required. This wUl be a permanent staff later on, if the court of the 
additional Presidency Magistrate is also made a permanent one. The 
expenditure will naturally increase. Only a few minutes ago, I had 
been to the Municipal Magistrates’ court to inquire what is the police 
establishment that we have to pay for, that is, the Corporation have to 
pay for the maintenance of order as well as the dignity of the court. 

I am informed that there are two courts on the two wings of the Town 
Hall building and each magistrate has got two constables attached to 
each court, ^without any sub-inspector, inspector, European sergeants 
and all that paraphernalia. It may be said that the municipal court 
might be a different thing from the traffic court. I admit that. The 
services of a European sergeant, an inspector, a sub-inspector are not 
required though: I admit that a decent number of constables may be requir- ^. 

but I do not think that the expenditure would come to about Bs. 6,^. * 
Oja this matter, without the details before us, I do not think that we would 
be able to place before the House, or before Oovempient, any weU-con- ’ 
sidered proposals as to the *way in which reduction could be effected. 
Therefore, I have contented myself with moving that tihe grant be i^uced ‘ 
from Bs. 0,300 to Bs. 3,800. 
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Rfti JOQENORA CHUHOER eHOtfi R«lMidlir$ X beg to eui^ 
the motion moved by Bai Badha Obanih Pal Bahadur, tn the Bigh 
Court, where there are so many courts; there are only olmprassis—4 dj^p- 
rassis for each Judge. There are only one or two. European sergeants 
for the whole court and I cannot conceive why something like Bs. 12,000 
should be sanctioned ior two additional Presidency KagistraW coui^. 
The courts may be side by side and one sergeant for two courts ahAa 
constable for each of these courts would, I think, be quite enough. I sub¬ 
mit that'Bs. 3,300 for this court and Bs. 3,000 for the other in the next 
jMToposal, that is Bs. 6,300 for a year ought to be quite enough. X, there¬ 
fore, support Bai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur's amendment and**X hope 
that my learned friend who is moving for the refusal of the whole grant 
will withdraw his motion and support this one. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLlCKs I beg to support Bai Badha 
Charan Pal Bahadur’s motion, but I do not know, Sir, if I may be penhit- 
ted to say that Bs. 300 a month would be quite enough. For the purpose 
of prosecuting, instead of keeping a sub-inspector or an inspector on 
Bs. 300 a month, it would be better to get a junior pleaEer on Bs. 130 
for prosecuting these cases and with the remaining Bs. IdOrvre can keep 
some head constables and constables. I know that the atmosphere bf the 
High Court and the atmosphere of these courts are absolutely different. 
Here the police officers have got a good deal to do with the Punjabi chauf¬ 
feurs. That is not exactly the same thing that the people in the High 
Court do. Therefore we ought to have two or three head constables and 
five or six constables. If you engage a junior pleader of some standing 
on Bs. 150 for three hours a day, it would be quite sufficient and the work 
also would be done better. If you spend Bs. 150 on police officers to 
keep guard at the court, then Bs. 300 a month or Bs. 3,600 a year 
would be quite sufficient. ‘ , ... 


Tha Hoq’blo Sir HENRN WHEELERl This hmendment is ve^ 
nearly the same as the one we have just been discussing, and I mbst 
oppose it for the same reasons, not even being convinced by Bai Badly 
Charan Pal Bahadur’s lightning visit to an adjoining court; The estaV 
lishment proposed is in accordance with practice, and it is that whieh 
is recommended by the Qhjef Presidency Hagistrate, whom I hm wfUrng. 
to accept" as the best judge of what is h^ed. For ^eisb ree^ns 1 
deinrecate the acceptance of hasty .suggestions for a change in pnocednre 
which is at {^asnt working, satisfactorily elywhere'. 

X admit one mistedce which has bsftn pcanibd .out % Bai 
Charan Psd Bahadur, in so fbr as the numiber of conjitaldes hi 

.Mveh,'4nd ^ddr as-m^tidhed''by imtl Pbnr'i8''thenuk|^r.^4l^ 
^iecond .cohrl.', 1 'th^'nTi|hb<ir'hsre'.fs 

stal^ heing reqni^ in conhe<df5h with Hie 






' ' A result; 


AYES. 


'AWm^ KilMi iMMur Mtulvi Watimudtfiii. 
Alip«A MiNitM 4«fW>. 

Amir. : 

Arfip^dM, Mdutnl Khandakar. 

Edtnailr Rdl ddhik Padthanaa. 

Ad^' MMd. AL 

AMaudiiuclr BAbtt Kickarl Mahan- 
OMtadharii- Mawlvi thah Mabanimad. 
CHaimhari, nai Narandrknath. 

Dai, Anbu Ahfahmadav. 

Ona ' QaAta, Daba. Nibaran Chandra, 
putta, Aabu Annada Charan. 

Odtta, Aabu Indu Ahuahan. 

Qbaaa, Rai Aahadur da^ndra Chundar. 
Haa, Shah, tyad Smdadvl. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 


Karim, Mauivi Pailai. 

Khan, Aabu Oavandra Laf. 

Khan, Mauivi Md. RaSaua liddin. 
Makramali, Munabi. 

Mitra, Rai Aahadur Mahaddra Chandra. 
Maitra, Dr. datindra Nath. 

Mulliak, Aabu Surandni Nath. 

Naakar, Aabu Ham Chandra, 
dahlawan, Mauivi Md. Abdul duUar. 
pal, Rai Aahadur‘Radha Chardn. 

Ray, Aabu Ahabandra Chandra. , 

Ray. Aabu Surwndra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shakharaawar. 

Ray, Aabu Nalini Nath. 

Ray, Rai Aahadur Lalit Mahan Singh. 
Ray Chaudhuri, Sabu Sailaja Nath. 


NOGS. 


Addy, Aabu Amulya Dhana. 

Aaam, Khan Aahadur Khwaja Mahamad. 
Sanarjaa, tha Han’Ma Sir f urandra Nath, 
piriay, Mr- L. 

Aampaa, Mr. C. H. 

Chaudhuri, tha Han’bla tha Nawab Saiyid 
Nawab Ali, Khan Aahadur. 
oas,. Mr. S. R. 

Dat, Rai Aahadur Amar Nath. 

Day, Mr. Q. 0. 

Danald, Mr. d. 

Farauui, Mr. K. 0. M. 

Gupta, Mr. N. A. 

Hapkyn^ Mr. W. S. 
damas, Mr. R. H. L. Langfard. 

Karr, tha Han'bla Mr. d. H. 
kang, Mr. d. 

Laat, Mr. D. H. 


Maharajadhiraja Aahadur at Aurdvian, 
tha Han’bla. ~~ 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MoKaniia, Mr^ D. P. 

Mittar, tha Han'bla Mr. P. C. 

Mukharjaa, Aabu Nitya Dhwi. 

Nakay, Miraa Muhammad Ali. 

O’KInaaiy, U.4ial. Pradarlok. 

O’Mallay, Mr. L. S. S. 

Payna, Mr. 0. F. 

Rahim, tha Han'bla Sir Abd*ur. 

Roy, Maharala Aahadur Kahauniah 
Chandra. 

ROy, Raja Manilall Singh. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. Haaaan. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Huaayn Shahaad. 

Swan, Mr. d. A. L. 

Whaalar. tha Han’bla Sir Hanry. 
Wardawarth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 32 and the Noes 34, the motion was lost. 

The following motions were then withdrawn;— , 

labu SURENDRA NATH RAYS Thpt the demand for police staff 
for the court of an additional Presidency Magistrate be refused." 

ft 

Kinnsr 8HIB $HEiCHARE8WAR RAYl "That the demand foi; 
PoKce staff for the court of an additional Presidency Magistrate be 
refused.** 

* BsbU ANNAPA CNARAII PUTTAS *' That the demand for. police 
staff for the court of An additional Presidency Magistrate be refused.** 

M pAlIH* PijkL snoTed " that the de^nd for 

poJicA reft^ stipendiary magmWa for the trial 

of oases :be'.ir^Nsed/*. . ' ’ 
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The grant asked for, vie., Bs. 6,082 has been reduced to Be. 4,158 by 
tbe Hon’ble Member. lam thankful for the reduoiibn that has been 
made. 1 desire to poiut out that the traffic cases, we may say from our 
personal experience, are not cases in which conhrmed criminals are 
brought forward for protracted trials. Traffic cases, as we all know, are 
concerned with ticca gharrywallas, motor car drivers and others, who 
break the traffic regulations and for that court, I understand, two sub¬ 
inspectors (now reduced to one), one assistant sub-inspector and four 
constables are required. I do not object to constables. What I say is 
this—^that one assistant sub-inspector would be quite enough for preserv¬ 
ing order and maintaining the authority of the stipendiary magistrate 
there. There is another co\irt which is called the juvenile court and 
which to a certain extent, I may say, resembles the traffic court. I have 
also some experience of the traffic court where in a body, the offenders 
are brought up for trial and fined. They pay the fine and go away. 1 do 
not think, having regard to the police that is placed in the juvenile court, 
which is only a couple of constables and only one officer, who lives on the 
top-flat and is not generally in attendance in the court except when re¬ 
quired, and also in the municipal courts (the number of oases disposed of 
in these two courts is 40CF per month and only two constables are there to 
maintain order) that we require such a number of sub-inspectorA and 
assistant sub-inspectors. If I am wrong, I hope I would be corrected. 
For the remaining six or seven months, we require Rs. 4,168 and when 
the staff is made permanent, it will involve an annual expenditure of 
Rs. 8,000. I think, therefore, that this is the time when we should pro¬ 
pose a reduction of the grant to Rs. 3,000 for six months. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Everything that can 
be said upon this has been said before. I do hope that Babu Kishori 
Mohan Chaudhuri, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray and Babu Surendra 
Nath Ray would withdraw their motions, so that we might go to a 

division at once. 

# 

4 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: I beg to withdraw the foUow- 
ing motion that stands in my name< 

“ That the demand for police steff for the special stipendiary magis¬ 
trate for the trial of traffic cases be refused.’* 

The motion was then withdrawn. 

Babu MOHAN OHAUOHURIt t beg to withdraw the 

following moti<»i that stands in my name 

" That the demand iw the police staff required lor the special 
stipendiary magist^te for the trial of traffic cases be refused.’^ 

* •- I 

The motion was then withdrawn. ^ 
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Kunuir SHIB SHEKHAIlkSWIIR RAYl 1 beg to withdraw the 
following motion that stands in my name 

the demand for poUee staff for the special stipendiary magh^* 
trate for the trial of traffic crises be relused/* 

The motion was then withdrawn. 

BdHi 8URENDRA NATH RAY: 1 beg to withdraw the following 
motion that stands in my name :*-» 

** That the demand for the police staff for the special stipendiary 
magistrate for the trial of traffic cases be refused.” 

The motion *w^a then withdrawn. 

The Hon*ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: The motion of Bai Badha 
Charan Pal Bahadur is very similar to that which we have just discussed, 
and the staff now involved is less expensive than that of the proposed 
Additional Presidency Magistrate’s court. It is obvious that if you 
have a court, there must be the usual staff to lay cases before the magis* 
trate in the ordinary way. In this instance we are merely asking for 
one sub-inspector, to perform the duties of a prosecutor, and although 
it is true that the accused in traffic cases are not ordinarily confirmed 
criminals, yet such cases are numerous and occasionally may involve 
contradictions in the evidence which requiie supervision and elucida¬ 
tion by a prosecuting officer. It is an old complaint, that has often been 
made against the administration, that cases on behalf of the police are 
not properly put before the courts, and all we are asking for is one sub¬ 
inspector. The assistant sub-inspector—^rather a new name for what 
in the old days were called writer head-constables—would be mainly 
concerned with office work, and it is surely also obvious that in so far 
as these cases are numerous, there will be a considerable amount of 
office work to do in handling the papers connected with them. Pour con¬ 
stables are required for the maintenance of order in the court. I can¬ 
not therefore agree to the reduction proposed. 

A division was then taken with the following result. 


AYES. 


AIMmS, IliMthi Mar. 

AH, Mutnhl Amir. 

ArkalMaMiii, Mauivi Khansakar. 

■arma, Rai tahie Panahanan. 

OhaHSkarf, Raav Kiaiwri Mohan. 
Chausimrii Rabw Tankanath. 
ehaiHlhiiri, Khan laliadur Maulfl HaHsar 
Rahninni 

OhauShuri, Rai Harandranath. 

Daa^ Rahu Rhfaliiiiadav. 

naa ttuHta, iahn Niharaa ehandri. 

Outia, Habu Annadd Oharan. 

Outla, Rahu ind« Rhaoban. 

CthaaOt Rai Rahadur Japandra Ohandar. 
Hdd, Miaii lyad liMadRi. 


Karim, Maulai Faaial. 

Makramaii, MvnaM. 

Mitra, Rai Rabadiir Mahandra Obandra. 
Maitra, Qr. Mindra Nath. 

MaliiaL Rahu iurandra Natb. 

Naakar, Rabu Nam Chandra, 
pahiam Mauivi Md. Abdul dubbar. 
Par, Rai Rabadur RadhA Oharan. 
Raikat, Mr. Praaanna Dab. 

Ray. Rabu Rhabandra Chandra. 

Ray, Rabu aurandra Ndth. 

Ray, Kumar Cbib •hakharaaarar. 

Ray, Rabu Naiini Natb. 

Ray Obaudburi, Rabu Caifaja NatH. 
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AMy, labu Amiilyft DIimi*. 

AI4 Mr, tyatf NMink 
axmr, Khan Kahwiur Khwaja MohaaiM, 
■anarjaa, tha lian’Ma Sir turanira Nath, 
■irtay, Mr. L. 

■ampat, Mr. C. H. 

MffW tta Mn 

Ohaadhari, tha Han’hla tha Naatah Saiyii 
Hawah All, Khan BahaAur. 

Daa, Mr. A. R. 

Oaa, Rai Bahadur Amar Nath* 

Day. Mr. G. o. 

Danald, Mr. 4 . 

Baraqui, Mr. K. O. M. 

Gupt^ Mr. N. B. 

Hapkyns, Mr. W. S. 
damati Mr. R. H. L. Langfard. 

Karr, tha Han'bla Mr. J. H. 
kang. Mr. 4 . 


Uaa, Mr. 0. H. 

Maharaladhtraja Bahadur at BurdvaRt 
tha Han’Ma. 

Marrt Mr. A. 

MaKaiula, Mr. tt. B. 

MJttar, tha Nan'hia Mr. P. e. 

Mukharlaai Baku Nitya Dhan 
Mahay, Mirya Mubammad Ali. 
0‘Kinaaly, U.«aL Fradarlak. 

O'Maiiay, Mr. L. B. t. 

Payna, Mr. C. P. 

Rahim, tha Han'Ma Sir Ahdmr.. 

Ray, Maharaja Bahadar Kthauniah 
Ohandra. 

Ray, Raja Manilall Singh. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. Haatan. 

Span, Mr. d. A. Im 

Whaalar, tha Han’bla Sir Hanry. 

Wardaarartb, Mr. W. 0. 


The Ayes being 28 and the Noes 35, the motion was lost. 


Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA moved that the demand of 
Rs. 15,238 for expenditure under head * 26.—^Police ' be refused.’* 

I oppose the demand on principle. When the standing committee 
was appointed for the Police Department, it was understood that any 
extra demand for expenditure on that department would come through 
it. 1 believe that we have no recommendation of the standing committee 
in this case for the expenditure. 

Then again, a new committee will be soon appointed to go into the 
whole question of the poilce expenditure and till then, 1 think the 
sanctioned police force may be utilised for this work; and the expendi¬ 
ture asked for, at present, be held back. I, therefore, move that the whole 
demand be rejected. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELERl I have just explained in 
detail each item connected with this demand, and it fi^ows from what 
1 have said that I cannot endorse the proposal of the present amend¬ 
ment. The first argument which is advanced is that the demand was 
not laid before the standing committee, but it has been explained more 
than once that the standing committees were created for the considera¬ 
tion of large questions of policy and not of minor items of expenditure. 
As a matter of fact, two of these items in this demand have no indepen¬ 
dent origin; they are merely subsidiary consequences of the caieatioii 
of these two courts. 

The other general argument adduced is that we should wait till we 
have the result of the report oAthe Police Retrenchment Commi^lee; hut 
it was never ooqtemplat^, nor could it be accepted, tiuit we were tp hold 
up all expen^tuxe the p<dioe until we received the recomxaendtdiiope 
of that bo^. 

The'ssotiott was put and lost, 
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The ft^owing original motion vaa then ];mt and agreed to 

** That a stun ofBa. 15,238 he granted for expenditure under t|ie head 
* 26.~«-PoUoe * on account of the following items 

Police staff for the court of an Additional Presidency Magistrate, 

Bs. 6,300. 

Police staff required for the sxwcial stipendiary magistrate for the 
trial of traffic oases, Bs. 4,168. 

Bents, rates and taxes of the premises hired for the Motor Yehicles 
and Hackney Carriages Department, Bs. 4,780.” 

TIM Hon’bla 8ir HENRY WHEELER moved ” that a sum of 
Bs. 14,143 be transfered from the head * 26.—^Police * to the head *41.— 
CSvil Works in charge of the Public Works Department, for payment 
of the additional cost decreed by the High Court in connection with the 
acquisition of premises, No. 113, Upper Circular Boad, for the Calcutta 
PoUce.” 

These premises were acquired in 1918 for the Sukea Street outpost. 
The original award of the Land Acquisition Judge was raised by the 
High Court by Bs. 14,143. We received notice of that in May, and 
obviously it had to be paid at once of interest would have accrued. We 
accordingly out the Calcutta Police Budget by that sum, and propose to 
trapefer B to the Public Works head to which it will be properly debited. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

27.—^orts Md Pilotage. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’blo 
Mr. Kerr) moved “ that a sum of Bs. 10,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head * 27.—Forts and Pilotage ’ for expenditure on the 
Chittagong port which has been declared a minor port.” 

The reasons for this demand are stated in the memorandum which has 
already been circulated to the members. In this connection I should 
like to say a few words with reference to the remark of Bai Badha 
Charan Pal Bahadur about the scanty information supplied to the 
members in regard to to-day’s proceedings. That is, I am afraid, 
unfortunately due to a departmental misunderstanding for which I must 
accept the responsibility. W«, iu the Finance Department, were under 
the impression that each department would circulate memoranda 
explaining its demands; some departments have done so, but <dher 
departments have not, because they thought that the Financial Depart¬ 
ment would do it for them. 1 regret that misunderstanding, and steps 
will be taken on future occasions to see that it does not occur again. 

As regards this particular demand, 1 do not think 6^at I need add 
anything to what has been stated in the Memorandum. 

The moUon was put and agreed to. 
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MINISTER in ehargt «f DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tlio 
Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Mftter) moved a sam of Bs. 68,000 be granted 
fpT expenditure under tbe bead * 31.—^Education * for the revision of tbe 
pay of tbe Bengal Educational Service.” 

As Kumar Sbib Sbekbareswar Bay and Babu Annada Cbaran Dutta 
wbo bad given notices of amendments have agreed to withdraw tbeir 
motions, I do not tbink I need say much on tbis motion. ' 

Tbe necessity of tbis demand baa been explained in tbe memorandum 
tbat bas been circulated to tbe members of the Council, and tbe reason is 
that through an oversight tbis sum was not included in tbe last budget, 
although sanction to tbe increase pi pay of tbe members of tbe Bengal 
Educational Service was given by tbe higher authorities in October last. 

I do not think I need say anything further. 

Tbe following amendments were then withdrawn:— 

Kumar EHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: ” Tbat tbe demand for 
revision of tbe pay of the Bengal Educational Service be refused.*? 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: ” Tbat tbe demand for revision 
of tbe pay of tbe Bengal Educational Service be refused.” 

Tbe original motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Hon*ble Mr. P. C. MITTER moved ” tbat a sum of Bs. 4,00,000 
y- be transferred from tbe bead * 47.—^Miscellaneous ’ to tbe bead of * 31.—> 
Education * for tbe reorganisation of tbe Subordinate Educational 
Service.** 

Although there is no motion of amendment to tbis demand, I tbink 
I should state very briefly to tbe House what tbis grant is for. 

Tbe Subordinate Educational Service is very ill-paid. A committee 
was appointed, presided over by Mr. Wordsworth and they submitted 
their report. I have examined tbe report of tbe Wordsworth Committee 
and have placed tbe views of my department before tbe Finance Depart¬ 
ment wbo “are now examining tbe scheme. Tbis lump sum grant, I 
hope, will enable my department to improve tbe pay and prospects of 
tbe Subordinate Educational Service during tbe year—^probably from 
September next. There is already a provision for Bs. 3,50,000 in the 
current year’s budget. 

' As a result of tbis reorganisation tbe Subordinate Educational 
Service as a whole will get an increase of about 90 per cent, on their, 
present pay. It is not that tbe percentage of increase will be tbe same 
in every case: tbe increase in tbe case of oi^&cere drawing a low sa^ry 
will be very much more than. 100 per cent: with regard to tbe otb^ 
officers the p^centage will perhaps be 26 or 30. There is actually 
'one person in Oovamment senrice drawing rupees four a month and 
.bnn^eds drawing fupeea. fifteen to twebl^'ifive a month. I cannot go 
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into tlie details now as the scheme has not yet been passed by the 
Finance Department. However, I can assure the House that by the 
revision of pay proposed by me the prospects of the Subordinate 
Educational Service will be made satisfactory. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

32.—MediMl. 

The Hon’bla Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA moved that a 
sum of Bs. 18,600 be granted for expenditure under the head ' 32— 
Medical * on account of the following items:— 

Grants to mufassal hospitals and dispensaries, Rs. 15,000. 
Revision of the pay of the demonstrators of the Medical College 
who are not in the cadre of assistant surgeons, Rs. 3,600.** 

In the first place, as regards the mufassal dispensaries, we have 
already provided Bs. 16,000 and this is a further grant of R*». 15,000. A 
part of the former grant has already been spent: out of this, lU. 3,000 
was given for medical aid at Chandpur. 

These demonstrators of the Medical College who are not in the cadre 
of assistant surgeons were employed in 1915, and they were placed, 
with regard to their salaries, on the same footing with assistant surgeons. 
In 1919, the pay of the assistant surgeons was raised and they were 
placed in the grade of Bs. 100—300, but the demonstrators remained 
where they were. In the meantime, in 1920, the scale of pay of the 
assistant surgeons was revised and further raised to Bs. 200 rising to 
Bs. 450 a month; but the.se poor demonstrators still remained where 
they were. The idea is to put them on the same footing with the 
Assistant Surgeons. They are four in number, Bengali gentlemen of 
considerable academic distinction—all graduates of the Calcutta Univer¬ 
sity. One of them is an M.B. who draws Bs. 150, per mensem, and he 
has been drawing that pay since 1915. There are two other men who 
draws Bs. 120 a month and the last in the list is drawing Bs. 110 a 
month. It is an agt of belated justice that we propose doing to these 
deserving men. The House will not be doing the justice to which 
they are entitled unless this additional grant is sanctioned. The., 
revised pay wiU be oi^rative from Ist June last at a total cost of Bs. 4M 

a month. 

The House adjourned at 6-50 p.m. for a short interval. 

The Council re-assembled at 7-5 v.u. 

, tht RRESIDENts Gentlemen, as I .told you. His Excellency the 
Governor has allowed this day for the business of the Council up to item 
Ho. 77 of the revised Inst of Business. We only reached item No. 61 
when the Council was adjourned and the debate was not finished. So 
1 have to put all the motions without any debate to the Council accord¬ 
ing to the roles. 1 idiall put the amendments first and then the motums. 
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The following amendment was then put and lost:— 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN OUTTAs ** That the demand for the 
reyision of pay of demonstrators of the Medical College, who are not 
in the cadre of assistant surgeons, be refused.** 

The original motion for the demand was then put and agreed to. 

The following amendments were put and lost:— 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURIi ** That the demand for 
the Arapanch drainage scheme be refused.** 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: ** That the demnad for the 
transfer of Bs. 80,000 from the head ‘ 33.—^Public Health ’ to the head 
* 42.—^Waterways and Embankments—^Public Works Department * be 
refused.** 

The following motion was then put and agreed to:— 

33.—PuMio Health. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEAs **To move that 
a sum of Bs. 80,000 be transferred from the head ‘ 33.—Public Health * 
to the head ‘ 42.—Waterways and Embankments—Public Works 
Department,’ for the following:— 

Arapanch drainage scheme, Bs. 66,000. 

Engineering surveys, Bs. 16,000.” 

The following motion was then put and agreed to:— 

35.—Industries. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur). ” That a sum of Bs. 1,06,200 be granted for expendi¬ 
ture under the head * 36.—^Industries * for payment of grants-in-aid to 
technical schools.” 

A division was taken on the following motion:— 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA. ” That the demand for the 
construction of a lecture hall and chaukidar’s shed for the mining 
classes at Sitarampur be reduced to Bs. 7,000.” 

The result of the division was as follows:— 

AYia. 

AhsMSi MsiMlil Mfsr. OlifM, Sal SaiuMNir f§tadn OSSMUr. 

AS, Mumhi Asiir. UAkresMti. MttilNS. 

Onaatfhyri, Kiwtn SaiMufur Metrivi Hittnr Maitra, Or. MUeers Nath. 

RAhaMS. NuilMwS, MMtvl M. AMia JUtStar. 

Detts, BaiHi Asratfe Chersn. 
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MAvi Amwijra Mm*. 

AfHil, WMWWihi K. M. ElMM lahiulor. 

AU. Mr. tyM NMim. 

Amhmi Kiwa ■•hadur Kkvaja Mohamatfi 
■amrjaa, thi Han’bla Sir Surtndrm Matli. 
•irlayi Mr. L 
■mnpaiit Mr. 0. H. 

■oaa, Mr. S. M. 

Chaudfturi, tka Hen’kla tka Nawak Saiyii 
Naarab Ati, Khan SakaSur. 
oaa, aalAi Bkiahmadav. 

DaSf Mr. a. R. 

Daai Rai Bahadur Amar Nath. 

, Bay, Mr. Q. C. 

Donald, Mr. d. 

Paraawi, Mr. K. 0. M. 

Oupt^ Mr. N. B. 

Hophyna, Mr. W. S. 
damat, Mr. R. H. L. Langford. 

Karinii Maulvi Abdul. 

Karimi Maulvi Faalat. 

Karr, tha Hon’bla Mr. 4. H. 


Khan, Babtt DodMidra Lai. 

Lang, Mr. d. 

Loaa, Mr. 0. H. 

Haharaiadbiraja Bahadur of Burdwant 
tha Hon’blo. 

Marr, Mr. A, 

I MoKaniia, Mr. O. R. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahondra Chandra. 
MIttar, tha Hon'bla Mr. R. C. 

Nakay, Mina Muhammad All. 

O’Kinaaly, Lt^ioL Fradarlali. 

O'Maiiay. Mr. L. a < 

pal, Rai Bahadur Radha Charan. 

Rayna, Mr.*0. P. 

Rahim, tha Hon'bla Sir Abd-ur'. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shakharaawar. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur KahaiiniahOhdndra. 
Roy, Raja Maniloil Singh. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. diaaaan. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Huaayn Shahaad. 
whaalar, tha Hon’bla Sir Hanry. 
Wardaworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 8 and the Noes 42 the motion was lost. 

. The following motions were put and lost:— 

Kumar 8HJB 8HEKHARE8WAR BAY: ''That the demand for 
the construction of quarters fm an Indian Assistant, attached to the 
mining lecture hall at Sitarampur. be reduced by Rs. 4,360.” 

‘ Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: "That the demand for the 
construction of quarters for an Indian Assistant, attached to the mining 
lecture hall at Sitarampur, be reduced to Rs. 7,000.” 

Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: ” That the demand for 
the erection, of wooden partitions and fitting electric installations of 
lights and fans in the new office of the Director of Industries be reduced 

by half.” 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: '' That the demand for the erec¬ 
tion of wooden partitions and fitting electric installations of li^^ts and 
fans in the new office of the Director of Industries be redifced by 


Bs. 16,000.” 

Raf RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: ” That the demand for the 
erection of wooden partitions and fitting electric installations of lights 
and* fans in the new office of the Director of Industries be reduced to 

Rs. 20 000.*^ ’ 

The following motion, being identical with the previous one, failed:— 
Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: ” That the demand for4he 
erection of wooden partitions and fitting electric installations of lights 
and fans in the new office of the Director of Industries.be reduced to 

Be. 20 000.'* 

' The following motion was put and agreed to 


41.—Civil Warici. 

■m. M«|*»AIYID UAWAV All OHAUpHUIII, KhM 

BEli8d^:'l ** To move'that a sum of IWi. 60,383 be transferred ffoucr nte 
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head * 35.—^Industries ’ to the head * 41.—Civil Works in charge of 
Public Works Department/ on account of the following items 

Construction of a lecture hall and olunikidar’s shed for the mining 
classes at Sitarampur, Es. 8,528* 

Construction of quarters for an Indian Assistant, attached to the 
mining lecture hall at Sitarampur, Bs. 9,360. 

Erection of wooden partitions and fitting electric installations of 
lights and fans in the new ofSce of the Director of Industries^ 
Rs. 32,45^6.** 

Rai aOGENDRA CHUNDER GH08E Bahadur: May I be permitted 
to move that the Council do adjourn? 

The PRESIDENT: I cannot allow you to do that. 

Kumar 8HIB 8NEKHARE8WAR RAY: We protest against this. 

(Cries of Order," " Order.".) 

The following motions were then put and lost:— 

Balm ANN AD A CHAR AN DUTTA: "That the demand for special 
repairs of Writers’ Buildings, Block No. 2, be ieduced by one-half." 

Babu ANN ADA CHAR AN DUTTA: " That the demand for special 
repairs of Writers’ Buildings, Block No. 2, be refused." • 

Babu ANN ADA CHAR AN DUTTA: " That the demand for altera- 
tions in and additions to the premises hired in Beniapukur Stredt 
for the Motor Vehicles and Hackney Cairiage Department be reduced 
toRs. 15,000." 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: " That the demand for 
alterations in and additions to the premises hired in Beniapukur Street 
for the Motor Vehicles and Hackney Carriage Department be reduced , 
to Es. 20,000." 

Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: "That the demand for 
the altWations in %nd additions to the premises hired in Beniapukur 
Street for the Motor Vehicles and Hackney Carriage Departaaent be 
refused.’* 

The following two motions, being identical with the previous one, 
failed;— 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: " That the demand for alterations 
in and additions to the premises hired ill Beniapukur Street for the Motor 
Vehicles and Hackney Carriage Department be refushd."^ 

BabirlifDUBHUBHAN DUTTA: " That the demand for alterations 
in and additions to the premises hired in Beniapukur Street for Uie 
Motor Vehicles and Hackney Carriage Department be reftUKid.’* 

The following motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn;— 

, $«INI INDU BHUBHAN OUTTAt " That the demand foa the con^ 
jitntpt^ .of w building Im- the (;i|loutta Technical School he 
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The ftfllowing motion was put and agreed to^ 

»*Sf •AlYlir ltAWAB Ail GttA&niiURI, 
KbaitvBfbadvri. lo move that a sum of Rs. 2,74,6(K) be granted for 
wpendi^re under the head ‘ 41.~CivU Works in charge of the PubUc 
Works Department ’ on account of the following items:-— 

CoB^otira o( baildings for the Agriculture Institute, Dacca, 

AS. JLgOOyOOO. 

8pecW'»paire to the 2nd floor of Block No. 2, Writers’ Buildings, 
Be. 14,000. ® ' 


Alterations in and additions to the premise^ hired in Beniapukur 
Street for the Motor Vehicles and Hackney Carirage Depart¬ 
ment, Bs. 25,000. ^ ' 

Construction of building for the Calcutta* Technical School, 
Bs. 1,25,000. 


^provertent to the Malda Registration Record Boom, Bs. 8,000. 
Completion of the Bampal Registration Building, Bs. 2,500.” 
The following motions were, by leave of the Council, withdrawn:— 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: “ That the demand for trans- 
femng Bs. 1,10,000 from ‘non-voted \ to * voted ’ under, the head 
‘41.—Civil Works--Public Works Department» fdr repairs to the 
Maidan Roads, Calcutta, be i-educed to Rs. 80.000.” 


Babu ANNAOA CHARAN DUTTA: “ That the demand for trans¬ 
ferring Bs. 1,10,000 from ‘ non-voted ’ to ‘ voted ‘ under thei. head 
‘ 41.—Civil Works—PubKc Works Department ’ for repairs to the 
Maidan Roads, Calcutta, be reduced by one-half,” 


Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: “ That the demand for trans- 

ferring Bs. 1,10,000 from ‘ non-voted ’ to ‘ voted ’ under the head ‘ 41;_ 

Civil Worksr-Publio Works Department ' for repairs to the Maidan 
Boad^, Calcutta, be refused.” 

Tha^following motion was then put and agreed to 

Tha Hon’bla the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB Al,l CHAUDHURI, 

Khan Bahadur^ “ To move that a sum of Rs. 1,10,000 be transferred 

from ‘ non-voted * to ‘ voted ’ under the head ‘ 4i.—Civil Works in 

charge of Public Works Department * for repairs to the Bhadg 

Calcutta.” " . 

* 

The, PRE8IDENTI If the Council unanimously desire, I can take 
-up. motion No: 78 tP-day, If, however, there be any objection, I cannot 
take it up now. 

PjWHt, jB^Afil^PRA RAY: I object to its bei^ up 

to-fey. ■ /', . , , ’■ ■ ' 


- AiijeufiiBwirt^.- ’.V 1 4 ' 

The dounoil was then a^oumed to Houdhy, the IStA 
8 F.v^ in the Town E&ll, <(kdetrtta. . / V ' 
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QUESTIONS. 


[ 18 th Svf!t 


ProoMdinp ef the Bengal LegiskitiYe Coundi aaeembled under the 
proYisions ef the Covernment of India Aot. 

Thr Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
ou Monday, the 18th July, 1921, at 3 p.m. 

Presents 

The Hon’ble the President, the Hon’ble the four Members of the 
Executive Council, the Hou’ble the three Ministers, and- 65 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starred Question 

(to which an oral answer was given). 

Muhanunadans and the rate-payers and Commissioners of the 

Calcutta Corporation. 

•LV. Maulvl YAKUINUDDIH AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state the number of rate-payers and the number of voters in 
each ward of the Calcutta Municipality and the number of Muhammadan 
rate-payers and the number of Muhammadan voters in each ward of the 
said Municipality, describing the wards consecutively? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the names of 
Muhammadan, non-Muhammadan and Christian Commissiopers in the 
present year in each ward of the Calcutta Municipality by election and 
the names of the aforesaid Commissioners in the present year appointed 
by nomination? 

Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to stat^— 

(t) the names of the elected Commissioners in each ward of the 

^ Calcutta Municipality for the last 12 years; ^ 

(u) ^the names of the nominated Commissioners in the Calcutta 

Municipality during the last 12 years; and * ^ 

(in) why only three Muhammadan gentlemen have been nominated 
as Commissioners this year? 

. MINimR In sliirg* of DEPARTMENT of LOBAL IBLP-' 
QOVBRAiENT (Nio Hon'UoSir Suromlro Noth BaiMr]«>6 (a) A state¬ 
ment (No, I)* is laid on the library tablie. 


* Net ^tinted ip these ptooeedlnge. 





QOEaxioira. 


6»7 


(6) A statement (No» II)* is laid on the library table. 

(c) (t) aad (it) A statement (No. JUI)* is laid on the library taMe. 

(ttt) The member is referred to the answer given to clause (6) of 
unstarred question No. 230. 

Unstarrad Questiona 

(answrors to which wore laid on the table). 

Appointmonta for depresood classes to certain posts. 

2S0. BabU BHI8HMADEV DA8t (a) Will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to say whether 
the (j^overnment are considering the desirability of reserving a certain 
percentage of the posts in the various departments for suitable candi¬ 
dates of the depressed classes, as has been done in the case of Miiham- 
madans ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the number 
of duly qualified candidates of the depressed classes who applied for 
nomination to the posts of police sub-inspector, sub-registrar, deputy 
magistrate and sub-deputy magistrate during the last iive years* from 
the district of l^aridpur, and how many of them were appointed? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble the Member aware of a feeling of discontent and 
lack of incentive amongst the depressed classes on account of the failure 
of their graduates and under-graduates in obtaining suitable Doverii- 
ment employment ? 

MEMBER in eharge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon*ble 8ir Henry Wheeler), (u) The member is referred to the 
answer given to the question asked by him on the 14th March last. The 
policy of Government is indicated therein, and they do not consider 
that any further action in the matter is necessary, 

(6) So far as can be ascertained, during the past five years the candi¬ 
dates from the Namasudra community from Faridpur for the services 
named numbered as follows;— 

* Bengal Civil Service ... ... ... 6 

Subordinate Civil Service ... * ... 4 

Police Buboittspectorship ... ... ... 22 

Sub-registrarship ... ... ... 4 

Only one of these secured an appointment of a Sub-registrarahip. in 
IPIS. 

(o) No. 


* Not printed in these miooeedhigs. 



tlSUH 


ExpeiHlitiir* on polioo taimolies. 


2S1.. .Naiirobxada K. M. APZAL, Khan Bahadur: Will tHa ^on'ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement, district by distiict, showing the number of police 
launches in Bengal and the annual expenditure incurred foi— 

{i) staff; and 
(%%) launches? 


MEMBER In charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT <tho Hon’blo Sir 
Henry Wheeler): A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to umUerred question No. 2S1 show¬ 
ing district by district the number of police iaunches in Benfal and 
the annual expenditure incurred for (i) staff and (tt) launahes* 




BXPBNDlTUaB on 




DtaTRIGl 

Number of 
lauuches 

staff 

Lauhehee 


During 
the y<>ar 

Rkmabu 

Oaloutta 

S 

Rs A p. 

11 144 14 10 

Re A 

30,800 IS 

P 

7 

181830 

Fignres for 1880< 

Se-Parganvi— 

(I) For the loepi^toc- 

1 

i 

1 4.416 3 6 

16,873 14 

4 

1030-31 

81 are not 
avallablr 

Oeneral of Police 

(it) For the Snpeilnten 
daot of Police 

Dacoa 


3.377 8 10 

11.917 4 

1 

DO 



{ 4 018 3 7 

30 873 i 

3 

Do. 


Kboloa ~ 

1 

3.718 3 3 

14 440 14 

4 

Do 


Jeewro 

t 

3 804 0 0 

8.308 4 

8 

Do 


Pabna 

1 

3 710 6 J1 

3 6S9 13 

8 

Do 


Bakarganj— 

1 






(1) For the Deputy In* 

^ 1 

8 4I0H 3 

4,730 10 

7 

Do 

Used also bF tbe 

•peotor Gteueral of 
MUce. 

(fl) For the Diatiiot Police 

3 

8,303 0 0 

11 870 0 

1 

0 

Do 

Depatp, lOf 
paoftor-Ortii^Mt 
of PoKbo X>ii 0 <ia. 

FWidpnr 

1 

3 403 8 6 

14,140 4 

4 

Do. 

0 

Btrer Police 

34 

40.117 0 0 

1.34.188 0 

0 

Do 


Kamjanganj 

S* 

6.0t» 0 0 

08,047 0 

0 

Do. 


Total 

47 

I.n.171 10 4 

841.307 4 

8 

* 



* 1!b<Me »r« launobM In plane ot two rlenr polloa hnnebw taken near bjr tba KUaary ntenrtmeai 

dnribf we vat A MHr hnuicb te nptaea nnnnf taeae blrw nnaela under oaHtinetlw. 


iuBplefflerttary grenta* 

The PRBBIDENT (the Hon’hle Nawab Sir Cyed Bhama-ul-liiidi^i 

Older! Order! l?he Hbn^ble Mr. Kerf. 
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47,—MisOiNaiMOIIS. 

MBMBER in ohiirge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (tho Hon’blo 
Mr. KERR) moved “that a sum of Bs. 7,50,000 be trausfenred 
from the ItUttp provisipn of Ba. 46,61,000 under the head ‘ 47.—Miscel- 
laheous * to the various major heads to which the chaiges are debitab^e 
to meet thO-^ost of the revision of the pay of the menial establishment 
with effect from the 1st Jiily, 1921." 

This is the first occasion on which the Council has been asked to take 
action on the report of the committee which was appointed by Govern¬ 
ment to advise on the revision of thf pay of the permanent ministerial 
officers and menials in Bengal.* 1 am sure that the Council will agree 
with me that the committee’s report is a monument of industry and 
thoroughness. *There will no doubt be difierences of opinion about 
details, but 1 thipk that every one will agree that the committee have 
tackled their difficult task in a most thorough and comprehensive manner. 
These remarks apply equally to the minute of dissent by feai Mahendra 
Glmndra Mitra Bahadur which, as the Council will observe, is almost as 
lengthy as the main report and deals with the problems placed before the 
committee in the same thoiough and careful mannei. To-day, 1 am ask¬ 
ing the Council to consider only the case of the menial sei vants. These 
^proposals are dealt with in Chapter III of the committee’s leport and in 
the corresponding portion of the minute of dissent. The proposals, placed 
befCre the Council now, have nothing to do with the ministerial officers. 
That is a much more complicated pioblem on which we shall have to get 
^the opinions of a large number of officers before we can place our own pro¬ 
posals before the Council . We have already taken jstops to secure these 
opinions and the scheme will be laid before the Council at a later date. So 
far as the menials are concerned, our proposals are contained in the some¬ 
what lengthy memorandum which was placed in the hands of members of 
this Council a few days ago. I do not propose to go through the memoran¬ 
dum in detail. Thj most important menial establishments, both numeri- 
caldy and otherwise, are the establishment menials, the process-servers 
and the contingency menials. In the case of these people, we have made 
very liberal increases indeed. Before the war, they were getting from 
Bs. 6 to Bs. 10. During the war and since the war, various additions 
have been made to their pay and we now propose to put them on scales 
varying from Bs. 13 to Bs. 22. We have made the proposals ^of the 
committee and of Bai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur more liberal in 
one respect in that we have proposed the abolition of the C class districts 
’ (vis., the districts of Midnapore, Birbhum and Bankura), where the pay 
hf the menials^as always been on a lower, scale than that of the menials 
in the rest of the province. The justification for this was that the rates 
of wages for ordinary labour are undoubtedly lower in those districts 
than in the rest of Jthe province. On the other hand, prices in these dis*. 
triots are just as high as elsewhere, and we have thought that this would 
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iiu&l |yiff;'}|| {|«'';ii^6!i 
^ inord' woiucl' be ‘ 

"^e’tKe'^ew ri»ie^ of'pay fj 

iii.^io say mast make bii^et; 

at tbe new ratesr^^e totaC'iav^jf^.tio^, 
>poi^^ & a^ut ^,000 a n^Titiii, so tbaiwi Iboold 
lakli^ ^ me||i'^^^avexage cost of the asbeioe lor oigbl moi 




tbaiir tbe ist^ on mtroductioii; b^usisf a cdi^iieisl^Ie 
-^f tb«'o:ri8^Bg establishment are men wt^ 
■'i^'!^kie'iii«i»’'^e top'of the. time^seale. ' “It is oaw^' ,ii^ 

&r a 81 ^ of Be, 7^ ialdb^s trhich rr0 .3>#«|HmTi4^ 
'pret|iion of Bs. 45,^1,000 tinder the head;“471**^l^se 
ba4§et. I trust that the Council wiH'agtea tlmt i^e i 
^<|4ype aik^ for & reasohable and hot eieefiM^Nf m i^e ciroup 
7 ,k^llm motion iras then 
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Pr«io 0 iliiifi. ^ 

PMtIDtIITl I am to remmd mejtebers the to tkf- 

‘^eoiai l^olice Committee will be held t^OHarow^ the . 

.f am also aiSled to announce that His Bxc«^picy' _^;Cbii|ee|t^ 
i^^l^.vClea^il'to.be prorogued to the 29th'August, 

hiepfbers then di^ 








